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$  I.  Tht  Ruffians  take  Oczakm.  §  II.  Death  ,of.GaJ}on  dt 
Mtdicis^DukitfTufcanj.  %  HI.  DtatbafCarilint,  ^mt 
CQtiJsrt  q/ England.  §  IV'.  Difputi  in  porliamtnt  about 
the  Jiandftig  army.  ^V.'Spanifi  depredaiieus.  §  VI; 
Metivts  of  the  mmijlerfsr  avoiding  a  war._  §  VII,  Ad~ 
drifsto  theKingan  the  fubjea  if  the  depredations.  §  VIII. 
Bill  far fecuring  the  trade'af  hii  Majtfly' s  fuhje&s  in  Ante- 
rica.  §  IX.  Debates  in  the  Htufe  ofLordu.  %  X.  Birth 
of  Prime  George.  Admiral  Haddock  fails  with  a  fquadron 
ta  the  Hfediterranean.  §XI.  Pngre/s  ef  tht  war  agoinfl 
the  Turks.  §  XII.  Dlfpute  and  rjipture  beUveen  Hano- 
ver and  Dtamari.  §  XIII.  Sir  Rehirt  tValpole  extols ' 
the  eanventien^itt  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  §  XIV.  Motion 
fir  an  addrefs^  that  the  reprejentations,  letters^  &c.  re' 
Jatingto  the  Spanijh  depredations  Jhsuld  be  laid  before  the 
V»L.  III.  B  ,  H-Mfe. 
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;  Hiufi,  §  XV.  Ptit'liffni  agaiiift  tht  ecmventim.  ^  XVI.  _ 
Stthjiance  of  that  agreement,  §  XVII.  Debate  in  tht- 
Htuje  of  Commons  onihi  convention.  §  XVIII,  Seciffux 
of  the  chief  members  in  the  appojhion.  §  XIX.  Dibateia- 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefiy  touching 
the  etmventian.  §  XX,  Mejfage  from  the  thron*  touching 
tfubftdy  ta  Denmark,  and  a  power  to  augment  the  forces 
cf  the  kingdom.  ^  XXI.  Parliament  prorogued,  §  XXII. 
The  King  of  Spain  p'tibli/Ees  a  manifejls.  §  XXUI.  The 
Emperor  and  Czarina  conclude  a  peace]  with  the  Turks. 
§  XXIV,  Preparations  for  war  in  England.  §  XXV. 
Apology  in  tht  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  feceding  members. 
§XXVI.  Penfun.biil  revived,  and  lojl.  §  XXVII. 
Porto-Bello  taken  by  Admiral  Vernan.  §  XXVIII.  Hard 
frafl.  §  XXIX,  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Mary  to  the 
Prince  of  Heffi.  %  XXX.  Strong  armament  fent  to  the 
Wefi'lndies.  §  XXXL  D^ath  of  the  Emperor  and  Qt^nna, 
§  XXXII.  Proceedings  in  parUament.  §  XXXUI.  Sea^ 
men's  bill,  §  XXXIV.  Dlfcontenis  again/}  the  minljhy, 
§  XXXV.  Motion  for  removing  Sir  Robert  IValpole  frem 
hisMajeJly's  councils  and  prefence  for  ever.  §  XXXVI. 
Debate  an  the  mutiny  bill.  §  XXXVII.  Proceedings  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  §  XXXVIII.  Clofe  of  the  lajifejjtoif 
of  this  parliament. 

§  I,    A   Congrefs   had    been  opened   at  Niemerow  in 

r\.  I'oland,  to  com'promife  the  differences  between 

the  Czarina  and  the  Grand-Signor :  but  thia  proving  m- 
effe£lual,  the  Emperor  declared  war  agaiiril  the  Turk% 
and  deroanded  afilftance  from  the.diet  of  the  empire.  He 
concerted  the  operations  of  the  campaign  with  the  Emprefs 
ofMufcovy,  It  was  agreed,  that  the  Imperialifts,'  under 
Count  Secl(endorf  fliould  attack  Widin  in  Servia,  while 
the  Ruffians,  commanded  by  Count  de  Munich,  {hould 
penetrate  t»  the  Ukraine,  and  bcHege  Oczakow,  on  the 
.  Borifthenes,  They  accordingly  advanced  againft  this 
place,  which  was  garrifoned  by  twenty  thoufand  men; 
and  on  the  fide  o£  the  Boriflbenes  defended,  by  eighteen 
gailies.. 
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gallics.     The ' Mufcovitei  carri^    on   their  ajjproachea    chap. 
with  fuch  impetuofity  and  perfeverance,   that   the  Turks  f 

were  terriged  at  theirvalour,  and  in  a  fewj  days  capitulated,  i?!*- 
Among  thofc  who  fignaltfed  themfelves  by  uncommon 
.  marks  of  prowefs  in  thefe  attacks,  was  General  Keith, 
.  now  field-marfhal  in  the  Pruflian  fervic^,  who  was  daji- 
geroufly  wounded  on  this  occafion.  Mean  while  Count 
Seckendorf,  finding  it  impoffible  to  reduce  Widin  without 
afquadron  of  Qiips  on  the  Danube,  turned  his  armEagainll 
Nifla,  which  was  furrendered  to  bim  on  the  eigbt-and- 
twentieth  day  of  July  :  but  this  was  the  far  theft  verge  of 
his  good  fortune.  The  Turks  attacked  the  pofts  which 
the  Imperialifts  occupied  along  the  Danube,  They  took 
the  fort  oFPadudil,  burned  the  town  of  lias  in  Walachia, 
and  plundered  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  Prince  of 
Saxe- Hildburghaufen,  who  had  invefted  Bagnalack  In 
Bofnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  rcpafs  the  Saave. 
Count  Seckendorf  was  recalled  to  Vienna ;  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  devolved  upon  Count  Philippi.  Count 
KcvenhuUer  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  Servla;  and 
Niffa  was  retaken  by  the  MgfTulmen.  The  conferences 
at  Niemerow  were  broken  o(F;  and  the  Turkifh  pleni- 
potentiaries returned  to  Conftantinople. 

§  II.  The  kii^dom  of  Poland  now  enjoyed  th(  moft 
perfe£l  lepofe  under  the  dominion  of  Augullus.  Ferdi- 
nand, the  old  Duke  of  Courland,  dying  without  ilTue, 
the  Aiccedion  was  difputed  by  the  Teutonick  order  and 
the  kingdom  of  Poland,  i  while  the  ftates  of  Courland 
claimed  a  right  of  eleflion,  and  fent  deputies  to  Peter- 
fburgh,  imploringtheprotcfiionof  the  Czarina,  Abody 
of  Ruffian  troops  immediately  entered  that  country :  and 
the  ftates  elc^ed  the  Count  de  Biron,  high-chambeilain  to 
the  Emprefs  of  Mufcovy.  The  Ele^or  of  Cologn,  as 
grand-mafter  of  the  Teutonick- order,  protefted  againft 
this' election;  but  the  King  of  Poland  agreed  to  it,  on 
certain  conditions  fettled  at  Dantzick  with  the  com- 
mtfTaries  of  the  new  Duke  and  thofe  of  the  Czarina.  In 
the  monthof  July,  John  Gallon  de  Medicis,  GrciSt  Duke 
B  2  .  .  of 
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BOOK    of  Tufcany,  died  at  Florence)  and  the  Prince  de  Cnem 
.  __"l    .   took  poffeffion  of  hia.  territories,  in  the  name  of  the  Duke 
17J7.      of  Lorraine,   to  whom  the  EJnpwor  had   already  granted 
the  eventual  inveftiture  of  that  duchf . 

§ '  III.  In  England  the  attention  of  the  publick  was  «t- 
irafled  by  an  o^n  breach  in  the  royal  family.  The  Prih- 
cefs  of  Walca  bad  advanced  to  the  very  laft  month  of  her 
pregnancy  before  the  King  and  Queen  were  informed  of 
her  being  with  child.  She  was  twice  conveyed  trom 
Hampton-court  to  the  palace  of  St.  James's,  when  her 
labour  pains  were  fuppofed  to  be  approaching ;  and  at 
length  was  delivered  pf  a  pHncefs  in  about  two  hours  after 
her  arrival.  The  King  being  apprifed  of  this  event,  fcnt 
a  mclTage  by  the  Karl  of  Eflex  to  the  Prince,  exprcffing 
his  difpleafure  at  the  condu£l  of  his  rop)  highnefs,  as  an 
indignity  offered  to  bimfelf  and  the  Queen.  The  Prince 
deprecated  his Majefty's  anger  in  fevcrai  fubmiffivo  letters, 
and  implored  the  Queen's  mediation.  The  Princcf* 
joined  her  entreaties  to  thofe  of  his  royal  highnefs :  biit  all 
'their  humility  and  fuppltcation  proved  incfieSuat.  The 
King,  in  another  mdTagc  fcnt  1^  the  I>uke  of  Grafton, 
«bferved,  that  the  Prince  had  removed  the  Prlncefs  twice 
jn  the  week  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  her  delivery 
from  the  place  of  his  Majefly's  refidence,  ia  expeftation 
of  her  labour  j  and  both  times,  on  his  returii,  induftrioufly 
concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  King  ajid  Queen 
every  circumlfance  relating  to  this  important  aSajr:  that 
atl^,  without  giving  any  notice  to  their  Majefties,  he 
bad  precipitately  hurried  the  Princefs  from  Hampton- 
court,  in  a  condition  not  be  named :  that  the  i^hole  te- 
nour  of  his  conduft,  for  a  confiderable  time,  had  been  fo 
entirely  void  of  all  real  duty  to  the  King,  that  his  Majefly 
had  reafon  to  be  highly  offended  with  him.  He  gave  him 
to  underftand,  that  until  he  fliouid  withdraw  his  regard 
and  confidence  from  thoft  by  whofe  inftigation  and  advice 
he  was  direded  and  encouraged  in  his  unwarrantable  be- 
haviour to  his  Majefty  and  the  Queen,  and  raurn  to  hi» 
duty,  he  fliould  not  refide  in  the  palace :  he,  therefore, 
I  fignified 
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fignified  bis  plufure  that  he  ihould  teare  St.  JaAes't,  CHAP, 
with  ail  his  ftmily,  when  it  conld  be  done  without  pte-  ^_,_  ' ,  j 
Judice  or  inconrenionce  to  the  Princefs.  la  obedience  to  iti7> 
tbia  order,  the  Prince  Rtired  to  Kcw,  tod  made  other 
efforts  to  be  readmitted  into  his  Mkjefiy's  favour,  which, 
hdwevcr,  he  could  not  Rtrieve.  Whatever  might  have 
fceen  his  dc%n  ia  concealing  (o  long  from  the  King  and 
Queen  the  pregnancy  of  the  Frincefs,  and  afterwards  hur- 
raing her  from  place  to  place  in  fuch  a  condition,  to  tht 
fiunifeft  hazard  of  her  life,  his  Majefty  htid  certainly 
Aufe  to  be  offended  at  this  part  of  his  conduA:  though 
the  punifhment  feems  to  have  been  fevere,  if  nstrigorousj 
ft>r  he  was  not  ewn  admitted  into  the  prefence  of  the 
Queen  his  nuMfaer^  to  exprcTs  his  duty  to  her,  in  her  laft 
moments,  to  iffl(dore  her  forgivuwfsj  and  receive  her  laft 
bleffing.  She  died  of  a  mwtificatian  in  her  bowels,  on 
the  tweatieth  day  of  NovnAber,  in  the  Afty-fifth  year  of 
itit  age,  regrettedas  a  prince&of  tincomaion  fagactty,  and 
as  a  pattern  of  corijugal  virtue. 

§  IV.  The  King  opened  the  feffion  of  parliamcHt  on 
the  tweAty-'founh  day  oi  Janoaryi  with  a  fiiort  fpeech, 
ftcommending  the  delpatch  of  the  publick  buiinefs  with 
^udence  and  unanimity.  Each  Houfe  prefented  a  warm 
dddrcfs  of  ctmdolance  on  the  Queen's  death,  with  which 
Re  fcemed  to  be  extremely  affcded.  Though  the  Houfc 
of  Commont  unaniotoufly  fympathifcd  with  the  King  in 
his  affliction,  the  minifler  ftill  met  with  contradifiion  in 
feme  of  his  f^ouriie  meafuref.  One  would  imagine  that  , 
all  the  arguments  for  and  againfl  a  ftanding  army  in  time 
of  peace  had  been  alrca^  exhaulWi  but,  when  it  was 
moved  that  the  fame  number  of  land-forces  which  they  had 
voted  in  the  preceding  year  fbouCd  be  continued  in  pay 
for  the  enfuiilg  year,  the  difpute  wat  renewed  with  fur- 
prifing  vivacity,  and  produced  fdme  reafons  which  had  not 
been  fuggefted  before.  The  adherents  of  the  minider 
feirly  owned  that  if  the  army  fhouid  be  difbanded,  or  even 
confiderabjy  reduced,  they  believed  the  Tory  interell  would 
prevail:  that  the  prefent  number  of  forces  was  abfolutely 
B  3  '        ncCeffary 
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B  o^o  K  neceflary  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which 
■  '  _■  was  filled  with  clamour  and -difcon tent,  as  well  as  to  fup-* 
1737-  port  the  Whig  intereftj  .and  that  they  would  vote  for 
keeping  up  four  times  the  number,  fliould  itbc  found  ex- 
pedient for  thatpurpofe.  The  memhers  in  the  oppofitioa 
replied,  thaf  this  declaration  was  a  feverc  fatire  on  the 
miniftry,  whofe  condutft  had  given  birth toiiich  afpirit  of 
difcontent.  ■  They  faid  it  was  in  effeSt  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgement, that  what  they  c^led  the  Whig  intereft  was  no 
biore  than  an  inconfide table  party,  which  had  engroffed  the 
adminillration  by  indire^  methods;  which  aded  contrary 
to'the  fenfe  of  the  nation  j  and  depended  for  fuppori  upon  a 
military  power,  by  which  the  people  in  general  were  over- 
awed, and  confequently  enflaved.  They  affirmed,  that 
the  difcontent  of  which :  the  miniftry  complaineji -was  in 
3  great  meafure  owing  to  that  very  ftanding  arjjiy,  which 
perpetuated  their  taxes*,  and  hung  over  their  heads,  as  the 
inflruments  of  arbitrary  power  and  oppreffion^  Lord 
Pol  worth  explained  the  nature  of  Whig  principJcs,  an4 
demonftrated  that  the  party  which  diftingui/hed  itfelf 
by  this  appellation  no  longer  retained  the  maxims,  b/j 
which  the  Whigs  were  originally  chara  fieri  fed. '  Sir  John 
u  Hynde  Cotton,  who  fpoke  with  the  courage  aad  freedom 
of  an  old  Englifli  baron,  declared  he  never  knew  a  mepibei; 
of  that  Hou'fe  who  ailed  on  true  Whig  principles  vote  for  a 
ftandingarmy  in  limeof  peace.  "Ihaveheard  of  Whigs 
"  (faid  he)  who  oppofed  all  unlimited  votes  of  credit :  I 
'*  have  heard  of  Whigs  who  looked  upon  corruption  as  the 
"  greateft  curfe  that  could  befall  any  nation:  I  have 
"  heard  of  Whigs  who  efteemed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
"  to  be  the  moft  valuable  privilege  of  a  fite  people, 
"  and  triennial  parliaments  as  the  gteaceft  bulwark  of 
."  their  liberties;  and  I  have  heard  of  a  Whig  adminiftra- 
*'  tion  which  has  refented  injuries  done  to  the  trade  of  the 
"  nation,  and  revenged  infults  offered  to  the  Britifli 
"  flag." — The  miniflry  triumphed  as,  ufual,  and  the 
fame  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

§  V.  Ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  Spaniards  in 

America  had  almoft  incelTantly  infulted  and  diftrefled  the 

■        '■  ■    ■  ■  commerce 
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•omoieiw  of  Great-Britain.  They  dirputed  the  right  of  c  ha  p. 
£nglr(h  traders  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,-  ._  ^ ',  f 
xnd  gather  fait  on  the  ifland  of  Tortugas  j  though  that  jjj?' 
right  was  acknowledged  by  iinplicarion  in  all  the  treaties 
^rhich  had  been  lately  concluded  between  the  rwo  nations. 
The  captains  of  their  armed  veiTels,  known  by  the  name 
of  guarda<coflas,  had  made  a  praifHce  of  boarding  and  plun- 
dering Britifb  fhips,  on  pretence  of  fearching  for  contra- 
band commodities,  on  which  occafions  they  had  be- 
haved with  Che  utmoll  infolence,  cruelty,  and  rapine. 
Borne  of  their  (hips  of  war  had  actually  attacked  a  fleet  of 
EngliOi  merchant-Ihips  at  the  ifland  of  Tortugas,  as  if 
they  bad  been  at  open  enmity  with  England.  They  had 
feifed  and  detained  agreitnitmber  of  Britifh  vefTeU,  impri- 
soned their  crews  and  confifcated  their  cargoes  in  violation 
of  treaties,  in  defiance  of  common  juftice  and  humanity. 
Repeated  memorials  were  prefented  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
ty  the  Britifh  ambrfTadorat  Madrid.  He  was  amufed 
with  evafive  anfwers,  vague  promifes  of  enquiry,  and  ce- 
dulas  of  inftruftions  fent  to  the  Spanifh  governors  in 
America,  to  which  they  paid  no  fort  of  regard.  Not  but 
thatthcSpaniards  had  reafon  to  complain,  in  their  turn, 
of  the  illicit  commerce  which  the  Englilh  traders  from 
Jamaica  and  other  iflands  carried  on  with  their  fubjefls 
cm  the  continent  of  Sotich-America;  though  this  could 
not  jeiftify  the  depredations  and  cruelties  which  the  com- 
manders of  the  guarda-coRas  had  committed,  without 
provocation  or  pretence. 

§  VI.  The  merchants  of  England  loudly  complained  ' 
ofthefe  outrages :  the  nation  was  fired  with  refentment, 
and  cried  for  ven.eancej  but  the  minifter  appeared  cold,  ■ 
phUgmaticfc,  and  timorous.  He  knew  that  a  waj  would 
involve  him  in  fuch  difficulties  as  muft  of  neceffity  en- 
danger "his  adminiilration.  The  treafure  which  he  now 
employed  for  domeftick  purpofcs  muft  in  that  cafe  be 
expended  in  military  armaments  :  the  wheels  of  that  ma- 
chine on  which  he  had  raifed  his  influence  would  no 
lengcr  move:  the  gppofition  would  of  confequence  gain 
B  f  ;  groiuid 
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'°i?  ''"  gt'oun^i  3n<l  the  impofition  of  fre(h  taxes,  neceflary  for 
\^  -,-  '  tl^c  maintenance  of  the  war,  would  Ell  up  tba  meafun 
'717-  of  popular '  refeutment  againft  his  perfon  and  mioiftry. 
Moved  by  chefe  conlide rations,  he  induHrioufly  endeavour- 
ed to  avoid  a  rupture,  and  lo  obtain  fame  fort  of  fatisf^iou 
by  dint  of  memorials  and  ncgociations,  in  which  he  be- 
trayed his  own  fears  to  fuch  a  degree  as  animated  the  Spa- 
niards to  perfiH  in  their  depredations,  and  encouraged  the 
court  of  Madrid  to  difregard  the  remonftrances  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  ambaflador.  But  his  apprehenfion  of  war  did  not  pro- 
ceed from^  Spain  only :  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  were  now  united  by  politicks,  as  well  as  by  confan-- 
guinity;  and  he  did  not  doubt,  that»  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
with  Spain,  they  would  join  their  forces  againft  Great>Bri- 
tain-  Petitions  were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  by  metchantl 
■  =,'■.'■[  from  difFerenf  paits   of  the  kingdom, '  explaining  the  re- 

peated violences  to  which  they  had  been  expofed,'  and  im- 
ploring relief  of  the  parliament.  Thefe  were  referieij  to 
'  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and  an  order  was  made  to 
admit  the  petitioners,  if  they  flaould  think  fit  to  be  heard 
by  themfelves  or  by  counfel.  Sir  John  Barnard  moved  for 
an  addrefs  to  the  King,  that  all  the  memorials  and  papers 
relating  to  the  Spaniih  depredations  fhould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe;  and  this,  with  Tome  alteration  propofed  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  afiually  prefcnted.  In  compli- 
ance with  the  rcqucft,' an  enormpu^bmultitude.  of  letteit 
and    meinoiials  was  produced. 

§  VII.  The  Houfe,  ii^a  grand  committee,  proceeded 

-    to  hear  counfel  for  the  merchants,  and  examine  evidence; 

by  which  it  appeared  that  amazing  a£ts  of  wanton  cruelty  - 

and  injuftice  had   been  perpetrated  by  Spaniards  on    the, 

fubjedts  of  Great- Britain.     Mr.  Pultency  expatiated  upofl 

'  thele  circumAances  of  barbarity.     He  demonftrated,  from 

treaties,  the  right  of  the  Britifh  traders  to 'the  logwood 

of  Campeachy,  and  to  the  fait  of  Tortugas :   he  expofed 

the  pufillanimity  of  the  minifter,  and  ihe. futility  of  hi? 

negociations :  be   nioved  f^   fu^h   refolutions  as  wouI4 
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evince  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation,  and  the'  ^^^'*- 
vigour  of  a  BritiQi  parliament.  Thefe  were  warmTjr  y_,  ,  j 
combated  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  afitrmed  th^  17)^ 
would  cramp  the  mtniftets  in  their  endeavours  to  com- 
^  promife  thefc  differences:,  that  they  would  fruftrate  their 
negociations,  entireRCh  upon  the  King's  prerogative,  and 
precipitate  the  nation  Into  an  unneceflary  and  expenlive 
war.'  Anfwcrs  produced  replies,  and  a  general  debate 
cnfued.  A  relblution  was  reported;  but  the  qucHion  be- 
ing put  for  recommitting  it,  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
The  Houfe,  however,  agreed  to  an  addrers,  befeeching 
his  Majefly  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  eSei^ual  re- 
lief for  his  injured  fubjefls,  to  convince  the  court  of 
Spain  that' his  Majefiy  could  no  longer  fufler  fuch  con- 
Aant  and  repeated  infults  and  injuries  to  be  carried  on,  to 
the  difbonour  of  his  crown,  and  to  the  ruin  of  his  trading 
fubjefls}  and  afibring  him,  that  in  caCe  his  royal  and 
friendly  inftances  with  the  Catholick  King  (hould  mif-  ■ 
carry,  the  Houfe  would  cffe^lually  fupport  his  Majefty  ia 
tailing  fuch  meafures  as  honour  and  juAice  Ihould  make  it 
neceflkry  for  him  to,  purfue.  To  this  addrefs  the  King 
made  a  favourable  anfwer. 

§  Vill.  The  next  important  fubjefl  on  which  both  fides  An.  17JI. 
exercifed  their  talents,  was  a  bill  prepared  and  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Puhcney,  for  the  more  effeilual  fccuring  the 
trade  of  his  Majcfty's  fubjcfts  in  America.  This  was  no 
"other  than  the  revival  of  part  of  two  afls  paffed  ia  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  by  which  the  property  of  all  prizes 
Ulcen  from  the  enemy  was  vefted  in  the  captors :  while  the 
foveteign  was  empowered  to  grant  commilEons  or  charters 
to  any  perfons  or  focietics,  for  taking  any  fhips,  goods, 
harbours,  lands,  or  fortifications  of  the  nation's  -enemica 
in  America,  and  for  holding  and  enjoying  the  fame  as 
their  own  property  and  eftatc  for  ever.  The  miniftry 
endeavoured  to  evade  the  difcuf&on  of  this  bill,  by  amu- 
fjng  the  Houfe  with  other  bufinefs,  until  an  end  (hould  be 
'  put  to  the  feflwn.  A  mean  artifice  was  praftifed  with 
'  this 
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^^iP*^'  '^'s^''*^'';  and,fome  fevere  altercation  paflcd  between  Sir' 
^,  .'- ,  f  Robert  Walpolc  and  Mr.  Pultency.  At  length  the  biH 
J^i*'  was  read,  and  gave  rife  to  a  very  long  and  warm  conteft, 
in  which  the  greateft  orators  of  both  fides  found  oppor- 
tunities to  difplay  their  eloquence  and  fatire.  Mr.  . 
Pultency  defended  the  bill  with  all  the  ardour  of  paternal 
affeftion;  but,  not withftan ding  his  warmeft  endeavours, 
it  was  rejefled  upon  a  divifion. 

§  IX.  When  the  mutiny-bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Ho'ufe 
'  of  Lords,  a  long  debate  arofe  upan  the  number  of  troops 
voted  for  the  enfuing  year.  Lord  Carteret  explained  the 
fituation  of  affairs  in  almoft  every  nation  of  Europe,  with  - 
great  concifenefs  and  precifion.  He  demonftrated  the  im- 
probability of  a  rupture  between  Great-Britain  and  any 
power  againft  which  a  land-army  could  be  of  any  fervice. 
He  examined  "the  domeftick  circumftances  of  the  nation; 
and  proved,  that  whatever  difeontents  there  might  be  in 
the  kingdom,  there  was  iitde  or  no  difaffeftion,  and  no 
ieeming  defign  to  overturn  or  difturbthe  government.  In' 
,  anfwer  to  ah  argument,  that  fuch  a  number  of  regular 
forces  was  necelfary  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumults, 
and  for  enabling  the  civil  magiffrate  to  execute  the  laws 
■  -  ■  ■  of  his  country,-  he  cxprefled  his  hope  that  he  fhould  never 
fte  the  nation  reduced  to  fuch  unfortunate  circumftances : 
hc'faid  a  law  which  the  civiJ  power' was  unable  to  execute 
Biuft  either  be  in  itfeJf  oppreffive,  or  fuch  a  one  as  afforded 
a  handle  for  opprefiion.  In  arguing  for  a  redudiion  of  the 
fiSrces,  he  took  notice  of  the  great  increafe  of  the  national 
expenfs  He  obfervcd,  that  beforethe  Revolution,  the 
people  of  England  did  not  raife  above  two  niillions  for  the 
■whole  of  the  publick  charge ;  but  now  what  was  c:alled 
the  current  expenle,  for  which  the  parliament  annually 
provided,  CKceeded  that  fum,  befides  the  civil  lift,  the  in- 
lereft  due  to  the  publick  creditors,  and  the  finking-fund, 
which  added  together,  compofed  a  burthen  of  fix  millions 
yearly.  The  Karl  of  Chefterfieldj  on  the  fame  fubjefl, 
affirmed  that  flavery  and  arbitrary  power  were  the  certaia- 
confeouencES 
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aonfequences  of  keeping  up  a  ftanding  anny  for  any  sum- 
ber  of  years.     It  is  the  machine  by  which  the  chains  of 
ilavery  are  riyctted  upon  a  free  people.     They  may  b« 
fccretly  prepared  by  cerruption;  but,  unlefi  a  ftandiijg 
,  army  prote^ed  tbofe  that  forged  them,  the  people  would 
break  them  afuhder,  and  chop  off  the  polluted  hands  by 
which  they  were  prepared.   By  degrees  a  free  people  muft 
be  accuftooied  to  be  govo'ned  by  «n  army ;  by  degrees 
that  army  muft  be  made  ftrpng  enough  to  hold  them  in 
fub)e£lion.     En^and  had  for  many  years  been  accuAom- 
ed  to  a  {landing  army,  under  pretence  of  its  being  ne- 
ceflary  to  affift  the  civil  power }  and  by  degrees  the  num^ 
bei  and  ftrength  of  it  have   been  increaftng.     At  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  the  late  Kjng  it  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  :   it 
iboTi  amounted  to  double  that  number,   which  has  been 
fince  augnmited  under  various  pretences.     He,  therefore, 
concluded,  that  flavery,  under  the  difguife  of  an  army  for 
proteding  the  liberties   of  the  people,  was   creeping  in 
upon  them  by  degrees:  if  no  reduction  Ihould  be  made, 
he  declared  he  Ihould  expe£t  in  a  few  years  to  hear  fome 
fflinifter,  or  favourite  of  a  miniller,  terrifying  the  Houfe 
with  imaginary  plots  and  invafiona,  and  making  the  tour 
of  Europe  in  fearch  of  polBblc  dangers,  to  fbow  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  keeping  up  a  mercenary  ftanding  army  three 
times  as  numerous  as  the  prcfent.     In  fpite  of  thefe  fug- 
geftions,  the  ftanding  army  maintained  its  ground.     The 
iame  nobJemett,  alBfted  by  Lord   Bathurft,  diftinguilhcd 
themfelves  in  a  debate  upon  the   Spanifb   depredations, 
which  comprehended  the  fame  arguments  that  were  ufed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     They  met  with  the  fame 
fuccefs  in  both.     Refolutions  equivalent  to  thofe  of  the 
Lower  Houfe  were  taken:   an  addrefs    was   prefented  ; 
and  his   Majefty  afTurcd  them  he  would  repeat,  in  the 
moft  prefEng  manner,  his  inftances  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
in  order  to  obtain  facisfadiion  and  fecurity  for  his  fubjeifla 
trading  to  America.     This  alTurance  was  renewed  in  bit 
Ipeech  at  the  clofe  of  the  fetSon,  on  the  twentieth  of  May, 
yhen  t}ie  parliament  was  prorogued, 

§X. 
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$  X.  At  this  period  the  Princers  of  Wales  wxi'delivertil 
J  oFa  fon)Wbowasbat)t(rcdty  diename  afGewge,  now 
King  of  Great- Britain,  His  birth  wag  qdcbrated  with 
uncommon  rejoicings ;  addrefies  of  cwigcs^Iation  were 
prefcnted  to  the  King  by  the  two  univctfitico,  and  by  . 
almoft  all  the  cities  and  communities  of  the  khigiloii). 
Butthe  prince  of  Wales  ftill  laboured  under  the  difplea- 
fuVe  of  his  Majefty,  who  iMd  ordered  the  Lord-Cfatiober- 
lain  to  figiiify  in  the  Gazette,  that  no  perfon  who  Tifited 
the  Prince  Hiould  be  admifted  to  the  court  at  St.  James's. 
His  royal  higbnefs  was  diveRedc^  all  the  extjernal  marka 
of  royalty,  and  lived  likcaprivate' gentlemaa,  cuhivatilig 
the'virtues  of  a  focial  life,  and  enjoying  the  beft  fruits  of 
conjugal  felicity.  In  thelattef  end  of  thisnoiitb^  Rear- 
Admiral  Haddock  fit  fail  with  a  ftrong  (qiiadron  forth* 
Mediterranean,  which  it  was;  hoped  would  giw  wc^ht  to 
the  negocinCionof  che  Gritifh  minifter  at  the  OoiAt  of  Ma^ 
drid.  The  ait  to  difcourage  the  retail  o^fpirittous  liquors 
had  incenfed  the  populace  tofuch  a  degree  »  occafioned 
numbcrlefs  tumults  in  the  cities  of  LondOA  and  Wefimia- 
fler.  They  were  fo  additfted  to  the  ufe  of  thar  pemicioui 
compound  known  by  the  appellation  of  gin  or  geneva, 
that  they  ran  all  rifques  rather  than  forego  it  entirely  j 
and  fo  little  regard  was  paid  to  the  lawliy  whfch  itwa» 
prohibited,  that  in  lels  than  two  years  twelve  thoufend 
perfons  within  the  bills  of  mortality  wero  cotivi&d  of 
having  fold  it  illegally.  Nearly  one  half  erf  that  number 
were  call  in  the  penalty  of  One  hundred  pounds  :  and  three 
thoufand  perfons  paid  ten  poands  each,  ,foran  exemp- 
tion from  the  difgrace  of  being  committed  to  the  houfc  of 
correction, 

§  XI.  The  war  maintained  by  the  Emperor  and  the 
Czarina  againft  the  Ottoman  Porte  had  not  yet  produced 
any  declfive  event.  Count  Seckendorf  was  difgraced  and 
confined,  on  account  of  the  ill  fucccfs  of  the  laft  campaign. 
General  Doxatwas  tried  by  a  council  of  war  at  Belgrade, 
and  condemned  to  death,  for  having  furrendered  to  the 
enemy   the  town   of  NilTa,    in  which  he  commanded. 

The 
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The  iiet  of  the  empire  granted  a  fuhfidjr  of  fifty  Roman  c  H  ap- 
months  to  the  Emperor,  who  began  to  make  vigorous  ^  _f 

preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign :  but,' in  the  mean  >73<* 
tine,  Ragotfki,  vaivode  of  Tranfylvznia,  revolted  againfl 
the  boufc  of  Auftria,  and  brought'  a  confiderable  amif 
into  the  field,  under  the  proteflion  of  the  Grand-Signor. 
He  was  immediately  proclaimed  a  rebel,  and  a  price  fee 
upon  his  head  by  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Turki  ulcing 
the  field  early,  reduced  the  fort  of  Ufitza,  and  Meadia, 
and  undertoofc  the  ficge  of  Orfova,  which^  however, 
diey  abMidoned  at  the  approach  of  the  Imperial  army, 
commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  affilled  by 
Count  Konigfegg.  The  Turks  being  re-enforced, 
jnarchcd  back,  and  attacked  the  Imperialills,  by  whom 
they  were  rcpulfed  after  an  obflinate  engagement.  The 
Germans,  notwichflanding  this  advantage,  repaflcd  the 
Danube;  and  then  the  mfidels  made  thenifelves  maftcrs  of 
Orfova,  where  they  found  a  fine  train  of  artillery,  defigned 
for  the  fiege  of  Widin.  By  the  conqueft  of  this  place, 
the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open  to  their  gallies  and 
veffels ;  and  the  Germans  retired  under  the  canon  of  Bel- 
grade. In  the  Ukraine,  the  RuHians  under  General 
Count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  over  the  Turks  in 
two  engagements ;  and  General  Lacy  routed  the  Tartars 
of  the  Crimea :  but  they  returned  in  greater  numbers,  and 
harralTed  the  Mufcovites  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  intercepting 
their  provifions,  and  deftroying  ihe  country,  that  they 
Were  obliged  to  abandon  the  lines  of  Precops. 

§  XII.  In  the  month  of  Ot^ober,  an  alfair  of  very 
fmall  importance  produced  a  rapture  between  the  King 
of  Denmark  and  the  Eleflor  of  Hanover.  A  detachment 
of  Hanoverians  took  by  alTault  the  caftle  of  Steinhoift,  be- 
longing to  the  Privy-counfellorWederkop,  and  defended 
by  thirty  Danifii  dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to 
repel  force  by  force.  Several  men  were  killed  on  both 
fides,  before  the  Hanoverians  could  enter  tbe  place,  whea 
the  garrifon  u^as  difarmed,  and  conducted' to  the  frontiers. 
This  petty  difpute,  about  a  fmall  territory  which  did  not 

yield 
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BOOK    yield  the  value  of  one  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  had  wdl 
,__.    '-  .^  nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a  v/ar,  vrhich,  in  all  probability, 

',  ^7i^'  GreauBritain  mull  have  maintained:  but  this  diljiute 
was  compromifed  by  a  convention  between  the  Kings  of 
England  and  Denmark. 

§  XIII.  The  feffion  of  parliament  wasopcnedon  the 
firliday  of  February,  when  the  King,  in  his  fpeech  to 
both  Houfes,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  a  convention 
was  concluded  and  ratified  between  him  and  the  King  of 
Spain,  who  had  obliged  himfcif  to  malce  reparation  to  the 
Eritifh  fubjefls  for  their  lofles,  by  certain  ftipulated  pay- 
ments :  the  plenipotentiaries  were  named  and  appointed 
for  regulating,  within  a  limited  time,  all  thbfe  grievances 
and  abufes  which  had  hitherto  interrupted  the  commerce 
of  Great -Britain  in  the  American  feas ;  and  for  fettling 
all  matters  in  difpute,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  for  the 
future  prevent  and  remove  alt  new  caufes  and  pretenfes  of 
complaint.  The  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  approbation 
was  difputed  as  ufual.  Though  the  convention  was  not 
yetlaid  before  the  Houfe,  the  nature  of  it  was  well  known 
to  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition.  Sir  William  Wyndham 
obferved,  that  if  the  miniflry  had  made  the  refolutions 
taken  by  theparliament  inthe  laft  feffion  the  foundation 
of  their  demands;  if  they  had  difcovcred  a  refolution  to 
break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  depart  from  the  fenfe 
of  parliament,  either  a  defenfive  treaty  might  have  been 
obtained,  or  by  this  time  the  worll  would  have  been 
known  :  but,  by  what  appeared  from  his  Majefty's  fpeefch, 
the  convention  was  no  other  than  a  preliminary ;  and, 
in  all  probability,  a  very  bad  preliminary.  He  fup- 
pofed  the  minifler  had  ventured  to  clothe  fome  of  his 
creatures  with  full  powers  to  give  up  the  rights  of  the 
nation  i  for  they  might  do  it  if  they  durft.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  in  anfwer  to  thefe  fuggeftions,  affirmed,  that 
the  miniftry  had  on  this  occafion  obtained  more  than.ever 
on  like  occafions  was  known  to  he  obtained ;  that  they 
had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country  with  her  true 
intcreft ;  that  this  peace  was  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages 


G    E    O    R    G    £      II,  15 

tages tfiat the moft  fuccefsful  arms  could  have procnred :    chap, 

that  future  ages  would  confider  this  as  the  moft  glorious  .  ,  '  ^ 
period  of  our  hiftory,  and  dojuftice  to  the  councils  that  173S. 
produced  the  happy  event,  which  every  gentleman  divefted 
of  paSion  and  prejudice  was  ready  to  do;  and  which,  he 
believed,  the  prefent  age,  when  rightly  informed,  would 
not  refufe.  In  a  word,  he  extolled  his  own  convention 
with  the  moll  extravagant  encomiums. 

§XIV.  TheHouferefoIvedto  addrefs  the  King,  that 
copies  of  all  the  memorials,  reprefcn  tat  ions,  letters,  and 
papers,  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  or  his  fecretary  of  flatc, 
lelatlng  to  depredations,  Ihould  be  fubmitted  to  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  Houfe  :  but  fome  members  in  the  oppofition 
were  not  contented  with  this  refolution.  Then  Mr. 
Sandys,  who  may  be  termed'  "  the  motion -maker," 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  deiiring  that  the  Houfe  might  infpe£t 
all  letters  written,  and  inftruflions  given  by  the  fccre- 
taries  of  (late,  or  commifHoners  of  the  AdmiraJty,  to  any 
of  the  Britifh  governors  in  America,  or  any  commander  in 
chief,  or  captains  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,  or  his 
Majelly's  minlfter  at  the  court  of  Spain,  or  any  of  his 
Majefty's  confuls  in  Europe,  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
relating  to  lofles  which  the  Britiih  fubje^s  had  fuAained 
by  means  of  depredations  committed  by  the  fubjc£ls  of 
Spain  in  Europe  and  America.  This  was  an  unreafonabte 
propoial,  fuggellcd  by  the  fpiritof  animofity  and  fatflion* 
Mr.  H.  Walpolcjuftiy  obferved,  that  a  compliance  with 
fuch  an  addrefs  might  lay  open  the  moft  private  tranf- 
ailions  of  the  cabinet,  and  difcover  fecrets  that  ought^ 
for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  concealed.  It  would 
difcover  to  the  court  of  Spain  the  uhimatum  of  the  King's 
demands  and  conc'efBons,  and  the  nation  would  thereby 
be  deprived  of  many  advantages  which  it  might  reap, 
were  no  fuch  difcovery  made.  He  faid,  that  as  foon  as 
.  the  differences  betwixt  the  two  courts  fhould  arrive  at  fuch 
acrilTs,  and  not  before,  the  confuls  were  inflru£ted  to 
give  notice  to  the  merchants,  that  they  might  retire  in 
time  with  their  eSc&a ;  but,  Should  fuch  inllru^on  come 
5  » 
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BOOK  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Spaniards,  it  would  be  a  kind  of 
.  '„_f  watch-word  to  put  them  on  their  guard,  and  unavoidably 
i7}S.  occafion  the  ruin  of  many  thoufandsof  Britifli  fuhje^s.' 
Certain  it  is,  no  government  could  afl  either  in  external 
OrdomeQick  affairs  wi^  proper  influence,  dignity,  and 
defpatch,  if  every  letter  and  inftruftion  relating  to  an 
unfinifhed  negociation  Ihould  be  expofed  to  the  view  of 
finch  a  numerous  aflembly,  compofed  of  individuals  a6iu- 
ated  by  motives  in  themfelves  diametrically  oppofite.  The 
motion  being  rejefled  by  the  majority,  the  fame  gentle- 
man moved  again  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  Majelly  would 
gitedircflions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  fuch 
memorials  or  rep  refen  tat  ions  as  had  been  made,  either  to 
the  King  of  Spain  or  to  his  mintflers,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  relating  to  the  depredations  committed  in  Europe 
or  America.  A  debate  enfued ;  and,  upon  a  dtvilion,  the 
queftion  paflcd  in  the  negative. 

§  XV.  The  Houfe,  in  a  committee  of  fupply,  voted 
twelve  thoufand  feamen  for  the  ftrviceof  theenfuing  year, 
and  theftanding  army  was  continued  without  redu^ion, 
•  though  powerfully  attacked  by  the  whole  flrength  of  the 
oppofition.  The  Commons  likewife  ordered  an  addrefs 
tohisMajefly,  for  the  copies  of  feveral  memorials  fines 
the  treaty  of  Seville,  touching  the  rights  of  Great -Britain, 
or  any  infra£lion  of  treaties  which  had  not  been  laid  before 
them,  Thefc  were  accordjiigly  fubmitied  to  the  inrpedtion 
of  the  Houfe.  Ry  this  time  the  convention  itfelf  was  not 
only  prefented  to  the  Commons,  but  alfo  publiffaed  for 
the  informaiion  of  the  people.  Divers  merchants,  plant- 
ers, and  others  trading  to  America,  the  cities  of  London 
and  Briftol,  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  the  ownert 
of  fundry  fliips  which  had  been  feifed  by  the  Spaniards, 
o^ered  petitions  againft  the  convention,  by  which  the 
fubjeiQs  of  Spain  were  fo  far  from  giving  up  their  ground- 
lefs  and  unjuAitiable  pra^ice  of  vifiting  and  fearching; 
Sritifli  (hips  failing  to  and  from  the  Britifli  plantations, 
that  they  appeared  to  have  claimed  the  power  of  doing  it 
tisa   right:  for  they  infilled  that  the  differences   which 

bad 
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bad  arifen  concn'hing  it  Ihould  be  referred  to  plenipo-  chaF, 
tehtiaries,  to  bedifcufledbythein,  without  even  agreeing  ^_  '  , 
to  aMbinfrom  fuc1i  viliCation  and  fearch  during  the  time  i;}!. 
tjiat  the  difcuffioti  of  this  affair  might  )aft.  The/ ,  there- 
fore, prayed  that  they  might  have  An  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  and  allowed  to  reprefait  the  great  hnpoitance  of 
the  BritUh  trade  to  and  from  the  ptatitxtions  in  America  j 
tfie  dear  indifputable  ngtit  which  they  had  to  enjoy  it, 
vithout  being  Aopped,  viRted,  or  fearched,  by  the  Spa- 
niardi,  on  any  pretence  whatfoeverj  and  the  certain  in- 
evitable deftru<E)Jon  of  all  the  riches  and  ftrength  derived 
to  Great- Britain  fiom  that  trade,  if  a  fearch  of  Brttifli 
Ihips  failing  to  and  from  tbeir  own  planutions  fbould  be 
tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or  under  any  reftriSion*,  or 
even  if  the  freedom  of  this  navigation  fhould  continue 
much  longer  inaftateof  uRcertainty.  Thefe  petttioas 
were  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  conGder  of 
the  convention.  Another  remonftrance  was  lilcewife  pre- 
feiited  by  the  truftecs  foreftablifbing  the  colony  ofGeorgia, 
fetting  forth,  that  the  King  of  Spain  claimed  that  colony 
as  part  of  his  territories;  and  that  by  the  convention,  lite 
regulation  of  the  limits  of  Carolina  and  Florida  wa*  re- 
ferred to  the  determination  of  plenipotentiaries ;  lb  that 
the  colony  of  Georgia,  which  undoubtedly  belonged  to 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  was  left  in  difpute,  while  the 
fettlers  remained  in  the  moft  precarious  and  dangerous 
fituation.  It  was  mo^ed  that  the  merchants  (hould  be 
heard  by  their  counfel  r  but  the  propofal  was  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  by  the  oiiniflry,  and  rejeded  upon  a  diviiion. 

§XVL  This  famous  convention,  concluded  at  the 
Pardo  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  imported,  That 
within  fix  weeks,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  on  which 
the  ratifications  were  exchanged,  ^wo  miniftcrs  pleni- 
potentiaries (hould  meet  at  Madrid,  to  confer  and  finally 
regulate  the  refpeflive  pretenfions  of  the  two  crowns,  with 
relation  to  the  trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Eu-  .'-'J 

rope,  and  to  the  limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,  as  *dl  as  '/ 

concerning  oiher  points  which  remained  likewife  to  be 
Vol.  HI.  -  C  ,  .   ad^ed. 
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BOOK    adjufted,   »:cording  to  the  former  treaties  fubriftingbfr- 

I,  "  ■  tween  the  two  nations :  That  the  plenipotentiaries  fhoiild 
i¥j!.  iinifli  their  conferences  within  the  fpace  of  eight  months ; 
That  in  the  mean  time  no  pr^rels  0\aulcl  be  made  in  thp 
fortifications  of  Florida  and  Carolina :  That  his  Catha>- 
lick  Majefty  fliould  pay  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain  the 
Aim  of  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds,  for  a  balance  due  to 
the  crown  and  fubjefls  of  Great-Britain,  after deduAion 
made  of  the  demands  of  the  crown  and  fubje£ts  of  Spain : 
>  That  this  fum  Qiould  be  employed  for  the  fa  t  is  la  £1  ion,  dif - 
charge,  aii^  payment  of  the  demands  of  the  firilifli  fub}e£ls 
upon  the  crown  of  Spain :  That  this  reciprocal  difcharge, 
however,  (hould  not  extend  or  relate  to  the  accounts  and 
differences  which  fubfifted  and  were  to  be  fettled  between 
the  ciown  of  Spain  and  the  alTicnto  company,  nor  to  an/ 
.  '.particular  or  private  contrads  that  might  fubfift  between 
either  of  the  two  crowns,  or  their  mintDers,  with  the  fuh- 
jedsof  the  other;  or  between  thefubje&  and  fubje^s  of 
,each  nation  reipedively  :  That  hie  Catholick  Majefly 
ihould  caufe  the  fum  of  ninety  five  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
paid  at  .London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  latifications  were  exchanged.  Such 
Wat  the  fubflanceof  that  convention,  which  alarmed  and 
proVoked  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Great  Britain, 
excited  the  indignation  of  all  thofe  who  retained  any 
regard  for  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  raifed  a  ge- 
neral cry  agunft  the  minillcr  who  Rood  at  the  helm  of 
adminilhation. 

§  XVII.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  noW 
turned  upon  the  Houfc  of  Commons.  The  two  contend- 
ing parties  fummoned  their  whole  force  for  the  approach- 
ing difpute:  on  the  day  appointed  for  confidering  the 
convention,  four  hundred  members  had  taken  their  feats 
by  eight  in  the  morning.  In  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houle,  certain  Weft- India  merchants  and  planters  were 
heard  agalnft  the  convention:  fo  that  this  and  the  foUow;- 
ing  day  were  employed  inreading  papers  and  obtaining  lA- 
formatioa.  Ontheeighth  day  of  March  Ml.H.  Walpole 
having 
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bdiving  launched  out  in  the  pi'aife  of  that  agfeement,  moved 
Foranaddrefs  of  approbation  tohisMajefty,  Hewasfecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pern brolcdh  Ire  j  and  the  debate 
biigiin  with  extraordinary  ardotir.  He  who  SrSi  iiSin- 
guifhcd  himfelf  in  the  liAs  was  Sir  Thomaa  Sinderfon, 
at  that  time  treifiirer  to  riie  Prince  of  Wales,  alterwards 
£arl  of  Scarborough.  All  the  officers  and  adherents  of 
his  royal  highncTs  had  jbined  the  Oppoftiion  ;  and  he  him- 
felf  on  this  occafion  fat  in  the  gallery,  to  hear  the  debate 
on  fuch  an  important  tranfadion;  Sir  Thomas  Sander-^ 
fonobferved,  that  the  Spaniards  by  theconventioni  inflead 
of  giving  us  reparation,  had  obliged  us  to  give  them  a  ge- 
neral relealc.  ThiCy  had  hot  allowed  the  word  SztJsfadion 
to  be  fo  much  as '  once  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  Even 
the  Spanifli  pirate  who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of  Captain  Jen- 
kins*j  and  ufed  the  moft  infulting  exprelfion  towards  the 
perfonof  the  King— an  cxprefliDn  which  no  firitilh  fub- 
Jeft  could  decently  repeat — an  expreffion  which  no  man 
that  had  a  regard  for  his  fovercign  could  ever  forgive— eveo 
this  fellow  livtd  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  rcr 
mained  a  living  teftimony  of  the  cowardly  tamenefs  and 
mean  fubmiffibn  of  Great- Britaia}  of  the  triumphant 
C  A  haughtinefs 

*  CiiptiUD  Jenkins  wai  maftrr  of  a  ^olilffi  meccliinC  Ihip.  He  was  boird' 
ed  by  ihe  tipUiii  of  a  SpufiOi  gulrda-colta,  vKo  [Rited  him  m  the  moil 
barbaroui  maniKr.  The  Spmiarda,  iftet  hanng  rumniaged  hii  Kllel  li>T 
what  the;  called  dulraband  coninodiiiei,  withoot  finding  my  thiDf  to 
junifythdr  ftarch,  infulted  Jenkiai  with  th«  muft  opprobriaui  1nve£livr). 
They  [arc  o»' one  of  his  ens,  bidding  him  carry  it  to  his  King,' and  tcJl  him 
(liey  woulJ  ftrre  him  In  the  Tamt  manner.  Oiauld  an  opportunity  ofTer:  thry 
tortuRd  him  vith  the  moH  iliocking  cruelty,  and  threatened  hin  wltfi 
impRdiatt  death.  Thit  manwueiamioedtt  the  bu  of  the  Hiiufe  of  Cgm- 
maai,  and  being  aOted  by  a  member,  what  he  thought  when  he  found  him- 
(df  in  the  hindiof  fuch  barbarians.'  "  I  recommended  my  foul  lo  God  (faid 
«  he)  andfny  canfetotnyiountrj."  ThE.behaTiour  of  (hl»  braTC  feanan, 
(hefigktaf  UtEor,  which  wai  prodncrd,  wttb  hiaiiccountof  (he  indignitie* 
yrbUhb>iM^a  offtnita  the  nation  and  fuTSielgn  of  Grcit-Biitaipt  filled 
the  whale  Honfe  wilh'indignation.  Jetikins  was  afterward)  employed  in  the 
fervic'e  of  the  EaA-lndia  company  :  he  approved  himfeif  worthy  of  his  good 
fortune,  in  along  engagement  i«th  the  pirate  ^gria,  daring  which  he  be- 
haved witheitraordinjiycoutageand  condirfbi  «nd  fared  biiovtalhip,  with 
.  thieeoth'-    thaewet-it'     '■H'-nvoy. 
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BOOK  haughtioers,  and  ftubborn  pride  trf  Spain.  LoH  GagFr 
■L  ,'i  ..■  oneof  the  mpH  keen^  fptntedt  and  £ircaftick  orators  in 
ni^-  the  Houfe,  ftated  in  this  manner  the  Account  of  the  (ati»- 
/^dion.obuined  from  .  the  court  of  Spain  by.tbe  conven- 
tion :  the  loiles  fuf^atncd  by  the  Spanifli  depredation* 
amounted  to  three  iuindred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds.  . 
The  comnuJTary,  by  a  flroke  of  his  pen«  Feduced  this  de^ 
Riand  to  two  hundred  thouf^n^  pounds }  then  forty-itw 
thoufand  wece  ftrucktrfF  for  prompt  paynient.  He  ucxt 
allotted  fixty  thoufand  pounds  as  ^  reaiaiiui^  part  of  » 
debt  pretended  to  be  due  to  Spaih^  for  the  defbu^ion  of 
her  fleot  by  $ir  George  Byng^  though  it  appeared  by  the 
inftruftions  on  the  table^  that  Spain  had  been  al^ready 
amply  latisfied  on  that,  head,  Tfaefe  dedudiccis  reduced 
the  tralancc  to  nin«ty-five  thoufaadpounds ;  but  the  King 
of  Spain  infixed  upon  the  South-Sea  company's  p>yin^ 
immediately  the  fum  of  iixty-eight  thoufand  pounds^  as  » 
debt  due  to,htm  ononehead.of  accovuiu^  though,  in  other 
articles,  his  Catholick  Mijefty  was  indebted  to  the  cotB>- 
^ny  a  nullion  over  and  above  tiua  demand.  The  se- 
maindet  to  be  paid  by  Spain  did  not  exceed  feven-and- 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  from  which  flie  inliffed  upon 
deduding  whatever  Ihe  might  have  abeady  given  in  facis- 
iai^ion  for  any  of  the  Britift  fliipi  that  had  been  taken ;, 
and  on  being  allowed  the  value  of  the  St.  Therefa,  & 
Spanifli  flitp  which  had  been  feifed  in  the  port  ofDubliik 
Mr.  W.  Pitt,  with  an  energy  of  argument  *id  difiicni' 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  declaimed  againft  the  convention,  as 
infecnre,  unfatisfa^ory,  and  dlihonourable  to  Gieat^- 
,  Britain,  He  faid  the  great  national  obje<3ion,  thefearch- 
ing  of  Britifli  fhips,  was  not  omitted,  indeed,  in  the  pre- 
amble^ but  ftood  there  as  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as^ 
the  llrongefl:  evidence  of  the  fatal  fubmiflton  that  followed  ; 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  an  ufurpation,  an  inhuman  tyrannjr  ' 
cfaiined  and  exercifed  over  the  American  Teas :  on  the  part 
of  England,  an  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and*  front 
God  and  nature  declared  and  aflerted  in  the  refolutlons  oC 
parliunent,  vi^te  now  referred  to  die  difcuffion  of  pte- 
<  nipotentiaries* 
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a^poteBttaries,  upon  oat  snd-  the  fame  eqH^foet.  This  ^'^'* 
vndonbttd  right  was  to  be  iftfcuKtl  iMd  regnlited ;  znd  if  ,_,  f 
to  reflate  be  to  pFcfciibe'ruIeSjflsinall  cen&iidion  it  is,  '  ijj,%. 
chat  right  was,  by  the  expKls  words  of  the  ctMinntion, 
to  be  givcD  up  and  facriliced :  for  kmuft  ccafe  to  be  any 
thing  fRHs  the  momeat  it  is  fubm^ed  to  limitation.  Mr, 
Lyttcltoo,  with  equal  £xce  and  fldcncy,  anfwered  the 
fpeech  of  Mr,  H.  Walpole.  «  After  he  had  ufcd  many 
*'  arguments  to  perfusde  us  to  ^e^e  (faid  he)  to  aHy 
**  peace,  good  or  bad,  by  pointing  out  the  dangers-of  t 
**^  war,  dangers  I  by  no  means  allow  to  be  fuch  as  he  re- 
**  pvefents  them,  he  ctowned  all  thoft  terrours  with  the 
*'  name  of  the  Pretender.  It  wwild  be  the  caule  of  th^ 
«  Pretender.  The  Pretender  wanW  tome.  Is  the  ho- 
**  nourable  gentleman  fenlible  what  this  langilage  im- 
'**  -ports  f  The  j>eople  of  England  Complain  of  the  greateft , 
"  wrangi  and  indignities:  they  complain  of  the"  intet** 
**  niption,  the dcftnifiion  of  their  trade:  they  think  the 
*'  peace  has  left  them  in  a  worie  condition  than  before  i 
**  and  in  anfwerto  til  thefe  complaints,  whatarcthey  ttJd  f 
**  Why*  that'  their  continuing  tofufier  all  this,'  i^  the 
"**  price  they  muft  pay  to  keep  the  King  and  his  family  ba 
**  the  throne  of  thefe  realAa.  If  this  tfere  true,  it  ought 
**  not  to  be  owned  ;■  but  it  is  far  from  truth;  the  very 
**  reveife  iftme.'    Nothing  can  weaken  the  f^nily;  iio-  ' 

*'  dting  fltakc  the  eftablifluncnt,  bed  (atix  ineafures  aa' 
*'  thefe,  and  fuch  language  as  this."  He  affirmed,  that' 
if  thb  minifters  had  proceeded  conformably  to  the  inten-' 
tiona  of  parliomertt,  thfey  would  either  have  aAed  with 
vigour,  or  h&ve  obtained  a  real  fecufity  in  an  exprefs  ac- 
knowledgement of  Out  Timt  dot  to  bcVe^ched,  as  a  pre- 
liMiiiary,  ^>u if M  tuHi'  to'dat  treating  at  ^I.  Inftead  of 
tills, they  had  refa'rea jj'to  idenipgtentiaries.  •*  'Wouli 
**  you.  Sir  (fatd  h'e)/ubmit  to  a  reference,  whether  yoii 
*'  may  travel  unmddled  from  yoiir  boufe  in  town  to  your 
**  hou(e  in  the'c<m'fttry  f  Your  rig^t  is  clear  'and  un- 
*'  deniable,  why  would  you  hare  it  difcufled';  but  much 
"  Jeft  #ouId  yourefcrit,  if  two  of  your  judges  belonged  ■ 
...  :.  ...  .-..   •    c-  iJ         -  ■■■■  ^'-       ■*»  to 
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"  to  a  gang  whicb  has  often  ficippcd.^d  ^obbed:ypU:,4(i 
I  **  your  way  i,l|iither  before."— The,  mi nUlers,  in  vio^?:' 
"cation  of  the  I convpnuo^,  aflerted,:  that  the  ratt$fa«^ion - 
granted  by  Spain  was  adequate  to  the  injury  received:  that, 
itAfas  on\y  the  preliminary  (>f  a  treaty  which  would  remoV* 
all.caufes  of  complaint :  that  war  w^s  always  exp^nTive' 
and  deuimental  tp  a  trading  iiation,- as. w^ll  as  uncert^n^ 
in,  its  events.:  that  .France  and  Spain  would  certainly  join,, 
their  forces  in  cafe  of  a  capture  with  Qreat-Britain  :  that 
tl^ere  was  not  one  power  in  Europe  uppii  which  tlie.En- 
glifli  could  depend  for  effc£lual  affiftance  i ,  and  that  wac 
w(>i|Id^  favpur  the  catife  aijd  de£gns  pfapopilh,  pretender.  ' 
Tiie  Houfe,  upon.adivifion,  agreed  to  theaddrefsj  hut - 
when  ajnotion  w^s  made  for  its  beiijg  recommitted,  t^a 
tyo  garties  renewed  tt^e  engagement  with  redoubled 
eagernefs  ^d  impetuolity.  Sir  WUliam  Wyndham  and: 
Mr...P-ultency  poured  ^11  the  thunder  of  tWir  eloquence 
ag^nll  the  infolence  of  Spain,  a^d  the  conccdions  of  tha- 
Bri^fh  miniftry.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  exeried  all  his  fpr-- 
titude  and  dexterity  indefenfe  of  himfelfand  his  meafures^ . 
and.the  queftton  being  put,  the.refolutions.  for  the  addi^efs  > 
wjwe.  carried  by  ^fmall  majority. 

■§XViII.  Then  Sir  Williani  Wyndham  (landing  up, 
made  a  patl)eticlc  remoDllranci;  upon  thiad^rmination.- 
*f  This  addrefs  (faid  (le)  is  intended  to  convince  man- 
*'.  kind,  that  the  treaty  under  our  confideration  is  a  rea-. 
».'  fonable  and  an  honourable  treaty.  .  But  if  a  majority.of 
**  twenty-eight  in  fuch  a,  full  Houfe  flipuld  fail  of  that 
'^  fuccefs  }  if  the  pcoplelhould  not  itnplicitly  refign  tbeir. 
*'  reafon  to  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  what  will  be  the  con  fe-. 
"  (juence?  Will  not  the  parliament  lofe  its  authority? 
"  Will  it  not  be  thouglit,  that  even  in, tbe  parliament  we 
**  are  governed  by  a  faftion  ?  ai>d  what  the  confequence  of 
•^  this  may  be,  I  lpa.vc  to  thofe  gentlemen  to  confider,  who 
*'  are  now  to  give  their  vote  for  this  addrefs :  for  my  own. 
'^  part,  I  will  trouble  you  no  more;  but,  with  thefe  my 
*^  laft  words,  I  llnce rely  pray  to  Almighty  God,  who  has 
f*  fo  often  wonderfully  protefled  tbefe  kingdoms,  that  ho 
!*.  will  gnicioully  continue  hfs  protection  over  them,  by 
•'  pre^ 


G    E    O    It    0    E'    II. 

«  prefeiYingusfrom  that  iinpendini  danger  which  threat- 
**  ens  the  nation  from  without,  and  Ukewife  from  that  , 
*'  impending  danger  which  threatepi  our  conftitution 
•*  from  within."  The  miniller  was  on  th'u  occafioa 
deferted  by  his  ufual  temper,  and  even  provoked  into 
peifonal  abuie.  He  declared,  that  the  gentleman  who 
was  now  the  mouth  of  his  opponents  had  been  look- 
ed upon  as  the  head  of  thofe  traitors,  who  twenty, 
five  years  before  confpired  the  deArudion  of  their  country 
and  of  the  royal  family,  in  order  to  fct  a  popilh  pretender 
upon  the  throne :  that  he  was  feifed  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  then  government,  and  pardoned  by  its  clempncy  j 
but  all  the  ufe  he  had  ungratefully  made  of  that  cleraencj', 
was  to  quafify  himfelf  according  to  law,  that  he  and  his 
party  might  ibrtie  time  or  other  hai^e  an  opportunity  to 
overthrow  all  Jaw.  He  branded  them  alias  traitors,  and 
exprefled  his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite  all 
tlie  true  friends  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment.  To 
fuch  adegrec  of  mutual  animofity  were  both  (ides  inflamed, 
that  the  moft  eminent  inembers  of  the  minority  aiSually 
retired  from  parliament;  and  were  by  the  nation  in  general 
revered  as  martyrs  to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

§  XIX.  The  difputeoccalionedby  the  convention  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  was  maintained  with  equal  warmth,  and 
j)erh3ps  with  more  abilities.  After  this  famous  treaty  had 
teen  confidered,  Lprd  Carteret  fuggcfted,  that  po/Tiblyone 
of  the  cootrsfling  powers  had  prefentcd  a  protefl  or.de- 
fclaratjor^  imparting  that  fhc  acceded  to  fuch  or  fuch  a 
meafure,  only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that  pra- 
teft  or  declaration  flioulJ  be  made  good.  He  faid,  that 
until  his  mind  (hould  be  free  from  the  moft  diAant  fuf- 
ptcion  that  fuch  a  paper  might  exift  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
he  could  not  forma  juft  opinion  of  the  tranfafliw  himfelf, 
nor  communicate  to  their  lurdlhips  any  light  which  might 
be  neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  The  adherents  to  ^e  niinillry 
endeavoured  to  evade  his  curiofijy  in  this  particular,  by 
general  alTertions:  but  he  infifted  on  his  fufpicion  with 
fuch  perfeverance,  that  at  length  tlie  mipiftry  producetj 
t^e  copy  of  a  declaration  made  hy  the  Sjng  of  Spain  before 
9*  M 
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BOOK  be  ratified  the  convention,  fignifying  that  his  Catfaolick 
\_.-J-  f  Majcfty  refervcd  to  himfelf,  in  its  full  force,  the  right  of 
»7J8'  being  able  to  fufpend  the  affiento  of  negroes,  in  cafe  the 
company  ihould  not  pay  within  a  Ihort  time  the  fum  of 
fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds  fterljng,  owing  to  Spain  on 
the  duty  of  negroes,  or  on  the  proht  of  the  fliip  Caroline : 
That  under  the  validity  and  force  of  thli  proteff,  the 
figning  of  the  faid  convention  might  be  proceeded  on, 
,  and  in  no  other  manner.  In  the  debate  that  enfued.  Lord 
Carteret  difplayed  a  furprifing  extent  of  political  know- 
ledge, recommended  by  all  the  graces  of  elocution,  chafte, 
pure,  dignified,  and  delicate.  Lord  Bathurft  argued  againll 
the  articles  of  convention  with  his  ufual  fpirlt,  integrity, 
and  good  fenfe,  particularly  animated  byan  honeft  indig- 
nation, which  the  wrongs  of  his  country  had  infpired. 
The  Earl  of  Chederlield  attacked  this  inglorious  meafure 
with  all  the  weight  of  argument,  and  all  the  poignancy  of 
fatire.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  no  longer  a  partifan  of  the 
tniniflry,  inveighed  againft  it  as  infamous,  -  tire  ache  rous, 
and  dellru^ive,  with  all  the  fire,  impetuofity,  and  en- 
thufiafm  of  declamation.  It  was  defended  with  unequal 
arms  by  the  Duke  of  NeWcaflle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmond- 
ley.  Lord  Hervcy,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  theBiihop  of 
Saiifbury,  and  in  particular  by  the  Earl  of  Hay,  anobl&-  ' 
man  of  extendve  capacity  and  uncommon  erudition;  re- 
markable for  his  knowledge  of  the  civil  law ;  and  feem- 
Jngly  formed  by  nature  for  a  politician  j  cool,  dlfcernjng, 
plaufible,  artful,  and  enterprifing;  ftaunch  to  the  mini- 
itar,  and  invariably  true  to  his  own  intereft.  The  difpute 
was  learned,  long,  and  obftinale :  but  ended  as  ufual  in 
the  difcomfiture  of  thofe  who  had  iligmatifed  the  treaty. 
The  Houfc  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  in  which  they 
thanked  his  Majefly  for  his  gracious  condefcenfion  in  lay- 
ing before  them  the  convention.  They  acknowledged  hii 
ereat  prudence^  in  bringing  the  demands  of  his  fubje£l3 
^r  their  pad  lofTes,  which  had  been  fp  long  depending, 
fo  a  filial  adjuftment ;  in  procuring  an  exprefs  ftipulatioi} 
for  a  fpeedy  payment  i  ^nd  in  laying  a  foundation  for  ac 
complifiiing;' 
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eomplifliing  the  great  and  defireable  endt  <rf  obtaining    c HA P, 

foture  fecutity,  and  prderving  the  peace  between  the  two  i,„- ,r,  f 
nations.  They  declared  their  confidence  in  hit  royal  i^js. 
wtliloni,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  concluded  in  purliianceof 
die  convention,  proper  proviflons  would  be  made  Tor  the 
redrefs  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  nation  had  fo  juftly 
comi^ained :  They  aBitnd  his  Majefty,  thu  in  ^je  his 
juft  expe3ationi  fliotild  not  be  anfWered,  the  Houfe  would 
heartily  and  zealoufly  concur  in  all  fuch  meafuret  nlhould 
be  nece&ry  to  vindicate  his  Majefty's  honour,  and  to  pre- 
fetrc  to  his  ful^e^  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  thofe  right* 
to  which  they  were  entitled  by  treaty  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions. This  was  a  hard-won  Victory.  At  the  head  of 
tbofe  who  voted  againS  the  addrefs  we  find  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  His  example  was  followed  by  fix  dukes,  two-and 
twenty  earls,  four  vilcotints,  eighteen  barons,  four bifliops, 
and  their  party  vnu  re-enforccd  byfixtcen  proxies.  A  fpi-  An.  tjif. 
rited  protefl  was  entered  and  rubfcribcd  by  nine-and-thirty 
peers,  comprehending  all  the  noblemen  of  the  kingd<Mn 
who  were  moft  eminent  for  their  talents,  integrity,  and 
virtue. 

§  XX.  A  meJIiige  having  been  ddivered  to  the  Houfe 
from  his  Majefty,  importing.  That  be  had  fettled  nine- 
and'tbirty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  on  the  younger 
children  of  the  royal  family;  and  defiring  their  lordfliipt 
would  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  that  pro- 
vifiongood,out  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,foms 
lorfls  in  the  oppofition  obferved  that  the  next  heir  to  the 
crown' might  look  upon  this  (ettlement  as  a  mortgage 
of  his  revenue,  which  a  parliament  had  no  power  to 
make:  that  formerly  no  daughter  of  the  royal  ftmily  was 
ever  provided  for  by  parliament,  except  the  eldeft,  and 
that  never  was  by  way  of  annuity,  but  an  exprefs  provi- 
fion  of  a  determinate  fum  of  money  paid  by  way  of 
dowry.  Thcfe  obje£lions  were  over-ruled ;  and  the  Houfe 
complied  with  his  Majefty's  requefl.  Then  the  Duke  of 
Mewcaflle  produced  a  fubfidy-Irdaty,  by  which  his  Mi^efty 
tbiiged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the  King  of  Denmark  feventy 
j  thoufand 
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BOiip^fC     thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  on  condition  of  tbc  Dane's  . 

,  fumifliing  to  his  Britanxnck.Msjefty  a  body  of  fix  thouland 
men,'  when  demanded.  At  the  fame  time,  his  grace  deli- 
vered a'  melEigc  from  the  K>ng,  deflrifig  the  Houfe  would. 

■  enable  hiin  to  fulfil  this  engagement;  and  alfo  to  raife 
what  moif^  and  troops  the  exigency  of  affairs,  during 
the' approaching  recels^  tnigUt '  require.  Anqthcr  vehe- 
ment difpute  arolp  from  this  piopol^.  With  refpeA 
to  the  treaty.  Lord  Carteret  oblierved,  that  no  ufe  could 
bemade.of:the  Danifb  troops  jnaay  expedition  under- 
taken againft  Spain,  becaufe  it  was  flipulated  in  the  treaty, 
that  they  fbould  not  be  ufed  either  in  Italy,  or  on  board 
of  the  fleet,  or  be  traiifported  in  whole  or  jn  part  beyond 
fea,  aftdr  they  fhould.have  marched  out  of  the  territories 
(if  Denmark,  except  for  the  ^cfenfe  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Qreat'Britain  and  Ireland:  nay,  OiouM  France  join 
agaii)ft  the  Englilh,  the  Danes  could  not  a£t  againfl  that  - 
power  or  Spaip,  except  as  part  pf  an  army  formed  in 
Germany  or  Flanders.  This  body  of  Danes  may  be  faid, 
therefore,  to  have  been  retained  fur  the  defenfe  and  pro- 
tection of  Hanover:  or,  if  the  intereft  of  Britain  was  at 
all  cOD&itted  in  the- treaty,  it  oiuft  have  tieen  in  prevent- 
ing the'Danies  from  joining  thejr  fleets  to  thofe  of  France 
and  Spain.  Then  he  argued  againfl:  the  fecondpart  of 
the  meiTage  with  great  vivacity.  He  faid  nothing  could 
be  more,  dangerous  to  the  conftitution  than  a  general  and 
unlimited  vote  of  credit,  Such  a  deaiand  oiir  anceftor; 
would  have  heard  with  amazement,  and  reje^e.d  with 
fcorn.  He  affirmed  that  the  practice  was  but  of  modern 
date  in  Fngjand :  that  it  was  pever  heard  of  before  the 
Jlevolution;  and  never  became  frequent  until  the  nation 
was  bleQed  with  the  prefent  wife  adtniniflration.  He 
faid,  if  «ver  a  gener^  vote  of  credit  and.  confidence 
ihould  become  a  cuflomary  compliment  from  the  parlia^ ' 
jnent.  to  the  crown  at  the  end  of  every  feflion,  or  as  ofteij 
as  the  minifter  might  think  fit  to  defire  it,  parliament^ 
would  grow. defpicabje  in  the  eyes  of  the  people;  then  a 
proclamation  might  be  e^ily  fubllitutcd  in  its  ftcad,  an4 
happy 
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hsppy  vonld  it  be  fiir  the  nation  if  that  fhouM  be  fuffi-  -C  Hap. 
cicnt;  for' when  a  pariisment  cCBfei  to  be  a  check  upon  ^  _\^.. 
minifters,  it  becomes  an  ufelefs  and  unnecefTaiy  bunben  1739.- 
on  the  people.  Ttie  reprefentative*  moft  always  be  paid 
fome  way  or  other :  if  their  wages  are  -not  paid  openly 
and  iiircly  by  their  refpe^ive  cohftituenta,  aa  they  were 
fomierly,  a  mqoricy  of  them  may  in  future  times  be  al- 
ways.nady  ta  accept  of  wages' (iroai  the  adminiftration, 
a;id  tbefe  muft'  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  £arl  of  Chdlerfield  enlarg-- 
elii^n  the  fame  tdpicks."  Neverchelers,  the  Houlb  com- 
fdied.'3nth.Cfae  oef&ge}  and  prefenccd  an  addrefs^  in  which 
they.jnft  only  approved  of  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  but 
Uke!wi&  aBured  hia  M)^{ly:tbey  would  concur  With  his 
-  meafurcsr  and  fupportblm'in  fulfilling  hiiengageinentt,  as 
well  as  In  making  fuch:  further  augmentation  of  his  forces . 
by.feaaodland,  af  he  Ihould  think  necefiary  for  theho-> 
nourv.-iiifeioft^  and.faiety  of,  thefe  kingdoms. 

$  !£XE.  Xhe  faoifi  Bwflage'being'cotRffiunkated  to  the 
Cionunons,  they  voted  fcrenty  tboufend  five  titindred  and 
sighty-three  pounds,  for  the  fubfidy  to  Denmark,  and 
five/ttundTcd  thoufand  pounds  for  augmenting  the  forces 
on  uny  .tiiacTgeticy, .  As  Great-Biitain  ftood  engaged  by 
the  convention  to  pay  to  ^e  crown  of  Spain  the  fumof 
l^xty  tbou&nd  pounds  in  coniideratton  of  the  fbips  taken 
and  dfftroyed  by  Sir  George  Byng,  which  fum  was  to  be 
applied  tO:the  eelicf  of  the  Britilh  .merchants  who  had 
fuii^reii  by  the  Spanilh  depredations,  the  Commons  infert^ 
ed  in  a  bill  a  claufe,  providing  for  this  fum  to  be  paid 
by  the  parliament.  When  the  bill  was  read  m  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  a  motion  was  made  by  Lord  Bathurfl 
for  an  addrefe,  to  know,  whether  Spain  bad  paid  the 
in<»iey-ftipu)ated  by  the  convention,  as  the  time  limited 
for  the  payment  of  it  was  now  expired?  The  Dukcof  Ncw- 
^aftle,  by  his  Majefty's  permiffion,  acquainted  the  Houfc, 
fhat  it  was  not  paid ;  and  that  Spain  had  as  yet  given 
no  reafon  for  the  non-payment.  Then  a  day  was  appoint- 
^  to  conrider  the  ftate  of  the  nation^  when  Lord  Carteret 
moved 
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'°.9^    moved  fift  a' icfiHation,  that  the  failure  of  Spain  in  this 

^  .^  f  particular  was  a  breach  of  the  conventton,  a  high  iodig- 
17^  nity  to  his  Majeftyi  and  an  injuftice  to  the  nadon :  but, 
after  a  warm  debate,  this  motitm  was  over-ruled  bjr  the 
majority.  The  minifter,  in  order  ta  tfone  in  fome  mea- 
fure  for  the  unpopular  ftcp  be  had  taken  in  the  conven- 
tion, allowed  a  &^utary  law  to  pafs  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  woolen  manufacture;  and  two  bills  in  behalf  of 
thefegarcoloaies,  one  permitting  them,  fm*  a  limited  time, 
„  to  export  their  pi'oduce  dire^y  to  foreign  parti,  under 
pn^r  reftrifiions }  and  the  otha  making  moreefledual 
proviliona  for  fecuring  the  duties  laid  upon  the  importation 
of  foreign  liigars,  mm,  and  mclaffes  into  Great- Britain, 
»id  hit  Majcfty's  plantations  in  America.  The  fuppltea 
being  voted,  the  funds  eftabiifiiedt  and  the  crown  grati- 
fied in  every  particular,  the  King  clo&d  the  leffion  with 
a  fpeech  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  when  the  Chan- 
cellor in  his  Majefty'E  nanle  prorogued  the  parliam«it*. 

§  XXIL  Letten  of  marque  aad  reprifal  were  grftnted 
againft  the  Spaniards  :  a  promotion  was  made  of  general-' 
officers:  the  troops  were  aogm^ted :  a  great  lldet  was 
aflembled  at  Spitheid ;  a  re-enforcement  fent  out  to 
Admiral  Haddock  j  and  art  embargo  laid  on  all  merchant 
fhips  outward  bound.  Notwitbftanding  thefe  prepara- 
tions  of  war,  Mr.  Keen,  the  Britilh  minider  at  Madrid, 
declared  to  the  court  of  Spain,  that  his  maftcr,  although 
he  had  permitted  his  liibje^  to  make  reprlfals^  would 

not 

'  Arnang  the  !■«>  siuAcrl  ia  thecaoHt  of  tfajire&ia  w»  la  iS  (giinft 

gURing,  which  hi4  buomt  uniiei-fil  tluOii(h  ill  raaki  of  pcojilc,  lad  likdf 

to  pruTc  diilruflive  of  all  ctorils,    induftiy,  and   fcotimcat.     Another  bill 

pifled,  for 'grunting  a  Rward  to  Juanna'Stereni,  on  bu  difcovmng,   for  tbe 

Keaefit  oftbe  pubtidi:,  ■nadnim  forthecuR*fper£)niadliaedin<fiIlHftDiMi 

'  >m«3ioiiK  wbichhu  ky  oomeana  inftnrad  ths  npcfliitoni  af  the  ItgiDatura. 

In  tbeHoufe  of  Lord!  complaint  wii  made  by  Lord  Dclavai    of   a  fatirc, 

iatlculed    Uinnerii  wiit'tcri  by  Mt.  V/hiCebeadj   in  which  fame  chaiadcn 

efSKa&ioB'ittTtSirtnifitfk^,  iaAettvt  fpirit  of  poetiry.     It  wn  ntcd 

•  libel  i  aUDtMB  wat  nafc  to  taka  ilie  lutliM  iota  toAaij  i   but  he  hinng 

wichdraWD  bii^lf.  (hi  releanicDt  of  the  Uaufc  fell  upon  R.  Dodflc]')  ^* 

publiAu  of  the  work,  who  wai  committed  to  Che  uOier  of  the  blaclt-tod, 

though  Loid  CiTia'ii,  the  Bafl  of  Abmiioi,  »aS  hird  Tiiboi,  Tfolco  (•  hit 
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not  be  undcrftood  to  have  broken  the  peace;  and  that  chap. 
this  pcrmiffion  would  be  recalled  as  Toon  aa  his  Catholick  . 
Maje&y  Ibould  be  dUpofed  to  make  the  fatisfaStoa  i^ich  1739. 
bad  been  fo  juftly  demanded.  He  was  given  to  undejs 
ftand,  that  the  King.of  Spun  looked  upon  thofe  rcprifals 
as  a£ta  of  hoftUity  j  and  that  be  hoped,  with  the  affiftance 
of  heaven  and  his  aUies,  be  {hoi^  be  able  to  fupport  a 
good  caufe  agatnft  his  ^verfaries.  He  publilhed  a  ma- 
nifefio  in  juffificalion  of  his  own  coodud,  complaining 
that  Admiral  Haddock  had  received  orders  to  cruife  with 
his  f<)uadron  between  the  capes  St.  Vincent  and  Sc  Mary, 
in  order  to  furprite  the  aiTogue  flups  ;  that  letters  «f  r-  . 
prifal  had  been  publilhed  at  London,  in  an  indecent  flyle, 
and  ev«i  carried  into  execution  in  diffeFent  parts  of  the 
world.  He  excufcd  bis  non-payment  of  the  ninctj-Ave 
thoufaod  pounds  flipulated  in  tlfe  convention,  by  affirm- 
ing that  the  Britlfb  court  had  firft  contravened  the  arti- 
cles of  that  treaty,  by  the  orders  fent  to  Haddock ;  by 
continuing  to  fortify  Geoi^ia  j  by  re-enforcing  the  fqua- 
dron  at  Jamaica;  and  by  eluding  the  payment  of  the 
£xty-eight  thoufand  pounds  due  to  Spain  from  the  South- 
Sea  compar^,  00  the  affiento  for  negroes.  The  French 
ambailador  at  the  Hi^e,  declared  that  the  King  his 
mafter  was  obliged  by  treaties  to  affift  bis  Catholick 
MajeSy  by  fca  and  land,  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  attacked^ 
he  difTuided  die  Sutea-Generat  from  efpoullng  tl^  quar- 
rel of  Great'Britain  ;  and  they  affured  him  they  would 
ebferire  a  ftri£l  neutrality,  though  they  could  not  avoid 
ftttniflung  his  Britannick-Majefty  with  fucb  fuccours 
as  he  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  fublifting 
between  the  two  powers.  The  people  of  England  were 
inTpiied  with  uncommon  daqrity  at  the  near  proTpetQ  of 
war,  for  which  they  bad  fo  long  clamoured;  and  the 
Buniftry  feeing  it  unavoidable,  began  to  be  eameft  and 
c^dual   in  their  preparations. 

§  XXIIE.  The  events  of  war  were  ftill  unfavourable 

to  the  Emperor.     He  had  beflowed,  the  comnund  of  hii 

anny  upon  Velt-marefchal  Count  WalliSi  who  afiembled 

'  bi} 
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B  o  b  k  his  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belgrade,  and  advatic?- 
^^."'^  ji  cd  towards  Crotfka,  where  he  was  attacked  by  the  Turks 
^7i9'  W'th  fuch  impetuolity  and  perreverance^  that  he  was 
obliged  to  give  ground,  after  a  long  dnd  oMihate  crtgage- 
ment,  irt  which  he  loft  above  fix  fhoufand  men.  The  Eart 
of  Crawford,  who  ierved  as  a  voluntitfr  in  the  Imperial 
armyj  fignaiized  his  Courage  it)  ah  extraordinary  manner 
on  this  occ^ion,  and  received  a  dangerous  wound,  of 
which' he  never  perfeftly  recovered.  The  Turks  were 
afterwards  worfted  at  Jabouka:  neverthelefs,  their  grand 
■  ?rmy  invefted-Belgi'ade  on  the  Tide  of  Servia,  and  carried 
"on  the  operations  of  the  fiege  With  exlraordinafj'  vigour. 
The  Emperor,  dreading  the  lofs  of  this  pljce,  feeing  hfs 
finances  exhaufted,  and  his  army  confiderably  diininiflied, 
confented  to  a-  negociation  for  peace,  which  was  tranf- 
a£led  under  the  mediation  of  the  French  ambaflador  at  the 
Ottoman  Porte.  The  Count  de  NeupCrg,  as  Imperial 
plenipotentiary,  figned  the  preliminaries  on  the  firft  day  of 
September.  They  were  ratified  .fcytlie  Emperor,  though 
he  pretended  to  be  diffitisfied  with  the  articles;  and  de- 
clared that  his  minitier  had  exce^ed  his  powers.  By 
this  treaty  the  hoiife  of  Auftr-a  ceded  to  the  Grand 
'  Signor  Belgrade,  Sabatz,  Servia,  Auftrian  Walachia,  the 
iJle  and  fortrefs  of  Orfova,  with  the  fort  of  St.  Elizalibth  j 
and  the  conirafting  powers"agreea  that  the  Danube  and 
the  Saave  fhould  ferve  as  boundaries  to  the  two  empirtfi. 
The  Emperor  publiCied  a  circular  letter,  addrelTed  to  his 
miniAers  at  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  blamingCount 
Wallis  for  the  bad  fuceefs  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  dif- 
owning  the  ncgociations  of  Courit  Neuperg:  nay,  thefe 
two  officers  were  aftually  diigi'aced,  and  confined  in 
difFerent  caftles.  This,  however,  was  no  other  thin  a 
Jacrifice  to  the  refcntment  of  the  Czarina,  who  loudly 
complained,  tliat  the  Emperor  had  concluded  a  feparate 
peace,  contrary  to  hi»  engagements  with  the  Ruffian 
empire.  Her  general.  Count  Munich,  had  obtained  a 
viflory  over  thoT^irks  at  Choczim  in  Moldavia,  and 
TTiade  himtelf  mailer  of  that  place,  in  which  he  found  two 
*"  hundred 
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hundred  pieces  of  artijlery:  but  the  country  was  fo 
ruined  by  the  Incurfions  of  the  Tartars,  that  the  Muf-  , 
covites  could  not  fubfift  in  it  during  the  winter.  The 
Czarina  finding  herfelf*  abandoned  by  ihc  Emperor,  and 
unable  to  cope  with  the  whole  power  of  the  Ottoman 
^empire,  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  putting  an  enil  to 
the  war  upon  honourable  terms.  After  a  (hort  negocia- 
tion,  the  conferences  ended. in  a  treaty,  by  which  (te 
was  left  in  pofleflion  of  Afoph,  on  condition  that  its  for- 
tifications (hould  be  demoliflied;  and  the  ancient  litnitl 
were  re-eftabliftred  between  the  two  empires. 

§  XXIV.  A  rupture  between  Great- Britain  and  Spain 
was, now  become  inevitable.  The  Englifh  fquadron  in 
the  Meditsrranean  had  already  made  prize  of  two  rich 
Caracca  fliips.  The  King  had  iflued  orders  for  augment- 
ing his  land-forces,  and  raifing  a  body  of  marines :  and  a 
great  number.. of  {hips  of  war  were  put  in  commtlEon. 
Admiral  Vernon  had  been  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to 
afTume  the  command  of  the  fquadron  in  thofe  feas;  and 
,to  annoy  the  trade  and  fettlement^  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  gentleman  had  rendered  himfclf  confiderable  in  the 
.Houfi;  of  Commons,  by  loudly  condemning  al!  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  miniftry,  and  bluntly  fpeaking  his  fcntiments, 
whatever  they  were,  without  rffpetEl  of  perfons,  and  fomc- 
times  withoi(t  any  regard  to  decorum.  He  was  counted 
/  .a  good  officer,  and  this  boifterous  manner, fepmed  to  en- 
,hance  his  charadler.  As  he  had  once  commanded  a  fqua- 
dron in  Jamaica,  he  was  perfeclly  well  acquainted  with 
thofe  feasj  and  in  a  debate  upon  the  Spanffh  deprcclacions, 
.he  chanced  to  affirm,  (hat  Porto- Bcllo  on  the  SpaniQi  main 
might  be  eafily  taken:  nay,  he  even  undertook  to  reduce 
.it  with  fix  fbips  only.  This  offer  was  echoed  frgm  the 
mouths  of  all  the  members  in  the  oppofition.  .Vernon 
was  extolled  as  another  Drake  or  Raleigh ;  he  became  the 
idol  of  a  party,  and  his  praife  refoundcd  from  all  corners 
.of  the  kingdom..  The  minifter,  in  order  to  appeafe  the 
.clamours  of  the  people  on  this /ub^eifl,  fent- him  as  coiji- 
Biandcr  ii)  chief  to  the  Weft'Indies.     He  was  pleafcd'with 
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**i?  ^    '"  (ipportunity  to  remove  fuch  a  troublerome  cenfor  from 
i_     ■^      I-  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  perhaps,  he  was  not  without 

1739'      hope,  that  Vernon  would  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  party, 
bj  failing  in  the  exploit  he  had  undertaken.     His  Catho- 
licic  Majelly  having  ordered  all  the  Britifli  Ihips  in  his 
harbours  to  be  feifed   and  detained,  the  King  of  England 
'  would  keep  rocafures  with  him  no  longer,  but  denounced 

war  againft  him  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  October. 
Many  Englifli  merchants  began  to  equip  privateers,  and 
arm  their  trading  veiTels,  to  proteS  their  own  commerce, 
as  well  as  to  diftrefs  that  of  the  enemy.  The  felfion  of 
parliament  was  opened  in  November,  when  the  King,  in~ 
his  fpeecli  to  both  Houfes,  declared  that  he  had  augment- 
ed his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  purfuant  to  the  power  veiled 
in  him  by  parliament  for  the  fecurity  of  his  dominions, 
the  protedion  of  trade,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy ; 
and  he  exprefled  his  apprehenfion,  that  the  heats  and 
animoCtles  which  had  been  induflrioufly  fomented  through- 
out the  kingdom  encouraged  Spain  Co  aA  jn  fuch  a  man* 
ner  as  rendered  it  neccfTary  for  him  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms.  In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  aSedionate  addrefles 
were  prefented  by  both  Houfes,  without  any  confiderable 
oppofition. 

§  XXV.  The  feceding  members  had  again  refumed 
^their  feat's  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  and  Mr.  Pultency 
thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  extraordinary  ftep  which 
they  had  taken.  He  faid,  they  thought  that  ftcp  was  nc- 
celiary,  as  affairs  then  flood,  for  clearing  their  charai^ers  to 
pofterity  from  the  imputation  of  fitting  in  an  affembly  wher£ 
a  determined  majority  gave  a  fanflion  to  meafures  evidently 
to  the  difgrace  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation.  He  obferv- 
«d,  that  their  conduft  was  fo  fully  juftified  by  the  decla- 
ration of  war  againfl  Spain,  that  any  further  vindication 
would  be  fuperfluOus ;  for  every  alTertion  contained  in  it 
had  been  almoft  in  the  fame  words  infifted  upon  by  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  convention :  "  Every  fentence  in  it  (added 
•'  he)  is  an  echo  of  what  was  faid  in  our  reafonings 
**  againft  that  treaty:  every  pofitive  truth  which  the 
declaration 
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.  *<  declaration  lays  down  was  denied  with  the  utmofl  con- 
'*  fidence  by  thofc  who  fpokc  for  the  'convention  ;  and, 
"  fine©  that  lime,  there  has  not  one  event  happened  which 
"  was  not  then  foiefceii  and  foretold."  He  propofed, 
that  in  maintaining  the  war,  the.Spanifh  reCtlemcnis  in 
the  Weft-Indies  fhould  be  attacked;  and  that  the  minilTry 
'  ihould  riot  have  the^mwer  to  give  up  the  conquefts  that 
might  be  made.  He  faid  he  heartily  wiOied,  for  hii 
Maj^lly's  hoBour  and  fervice,  that  no  mention  had  been 
made  of  heats  and  animoflties  in  the  King's  fpeech;  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  (hould  take  no  notice 
of  that  claufe  in  their  addrefs.  He  wat  anfwcred  by  Sir 
Robert  ,Wal pole,  Who  took  occalion  to  fay,  he  was  in 
no  great  concern  ieft  the  lervice  of  his  Majefty  or  the 
nadon  fiiould  fuffer  by  the  abfence  of  thofe  members  who 
had  quitted  the  Houfe:  he  ^(Hrmcd  the  nation  was  gene- 
rally fenfible,  that  the  many  ufeful  and  popular  afls  which 
failed  t9wards  the  end  of  the  laft  feffion  were  greatly  fw- 
warded  and  facilitated  by  the  fcceflion  of  thofe  gentlemen ; 
and,  if  they  were  returned  only  to  oppofe  and  perplex,  he 
Ihould  not  be  at  all  forry  to  fee  them  feccde  again. 

§  XXVI.  Mr,  Puiteney  revived  the  bill  which  he  had 
formerly  prepared  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen. 
After  a  long  difpute,  and  eager  oppolition.by  the  mini- 
flry,  it  paffed  both  Houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal  affent. 
Mr.  Sandys  having  obferved,  that  there  could  be  no 
immediate  ufe  for  a  great  number  of  forces  in  the  king- 
dom;  and  explained  how  little  fcrvice  could  be  expedied 
from  raw  and  undifctplined  men;  propofed  an  addrels  to 
the  King,  defiring  that  the  body  of  marines  fliould  be 
compofed  of  drafts  from  the  old  regiments :  that  as  few 
officers  fiiouId  be  appointed  as  the  nature  of  the  caf* 
would  permit;  and  he  exprefled  his  hope,  that  the  Houfe 
Would  recommend  this  method  to  his  Majefty,  in  tender 
compaffion  to  his  people,  already  burthened  with  many 
heavy  and  grievous  taxes.  This  fchemc  was  repugnant 
to  the  intention  of  the  miryftry,  whofe  aim  was  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  their  dependents,  and  extend  their 
Vol.  III.  D  parliamenury 


:>Ck")Oglc 


HISTORY    or    ENGLAND.. 

parliamentaiy  iptereft,  by    granting    2  great  numbe".of ; 

I  commiffions.  The  propofal  was,  therefore,  after  a  k^g 
debate,  reje<£led  by  the  majority.  Motions  were 'made  fey 
an  enquiry  into  the  condu^  of  thofe  who  concluded  the 
convention;  but  they  were  over^ruled.  The  penCoa- 
bill  was  revived,  and  io  powerfully  fupported  by  the  elo- 
quence of  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Fulteney,  and'  , 
Mr.  Lyttehon,  that  it  made  its  way  through  (he  Common?^ 
to  the  Upper  Houfc,  where  it  was  again  )oft,Tjpon  a  divi— 
fion,  after  a  very  long  debate.  As  the  fearaen  of  the 
kingdom  exprelTed  uncommon  averfion  to  the  fervice  of  the 
government,  and  the  fleet  could  not  be  manned  without 
great  diflicuhy,  the  miniflry  prepared  a  bill,  wbkh  was- 
brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  for  regi fieri ng' all  Ica- 
tnen,  watermen,  fiQiermen,  and  lightermen  througbout 
his  Majelly's  dominions.  Had  this  bill  palled  into  a  law^ 
a  Britifh  failor  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  moft  abje£t 
degree  of  flavery:  had  he  removed  from  a  certain  diflrid 
allotted  for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  he  would  have  been 
deemed  a  deferter,  and  punilhed  accordingly:  be  muft 
have  appeared,  when  fummoned,  at  all  hazards,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  circumllances  of  his  family,  or  the 
$ateofhis  private  affairs :  had  he  been  incumbered  with 

!  debt,  he  muft  either  have  incurred  the  penalties  of'this 
law,  or  lain  at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors :  had  he  acquired 
by  induftry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an  ample  fortune* 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  be  torn  from  his  pofleflions, 
gnd  fuhje£ted  to  hardfhips  which  no  man  would  endure 
but  from  the  fenfe  of  fear  or  indigence.  The  bill  was  fo- 
vigorouily  oppofedby  Sir  John  Barnard  and  others,  as  a 
flagrant  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  that 
the  Houfe  rejeiSed  it  on  the  fecond  reading. 

§  XXVII,  The  King  having  by  meflage  communi- 
cated to  the  Houfe  his  intention  of  difpofing  the.Princefo 
Mary  in  marriage  to  Prince  Frederick  of  Hefie;  and  CX- 

..  pieHing  his  hope,  that  the  Commons  would  enable  him- 
to  give  ai'uitaljlc  portion  to  his  daughter;  they  unanimous- 
ly rcfolved  to  grant  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  that  purpofe;, 

and 
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and  jwefented.  an  addreft  of  thanks  tti  his  Mijcfty,  for    chap. 
havingcoinintuiftfited  to  the  Honfe  this  intended  marriage.  '  ^ 

On  tbe  thirteenth  day  of  Much  a  Ihip  arrived  from  the  tjjg, 
Weft-Indies,  dcTpatcbcd  by  Admiral  Vernon,  with  an  ac- 
<xxint  of  4iiB  having  taken  Fof  to^Qello,  on  the  iOhmus  of 
Darien,  with  fix  ihips  only,  and  demoli&ed  all  the  forti- 
fications of  the  place.  The  Spaniards  a£ted  with  fuch 
{nifillanimicy  on  this  occaiion,  that  their  forti  were  taken 
;d(»oft  without  bloodihed.  The  two  Houfcs  of  parliament 
joined  in  an  addrefe  of  congratulation  upon  this  iitcccfs  ef 
llis . J^ajefty's  arms; 'and  the  nation  in  general  was  won- 
derfully elated  by  an'  exploit  which  was  magnified  much 
above  its  merit.  The  Commons  granted  every  thing  the 
crown  thought  proper  to. demand.  They  provided  for 
«ght-and-twcnt7  thoufand  land-forces,  befides  fix  thou- 
faod  marines.  They  enabled  his'Majefty  to  equip  a  very 
powerful  navy:  they  voted  the  fubfidy.to  the  King  o^  ' 
Denmark;  and  they  empowered  their  fovercign  to  defray 
certain  extraordinary  expcnlcs  not  fpecified  in  theefti- 
mates.  To  anfwer  thefe  uncommon  grants,  they  im- 
pofcd  a  land-tax  of  four  fhillings  in  the  pound ;  and  enabled 
his  Majefty  to  deijud  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
from  the  flnkingfund:  in  a  word,  theexpenfe  of  the  war, 
during  the  courfe  ofthe  enfuing  year,  amounted  to  about 
four  miinons,  Thc-felCon  was  clofed  on  the  twenty- 
nintb  day  of  April,  when  the  King  thanked  the  Coni- 
tnons  fqr  the  fupplies  they  had  £a  lil^ally  granted,  and 
recommended  union  and  moderation  to  bath  Houfes. 

§  XXVIII,  During  the  greatell  pare  of  this  winter,  Aa,  174a. 
the  poor  had  been  grievouily  afflicted  in  confequence  of  a 
feverefroft,  whichbeganatChriftnias  and  continued  till 
the  latter  end  of  February.  The  river  Thames  was  co- 
vered with  fuch  a  cruft  of  ice,  Uiat  a  multitude  of  people 
.  dwelled  upon  it  in  tents,  and  a  great  number  of  booths 
were  ere^d  for  the  entertainment  of  the  populace.  The 
navigation  was  entirely  flopped :  the  watermen  and  iilher- 
men  were  difabled  from  earning  a  livelihood  :  the  fruits  of 
the  earth  were  deftroyed  by  the  cold,  which  was  fo  extreme, 
D  2  that 
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BOOK    that  matty  perfons  were  chilled  to  death]  aiid   this- csls- 
_,    ',_j  mity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  {he ^oor  could  not  affori 
1740.      tofuppiythemfelveE  with  coah  and 'fuel,  which  weic  ad^ 

yanced  in  price,  in  proportion  to  the  feverily  and  continu-  , 
.  ance  of  the  f/oA.  The  Jower  f  lafs  of  laboikers,  who 
worked  in  the  open  air,  were  now  deprivM'*f  all  means 
«f  fubfiftence :  many  kihds  of  manufaAiire  were  laid  afide, 
becaufe  it  was  found  impraflicable  to  carr^  them  on.  The 
price  of  all  forts  ofprovifion  rofe  almoft  to  a  dearth :  even 
water 'was  fold  in  the  ftreets  of  London.  la  this 
feafon  of  dlArefs,  many 'jcretched  families  mufi  have  pe- 
rilled by  cold  and  hunger,  had  not  thofc  of  opulent  for- 
tune* been  infpired  with  a  remarkable  fpirit  of  compaffion 
and  humanity.  Nothing  can  pore  redound  to  the  honour 
of  the  Engiifh'  nation,  than  did  thofe  inftance's  of  bene- 
volence and  well  condui^Ud'fharity  which  were  then  ex- 
■  hibited.  The  Hberal  hand  was  not  only  opened  totbepro- 
feiTed  beggar^  and  tlie  poor  that  owned* their  diftrefs:  but 
uncommon  pains  were  taken  to  find  obt^nd  relieve  thofe 
more  unhappy  olgeds,  who  from iqotives  of  falfe  prtde,  or 
ingenuous  fhame,  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  mifery. 
Thefe  were  aiEAed  almoft  in  their  own.defpite.  The 
folitary  habitations  of  the  widow*  the  fatherleis,  and  the' 
unfortunate  were  vifitedby  the  benefieent,  who  felt  for  the 
woes  of  their  fellow-ci^eaturesj  andy  to  ftich  as,refufed  to 
receive  a  portion  of  the  publick' charity,  the  necelFaries  of 
life  were  privately  conveyed,  in  fuch  a  ouuuier  as  could 
leaft  ihock  the  delicacy  of  their  difpofitions,' 

§  XXIX.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King  (rfGreat- 
Brit^D  fet  out  for  Hanover,  after  having  appointed  a  re- 
gency, and  concerted  vigorous  meafures  for  diftrelling  the 
enemy.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure,  the  fpoufali 
of  the  Princefe  Mary  were  celebrated  by  proxy,  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  reprefenting  the  Prince  of  Heflc,  and  in 
June  the  Princefs  embarked  for  the  continent.  About 
the  fame  time,  a  floop  arrived  in  England  with  defpatchci 
from  Admiral  Vernon,  who,  fince  his  adventure  at  Porto- 
Bello,  had  bombarded  Carthagena,    a^d  taken  the  fort  of 
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San  XorenzD,  on  the  river  of  Chagre,  in  the  neighbour- 
-hooJ  of  his  former  conqueft.  This  month  was  likewife 
marked  by  the  death  ofhis  Prunian  Mijeiiy,  a  prince  by 
no  means  remarlcable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities.  He 
was  fucceeded  on  the  throne  by  Frederick  his  elded  fon, 
the  reigning  king  of  that  realm,  who  has  fo  eminently 
didinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  leg  ill  a  tor.  In  Au- 
.guft  the  King  of  Great  Britain  concluded  a  treaty  with 
'the  Landgrave  of  HetTe,  who  engaged  to  furnifli  him  with 
2  body  of  fix  thoufand  men  for  four  years,  in  confide- 
ration.of  an  annual  fubfidy  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou-* 
fand  crowns. 

§  XXX.  Mean  while,  preparations  of  war  were  vigo- 
raufiy  carried  on  by  the  miniftry  in  England.  They  had 
Wifely  refolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in  their  American 
po/TelSons.  Three  fliips  of  war  cruifing  in  the  bay  of 
Bifcay,  fell  inwithalargeSpanifli  fliip  of  the  line  ftrong- 
ly  manned,  and  took  her  after  a  very  obftinate  engage- 
ment: but  the  aflbgue  fliips  arrived,  with  the  trcafure, 
in  Spain,  notwithftanding  the  vigilance  pf  the  Englilh 
commanders,  who  were  stationed  in  a  certain  latitude  to 
Intercept ^hatflota.  One  camp  was  formed  on  HounlloW 
heath ;  and  fix  thoufand  marines  lately  levied  were  en- 
camped on  the  iHe  of  Wight,  in  order  to  be  epibarked  for 
the  Weft-Indies.  Intelligence  being  received  that  a 
ftrong  fquadron  offipanifh  ftiips  of  war  waited  at  Ferrol 
for  orders  to  fail  to  their  American  fettlements.  Sir  John 
Norris  failed  with  a  powerful  fleet  from  Spithead,  to  dif- 
putc  their  voyage ;  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  fcrved  in 
jKrfon  as  a  Voluntier  in  this  expedition:  but,  after  divers 
ft^titlefs  elForts,  he  was  by  contrary  winds  obliged  to  lie 
inactive  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  fummer  in  Torbay; 
and,  upon  advice  that  the  French  and  Spanifli  fquadroas 
had  failed  to  the  Weft-Indies  in  cODJun6lion,  the  defign 
againft  Ferrol"^  was  wholly  laid  afidc.  In  September,  a 
foiall  fquadron  of  fliips,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Anfon,  fet  fail  for  the  South-fea,  in  order  to, aft  againft 
fkt  ennny  on  the  coaft  of  Chili  and  Peru,  and  co-operate ' 
D  2  occafioflally 
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BOOK  occafionally  with  Admiral  Vcmon  acrofs  the  ifthnuis  of 
^'-  J  Darien.  The  fcheme  was  well  laid,  but  ruined  by  un- 
1740.  ncccflary  delays,  and  unforef«n  accidents.  But  the  hopes 
of  the  nation  centered  chiefly  in  .a  formidable  armanient 
defigned  for  the  northern  coaft  of  New  Spain,  and  his 
Catholick  MajeAy's  other  fettlements  on  that  fide  of  the 
Atlantick.  Commiflions  had  been  iflued  for  railing  a  re- 
giment of  four  battalions  in  the  Englifli  colenics  of 
North -America,  that  they  might  be  tranfportcd  to  Ja- 
maica, and  join  the  forces  from  England.  Thefe,  con- 
fijling  of  the  marine^,  and  detachments  from  fomc  old 
regiments,  were  embarked  in  Oftobcr  at  the  ifle  of  Wight, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  ap- 
proved honour,  ajjd  great  experience  in  the  ait  of  war; 
and  they  lailed  under  convoy  of  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle,  with  a 
fleet  of  feven.  and -twenty  fhipa  of  the  line,  befides  frigates, 
fire-Ibips,  bomb-ketches,  and  tenders.  They  wcrellkewife 
■furnilhed  with  hofpital-ftiips,  andftore-Hiips,  laden  with 
provilion,  ammunition,  all  forts  of  warlike  implements,  and 
every  kind  of  convenience.  Never  was  an  armament  more 
completelyequipped;  and  never  had  the  nation  moreTcafon 
to  hope  for  extraordinary  fuccefs. 

§XXXI,  On  the  twentieth  day  of  Oaober, Charles  VL 
Emperor  of  Germany,  the  laft  prince  of  the  houfe  of  - 
Au(lria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  here* 
ditary  dominions  by  his  eldell  daughter^  the  Archducheis 
Maria  Therefa,  mariied  to  the  Grand  Ouke  of  Tufcany, 
Though  this  princefs  fucc^ded  as  Que^n  of  Hungary,  by 
virtue  of  the  pragmattck  fan^ljon  guaranteed  by  all  the 
powers  in  Europe,  her  fucceffion  produced  fuch  contefta 
ai  kindled  a  cruel  war  in  the  empire.  The  young  King 
of  Pruffia  was  no  fooner  iaformed  of  the  Emperor's  death, 
than  he  entered  Sile^a  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
mcnj  feifed  certain  fiefs  to  which  his  family  laid  clairaj 
aad  publifbed  a  manifeflo,  declaring  that  he  had  no  intentioa . 
to  contravene  the  pragmatick  fan£tion.  The  Ele£ior  of 
Jisvaria  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  Archduchefa  as  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  alledging  that  he  himfclf  had 
prct^fions  to  thofe  countries,  as  the  defcendant  of  the 
Emperor 
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Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  who  was  head  of  the  German    ^"'^''• 
^jtanchof  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Charles  VI.  was  fur-  ,_       '     f 
.vived  but  a  few  days  by  his  ally,  the  Czarina  Anne  Iwan-       1740. 
owns,  who  died  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  after 
having  bequeathed  her  crown  to  Iwan,  or  John,  the  in- 
tuit fon  of  hcrniece,  thePrincefs  Anne  of  Meclclenbourg, 
who  had  been   married  to  Anthony  Ulrick,   Duke  of 
Brunfwiclc  Lunenburg-Bevem.'    She  appointed  the  Duke 
of  Courland  regent  of  the  empire,  and  even  guardian  of 
the  yoang  Czar,  thdugh  his  own  parents  were  alive:  but 
4his  difpolition  was  not  long  maintained. 

§  XXXII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having  returned 
to  England  from  his  German  dominions,  the  fcflion  of 
pariiament  was  opened  in  November.  His  M^efty  alTured 
then,  on  A'a  occafion,  that  he  was  determined  to  profe- 
■cute  the  war  vigoroufly,  even  though  France  fhould 
«rpoufe  the  caufc  of  Spain,  as  her  late  conduift  feemcd  to 
favour  this  fuppofition.  He  took  notice  of  the  Empe- 
ror's death,  as  an  event  which  in  all  likslihood  would 
<^en  a  new  fcenc  of  affaire  in  Europe:  he,  therefore, 
lecommended  to  their  confideration  the  neccflary  fup- 
^iliesTor  putting  the  nation  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  it  fliouM 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  emergency,  finally,  he 
4efued  them  to  confider  of  fome  proper  regulations  for 
^eventing  the  exportation  of  corn,  and -for  more  effec- 
-fual  methods  toman  the  fleet  at  this  conjunflure.  The 
Commons,  «fter  having  voted  an  addvefs  of  thanks, 
hrought  in  a  bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn 
.and  provifions,  for  a  limited  time,  out  of  Great- Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  American  plantations.  This  was  a 
meafure  calculated  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  who  were  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  in  want  of  thefe  necelTaries.  The  P'rench 
had  contraftcd  for  a  very  large  quantity  of  befef  and  pork 
in  IMand,  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  and  of  the  Spaiiilh 
tavy;  and  an  embargo  had  been  hiid  upon  the  thips  of 
ihaf  kingdom.  This  bill  met  with  a  vigorous  oppofition  : 
yet  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  his  Majefty 
ihould  be  addreffed-to  lay  an  immediate  embargo  upon  all 
D  +  ''*^'P' 
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BOOK  fliipg  laden  with  corn,  grain,  ftarch,  rice,  beef,  pork, 
^  '■-  ■  and  other  provifions,  to  be  exported  to  foreign  parts. 
1740.  Theylikcwiferefolved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houre  Ihould 
be  given  to  Vice- Admiral  Vernoni  for  the  fervices  he  had 
done  to  bis  king  an4  country  in  the  Well-Indies.  One 
William  Cooley  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  tbe.Haufe, 
and  committed  to  prifon,  after  having  owned  himfelf  au- 
thoiir  of  a  paper  intituled,  *'  Confiderations  upon  the 
onbargo  on  provifioh  of  vi£lual."  The  performance 
contained  many  ihrewd  and  fevere  anlmadverfions  upon 
the  government,  for  having  taken  a  ftep  which,  without 
anfwering- the  purpofe  of-diftrefling  the  enemy,  would 
prove  a  grievous  difcouragcment  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the 
grafiers  of  Ireland.  Notwithflanding  the  arguments  ufed 
in  this  remonftrancc,  and  feveral  petitions  that  were  prc- 
fented  againft  the  corn-bill,  it  paiTed  by  mere  dint  of  mi- 
nillerial  influence.  The  other  party  endeavoured,  by  na- 
rious  motions,  to  fet  on  foot  an  enquiry  into  the  prders 
letters,  and  inflrufiions  which  had  been  fent  to  Admir 
ral  Vernon  and  Admiral  Haddock  :  but  all  fuch  inveftigat  . 
tions  were  carefully  avoided. 

§  XXXUI.  A  very  hot  conteft  arofe  from  a  bill  which 
the  minidry  brought  in  under  the  fpecious  title  of,  A  bill 
for  the  encouragement  and  increafe  of  feamen,  and  for 
the  better  and  fpeedier  manning  his  Majefly's  fleet. 
This  was  a  revival  of  the  oppreffive  fcheme  which  had 
been  rejected  in  the  former  fe^on  j  a  fchwne  by  which 
thejuftices  of  the  peace  were  empowered  to  ifliie  war- 
rants to  conllables  and  headborougbs,  to  fearch  by  day 
or  night  for  fuch  fea-faring  men  as  Ihould  conceal  them- 
felves  within  their  refpeflive  jurifdi£lions.  Thofe  fcarch- 
crs  were  veiled  with  authority  to  force  open  doors,  in 
cafa  of  refiftance;  and  encouraged  to  this  violence  by  a 
reward  for  every  feaman  they  Qiould  difcovcr ;  while  the 
unhappy  wretches  fo  difcovered  were  dragged  into  the 
fervice,  and  their  names  entered  in  a  regiftcr  to  be  kept  at 
the  Navy  or  the  Admiralty-office.  Such  a  plan  of  ty-  ■ 
ranny   did'  no:  pafs   uncenfured.      Eyery   exceptionable 
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daufc produced  a  warm  debate,  in  which  Sir  John  Bar-  CHAP. 
nard,  Mr,  Pultency,  Mr.  Sandys,  Lord  Gs^,  Mr.  Pkt,  y_,y,j'.,_f 
and  Mr.  Lyttelton,  fignalized  themfelves  nobly  in  d&-  i74«. 
ftnding  the  liberties  of  their  fcHow-fubjeSs.  Mr.  Pitt 
having  cxpreJTed  a  laudable  indignation  at  fuch  a  large 
ftride  towards  defpotick  power,  in  j unification  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  neceffity,  Mr.  H. 
Walpole  thought  proper  to  attack  him  with  fome  perfonal 
larcafms.  He  refle^ed  upon  his  youth ;  and  obferved 
that  the  difcovery  of  truth  was  very  little  promoted  by 
pompous  diftion  and  theatrical  emotion.  Thefe  infinua*- 
ttons  expofed  him  to  a  fevere  reply.  Mr.  Pitt  ftandii^g 
up  again,  (aid  "  He  would  not  undertake'to  datermlne 
*'  whether  youth  could  be  juftly  imputed  to  any  man  as 
"  a  reproach  :  but  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who 
('  after  having  feen  the  confequenccs  of  repeated  errours, 
*<  continues  Hill  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only' 
"  added  obftinacy  to  ftupidity,  is  furcly  the  object  of 
**  either  abhorrence  or  contempt,  and  deferves  not  that 
"  his  grey  head  fliould  fecurc  him  from  infults:  much 
*'  more  is  he  to  bi  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has  advanced 
"  io  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  becomes  more 
**  wicked  with  lefs  tempUtion;  who  proflitutes  himfclf 
w  for  money  which  he  cannot  enjoy ;  and  fpends  ths 
«  remains  of  his  life  in  the  ruin  of  his  country." — Feti- 
•  tions  were  prefentcd  from  the  city  of  Ijondon,  and  coun- 
ty of  Gfoacefter,  againfl:  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  by  difcouraging 
rather  than  encouraging  failors,  and  deftruiiivc  to  the 
liberties  of  the  fubjea :  but  they  were  both  rejefted,  as 
infults  upon  the  Houfc  of  Commons.  Afw  very  long 
debates,  maintained  on  both  fides  with  extraordinary 
ardour  and  emotion,  the  fevere  claufes  were  dropped^  and 
the  bill  paired  with  amendments. 

$  XXXIV.  But  the  moft  remarkable  incident  of  thi» 
feflion  was  an  open  and  perfonal  attack  upon  the  mini- 
ftcr,  who  was  become  extremely  unpopular  ,all  over  the 
kingdom.     The  people  were  now  more  than  ever  fcdiblo 
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KO  Ol^   of  the  grievous  taxes  under  vriiich  they  ^oaned ;  and  Hit 

I  '.  J  their  burthens  daily  iflcrealing.  No  efiiEdual  attempt 
.i74*>  had  M  yet  been  biade  to  annoy  the  memy.  Evpetifive 
Squadrons  had  been  equipped ;  bad  made  excurfions, 
and  returned'  without  ftriking  a  blow.  The  Spanilh  fleet 
had  Tailed  firft  from  Cadiz,  and  then  frbm  Ferrol,  with- 
out any  interruption  from  Admiral  Haddock,  who  com- 
inandnj  the  Britifli  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
who  was  fuppofed  to  be  rellri£ted  by  the  inftru^ions  he 
iiad  received  from  the  miniftry,  though  in  fad  his  want 
of  fuccels'w^E  owing  to  accident.  Admiral  Vernon  had 
^itten  from  the  Wefl-Indiet  to  his  private  friends,  that 
M  was  negleiSed,  and  in  danger  of  being  facriiiced^ 
NotwithAanding  the  numerous  navy  which  the  nation 
maintained,  the  SpaniOi  privateers  made  prize  of  the  Sri-^ 
tifli  merdiant  fliips  with  impunity.  In  violation  of  trea* 
'tiest  and  in  contehipt  of  that  intimate  connexion  which 
had  been  fo  lOng  cultivated  between  the  French  and 
Ei^lifb  miniitry;  the  King  of  France  had  ordered  the 
harbour  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to  be  repaired  :  hie 
fleet  had  failed  bo  the  Weft-Indies,  in  conjun^ton  with  that  . 
of  Spain  j  and  the  merchants  of  England  began  to  tremble 
for  Jamaica  :  finally,  commerce  was  in  a  manner  fufpend-' 
«d,  by  the  prafticeof  preffingXailors  into  theiervjce,  and 
by-the  embargo  which  had  been'laid  upon  Ihips  in  all  the 
ports  of  Great-Britain  and  beland.  Thefe  caufes  of  po- 
pular difcontent,  added  to  other  complaints  which- had 
been  fo  long  repeated  againfl  the  minifter,  eid^gerated 
and  inculcated  by  his  enemies  with  unwearied  induftry, 
at  length  rendered  him  fo  univerfally  odious,  that  Ids 
name  was  feldom  or  never  tAentioned  with  decency,  ex- 
cept by  his  own  dependents. 

§  XXXV.  The  country>party  in  parliament  feifed  this 
opportunity  of  vengeance.  Mr,  Sandys  went  up  to  Sir 
Robett  Walpole  in  the  Houfe,  and  told  him,  that  on  Fri- 
day next  he  Ihould  bring  a  charge  againft  him  in  publick. 
The  minifler  feemed  to  be  furprifcd  at  this  unexpe<£^d 
intimation  :  but,  after  afhortpaufej  thanked  him  politely 
5  •  ^ 
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for  tbls  previguf  notice,  and  fud  he  defired  no  £iTOUr, 
but  fair  play  *.  Mi.  Suidys,  at  tbe  tinoe  whkh  be  had 
appointed  for  this  accufation,,  ftood  up^  and  in  a  ftudied 
fpeech  entered  into  a.  long  dcdudion  of  the  min.i&a'a 
mifeondud.  He  infifled  upon  the  difcontents  of  the  na- 
tion, in  conlequeace  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  for 
many  years  purfued  at  home  and  abroad.  He  profefled 
bis  bdief  that  there  was  not  a  gentleman  in  tbe  Houfe 
who  did  not  know  that  one  fingle  petfon  in  the  admint- 
ftration  was  the  chief,  if  not  the  fole  ad?ifer  and  promo- 
ter of  all  thofe  meal\ires.  '<  This  (added  he)  is  Icnown 
"  withotit  doors,  as  well  as  witfiin;  therefore,  the  dilcon- 
"  tents,  the  reproaches,  and  even  the  curies  of  the  people 
"  are.all  dire£ted  againft  that  ftngle  perfon.  They  com- 
''  plain  of  prefent  meafures:  they  have  fuSered  by  paft 
"  neafureg:  they  expc£l  no  redrefs;  they  exped  no 
'f  alteration  or  amendment^  whilft  he  has  a  Jbare  in  di- 
"  reeling  or  advififlg  our  future  admin iftration.  Tbelc, 
"  Sir,  ar«  the  fentiments  of  tiM  people  in  regard  to  thai 
"  miniHer:  thefe  fentiments  we  are  in  honour  and  duty 
"  bound  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty ;  and  the  proper  me- 
*t  thod  for  doing  this,  as  eitabliOied  by  our  conftitution, 
",  is  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  remove  him  from  lus 
"  councils."  Heathen  proceeded  to  explain  the  particulars 
of  the  minifter's  mifcondui^  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  ne- 
goeiations  ^road.  He  charged  him  with  having  endea- 
voured to  fupport  his  own  interefl,  and  to  ered  a  kind  of 
defpolick  government,  by  thepraflice  of  corruption;  with 
having  betrayed  the  intereft  and  honou  r  of  Great-Britain 
in  the  late  convention ;  with  having  neglected  to  profecute 
the  war  agalnft  Spain ;  and  he  concluded  with  a  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  re- 
move Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence  and  councils 
for  ever.  He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pelham,  who  under- 
took 
•  Upon  thit  occiCon  he  mifquotsd  HDrlcc.  \,"  A>  I  am  not  confcionrof  iny 
"crime  (faid  be)  Ido  nutdouttofbeing  »bleto  mike  aproptf  defenfe.  HU 
"■nmfcirifibl  BuilifMfip,  cvlfir."  He  w«  torrefled  by  Mr.  Pulteoey;  but 
iaR&Hlupoal4ibdRgiatheright,  uida£hia|ly  l;^aW>Beranllicjuftneliof 
'  hi)  ^otalioiii 
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'***^    took  to  defend  or  excufe  all  the  mcafureB  which  the  other 

1^  I  ,'i  _f  had  condemned;  and  acquitted  himfelf  at  a  warm  friend 
1740.  and  unfliaken  adherent.  Againft  this  champion  Sir  John 
Barnard  entered  the  lifts,  and  was  fuftained  by  Mr. 
Puiteney,  who,  with  equal  fpirit  and  precifion,  pointed 
out  and  expofed  all  the  material  errors  and  ma! -practices 
ct  the  adtniniftration.  Sir  Robert  Walpok  fpoke  widi 
great  temper  and  deliberation  in"behalf  of  himfelf.  With 
refpea  to  the  article  of  bribery  and  corruption,  he  faid 
if  any  one  inftance  had  been  mentioned;  if  it  had  been 
fiiown  that  he  ever  offered'  a  reward  to  any  member  of 
cither  Houfe,  or  ever  thrSatened  to  deprive  any  mealier 
of  his  office  or  employment,  in  order  to  influence  his  vot-, 
jng  in  parliament,  there  might  have  been  foOie  ground  for 
this  charge;  but  when  it  was  fo  generally  laid,  he  did  not 
know  what  he  could  fay  to  it,  unlefs  to  deny  it  as  gene- 
rally and  as  pofitively  as  it  had  been  afferted.— Such  a 
fleciaration  as  this,  in  the  hearing  of  fo  many  perfons,  who 
not  only  knew,  but  fubfiftcd  by  his  wages  of  corruption, 
was  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  minifter's  being  dead  to  all  fenfe 
offliame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The  debate  was  pro- 
traced  by  the  court  members  till  three  o'clock  in  thp 
mol-ning,  when  above  fixty  of  the  oppofite  party  having 
retired,  ■  the  motion  was  rge£tcd  by ,  a  confiderable 
majority. 

§  XXXVL  A  bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting  the 
praflice  of  inXuring  fliips  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the 
nation ;  but  it  was  vigoroufly  oppafed  by  Sir  John  Barnard 
a«d  iMr.  Willimot,  who  demonftrated  that  this  kind  cf 
traffickwas  advantageous  to thekingdomi  andtbefchem* 
was  dropped.  Another  warm  conteft  arofe  lyjon  a  claufe 
of  the  mutiny-bill  relating  to  the  q^jartering  of 'foldieri 
«$ion  inn-keepers  and  publicans,  who  complained  of  their 
being  diflreffed  in  furni(bing  thofe  guefls  with  provifioni 
and  necelTaries  at  the  rates  prefcribed  by  law  or  cuftom. 
There  were  not  wantihg  advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the 
nature  of  this  grievance,  which,  however,  was  not  redrefled.  ' 
A  new  trade  was  at  this  time  opened  with  Perfia,   through 

the 
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the  dominloni  of  the  Czar,  and  veiled  with  an  exclufive     ^Rap. 
privilege  in  the  Ruffia  company,  by  an  a£t  of  parliament.  1        '    . 
The  Commons  voted  forty  thoufand  fcamen  for  the  fervice       >74«> 
cf  the  enfuing  year,  and  abcAit  thirty  thoufand  men  for  . 
the  eftablifhment  of  land-forces.    They  provided  for  the 
fubfidies  granted  to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Land- 
grave of  Heile-CalTel ;  and  took  every  ftep  which  was  fug- 
gefted  for  the  cafe  and  convenience  of  the  government. 

§  XXXVn,  The  parlies  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were 
tnSuenccd  by  the  fame  motives  which  actuated  the  Com- 
oons.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  bad  bythistimerefigned 
all  his  places,  declared  open  wv  againft  the  miniftry.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  the  King's  fpeech  was  no 
fooner  reported  by  the  Chancellor,  than  this  noblemaa 
fiood  up,  and  moved  that  a  general  addrefs  of  thanki 
Ihould  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  inftead  of  a  recapitulation 
of  every  paragraph  of  the  King's,  fpeech,  re-echoed  from 
the  parliament  to  the  throne,  with  cxprelHons  of  blind  ap- 
probation, implying  a  general  concurrence  with  all  the 
meafures  of  the  minifter.  He  fpoke  on  this  fubjeft  with 
an  aftonifhing  impetuoftty  of  eloquence,  that  rolled  like  % 
liver  which  had  overflowed  its  banks  and  deluged  the  whole 
adjacent  country.  The  motion  was  fupported  by  Lord 
Batburft  Lord  Carteret,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  and 
Lord  Gower,  who,  though  they  difplayed  all  the  talents 
cf  oratory,  were  out-voted  by  the  oppofite  party,  headed 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeley, 
Lord  Hervey,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  motion 
was  rejefled,  and  the  addrefs  compofed  in  the  ufual  Itraln. 
■  The  fame  motions  for  an  enquiry  into  orders  and  inftruc- 
tions,  which  had  mifcarried  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  were 
here  repeated  with  the  fanjc  bad  fuccefs;  in  the  debates 
which  enfuttl,  the  young  Earls  of  Hallifax  and  Sandwich 
acquired  a  confiderableftiare  of  reputation,  for  the  ftrength 
of  argument  and  elocution  with  which'  they  contended 
^inft  the  adherents  of  the  miniftry.  When  the  Houfe 
took  into  confideration  the  flate  of  the  army,'the  Duke  of 
Argyle  having  harangued  with  equal  fkill  and  energy«n 
military 
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9  o  0  K  taxUtuj  affairs,  propofcd  that  the  forces  fliould  be  augmenC- 
■  cd  by  adding  new  levies  to  theold  companies,  without  in- 
(740.  creafing  the  number  of  officers;  as  fuch  an  augaientation 
iervcd  only  to  debafe  the  dignity  of  the  fervice,  by  raifing 
the  lowcft  of  manltind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen;  and  to 
extend  the  influence  of  the  minifter,  by  multiplying  his  de- 
pendents. He,  therefore,  moved  for  t  relbJution,  that  the 
augmenting  the  anny  by  railing  regiments,  as  it  is  the  moft 
untiece{Iary  and  moft  expenfive  method  of  augmentation, 
was  al(b  the  moft  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation. 
This  propofal  was  lilcewile  over-ruled,  after  afbort  though 
warm  contention.  This  was  the  fateof  all  the  other  motiona 
made  by  the  lords  in  the  oppofition,  though  the  viiflory  of 
the  courtiers  was  always  closed  with  a  nervous  and  fpirited 
proteft.  Two  days  were  expended  in  the  debate  produced 
by  Lord  Carteret's  motion  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  hi* 
Majcfty  to  remove  Sit  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence 
and  councils  for  ever.  The  fpeech  that  ulhered  in  this 
jnemorable  motion  would  not  have  difgraced  a  Cicero.  It 
contained  a  retrofpe^  of  all  the  publick  meafurcs  which 
had  been  purfued  fince  the  Revolution.  It  explained  the 
nature  of  every  treaty,  whether  right  or  wrong,  which  bad 
been  concluded  under  the  picfent  adminiltration.  It  de- 
fcribed  the  political  connexions  fubfilling  between  the  dif- 
ferent powei^  in  Europe.  It  expofed  the  'weaknefs,  the 
mifcondud,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  mlnifler,  both  in  his 
foreign  and  domefticlc  tranfafiions.  It  was  enbelliflied 
with  all  the  ornaments  of  rhetorick,  and  warmed  with  a 
noble  fpirit  of  patriot  indignation.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  * 
Xiord  Bathurfi,  and  his  other  colleagues,  feemed  to  be  ani- 
mated with  uncommon  fervour,  and-even  infpired,  by  the 
An.  1741.  fubjei5l.  A  man  of  imagination,  in  reading  their  fpeeclbes, 
will  think  himfdftranrported  into  the  Roman  fenate,  be- 
fore the  ruin  of  that  republick.  Neverchelefs,  the  miniAer 
■ftill  triumphed  by  dint  of  numbers;  though  his  viiiory 
was  dearly  purchafed.  Thirty  peers  entered  a  vigorous 
protedi  and  Walpole's  character  fuflained  fuch  a  rude 
'Ihock  from  this  oppofition,  that  his  authority  feemed  to  be 
drawing 
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^Awingnear  a  period.  Immediateljhafter  this  contefE  VU  CHAP. 
decided,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  moved  for  a  rcfolution,  ^  ,  ',  . 
that  aay  attempt  to  in&id  any  kind  of  punifbincnt  on  anjr  1741. 
pcribn,  without  allowiog  biia  an  t^portunity  to  make  hia 
defenfe,  or  without  any  proof  of  uiy  crime  or  mifdemeanotir 
committed  by  him,  is  contrary  to  natural  juftice,  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  realm,  and  the  ancient  eflabliibed 
ufage  of  parliament;  and  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  fiibje^l:.  It  was  feconded  by  the  Duke  of 
Devonflure  and  Lord  Love];  andoppofedbyLordGowert 
A3  an  intended  cenfure  on  the  proc«edings  of  the  day. 
This  fentiment  was  fo  warmly  efpoufed  by  Lord  Talbtt* 
who  had  diftmgui(hed  bimfelf  in  the  former  debaK,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  tranfported  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderatloii. 
He  was  interrupted  by  the  £arl  of  Cholmondeley,  who 
charged  him  with  having  violated  the  order  and  decorum 
which  ought  to  be  preferved  in  fuch  an  aflembly.  His 
pa^on -was  inflam^  by  this  rebuke:  he  declared  himfelf 
an  independent  lord ;  acbarai^r  which  he  would  not  foi- 
feit  for  -the  fmiles  of  a  coi^rtj  the  profit  of  an  employ- 
ment,  or  the  reward  of  a  penfioB :  'he  laid  when  be  was 
engaged  on  the  fide  of  truth,  he  would  trample  on  the 
infolence  that  fiiould  command  him  to  fupprefs  bis  fen- 
timents.— On  a  divifion,  however,  the  motion  was  car- 
lied. 

§  XXXVIII.  In  the  beginning  o^  April,  the  King 
Wpairing  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers;  paficd  fome  afts'that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  alTent.  Theti,  in  his  fpeech  to 
both  Houies,  he  gave  them  to  undcrftand,  that  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  had  made  requiiition  of  the  twelve  thoufand 
men  ftipulated  by  treaty;  and  thst  he  had  ordered  the 
fubCdy-troops  of  Denmark  and  Heile-Canel  to  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  march  to  her  affiftance.  He  obferved,  that  ta 
this  complicated  and  uncertain  date  of  affairs,  many  in- 
cidents might  arife,  and  render  it  necefTary  for  him  to 
incur  extraordinary  expenfes  for  maintaining  the  pragma- 
Uck-fan£tion,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not  poffibly  have 
recourfe 
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JidOK     rccourfe  to   the  advice   and  alBftance  of  his  parliamenf. 

,  ^^'  He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the  Commons  fuch  a  fupply 
J741.  as  might  be  requifite  for  thefc  ends  j  and  promifed  to  ma- 
nage it  with  aJl  pofljble  frugality.  The  Lower  HoulCi  ■ 
in  their  addrcfs,  approved  of  all  his  meafurcs ;  declared 
they  would  effo£tuaily  fupport  him  againfl  all  infults  and 
attacks  that  might  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain; 
and  that  they  would  enable  hifti  to  contribute,  in  the 
mod  eftcdual  manner,  to  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of  ' 
Hungary.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved,  that  an  aid  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  Ihould  be  granted  to .  that 
princefs.  Mr.  Shippcn  protefted  againft  any  interpofi- 
tion  in  the  affairs  of  Germany.  He  expreflcd  his  diflifce 
of  the  promife  which  had  been  made  to  defend  bis  Ma- 
jefly's  foreign  dominions ;  a  profnife,  in  his  opinion,  in'- 
confident  with  that  important  and  inviolable  law,  the 
aft  of  fettlement;  a  promife  which,  *ould  it  have  been 
foreknown,  would  perhaps  have  for  ever  precluded  from 
the  fucceffion  that  illuflrious  family  to  which  the  nation  ' 
owed  fuch  numbcrlcfs  blelGngs,  fuch  continued  felicity,  . 
The  motion  however  paffed,  though  not  without  further 
oppofltion ;  and  the  Houfe  refolved,  that  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to 
enable  him  efFe£tually  to  fupport  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
Towards  the  expenfe  of  this  year,  a  million  was  dcdufltd 
from  the  finking-fund :  and  th?  land-tax  continued  at 
four  Diillings  in  the  pound.  The  preparations  for  this 
war  had  already  cofl  five  millions.  The  fellion  was  clofed 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  when  the  King  took 
.  his  leave  of  this  parliament,  with  warm  cxpreiSons  of 
.  tenderncfs  and  fatisfaflion.  Henry  Bromley,  Stephen 
Fox,  and  John  Howe,  three  Members  of  the  Lower 
Houfe,  who  had  fignalized  themfelves  in  dcfenfe  of  the 
miniAer,  were  now  ennobled,  and  created  barons  of 
Montfort,  Ilchefter,  and  Chedworth.  A  camp  was 
formed  near  Colchefter  ;  and  the  King  having  appoint- 
ed 
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ed  a  regency,   [et  out  in  May  for  his  German  domi- 
nions*. 

■  Sir  William  WyndhuD  died  ia  the  pnccdi^reti'i  ietjlj  npettad  u  to 
outor,  a  patriot,  and  a  man,  the  conflint  lOcitor  of  Biitilb  libntr,  uid 
«)wof  tbccblcf  ocnuBenCiaf  tbe  Baglilh  Batiao,  Is  tkc  couilc  af  (be  ram* 
jear.  General  Oglethorpe,  B»»rraor  of  Ceai^ia,  had,  with  fimc  (octaun 
obtained  from  the  colony  of  Carolina,  and  a  fbiall  fquadron  of  the  Rin|'i 
Bijpt,  made  an  attempt  npon  fbit  Aufuftine,  the  capital  ef  Spanidi  Flo- 
rida ;  and  ifiiully  ledticcd  ibme  fmalt  Ima  In  the  ncithboailmod  ef  (ha 
place :  but  the  Candinlant  withdrawini  In  di%nft,  difleatioiu  pceiaUiog 
among  the  fea-ofBccrs,  the  htuticase  monlha  approaching  and  the  eaemjr 
havinj  received  a  fupply  and  re-eDfoitcmen^  tw  abaodwud  the  tatnpTlfCf 
ud  nlumed  to  Ceotgia. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

5  I.  The  army  under  Lord  Cathcart  and  Sir  Clahtttr  Ogfe 
proceeds  to  the  Wejl-lndies.  §  II.  Nature  of  the  clitnatiea 
the  Spanijh  main.  §  III.  Admiral  Vtrtan  fails  to  Car~ 
thagena.  §  IV.  Jttaci  tf  fart  Lazar.  §  V.  Expeditiaar 
to  Cuba.  §  VI,  Rttpiurt  between  the  ^ein  ef  Hungary 
and  the  King  of  Pruga.  §  VII.  Battle  ef  Msltvttz. 
§Vin.  The  King  ef  Great-Britain  eontludes  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  France  for  the  eUilerate  ef  Hammer,  §  IX. 
Abidy  ef  French  forces  jain  the  Ele£lor  of  Bavaria,  §  X, 
He  is  crowned  king  of  Bohemia  at  Prague.  §  XI.  Fidelity 
of  the  Hungarians.  §  XII.  IP'ar  between  Ruga  and 
Sweden.  §  XIII.  Revolution  in  Ruga.  §  XIV.  7^r 
Spanijh  and  French  fquadrens  pafs  unmolefled  by  the  Englijb 
admiral iniht  Mediterranean.  §  XV.  Ina£iivity  of  the 
itavol  power  of  Great-Britaiii.  §  XVI.  Obfiinate ^rugglt 
in  tiering  members  in  the  new  parliament.  §  XVII. 
Remarkable  motien  iii  the  Haufe  of  Cammons  by  Lord  Noel 
Somerfel.  §  XVIII.  The  country-party  obtain  a  majority 
in  the  Houft  of  Cammms,  §  XIX.  Sir  Robert  WelpeU 
treated  Earl  of  Orfard.  §  XX.  Change  in  the  minijhy. 
§  XXI.  Enquiry  into  the  adminiflratien  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole.  §  XXII.  ObJimSied  by  the  new  minijhy. 
§  XXIII.  Rtports  of  the  fecret  committee.  §  XXIV. 
The  EleHer  of  Bavaria  ehofen  emperor.  §  XXV.  The 
King  ef  Pruga  gains  the  battle  at  Cxafinw.  Treaty  at 
Brtjlaw.  §  XXVI.  The  French  troops  retire  under  thr 
eannon  of  Prague.  A  frefli  body  fent  with  the  Marefehat 
ie  MaUebois  tb  bring  them  off.  §  XXVII.  Extraordinary 
retreat  tf  M.  deBelUifle.  §  XXVIU.  The  King  of  Great- 
Britain  forms  an  army  in  Flanders.  §  XXIX.  Progreft 
efthe  war  between  Ruga  and  Sweden.  §  XXX.  Thf 
King  of  Sardinia  declares  for  the  houje  ofAuJlria.  §  XXXI. 
Motions  of  the  Spaniards  in  Italy  and  Savoy,  §  XXXII. 
CotiduH  ef  Admiral  Matthews  in  the  Mediterranean. 
XXXIil. 
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§  XXXIII.  Optralim  in  tht'  mji-Jndm.  §  XXXIV. 
7hf  attmlhn  of  the  mintjiry  turned  ehttjly  en  the  affair i  of 
the  tmtinent.  §  XXXV.  Extraordinary  motion  in  iht 
Hmft  of  lords  by  Earl  Stanbofe.  §  XXXVI.  Warm 
and  ehjiinate  debate  en  the  repeal  ef  the  gin-a£l. 
§  XXXVII.  Bill f,^  quieting eorporatiom.  §  XXXVIU. 
Convention  between  the  Emperor  and  the  ^een  tf 
Hungary.  §  XXXIX.  Difference  between  the  King  ef 
PruJJia  and  the  EUaor  of  Hamver.  §  XL.  The  King  ef 
Great-Britain  ohtains  a  viSfory  over  the  French  at  Dettingen. 
§  XLI.  Treaty  ef  Worm!.  §  XLII.  CenctuftQn  of  tht 
campaign.  §  XLIII  Affairs  of  the  North.  §  XLIV. 
Battle  of  Campo- Santo.  §  XLV.  TranfaHtons  ef  tbt 
Britijb fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  §  XLVl.  Unfueeefsful 
attempts  open  the  SpaniJbfettUments  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

§.  I.'Tr^  H  E  Eritifli   armament  had  by  tliis  time  pro-     chap. 

J-  ceeded  to  aaion  in  the  Wcft-Indies.  Sir  viL 
Chalpncr  Ogle,  who  failed  from  Spithead,  had  been  over-  "  •  ■ 
taken  by  a  tempelt  in  the  bay  of  B!fcay,  by  which  the 
fleet,  confining  of  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  fall, 
were  fcattered  and  difperfed.  Ncverthclefs,  he  profccutcd 
his  voyage,  and  anchored  with  a  view  to  provide  wood 
and  water,  in  the  neutral  ifland  of  Dominica,  where  the 
intended  expedition  fuftained  a  terrible  ihock  in  the  death 
of  the  gallant  Lord  Cathcart,  who  was  carried  off  by  a 
dyfcntery.  The  lofs  of  this  nobleman  was  the  more  fc- 
verely  felt,  as  the  commandof  the  land-forces  devolved 
upon  General  Wentworth,  an  officer  without  experience, 
authority,  ^nd  refolution.  As  the  il^et  failed  along  the 
iiland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  its  way  to  Jamaica,  four  large 
fliips  of  war  were  dlfcovered;  and  Sir  Chaloner  detached 
in  equal  number  of  his  fquadron  to  give  them  chafe, 
while  he  himfelf  proceeded  on  his  voyage.  As  thofe 
ftrange  fliips  refufed  to  bring  to,  Lord  Auguft>JS  Fitzroy, 
Ac  commodore  of  the  four  Britllh  ihips,  faluted  one  of 
them  with  a  broadfide,  and  a  fmart  engagement  enfued. 
AfRr  they  had  fought  during  the  heft'  part  of  the  night,  the 
£  2  enemy 
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BOOK    tnetnj  hoiAed  their  colours  in  the  morningj'and  appeared 

y_  '■  .  to  be  part  of  the  French  f<]usuiron,  which  had  failed  from 
1741.  Europe  under  the  command  of  the  Mar<]uis  d'Antin> 
with  orders  to  affift  the  Spanifli  adbiiral,  De  Torres,  in  at- 
tacking and  diftreffing  the  Englilh  Ihips  and  colonies. 
War  was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and  England ; 
therefore  hoflilities  cealed:  the  Englifli  and  French  com- 
manders complimented  each  other}  excufed  themfelvcs 
mutually,  for  the  miftake  which  had  happened}  and  part- 
ed as  friends,  with  a  confiderable  lo{s  of  men  on  both 
fides. 

§  n.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at 
Jamaica,  where  he  joined  Vice-Admiral  Vernon,  who  now 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  moil  formidable  fleet  and 
army  that  ever  vlfued  thofe  feas,  with  full  power  to  afl  at 
dJfcretion.  The  conjoined  fquadrons  Confifted  of  nine- 
and-twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  with  almofl  an  equal  number 
of  frigates,  fire{hips,  and  bomb-ketches,  well  manned,  and 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  kinds  oif  provifions,ftores,  and 
necelTaries.  The  number  of  feamen  amounted  to  tifteen 
thoufand:  that  of  the  land-forces,  including  the  Amencail 
regiment  of  four  battalions,  and  a  body  of  negroes  inlifled 
at  Jamaica,  did  not  fall  fliort  of  twelve  thoufand.  Had 
this  armament  been  ready  to  a£i  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the 
year,  under  the  condu^  of  wife,  experienced  officers,  united 
in  councils,  and  Aeadily  attached  to  the  intercft  and  honour 
of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and  whole  ifland  of  Cuba, 
might  have  been  eafily  reduced  :  the  whole  treafure  of  the 
Spanifli  Weft-Indias  would  have  been  intercepted ;  and 
Spain  muft  have  been  humbled  into  the  moll  abjeci  fub- 
millioD'.  But  feveral  unfavourablecircumllancesconcurred 
to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  the  publick.  I'be  miniftry  had 
detaii^ed  SirChaloner  Ogle  at  Spithead,  without  any  vifiblc 
caufe,  until  the  feafon  for  a£tion  was  almoA  cxhaufted: 
for,  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain,  the  periodical  rains 
begin  about  the  end  of  April ;  and  this  change  in  the  at' 
mofphere  is  always  attended  with  epidemical  diflcmpers, 
which  render  the  climate  extremely  unhealthy ;   befides, 
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the  nin  u  to  cxcefGve,  th&t  for  the  fpaee  of  two  months 
no  army  can  keep  the  field, 

^III.  Sir  CluJoner  Ogle  arrived  at  Jamaica  on  the 
ninth  day  of  January  j  and  Admiral  Vernon  did  not  fail 
on  his  intended  expedition  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
month.  Inflead  of  direding  his  courfe  to  the  Harannah, 
which  lay  to  leeward,  and  might  have  been  reached  ia 
lefs  than  three  days,  he  refolved  to  beat  up  againft  the 
wind  to  Hifpaniola,  in  order-to  obferve  the  motion  of  thv 
French  fquadron,  cdmmantied  by  the  Marquis  d'Antin. 
The  fifteenth  day  of  February  had  elapfed  before  he  re- 
ceived certain  information  that  the  French  admiral  had 
Ikiled  for  Europe  in  great  diftrefs,  for  warlt  of  men  and 
provi&oni,  which  he  could  not  procure  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
Admiral  Vernon,  thus  dtfappointed,  called  a  council  of 
war,  in  which  it  was  detci-mined  to  proceed  for  Cartht- 
gena.  The  fleet  being  fupplied  with  wood  and  water 
at  Hifpaniola,  fet  fail  forthecontinent  of  New-Spain,  and 
on  the  founh  of  March  anchored  in  Playa  Grande,  to  the 
windward  of  Carthagena.  Adnural  de  Torres  had  already 
tailed  to  Ae  Havxnnah:  but  Cartfaagena  was  flronglyfcnr^ 
tified,  and  the  garrifon  re-enforced  by  the  crews  of  % 
(inall  fquadron  of  large  fliips,  commanded  by  Don  Bias 
de  Lefo,  an  oSeer  of  experience  and  reputation.  Here 
the  Eng^ifli  Adnural  lay  inadive  till  the  ninth,  when  the 
troops  were  landed  on  the  illand  of  Tierra  Bombs,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  knoWn  by  the  name  of  Boca- 
chica,  or  Little-mouth,  which  was  furpriGngly  fortified 
wich  caftles,  batteries,  booms,  chains,  cables,  and  &ipa 
of  war.  The  Britifh  forces  erected  a  battery  on  fliore, 
with  which  they  made  a  breach  in  the  principal  fort,  whilq 
the  Admiral  fenf  in  a  number  of  &ips  to  divide  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  and  co-oper«te  with  the  endeavours  of  the 
army,  liord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  a  gallant  officer,  who 
commanded  one  of  thefe  (hips,  was  llain  on  this  occafion. 
The  breach  being  deemed  praflicable,  the  forces  advanc- 
ed to  the  attack :  but  die  forts  and  batteries  were  abandoned : 
^e  SpuiiSi  fitips  that  lay  athwart  the  hatlivur's  mouth 
£  3  wer» 
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BOOK    T^ere  deftroyed  or. taken  :  the  paffagc  was  opened,  and  tho 

L  -J  J  fleet  entered  without  further  oppofition.  Then  the  forces 
')74'-  were  re-embarked  with  the  artillery,  and  landed  within  a 
mile  of  Carthagena,  where. they  were  oppofcd  by  abouc 
feven  hundred  Spaniards,  whom  they  obliged  to  retire. 
The  admiral  and  general  had  cotitradeij  a  hearty  contempt 
for  each  other,  and  took  all  opportunities  of  expreiEng 
their  mutual  diilike  ;  far  from  aiSing  vigorouily  in  concert, 
for  the  advantage  of  the  cqirtmunity,  they  maintained  a 
piutual  rcferve,  and  feparat^lEpbals  ;  and  each  proved  more 
eager  for  the  difgrace  of  his  rival,  than  zealous  for  the 
honour  of  the  nation.  ■ 

§  IV.    The   general    complained    that    the  fleet  lay 
idle,  while   his    troops    were  harraJTed   and    diminifhed 

■  by  hard  duty  and,  diftemper.'  The  admiral  affirmed 
that  his  fhips  could  not  lie  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  of  Carthagena :  he  upbraided  the  general  with 
ina<5tivlty  and  want  of  refolution  to  attack  the  fort  of  St. 
Laiar,  which  commanded  the  town,  and  might  be  taken 
by  fcalade.  Wentworth,  Simulated  by  thefc  rcproachei, 
refolved  to  try  the  experiment.  His  forces  marched  up 
to  the  attack:  but  the  guides  being  (lain,  they  miftoofc 
their  route,  and  advanced  to  the  flrongeft  part  of  the  for- 

.  tification,  where  they  were  moreover  expofed  to  the  fire 
cf  the  town.  Colonel  Grant,  who  commanded  the  gre- 
nadiers, was  mortally  wounded  :  the  fcaling-ladders  were 
found  toplhort:  the  officers  were  perplexed  for  want  of 
orders  and  diredions :  yet  the  foldiers  fuftained  afevcre 
fire  for  feveral  hours  with  furprifiug  intrepidity,  and  at 
length  retreated,  leaving  about  fix  hundred  killed  or 
wounded  on  the  fpot.  Their  number  was  now  fo  much 
reduced,  that  they  could  no  longer  maintain  their  footing 
on  fliore:  befides,  the  rainy  feafon  had  begun  with  fuch 
Violence,  as  rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to  live  in 
camp.  They  were,  therefore,  re-embarked :  and  all  hope 
of  further  fuccefs  immediately  vanilhed.  The  admiral, 
Ijowever,  in  order  to  demonfirate  the  imprafiicabilityof 

■  ^ng  the  place  by  fga,  fcnt  in  the  Gallicia,  pne  of  tJ^e 
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SpanUb  fhips  which  had  been  taken  at  Boca-chtca, 
cannonade  the  town,  with  {ix  teen  guns  mounted  on  one  fide,  . 
^ike  a  floating  battery.  ThisveJTel,  manned  by  detach- 
fitents  of  voluntiers  from  difi'erent  fliips,  and  commanded 
by  Captain  Hore,  was  warped  into  the  inner  harbour,  and 
moored  before  day,  at  a  *  conhderable  diftance  from  the 
walls,  in  very  {hallow  water.  In  this  portion  flie  Hood 
the  fire  of  feveral  batteries  for  fame  hours,  without  doing 
or  fuftaining  much  damage  :  then  the  admiral  ordered  the 
men  to  be  brought  off  in  boats,  and  the  cables  to  be  cut ; 
^o  that  llie  drove  with  the  fea-breefe  upon  a  Ihoal,  where 
the  was  foon  filled  with  water.  This  exploit  was  abfard, 
and  the  inrerence  which  the  admiral  drew  from  it  altoge- 
ther fallacious.  He  faid  it  plainly  proved,  that  there  was 
net  depth  of  water  in  the  inner  harbour,  fufficient  to  admit 
large  ibips  near  enough  to  batter  the  town,  with  any  pro- 
fpefl  of  fuccefs.  This,  indeed,  was  the  cafe  in  that  part  of  the 
harbour  to  which  the  Gallicia  was  conducted  :  but  a  little 
^ther  to  the  left,  he  might  have  ftationed  four  or  five  of 
ills  Urged:  fliips  a-breaft,  within  {>iftol-lhot  of  the  wall); 
and  if  this  ftep  had  bccR  taken,  when  the  land  force* 
marched  to  the  attacic  of  St.  Lazar,  in  all  probability  the 
town  would  have  ^en  furrendered 

^  V.  After  the  «-embarkation  of  the  troops,  the  dlftcm- 
pers  peculiar -to  the  climate  and  feafon  began  to  rage  with 
jredoubled  fury ;  and  ^reat  numbers  of  thofe  who  cfcaped 
the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  perifhed  by  a  more  painful 
and  inglorious  fate.  Nothing  was  heard  but  complaints 
and  execrations  :  the  groans  «f  the  dying,  and  the  fervice 
for  the  dead:  nothing  was  feen  but  objects  of  woe,  and 
images  of  d^e^-ion.  I'he  conduiftors  of  this  unfortunate 
expedition  agreed  in  nothing  but  the  expediency  of  afpeedy 
«trcat  from  this  fcene  of  mifery  and  difgrace,  1  he  for- 
tifications of  the  harbour  were  demoltfhed,  and  the  fleet 
returned  to  Jamaica.  The  mifcarriage  of  this  expedition, 
which  had  coft  the  nation  an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  was 
no  fooner  known  in  England,  than  the  kingdom  was  filled 
Wi^  murmurs  and  difcoatent,  and  the  people  were 
£  4,  deprefled, 
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^  °P '^     depreffed,  in  proportion  to  thatfanguine  hope  by  which  they 

1  ■ ,  I  "_r  had  been  elevated.  Admiral  Vernon,  inflead  of  undert^- 
■  74t-  ing  any  enterprire  which  might  have  retrieved  the  honour 
oftheBritifli  arms,  fetfail  from  Jamaica  with  the  forces 
in  July,  and  anchored  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  Cuba, 
in  a  bay,  on  which  he  be&owed  the  appellation  of  Cum- 
berland harbour.  The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped 
at  the  diilance  of  twenty  miles  farther  up  the  river, 
where  they  remained  totally  inat^ive,  and  fubfiHed  chiefly 
on  fait  and  damaged  provilions,  till  the  month  of  Novctn- 
ber,  when,  being  confiderably  diminilhed  by  ficknefs, 
they  were  put  on  board  again,  and  reconveycd  to  Jamaica. 
He  was  afterwards  re-enforced  from  England  by  four 
fliips  of  war,  and  about  .three  thoufand  foldiers  :  but  he 
perforioed  nothing  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  ac- 
quired i  and  the  people  began  to  perceive  that  they  had 
iniftaken  bis  charader, 

§  VI,  The  ilfairs  on  the  continent  of  Europe  wer« 
DOW  more  than  ever  embroiled.  The  King  of  Pruflia 
jtiftd  denunded  of  the  court  of  Vienna  part  of  Sikfia, 
by  virtue  of  <dd  treaties  of  co-fratcrnity,  which  were 
either  <4&>lcte  or  annulled ;  dnd  promifed  to  alSft  the 
Queen  with  all  his  forces,  in  cafe  £he  fhould  comply  with 
^is  demand:  but<his  being  rejected  with  difdatn,  he  en- 
tered Silefia  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  profccuted  his 
con^nefU  with  great  rapidity,  tn  the  mean  .time,  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  was  crowned  at  Freftwrg,  after  hav- 
ing figned  a  capitulation,  by  .which  the  liberties  of  thu 
kingdom  were  confirmed ;  and  the  Grand  Duke  her  con* 
fort  was,  at  her  requeft,  aflbciated  with  her  for  ten  years 
in  the  government.  At  the  fame  time  the  ftates  of  Hun- 
gary refufcd  to  receive  a  memorial  from  the  £le£tor  of 
Bavaria.  During  thefe  tranfa^ioos,  his  PruJSan  Majefty 
made  his  publick  enterance  into  Brellau,  and  confirmed 
all  the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants.  One  of  his  generals 
furprifed  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Jablunka,  on  the  con- 
iines  of  iJungary :  Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt-Deflau, 
wfao  comoaanded  another  armyj  which  formed  tfae  block- 
■■;■■'■  ade " 
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■ik  of  GiVBt  Gkgau  on  the  Oder,  took. the  pltce  by    ^"A^- 
(calcic,  made  the  Generals  Willis  and  R^fld  prifoncrs,  .         '    f 
with  a  thourand  men  thzt  were  it}  garrifon:  here,  likewifc,       1741. 
tbe  viStot  found  the  military  cheft,  fifty  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  and  a  ^reat  quantity  of  ammunition. 

§  VII.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  had  follicited  the  ma> 
litime  powers  for  aJfiftance,  but  found  them  fearful  and 
backward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to  exert  herfelf  with 
the  more  vigour,  Ihe  ordered  Count  Neuperg  to  aHemble 
a  body  of  force*}  and  endeavour  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
PrulEans  in  Sildia.  The  two  armies  encountered  each 
other  in  tbe  neighbourwood  of  Neifs,  at  a  village  called 
Molwitz;  and,  after  an  obllinate  difpute,  the  Auftrians 
were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand  men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  advantage  was  dearly 
purcfaafed  by  the  King  of  rrul&a.  Hit  kinfman,  Frederick 
Margrave  of  Brandenburg,  and  Lieutenant- General 
Schuylemberg  were  killed  in  the  engagement,  together 
with  a  great  outnber  of  general  officers,  and  about  two 
thoufand  fijldiers.  After  this  a&ion,  Bricg  was  fitrrcnder- 
ti  to  the  Fruffian,  and  he  forced  the.  important  pals  of 
Fryewalde,  which  was  defended  by  four  thoufand  Aullrlaa 
hulTars.  The  Englifh  and  Dutch  miniflers,  who  accom- 
panied him  in  his  progrefs,  fpared  no  pains  to  cSe&  an  ac- 
commodadoD :  but  the  two  fovercigns  were  too  much  irri- 
tated againft  each  other,  to  acquiefee  in  any  terms  that 
could  be  propofed.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  was  inccnfcd 
to  find  herfelf  attacked,  in  the  day  of  her  diftrefs,  by  a 
prince  to  whom  Ihe  had  given  no  fort  of  provocation ;  and 
bis  PruiBan  Majelly  charged  the  court  of  Vienna  with  a 
dcfign  either  to  aiTaflinate,  or  carry  him  off  by  treachery;  a 
defign  which  was  difowned  with  expreSiOns  of  mdignation 
and  difdain.  Count  Neuperg  being  obliged  to  abandon 
Silefia,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia, 
[be  King  of  PrulBa  fent  thither  a  detachment  to  join  the 
Eletftor,  \inder,lhe  command  of  Count  Dcflau,  who,  in  his 
route,  reduced  Glatz  and  Neils,  almofl  without  oppofition : 
then  bis  maftcr  xeceived  the  homage  of  the  Silefikn  ftates 
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BOOK     atBreflaw,  and  returned  to  Berlin.     Ifl' December,  tjie 
_"•  _^   PruiEan  army  was  difiributed  in  wmtet-quarters  in  Mora- 
»74i.       via,  after  having  taken  Olmutz,  the  capital  of  diat  pro- 
vince; and  in  March  his  Pruffian  Majefty  'fonnid  a  camp 
of  obfervation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Magdeburg. 

^  VIII.  The  Elearor  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  at  the 
Cuccefs  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  apprehenfion  that  he 
vould  become  too  formidable  a  neighbour.  A  fc heme  was 
faid  to  have  been  propofcd  \o  the  court  of  Vienna,  for  at- 
tacking that  prirnre's  defloral  dominions,  and  dividing  the 
■  conqueft;  but  it  never  was  put  in  execution,  Neverthc- 
Jefs,  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  augmented  :  the  auxiliary 
Danes  and  Heffians  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain  were  or- 
dered to  be  in  readinefs  to  march;  and  a  good  number  of 
Britilh  forces  ehcamp€d  and  prepared  for  embarkation. 
The  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  granted  . 
by  parliament,  was  remitted^to  the  Qjieen  of  Hungoryj 
and  every  thing  feemed'to  prefagc  the  vigorous  inCerpofi- 
tion  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  But  in  a  tittle  time  after 
his  arrival  at  Hanover,  that  fpirit  of  aflioii  feemed  to  flag, 
even  while  her  Hungarian  Majefty  tottered  onihe  verge  of 
ruin.  France  refolved  to  feife  this  opportunity  of  cruOiing 
the  boufe  of  A4jftria.  In  order  to  intinlidate  die  Eleflor 
of  lianover,  MarefcbaJ  Malleboi«  was  lent  with  anumerous 
army  into  Weftphalia;  and  this  expedient  proved  effedtuaJ. 
A  treaty  of  neutrsility  was  concluded;  and  the  King  of 
Great-Britain  engaged  to  vote  for  the  Ele<3or'of  Bavaria 
ac  the  cnfuing  eleilion  of  an  emperor.  The  defign  of  the 
French  court  was  to  raife  this  prince  to  the  Imperial  dig- 
nity, and  furnllh  him  wiih  fuch  fuccours  as  lIiouM  enable 
him  to  deprive  the  Queen  of  Hungary  of  her  hcrediury 
dominions. 

§  IX.  While  the  French  minifier  at  Vienna  endea- 
voured to  amufe  the  Queen  with  the  flrongeft  afTurances 
of  his  mafter's  friendlhip,  a  body  of  five-and-thirty  thou- 
fand men  began  their  march  for  Germany,  in  order  to  join 
.  the  EleQor  of  Bavaria :  another  French  army  was  affem- 
^led  upon  the  Rbiae;  pnd  the  Count  dc  Belleifle  being 
{)rovidc4 
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■  i>rovide<]  with  large  fums  of  money,  was  fcnf  to  negoclate    c  H  ap, 
Wttb  different  eledlors.     Having  thus  fecitred   a  majoritjr  '    '- 

of  voices,  he  proceeded  to  Munich,  where  he  prefentcd  the  1741, 
EJeiftor  of  Bavaria  with  a  commiflion,  appointing  him  genc- 
ralJlHmoof  the  French  troops  marching  to  his  al&{tancc; 
and  now  the  treaty  of  Nymphenburg  was  concluded.  The 
French  King  engaged  to  afiifl  the  Eteftor  with  his  whols 
power,  towards  raifing  him  to  the  Imperial  throne:  the 
Eleflor  pTomired,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  never 
attempt  to  recover  any  of  the  towns  or  provinces  of  the 
empire  which  France  had  conquered:  that  he  would,  in  his 
Imperial  capacity,  renounce  the  barrier-treaty;  and  agree 
that  France  {hould  irrevocably  retain  whatever  places  flie 
fiiould  fubdue  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  next 
ftep  of  Belletlle  was  to  negociate  another  treaty  betweea 
France  and  Pruffia,  importing.  That  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
fliould  polTefs  Bohemia,  Upper  Auftria,  and  the  Tyrolefe: 
That  the  King  of  Poland  fiiould  be  gratified  with  M(»:avia 
and  Upper  Silefia ;  and  that  his  PrufDan  Majefty  fhould  raain 
Lower  Silefia,  with  the  town  of  Neifs  and  the  county  of 
Glatz.  Thcfe  precautions  being  taken,  the  Count  de 
Belleifle  repaired  to' Fran clt fort,  in  quality  of  ambaiTador 
and  plenipotentiary  from  France,  at  the  Imperial  diet  of 
cledion.  It  was  in  this  city  that  the  French  King  pub- 
lifiied  a  dedaration,  iignifying,  that  as  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  had  aflcmbled  an  army  to  influence  the  approaching 
eleiSion  of  an  emperor,  his  (Vloil  Chriitian  Majefty,  za 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  had  ordered  fomc 
troops  to  advance  towards  the  Rhine,  with  a  view  to  main- 
tain the  tranquillity  of  the  Germanick  body,  and  fecure  the 
freedom  of  the  Imperial  elc£lion. 

§  X.  In  July,  the  Eleiior  of  Bavaria,  being  joined  by 
the  French  forces  under  Marefcha!  Broglio,  furprifed  the  ■ 
imperial  city  of  Paflao,  upon  the  Danube :  and  entering 
Upper  Aufiria,  at  the  head  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  took 
pcjleflion  of  Lintz,  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the 
ftatcs  of  that  country.  Underflanding  that  thegarrifon  of 
Vienna  was  vety  "numerous,  and  that  Count  Palfi  had 
aflembled 
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s*JOK    adembled  thirty  thoufand  Hungarians  in  the  neighbour- * 

!_,-/  ._r  hood  of  this  capital,  he  made  no  farther  progrefs  in  Auftria, 
174'-  but  marched  into  Bohemia,  where  he  was  re.enforced  by  a 
confiderable  body  of  Saxons,  under  the  command  of  Count  ' 
RutowJki,  natural  fon  to  the  late  King  of  Poland.  By 
this  time  his  ^lifh  Majefty  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of 
Nymphenburg,  aod  declared  war  againfl  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  xjn  the  moft  frivolous  pretences.  The  Elefior 
'  of  Bavaria  advanced  to  Prague,  which  was  taiten  in  the 
night  by  fcalade :  an  achievement  in  which  Maurice  Count 
of  Saxe,  another  natural  fon  of  the  King  of  Poland,  di- 
ilinguiflied  himlelfat  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  la 
December,  the  Elei^tor  of  Bavaria  made  his  publick  entry 
into  this  capital,  where  he  was  proclaimed  King  of 
Bohemia,  and  inaugurated  with  the  ufual  Iblemnitics ;  then 
he  fet  out  for  Franckfort,  to  be  prcfent  at  the  diet  o£ 
election, 

§  XI.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hungary  faw  herfelf 
abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  feemingly  devoted  to  de- 
ilru£tion'  She  was  not,  however,  forfakenby  her  courage; 
flor  deftitute  of  good  officers,  and  an  able  miniftry.  She 
retired  to  Prefburgh,  and  In  a  pathetick  Latin  fpeech  to  the 
ilaces,  expreflcd  her  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  valour  of 
her  Hungarian  fubjefls.  The  nobility  of  that  kingdom, 
touched  with  her  prefence  and  diftreft,  affured  her  unani- 
meufly,  that  they  would  facrihce  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  her  dcFenfe.  The  ban  being  rai fed,  that  brave  people 
crowded  to  her  (landard  i  and  the  diet  expreffed  their  re- 
fentment  againft  her  enemy  by  a  publick  edi&,  excluding 
/or  ever  the  electoral  houle  of  Bavaria  from  the  fucceffion 
to  the  crown  of  Hungary:  yet,  without  the  fubfidy  Ihe 
received  from  Great-Britain,  their  courage  and  attachment 
would  have  proved  inetTed^ual.  By  this  fupply  fbe  wat 
enabled  to  pay  her  army,  ereA  magazines,  complete  her 
warlike  preparations,  and  put  her  Urong  places  in  a  poAuie  , 
of  defenfe.  In  December  her  generals,  Bercnclau  and 
Mentzel,  defeated  Count  Thofing,  who  commanded  eight 
tbpulaad  men,  at  the  pafs  of  Scardingen,  and  opening 

their 
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thrir  vny  iot?  Bavaria,  laid  the  whole  country  under  con-     ^ 
tributionj  while  Count  Khevenhullcr  retook  the  city  of  ,^ 
Lintz,  and  drove  the  French  troops  out  of  Auftria.     The    ' 
Grand  Signor  alTured  the  Q;ieeo  of  Hungary,  that  far  from 
taking  advantage  of  her  trouUes,  he  fliould  feile  all  oppor- 
tunities to  convince  her  of  his  fricndfliip :  the  Pope  per- 
mitted her  to  levy  a  tenth  on  the  revenues  of  the  clergy 
within  her  dominions ;  and  even  to  ufe  all  the  church-plate 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war. 

§  XII.  As  the  Czarina  exprelTed  an  inclination  to  affift 
this  unfortunate  princefs,  ibe  French  court  refolved  to  find 
her  employment  in  another  quarter.  They  had  already 
gained  over  to  their  inteiefl  Count  Gyllenburg,  prime- 
miniftcr  and  prefident  of  the  chancery  in  Sweden.  A  dif- 
pute  happening  between  him  and  JVlr.  Burnaby,  the 
Britiih  reJident  at  Stockholm,  feme  warm  altercation  paf- 
fed  :  Mr.  Burnaby  was  forbid  the  court,  and  publilhed  a 
memorial  in  his  own  vindication :  on  the  other  hand,  the 
King  of  Sweden  juftified  bis  condudt  in  a  refcript  fent  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  bad 
propofed  a  fubfidy-trcaty  to  Sweden,  which,  from  the  in- 
fluence of  French  councils,  was  rejeded.  The  Swedes 
having  aOembled  a  numerous  army  in  Finland,  and  equip- 
ped a  large  fquadron  of  fhips,  declared  war  againft  Ruffia, 
upon  the  moft  trifling  pretences;  and  the  fleet  putting  to 
fea>  commenced  hoftilities  by  blocking  up  the  Ruffian 
ports  in  Livonia.  A  body  of  eleven  thoufand  Swedes* 
commanded  by  General  Wrangel,  having  advanced  to 
Willmenftrand,  were  in  Auguft  attacked  and  defeated  by 
General  Lafci,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  Ruffians. 
Count  Lewenhaupt,  who  commanded  the  main  army  of 
the  Swedes,  refolved  to  take  vengeance  for  this  difgrace, 
after  the  Ruffian  troops  had  retired  into  winter-quarters. 
In  December  be  marched  towards  Wybourg :  but,  receive 
ing  letters  from  the  Prince  of  Hcile- Horn  burgh,  and  the 
Marquis  de  la  Chctardie,  the  French  ambaflador  at  Pcter- 
fburgh,  informing  him  of  the  furprifing  revolution  which 
had  juft  happened  in  Ruffia,  and  propofiuj  a  fufpenfion  of 
^  .     .  hoftilities. 
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hoftilities;  he  retreated  with  his  army,  in  order  to  wait  Tof 
further  inftrutEtions  j  and  the  two  courts  agreed  to  a  eefia- 
tion  of  arms  for  three  months. 

§  Xlll.  The  Ruffians  had  been  for  fome  time  difeon- 
tented  with  their  government.  The  late  Czarina  was  in- 
fluenced chiefly  by  German  councils,  and  employed  a  great 
number  of  foreigners  in  her  fervice,  Thefe  caufes  of  dif- 
content  produced  factions  and  confpiracies ;  and  when  they 
were  difcovered,  the  Emprefs  treated  the  authors  of  them 
with  fucih  feverity  as  increafed  the  general  difaffeflion. 
Sefides,  they  were  difpleafed  at  the  manner  in  which  fhe 
had  fettled  the  fucceffion.  The  Prince  of  Brunfwick- 
Lunenburgh-Bevern,  father  to  the  young  Czar,  was  not 
at  all  agreeable  to  the  RufGan  nobility,  and  his  confort,  the 
Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburg^,  having  alTumed  the  reins 
of  government  during  her  fon's  minority,  feemed  to  follow 
the  maxims  of  her  aunt,  the  late  Czarina.  The  'RulGan 
grandees  and  generals,  therefore,  turned  their  eyes  upon 
the  Princefs  Elifabeth,  who  yias  daughter  to  Peter  the 
Great,  and  the  darlirtg  of  the  empire.  The  French  am- 
baflador  gladly  concurred  in  a  projeft  for  depofinga  prin- 
cefs who  was  vrell  afFefled  to  the  houfe of  Auftria,  General 
Lafci  approved  of  the  delign,  which  was  chiefly  condu£led 
by  the  Prince  of  Hefle-Homburgh,  who,  in  the  reigns  of 
the  Emprefs  Catharine  antl  Peter  II.  had  been  gencraliffimo 
of  the  Rufllan  army.  The  good  will  and  concurrence  of 
the  troops  being  fecured,  two  regiments  of  guards  took 
poiTeflionof  all  the  avenues  of  the  imperial  palace  at  Peter- 
fburgh.  The  Princefs  Elifabeth,  putting  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  one  thoufand  men,  on  (he  fifth  day  of  December 
entered  the  winter-palace,  where  the  Princefs  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  and  the  infant  Czar  refided.  She  advanced  into  the 
chamber  where  the  Princefs  and  her  confort  lay  and  defired 
them  to  rife,  and  quit  the  palace,  adding,  that  their  perfons 
were  fafe;  and  that  they  could  not  juftly  blame  her  for 
afTerting  her  right.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Counts  Over- 
man, Golofitin,  Mingden,  and  Munich  were  arrcfted; 
their  papers  and  effects  were  leifed,  and  their  perfons 
5  conveyed 
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Wtfveyed  to  SchUflelhourg,  a  fortrefs  on  the  Neva.  Early 
in  the  morning  the  fenate  adembling,  dechred  all  that 
had  paAed  fince  the  reign  of  Peter  II.  to  be  ufurpationi 
:(nd  that  the  imperial  dignity  belonged  of  right  to  the 
ftinceft  EHfabeth:  flie"was  mimediately  proclaimed  Em - 
prefs  of  all-  the  Ruffias,  and  recognized  by  the  army  in 
Finland.  She  forthwith  publiflied  a  general  aft  of  indem- 
nity :  Ihe  created  the  Prince  of  Hefle-Homburgh  gencral- 
jffimo  of  her  armies:  {he  rcftored  the  DoJgorucky  family 
to  thdr  honours  and  eftates :  {he  recalled  and  rewarded 
all  thofe  who  had  been  banifhed  for  favouring  her  preten- 
£ons  :  (he  mitigated  the  exile  of  the  Duke  of  Courland, 
by  indulging  him  with  a  maintenance  more  fuitable  to  his 
rank:  {he  reteafed  General  Wrangel,  Count  Wafaburg,  , 
and  the  other  Swediih  officers,  who  had  been  taken  at  the 
battle  of  Willmenftraitd :  and  the  Prlncefs  Anne  of  Meclc- 
lenburgh,  with  her  confort  and  children,  were  fent  under 
*  ftrong  guard,   to  Riga,  the  capital  of  Livonia. 

§  XIV.  Amidft  thefc  tempefts  of  war  and  revolution, 
the  States-General  wifely  determined  to  preferve  their  own 
tranquillity.  It  was,  doubtlefa,  their  imereft  to  avoid  the 
dangers  and  expenfe  of  a  war,  and  to  profit  by  that  flag- 
nation  of  commerce  which  would  necefTarily  happen 
artiong  their  neighbours  that  were  at  open  enmity  with  each 
«bct ;  befides,  they  were  over-awed  by  the  declarations 
of  the  French  monarch  on  one  fide;  by  the  power, 
aflivity,  and  pretenfions  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  on  the 
.other  J  and  they  dreaded  the  profpedlof  a  Stadtholdcr  at 
the  head  of  their  army.  Thefc  at  leaft  were  the  fentiments 
of  many  Dutch  patriots,  re-enforced  by  others  that  a£led 
under  French  influence.  But  the  Prince  of  Orange  num- 
bered among  his  partif^ns  and  adherents  many  perfons  of 
dignity  and  credit  in'  the  commonwealth  :  he  was  adored 
by  the  populace,  who  loudly  exclaimed  againft  their  go- 
vernors, and  clamoured  for  a  war,  without  ceaiing.  Thia 
national  fpirit,  joined  to  the  remonllrances  and  requifitions 
made  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London,  obliged  the 
States  10  iffue  orders  for  an  augmentation  of  their  forces : 

but 
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BOOK    but  thefe  were  executed  fo  flowly,  that  neiicher  Fmhcc  nor 

•  '  ^.  Pruffia  had  much  caufe  to  take  umbrage  at  their  prepara- 
1741.  tioiis.  In  Italy  the  King  of  Sardinia  declared  for  the  houf« 
of  Auftria :  the  republick  of  Genoa  wu  deeply  engaged  in 
the  French  ijitereft:  the  Pope,  the  Venetians,  and  the 
dukedom  of  Tufcany  were  neutral :  the  King  of  Naplca 
refolved  to  fupport  the  cUim  of  hia  family  to  the  Aullrtui 
dominions  in  Italy,  and  began  to  mskeprepantiuns  accor- 
dingly. His  mother,  the  Queen  of  Spam,  had  forcned  » 
plan  for  erecting  thefe  dominions  into  a  monarchy  for  her 
fecond  fon  Don  Philips  and  a  body  of  fifteen  thoufand 
men  being  embarked  at  Barcelona,  were  tiaofported  to 
Oibltello,  under  the  convoy  of  the  united  fquadrons  of 
France  and  Spain.  While  Admiral  Haddock,  with  twelve 
~  fhips  of  the  line,  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  the 
Spanifh  fleet  pafTed  the  ftraits  in  the  night,  and  was  joined 
by  the  French  fqnadron  from  Toulon.  The  BritiQi  ad- 
miral falling  from  Gibraltar,  fell  io  with  them  in  a  few 
days,  and  found  both  fquadrons  drawn 'up  in  line  of  battle. 
As  he  bore  down  upon  the  Spanish  fleet,  the  French  admi- 
ral fent  a  flag  of  truce,  to  inform,  him,  that  as  the  French 
and  Spaniards  were  engaged  in  a  joint-expedition,  he 
fhould  be  obliged  to  a£l  in  concert  with  bis  maker's  allies. 
This  interpofltion  prevented  an  engagement.  The  conf- 
bined  fleets  amounting  to»  double  the  number  of  the 
£nglilh  fquadron.  Admiral  Haddock  was  obliged  to  defift; 
and  proceeded  to  Pon-Mahon,  leaving  the  enemy  to  pro- 
fecute  their  voyage  without  moleftation.  The  pec^e  of 
England  were  i^ncenfed  at  this  tranfa£Uon,  and  did  not 
fcruple  to  affirm,  that  the  hands  of  the  firitilh  admiral 
were  tied  up  by  the  neutrality  of  Hanover*. 

'  §  XV. 

■  In  the  moMh  of  July  two  Ihipi  of  Hrfd«l^>  (qoadrai  faUiof  is  wirb 
thr«E  Fiench  lliipa  of  wir,  Cipuin  Birnci,  the  Xoglidi  coininadate,  fufpofinf 
them  lobe  Spanilh  tegiHer  Aipi,lircd  1  fhat,  in  ordetta  bring  tbem  to;  and 
tfcejr  refulSng  to  comply  with  thli  fignil)  «  fcup  engigement  tnTnci:  «fter 
they  had  fougbt  re>eral  houn,  ibe  French  commuider  cnfed  firing,  and 
thought  proper  t*  cone  to  an  ei]d>a«tiaD,  when  he  and  Bimet  ftticd  with 
BDtaal  ap:lD(in. 
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§  XV.  The  court  of  Madrid  fecmed  to  have  Shaken  off    c  H  ap. 

that  indolence  and  phlegm  which  had  formerly  difgraccd '    . 

the  councils  of  Spain.  They  no  fooncr  learned  the  defti-  1741. 
nation  of  Commodore  Anlbnt  who  had  failed  from  Spit- 
head  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  than  they  fent 
Don  Pizzaro,  with  a  more  powerful  fquadron,  upon  the 
fjtme  voyage,  to  defeat  his  defign.  He  accordingly  fteered 
the  fame  courfe,  and  ai^ually  fell  in  with  one  or  two  fliips 
of  the  jBriti(h  armament^  near  the  Straits  of  Magellan: 
but  he  could  not  weather  a  long  and  furious  tempeft, 
dirougb  which  Mr.  Anfon  proceeded  into  the  South-Sea. 
One  of  the  Spanilh  fitips  perifhed  at  fea:  another  was 
wrecked  oa  the  coaA  of  Brazil ;  and  Pizzaro  bore  away 
for  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  tt*«re  he  arrived  with  the  three 
rcoiaininf  flups,  in  a  Oiattered  condition,  after  having  iofl 
tweltre  hundred  men  by  ficlcnefs  and  famine.  The  Spa- 
niards exerted  the  fame  vigilance  and  activity  in  Europe, 
Their  privateers  were  Co  induftrious  and  fucccfsful,  that 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year  they  had  taken,  lince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  four  hundred  and  feven  (hips 
bdongisg  to  the  fubje^  of  Great-Britain,  valued  at  near 
fixir  millions  of  piaftres.  The  traders  had,  therefore,  too 
iBuch  caufe  to-  comfdain,  confidering  the  formidable  fleets 
whidi  were  mainuined  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer.  Sir  John  Norris  had  twice 
failed  towards  the  coaft  of  Spain,  at  the  head  of  a  power- 
ful Iquadron,  without  taking  any  efTcClual  ftep  for  annoy- 
ing the  enemy,  as  if  the  fole  intention  of  the  miniflry  had 
been  to  expofe  the  nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of 
its  enemies.  ~  The  inadivityuf  the  Britifh  arlns  appears 
the  more  inexcufable,  when  we  consider  the  great  arma- 
ments which  had  been  prepared.  The  land-forces  of 
Vol.  III.  F  Great- 

In  tlie  cauila  of  tb>i  year  adingerous  eonfpiricy  W|(idlfcavcred  It  Htn- 
Yaiif  ID  Narlh  America.  One  Hcwfan,  a  law  publlon,  had  engaged  feVEral 
Dtgioa  in  a  defign  la  deftroy  the  Town,  and  malTacte  the  people.  Fire  wat 
lei  tofeveial  parti  of  the  cily  ;  nine  or  tea  negroei  were  apprehended,  conrifl. 
ti,  and  humed  alive.  Hewfon,  with  hii  wife,  and  a  rervant-miid,  privy  to 
■be  [to,  viae  faufidfuUty  wd  banged,  thoufh  tiujr  died  piotelting  their 
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BOOK     Great-Briuin,  exdufive  of  the  Danifli  and  Heffian  auxi- 

,       '    _)   liaries,  amoanted  to  fixty  thousand  men ;  and  the  fleet  coty- 
ir-jii.       fiftedof  above  one  hundred  (hips  of  war,  manned  by  fifty- 
foor  thoufand  failors, 

§  XVI.  The  general  difcontciit  of  the  people  had  a  ma*. 
nlFeft  influence  upon  the  election  of  members  for  the  new 
parliament,  which  produced  one  of  the  mofl  riolent'con- 
tefls  between  the  two  parties,  which  had  happened  fince  the 
Revolutiont  All  the  adherents  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
concurred  with  the  country  party,  in  oppofition  to  die 
mini(ter  j  and  the  Dxake  of  Argyle  exerted  himfelf  fo  fuc- 
eeisfuUy  among  the  fblres  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  thai 
the  partil'ans  of  the  miniflry  could  not  fecure  fix  members 
out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from  North -Britain: 
They  were,  however,  much  more'  fortunate  in  the  ele^ton 
of  the  fixteen  peers>  who  werecbofen  literally  according  toi 
the  lift  tranfmitted  from  court.  Inftru£tions  were  deliverett 
hy  the  conftituents  to  a  great  number  of  members  returned 
for  cities  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
oppofe  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace;  to  vote  for  the 
mitigation  of  excife  laws ;  for  the  repeal  of  feptennial  par- 
liaments ;  and  for  the  limitation  of  placemen  in  the  Houfe 
"  of  Commons.  They,  likewife,  inMed  upon  their  examine 
iflg  into  the  particulars  of  the  pubhck  expenfe,  and  endea> 
vouring  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  nation.  Obftinate 
flruggles  were  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom with  uncommon  ardour  and  perfeverance ;  and  lucli 
3  national  fpiritofoppofition  prevailed,  that,  not withftand- 
ing  the  whole  weight  of  minifterial  influence,  the  contrary 
intereft  Teemed  to  preponderate  in  the  new  parliament. 

§  XVII.  The  King  returned  to  England  in  the  monthr 
of  Oftobcr  J  and  on  the  firft  day  ef  December  the  feffion 
was  opened.  Mr.  Onflow  being  re-chofen  fpeaker  was 
approved  of  by  his  Majefty,  who  fpoke  in  the  ufual  ftile 
to  both  Houfes.  He  obferved,  that  the  former  parliament 
had  formed  the  ftrongeft  refolutiona  in  favour  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prag- 
,  matick  lanftion  j    for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  balance  of 

power. 
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pcwcr,  and  the  peace  and  liberties  of  Europe  ;  and  that 
if  the  other  powers  which  were  under  the  like  engage.  ^^ 
tnents  with'  him  had  anfwered  the  juft  expedlations 
fo  folemnly  given,  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe 
would  have  bi:en  attended  with  lefs  difEcuIty.  He  faid, 
he  had  endeavoured,  by  the  moft  proper  and  early  applica- 
tions, to  induce  other  powers  that  were  united  with  him 
by  the  ties  of  common  intcreft  to  concert  fuch  meafures 
as  fo  important  and  critical  a  conjundure  required  :  that 
where  an  accommodation  feemed  neceflary,  he  had  la- 
boured to  reconcile  princes  whofe  union  would  have  been 
the  moft  eiFedual  means  to  prevent  the  mifghiefs  which 
had  happened,  and  the  bell  fecurity  for  the  intereft  and 
fafety  of  the  whole.  He  owned  his  endeavours  had  not 
hitherto  produced  the  delired  effect;  though  he  was  not 
without  hope,  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  approaching  danger 
would  give  a  more  favourable  turn  to  the  councils  of 
other  nations.  He  reprefented  the  necelSty  of  putting  the 
kingdom  in. fuch  a  pofture  of  defenfe  as  would  enable 
him  to  improve  all  opportunities  of  maintaining  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe,  and  defeat  any  attempts  that  Ihould  be 
made  againft  him  and  bis  dominions  j  and  he  recommend- 
ed unanimity,  vigour,  and  defpatch.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons having  appointed  their  feveral  committees,  the 
Speaker  reported  the  King's  fpeech  ;  and  Mr.  Herbert 
moved  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  including  an  approbation 
of  the  means  by  which  the  war  had  been  profecuted. 
The  motion  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Trevor,  Lord  Noe! 
Somerfct  flood  up,  and  moved  that  the  Houfe  would 
in  their  addrefs  defire  his  Majefty  not  to  engage  thefe 
kingdoms  in  a. war  for  the  prefervation  of  his  foreign 
dominions.  He  was  fupported  by  that  incorruptible  pa- 
triot, Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither  afhamed 
nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  no  change 
is  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  faid  he  was  grown 
old  inthe Houfe  ofCommons;  that  time  had  veriBed  the 
predlAions  he  had  formerly  uttered  ;  and  that  he  had  Teen 
bis  conje£tutes  ripened  into  knowledge.  "  If  mycountry 
f  2  «  [added 
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B*^OK     ti  (added  he)  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  oncemore.tocont' 

1^  '-  f  •*  mit  her  intereft  to  men  who  propofe  to  themfelvcs  n© 
1741.  "  advantage  from  their  truA  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may, 
"  perhaps^  fall  once  more  under  cenfure  for  declaring 
"  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as  a  criminal^ 
"  for  alTerting  what  .they  who  puniOi  me  cannot  deny  j 
**  for  maintaining  that  Hanoverian  maxims  are  inconfift- 
"  ent  with  the  happincfs  of  thie  nation  j  and  for  [wefcrv- 
*'  ing  the  caution  fo  flrongly  inculcated  by  thofe  patriots 
"  who  framed  the  aft*  of  fettlement,  and  conferred  upon 
**  the  prefent  royal  family  their  title  to  the  throne."  He 
particularifcd  the  inftances  in  which  the  miniftry  had 
a£led  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  that  neceffary  conlli- 
tution  i  and  he  infiftcd  on  the  necelGty  of  taking  fome 
flep  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  the  people,  who  be- 
gan Ki  think  thcmfelves  in  danger  of  being  facrificed  to 
the  fecarity  of  foreign  dominions.  Mr.  Gibbon,  who 
fpokc  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion*  expatiated 
upon  the  abfurdity  of  returning  thanks  for  the  profecu- 
tion  of  a  war  which  had  been  egregioufly  mifmanaged. 
"  What !  (faid  he)  are  our  thanks  to  be  foleranly  re- 
*'  turned  for  defeats,  difgiace,  and  lofles,  the  ruin  of 
"  our  merchants,  the  imprifohment  of  our  failors,  idle 
'*  (bows  of  armaments,  and  ufelefs  cxpenfes  i"  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  having  made  a  ibort  fpeech  in  de&nfe  of  tbe 
firft  motion  for  an  addrefs,  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  who  feemed  to  be  animated  with  a  double  propor- 
tion of  patriot  indignation.  He  ailerted,  that  from  » 
review  of  that  minifler's  condufl  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  difpute  with  Spain,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  been 
guilty  not  only  of  finglc  errors,  but  of  deliberate  trea- 
chery :  that  he  had  always  co-operated  with  the  enemies 
of  his  country,  and  facrificed  to  his  private  interefi  the 
happinefs  and  honour  of  the  Britifb  nation.  He  then 
entered  into  a  detail  of  that  condufl  agaii»ft  which  he 
had  fo  often  declaimed  ;  'and  being  iranfported  by  an 
over-heated  imagination,  accuicd  hjm  of  perfonal  attach- 
ment and  age^ion  [t»  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom.  A 
4.  charge 
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charge  that  was  doubtlefi  the  refult  of  exaggented  am-    ^^l^**' 
moHtyy  and  /epred  only   to  invalidate  the   other  articles  ^ 

of  imputation  that  were  much  better  founded.  His  ob-  i74>> 
jedions  were  over-ruled;  and  the  addrefs,  asatfirftpro- 
pofed,  was  prefented  to  his  Majcfty. 
•  §  XVIII.  This  fmall  advantage,  however,  the  minifter 
did  not  confider  as  a  proof  of'  his  having  afcertained  an 
undoubted  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  There 
'  was  a  great  number  of  difputed  cle^ionsj  and  the  dif- 
cu£on  of  thefe  was  the  point  on  which  the  people  had 
turned  their  eyes,  as'  the  criterion  of  the  minifter's  power  ' 
and  credit.  In  the  firft  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe,  he  carried  liis  point  by  a  majority  of  fix  only; 
and  this  he  looked  upon  as  a  defeat  rather  than  a  victory. 
His  enemies  exulted  in  their  ftrength  :  as  they  knew  they 
£bouId  be  joined,  in  matters  of  importance,  by  feveral 
members  who  voted  againft  them  on  this  occafion.  The 
inconliderable  majority  that  appeared  on'  the  fide  of  the 
adminiftration  plainly  proved  that  the  influence  of  the  . 
minifter  was  greatly  diminilhed,  and  feemcd  to  prognofti- 
cate  his  further  decline.  This  confideration  induced 
fame  individuals  to  declare  againft  him  as  a  fetcing  fun, 
from  whofe  beams  they  coutd  expeft  no  further  warmth* 
His  adherents  began  to  tremble  ;  and  he  himfelf  had  00- 
cafion  for  all  his  art  and  equanimity.  I'he  court  intercft 
was  riot  fufficient  to  fupport  the  elsdlion  of  their  own 
members  for  Wcftminffier.  The  high-bailiff  had  been 
gifiliy  of  &me  illegal  pra^iccs  at  the  poll ;  and  three 
juf^ices  of  the  peace  had,  on  pretence  of  preventing  riots, 
fent  for  a  military  force  to  over-awe  the  eledion.  A  peti- 
tion prefented  by  the  elcilors  of  Weftminfter  was  taken 
into  confideracion  by  the  Houfe ;  and  the  eleflion  was  de- 
clared void  by  a  majority  of  four  voices.  The  high-bailiff  . 
was  taken  into  cuAody  :  the  ofEcer  who  ordered  the  fol- 
diers  to  march,  and  the  threcjuliices  who  (i^ned  the  let- 
ter, in  confequcnce  of  which  he  adled,  were  reprimanded 
Oil  their  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 
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§  XIX.  The  country-party  maintained  the  advan- 
.  tage  they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  (everal  other 
controverted  elections  j  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  tot- 
tered on  the  brink  of  ruin.  He,  knew  that  the  majo- 
rity of  a  fmgle  vote  would  at  any  time  commit  him 
prifoner  to  the  Tower,  ftiould  ever  the  motion  be  made  ; 
and  he  faw  that  his  fafety  could  be  effefled  by  no  other 
expedient  but  that  of  dividing  the  oppofition.  Towards 
thp  accompliflimem  of  this  purpofe  he  employed  all  his 
credit  and  dexterity.  His  emilTaries  did  not  fail  to  tam- 
per with  thofe  members  of  the  oppofite  party  who  were 
the  moft  likely  to  be.  converted  by  their  arguments. 
A  meffage  was  fent  by  the  Bi0iop  of  Oxford  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  importing.  That  jf  bis  royal  high- 
jiefs  would  write  a  letter  of  condefcenfion  to  the 
King,  he  and  all  his  counfellors  ftiould  be  taken  into  fa- 
vour ;  that  iifty  thoufand  pounds  ihould  be  added  to  his 
revenue  j  four  times  that  fum  be  difburfed  immediately 
for  the  payment  of  bis  debts;  and  fuitafcle  provifion  be 
made  in  due  time  for  all  his  followers.  The  Prince  de- 
clined  this  propofal.  He  declared 'that  he  would  accept 
no  fuch  conditions  while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  continued 
to  direct  the  publick  affairs :  that  he  looked  upon  him  as 
a  bar  between  his  Majefty  and  the  afFeilions  of  his 
people ;  as  the  author  of  the  national  grievances  both 
at  home  and  abroad ;  and  as  the  fole  caufe  of  that 
contempt  which'  Great-Britain  had  incurr^  in  all  the 
courts  of  Europe.  His  royal  highnefs  was  now  chief 
of  this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the  whole  na- 
tion  a  party  which  had   gained    the  afcendancy   in 

the  Houfe  of  Commons;  which  profefled  to  adl  upon 
the  principles  of  .publick  virtue;  which  demanded  the 
f?I!  of  an  odious  minifter,  as  a,  facrifice  due  to  an  injured 
people ;  and  declared  that  no  temptation  could  fliake 
■  their  virtue;  that  no  art  could  diflblve  the  cement  by 
which  they  were  united.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though 
lepulfed  in  his  attempt  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was 
more  fuccefsful  in  his  other  endeavours.  He  rcfolved  to 
■       ,,        try 


Dg:zecb>GoO'^K 


7* 


GEORGE     IT. 

^by -his  Hrengtb  once  more  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    chap. 
in  another  difputed  election  i  and  bad  the  mortification  .         ' 
Jto  lee  the  majority  augmented  to  fixteen  voices.     Hede-       ,j^,, 
'claied    he  would  never    more    {it  in  that  Houfe}   and 
next  day,  which  was  the  third  of  February,   the  King 
■adjourned   both  Houfes  of  parliament  to  the  eighteenth 
day  of  the  fame  month.     In  this  interim  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
jrole  was  created  Earl  of  Orfbrd,  and  refigned  ^1 -his  em- 
'^loy  meats. 

§  XX.  At  no  time  of 'his  life  didJie  acquit'himfelf  with 
fuch  prudential  policy  as  he  now  difplaycd.  He  found 
means  to  ieparate  xhe  parts  that  cocnpofcd  the  oppofition, 
.and  to  transfer  the  .popular  odium  from  bimfelf  to  thofe 
«rho  had  profeiTed  tbemfdves  his  IceeneS  adverfaries.  The 
»country-party,  confided  ,of  the  Tories,  re-enforced  by 
.^ifcontented  Whigs,  who  had  either  been  difappointcd  in 
their  own  ambitious  views,  or  felt  for  the  diltrefles  of 
.their  country,  occalioned  hy  a  weak  and  worthlefs  admi- 
jiillration.  The  old  patriots,  and  the  Whigs  whom  they 
Jiad  joined,  aded  upon  very  different,  and,  indeed,  upon 
4>ppofite  principles  of  government ;  and,  therefore,  they 
were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  convenience.  A  coalition 
yfia  projected  between  the  difcontented  Whigs  and  thofe 
-of  the  fame  denomination  who  afted  in  the  miniAry. 
Some  were  gratified  with  titles  and  offices ;  and  all  were 
^ITured,  that  in  the  management  of  .afFaifs  a  ^ew  fyftcm  ■ 
-would  be  adopted,  .according  to  the  plan  th^  them  felves 
ihoiild  propofe.  The  court  lequired  nothing  of  them, 
but  that  the  Earl  of  Qrford  ihould  efcape  with  impunity. 
His  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  beftowed 
ifpon  Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  Jikewife appointed  a. lord  of 
the  Treafury ;  and  the  Earl  of  Wilmington  fucceeded  hJni 
as  iurll  commifHoner  of  that  board.  Lord  Harrington 
being  dignified  with  the  title  of  EarJ,  was  declared  prefi- 
dent  of  the  council;  and  in  his  room  Lord  Carteret  be- 
came iecretary  of  flate.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  was  made 
mafter-general  of  the  Ordnance,  colonel  of  his  Majefty's 
toysl  icgimest  of  horfe-guards,  field>mai^al  and  commanr 
F  4  '  ^ 
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der  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South-Britainj  but,  End- 
ing hitnfelf  difappointed  in  his  expeftations  of  the  coalition, 
he,  in  iefs  than  a  month,  renounced  all  ihefe  employment;. 
The  Marquis  of  .Tweedale  was  appointed  fecretary  of  flato 
for  Scotland,  a  poft  which  had  been  long  fupprelled:  Mr. 
I*ulteney  was  fworn  of  the  privy  council,  and  afterwards 
created  Earl  of  Hath.  The  barl  of  Winchdfea  and  Not- 
tingham .was  preferred  to  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  inth^ 
room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager;  and,  after  the  refignaiion  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyie,  the  Earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  fidd- 
marffial  of  all  his  Majefty's  forces,  as  well  as  ambafiador- 
extraordinary  to  the  States-General.  On  the.feventeenth 
day  of  February  the  Prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  a  nUmer- 
Ou»-fetinue  of  his  adherents,  waited  on  his  Majefty,  who 
received  him  graciouily,  and  Ordered  his  guards  to  be' 
reftored.  Lord  Carteret  and  Mr.  Sandys  were  the  firft 
who  embraced  the  offers  of  the  court,  without  the  confent 
or  privity  of  any  other  leaders  in  the  oppofition,  except  that 
of  Mr.  Pulteneyj  but  they  declared  to  their  friends,  thfy 
wouldftillprocceduponpatriotprinciples:  thatthey  would 
concur  in  promoting  an  enquiry  into  paft  meafures;  and 
in  enading  neceiTary  laws  to  fecure'  the  conftitution  from 
the  pradiccs  of  corruption.  Thefe  profefiions  were  bdiev- 
ed,  not  only  by  thdr  old  coadjutors  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, but  alfo  by  the  nation  in  general.  The  rcconcilia- 
tion  between  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  together. 
with  the  change  in  the  miniftfy,  were  celebrated  with  pub- 
lick  rejoicings  all  orer  the  kingdom;  and  immediatdy 
sfter  the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared  irt 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

§  XXL  But  this  harmony  was'of  ftiort  duration.  It 
foot!  appeared,  that  thofe  who  had  dedaimed  the  loudeft 
for  the  liberties  of  thdt  country  had  been  aftualed  foldy 
by  the  moft  fordid,  and  even  the  moft  ridiculous  motives 
of  fdf.intereft.  Jealoufy  and  mutual  diftruft  enfued 
between  them  and  their  former  confederates.  The  natioa 
complained,  that,  inftead  of  a  total  change  of  men  and 
fliesfurcs,  they  fw  the  old  miniflry  flrengthcned  by  this 
CO^litioq 
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coalition;  and  the  fame  intereft  in  parliament  predominat-    chaP. 
itig  with  redoubled  influence.     They  branded  the  new  , 

convert*  ia  apoftates  and  betrayers  of  their  country;  and,  1741. 
in  the  tranfports  of  their  indignation,  they  entirely  over- 
looked the  old  pbjefl  of  their  refentment.  That  a  noble- 
man of  pliant  principles,  narrow  fonune,  and  un- 
bounded ambition,  fliould  fbrfake  his  party  for  the  blan- 
difhments  of  affluence,  power,  and  authority  will  not  * 
appear  ftrange  to  any  pcrfon  acquainteiJ  with  the  human- 
heart;  but  the  fenfible  part  of  mankind  will  always  refieifl: 
with  amazement  upon  the  condufl  of  a  man,  who  feeing 
hhtifelf  idolized  by  his  fellow-citizens,  as  the  firft  and 
firmeft  patriot  of  the  kingdom,  as  one  of  the  moft  (hining 
ornaments  of  his  country,  could  give  up  all  his  popularity,  . 
and  incur  the  contempt  or  deteilation  of  mankind,  for  the 
wretched  confideration  of  an  empty  title,  without  office, 
influence,  or  the  leaft  fubftantial  appendage.  One  cannot 
without  an  emotion  of  grief,  contemplate  fuch  an  inftance 
of  infatuation — One  cannot  but  lament,  that  fuch  glory 
fhould  have  been  fo  weakly  forfeited :  that  fuch  talents 
fllould  have  been  loft  to  the  caufc  of  liberty  and  virtue. 
Doubtlefs,  he  flattered  hi«ifelf  with  the  hope  of  one  day  .     - 

direAing  Che  councils  of  his  fovereign ;  but  this  was  never 
Qccompliihed,  and  he  remained  a  folitary  monument  of 
bkAcd  ambition.  Before  the  change  in  the  miniflry,  Mr. 
Pulteney  moved  that  the  feveral  papers  tclalirg  to  the  con- 
du<5l  of  the  war  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfc 
Ihould  be  referred  toa  felefl  committee,  who  fhould  exa- 
mine ftriflly  into  the  particulars,  and  make  a  report  to  the 
Houfe  of  their  remarks  and  objeifHons.  The  motion  in- 
troduced a  debate ;  but,  upon  a  divifion,  was  rejeacd  by 
a  majority  of  three  voices.  Petitions  having  been  prefent- 
ed  by  the-merchanis  of  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glaf- 
gow,  and  almoft  all  the  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom,  com- 
plaining of  the  iofles  they  had  fuftained  by  the  bad  conduiJt 
of  the  war,  the  Houfe  tefolved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  ■ 
deliberate  on  thefc  remonftrances.  The  articles  of  the 
London  petition  were  explained  by  M.t.  Glover,  an  eminent 
merchant 
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merchant  of  that  city.  Six  days  were  fpent  in  perufing 
,  papers  and  examining  witneJTes :  then  the  fame  gentleman 
fummed  up  the  evidence,  and  in  a  patheticlc  fpetch  endea- 
voured to  demonftrate,  that  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain 
bad  heen  expofed  to  the  infults  and  rapine  of  the  Spa- 
niards, not  by  inattention  or  accident,  but  by  one  uniforni 
and  continued  defign.  This  enquiry  being  refumed  after 
the  adjournment,  copies  of  inftruflions  to  admirals  and 
captains  of  cr-uiling  (hips  were  laid  before  the  Houfer  the 
Commons- paffed  fcveral  refolutions,  upon  which  a  bill  was 
prepared  for  the  better  protediing  and  fecuring  the  trads 
and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  It  made  its  way  through 
the  Lower  HouTe;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords, 
The  penfion-biJl  was  revived  and  fent  up  to  the  Peers* 
where  it  was  again  rejeiSed,  Lord  Carteret  voting  againft 
that  very  meafure  which  he  had  fo  lately  endeavoured  to 
promote.  On  the  ninth  day  of  March  Lord  Limerick 
made  a  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  condu£l  of  affairs  for  the  lafl  twenty  years:  he  was 
feconded  by  Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  and  fupported  by  Mr, 
Velters  Cornwall,  Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Lord. 
Percival,  the  new  member  for  Weftminfter,  who  had  al- 
ready fignalized  himfelf  by  his  eloquence  and  capacity. 
The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  Mr, 
Pelham,  and  Mr  Henry  Fox,  furveyor-general  to  his 
Majefty's  works,  and  brother  to  Lord  Ilchefter.  Though 
the  oppofition  was  faint  and  frivolous,  the  propofa]  was 
rejefled  by  a  majority  of  two  voices.  Lord  Limerick,  not 
An.  1741.  ■  yet  difcouraged,  made  a  motion,  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  March,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  conduit  of  Robert  Earl 
ofOrford,  for  the  lalttcn  years  of  his  adminiftration;  and, 
after  a  fharp  debate,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Houfe  refolved  to  choo'e  a  fecret  committee  by  ballot;  and 
in  the  mean  time  prefenced  an  addrefs  to  the  King} 
alTuring  him  of  their  fidelity,  zeal,   and  affection. 

§  XXII.  Sir  Robert  Godfchall  having  moved  for  leave 

to  bring  in  a  _bi!l  to  repeal  the  aft  for  feptennial  parlia-r 

meiits,  he  was  lecondcd  by  Sir  John  Barnard ;  but  warmly 
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cppofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Mr.  Sandys ;  and  the  qucDion  ^  "  *  ''■ 
paiTed.in  the  negative.  ^  The  committee  of  fecrefy  being  \_  '  i 
chofcn,  began  to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxton,  foU  »74** 
licitor  to  the  Xreafury,  rcfuGng  to  anrwer  fuch  queftion^ 
as  were  put  to  him.  Lord  Limerick,  chairman  of  the  com^ 
mittee,  complained  to  the  Houfe  of  his  obftinacy.  He 
Was  firft  taken  into  cuHody;  and  ftill  perfifting  In  his  re- 
fufal,  committed  to  Newgate.  Then  his  lordfliip  moved, 
that  leave  (hould  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indemnify- 
ing evidence  againft  the  Earl  of  Orford ;  and  it  was 
afiually  prepared  by  a  decifion  of  the  majority.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Carteret, 
and  as  flrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle;  but 
fell  upon  a  divifion,  by  the  weight  of  fuperior  number;. 
Thofe  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  who  heartily 
wifhed  that  the  enquiry  might  be  profecuted  were  ex- 
tremely incenfed  at  the  fate  of  this  bill.  A  ccHnmittec 
was  appointed  to  fearch  the  journals  of  the  Lords  for  pre- 
cedents :  their  report  being  read.  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  moved  for  a  refolution,  "  That  the  Lords 
tefufing  to  concur  with  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
in  an  indemnification  neceflary  to  the  effeflual  carrying 
on  the  enquiry  now  depending  in  parliament,  is  an  ob- 
ftru£lion  to  juftice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to,  the  liberties  of 
this  nation."— This  motion,  which  was  feconded  by  Lord 
Quarendon,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  gave  rife  to  a 
warm  debate;  and  Mr..  Sandys  declaimed  againfl  it,  as  a 
flep  that  woald  bring  on  an  immediate  diflblution  of  the 
prefent  form  of  government.  ]t  is  really  amazing  to  fee 
with  what  effrontery  fome  men  can  fliift  their  maxims, 
and  openly  contradifl  the  whole  tenor  of  their  former 
condufl.  Mr.  .Sandys  did  not  pafs  uncenfured:  he  fu- 
flained  fome  fevere  farcafms  on  his  apoftacy,  from  Sir  John 
Hynde  Cotton,  who  refuted  all  his  objedions :  neverthe- 
Isfs,  the  motion  palTed  in  the  negative.  Not  with  Handing  ■ 
this  great  obftrudlion,  purpofely  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
enquiry,  the  fecret  committee  Jifcovered  many  flagrant 
iaftances  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  which  the  Earl  of- 
■  ,  Orford 
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Orford  had  been  concerned.  It  appeared  that  be  had 
I  granted  fraudulent  contrails  for  paying  the  troops  m  the 
1  Weft-Indies:  that  he  had  employed  iniquitous  arts  to  in- 
fluence ele^ions :  that  for  fecrec-fervice,  during  the  lail 
ten  years,  he  had  touched  one  million  four  hundred  fifty- 
three  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  of  the  publick  money: 
that  above  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  this  fum  had  been  paid 
to  authors  and  printers  of  news-papers  and  political 
trai3s  written  in  defenfe  of  the  miniftry:  that  on  the  very 
day  which  precededhis  refignation  he  had  figned  orders  on 
the  civil-lift  revenues  for  above  thirty  thoufand  pounds:  but 
as  the  cafh  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed fourteen  thoufand  pounds,  he  had  raifed  the  remaining 
part  of  the  thirty  thoufand,  by  pawning  the  orders  to  a  ban- 
ker. The  committee  proceeded  to  make  further  progrefs  in 
their  fcrutiny,  and  had  almofl  prepared  a  third  report,  when 
they  were  interrupted  by  the  prorogation  of  parliament. 

§  XXIII.  The  miniftry,  finding  it  was  necefiary  to  take 
fome  ftcp  for  conciliating  the  affctSion  of  the  people,  gave 
way  to  a  bill  for  excluding  certain  officers  from  feats  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  palTed  another  for  en- 
couraging the  linen  manufafture;  a  third  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations;  and  a  fourth  to  prevent  the 
marriage  of  iunaticks.  They  voted  forty  thoufand  fca- 
men,  and  fixty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the 
1  fervice  of  the"curtent  year.  'i"hey  provided  for  the  fub- 
fidies  to  Denmark  and  Hefle-Caflel,  and  voted  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  The 
expcnfe  of  the  year  amounted  to  near  fix  millions,  raifed  by 
the  land-tax  at  four  Ihillings  in  the  pound,  by  the  malt-tax, 
by  one  million  from  the  finking  fund,  by  annuities  granted 
upon  it  for  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  a  loan  of 
one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  from  the  Bank. 
In  the  month  of  July,  John  Lord  Gower  was  appointed 
keeper  of  his  Majefty's  privy-feal :'  Allen  Lord  Bathurft  was 
made  captainof  theband  of  penfioners;  andon  theiifteenth 
day  of  the  month,  Mr.  Pulteney  took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  as  Earl  of  Bath.  The  King  clofcd  (he  fcffibn  in 
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the  ufual  way,  after  having  given  them  to  underftand,  that    ^  **  *  P-  ^ 
a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between  the  Queen  of  .        '' 
Hungary  and  the  King  of'Pruffia,  under  his  mediation)       1749. 
and  that  the  tate  iiiccefles  of  the  Atifirian  arms  were  in  a 
great  mcafure  owing  to  the  generous  a£flance  afforded  by 
the  firitiOi  nation, 

§  XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  happened  in 
the  affairs  of  the  continent.  The  £el3or  of  Bavaria  waa 
chofen  Emperor  of  Germany  at  Francl^forc  on  the  Maine, 
and  crowned  by  the  name  of  Charles  VII.  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  February.  Thither  the  imperial  diet  was  removed 
from  Ratifbon:  they  confirmed  his  elei^tion,  and  indulged 
faim  with  a-fubiidy  of  itfty  Reman  months,  amounting  to 
about  two  hundred  ihoufand  pounds  ilerling.  In  the 
meantime,  theAuIlrian  general,  Kbevenhuller,  ravaged 
his  eletSlorate,  and  made  Jiim&lf  mafter  of  Munich,  the 
capital  of  Bavar4a :  he  likewife  laid  part  of  the  I'aUtinate 
under  contribution,  in  refentmenl  for  that  Eleiiw's  having 
fent  a  body  of  his  troops  to  ^r^-esforce  the  If&perial  army. 
In  March,  Count  Saxe,  with  a  detachment  of  French 
and  Bavarians,  reduced  Egra;  and  the  Auftrians  were 
obliged  to  evacuate  Bavaria,  though  they  afterwards  re- 
turned. Khevenhuller  took  poff  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pafiau,  and  detached  General.  Bernclau  to  Dinglefing  on 
the  Ifer,  to  obferve  the  motiens  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
now  become  extremely  formidable.  In  May,  a  detach- 
ment of  French  and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  callle  of 
Uilkerfbergh  on  the  Danube,  with  a  view  to  take  pofleffioo 
of  a  bridge  over  the  river:  the  Auftrian  garrifon  immc 
diately  marched  out  to  give  them  battie,  and  a  fevere 
a^ion  enfucd,  in  which  the  ImperiaJills  were  defeated. 

§  XXV.  In  the  beginning  of  ^the  year,  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  had  aflembled  two  confiderabte  armies  in  Moravia 
and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at  the  head 
of  fifty  thouiand  men,  advanced  againft  the  Saxons  and 
PrufEans,  who  thought  proper  to  retire  with  precipitation 
from  Moravia,  which  they  had  invaded.  Then  the  Prince 
took  the  route  to  Bohemia^  and  Marfiial  Broglio,  who  com- 
manded 
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BOOK     manded  the  French  forces  in  that  country,  muff   have 

,  '  .  fallen  a  facrifice,  had  not  the  King  of  Pruffia  received  a 
1741.  ftrong  re-cnforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  before 
his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies  advanced 
towards  each  other;  and,  on  the'  feventeenth  of  May^ 
joined  battle  at  Czaflaw,  where  the  Auffrians  at  firft  gain- 
ed a  manifcft  advantage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  fruf- 
fian  baggage  :  then  the  Irregulars  began  to  plunder  fo  eagerly, 
that  they  neglefled  every  other  confideration.  The  Pruf- 
fian  infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally;  the  battle  was 
renewed,  and,  after  a  very  obftinate  conteft,  the  viftory 
was  fnatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians,  who  were 
obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  five  thoiifand  men  killed, 
and  twelve  hundred  taken  by  the  enemy.  ThePruffians 
paid  dear  for  the  honour  of  remaining  on  the  lield  of  battle ; 
and  from  the  circumflances  of  this  action  the  King  is 
faid  to  have  conceived  a  difguft  to  the  war.  When  the 
Auftrians  made  fuch  progrefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  en- 
gagement, he  rode  off  with  great  expedition,  until  be  was 
lecalledby  a  melTage  from  his  general,  the  Count  de  Schwe- 
rin,  afluring  his  Majefty  that  there  was  no  danger  of  & 
deiieat.  Immediately  after  this  battle,  he  difcovercd  an  in- 
clination to  accommodate  all  differences  with  the  Queen 
of  Hungary.  The  Earl  of  Hyndford,  ambalTador  from 
the  court  of  Great-Britain,  who  accompanied  him  in  th»s 
campaign,  and  wasvefted  with  full  powers  by  her  Hunga- 
rian Majefty,  did  not  fail  to  cultivate  this  favourable  dif- 
pofition;  and  on  the  firftday  of  June,  a  treaty  df  peace  be- 
tween the  two  powers  was  concluded  at  Brefiaw.  The 
Queen  ceded  to  his  Pruflian  Majefly  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Silefia,  with  the  county  of  Glatz  in  Bohemia;  and  he 
charged  himfelf  with  the  payment  of  the  fum  lent  by  the 
merchants  of  London  to  the  late  Emperor,  pn  the  SUcfian 
revenues.  He  likewife  engaged  to  obferve  a  ftrift  neutra- 
lity during  the  war,  and  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  Bo- 
hemia in  fifteen  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in 
which  were  comprehended  the  King  of  Great-Britain 
Eleflor  of  Hanover,  the  Czarina,  the  King  of  Denmark, 
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die  States-General,  the  houfc  of  Wolfenbuttle,  and  the    c  H  a  p. 
King  of  Poland  Eleflor  of  Saxony,  on  certain  conditions,  ,     ,"' 
which  were  accepted.  i-^. 

§  XXVI.  The  King  of  Pruflia  recalled  his  troops; 
while  MarefchalBroglio,  whocommanded  the  Frenchauxt- 
liariesin  that  kingdom,and  thcCoantdeBelleiile,  abandon- 
ed their  magazines  and  haggage,  and  retired  with  precipita- 
tion under  the  cannon  of  Prague.  There  they  entrenched 
themfelves  in  an  advantageous  fituation ;  and  Prince  Charles 
being  joined  by  the  other  body  of  Auftrians,  under  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  fight  of  them,  on  the  hills  of 
Girifnitz.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  arrived  in  the 
Auftrian  army,  of  which  he  took  the  command;  and  the 
French  generals  offered  to  furrender  Prague,  Egra,  and  ail 
the  other  places  they  poffefled  in  Bohemia,  provided  they 
might  be  allowed  to  march  off  with  their  arms,  artillery, 
and  baggage.  The  propofal  was  rejedled,  and  Prague  in- 
vefted  on  all  fides  about  the  end  of  July,  Though  the 
Operations  of  the  fiege  were  carried  on  in  an  aukward  and 
Jlovenly  manner,  the  place  was  fo  effeiSlually  blocked  up, 
that  famine  muft  have  compelled  the  French  to  Surrender 
at  difcretion,  had  not  very  extraordinary  efforts  been  made 
for  their  relief.  The  Emperor  had  made  advances  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  He  promifed  that  the  French  forces 
Ihould  quit  Bohemia,  and  evacuate  the  empire;  and  he 
offered  to  renounce  all  pretcnfions  to  the  kingdom  of  Bohe- 
niia,  on  condition  that  the  Auftrians  would  reftore  Bavaria : 
but  tiiefe  conditions  were  declined  by  the  court  of  Vienna. 
The  King  of  France  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  condi- 
tion to  which  the  Generals  Eroglio  and  BcIleiQe  were 
reduced,  than  he  fenC  orders  to  Marlhal  Mailleboist 
who  ccHnmanded  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
relief.  His  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion;  and 
when  they  reached  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Palatinate  were 
joined  by  the  French  and  Imperialifts  from  Bavaria.  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine  having  received  inrelligence  of  th«r 
junftion  and  defign,  left  eighteen  tboufand  men  to  main- 
tain the  blockade  of  Prague,  undet  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral 
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BOOK  ral  Feftititt,  while  he  himfcif,  with  the  reft  of  his  army, 
'  I  advanced  to  Haydon  on  the  frontiers  of  Bobemif .  Thcye 
J741.  he  was  joined  by  Count  Khevenhuller,  who  froiji  Bavaria 
had  followed  the  enemy,  now  commaniJed  by  Count  Sec- 
kendorff,  and  the  Count  de  Saxe,  SeckendorS',  iiQVSVi^, 
was  fent  back  to  Bavaiia,  while  Marfhai  Mailk'tois  entef- 
cd  Bohemia  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  But 
he  marched  with  fuch  precaution,  thai  P/ince  Charjes 
could  not  bring  him  to  an  engagement.  Mean  while 
Feftititz,  for  want  of  fu£5cient  force,  was  obliged  10  aban- 
don the  blockade  of  Prague  j  and  the  French  genwsJs  bstn  j 
now  at  liberty,  took  pofl  at  Leutuiaritx.  MaiUefaws  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Kadan:  but  feeing  the  AuilrianspoiklTed 
of  all  the  palTej  of  the  mountains,  he  marched  back  to  the 
Palatinate,  and  was  miferably  harrafTed  in  his  recre3,t  by 
Prince  Charles,  who  had  left  a  ftrong  body  with  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Belleifle  and  Broglip. 
§  XXVII.  Thefe  generals  feeing themfejves  furrounded 
on  all  hapds,  returned  lo  Prague,  from  whence  Broglio 
made  his  efcape  in  the  habit  of  a  courier,  and  was  fent  .t^ 
command  the  army  of  Maillebois,  who  was  by  this  time 
difgraced.  Prince  Lobkowitz,  who  now  djrei^ed  the 
blockade  of  Prague,  had  fo  effeflually  cut  off  al)  commu- 
nication between  that  place  and  the  adjacent  country,  that 
in  a  little  time  the  Ftipnch  troops  were  reduced  to  great 
extremity,  both  from  the  fevcrity  of  the  feajbn,  and  the 
want  of  provifion.  They  were  already  reduced  to  the  ncceC- 
fity  of  eaEJng  horfe-f!e0i,  and  unclean  animals;  and  they 
had  no  other  profpe£t  but  that  of  perifhiog  by  famine  or 
war,  when  their  commander  formed  the  fcheme  of  a  re- 
treat, which  was  aftually  put  in  execution.  Having  taken 
fome  artful  precautions  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he,  in  the 
middle  of  December,  departed  from  Prague  at  midnight, 
with  about  fourteen  thoufand  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and  fome  of  the  principal  citizens  as  hollages  for  the 
ftfety  of  nine  hundred  foldiers  whom  he  had  left  in  garriton. 
Notwithilanding  the  difficulties  he  mull  have  encountered 
atthatfeafonoftheyear,  inabrokenand  imfcequentedroad, 
which 
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irfiich  be  puipofdy  choTe,  he  nurched  with  fuch  expcdi-  ^"*^' 
tk»n,  that  he  had  gained  the  pafles  of  the  mountains,  before  ^  -,-,_i 
he  was  overt^en  hy  the  horfe  and  hufiars  of  Prince  Lob-  ty*^ 
kowi'tz.  The  fatigue  and  hardlhipa  which  the  miferable 
Ibidiers  underwent*  are  inexp /edible.  A  great  number 
pefi(faed  in  the  fnow,  and  many  hundreds,  fainting  with 
wearinefs,  cold»  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
AuQrian  irr^vlars,  conlifting  of  the  moft  barbarous  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Count  de  Belleifle,  though 
tortured  with  the  hip-gout,  behaved  with  furprifing  refo- 
lution  and  aftivity.  He  caufcd  himfelf  lo  be  carried  in  a 
litter  to  every  place  where  he  thought  his  prefence  was 
neceOary,  and  made  fuch  difpofitions,  that  the  purfuers 
never  could  make  an  impreSion  upon  the  body  of  his  troops : 
but  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own  equipage, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the  twenty  ninth 
day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  Egra,  from  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Alface  without  further  moleflation:  but, 
when  he  returned  to  Vcrfailles,  he  met  with  a  very  cold  re- 
ception, notwithftanding  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had 
performed.  After  his  efcape,  Prinre  Lobkowitz  returned 
to  Prague,  and  the  fmall  garrifon  which  BeJleiflc  had  left  ' 
in  that  place  furrendered  upon  honourable  terms;  fo  that 
this  capital  reverted  to  the-houfe  of  Auftria. 

§  XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  refolving  to  make 
a  powerful  diverfion  in  the  Netherlands,  had,  in  the  month 
of  April,  ordered  fixteen  thoufand  effeflive  men  to  be  em- 
barked for  that  country:  but,  as  this  ftep  was'taken  with- 
out any  previous  concert  with  the  States-General,  the 
Earl  of  Stair,  deftined  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
Flanders,  was  in  the  mean  time  appointed  ambaflador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  their  High-Mighti- 
nefles,  in  order  to  perfuadethem  to  co-operate  vigoroufly 
in  the'plan  which  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  formed — A  , 
plan  by  which  Great-Britain  was  engaged  as  a  principal 

in  a  foreign  difputc,  and  entailed  i(pon  hcrfelf  the  whole 

burthen  of  an  expenfive  war,   big  with  ruin  and  difgracc. 

England,  frombcingthe  umpire,  was  now  become  a  pany 
Vol.  Ill  G       .  in 
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^OOK    in  al) continental  quarrels;  and,  inftead  of  trimming  the 

i_^-^-~._j  balance  of  Europe,  lavilhed  away  her  blood  and  trcafiuc 
1741.  In  Aipporting  the  intercA  and  allies  of  a  puny  electorate  in 
the  north  of  Germany.  The  King  of  Prullia  bad  been 
at  variance  with  the  Eleflor  of  Hanover.  The  duchy  of 
Mecklenburgh  was  the  avewed  fubjefl:  of  difpute:  but  his 
Pruffiaa  Majefty  is  faid  to  have  had  other  more  provoking 
caufes  of  complaint,  which,  however,  he  did  not  tbinlc 
proper  to  divulge.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  found  it 
convenient  to  accommodate  thefe  ditFerences.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  fu'mmer,  the  two  powers  concluded  a  convention, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  troops  of  Hanover,  evacuated 
Meek)  en  burgh,  and  three  regiments  of  Brand  enburgh  took 
pofTciSon  of  thofe  bailiwicks  that  were  mortgaged  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  The  deflorate  of  Hanover  being  now 
fecurcd  from  danger,  fixteen  thoufand  troops  of  that  coun- 
try, together  with  the  fix  thou&nd  auxiliary  HefEans* 
'began  their  march  for  the-Netheriands;  and  about  the 
middlc.ofO<3ober  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bruflels, 
where  they  encamped.  The  Earl  of  Stair  repaired  to 
Ghent,  where  the  Britifh  forces  were  quartered :  a  body 
of  Auflrians  was  alTembled ;  and  though  the  feafon  was 
far  advanced,  he  feemed  determined  upon  Tome  expedition  i 
but  all  of  a  fudden  the  troops  were  fent  into  winter- 
quarters.  The  Atiflrians  retired  to  Luxembourg:  the 
Englifli  and  Heflians  remained  in  Flanders;  and  the  Ha- 
noverians marched  into  the  county  of  Liege,  without  paying 
'     any  regard  to  the  Bifbop's  proteftation. 

§  XXIX.  The  States-General  had  made  a  confidcrable 
augmentation  of  their  forces  by  fea  and  land  j  but,  not- 
withfVanding  the  repeated  indances  of  the  Earl  of  Stair, 
they  refolved  to  adhere  to  their  neutrality:  they  dreaded 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  French ;  and  they  were  far  from 
being  pkafed  to  fte  the  Englifli  get  fooling  in  the  Nether- 
lands. The  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  began  to  exert 
themfelves:  the  Rates  of  Groningen  and  Weft-Friefland 
protefted,  in  favour  of  the  Prince,  againfl  the  promotion 
of  foreign  generals  which  had  lately  been  made  :  but  his 
interelb 
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intereft  was  powerfully  oppolfd  by  the  provincesof  Zca-  C 
land  and  Holland,  which  had  the  greatell  weight  in  the 
republick.  The  revolution  in  Ruffia  did  not  put  an  end 
to  the  war  with  Sweden.  Thefe  two  powers  had  agreed 
10  an  zraiiftice  of  three  months,  during  which  the  Czaxina 
augmented  her  forces  in  Finland.  She  likewife  ordered 
the  Counts  Ofterman  and  Munich,  with  their  ad herents, 
to  be  tried  :  they  were  condemned  to  death,  but  pardoned 
on  thefcdfFold,  and  fent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The  Swedes, 
Hill  encouraged  by  the  intrigues  of  France,  refufed  to  liflen 
to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  unlefs  Carelia,  and  the 
other  conquefts  oftheCzar  Peter,  £hou!d  be  reAored.  The 
French  court  had  expeiSed  to  bring  over  the  new  emprefs 
to  their  meafures :  but  they  found  her  as  well  difpofed  as 
her  prcdecetlbr  to  affift  thehoiifeof  Audria.  Sheremitted 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  congratulated  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria 
on  his  elevation  to  the  imperial  throne.  The  ceremony 
of  her  coronation  was  performed  in  May,  with  greaC 
folemnity,  atMofcowt  and  in  November,  fiie  declared 
her  nephew,  the  Duke  ofHolftein-Gottorp,  her  fucceflbr, 
by  the  title  of  Grand  Pr;nce  of  all  the  Ruffias.  The  cefla- 
tion  of  arms  being  expired.  General  Lafcy  reduced  Fre- 
derickOieim,  and  obliged  the  Swedifh  army,  commanded 
by  Count  Lewenhaupt,  to  retire  before  him,  frt)lii'-one  place 
to  another,  until  at  length  they  were  quitc'"furrounded. 
near  Hel fin gfors.  In  this  emergency,  the  Swedifh  general 
fubmitted  to  a  capitulation,  by  which  his  infantry  were 
tranfported  by  fea  to  Sweden  ;  his  ctvalry  marched  by  land 
toAboj'and  his  artillery  and  magazines  remained  in  the 
hands oF  the  Ruffians.  TheKiogdf  Sweden  being  of  an 
advanced  age,  the  diet  afiembled  in  order  to  fettle  the 
fucceffions  and  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Goitorp,  as  grandfon 
to  the  elde'ft  fift&r  to  Charles  Xli.  was  declared  next  heir 
to  the  crown.  A  courier'  was  immediately  tJefpatched  to 
Mofcow,  to  notify  to  the  Duke  this  determination  of  the 
diet;  and  this  meflage  was  folloiVed  by  a  deputation:  but 
when  they  uriderftood  that  hd  had  embraced  the  leligion 
,G  2  of 
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BOOK    of  the  Greek  churchy. and  been  acknowledged  fuccel^r  to 

1^  .-\  ,_r  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  they  annulled  his  election  for  Sireden, 
1741.  and  reiblvqd.that  the  fuccdCon  Ibould  not  be  re-eHablifhedt 
until  a  poce  ihould  be  concluded  with  the  Czarina.  Con^ 
fcrences  were  opened  at  Abo  for  this  purpofe.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  events  of  war  had  been  fa  long  unforiunate 
for  Sweden,  that  it  wai  abfolutely  noceflary  to  appeafe  the 
indignatioa  of  the  people  with  fome  facriiice.  The  Ge- 
nerals. Lewenhaupt  and  Bodenbrock  were  tried  by  a  court- 
iTur:ial  formirconduft :  being  found  guilty  and  condemned 
to  death,,  they  appealed  to  the  diet,  by  which  the  fentetice 
was  confirmed.  The  term  of  the  fubftdy- treaty  between 
Great- Britain  and  Denmark  expiring,  his  Danifh  Majelty 
refufed  to  renew  iij  nor  would  he  accede  to  the  peace  cf 
Breflau.  On  the  other  hand,  he  became  fubfidiary  to 
France,  with  which  alfo  he  concltided  a  new  treaty  of 


§  XiXX.  The  Court  of  Verfailles  were  now  heartily 
tired  of  maintaining  the  war  in  Germany,  and  had  actu- 
ally made  equitable  propofals  of  peace  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, by.  whom  they  were  rejeded.  Thus  repulfed,  they 
(cdoubled  their  preparations;  and  endeavoured,  by  advan- 
tageous oStxs,  to  detach  the  King  of  Sardinia  from  the  in- 
tereftofth«  Houfe  of  Auftria.  This  prince  had  efpoufed 
a  filVerofillie  Grand  Dulce,  who  prefTed  him  to  declare 
for  her  brother,  and. the  Queen  of  Hungary  promlfed  to 
gratify  him  with  fome  territories  in  the  Mitanefe : 
befides,  'he  thought  the  Spaniards  had  already  gained  too 
much  grotjnd  in  Italy:  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was 
afraid  of  being  crufh^  between  France  and  Spain,  before 
he  could  be  properly  fupported.  He,  therefore,  tempoiifed, 
and  protracted  the  negociation,  until  he  was  alarmed  at  the 
progrefs  of  the  Spanith  arms  in  Italy,  and  fixed  in  his  de- 
termination by  thC'  fublidies  of  Great-Btitain.  The 
Spanifh  army  aflembled  at  Rimini,  under  the  Duke  de  , 
Montemar;  and  being  joined  by  the  Neapolitan  forces,  . 
amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men,  furnifbed  with  a  large 
train  of  artillery,  Abbut  the  beginning  of  May,  they 
entered 
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entered  the  Bologncfe:  then  theKing  of  Sardinia  deolar- 
ing  againft  them,  joined  the  Aullrian  army  commanded 
-by  Count  Traun^  marched  into  the  duchy  of  Parma; 
and  underftanding  that  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  engaged 
in  a  treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  difpoflefTed  that  prince  of 
his  dominions.  The  DukedeMontcmar,  feeing  his  army 
diminiflied  by  ficknefs  and  defertion,  retreated  to  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  and  was  followed  by  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
as  far  as  Rimini. 

§  XXXI.  Here  he  received  intelligence,  that  Don  Philip, 
third  fon  of  his  Catholick  Majefty,  had  made  an  irruption 
into  Savoy  with  another  army  of  Spaniards,  and  already 
t^ken  poTMion  of  Chamberri,  the  capita!.  He  forthwith 
began  his  march  for  Piedmont,  Don  Philip  abandoned 
■Savoy  at  his  approach,  and  rttrcating  into  Dauphine, 
took  ptrft  nnder  the  cannon  effort  Barreaux.  The  King 
purfued  him  thither,  and  both  armies  remained  in  fioht 
■of  each  other  till  the  month  of  December,  when  the  Mar- 
'quis  de  Minas,  an  active  and  enterprifing  general,  arrived 
from  Madrid,  and  took  upon  him  the  cominand  of  the 
forces  under  Don  Philip.  This  general's  firft  exploit 
was  againft  the  caflle  of  Afpremont,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Sardinian  camp.  He  attacked  it  fo  vigoroufly  ifhat 
the  garrifon  was  obliged  to  capitulate  in  four -and -forty 
hours.-  The  lofs  of  this  important  poft  compelled-  the 
King  to  retire  into  Piedmont,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
back  into  "Savov,  where  they  eftablifhed  their  winter-  , 
quarters.  In  the  mean  tirrfe,  the  Duke  de  Montemar, 
Who  dire£led  the  other  Spanifti  army,  though  the  Duke  of 
Modena  was  nominal  generaJiflimo,  refigned  his  command 
to  Count  Gages,  who  attchrpted  to  penetrate  into  Tufcany; 
but  was  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  Count  Traun,  the 
Auflriaii  general.  In  December  he  quartered  his  troops 
in  the  Bolognefeand  Romagnaj  while  the  Auftrians  and 
Piedmontefe  were  diftributcd  in  the  Modenefe  and  Par- 
mefin.  The  Pope  was  pafEve  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign:  the  Venetians  maintained  their  Neutrality  and 
theKing  of  the  twoSicilies  was  over-awed  by  the  Brittlh 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

G  3  §  XXXII. 
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§  XXXIL  The  new  miniftry  in  England  had  fent  out 
I  Admiral  Matthews  to  aflumctbe  Command  of  this  fquadron, 
which  had  been  for  fomc  time  cOndudled  by  Leflock,  an 
inferior  olBcer,  as  Haddock  had  been  obliged  to  refign  his 
commiiEpn,  'on  account  of  his  ill  flate  of  health.  Mat- 
thews was  likewife  invefted  with  thecharafler  of  minifter- 
plenipotentiary  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  ftates  of 
Italy.  Immediately  after  he,  had  taken  poffeflion  of  his 
command,  he  ordered  Captain  Norris  to  deftroy  five  Spa- 
nilh  gallies  which  had  put  into  the  bay  of  St.  Tropez; 
and  this  fervice  was  efFeflually  performed.  In  May  he 
detached  Commodore  Rowley,  with  eight  fail,  tocruife 
ofF  the  harbour  of  Toulon^  and  a  great  number  of  mer- 
chant-fliips  belonging  to  the  enemy  fell  into  hia  hands. 
In  Auguft  he  fent  Commodore  Martin  with  another  fqua- 
dron into  the  bay  Of  Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,  unlefs 
his  Sicilian  Majeily  would  immediately  recall  his  troops, 
which  had  joined  the  Spanifti  army,  and  promife  to  remain 
neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  Naples  was 
immediately  filled  with  confternation :  the  King  fubfcribed 
to  thefe  conditions}  and  the  Engiifh  fquadron  rejoined  the 
admiral  in  the  road  of  Hieres,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his 
winter  ftation.  Before  this  period  he  had  landed  fome 
men  at  St.  Remo,  in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  detlroy- 
cd  the  magazines  that  were  ere<fted  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spa- 
ni(h  army.  He  had  likewife  ordered  two  of  his  cruifers  to 
attack  a  SpaniQi  fhip  of  the  line  which  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Ajaccio,  in  the  ifland  of  Corfica :  but  the  Spa- 
nifli  captain  fet  his  men  on  fhore,  and  blew  up  his  fhip, 
rather  than  flie  {hould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  EnghOi. 

§  XXXIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral  Vernon 
and  General  Wentworth  made  another  effort  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  They  had  in  January  received  a  re- enforcement 
from  England,  and  planned  a  new  expedition,  in  concert 
with  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  who  accompanied  them  in 
the  voyage.  Their  defign  was  to  difembark  the  troops  at 
Porto-Bello,  and  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  to 
atU^k  the  rich  town  of  Panama  .  They  failed  from 
Jainatc«( 
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Jamaica  on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  arrived  at  Porto-Bello.  There  they  held  a  council  of  y 
war,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  as  the  troc^s  were 
£ckly,  the  rainy  feafon  begun,  and  feveral  transports  not 
yet  arrived,  the  intended  expeditiun  was  become  inipiaSi- 
cable.  In  perfuance  of  this  determination  the  armament 
immediately  returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a  ridiculous 
fpe^acle  of  folly  and  irrefolution*.  In  Auguft  a  (hip  of 
war  was  fcnt  from  thence,  with  about  three  hundred 
foldiers,  tothefmall  ifland  Rattan,  in  the  bay  of  Honduras, 
of  which  they  took  pofleinon.  In  September  Vernon  and 
Wentworth  received  orders  to  return  to  England  with  fuch 
troops  as  remained  alive:  thefe  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth 
part  of  the  number  which  had  been  fent  abroad  in  that  in- 
glorious fervice.  The  interior  officers  fell  ignobly  by 
ficknefs  anddefpair,  without  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing 
their  courage,  and  the  commanders  lived  to  feel  the  fconi 
andreproachoftheircountry.  In  the  month  of  June  the  new 
colony  of  Georgia  W^s  invaded  by  an  armament  from  St. 
Augudine,  commanded  by  Don  Marinel  de  Monteano, 
governor  of  that  fortrcfs.  It  confided  of  lix-and-thirty 
IhIpE,  from  which  four  thoufand  men  were  landed  at  St. 
Simon's;  and  began  their  march  for  Frederica.  General 
Oglethorpe,  with  a  handful  of  m?n,  took  fuch  wife  pre- 
cautions for  oppollng  their  progrefs,  and  harrafled  them  in 
their  march  with  fuch  activity  and  refolution,  that  after 
two  of  their  detachments  had  beeik  defeated,  they  retired  to 
their  Jhjps,   and  totally  abandoned  the  enterprife, 

§  XXXIV.    In  England    the    merchants  ftill    com- 
plained th^t  their  coinn^erce  was  not  properly  protected, 
and  (he  people  clamoured  againft  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
G  4  They 

■  In  May  two  EngliOi  frigates,  cannnanded  by  Ciptain  Smith  and  Capuia 
Stuait,  fell  in  vrith  throe  SpiniUi  fliLps  of  war,  nearthe  illind  of  St.  Chii- 
ftophet't.  They  forthwith  engaged,  and  the  iBion  eoniinoed  till  night,  by 
the  favour  of  which  the  enemy  letirfd  to  Potto-Rico  in  a  ihattered  condition. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Tilbury  Oiip  of  wju,  of  fixiy  guns,  nai  aeci- 
denully  fet  on  lire,  and  delttaycd,  offtiieilland  of  Hifpiniola;  oa  which  ocra- 
fion  one  hundred  anij  tweiity-feienmcnperinied!  th«  reft  were  favei  by  Capi. 
fiviit,  of  the  D.:fiaaee,  who  happMed  to  it  oa  the  fame  cruilc. 
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BOOK  Thcyfaid  their  burtheas  were  increafed  to  maintain  quarrels 
'  with  which  they  had  ncKronccrii';  to  dcfr^  the  enormousex- 
1741.  penfe  of  ina^ive  fleets  and  pacifick  armies.  Lqrd  C.  haS' 
by  this  time  tnlinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of 
his  fovcreign,  and  engroiTed  the  whole  dirciStion  of  pub- 
lick  afikirs.  The  war  with  Spain  was  now  become  a  fe- 
condnry  confideration,  and  neglcded  accordingly  ;  while 
the  chief  attention  of  the  new  miniftcr  was  turned 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  The  difpute  with  Spain 
concerned  Britain  only.  The  intercfts  of  Hanover  were 
Gonnefled  with  the  troubles  of  the  empire.  By  purfuing 
this  obje£t  be  fooihed  the  wiihes  of  his  maft'er,  and 
opened  a  more  ample  field  for  his  own  ambition.  He  had 
ftudied  the  policy  of  the  continent  with  peculiar  eagernefs. 
This  was  the  favourite  fubjed  of  his  reflexion,  upon  which 
he  thought  and  fpoke  with  a  degree  of  enthiHiafm.  The 
intolerable  taxes,  the  poverty,  the  ruined  comnrercc 
of  his  country,  the  iniquity  of  ftanding  armies',  votes  of 
credit,  and  foreign  connexions,  upon  which  he  had  (o 
often  expatiated,  were  now  forgotten,  or  overlooked. 
He  faw  nothing  but  glory,  conqueft,  and  acquired  do- 
minion. Hfe  fet  the  power  of  France  at'defiarfcc ;  and, 
as  if  Great-Britain  had  felt  no  diftrefs,  but  teemed  with 
treafure  which  fiie  could  not  otherwife  employ,  he  poured 
forth  her  millions  with  a  raHi  and  defpenite  hand,  in 
purchafing  beggarly  allies,  and  maintaining  mercenary  ar- 
mies. The  Earl  of  Stair  had  arrived  in  England  towards 
the  end  of  Aiiguft,  and  conferred  with  his  Majelly.  A 
privj-council  was  fummoned  ;  and  in  a  few  days  that 
nobleman  returned  to  Holland.  Lord  Carteret  was  fent 
with  a  commiAien  to  the  Hague  in  September ;  and  when 
he  returned,  the  baggage  of  the  King  and  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  which  had  been  fhippcd  for  Flanders,  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  on  fhore.  The  parliament  met 
on  the  fixteenth  day  of  November,  when  bis  Majefty  told 
them,  that  he  had  augmented  the  Britifti  forces  in  the 
l^w-Countries  with  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  and 
the  Hcifian  auxijiaries,  in  qrdei  to  form  fuch  a  force,  in 
.  conjunftioit 
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conjunflion  with   the  Auftriaa   troops,  as  might  be  of   chap. 
fervice  to  the  common  caufc  at  all  events.     He  extolled   .  _i 

the  magnariimity  and  fortitude  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  1741. 
as  well  as  the  rcfolute  condufl  of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
and  that  prince's  drift  adherence  to  his  engagements, 
though  attacked  in  his  own  dominions.  He  mentioned 
the  requi{icion  made  by  Sweden,  of  his  good  offices  for 
procuring  a  peace  between  that  nation  and  Ruflia;  the 
defenfive  alliances  which  he  had  concluded  with  the  Cza- 
rina, and  with  the  King  of  PrulSa,  as  events  which  could 
not  have  been  expefted,  if  Great-Britain  had  not  mani- 
fefted  a  feafonable  fpixit  and  vigour,  in  defenfc  and  aflift- 
ance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and  In  maintaining  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe.  He  faid,  the  honour  and  intereflof  his 
crown  and  kingdoms,  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  with  Spain, 
the  re-eflabli(hment  of  the  balance  and  tranquillity  of 
Europe  would  greatly  depend  on  the  prudence  and  vigour 
of  their  refohjtions.  The  Marquis  of  Tweedale  moved 
for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  which  was  oppofed  by  the  Earl 
of  Chefterficid,  for  the  reafons  fo  often  urged  on  the  fame 
occafion  ;  but  fupported  by  Lord  C.  on  his  new-adopted 
maxims,  with  thofe  fpecious  arguments  which  he  could 
at  all  times  produce,  delivered  with  amaaing  ferenity  and 
alTurance.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  addrefs 
prefented  to  his  Majefty.  About  this  period  a  treaty  of 
mutual  defcnfe  and  guarantee  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  King  of.  Pruflia  was  figned  at  Weilminfter.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  Mr.  Lyttehon  made_a  motion  for  re- 
viving the  place  hill ;  but  it  was  oppofed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  members  who  had  formerly  been  ftrcnuous  ad- 
vocates for  this  meafure,  and  rejected  upon  a  divifion. 
This  was  alfo  the  fate  of  a  motion  made  to  renew  the  en- 
quiry into  the  conduft  of  Robert  Earl  of  Orford.  As. 
many  ftrong  prefumptions  of  guilt  had  appeared  againff 
film  in  the  reports  of  the  fecret  committee,  the  na- 
tion had  reafon  to  expefl  that  this  propofal  would  have 
been  embraced  by  a  great  majority  :  but  feveral  members, 
Vfi^o  in  the  preceding  feffion  had  becB  loud  in  their  de- 
mands 
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BOOK     mands  of  juftice,  now  ibamcfuUy  contributed  their  ta- 

y_ ,  -,'-.j  lents  and  intereft  in  ftifiing  the  enquiry. 

J741.  §  XXXV.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  took  into  confi- 

deration  the  feveral  ellimates  of  the  expence  occaftoned 
by  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  Earl  Stanhope, 
atthe  clofe  of  an  elegant fpecch,  moved  forjan  addrefs,  to 
befeech  and  advife  his  Majsfty,  that,  in  companion  to  his 
people,  loaded  already  with  fuch  numerous  and  heavy 
taxes,  fuch  large  and.  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual 
expenfes  than  the  nation  ac  any  time  before  had  ever 
fuftained,  he  would  exonerate  his  fubjefls  of  the  charge 
and  burthen  of  thofe  mercenaries  who  were  taken  into  the 
fervice  laft  year,  without  the  advice  or  confent  of  paj-- 
liament.  The  motion  was  fupported  by  the  Eari  of 
Sandwich,  who  took  occafion  to  fpeak  with  great  con- 
tempt of  Hanover,  and  in  mentioning  the  royal  family, 
feemed  to  forget  that  decorum  which  the  fubjeil  required. 
He  had,  indeed,  rcafon  to  talk  with  afperity  on  the  con- 
traft  by  which  the  Hanoverians  b^I  been  taken  into  the 
pay  of  Great-Britain.  Levy-money  was  charged  to  the 
account,  though  they  were  engaged  for  one  year  only ; 
and  though  not  a  fingle  regiment  had-  been  raifed"  on  this 
occafion:  they  had  been  levied  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
electorate;  and  would  have  been  maintained  if  England 
had  never  engaged  jn  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford  enlarged  upon  the  fame  fubjeft.  He 
•faid  it  had  been  fufpefted,  nor  was  the  fufpicion  without 
foundation,  that  the-meafures  of  the  Englifli  miniftry  had 
long  been  regulated  by  the  intereft  of  bis  Majefty's  elec- 
toral territories :  that  ihefe  had  been  long  confidered  as  3 
gulf  into  which  the  treafures  of  Great-Britain  had  been 
thrown  ;  that  the  ftate  of  Hanover  had  been  changed 
without  any  vifible  caufc,  fince  the  accelHon  of  its 
princes  to  the  throne  of  England  :  aiSuence  had  begun  to 
wanton  in  their  towns,  and  gold  to  glitter  in  their  cot- 
tages, without  the  difcovery  of  mines,  or  the  increafe  of 
their  commerce ;  and  new  dominions  had  been  purchafcd, 
of.  which  the  value  was  never  paid  from  the  revenues  of 
Hanover. 
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Hanover.  The  motion  was  hunted  down  by  the  new  chap. 
minifter,  (he  patriot  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the  Earl  of  ,_  ' ,_, 
Bath,  which  lall  nobleman  declared,  that  he  confidered  1741. 
it  as  an  aA  of  cowardice  and  meannefs,  to  fall  paHivc- 
ly  down  the  ftream  of  popularity,  to  fuffer  his  rcafon  and 
integrity  to  be  overbor'n  by  the  noife  of  vulgar  clamours, 
which  bad  been  raifed  againftthe  meafures  of  government 
by  the  low  arts  of  exaggeration,  fallacious  reafonings, 
and  partial  reprefentations.  This  is  the  very  language 
which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  often  ufed  againft  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  his  confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  alTociates  of  the  new  fecrctary  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
Hanover,  and  infiiled  upon  the  neceffity  of  a  land-war 
againft  France,  with  all  the  vehemence  of  declamation. 
Their  fuggeftions  were  anfwered  ;  their  condufl  was  fc- 
verely  Aigmatized  by  the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  who  ob- 
-ierved,  that  the  aJTembiing  an  army  in  Flanders,  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  States* General,  or  any  other 
power  engaged  by  treaty,  or  bound  by  intereft,  to  fup- 
port  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  was  a  ralh  and  ridiculous 
meafure :  the  taking  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  into 
Briti(h  pay,  without  confulting  the  parliament,  Teemed 
highly  derogatory  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  great 
council  of  the  nation,  and  a  very  dangerous  precedent  to 
future  times :  that  thefe  troops  could  Jiot  be  employed 
againft  the  Emperor,  whom  they  had  already  recognized  : 
that  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britain  alone  were  altogether 
infuiBcient  to  raife  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  its  former 
ftrength,  dominion,  and  influence  :  that  the  affembling 
an  army  in  Flanders  would  engage  the  nation  as  princi- 
pals in  an  expenfive  and  ruinous  war,  with  a  power 
which  it  ought  not  to  provoke,  and  could  not  pretend 
to  wichftand  in  that  manner  :  that  while  Great-Britain 
exbaufted  herfelf  almoft  to  ruin,  in  purfuance  of  fchemes 
founded  on  engagements  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the 
ele£torate  of  Hanover,  though  under  the  fame  engage- 
ments, and  governed  by  the  fame  prince,  did  not  appear 
to  contribute  any  thing  as  an  ally  to  her  afii(Vance,  but 
X/3S  paid  by  Great-Britain  for  all  the  forces  it  had  fent  into 

the 
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the  field,  at  a  very  exorbitant  price:  that  nothing  could 
,  be  more  abfurd  and  iniquitous  than  to  hire  thefe  mcrcc- 
iiaries,  while  4  numerous  army  lay  ina^ive  at  home; 
and  the  nation  groaned  under  fuch  intolerable  burthens. 
"It  may  be  proper  (added  he)  to  repeat  what  may  be 
«  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  objefts,  that  this 
"  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  Ele£lor  of  Hanover 
*'  from  a  ftate  of  obfcurity  to  the  crown,  is  condemned 
«<  to  hire  the  troops  of  ttiat  deftorate  to  fight  thtJr  own 
"  caiiie ;  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  which  was  neter  demanded 
*' before;  and  to  pay  Jevy-money  for  them,  though  it 
"  is  known  to  all  Europe  that  they  were  not  raifed  for 
"  this  occafion."  All  the  partifans  of  the  old  iilini- 
ftry  joined  in  the  oppofition  to  Earl  Stanhope's  mo- 
tion, which  was  rejefled  by  the  majijrity.  Then  the 
Earl  of  Scarborough  moved  for  an  addref^,  to  approve  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent ;  and^ 
this  was  bkewife  carried  by  dint  of  number.  It  was  not, 
however,  a  very  eligible  vifiory :  what  they  gained  in 
parliament  they  loft  with  the  people.  The  new  mini- 
fters  became  more  odious  (ban  their  predeceflbrs ;  and 
people  began  to   think  that  pubiick  virtue  was  an  empty 

§  XXXVT.  But  the  moft  fcvere  oppofition  they  under- 
went was  in  their  endeavours  to  fupport  a  bill  which  they 
had  concerted,  and  which  had  pailcd  through  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  with  great  precipitation  :  it  repealed  certain 
duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  liccnfes  for  retail- 
ing thefe  liquors;  and  impofed  others  at  an  eafier 
late,  When  thofe  feverc  duties,  amounting  almoft  to  a 
prohibition,  were  Impofed,  the  populace  of  London  were 
funk  into  the  moft  brutal  degeneracy,  by  drinking  to 
excefs  the  pernicious  fpirit  called  Gin,  which  was  fold  fo 
cheap,  that  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people  could  afford  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  one  continued  ftate  of  intoxication, 
to  the  deftru^ion  of  all  morals,  induflry,  and  order. 
Such  a  .ftiameful  degree  of  profligacy  prevailed,  that  the 
retailers  of  this  poifonous  compound  let  up  painted  boards 
in  pubiick,   inviting  people  to  be  drunk  for  the  fmall  ex« 
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penie  of  one-  penny  ;  afturing  them  they  might  be  dead  CHAP. 
drunk  for  two-pence,  and  have  ftraw  for  nothing.  They  .  .  '  . 
accordingly  provided  cellars  and  places  flrewed  with  flraw,  174a. 
to  which  they  conveyed  thole  wretches  who  were  otci^ 
whelmed  with  intoxication.  In  thefe  difmal  caverns  they 
lay  until  they  recovered  fome  ufeof  their  faculties,  and 
then  they  had  recourfe  (o  the  fame  mifchievous  po- 
tion ;  thus  confuming  their  health,  and  ruining  their 
families  in  hideous  receptacles  of  the  moft  filthy  vice, 
refounding  with  riot,  execration,  and  blafphemy.  Such 
bealUy  prafiices  too  plainly  denoted  a  total  want  of  all 
police  and  civil  regulation,  and  would  have  refleded  dif- 
gtace  upon  the  moft  barbarous  community.  In  order  to 
reftriiin  this  evil,  which  was  become  intolerable,  the  legi- 
ilature  enacted,  that  law  which  we  have  already  mentioned. 
Cut  the  populace  foon  broke  through  all  rcftraint.  Though 
no  licence  was  obtained,  and  no  duty  paid,  the  liquor 
continued  to  be  fold  in  all  corners  of  the  ftrcets :  inform- 
ers were  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  people;  and 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  either  from  indolence  or  cor- 
ruption, ne^le£fed  to  put  ihe  law  in  execution.  The 
new  miniftcrs  forefaw  that  a  great  revenue  would 
accrue  to  the  crown  from  a  repeal  of  thisa£t;  and  this 
meafure  they  thought  tliey  might  the  more  decently  take, 
a^  the  law  had  proved  inefFeciual :  for  it  appeared  that 
the  confumption  of  ein  had  confiderably  increafed  every 
year  fince  thofe  heavy  duties  were  impofed.  They,  there- 
fore, pretended,  that  ifaoulO  the  price  of  the  liquor  be 
moderately  raifed,  and  llcenfej  granted  at  twenty  ibil- 
lings  each  to  tiie  retailer?,,  the  loweft  clafs  of  people 
would  be  debarred  the  ufe  of  it  to  excefs:  their  morals 
would  of  confequence  be  mended  ;  and  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  might  be  raifed  for  the  fupport  of  the  war, 
by  mortgaging  the  revenue  arifmg  from  the  duty  and  the 
licenfes.  Upon  thefe  maxims  the  new  bill  was  founded, 
and  padjed  through  the  Lower  Houfe  without  oppofition : 
but  among  the  Peers  it  produced  the  mOft  obftinate  dif- 
pute  which  had  happened  fioce  the  beginning  of  this  par- 
4  liamcnt. 
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iiament!  The  firft  aiTault  it  fuftained  was  from  Lord 
I  Hervey,  who  had  been  divefted  ofhispoft  of  privy-feal, 
which  was  bcftowcd  on  Lord  Gower ;  and  thefe  two  no- 
blemen exchanged  principles  from  that  Inftant.  The  firft 
was  hardened  into  a  (lurdy  patriot ;  the  other  fuppled  into 
an  obfcquious  courtier.  Lord  Hcrvey,  on  this  occafion, 
made  a  florid  harangue  upon  the  pernicious  effefls  of 
that  deftrudive  fpirit  they  were  about  to  let  loofe  upon 
their  fellow-creatures.  Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the 
famejopicks;  but  the  Earl  ofChefterfield  attacked  the 
bill  with  the  united  powers  of  reafon,  wit,  and  ridicule. 
Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the  Earl  of  Bath 
were  numbered  among  its  advocates  ;  and  Oirewd  argu- 
ments were  advanced  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion;  After 
very  long,  warm,  and  repeated  debates,  the  bill  pafl'ed 
without  amendments,  though  the  whole  bench  of  bifhops  i 
voted  againll  it ;  and  we  cannot  help  owning,  that  it  has 
not  been  attended  with  thofe  difinal  confequences  which 
the  lords  in  the  oppofition  foretold.  When  the  (jueflion 
was  put  for  committing  this  bill,  and  the  Earl  of  Chefier- 
iicid  faw  the  biOiops  join  in  his  divifion,  *'  I  am  in  doubt 
"  (faid  he)  whether  I  have  not  got  on  the  other  fide  of 
"  the  queftion ;  for  I  have  not  had  the  honour  to  divide 
*'  with  fo  many  lawn  fleevcs  for  feveral  years." 

§  XXXVII.  By  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  it 
appeared  that  the  then  minifter  had  commenced  prufecu- 
tions  againll  the  mayors  of  boroughs  who  oppofed  his 
influence  in  the  elections  of  members  of  parliament. 
Thefc  profecutions  were  founded  on  ambiguities  in  char- 
ters, or  trivial  informalities  in  the  choice  of  magiArates. 
An  appeal  on  fuch  a  procefs  was  brought  into  the  Houfe 
of  Ifords;  and  this  evil  falling  under  confideration,  a 
bill  was  prepared  for  fecuring  the  independency  of  cor- 
porations: but  as  it  tended  to  diminifli  the  influence  of 
the  miniftry,  they  argued  againft  it  with  their  ufual  eager- 
nefs  and  fuccefs  ;  and  it  was  rqefled  on  a  divifion.  The 
mutiny-bill  and  feveral  others  pajled  through  both  Houfes. 
The  Commons  granted  Aipplies  to  the  amount  of  fix 
millions. 
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millions,  ratfcd  by  the  I^nd  tax,  the  malt  tax,  duties  on     CHAP. 
rpirituous  liquors,  and  licences,  and  a  loan  frotn  the  fink-   .         '     , 
ing-fund.     In  two  years  the  natiooa!  debt  had  futfered  ao       1741. 
increafe  of  two  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
On  the  twenty-firH  day  of  April  the  (ellioii  was  clofcd  in   An.   1743. 
the  ufual  manner.   The  King,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  Houfes, 
told  them,  that,  at  the  requiiition  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, he  had  ordered  his  army,  in  conjundion  with  the 
Atillrians,  to  pafs  the  Rhine  for  her  fupport  anda£iftance: 
that  he  continued  one  fquadron  of  fhips  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  another  in  the  Weft-Indies.     He  thanked  the 
Commons  for  the  ample  fupplies  they  had    granted;    and 
declared   it  was  the  fixed  purpofe  of  his  heart  to  promote 
the  true  intereft  and  happinefs  of  his  kingdoms.     Imme- 
diately after  the  prorogation  of  parliament  he  embarked  for 
Germany,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lord 
Carteret,  and  other  perfons  of  diftin^ion. 

§  XXXVIII.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
feemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The  French 
were  driven  out  of  Bohemia  and  part  of  the  Upper-Pala- 
tinate;' and  their  forces  under  Marefchal  tiroglio  were 
pofted  on  the  Danube,  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at  the 
head  of  the  Auftrian  army,  entered  fiavaria;  and  in  April 
obtained  a  vi<!tory  over  a  body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau: 
at  the  fame  time,  three  bodies  of  Croatians  penetrating 
through  the  paffes  of  the  Tyroleze,  ravaged  the  open  coun- 
tfy  to  the  very  gates  of  Munich.  The  Emperor  prefled 
the  French  general  to  hazard  a  battle )  but  he  refufed  to 
run  this  rifque,  though  he  had  received  a  ft rong re-enforce- 
ment from  France.  His  Imperial  Majefty,  thinking  him- 
felfunfafe  in  Munich,  retired  toAuglburgh:  Maiefchal 
Seckendorf  retreated  with  the  Bavarian  troops  to  Ingold- 
ftadt,  wherehe  was  afterwards  joined  by  Marefchal  Broglio, 
whofe  troops  had  in  this  retreat  been  purfued  and  terribly 
harrafled  by  the  Aullrian  cavalry  and  huiTars,  Prince 
Charles  had  opened  a  free  communication  with  Munich, 
which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Q^ieen  of  Hungary.     Her  arms  likewife  reduced  Friedberg 

and    . 
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BOOK,    and  Landrperg ;  while  Prince  Chirles  continued  to  purfue 

^  '  ,  the  French  to  Donawert,  where  they  were  joined  by  twelve 
■743.  thoufand  men  from  the  Rhine.  Broglio  {till  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  retreated  before  the  enemy  to  Hailbron. 
The  Kmperor  being  thus  abandoned  by  his  allies,  and 
ftripped  of  all  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Franckfbrt,  where 
he  lived  in  indigence  and  obfcurity.  Re  now  made  ad- 
vances towards  an  accommodation  with  the  Queen  of 
Hungary.  His  general,  Seckendorf,  had  an  interview 
with  Count  Khevenhuller  at  the  convent  of  Lowerfcon- 
iield,  where  a  convention  was  figned.  This  treaty  im- 
ported. That  the  Emperor  fhould  remain  neutsr  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  war;  and>  That  his  troops 
ihoutd  be  quartered  in  Franconia:  That  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  Ihould  keep  poflblSon  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace: 
That  Braiinau  and  Scharding  ffaould  be  delivered  up  co 
the  Aufirians:  7'hat  the  Krench  garnCon  of  Ingoldftadt 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  withdraw,  and  be  replaced  by 
Bavarians;  but  that  tbe  Auflrian  generals  (bould  be  put 
in  pofTeflion  of  all  the  artillery,  magazines,  and  wafliko 
fiorcs  belonging  to  the  French,  which  fhould  be  found  in 
the  place.  The  governors  of  £gra  and  IngotdAadt  le- 
fufing  to  acquiefce  in  the  capitulation,  the  Auftrianshad 
recourfe  to  the  operations  of  war;  and  both  places  were 
reduced.  In  Ingoldfladt  they  found  all  the  Emperor's 
domeAick  treafure,  jewels,  plate,  pictures,  cabinets,  and 
curiofities,  with  the  archives  of  the  houfe  of  Bavana,-tbe 
mod  valuable  effects  belonging  to  the  nobility  of  that 
ele^lor^e,  a.  prodigious  train  of  artillery,  and  a  vaft  quan' 
tity  of  pjovifions,  arms,  and  ammunition. 

§  XXXIX.  The  French  King,  baffled  in  all  the  efforts 
he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  Emperor, 
ordered  his  minifler  at  Franckfort  to  deliver  a  declaration 
to  the  diet,  profeffing  himfelf  extremely  well  pleafed  to 
hear  they  intended  to  interpofe  their  mediation  for  termi- 
nating the  war.  He  (aid,  he  was  no  lefs  fatisfied  with  the 
treaty  of  neutrality  which  the  Emperor  had  concluded 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  an  event  of  which  he  was 
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ao  fooner  informed,  than  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to  return  ^  ha  p.  , 
to  the  frontiers  of  his  doaiinions,  that  the  Gcrtnanick  body  ,  '  _, 
might  he  convinced  of  his  equity  and  moderation.  To  1741- 
tiiis  declaration  the  Qtieen  of  Hungary  anfwered  in  a  re- 
script, that  the  delign  of  France  was  to  cmbarrafs  her  affairs, 
and  deprive  her  of  the  affiftance  of  her  allies :  that  the 
Eledor  of  Bavaria  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  neutral 
party  in  bis  own  caufe:  that  the  mediation  of  the  empire 
could  only  produce  a  peace  either  witb  or  without  the  con- 
currence of  France:  that  in  the  former  cafe  no  folid  peace 
could  be  expe^edi  in  the  latter,  itwaseafy  to  fbrefee,  that 
France  would  pay  no  regard  to  a  peace  in  which  fhe 
ibould  luve  DO  concern.  She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the 
French  King  was  folely  to  gain  time  to  r^air  his  loQes, 
that  he  might  afterwards  revive  the  troubles  of  the  empire. 
The  Ele&r  of  Mentz,  who  had  favoured  the  Emperor, 
was  now  dead,  and  his  fuccelTor  inclined  to  the  AuHrian 
intereft.  He  allowed  this  refeript  to  be  entered  in  the 
journal  of  the  diet,  together  with  the'protells  which  had 
been  made  when  the  vote  of  Bohemia  was  fuppredcd  in 
the  late  elei^ion.  The  Emperor  complained  in  a  circular 
letter  of  this  tranfa£lion,  as  a  Arolte  levelled  at  his  Imperial 
dignity;  and  it  gave  rife  to  a  warm  difpute  among  the 
members  of  the  Germanick  body.  Several  princes  refcmed 
the  haughty  condu£t,  and  began  to  be  alarmed  at  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  while  others  pitied  the  de- 
plorable Htuation  of  the  Emperor.  The  Kings  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Pruflia,  as  £le£lors  of-Hanovcr  and  Brandcn- 
burgh,  efpoufe'd  oppoUte  fides  in  this  conteft.  His  Pruffian 
Majefty  protefled  againfl  the  invefliture  of  the  duchy  of 
Saxe-Lawenhurgh,  claimed  by  the  King  of  Great- Britain: 
he  had  an  interview  with  General  Seckendorf  at  Anlpachj 
and  was  faid  to  have  privately  vifited  the  Emperor  at 
Franckfort. 

§  XL.  The  troops  which  the  King  of  Great-Britain 

had  alTembled  in  the  Netherlands  began  their  march  for 

the  Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  February;  and'in  May  they 

encamped  near  Hoech  on  the  river  Maync,  under  the  com-  ■ 
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lAand  of  the  Earl  of  Stair.  This  noblemaa  fent  Major- 
,  General  Bland  to  Franckfort,  with  a  compliment  to  the 
Emperor,  alTuring  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannick 
Majcfty,  that  the  refpefl  owing  to  his  dignity  fliould  not 
be  violated,  nor  the  place  of  his  refidence  difturbed.  Not- 
withftanding  this  alTurance,  the  Emperor  retired  to  Munich, 
though  be  was  afterwards  compelled  to  return,  by  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  Auftriaiis  in  Bavaria,  The  French  King,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  jun£lion  of  the  Britilh  forces  with 
Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  ordered  theMarcfchal  de 
Noaillcs  toaflcmble  fixty  thoufand  men  upon  the  Mayne; 
while  Coigny  was  fcminto  Alface  witb  a  numcroiia  vnac, 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppofe  Prince  Charles ,'.{liould 
he  attempt  to  pafsthe  Rhine.  The  MarefchaldeNoailles, 
having  fccured  the  towns  of  *Spire,  Worms,  end  Oppen- 
heim,  palTed  the  Rhine  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and 
polled  himfelf  on  the  eaft  fide  of  that  river,  above  Franck- 
tbrt.  The  Ear)  of  Stair  advanced  towards  him,  and  en- 
camped at  Killenbach,  between  the  river  Mayrie  and  the 
forefl:  of  D'  Armftadt :  from  this  (ituation  he  made  a  mo- 
tioii  to  AfchaSenburgh,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Upper  Mayne:  but  he  was  anticipated  by  the 
encHiy,  who  lay  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  had 
taken  poQelSon  of  the  pofts  above,  .fo  as  to  intercept  all 
fuppli^.  They  were  pofted  on  the  other  iide  of  the  river, 
eppofice  to  the  allies,  whofe  camp  they  overlooked;  and 
they  found  means,  by  their  parties  and  other  precautions, 
to  cut  off  the  communication  by  water  between  Franck- 
fort  and  the  confederates.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  had 
already  come  to  make  bis  firft  campaign,  and  his  Majefty 
arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth  day  of  June.  He  found 
bis  army,  amountingtoabout  forty  thoufand  men,  indanger 
of  ftarving:  he  received  intelligence,  thit  a  re-enforcement 
of  twelve  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  HelGans  bad  reached 
Hanau  ;  and  he  refolved  to  march  thither,  both  With  a  view 
to  effi;£t  the  junftion,  and  to  procure  proviiion  for  hi» 
forces.  With  this  view  he  decamped  on  the  twenty-fixth 
day  of  June.    "He-had  no  fooner  quitted  Afchafienburgh 

than 
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ih.Aa  it  was  feifed  by  the  French  general:  he  had  not  CHap. 
marched  above  three  leagues,  when  he  perceived  the  enemy,  .  _  ' 
to  the  number  oF  thirty  tboufaiid,  had  palTcd  the  rEWr  1:4]. 
faitbei  down,  at  Selingenftadt,  and  were  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle  at  the  village  of  Dettingen,  to  difpute  hit  patTage. 
Thus  he  found  himfelf  cooped  up  in  a  very  dangerous 
fituation.  The  enemy  had  poflelTed  themfelves  of  Afchaf- 
fenburgh  behind,  fo  as  to  prevent  his  retreat:  his  troopi 
were  confined  in  a  narrow  plain,  bounded  by  hills  and 
woods  on  the  right,  flanked  on  the  Icit  by  the  river  Mayne, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  the  French  had  ere^ed  bat- 
teries that  annoyed  the  allies  on  their  march :  in  the  front 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  French  army  was  drawn  up, 
wltb  a  narrow  pafs  before  them,  the  village  of  Dettingeti 
oin  their  right,  a  wood  on  their  left,  and  a  morafs'  in  the 
centre.  Thus  environed,  the  confederates  muH  eitfasr 
have  fought  at  a  very  great  difadvantage,  or  forrfindered 
themfelvesprifonersof  war,  had  not  the  Duke  de  Gramont, 
who  commanded  the  enemy,  been  inftigatcd  by  the  fpirit  of 
madeefs  to  forego' thefe  advantages.  He  pafied  the  defile, 
and  advancing  towards  the  allies,  a  battle  erifued.  The 
French  horfe  charged  with  great  impeCuDfity,  and  fame 
regiments  of  Britiih.  cavalry  were  put  in  diforder:  but  the 
infantry  of  the  allies  behaved  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  de>- 
liberation,  under  the  eye  of  their  fovereign,  as  foon  deter- 
mined the  fate  of  the  day :  the  French  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  rejtafs  the  Mayne  with  great  precipitation^  hav-  * 
in'g  loft  about  five  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken. 
Had  they  been  properly  purfued  before  ihey  recdleflcd 
themfelves  from  [heir  iirft  confufion,  in  ail  probability  they 
would  have  fuftaincd  a  total  overthrow,'  The  Earl  of 
Stair  propofed  that  a  body  of  cavalry  Ihould  be  detached 
on  this  fervice;  but  his  advice  was  over-ruled.  The  lofs 
of  the  allies  in  this  action  amounted  to  two  thoufand  men. 
The  Generals  Clayton  and  MonKoy  were  killed:  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  who  •exhibited  uncommon  proofs  of  cou- 
rage, was  fiiot  through  the  calf  of  the  leg :  the  Karl  of 
Albemarle,   General  Hufke,  and  feveral  other  officers- rf 
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BO o K     dif{in£lion,  were  Grounded.  The  King  expofed  his  perfoB 

,^^  '  ■  to  a  fevere  fire  of  cantion  as  well  as  mufquctry :  be  rode 
»7+]>  between  the  £rft  and  fccond  lines  with  his  fword  drawny 
and  encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  the  honour  of 
England.  Immediately  after  the  aftion  he  contrnued  his 
march  to  Hanau,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  re-enforce- 
ment. The  Earl  of  Stair  fent  a  trumpet  to  Marefchal  de 
Noailles,  recommending  to  hts  prote£lion  the  ficlc  and 
Wounded  that  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  thefe 
the  French  general  treated  with  great  care  and  tendernefs. 
Such  generofity  Ibftens  the  rigours  of  war,  and  docs  honour 
to  humanity. 

§  XLI.  The  two  armies  continued  on  different  fides  of 
the  river  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when  the  French 
general  receiving  intelligence  that  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
nine  had  approached  the  Neckar,  he  fuddenly  retired,  and 
repafled  the  Rhine  between  Worms  and  Oppcnheim. 
The  King  of  Great-Britain  was  vifited  by  Prince  Charles 
and  Count  Khcvenhuller  at  Hanau,  where  the  future  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign  were  regulated.  On  the  twcnty- 
Teventh  day  of  Auguft,  the  allied  army  ptSsd  the  Rhine  at 
Mentz,  and  the  King  fixed  his  head-quarters  in  the  epifco- 
pal  palact  at  Worms.  Here  the  forces  lay  encamped  till 
the  latter  end  of  September,  when  they  advanced  to  Spire," 
where  they,  were  joined  by  twenty  thoufand  Dutch  auxil- 
iaries from  the  Netherlands.  Marcfchal  Noailles  having 
retreated  into  Upper  Alface,  the  allies  took  poflcflion.of 
Germerfheim,  and  demolifhed  the  entrenchments  which 
the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the  Queich :  then  they  returned 
to  Mcntz,  and  in  Oilober  were  diftributed  into  winter- 
quarters,  after  an  inaiEtive  campaign  that  redounded  very 
little  to  the  honour  of  thofe  by  whom  the  motions  of  the 
army  were  conduced.  In  September  a  treaty  had  been 
concluded  at  Worms  between  his  Britannick  Majefty, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  Qjieen  of  Hungary.  She 
engaged  to  maintain  thirty  thoufand  men  in  Italy:  the 
King  of  Sardinia  obliged  hioifelf  to  employ  forty  thoufand 
infantry  and  five  thoufand  horfe,  in  confideration  of  big 
commanding 
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'Commanding  the  combined  anny,  and  receiving  an  annual    CH  a  p. 

Aibfidy  of  two  bundled  tbouiknd   pounds  from    Great-.    —,-,.* 

firitain^     As  a  further  gratification,  the  Queen  yielded  to       174J. 

him  the  city  of  Flacentia,  with  feveral  diftriils  in  the 

duchypf  Pavia,  and  in  the  Norarefe;  and  all  her  right 

and   pretenltoRs  to  Final,  at  prefent    pofle0ed   by  the  ' 

republick  of  Genoa,  which,  they  hoped,  would  give  it 

up,  <»i  being  repaid  the  purchafe* money,  amounting  to 

three  hundred  tbouland  pounds.     This  fum  tbr  King  of 

£ngland  promi&d  lodifburfe;  and  moreover  to  maintain 

a  flrong  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  commander 

of  which  fhould  aQ  in  conceit  with  his  Sardinian  Majefly. 

Finally,  the  contrading  powers  agreed,  That  Final  ihould 

he  c<M\&itulct]  aJree-port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.     Nothing 

could  be  mote  uojuft.  than  this  treaty,   by  which   the 

-Gehoefc  were  nc^ociated.  out  of  their  proper^.     They 

iiad  purchased  Ae  marquifale  of  Final  of  the  late  Emperor 

ifor  a  valuable  «onfideratioa,  and  the  purchafe  .had^  been 

guaranteed.by  Great- Britain..    It  cpiiid  not, -therefore,  be 

expeded   that  they  would  part  with  this  acquifition  to  a 

prince  whofe  power  they  thought  ^ready  too  formidable; 

efpecially,  on  condition  of  its  being  made  a  free-port,  to 

the  prejudice  of  their  own  commerce.    They  jjrefcnted 

qnnonftraaces  againft-lhis  article,  by  their  miniftcrsat  the 

courts, of  London,  Vienna,  and  Turin;  and  as  very  little 

regard  was  paid  to  their  reprefentations,  they  threw  them- 

felves  into  the  arma  of  France  and  Spain  for  prote£lion.     ., 

§  XLU.  Afterthc  battle  of  Dettjifgenj  Colonel  Mentzel, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  irregulars, belonging  to  the 
Queen  of  Hung^^y  made  an  irruption  into  Lorraine, 
part  of  which  they  ravaged  without  aiercy.  In  September  . 
Prince  Charles,  with  the  Auftrian  army,  entered  the  Brlf-. 
gaw,  and  attempted  -to  pafs  the  Rhine;  but  Marcfchal' 
Coigny  had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  guarding  it  on  the 
other  fide,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  defign,  and 
marching  back  into  the  Upper  Palatinate,  quartered  bis  * 

troops  in  that  country,  and  in  Bavaria,     By  this  time  the 
Eati-Qf  Stair  had  follicited  and  obtained  leave  to  refign  his 
H  3  comm^it' 
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command,  Kc  had  for'Ibmc  time'tfibiigHf.himffilf  he- 
_(  glefled  i  and  was  unwiHlng  that  hre  reputation  IhouUI  fuffer  ' 
on  account  of  oieafureE  in  which  he  had  no  concern,  -fn 
Oflobcr  the  King  of  Great-Britain  returned  to  Hanover, 
and  the  army  feparateJ.  The  troops  in  Britifh  "pay- 
marched  back  to  the  Netherlintfs',  and^the^/eft  took  'ft* 
route  to'  their  refpefliv'c  dauntrresr  -The  Statcs-General 
fti)!  waveted  between  fhcir  own  immediiitfc  1  rite f eft  and 
theirdefirfe  to  fupport  the  hoirft,  of  A-uftriaj  At  length, 
however,  they  fuppiied''her  With  a  fiibfidy,  and  ordered 
twenty  thouTancJ  tnento inarch  to  her  aflinunce,  notwith- 
ftan'ding  the  intrigues  '  of  the  '  Ma^iiiS  He'-Fineloli,  the 
French  ambafTador  at  th^  Hagiie^^'aiKr  tlie'deelaratioH-of 
the  King  of  PruJEa,  who'difapproved  ef  this  iheafere,  and 
refufed  them  a  palTagcthroijgh  his  territories, "tb'tbe  RhiiJel 
§  XL-rtl.  Sweden  wasfilled  withdiftontenfs,  and  divid- 
ed into  fa^ions.  The  Oentrafs'fiodcnbrcfcit  and  Lcwent 
haupt  werebehead6d,'lidVihg  bteh  rai:Hftc?d'^s''ftapt-^o8tS 
for 'theniiniftry.  Some  unfuccefsRil-'efFofts  by  Kd'Hm 
land  were  made  agai'nft  tlicRulfiitns;-  At'  laft  the' peace 
of  Abo  was  concluded'; 'and  the  J3uke  of  Hollfctn-Utlfli 
uncle  lothefucceflbr  of'thti  Ruffian  throne; '*a^  chiifeTl  ii 
next  heir  to  the  crownof  Sweden.  ''A  "^iffiy  hadleerf 
formed  in  favourof  the  Wficie  of  Dcrimarlcicanifthe-iinrc? 
of'thepeafants  aauatlyeici^d  him  as  fuctcfibr;  '  Thcde- 
bales  in  the  college  of  nobles  rofe  tt>  a  very  dangerous  degree 
of  "animofity,  and  were  appeafed  by  an  harangue  in  Svn' 
difli  verfe,  which  one  of  the  fenators  pronounced.  The 
peafanis  yielded  the  point,  Snd  thefucceffion  Was  fetllcd-tni 
the  Duke  of  Holftein.  Denmark,  tnftigated  by  French 
cotincils,  began  to  make  preparations  of  war  againft  Swe- 
den: but,  a  body  of  Ruffian  auxiliaries  arriving  in  that 
kingdom,  under  the  command  of  General  Keith,  and  the 
Czarina  declaring  fhe  would  aflift  the  Swedes  with  her 
■whole  force,  the  King  of  Denmark  thought  proper  to 
difarm.  It  had  been  an'  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to 
embroil  the  courts  of  the.  North,  that  they  might  be  too 
much  employed  at  home  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of 
4'      ■  G  ermany. 
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(^ermany,  while  France  was  at  war  with  the  houfeof-  chap. 
Auftria.  The  good  underAanding  between  the  Czarina  _  ,'  ^ 
.  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  at  this  period  deftroyed,  .i7tj.' 
W  confequence  of  a  confpiracy  which  had  been  formed  by 
fome  perfons  of  diftimaion  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  for 
removing  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth,  anJ  recalling  the 
Princefs  Anne  to  the  adminiftration.  This  defign  being 
difcovec'ed,  the  principal  confpirators  were  corporiilly  pa- 
nifhed,  and  fent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The  Marquis  de 
Botta,  the  Auftrian  minifler,  who  had  rerided  at  the  court 
of  the  Czarina,  was  fufpected  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  plot;  though  the  grounds  of  this  fufpicion  did  not 
appear  until  after  he  .was  recalled  and  fent  as  ambaflaJor  to 
the  court  of  Berlin.  The  Emprefs  demanded  fatisfadlion 
of  tfie  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  appointed  commlffioners 
fo  enquire  into  his  conduifl,  and  he  was  actjuiiicd :  but 
the  Czarina  was  not  at  all  fntisJied  of  his  innocence.  In 
February  a  defenfivc  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded'  be- 
tween this  princefs  and  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 

§  XLIV.  By  this  time  Franc*  was  deprived  of  her 
ableft  miniller,  in  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  de  Fleury^ 
who  had  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of  that  king- 
dom. He  is  faid  to  have  poiTeiTed  a  lively  genius,  and  ari 
iafmuating  addrefs;  to  have  been  regular  in  his  dt-port- 
meut,  and  moderate  in  his  difpofitioni  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  has  been  branded  as  deceitful,  difTembling, 
and  vindidive.  His  fcheme  of  poliiicks  was  aiiogeihtr 
pacilick  :  he  endeavoured  to  accoiiipiilh  his  purpofes  by 
raifing  and  fomenting  intrigues  at  foreign  courts:  he  did 
.  not  feem  to  pay  much  regard  to  the  military  glory  of 
France;  and  he  too  much  neglected  the  naval  power  of 
that  kingdom.  Since  Hroglio  was  driven  out  of  Germany, 
(he  French  court  alfeiled  uncommon  moderation.  They 
pretended  that  their  troops  had  only  adted  as  auxiliaries  ' 
while  they  remained  in  the  empire:  being,  however,  apprc- 
heiifive  of  an  irruption  into  their  own  dominions,  they 
declared,  that  thofe  troops  were  no  longer  to  be  confidered 
'V?L  that  light,  but  as  fubjetS^is  atting  in  the  fervice  of  France. 
H  '4  The 
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The  campaign  in  Italy  proved  unfavourable  to  the  Spa- 
niards. In  the  beginning  of  February  Count  Gages,  who 
commanded  the  Spanifh  army  in  the  Bolognefe,  amount- 
ing Co  four-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  palTed  the 
Panaro,  and  advanced  to  Campo-Santo,  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontefe  forces,  com- 
manded by  the  Counts  Traun  and  Afpremont.  The 
llrength  of  the  two  armies  was  nearly  equal.  The  a£tion 
was  obllinate  and  bloody,  though  indecifive.  The  Spa- 
niards loll  about  four  thoufand  men,  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken.  The  damage  fuftained  by  the  confederates  was 
not  quite  fo  great.  Some  cannon  and  colours  vrere  taken 
on  both  fidesj  and  each  claimed  the  viflory.  Count  Gages 
lepaflbd  the  Panaro;  retreated  fuddenly  from  Bolognai 
and  marched  to  Rimini  In  the  ecclefiaftical  ftatc,  where 
he  fortiAed  his  camp  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  after  ~ 
having  fulFered  fevcrely  by  defertion.  Count  Traun  re- 
mained inaflive  in  the  Modencfe  till  September,  when  he 
refigned  his  command  to  Prince  Lobkowitz.  This  gene- 
ral entered  the  Bolognefe  in  0£lober,  and  then  advanced 
towards  Count  Gages,  who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced 
to  feven  ihoufard,  retreated  to  Fanoj  but  afterwards  took 
poiTeflion  of  Fc faro,  and  fortified  all  the  paffes  of  the  river 
Foglia.  The  feafoii  was  f^r  advanced  before  the  Spanifh 
troops,  commanded  by  Don  Philip,  in  Savoy,  entered  upon 
ailion.  In  all  probability,  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and 
Wsilriil  carried  on  feme  private  negoclation  with  the  Kirg^  ' 
of  Sardinia.  This  expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped 
from  Chamberri  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  defiling 
through  Dauphine  towards  Brian^on,  was  joined  by  the 
Prince  of  Conti,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  French 
auxiliaries.  Thus  re-enforced,  he  attacked  the  Piedmon- 
tefe lines  at  Chateau-Dauphine ;  but  was  repulfed  in  feveral 
attempts,  and  obliged  to  retreat  with  confiderable  lofs. 
The  French  eftabliflied  their  winter- quarters  in  Dauphin^ 
and  Provencej  and  the  Spaniards  maintained  their  footing 
in  Savoy. 
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^  XLV.  The  Britifli  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral     CHAP. 

Matthews  over-awed  all  the  flates  that  bordered  on  the  '  _f 

Mediterranean.  This  officer,  about  the  end  of  June*  ■743* 
underdanding  that  fourteen  xebecks,  laden  with  artillery 
and  ammunition  for  the  Spaniih  army,  had  arrived  at 
Genoa,  failed  thither  from  the  road  of  Hieres,  and  de- 
manded of  Che  lepublick  that  they  would  either  oblige 
thcfe  velTels  with  the  iloree  to  quit  their  harbour,  or  fe- 
queftcr  their  lading  until  a  general  peace  ibould  be  efta- 
bliffacd.  After  fome  difpute,  it  waa  ^reed  that  the  cannon  - 
and  ftores  fhould  be  depolited  in  the  cafUe  of  Bonifacio, 
fituated  on  a  rock  at  the  fouth  end  of  Corlica;  and  that 
the  xebecks  fhould  have  leave  to  retire  without  moleflation. 
The  Corficans  had  fome  years  before  revolted,  and  fbaken 
ofF  the  dominion  of  the  Genoefe,  under  which  their  ifland 
had  remained  for  many  centuries.  They  found  themfelvea 
opprefled,  and  refolvcd  to  al&rt  their  freedom-  They  con- 
ferred the  fovereign  authority  on  a  German  adventurer, 
who  was  folemnly  proclaimed,  by  the  name  of  King 
Theodore.  He  had  fupplied  them  with  fome  arms  and 
ammunition,  which  be  had  brought  fran  Tunis;  and 
amufed  them  with  promiTes  of.  being  alHfted  by  foreiga 
powers  in  retrieving  their  independency:  but  as  thefe  pro- 
mifes  were  not  performed,  they  treated  him  fo  roughly, 
that  he  had  thought  propn:  to  quit  the  ifland,  and  they  - 
fubmitted  ^;ain  to  their  old  m afters.  The  troubles  (^ 
Corfica  were  now  revived.  Theodore  revifitcd  his  king- 
dom, and  was  recognized  by  the  principal  chjefs  of  the 
iftand,  He  publilhed  a  manifefto:  he  granted  a  general 
pardon  to  all  his  fubjefts  who  Ihould  return  to  their  obe- 
dience: he  pretended  to  be  countenanced  and  fuppcrted 
by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
He  was  certainly  thought  a  proper  inftrument  to  perplex 
and  harrafa  the  Genoefe,  and  fupplied  at  this  jundlure  with 
a  fuin  of  money  to  purchafe  arms  for  the  Corficans :  but 
a  change  fooh  happened  in  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  then 
he  was  fufiered  to  relapfe  into  his  original  obfcurity.  Ad- 
miral Matthews,  though  he  did  not  undertake  any  expe- 
dition 
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dition  of  importance  againft  the  maritime  towns  of  Spain, 
continued  toaflerC  the  Britifh  empire  'at  fea  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  Spanilh  army 
under  Don  Philip  was  no  foonei;  in  motion,  than  the 
Englilh  admiral  ordered  fome  troops  and  cannon  to  be 
difcmbarked  for  the  fecutity  of  Villa-Franca.  Some  ftores 
having  been  landed  at  Civita-Vccchia,  for  the  ufeof  thq 
Spanish  forces  under  Count  Gages,  Matthews  interpreted 
this  tranfaSion  into  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  which  the 
Pope  had  pro^efled ;  and  fent  thither  a  fquadron  to  bom- 
hard  the  place.  The  city  of  Rome  was  filled  with  con- 
fternation-i  and  the"  Pope  had  recourfe  to  -the  good 
offices  of  hiafiafdiniao  Majefty,  ip  confequence  of  which 
the  Englifli  fquidroa  was  ordered  to  withdraw.  The 
captains  of  fingle  cruifing  (hips,  by  their  aflivity  aod  vigi- 
lance, wholly  interrupted  the  commerce  of  iipain;  canno- 
naded and  burned  fom6  towns  on  the  fea-fidej  and  kept 
tbe  whole  coaft. in. continijal^rm*. 

§  XLVI.  In  the  Weft-Indies  fome  unfuccefsful  efforts 
wene  made-by  in  Englilli  fqifadton,  commanded  by  Com- 
iftodore'Kn«wlea,.  He  attatkted'  La:Gueita  oo  the  coaft  of 
Carraccas^  ifa.  the  month.of  February ;  but  met  with  fuch 
a  warm  recepciod,  that  he  wss.dbliged  to  defifl:,  and  make 
the  bell  of  his  way  for  the-  Dutch  ifiand  Cura^oa,  where 
he  repaired  the  damage  he  had  iiiftained.  His  fiiips.bdng 
fefiited,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto-CavaUoin 
April, 

.  •  In  May  a  drtjdful  pligue  broke  out  it  Udlina  in  Sitilj-.  It  was  import, 
edincoiton  and  oih»r  coinmodi!;(i  brought  from,  the  Moisa;  and  fwept  off 
fiich  a  multitude  of  ptopk,  that  the  ckj  u-as  almoa  depopulated :  atl  the  gallty- 
ftaves,  who  were  eiBployed  in  hurjing  the  dead,  periled  by  the  contagion;  and 
thii  wat  the  fate  of  many  prit{h  and  monks  who  idtniniRertd  to  thofe  who 
were  infefted.  The  dead  bodies  la/  in  heaps  ia  the  flreeta,  corrupting  the  air, 
and  adding  frelh  fuel  to  tl)e  rage  of  the  pclfilencc.  Numbers  died  miferably, 
for  want  of  proper  attendanci!  and  neceiTatigs ;  and  all  was  horrour  and  defo- 
btion.  ■  At  the  beginning  of  winter  it  ceafed,  after  hating  deffroved  near 
fifty  thoofand  inhabitants  of  Meiiina,  and  of  the  garrifoni  in  the  citadel  iiid 
eaftle.  It  was  pievmtedfromfprejding  in  Sicily  by  a  ilrong  batricado  drawn 
from  Melaiw  to  Taotmlna  :  butic  was  conveyed  to  Rcggio  in  Calabria,  by- 
the  avarice  of  a  broker  of  that  place,  who  bought  fome  goods  at  Medina. 
The  King  of  Naples  immediawly  ordered  lines  to  be  formed,  together  with  « 
chain  of  troops,  whicl^  cut  off  all  communication  between  that  place  and  the 
reftofthecowinent. 
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Apr'il,  which  like  the  former  mircsrried.  Twelve  hundred 
marines  being  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place, 
were  feifcd  with  fucb  ^  paolcic,  ,thAC  it  vm  found  neccflary  tq 
re-eijibark  them  withouj  del_ay.  Then  the  commodore  aban-, 
doned  the  entcrpnfe,  and  failed  back  to  his  Nation  at  the^ 
Leeward'Iflands,  without  having  added  much  to  his  re-J 
putatton,  either  as  to  conduft  or  refolution.  On  the  con- 
tinent of  America  the  operations  of  the  war  were  very  in- 
fonfiderablc.  General  Og^etTiorpe  kaving  received  inteHi- 
gence,  that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for  anotherifivafion 
frorti  St,  Auguftine,  al&niblcd  a  body  of  Indians,  as  T  re- 
enforcement  to  part  of  his  own  regiment,  with  the  High- 
landers and  rangers,  and  in  the  fpring  began  his  march, 
,  in  order  to  anticip^e  the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  fome 
I'ime  in  the  neighbourhobd  of  St.  Auguftincr  bj  way  of 
defiance:  but  they  did  riot  think  proper  to  hazard  an  en- 
gagement;' and  as  he  was  "in  rib  condition  to  undertake  a 
nege,  he  returned  to  Georgia.  In  O^ober  thePrinccfs 
Looifa,  youngeft  ijaughfcr  of  his  Britannick-Majefty,  was 
married  by  proxy, "at  Hanover,  to  the  Prince-Royal  of 
Denmark,  who  nlet  her  at  Altena,  and  condv^tcd  jier  to 
Copenfiageif.  ',.'■'"' 


C  HA  P. 

L.i  _...,CjooqIc 


ie8  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND,' 


CHAP.  vni. 

1 1.  Debate  in  parliament  againfi  the  Hanovirian  trespt.  §  II. 
Supplies  granted.  ^\\l.  Projected  invaficn  ef  Great-Britain. 
§  IV.  A  French  fquadrenfaih  up  the  Englijh  channel.  %  V\ 
The  kingdom  is  put  in  a  pojlure  efdefenfe.  §  VI.  The  ief^» 
ajtbe  French  defeated.  War  bituiten  France  and  England. 
§  Vlf.  BiUagainJl  thofi  wheJhsuldcarre/pBndwith  the  fins  of 
the  Pretender.  ^VIH.  Naval  engagement  off"  Toulan.  §  IX. 
jtdvances  tovjards peace  made  by  the  Emperor.  §  X.  Treaty  of 
Franckfort.  %  XI.  Progrefi  if  the  French  King  in  the 
Netherlands.  §  XII.  Prince  Charles  ef  Lurraine  faffet  the 
Rhine.  §  XIII.  The  King  of  Pruffia  makes  an  irruptiex 
into  Bahttnia.  ^  XIV.  Campaign  in  Bavaria  and  Flanders. 
§  XV.  The  King  of  Naples  joins  Count  Gages  in  Italy. 
§  XVI.  Battle,  of  Coni.  §  XVII.  Return  of  Cammodore 
Jnfon.  Sir  John  Bakhenperijhes  at  fea.  §  XVIII.  ^e- 
vohttion'  in  the  Britijb  tniniflry.  SiJJion  ef  parliament. 
§  XIX.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  Accomma^ 
dation  between  the  ^een  of  Hungary  and  the  young  Ele£tor 
ef  Bavaria.  §  XX.  The  King  of  Prujpa  gains  two  fiie~ 
teffive  battles  at  Friedberg  and  Sshr,  over  the  Au/irian  and 
Saxon  farces.  §  XXI.  Treaty  of  Drrfdtn.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufcany  eleSled  Emperor  of  Germany.  §  XXil. 
The  allies  are  defeated  at  Fonleney.  §  XXIII.  The  King 
of  Sardinia  is  almofl  firipped  of  his  dominions,  %  XXIV. 
The  EngliJIi  forces  take  Cape-Breton.  §  XXV.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  conqurft.  §  XXVI.  Projeil  of  an  infurre£lion 
in  Great  Britain.  §  XXVII,  The  eideft  fon  of  the  Che- 
valier  de  St.  George  lands  in  Scotland.  §  XXVIII.  Takes 
Pffiffion  cf  Edinburgh.  %  XXIX.  Defeats  Sir  John  Cope 
at  Prepn-pav.s.  §  XXX.  Efforts  of  the  friends  of  govern-  , 
ment  in  Scotland.  §  XXXI.  Precautions  taken  in  England. 
§  XXXII.  The  Prince  Pretender  reduces  Carlijle,  and  pe- 
n.'trates  as  far  as  Derby.  Confernati^n  of  the  Londoners. 
%  XXXIII.-  ne  rebels  retreat  into  Scotland.  §  XXXIV. 
They  iaveft  the  tnjUe  of  Sterling.  §,XXXV.  The  Kin/t 
5  troops 
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irtops  under  HatuUy  are  worjied  at  Falkiri.  %  XXXVk 
7b*  Duie  efCimbtrland  ajfumts  tht  command  afthe  fvrtts 
in  Satland.  §  XXXVII.  Tbt  rebels  undertake  tbefitge  of 
Fort-miliam.  ,  "       ■ 

-I' I,  rri  H  E  dirconteata  of  England  were  artfully  in-  -chap. 
X  fiamed  by  antiminifterial  writers,  who  not  only  ,  _"'  .  • 
exaggerated  the  burthens  of  the  people,  and  drew  frightful  174]. 
piduFesofthediftrefsandmifery  which,  they faid,  impended  ,• 
over  the  tution,  but  alfo  employed  the  aits  of  calumny 
and  mifreprcfentation,  to  excite  a  /jealoufy  and  national 
quarrel  between  the  Englifli  and  Hanoverians.  They  af- 
firmed, that  in  the  lall  campaign  the  Britifli  general  had 
been  negleded  and  defpifcd }  while  the  councils  of  foreign 
officers,  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  capacity,  quality,  and 
reputation,  had  been  followed,  to  the,  prejudice  of  the  com- 
mon caufe:- that  the  DritiOi  troops  fuftained  daily  in- 
fults  from  their  own  mercenaries,  who  were  indulged 
wth  particular  marks  of  royal  favour:  that  the  fo-' 
vereign  himfclf  appeared  at  Dettiogen  in  a  Hanoverian 
fcarf;  and  that  his  de£toral  troops  wereof  very  little  fervice 
in  that  engagement.  Though  the  moft  material  of  thefe 
al^ions  were  certainly  falfe,  they  made  a  ftrong  impref- 
fion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  already  irritated  by  the 
enormous  expenfe  of  a  continental  war  maintained  for  the 
intereft  of  Germany.  When  the  parliament  met  in  the 
beginning  of  December,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houle 
jof  Peers,  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  for  an  addrefs,  befeech- 
ing  his  Majefty  to  difcontinue  the  Hanoverian  trocps  in 
firitifh  pay,  in  order  to  remove  the  popular  difcontent,  and 
ftop  the  murmurs  of  the  Englifh  troops  abroad.  He  was 
fupported  by  the  Dulce  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
field,  and  all  the  leaders  in  the  oppofition,  who  did  not 
fail  to  enumerate,  and  inlift  upon  all  the  circumflances  wc 
have  mentioned.  They  moreover  obferved,  that  better 
troops  might  be  hired  at  a  fmallcr  expenfe;  that  it  would 
be  a  vain  and  endlefs  taflc  to  exhauft  the  national  treafure, 
in  enriching  a  hungry  and  barren  cleftorate:  that  the  po- 
pular diflaiisfaiSion  againft  thefe  mercenaries  was  fo  general, 
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BOOK    ini  raifed  to  fiich  violence,  as  nothing  but  their  difmiSioii 
•t_         y  could  appcafe:  that  if  fuch  hirelings  fhould  be  thus  con- 
17^3.     '  flnued  from  year  to  year,  they  might  at  laft  become  a  hur- 
»       '    then  entailed  upon  the  nation,  and  be  made  fiibfervient, 
under  fome  ambitious  prince,  to  pUrpofes  deftru^ive  of 
*   Britilh  liberty.     Thcfc  were  the  fuggeflions  of  fpleen  and 
animbfity:  for,  granting  the neceiSty  of  aland-war,  the 
Hanoverians  wcrC'the  moft  natural  allies  and  auxiliaries 
••  ^chich  Great-Britairt  could  engage  and  employ.     How  in- 

Iblenf  foever  fome  few  individual  generals  of  that  eleflorate 
might  have  been  in  their  private  deportment,  certain  it  is, 
their  troops  behaved  with  great  fobriety,  difciplinc,  and 
decorum;  and  in  the  day  of  battle  did  iheir  duty  with  as 
much  courage  and  alacrity  as  any  body  of  men  ever  difplay- 
ed  on  the  like  occafion.  The  motion  was  rejefled  by  the 
majority;  but,  when  the  term  for  keeping  them  in  the 
Britifh  pay  was  nearly  expired,'and  the  eftimatesfor  their 
being  continued  the  enfuing  year  were  laid  before  the 
'Houfe,  the  Earl' of  Sandwich  renewed  his  motion.  Thp 
,  Lord -Chancel  tor,  as  i])eak.er  «f  the  Houfe,  interpofing,  de- 

•clared,  that  by  their  rules  a  queftion  once  rejefled  could 
hot  be^'eVivcd  during  the  fame  fefllon.  A  debate  enfued, 
Snd  the  lecond  motion  was  over-ruled.  The  Hanoverian 
troops'wef'e  voted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  neverthelefs, 
the  fame  nobleman  iftoved  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  that  the 
,  _  continuing  fixtcen  thoufand  Hanoverians  in  Britifh   pay 

Was  prejudibial  to  his  Majefty's  true  intereft,  ufelefs  to  the 
common  caufe,  and  dangerous  to  the  welfare  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  nation.  He  was  feconded  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  had  refigncd  his  commillion  in  djfguft; 
and  the  propofal  gave  birth  to  another  warm  difpute;  but 
viflory  declared,  as  ufual,  for  the  minifiry. 

§  IL  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  they  fuftained  divers 
attacks.  A  motion  was  made  for  laying  a  duty  of  eight 
{hillings  in  the  pound  on  all  places  and  penfions.  Mr. 
Grenville  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  befeech  his  Majefiy, 
that  he  would  not  engage  the  Britilh  nation  any  further 
in  the  war  oil  the  continent,  without  the  concurrence  of 
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the  States-General    on  certain  ftlpulated  proportions  o£   chap. 
force  and  expcnfe,  as  in  the  late  war.     Thcfe  propofals  , 

begat  vigorous  debates,  in  Which  the  country -party  were  174J. 
always  foiled  by  dint  of  fuperior  number.  Such  was  the 
credit  and  influence  of  the  miniftry  in,  parliament,  that 
although  the  national  debt  was  increafed  by  above  fix  mil. 
lions  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  (he  Commons 
indulged  them  with  an  enormous  fum  for  the  expenfe  of 
the  enfuing  year.  The  giants  fpecitied  in  the  votes 
amounted  to  fix  millions  and  an  half:  to  this  fum  were 
added  three  millions  and  an  half  paid  to  the  finlLing-fund 
in  perpetual  taxes  j  fo  that  this  year's  expcnfe  rofe  to  ten 
millions.  The  funds  eflablilhed  for  the  annual  charge 
were  the  land  and  malt-iaxesj  one  million  paid  by  the 
Eaft-India  company  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter, 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  annuities,  one  millioa 
from  the  finking  fund,  fix-and-thirty  thoufand  pounds 
from  the  coinage,  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a 
lottery :  an  expedient  which  for  feme,  time  had  been  an- 
nually repeated  ;  and  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  contri-  ' 
buted  to  debauch  the  morals  of  the  publick,  by  introdu- 
cing a  fpirit  of  gaming,  deftruflive  of  all  induftry  and 
virtue, 

§111.  The  diflcntions  of  th«  Brltifli  parliament  were 
fuddenly  fufpended  by  an  event  that  fecmed  to  unite  both 
parties  in  the  p/ofccution  of  the  fame  meafures.  This  ■ 
was  the  intelligence  of  an  intended  invafion.  Uy  the  par- 
liamentary difputes,  the  loud  clamours,  and  the  general 
diflatisfaciion  of  the  people  in  Great- Britain,  the  French 
miniftry  were  perfuaded  that  the  nation  was  ripe  for-a 
revolt.  This  belief  was  corroborated  by  the  aficrtions  of 
their  emifTaries  in  different  pans  of  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland.  Thefe  were  papifts  and  Jacobites  of  ftrong  pre- 
judices and  warm  imaginations,  who  faw  things  through 
the  medium  of  paffion  and  party,  and  fpoke  rather  from 
extravagant  zeal  than  from  fober  conviflion.  .  They  gave 
the  court  of  Vcrfailles  to  onderftand,  that  if  the  Cheva- 
litr  de  St,  Gcoree,  or  his  eldeil  fon,  Charles- Ed  ward, 
fhould 
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BOOK  Ihould  appear  at  the  heaii  of  a  French  army  in  Great-  ' 
"'  ,  Britain,  a  revolution  would  inftamly  follow  in  his  favour,, 
'741'  T^i'^s  intimation  was  agreeable  to  Cardinal  de  Tencin, 
who,  fince  the  death  of  Fleury,  had  bor'n  a  (bare  in  ths 
adminiftration  of  France.  He  was  of  a  violent  enterpri- 
fing  temper.  He  bad  been  recommended  to  the  purple 
by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  and  was  feemingly  at- 
tached to  the  Stuart  family.  His  ambition  was  flattered 
with  a  profpeft  of -giving  a  king  to  Great-Britain  ;  of 
performing  fuch  eminent  fcrvice  to  his  benefaftor ;  and  of 
rcftoriog  to  the  throne  of  their  anceilors  a  family  connected 
by  the  ties  of  blood  with  all  the  greateft  princes  of  Eu- 
rope. The  miniftry  of  France  forefaw,  that  if  even  this 
aim  fiiould  mifcarry,  a  defcentupon  Great-Britain  would 
make  a  confiderable  diverfton  from  the  continent  in  favour 
of  France,  and  embroil  and  embarrafs  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jcfty,  who  was  the  chief  fupport  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
all  its  allies.  Actuated  by  thefe  motives,  be  concerted  mea- 
I  furcs  with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  GeOrge  at  Rome,  who  be- 

ing too  much  advanced  in  years  to  engage  perfonally  , 
in  fuch  an  expadition,  agreed  to  del^:ate  his  preten- 
fions  and  authority  to  his  fon  Charles,  a  youth  of  promi- 
fing  talents,  fage,  fccret,  brave,  and  enterpriflng,  amiable 
in  his  perfon,  grave,  and  even  referved  in  his  deportment. 
He  approved  himfelf  in  the  fequel  compolcd  and  mode- 
rate in  fucceis,  wonderfully  firm  in  adverfity ;  and  though 
tenderly  nurfed  in  all  the  delights  of  an  eSeminate  coun- 
try, and  gentle  climate,  patient  aliQoft  beyond  belief  of 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Such  was  the  adventurer 
nowdeftined  to  fill  the  hope  which  the  French  miniftry" 
had  conceived  from  the  proje^ed  invallon  of  Great- 
Britain, 

§  IV., Count  Saxe  was  appointed  by  the  French  King 
commander  of  the  troops  deJigncd  for  this  expedition, 
which  amounted  to  Afteen  thoufand  men.  They  began 
their  march  to  Picardy,  and  a  great  number  of  vellels 
was  aflembled  for  their  embarkation  at.Dunkirk,-  Calais, 
and  Boulogn.  It  was  determined  that  they  Ibould  be 
landed 
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linde^  in  Kem,  under  convoy  of  i  ftrong  Tquadi^n  CHap. 
Iqutpped  at  Breft,  and  commanded  by  Monfieur  dc  Roquc-  ^  '  j 
feuUIe,  an  officer  of  experience  and  capacity.  The  Ghe-  tj*- 
Taljer  de  St.  George  is  faid  to  have  required  the  perjonal 
ftfvice  of  the  Uuke  of  Ormond,  who  excufed  him- 
Kf-  on  account  of  his  advanced  age :  be  that  as  it  will* 
Prince  Charlea  departed  from  Rome  about  the  end  of 
December,  tn  the  difguife  of  a  Spanifli  courier,  attended 
by  one  fervanC  only,  and  furnifhed  with  paflports  by 
Cardinal  Aquaviva.  He  travelled  through  Tufcany  to 
Genoa,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Savona,  where  he 
embarked'  for  Aatibes,  and  profecuting  his  journey  to 
Paris,  was  indulge  with  a  private  audience  of  the  French 
King :  then  he  fct  out  incognito  for  the  coaft  of  Picardy. 
The  Britifli  ministry  being  apprifcd  of  his  arrival  in 
Fiance,  at  once  comprehended  the  deflination  of  the  ar- 
maments prepared  at  Breft  and  Boulogn.  Mr.  Thonip-- 
kn,  the  Engliih  refident  at  Paris,  received  orders  to  malce 
a  remonftrance  to  the  French  mtniflry,  on  the  violation 
of  thofe  treaties  by  which  the  pretender  to  the  crown  of 
Great- Britain  was  excluded  from  the  territories  of  France. 
But  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  would  not  explain  himfelf  an  that  AibjeA,  untit 
the  King  of  England  Ihoiild  have  given  fatisfafiion  on 
tJte  repeated  complaints  which  had  been  made  to  him, 
touching  the  infrafiioris  of  thofe  very  treaties  which  kad 
been  fo  often  violated  by  his  orders.  In  the  month  of 
January,  M.  de  Koquefeuille  Ciiled  from  Breft,  direding 
his  courfe  up  the  Englifh  channel,  with  twenty  fliips  (Mf 
war..  They  were  immediately  difcovered  by  an  Englifli 
cntifer,  which  rsui  into  Plymouth  ;  and  the  intelligence 
wisconvcyed  by  land  to  the  board  of  Admiralty.  Sit 
John  Norria  was  forthwith,  ordered  to  take  the  command 
of  the  fquadrou^  at  Spithead,  with  which  be  f:iiled  round' 
to  the  Downs,  where  he  was  joined  by  fome  fbips  of  the 
liae  fronx  Chatham,  and  then  he.  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  fquadron  conliderably  ftronger  than  that  of 'th)e 
enemy. 
Vol.  Hi.  I  -SV. 
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BOOK        §  V.  Several  Fegimmts  marchtd  to  the  feutbcrn  ««fit 

.  '  I  of  Ejigland :  all  gorernora  and  comsuuidcre  ware  oRkndi 
i74}(  to  repair  immediatdy  to  their  nCpe&iw  pofts :  tbe  forM 
at  the  BMXKhs  of  the  Thwiws  and  the  Medwa^  were  pub- 
in  a  pofture  of  defend  j  aod  dieedions  w«re  ifllied  tot" 
aflemble  the  Kentilli  militia,  to  defend  the-coaft  is  cafe  off 
«i  iav%rioa^  Oa  the  fifteenth  daj  of  February,  the  King 
{Hit  a  neflage  to  both  Hoafei  a£  parliamea^  inttBatti^. 
the  arrival  of  te  Prstenden^s  fon  in  Franec,-  the  prepwa- 
tion)  at  Dunldrk,  and  the  appearance  of  a  French  fltcC  inK 
ifac  Kng^flV'  channels  They  joined  in  an  zddrela,  d«' 
daring  their  indignatioB  and  abhorrence  of  the  deig»- 
formcd  in  favour  of  a  popilh  pretender  f  and  afiitfing  hia 
Majefty^  that  they  would,  with  the  wwmeft  zeal  and 
unauiinity,  talce-  ftich  meafinri  as  would  enable  him  to- 
frufirate  and  defeat-  Co  defperate  and  inlblcnt  an  attempt, 
Addre&cs  of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  die  city  of 
^  .  Iidndon,  both  univer&iesr  the  principal  towns  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  clergy,  the  di&nting  tniniften,  the  qua' 
iKrs,  and  akaoA  all  the  corporation!  and  communities  of' 
the  kingdom.  A  requifition  waa  made  of  tha  fixthoBJuid' 
auKiliaries  which  die  Statea-Gcneral  were  1^  treaty 
obliged  to  fumiA  on  fnch  ocealions )  and  ttaefe  were 
grantotlwith  great  alacri^  and  expedition.  The  £arl  ej" 
Sl«ir«  forgetting  his  wrongs,  took  thiso^ortuaityof  ef- 
&o0g.  his  ferricer  to  govcuunsnty-  and  was  tfr-inveftnk 
wkh  the  chi^  command!-  of  the  for««  in  Great- Britsiih' 
Hisieitaaiple  wat  followed  by  fbveral  noblemen-  of  die  fiift 
rank.  The  Duke  of  Montagns  was  permitted  to  raifes 
raiment  of  horfe  ;  and  orders  were  fent  to  bring  over  fat 
thoitfasd  of  the  Bsidfl)  troops  from  Flandcfs,  in  cafe  tbe 
iBvafion  Ihould  adaally  take  plaec.  His  MajeAy  waa,  im 
utethcr  addrefe  from  parliament,  exhorted  to  augnicnt' 
his  foBces  by  fca  uid  land :  the  Habeas  Corpus  a^  wa» 
ftiJ^eadsd  for  fix  nwnthi,  and  feveral  perfotns  of  difiindiow 
wvre  ^prehcnded  oo  fufpicion  of  treafoaable-  pca£tifesi. 
a:pllK>elamattQnwasiirued  for  putting  the  laws  iiv  execi»* 
tion  againit  papifts  and  nonjurors,  who  were  commanded 
S  •       ■        t» 


;,C^ooqIc 


GEORGE     11;  115 

to  retire  ten  miles  from  London  j  and  everj  precaution  CHAP^ 
was  taken  which  feemed  fteceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  ^,  -  l.j 
the  publick  tranqutltity.  1743. 

f  VI.  Mean  while  the  French  court  proceeded  with 
their  prepxrations  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirlc,  under  the 
t^  of  the  yonng  Pretenderi  and  feven  thoufand  men  were 
adually  embarked.  M.  de  Roquefeuille  failed  up  the 
channel  as  fu  as  Dungenefc,  a  promontory  on  the  coaft  o£ 
Kent,  after  having  detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five  fliips, 
lo  hailen  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  the  French 
admiral  anchored  off  Dungenefs,  he  perceived,  on  the 
twenty-four^  day  of  February,  the  Britifli  fleet,  under  Sir 
John  Norris,  doubling  the  South -Foreland  from  the 
Downs  i  and,  though  the  wind  was  againft  him,  taking 
the  0[^rtunity  of  the  tide  to  come  up  and  engage  the 
French  fi^uadron.  Roquefeuille,  who  little expe^ed  fuch 
a  vifit,  could  not  be  altogether  compofed,  confidering  the 
great  fuperiority  of  his  enemies:  but  the  tide  failing,  the 
Engtifli  admiral  was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues  thort 
of  the  enemy.  In  this  interp^,  M.  Roquefeuille  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  avoid  an 
engagement,  weigh  anchor  at  funfet,  and  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  to  the  place  from  whence  they  had  fct  fail.  This 
lefolution  was  favoured  byavery  hard  gale  of  wind,  which 
tegan  to  blow  from  the  north-eaft,  and  carried  tBem  down 
the  channel  with  incredible  expedition.  But  the  fame 
ftorm  which,  in  all  probability,  faved  their  fleet  from  de- 
ftru&lon,  utterly  difconcerted  the  defigu  of  invading 
England.  A  great  number  of  their  tranfports  was  driven 
afbore  and  deltroycd,  and  the  reft  were  fo  damaged  that 
they  could  not  be  fpeedily  repaired.  The  Englilh  were 
now  mafteis  at  fea,  and  their  coaft  was  fo  well  guarded, 
that  the  enterprife  could  not  be  profecuted  with  any  pro- 
bability of  fuccefs.  The  French  generals  nominated  to 
fervc  in  this  expedition  returned  to  Paris,  and  the  young 
Pretender  refolved  to  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
In  the  mean  time  he  remained  in  Paris,  or  that  neigh- 
bourhood, incognito,  and  almoft  totiilly  neglefled  by  the 
I  i  <iovit 
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BOOK    couit  of  France,     Finding  himfelf  in   this   difagreeabftf 

i^.-J-m^  fituation,  and  being  vifited  by  John  Murray  of  Brougb- 
174].  ^'"'t  wbo  magnified  the  power  of  his  friends  in  Great- 
Britain,  he  refolved  to  malte  fome  bold  efibrt,  even  without 
theaiTiilance  of  Louis,  in  whofe  fincerity  he  had  no  faith, 
and  forthwith  took  proper  meafures  to  obtain  exa£t  infor- 
mation touching  the  number,  inclinations,  and  influeiKe 
of  his  father's  adherents  in  England  and  Scotland. 
The  French  King  no  longer  prcferved  any  meafures  with 
the  court  of  London :  the  firitilh  i;erident  at  Paris  was 
given  to  undetftand,  that  a  declaration  of  war  muHenfuc;  ' 
and  this  was  actually  publifhed  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  wat  taxed  with  hav- 
ing difTuaded  the  court  of  Vienna  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  an  accommodation;  with  having  infringed  the 
convention  of  Hanover;  with  having  excrcifed  piracy 
upon  the  fubjefls  of  France,  and  with  having  blocked  up 
the  harbour  of  Toulon.  On  the  thitty-firft  day  of 
March,  a  like  denunciation  of  war  againfl  France 
was  pubiilhed  at  London,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people. 

An.  !?«.  ^  VIL  The  Commons  of  England,  in  order  to  evince 
thfir  loyalty,  brought  in  a  bill,  denouncing  the  penalties 
of  high-trcafonagainft  thofe.who  (hould  maintain  corrc- 
fpondence  with  the  fons  of  the  Pretender.  In  the  Upper 
Iloufe,  Lord  Hardwicke,  the  Chancellor,  moved,  that  a 
claufe  Jtould  be  inferred,  extending  the  crime  of  treafon 
to  the  pofteiity  of  the  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the 
■  Pretender's  fons.  The  motion,  which  was  fupported  by 
jhe  whole  ftrength  of  the  miniftry,  produced  a  warm  debate, 
in  which  tha  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Chefteriield, 
the  Lords  Talbot  and  Hervey,  argued  againft  it  in  the  moft 
pathetick  manner,  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary  to 
the  diilates  of  humanity,  the  law  of  nature,  the  rules  of 
common  juftice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion ;  an  expedient 
that  would  involve  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  tend 
to  the  augmentation  of  minilterial  power,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  it  was    undoubtedly  calculated.    Notwithltanding 
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UrtTc  fnggeftions,  the  claufe  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
3tnd  rfie  bill  fent  back  to  the  Commons,  where  the  amend- 
aisnt  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Strange,  Lord 
Guernfey,  Mr,  W.  Pitt,  and  other  members,  by  whom 
the  original  bill  had  been  countenanced*  :  the  majority,  , 
however,  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  (he  biil  ob- 
tained the  royal  aficnt.  The  feiTiDn  of  parliament  was 
clofed  in  May,  when  the  King  told  them  that  the  French 
had  made  vaft  preparations  on  the  fide  of  the  Nether- 
lands ^  and  that  the  States-General  had  agreed  to  furnifh 
the  fuccDurs  ftipulated  by  treaties. 

§  VIII.  By  this  time  an  a£Han  had  happened  In  the 
Mediterranean  "between  the  Bfitifh  fleet  commanded  by 
Admiial  Matthewtjand  the  combined  fquadrons  of  Francs 
and  Spain,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  blocked  up  in- 
the  harbour  of 'Toulon.  On  the  ninth  day  of  February 
they  were  perceived  ftanding  out  of  the  road,  to  the 
number  of  four-and-thircy  fail :  the  Engtifh  admiral  im- 
mediately weighed  from  Hieres-faay;  and  on  the  eleventh, 
part  of  the  fleets  engaged.  Matthews  attacked  iheSpaniOi 
admiral,  Don  Navarro,  whofe  fliip,  the  Real,  wasafirfl 
rate,  mounted  with  above  an  hundred  guns.  Rear-Ad- 
miral  Rowley  fingled  out  M.  de  Court,  who  commanded 
the  French  fquadron ;  and  a  very  few  captains  followed 
the  example  of  theic  commanders:  but  Vice-Admiral 
Lelloclt,  with  his  wholedivifion,  remained  at  a  great  diftance 
aQern;  and  feveral  captains  who  were  immediately  under 
the  eye  of  Matthews  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  refledted 
difgrace  upon  their  country.  The  whole  tranfaflron  was 
conduced  without  order  or  deliberation.  The  French 
and  Spaniards  would  have  willingly  avoided  an  engage- 
iBcnt,  as  the  Britllh  fquadron  was  fupcrior  to  them  in 
fircngth  and  number.  M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made 
tJie  beft  of  his  way  towards  the  Straits  moijth,  probably 
I  3  with 

*  Tb*  ^f  •TitioD  h*d  Aifliiocd  ■  heav;  blon.in  ihe  dcith  of  the  Duke  of 
Argll^r  >  nobleman  of  Alining  qualitic alio ns  for  ihe  fcaatc  and  the  Geld) 
whofe  chirafler  would  hi>e  been  ftLU  moie  illuftrious  hadnotrome  pariiof  his 
con^afubjeaedhim  to  the  Tufpicbn  atfeimoeh  and  inconflincy.  Hi  vim 
Succeeded  in  Uiat  title  by  hii  brother,  Archibald  Eitl  of  Hay. 
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'  BOOK  with  inttrntion  tojointiw  Bwft  fqnadroo;  W  be  l»i 
■  '_  f  orders  to  pretefi  the  Spanifli  fleet  j  and  as  they  (aiifi. 
1744.,  heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  thsm,  at  the  hvnt4- 
of  maintaining  a  battle  with  the  Ensljfli.  Thu?  circwft* 
ftanced  he  made  fail  and  lay  to  by  turns;  fs  that  the 
Britifh  admiral  could  not  engage  them  io  proper  order ; 
and  as  they  oucfaiJed  his  (hips,  he  began  to  fear  tbey  would 
efcape  him  altogether,  fhould  he  wait  for  Vicp-Admiral 
LeAocIc,  who  was  fo  far  aflern.  Under  this  apprehenfion 
he  made  the  fignal  for  engaging,  while  that  for  the  line  of 
battle  was  ftill  difplayed ;  and  this  inconfifteqcy  aattually 
introduced  confufion.  The  light  was  maintained  with 
great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.  T^  Real  being; 
quite  difablcd,  and  lying  liice  a  wreplc  upon  the  water,  Mr. 
Matthews  fent  a  lirefliip  tg  de&rey  hu;  but  the  expedient 
did  not  talce  eSc&.  The  ihip  ordered  to  cover  this  ma- 
chine did  not  obey  the  fignal.  j  fo  that  the  captain  of  the 
Arefbip  was  cxpofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Nevei- 
thelefs,  he  continued  to  advance  until  he  found  the  veflel 
finking;  and  beingwithinafewyardsof  the  Real,  hfctfire 
to  the  fufees.  The  fhip  was  immediately  in  flunes,  in  the 
tpidft  of  which  he  and  his  lieutenant,  with  twelve  men, 
perilhed.  This  was  Ijlcewife  the  &te  of  a  Spanilh 
launch}  which  had  been  manned  with  £fty  failors,  to  pre- 
vent the  firelbip  from  running  on  board  the  Real.  One 
fliip  of  the  liqe  belonging  to  the  Spanilli  iquadreo  fir uclc 
to  Capt^n  Hawlte,  wiw>  fent  a  lieutenant  to  take  poflsf- 
fton  of  her :  lie  wac  afterwards  retaJEcn  by  the  French 
fquadron ;  but  wfu  found  fp  difablcd,  that  they  left  her  de- 

.  ferted,  and  flie  was  next  day  burned  by  order  of  Adnur4 
Matthews.     At  night  the  a&ion  oeafod ;  and  the  Admiral 

■  found  his  own  fliip  fo  much  damaged,  that  be  moved  his 
fl^  into  another.  Captain  Cornwall  fell  in  the  engage- 
mcnti  after  having  exhibited  a  remarkable  proof  of  courage 
^pd  intrepidity:  but  the  lofs  of  men  was  very  inconfider* 
i^At.  Next  day  the  enemy  appeared  to  leeward,  and  the 
^dmiral  gave  chafe  till  nightj  when  he  brought  to,  that  he 
pii^t 
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VK^ttejaiBCd^^fliipai-ftem.  They  were jWR^r-  ' 
-triagais  sa  the  thirtetsdi  at «  <oafidenMe  iSftaace,  and  <t 
fMffHMl  till  the  ei>wiiig.  In  Che  morning  «f  lhetertenitli« 
4wMiy  Ail  •tAta  wire  (een  d\Kn&\y,  and  Leftocic  inili 
•Ml  divifion  had  gtined  gromnl  of  them  confiderably  by 
Mon)  bat  Adanrd  hbnbcws  di^jed  die  £gnat  fas 
iMviRg  offch^>  'Mid  bore  away  for  Poit-Midioni  to  it- 
fair  the  damage  he  had  faflained.  Mean  while  the  com- 
'^ed  fquadrMM  cmtinued  their  coorTe-ttnnirils  the  coaft' 
-Of  Spain.  M.  de  Court,  with  his  divifion,  anchored  ia 
ite read  Of /Q*f cant;  and  Don  Navarrofailed  into  the  har- 
itOut  of  Cartbagena.  Admiral  Matthews,  on  bis  arrival 
:at  Minorca,  aceufed  Xieftock  of  having  mifb^haved  on  the 
'day  of  aSiiHi ;  >fiJpended  him  from  his  office,  and  fent  him 
jtrifoner  to  England,  where,  in  his -turn,  he  aceufed  his 
accuser.  Long  beforethe  engagement,  thefc  -two  eSceis 
'.liad  eapre&d  the  moft  virulent  refentment  againft  cock 
«ther.  ~  Matthews  was  brave,  open,  and  undifguiled.;  but 
proud,  imperious,  and  proclpitate.  Lefioclc  had  fignali^ 
«d  his  courage  on  many  occalions,  and  perfedly  -under- 
fiood  the  whole  dtfcipline  of  the  navy;  but  he  was  cool, 
-cunnings  and  viniliflive.  He  had  been  treated  fuperci- 
lioully  by  'Matthews,  and  in  revenge  took  advantage  of  his 
errors  snd  precipitation.  To  gratify  this-paffion,  he  be- 
trayed the  intereft  and  glory  of  bis  country;  for  it  is  ncA 
to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  might  have  come  vp  m  time  to 
engage;  and,  in  that  cafe,  tfac  fleets  of  France  jind  Spain 
would  in  all  likehood  have  been  deftroyed:  but  He. en- 
trenched himfelf  within  the  punflilios  of  difcipline,  and 
faw  with  pieafiire  -his  antagonift.  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
3iazard  of  death,  ruin,  and.difgrace.  Matthews  himfel^ 
in  the  feqaei,  facrificed  his  duty  to  his  refentment,  in  re- 
ft-aining  Lcftock  from  puifuing  and  attacking  the  com- 
liined  fqnadnaos  on  the  third  day  after  the  engagement, 
when  th^  appeared  difabled,  and  in  manifcft  di^jrder,  and 
would  have  fallen  an  cafy  prey,  had  Ihey  been  vigoroufly 
quacked.  One  -caa  hardly,  without  indignation,  reflet 
I  4  upoa 
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.*  op  *     URon  ihofe  inftances,  in  which  a  community  llas  fo'fcVerelf 

^  .^1  ,,f  fuffer&J  from  d^  pcrfooaJ  anitnofity  of  indtviduals.  Tiic 
>  1744-  mifcMiiage  oS*  TouJon  became  the  fubje£t  Qf  a'parliameii> 
tary  enquiry  in  England.  The  Commons,' in  An  addrefr 
tp  the  throne,  defired  that  a.courtTmartial  might  be  appoint 
cd  to  try  the  delinquents. .  By  this  tJine  Leftock  had  ac^ 
eufed  Matthews,  and  all  the  captains  of.  his  divifion  whp 
ini^ebaved  on  the  day  of  battle.  The  court-martial  .wsvi 
conllituted,  and  proceeded  to  tryal.  Several  commanders 
of  fliips  were  cafhiered :  Vicc-Admiral  Leftock  was  hqn- 
Qurably  acquitted ;  ^d  Admiral  Matthews  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  fcrving  for  the  future  in  his  Majefty's  navy.  AJI 
the  world  knew  that  Lellock  kept- aloof,  and  tbac  Mat- 
thews ruflied  into  the  hofteft  part  of  the  engagement.  Y^t 
the  former  triumphed  on  his  tryal,  and  the  latter  narrowly 
efcaped  the  fentence  of  death  for  cowardice  pnd  mifconduft. 
Such  decifions  are  not  to  be  accounted  /or,  except  froai 
prejuilice  aiid  faction.    . 

I IX.  The  war  in  Qertnany,  which  had  been  almofl 
extinguilhed  in  .the  laCl  campaign,  began  tp  revive,  and 
raged  with  redoubled  violence.  The  Emperor  h^d  follicit- 
ed  the  mediation  of  his  Britannick  Majefly  for  comprq- 
mifing  the  differences  between  him  and  (he  court  of 
Vienna.  Prince  William  of  Hefle-Caflel  had  conferred 
with  the  King  of  England  on  this  fubjeft ;  and  a  negocia- 
libri  was  begun  at  Hanau.  The  Emperor  offered  to  dif- 
mifs  the  French  auxiliaries,  provided  the  Auflrjans  would 
evacuate  his  hereditary  dominions.  Nay,  Prince  William 
and  Lord  (^arteret,  as  plenipotentiaries,  adtuaily  agreed  to 
preliminaries,  by  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  engaged  to 
renounce  the  alliance  of  France,  and  throw  himfelf  into  the 
arms  of  the  maritime  powers;  to  refign  all  pretenfions  to 
the  fucceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftriaj  and  to  revive  the 
vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  eledioral  college,  on  condition  of 
his  being  re-eftablifhed  |n  the  pofTeffionof  his  dominions; 
recognized  as  Empeior  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  . 
accommodated  with   a  monthly   fub&dy  [or  his  mainte- 

ance. 
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Slice,  as  hur  own  teriitWies  were  cxhaufted  and  impore-  C 
stflied  by  the  War.  By  a,feparatc  article,  the  King  of  ^^ 
Great-firitoin  promifed  to  fumifh  him  with  three  hundred 
tfaoufand  -crowns,  and  to  intcrpofe  his  good  olBcea  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  that  hiseledoral  dominions  Oiould  be 
favourably,  xreated.  Thefe  preliminaries,  though  fettled, 
were  notlfi^ed.  The  court  of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part 
with  their  c6aquefis  in  Bavaria  and  the  Upper-Palatinate. 
The<^ceo  uufted  too  much  to  the  valour  of  her  troops, 
And  the  wealth  of  her  allicG,  to  liften  to  fuch  terms  of  ao- 
commodation;  and  whatever  arguments  were  ufed  with 
the  King  of  Great-Britain,  certain  it  is  the  negociation 
was  (Uoppffd,  rofl  pretence  that  the  articles  were  difapprovcd 
by  the  minj&ry  of  England.  The  Emperor;  environed 
with  d  i  Arefs,  rone  wed  his  application  to  the  Kingof  Great- 
Britain;  and  even  declared  that  he  wouldrefer  his  caufe 
to  the  determination  of  the  maritime  powers :  but  ail  his 
advances  we^e  difcountenanced ;  and  the  treaty  of  Wormt 
[difpelled  ail  kPV^  of  accont.modation.  In-this  manner  did 
the  B'riti&.ctiniftry  rejed  the  faireft  opportunity  that  could 
polEbly  ocpfir  of  terminating  the  war  in  Germany  witli 
honour  and  a4vantag|e,  and  of  freeing  their  country  from 
that  infu^eralile  burthen  pf  expenfe  under  which  {he 
groaned 

§  X.  Th^  inflexibility  of  the  houfe  of  AuftrJa,  and  itt 
chief  ally,  proved  ferviceable  to  the  Emperor.  The  for- 
lorn fituation  of  this  unfortunate  prince  excited  the  com- 
paffion  Qf  diysrs  princes :  they  refented  the  infolence  with 
which  the  head  of  the  empire  had  been  treated  by  the  court 
of  Viei^fa;  and  they  were  alarmed  at  the  increaiing  power 
of  a  family,  noted  for  pride,  tyranny,  and  ambition.  Tbefe 
Confiderations  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of  Franckfoit,  con» 
eluded  in  May  between  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  PruiSa, 
the  King  of  Swedcq  ^s  Latt^gravc  of  Hefle-CalTel,  and  the 
EleiSor-Palatine.  They  engaged  to  prcfcrve  the  conftitu- 
fions  of  the  empire,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 
^nd  to  fupport  the  Emperor  in  his  ranlc  and  dignity. 
fhey  agreed  to  en>ploy  their  g«ad  offices  with  the  Queen 
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of  Hungary,  tbat  6k  jniglit  be  iaducsd  to  aclanomtM^ 
,  tlie  EmpeiAf,  to  kIIok  hw  bercdiCaty  4owniolis,  and 
giv«  uf  the  wctitves  of  the  caipiDe  thatlwere  ia  her  peieT* 
fioD.  ThejT^uaranteed  ta  «Bck  other  their  OT^xfiiw  tsr^ 
citoiies:-  ttwdj^tes  about  the  fttcccSoo  oftiiebnEtn^ 
|)eror  they  K%red  to  tbedccifion  of  the  ftatssof  tfae  tmtfine 
ciiey  profi^ifod  to  a&&  one  aoothcr  in  ca&  of  ^heing  at- 
tttcltedj  and  they  iovited  the  King  of  l>olM>d,  tbe  Elec^ 
cor  «f  Cclopit  Mid  the  Si&op  of  Liege,  to  ac> 
<^e  te  this  treaty.  Such  was  the  canfederacy  dut 
lyi^  all  the  meafuree  which  had  been  concerted  hetweu 
1^  King  of  Great-Bi^titin  aod  her  Hungariaa  MajeNf 
for  the  operations  of  die  campaign.  In  the  mean  tieae,  the 
French  King  doclared  war  againft  Aie  ^incels,  OR  preKnce 
^latfhe  was.obfliitately  deaf  toali  tenm  rf  acoommoda- 
tion,  and  dettnuinoi  to  carry  the  vni  mto  theturteorioB 
of  France,  la  her  counter.dficliratioii  (he  taxed  Lonie 
with  having  iofruiged  the  moft  fblenui  engagement  with 
rcfpcd  to  the  pragmatidc  bn^ion ;  wt&  hariflg  fptrited 
up  diSerent  pretenders  to  lay  claim  to  the  fucceffion  t^thc 
late  Emperor ;  with  having  endeavoured  to  infligate  the 
common  enemy  of  Chriftendom  againft  her;  and  iritb 
having  afied  the  incendiary  in  the  north  of  Europe,  ^at 
the  Czarina  might  be  prevented  from  affifting  the  houJe 
oi  Auftria,  while  his  nutnerons  armies  overfprcad  the 
empire,  and  delbtated  her  hereditary  countries.  Theft 
ret^minationt  were  litcrdly  true.  The  houfes  of  Bonr- 
bon  and  Auftria  have,  for  many  centuries,  been  the  com- 
mon difturbere  and  plagues  of  Europe. 

§  XL  The  King  of  France,  though  in  himfeK  pacifick 
and  unentcrprifing,  was  ftimiiUted  by  his  miiifftry  to 
«fte  the  glory  of  conqueft  in  the  Nedierlandi,  vrhere  he 
Jiad  aflemUed  an  array  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
iand  men,  provided  with  a  very  formidable  train  of  ar* 
tillery.  The  chief  command  was  vefted  in  the  Marelchal 
X>unt  de  Saxe,  who  poiielled  great  military  talents,  and 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  mofl  fortunate  generals  of  theage  in 
which  ke  liwd.  XbeaJliodfoReB,  cenfifti|igof£ng)iAt. 
Haoove- 
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Hanoveriflns,  Dutch,  and  Auftriaos,  to  tbe  nunber  of    ^M^^* 

tencoty  thoafaad  eSedivc  men,  were  in  die  month  of  \_  ,  t 
May  iffaahitd  io  the  aeighbourhood  of  Bnifleli,  {ton  1744. 
nrlience  they  marched  uwards  Oudenvde,  and  poftad 
thcmfelvcB  behind  the  SclwUe,  being  uaable  to  r«urd  tb« 
pragrcia  of  tbe-eaemy.  The  French  Monarch,  attflndad 
by  his  favotirice  ladiec,  with  all  the  pomp  of  caftern  lux- 
ury, arrived  at  LiJle  on  the  twelfth  day  of  die  fame 
moath;  and  in  the  adjacent  plain  reviewed  hia  army< 
"Fhe  States -General,  alarmed  at  bis  preparations,  had,  in 
a  conference  with  his  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  exprefied 
their  appr<l>enfior|s>  and  entreated  his  Moft  Chriftiaa 
MijtRy  would  defift  frooa  his  ddign  of  Mtackiog  theic 
barrier.  Their  remonftrancci  having  proved  kieffeflual, 
they  ttow  Tent  a  oiintfler  to  wait  upon  that  monarch,  to 
enforce  their  fortoer  reprelencatioas,  and  repeat  their  eptrea. 
tics  :  bm  f)o  regard  w«  p^id  to  his  requeft.  The  French 
King  told  bim,  he  was  determined  to  profecute  dte  war 
with  vigour,  u  his  moderation  hitherto  had  ferved  to  no 
other  purpofe  but  that  of  rendering  his  enemies  more  in- 
traiflable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  invefted  Menio,  which 
wa«  in  feven  days  Airrwdcred  upon  capitulation,     Ypres,  , 

Fort  Knoclce,  and  Fumes  underwent  the  fame  fate } 
90d  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June  the  King  of 
France  entered  Dunkirk  in  triumi^. 

$  XII.  He  had  taken  fuch  precautions  fisr  the  defcnle 
of  Alface,  which  was  guarded  by  confidarable  armies 
under  the  command  of  Coigni  and  Seckendorf,  that  he 
thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Auftriani  in  that 
quarter :  befides,  he  had  receivad  fccret  aflonnces  that  the 
King  of  Pruffia  would  declare  for  the  Emperor ;  To 
that  he  refolved  to  purfue  his  conquefls  in  the  Nether- 
lands. But  all  his  meafures  were  deTeated  by  the  a£tivity 
of  Prince  Charles  of  Liorraine,  and  his  officers,  who  found 
means  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  oblige  the  french  and  Ba- 
varian generals  to  retire  to  Lampertbetm,  that  they 
might  cover  Stralburgh.  The  Auftrians  made  themfeWes 
aia^n    of  Haguenau   and   Saverne;    they  fecured  the 
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BOOK  paflcs  of  Lorraine ;  and  laid  all  the  country  of  Lower 
.  ^  \  J  Alface  under  contribution.  The  King  of  France  was  no 
1744.  fooner  apprifed  of  the  prince's  having  pafied  the  Rhine, 
and  penetrated  into  this  province,  than  he  fent  off  a  de- 
tachment of  thirty  thoufand  tnen  from  his  army  in  Flan- 
ders to  reenforce  that  under  the  Marefchal  de  Coigny  ; 
and  he  himfelf  began  hia  journey  from  the  Rhine,  that  he 
might  in  perfon  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  1  buC 
tiiis  defign  was  anticipated  by  a  fevere  dilVemper  that 
overtook  him  at  Metz  in  Lorraine.  The  phyficians  de- 
spaired (rf  his  life.  The  Queen,  with  her  children,  and 
«1I  the  princes  of  the  blood,  haftcned  from  Verfailles  to 
pay  the  laft  duties  to  their  dying  fovereign,  who,  as  a 
true  penitent,  difmifled  his  concubines,  and  began  to  pre- 
pare himfelf  for  death:  yet  the  ftrength  of  his  conAitu- 
tion  tiiumphed  over  the  fever,  and  his  recovery  was  cele- 
brated all  over  his  dominions  with  uncommon  marks  of 
joy  and  affsQion. 

§  XIIl,  In  the  mean  time  the  fchemes  of  the  Au- 
ftri:in  getKral  were  -  fruflrated  '  by  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
who,  in  the  month  of  Augull,  entered  the  ele^orate  of 
Saxony,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army.  There  he  de- 
clared, in  a  publick  manifelto,  that  his  aims  were  only  to 
ic-cflablifh  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  its  head.  He  a0iired  the  inhabitants  that  they 
might  depend  upon  his  protection,  in  cafe  they  ibould 
remain  <)uiet;  but  threatened  them  with  iire  and  fword 
ihould  they  prefume  to  oppofe  his  arms.  In  a  refcnpt 
addrefled  to  his  minifters  at  foreign  courts,,  he  accufed 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  of  obftinacy,  in  refuting  to  ac- 
knowlege  the  Emperor,  and  reftore  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions :  he  faid  he  had  engaged  in  the  league  of  Franck- 
fort,  to  hinder  the  head  of  the  empire  from  being  op- 
prefled  :  that  he  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  peace  of 
Breflau,  or  enter  as  a  principal  into  this  war :  he  ai£rmed, 
that  his  defign  was  to  ail  as  auxiliary  to  the  Emperor, 
and  eftablifh  thequiet  of  Germany.  He  penetrated  into  Bo- 
hemia and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Prague,  the  governor  of 
which 
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ivhich  furrendeFol  himrdf  and  his  g^ifon  prifoners  of  chap* 
war  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  September.  He  afterwards  ,  _  '  .  ] 
reduced  Tabor,  Bodweis,  and  Teyn,  and  in  a  word  fub-  1744. 
dued  the  greaCeft  part  of  the  kingdom ;  the  Auftrian 
forces  in  that  country  being  in  no  condition  to  flop 
his  progrefs,  Neverthelefs,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  re- 
linquith  his  conquefls.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was 
recalled  from  Alface,  and  repafTed  the  Rhine  in  the  face 
of  the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  Marefchals  de 
Coigni,  Noaitles,  and  Bclleille.  Then  he  marched  to  . 
the  Danube,  laid  the  Uppei;  Palatinate  under  contribu- 
tion, and  entering  Bohemia,  joined  the  troops  und«r 
fiathiani  at  Merotitz.  The  King  of  Poland  Elector  of 
Saxony,  at  this  jun^ure,  declared  in  favour  of  her  Hun- 
garian Majefty,  A  convention  for  the  mutual  guarantee 
of  their  dominions  had  been  figned  between  thofe  two 
powers  in  December ;  and  now  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine was  re-enforced  by  twenty  thoufand  Saxon  troOpSt 
under  the  condufl  of  the  Dul^c  of  Saxc-Weflenfels.  The 
combined  army  was  fuperior  to  that  of  his  Prufllan  Ma- 
jtfty,  whom  ihey  rcfolved  to  engage.  But  he  retired 
before  them,  and  having  evacuated  all  the  places  he  bad 
garrifoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with  precipitation  'into 
SileCa.  There  his  troops  were  put  into  winter-quarters  j 
and  he  himfelf  returned  to  Berlin,  extremely  mortified  at 
theiffue  of  the  campaign. 

§  XIV.  During  thefe  tranfadions.  Count  Seckendorf 
marched  into  Bavaria,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  army, 
drove  the  Aufirians  out  of  that  eledorate,  and  the  Em- 
peror regained  poflelEon  of  Munich,  his  capital,  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  Oflober.  In  Auguft  the  French 
army  pafTed  the  Rhine  at  Fort-Lou!s,  and  invefled  the 
ftrong  and  Important  city  of  Fribourg,  defended  by  pe- 
neral  ,Deninitz,  at  the  head  of  nine  thoufand  veterans. 
The  King  of  France  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  eleventh  ■ 
day  of  Oapber ;  and  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  un- 
common vigour.  The  Aullrian  governour  made  iocrediblc. 
t^orts  in  the,  defenfe  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained 

until 
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BOOK    ootiJ  it  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,   aad  wie  bdf  of 

^  '_  1  the  garrifen  deRrajei.  At  ki^h,  however,  they  were 
1744.  obliged  to  fuirendsr  thcmfelves  prifenera  of  w»-,  after  the 
trenches  had  been  opened  Hve-aadifoity  days,  during 
which  they  had  killed  above  fifteen  thoufand  of  the  be- 
fiegers.  With  this  cxmqueft,  the  French  KingcTofed  the 
campaign,  and  his  army  WM  cantoned  along  the  Rhine, 
under  the  infpcSion  of  the  Count  de  Maillebois.  By  the 
detachments  drawn  from  the  French  army  in  Flanders, 
Count  Saxe  had  found  himfcIF  conriderably  weaker  than 
the  confederates;  he  threw  upilrongentrendimentsbriiind 
the  Lys,  where  he  remained  on  the  defeniive,  until  he  was 
Tc-enforced  by  the  Count  de  Clermant,  who  commanded 
a  feparate  body  on  the  fide  of  Newport.  The  allies,  to  the 
number  of  feventy  thonfand,  palTed  the  Schclde,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  Helchin :  but  the  enemy  being  fo  adran- 
tageoufly  pofted,  that  they  could  not  attack  him  with  any 
profpcd  of  advantage,  diey  iihd  on  in  fight  of  Tournay; 
and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Auguft  encamped  in  the  plains,  of 
Lifle,  in  hope  of  drawing  Count  Saxe  from  tbe  lituation 
in  which  he  was  fo  llrongly  fortified.  Here  they  foraged  for 
ieveral  days,  and  laid  the  open  country  under  contribu- 
tion :  however,  they  made  no  attempt  upon  tbe  place  it- 
felf,  which  in  all  probability  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  had  they  invcfied  it  at  their  firft  approach;  for  then 
there  was  no  other  garrifon  but  two  or  three  fiatialion) 
of  militia:  but  Count  Saxe  foon  threw  in  a  confiderable 
re>enforcemcnt.  The  alKes  were  unprovided  with  a  train 
of  battering  cannon  ;  and  (heir  comitianders  would  not 
deviate  from  the  ufual  forms  of  war.  Beides,  they  were 
iflvided  in  their  opinions,  and  defpifed  one  another.  Ge- 
neral Wade,  who  commanded  the  Englifh  and  Hanore- 
lians,  was  a~  vain,  weak  mzn^  Without  confidence, 
weight,  or  authority ;  and  the  Auftrian  general,  the 
Buke  d'Aremberg,  was  a  proud,  rapacious  glutton, 
devoid  of  talents  and  fcntiment.  After  having  re- 
natned  for  fome  time  in  fight  of  Lifle,  and  made  I 
general  forage  without  mokfcitiOfl,  they  retired  to  their 
'  former 
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'gurnet  caiBp  <u   the  ScbcUta  from  wheoee  dtey  foftn    cbap. 
marched  into  wiattr-qiuRcn.     Couat  Saxe   u  length   ^,_^__j 
5jiunt4  b's  lia«s  ;  and,  by  wty  of  reuliadon,   fent  out       s^^ 
^etachMcntt  to  ravage  the  Loff-Countrics,  to  the  very 
gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges.    The  conduct  of  the  aUied 
fcncnb  was  iareicly  ccnAired  in  England,  and  fidjculed 
in  France,  not  only  In  private  coaver&tion  but  alfb  on 
thcu  publick  theatm,  where  tC  became  the  fubjeA  of  farce» 
aod  pantomlaiea. 

$  XV.  The  cao^gn  in  Italy  produced  divers  vicjffi- 
tad«>  of  fortune.  The  King  of  Naples  having  aflembled 
an  amiy,  joined  Count  Gages,  and  publifhed  a^  manilcfio 
n  TindicaUoo  of  his  condu£t,  which  was  a  dirc^  vtda- 
lian  of  the  neirtrali^  he  had  promifcd  to  obferve.  H« 
■aaia^ncd,  that  his  moderation  had  been  underralued  hf 
the  courts  of  Xfondon  and  Vienna ;  that  his  frontiers  were 
tiuvateoed  with  the  calamities  of  wart  arwl  that  the 
Queen  of  Hut^ry  made  no  fecret  of  her  intention  ta 
mvaio  his  domininu.  Thjt  charge  ym  aot  without 
inmdation.  The  nuflaries  tf  the  hoole  of  Aufbia  en- 
dcavoured  to  exdtc  a-  rebellim  in  Naples,  which  Frince 
Lobkowitz  had  eider»  tti  fe?our  by  an  jnrafion.  This 
getteial  was  encamped  at  Monte  Rotundo,  in  the  neighs 
bourhood  of  Rome,  when,  in  the  nxmth  of  June,  the 
confederates  advanced^  to  VeUeOi.  While  the  two  ar- 
mies remained  in  ^ght  of  each  other,  Prince  L«bkowits 
detached  a'  flrong  body  of  forces,  under  Count  Soro  and 
Geneial  Gorani,  who  made  an  irruption  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Abruzoo,,  and  UxAl  die  city  of  Aquila,  where 
th^  diftributsd  a  manifeAo,  in  which  .the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary exhorted  the  Neapolitans  ta  fhake  off  the  EpaniOt 
yokcy  and  fubmic.  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  This 
ftep,  however,  produced  little  or  no  eS'e£t ;  and  the  Au- 
flciMi  detadiaicnt  setired  at  the  approach  of  the  Duke  of 
Viewritfe,  with  a  &periot  number  of  forces.  In  Augufi, 
Covnt  Brown,  at  the  bead  of  anAufirian  detachment* 
fiirpf  [fed  Vdletri  in  the  night  i.  and  the  King  of  the  Two- 
Sidika,.  with  the  Duke  of  Modciia,  were  in  the  utmofl 
danger 
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BOOK    danger  of  being  taken.     They  efcaped  by  a  pofiwif  *ith 

^_  r  .  great  difficulty,  and  repaired  lo  the  quarters  of  Count 
174^  .  Gages,  who  performed  the  part  of  a  great  general  on 
thi»occafion.  He  rallied  the  fugitives,  difpelled  the  pa- 
nick  and  confufion  which  had  begun  to  prevail  )n  his 
camp,  and  made  a  difpofitian  for  cutting  oiF  the  retreat  of 
the  Auflrians.  Count  Brown,  finding  himfe'lf  in  danger- 
of  being  furrounded,  thought  proper  to  fecure  his  retreat* 
which  he  effefled  with  great  art  and  gallantry,  cacrying  off 
a  prodigious  booty.  Three  thoufand  Spaniards  arc  faid  to 
have  fallen  in  this  aflion  ;  and  eight  hundred  men  were 
taken,  with  fome  llandards  and  colours.  Count  Mariani* 
a  Neapolitan  genera!,  was  among  the  prifoners.  The 
Auflrlans  loft  about  fix  hundred  men;  and  General  No- 
vati  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy :  but  the  exploit 
produced  no  confequence  of  importance.  The  heats  of 
autumn  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Auftrians,  who  were  not 
accultomed  to  the  climate,  that  Prince  Lobkowitzfaw 
his  army  mouldering  away,  ■  without  any  poflibility  of 
its  being  recruited  :  befides,  the  country  was  fo  drained 
that  he  could  no  longer  procure  fubfitience.  Impelled  by 
thefe  confiderations,  he  meditated  a  retreat.  On  the 
eleventh  day  of  November,  he  decamped  from  Faiola, 
marched  under  the  walls  of  Rome,  pafled  the  Tybur  ac 
Ponte  Molle,  formerly  known  bythe  name  of  Pons  Mil- 
vius,  which  he  had  juft  time  to  break  down  behind  him, 
when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spaniards  and  Neapolitans  ap- 
peared. Part  of  his  rear-guard,  however,  was  taken, 
with  Count  Soro  who  commanded  it,  at  Nocera ;  and 
hi»  army  fuffered  greatly  by  defertion.  Neverthelcfs,  he 
continued  his  retreat  w^th  equal  ftil!  and  expedition, 
pafled  the  mountains  of  Gubio,  and  by  the  way  of  Vi- 
terbo  reached  the  Bolognefe.  The  Pope  was  altogethci' 
[lalfive.  In  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  he  had  ca- 
«ffed  Lobkowitz }  and  now  he  received  (he  King  of 
the  Two  Sicilies  with  marks  of  the  warjneft  affeStioOii 
That  prince,  having  vifited  the  chief  curiofities  of  Roiincf 
returned 


zee  by  Google 


GEORGE     n.  129 

teturhed  to  Naples,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  under  the    ^S.f,'*- 
command  of  Count  Gages.  v.— v-l  j 

^  XVI,  Fortune  likewife  favoured  his  brother  Don  "744- 
PJuIip  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.  He  was  early  in  the  fea- 
fen  joined  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army,  under  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Prince  of  Coati.  In  the  latter  end  of  March, 
the  combined  forces  paHed  the  Var,  reduced  the  Callle  of 
Afpreniont,  and  entered  the  city  of  Nice,  without  oppo- 
lition.  In  April,  they  attacked  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
who,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  was  ftrongjy  entrenched 
among  the  mountains  at  Villa-Franca,  The  a^ ion  was 
obftinatc  and  bloody ;  but  their  numbers  and  perfeverance 
prev^led.  He  masobliged  to  abandon  his  pods,  andem- 
barlc  on  board  of  the  Bricifh  fquadron,  which  tranfportcd 
him  and  his  troops  to  Vado.  The  intention  of  Don 
Pliilip  was  to  penetrate  through  the  territories  of  Genoa 
into  the  Milamtfe;  but  Admiral  Matthews,  who  hovered 
with  a  (Irong  fquadron  on  that  coaft,  fcnt  a  mefTdge  to  the 
lepublick,  declaring,  that  Oiould  the  combined  army  be 
iufiered  to  pals  through  her  dominions,  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  would  cpnfider  fuch  a  ftep  as  a  breach  of  their 
neutrality.  .The  fenate,  intimidated  by  this  intimation, 
•ntreatcd  the  princes  to  defift  from  their  defign  ;  and  they 
refolvedto  choofe  another  route.  They  de&Ied  towards 
Piedmont,  and  afikulted  the  ilrong  poll  of  Chatcau-Dau- 
pliine,  de£ei>ded  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  in  per&n.  After 
adefperate^tack,  in  which  they  lofl  four  thoufand  men, 
the  place  was  taken  :  thegarrifon  of  Demont  furrendered 
atdifcretion,  and  the  whole  f:ountry  of  Piedmont  was  laid 
Hndercontribution.  HisSardiruan  Majefty  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  hazacd  a  battle ;  and,  therefore,  polled  himfelf 
atSaluzzes,  in  order  to  cover  bis  capital.  The  combined 
army  advaoced  to  the  Arong  and  important  .town  of  Coni, 
which  was  invefted  In  the  beginning  of  Septe^iber.  Baron 
Leutram  the  governor  made  an.obflinate  defenfe,  and  the 
£ti»tiOn  of  the  place  was  fuch  ^s  rendered  the  fiege  diSi- 
Cult,  tedious,  and  Uoody.  The;Kingof  Sardinia  beipg 
re-enforced  by. ten  thoufand  Auftnans,  under  General  Pal- 
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BOOK  livlcini;  advanced  to  its  relief,  and  a  battle  cnfucd.  T^e 
^  '_f  action  Was  maintained  with  great  vigour  on  both  fidesi 
1744.  till  nighc,  when  his  Majefty  jinding  it  imprafitcable  to 
force  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  retired  in  good  order  to 
his  cam[l  at  Muraflb.  He  afterwards  found  means  to 
throw  a  rb-enforcement  andfupplyofprovirionsintoConi} 
and  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  this  period,  not  only  retard- 
ed, but  even  diipirlted  the  beficgcrs,  Neverthelefs,  the 
princes  perfifled  in  their  defign,  noCwithfliandtng  a  dearth  . 
ofprovifions,  and  the  approach  of  winter,  till  the  latter 
end  ftf  November,  when  the  Chevalier  de  Soto  entered 
the  place  with  fix  hundred  frefh  men.  This  incident  was 
'  no  fooner  known,  than  the  princes  abandoned  their  enter- 
prife-,  and  leaving  their  fick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Piedmonterc,  marched  back  to  Demont.  Having 
difmantled  the  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  retreated 
with  great  precipitation  to  Dauphine,  and  were  dread- 
fully harrafl'ed  by  the  Vaudots  and  light  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  who  now  again  fawhim- 
felf  in  pofl'effion  of  Piedmont.  The  French  troops  were 
<)uartcred  in  Dauphine:  but  Don  Philip  Hill  maintained 
his  footing  in  Savoy,  the  inhahitants  of  which  he  fleeced 
without  mercy. 

§  XVII.  After  the  action  at  Toulon,  nothing  of  confe- 
qucnce  was  achieved  by  the  firitifli  fquadron  in  the  Medi- 
terranean; and  indeed  the  naval  power  of  Great- Britain 
was,  during  the  fummer,  quite  ina^ive.  In  the  month 
of  June,  Commodore  Anfon  returned  from  bis  voyage  of 
three  years  and  nine  months,  in  which  he  had  furroundcd 
the  terraqueous  globe.  Wc  have  formerly  obferved,  that 
hefailed  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  South-Sea,  in  order 
to  annoy  the  Spanifti  fettlements  of  Chili  and  Peru.  Two 
of  his  large  ibips  having  been  fcparated  from  him  in  a  ftorm 
before  he  weathered  Cape-Horn,  had  put  in  at  Riodc 
Janiero,  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil^  from  whence  they  re- 
turned to  Europe.  A  frigate,  commanded  by  Captain 
Cheap,  was  (hipwrccked  on  a  defolate  illand  in  the  South- 
Sea.  Mr.  Anfon  having  undergone  a  dreadful  tempeft, 
which 


GEORGE     II.  131 

which  difpcricd  his  fleet,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  '^"*'** 
Fernandez,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  Glouccfter,  a  fliip  ^  '  j 
of  the  line,  a  Hoop,  and  a  pinlc  loaded  with  proviftons.  1744. 
The/e  weretheremains^of  his  fquadron.  He  made  prize 
of  feveral  veflcls ;  took  and  burned  the  little  town  of 
Payta ;  fet  fail  from  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  for  the  Phillip- 
pine  iflcs ;  and  in  this  palCige  tht  Gloucefter  was  aban-  ' 
doned  and  fuiik.:  the  other  veflels  had  been  deflroyed  for 
want  of  men  to  navigate  them,  fo  that  nothing  now  je- 
tnained  but  die  commodore's  own  {hip,  the  Centurion,  and 
that  but  very  indifferently  manned ;  for  the  crews  had 
been  horribly  thinned  by  ficknefs.  Incredible  were  the 
hardlhips  and  mifery  they  fuftained  from  the  {battered  con- 
dition of  the  {hips,  and  the  fcorbutick  diforder,  when  they 
reached  the  plentiful  illand  of  Tinian,  where  they  were 
fupplied  with  the  necelTary  refrefhments.  Thence  they 
profecuted  their  voyage  to  the  river  of  Canton  in  China, 
where  the  commodore  ordered  the  {hip  to  be  {heathed,  and 
found  means  to  procure  2  re-enforcement  of  faitors.  The 
chief  objeA  of  his  attention  was  the  rich  annual  fhip  that 
{ails  between  Acapuico  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla,  one  of 
tbePhillippineiflands.  In  hopes  of  intercepting  her,  he 
fet  fail  front  Canton,  and  {leered  his  courfe  back  to  the 
{{raits  of  Manilla,  where  {he  aaually  fell  into  his  hands, 
aftera{hort  hut  vigorous  engagement.  The  prize  was 
called  Neuftra  Signora  de  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty 
guns,  manned  with  fix  hundred  failors,  and  loaded  with 
treafure  and  effe^s  lo  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen thoufand  pounds  {lerling :  with  this  windfall,  here- 
turned  ro  Canton;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  the 
Cape  of  Good-Hope,  and  profecuted  his  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  arrived  in  fafety.  7'hough  this  fortunate 
commander  enriched  himfelfbyan  occurrence  that  may  be 
termed  almoft  accidental,  the  Briti{h  nation  was  not  in- 
demnified for  the  expenfe  of  the  expedition;  and  the  ori- 
ginal delign  was  entirely  defeated.  Had  the  Manilla 
fliip  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  Knglifh  commodore,  he 
might  have  been,  at  hii  return  to  England,  laid  afide  as  a 
K  2  fuperannuated 
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BO&R  ruperannuated  capMiri,  kttA  died  ia  obrcurity:  but  hn 
^■,_  '_--j  great  wealth  inveftfed  him  with  cbnfiderableinliueace,  and 
■744.  added  luftre  to  his  talents.  He  fobn  became  the  oracle 
which  was  confulted  in  all  naval  deliberations:  and  tbe 
King  raifed  hiih  to  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.  In  July,  Sir 
John  Balphen,  an  adiniral  of  approved  valour  and  great  ex-  . 
perience,  failed  From  Spithead  with  a  fti^sng  fquadron,  in 
queft  of  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  FfChch  fleet  at  Biefti 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Rochambaiflt.  In  the  bay 
of  Bifcay  he  was  overtlken  by  a  violent  ftorra,  that  dif^erfed 
the  tbips,  and  drove  them  up  the  EngliQi  channel.  Ad-' 
miral  Stewart,  wkh  the  greater  part  of  them,  arrived  at 
Plymoulhj  but  Sir  John  Balchen's  own  fliip,  the  Viflory, 
which  was  counted  the  moft  beautiful  firftrate  in  the 
VPorld,  foundered  at  fea;  and  this  brave  commander  pe- 
rifhed,  with  all  his  officers,  vblilntiers,  and  crew,  amount- 
ing to  eleven  hundred  choice  feamcn.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  Oflober,  after  the  fiegc  of  Friburg,  theMarOial  Duke 
de  Belleille,  and  his  brother,  happened,  in  their  way  to 
Berlin,  to  halt  at  a  viltage  in  the  foreft  of  Hartz,  depend- 
ent on  the  eleflorate  of  Hanover.  ThCTe  they  were  ap- 
I^rehended  by  the  bailiff  6f  the  place,  and  craduded  as 
prifoners  toOfterode;  from  whence  thtfy  were  removed  to 
Stade  on  the  Elbe,  where  they  embarked  for  England. 
They  refided  at  WindfortiH  the  following  year,  when  they 
were  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  cartel  which  had  been  efta- 
bliflied  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at  Franckfort, 
and  releafed  accordingly,  after  they  had  been  treated  by 
the  BtitiQi  nobility  with  that  refpe£l  and.  hofpitality  whicb 
was  due  to  thdr  rank  and  merit*. 

§  XVIIl.  The  diflentlons  in  the  BritiOi  cabinet  were 
now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  miniflry. 
Lord  Carteret,  who  was  by  this  time  Earl  Granville  in 
eohfequence  of  his -mother's  death,  had  engroiled  the  royal 
favour  fo  much,   that  the  Ddke  of  N — -  tnd  his  brother 

arc 

*Mr,  Pope,  theaUbrated  poet,  died  inthemaathof  Jui^  inOdoberi^e 

oldDuchefssf  MurlborouBhtefigBedher  brtMh,  in  the  eighlj- fifth  yttt  ef 

hsra|Oj  immtDfelytichj-indieij  littlengretted,  eitKet  b/  het  own  fWlj, 
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■re  faid  to  liave  taken  umbrage  at  hit  influence  an<l  great- 
nds.  He  had  incurred  the  rercnimcnt  of  thofe  who  were  ^ 
difttnguiihed  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots,  and  entirtdy 
forfeited  his  popularitv.  The  two  brothers  were  very 
powerful  by  their  parliamentary  intercft:  tbey  knew  their 
own  ftrength,  and  engaged  in  apolitical  alliance  with  t)ie 
leading  men  in  the  oppoHtioq,  againfl  the  prime  minifter 
and  bis  (n«>Iur^.  This  coalition  \yas  dignified  with  thp 
epithet  of"  The  ^road  Bottom,"  as  if  ithadbeeneftabllfli- 
ed  on  a  ^ue  conftitutional  foundation,  comprehending  in- 
dividuals of  every  clafs,  without  diftinSionof  party.  The 
appellation,  however,  which  they  afTumed  wis  afterwards 
converted  into  a  term  of  derifion.  TheHarlof  G  ^ 
perceiving  the  gathering  fiorm,  and  forefeeing  the  im- 
poffbilicy  of  withftanding  fuch  an  oppofition  in  parlia* 
nienC,  wifely  avoided  the  impending  danger  and  difgrace, 
by  a  voluntary  reGgnation  of  his  employments.  Tbf 
E^rl  of  Harrington  fucCeeded  him  as  fecretary  of  ftate. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  appointed  Hxii  lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  the  ^arl  of  OeQeriiel^  declared  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland.  The  Lords  Gower  and  Cobham  were 
re-eft^lif}ied  in  the  offices  they  had  ^-efigned :  Mr.  Lyttclr 
ton  was  admitted  as  a  commi£Ioner  of  the  Treafury ;  even 
Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted  of  a  place  at  court;  and 
Sir  John  Phillips  fat  at  the  board  of  trade  and  plan tations^ 
though  be  foon  renounced  this  employment.  This  was 
fr^ther  a  change  of  men  than  of  meafures,  and  turned  que 
to  the  eafe  and  advantage  of  the  fQvereign ;  for  his  views 
were  no  longer  thwarted  by  an  ob^inate  oppofition  in 
parliament.  The  felSon  vfis  opeqed  on  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  November,  in  the  ufual  planner.  The  Commons 
unanimoufly  granted  about  fuc  millions  and  an  half  for 
jhe  fervicc  of  the  cnfuing  year,  to  be  raifed  by  the  land, 
the  malt,  and  the  falc-taxes,  the  finking-fund,  and  an 
addicionalduty  onwines.  In  January,  the  Earl  of  Chefler- 
,  fidd  fct  out  for  the  Hague,  with  the  charafler  of  am- 
balTador  extraordinary,  to  perfuade,  if  po{Eble,  the  States- 
General  to  engage  heartily  in  the  war.  About  the  fame 
K  3  time. 
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BOOK     time,  a  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  was  ftgned  at  War- 

^-.  '  .  faw,  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  King  of  Poland, 
1744.  and  the  maritime  powers.  This  was  a  mutual  guarantee 
of  the  dominions  belonging' to  the  contrafting  partifii:. 
but  his  Polifli  majefty  was  paid  for  his  concurrence,  wftfe 
an  annual  fubfidy  of  one  hundred  aAd  £fty  thoufand 
pounds,  two  thirds  of  which  were  defrayed  by  England,  . 
and  the  remainder  was  difljurfed  by  the  United  Pro- 
vinces*. 

An.  1745.  §  XIX.  The  bufinefs  of  the  Brilifli  parliament  being 
difcufled,  the  feilion  was  clofed  in  the  beginning  of 
May;  and  immediately  after  the  prorogation  the  King 
fet  out  for  Hanover.  The  death  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  VII.  which  happened  in  the  month  of  January, 
had  entirely  changed  the  face  of  alFairs  in  the  em- 
pire, and  all  the  princes  of  Germany  were  in  commotion. 
The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  confort  to  her  Hungarian 
Majefty,  was  immediately  declared  a  candidate  for  the 
Imperial  crown  ;  while  his  pretenfions  were  warmly  op- 
pofed  by  the  French  King  and  his  allies.  The  court  of 
Vienna,  taking  advantage  of  the  late  Emperor's  death, 
fent  an  army  to  invade  Bavaria  in  the  month  of  March, 
under  the  conduft  of  General  Bathiani,  who  routed 
the  French  and  Palatine  troops  at  PfifFenhovcn ;  took 
poUelfion  of  Rain  ;  furrounded  and  difarmed  fix  thoufand 
HelBans  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ingoldftadt  ;  and  drove 
the  Bavarian  forces  out  of  the  ele^orate.  The  young 
ele^or  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  capital,  and  retire  to 
J\ug{burgh,  where  he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  lofing 
all  his  dominions.  In  this  emergency,  he  yielded  to 
the  carneft  follicitations  of  the  Emprefs  his  mother,  en- 
fOTced  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  the  Eleftorof  Cologn, 
and  of  his  general,  Count  SeckendorfF,  who  exhorted  h1rn 

«  Robert  Eirl  of  Ocford,  litt  prime  min1<lei'>  died  Id  March,  after 
having  for  a  very  Ikoli  time  enjoyed  a  penfiHi  of  four  thoufand  poundi  granttd 
(.y  ihe  crown,  In  Mniideritiun  of  his  pall  fervicej.  Though  he  had  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time  ditefted  the  applicalion  of  the  publjik  tieafure,  hi) 
circulhtlahcei  were  not  alHiienE  1  he  wai  libetal  in  hii  diCpolitioa,  aoi  bad 
fujh.a  number  of  ripicious  deBeadvM  to  gtatilj,  tbit  little  was  left  for 
hit  pwn  private  occafioni. 
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iohs  reconciled  to  the  court  of  Vienna.  A  itegociitioa  chap. 
W2S  immediaCely  begun  at  Fueflen,  where  in  April  the  ,_,-',_, 
treaty  was  concluded.  The  Queen  confcntcd  to  recog-  i745r 
nize  the  imperial  dignity,  as  having  been  vcftcd  in  the 
perfon  of  his  father;  to  acknowledge  his  mother  as-Etn- 
preTs  Dowager ;  to  rellorc  bis  dominions,  with  all  the 
fortrefies,  artillery,  ftores,  and  ammunition,  which  {he 
had  talcen  :  on  the  other  hand,  he  renounced  all  claim  to 
the  fucceffion  of  her  father,  and  became  guarantee  qf  the 
pragmatick  fandion :  he  acknowledged  the  validity  of 
the  electoral  vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  perfon  of  the  Queen; 
and  engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  Grand  Ouke,  at 
the  enfuing  election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans.  Until 
that  fhould  be  determined,  both  parties  agreed  that  Ingold- 
iladt  (hould  he  garrifoned  by  neutral  troops  ;  and  that 
Sraunau  and  Schardingen,  with  all  the  country  lying 
between  the  Inn  and  the  Saltza,  {hould  remain  in  the 
Queen's  pofTeiBon,  though  without  prejudice  to  the  civil 
government,  or  the  Zle&.ot't  revenue.  In  the  mean 
time  he  difmifled  the  auxiliaries  that  were  in  his  pay^  and 
they  were  permitted  to  retire  without  moleftadon. 

§  XX.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  now  fecured  the  votes 
of  all  the  cle&ors,  except  thofc  of  Brandenburgh  and  the 
Palatinate.  Neverthelefs,  France  aflembled  a  powerful 
army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Franckfort*  in  order  to  in- 
fluence the  elcfiion.  But  the  Auftrian  army,  commanded 
J>y  the  Grand  Duke  in  perfon,  marched  thither  from  thf 
Danube  ;  and  the  Prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repafs 
the  Rhine  at  Nordlingen.  Then  the  Great  Duke  repaired 
to  Franckfort,  where,  on  the  fecond  day  of  September^ 
he  was  by  a  majority  of  voices  declared  king  of  the 
Roftians,  and  emperor  of  Germany.  Mean  while  the 
KingofPruffia  had  made  great  progrefi  in  the  conqueft 
of  SileTia.  The  campaign  began  in  January,  when  the 
Hungarian  infurgents  were  obliged  to  retire  into  Moravia. 
In  the  following  month  the  PrulEan  General  Lehwald 
defeated  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  Auftrians,  commanded 
by  General  Hel&ich  :  the  town  of  Ratibor  was  uken  by 
K  4  "affault  ^ 
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BOOK    affaultj   and  the  King  eiiteWd'  Silefis  in  May,  at  the  htfad 

^  __'  ,_|  of  fevenly  fhoufand  men.  ?riftct  Chbrhs  of  Lorraine^ 
1745.  being  joined  by  the  Duke  of  SaXfl-Wcflcnfeh  atid  twenty- 
thouftnil  Saxoris,  penetrated  into  Silefta  by  the  defiles  of 
Landihut ;  and  wtre  attacked  by  (lis  PrulBan  Majefty  in 
the  plains  of  Striegan,  mar  Friedbetg.  The  battle  was 
maintained  from  morning  till  noon,  when  the  Saxons 
giving  Way,  Prince  Charles  was  obliged  to  retire  with  the 
loft  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  number  of 
Colours,  ftandards,  and  artillery.  This  yiflory,  obtained  on* 
the  fourth  day  of  June,  complete  as  it  was,  did  not  proyo 
decifive  ;  for,  though  the  vii^or  transferred  the  feat  of  the 
\var  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by  railing 
Contributions  in  that  country,  the  Auih-iana  rcfolved  to 
hazard  another  engagement.  Their  aim  was  to  furprife 
him  in  his  camp  at  Sc^r,  which  they  attacked  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  at  day-brCalc  :  but  they  met  with  fuch 
a  warm  reception,  that  notwithflanding  their  repeated  ef- 
forts daring  the  (pace  of  four  hours,  they  were  repulted 
■frith  confider able  damage,  and  retreated  to  Jaromire,  leaving 
five  thoufand  killed  upon  (he  fpot,  befides  two  thoufand 
Aatwere  taken,  with  many  ftandards,  and  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  lofs  of  this  battle  wa«  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  irregulars,  who  having  pene- 
trated into  the  Pruffian  camp,  began  to  pillage  with  great 
eagernefs,  giving  the  King  an  opportunity  to  rally  hi* 
difordered  troops,  and  reftore  tlje  battle;  neverthelefs, 
they  retired  with  the  plunder  of  his  baggage,  including 
tiis  military  cheft,  the  officers  of  his  chancery,  h>s  own 
fceretary,   and  all  the  papers  of  his  cabinet. 

§  XXr.  After  this  aflion  his  Pruffian  Majefty  retarned 
to  Berlin,  and  breathed  nothing  but  peace  and  modera- 
tion. In  Auguft  he  h»d  figned  a  convention  with  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  who  became  guarantee  of  hit 
poffeffions  in  Silefia,  as  yielded  by  the  treaty  of  BreJIau  1 
and  he  promifcd  to  vote  for  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany 
%c  the  elefiion  of  an  emperor.  This  was  intended  as 
the  bafis  of  a  -more  general  accommodation.  But  he 
I  now 
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now  pKtended  to  have  received  undoubted  intetUgcjiC4  fVAf. 
that  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  hafi  .  '_  _  . 
agreed  to  invade  Brandenburgb  with  thtce  diiTereiit  tr-  u^g. 
mies}  and  that  for  this  purpofe  his  Polifli  Majcfty  had 
denuLndcd  of  the  Czarina  the  fuccoun  ftipulatcd  b/ 
treaty  between  the  two  crowni.  Alarmed,  or  feemlngly 
alarmed,  at  this  Information,  he  follicitcd  tho  maritime 
powers  to  fulfil  their  'engagements,  and  ioteipofe  thctf 
good  offices  with  the  court  of  Pctcrfburgh.  Yet,  far  from 
waiting  for  the  refult  of  thefe  remonftrances,  he  made  a 
fudden  irruption  into  Lufatia,  took  pofTelfion  of  Gorlita, 
and  obliged  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  ta  retire  befoFp 
him  into  Bohemia.  Then  he  entered  Leipfick,  and  laid 
Saxony  under  contribution.  The  King  of  Poland,  un- 
able to  refift  the  torrent,  quitted  bis  capital,  and  took  iB- 
fugc  in  Prague.   .His  troops,   re-enforced  by  a  body  of  , 

Aullxians,  were  defeated  at  Pirna  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December;  and  his  Pruflian  Majefty  became. mafter  of 
Drefdeo  without  further  oppofuion.  The  King  of  Po- 
land, thus  deprived  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  wu 
fain  to  zcquieTce  in  fuch  terms  as  the  conqueror  thought 
proper  to  impofe  j  and  the  treaty  of  Drefden  was  con- 
cluded, under  the  mediation  of  his  BrJtannick  MajeiJy. 
By  this  convention  the  King  of  PrulCa  retained  all  the 
contributions  he  had  levied  in  Saxony ;  and  was  entitled 
to  a. million  of  German  crowns,  to  be  paid  by  his  Po- 
lifli  Majefty  at  the  next  fair  of  Leipfick.  He  and  the 
Ele^r  Palatine  contented  to  acknowledge  the  Grand 
Duke  as  Emperor  of  Germany;  and  this  laft  confirmed 
to  his  Pruflian  Majefly  certain  privileges  at  nm  evocandst 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  late  Emperor,  with  regaid 
to  fame  territories  pofleiled  by  the  King  of  PruJCGa, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  elc<3.orate  of  firandenhmigb. 
Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  the  Pjcuf- 
fian  troops  evacuated  Saxony ;  and.  the  peace  of  Germa- 
ny was  reQored. 

§  XXII,  Though  the  French  King  could  not  prevent 
the  elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  Imperiai  throoc, 
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*  °  p  ^  'he  rerolved  to  humble  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  making  a 
■  '  .  conqueft  of  the  Netherlands.  A  prodigious  army  was  there 
*74s-  alTembled,  undertheaufptcesof  MarerchalCoontdeSaxe; 
and  his  Mod  Chriftian  MajcHy,  with  the  Dauphin,  ar- 
riving in  the  camp,  they  invcfied  the  ftrong  town  of 
Toutnay  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  The  Dutch  garri- 
fon  confilted  of  eight  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  old 
Baron  Dorth,  who  made  a  vigorous  dcfenfc.  The  Duke 
of  Cumberland  afTumed  the  chief  command  of  the  allied 
army  aflembled  at  Soignies  :  he  was  afliftcd  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Count  Konigfeg,  an  Auftrian  general,  and 
the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  commander  of  the  Dutch  forces'. 
Their  army  was  greatly  inferior  in  number  tg  that  of  the 
enemy  ;  neverthelcfs,  they  refolvcd  to  march  to  the  relief 
of  Tournay.  They  accordingly  advanced  to  Leufej  and 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April  took  port  at  Maulbre, 
in  fight  of  the  French  army,  which  was  encamped  on  an 
eminence^  from  the  village  of  Antoine  to  a  large  wood 
beyond  Vezon,  -having  Fontenoy  in  their  front.  Next 
day  was  employed  by  the  allies  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
fome  outpofts,  and  clearing  the  defiles  through  which 
they  were  obliged  to  advance  to  the  attack  ;  while  the 
French  completed  their  batteries,  and  made  the  moft  for- 
midable preparations  for  their  reception.  On  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  having  made  the 
proper  difpofitions,  began  his  march  to  the  enemy  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  a  bri(k  cannonade  enfued  j  and 
about  nine  both  armies  were  engaged.  The  Britifli  in- 
fantry drove  the  French  beyond  their  lines  :  but  the  left 
wing  failing  in  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Fontenoy,  and 
the  cavalry  forbearing  to  advance  on  the  flanks,  they 
meafured  back  their  ground  with  fome  diforder,  from  the 
prodigious  fire  of  the  French  batteries.  They  rallied, 
however,  and  returning  to  the  charge  with  redoubled  ar- 
dour, repulfed  the  enemy  to  their  camp  with  great  flaugh- 
ter:  but,  being  wholly  unfupported  by  the  other  wing, 
and  expofed  both  in  front  and  flank  to  a  dreadful  iire, 
whi'ch  did  great  execution,  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  make 
4  .  thQ 
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the  neceflaiy  difpofitions  for  a  retreat  about  three  o'clock    Chap, 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  this  wai  effefled  in  tolerable  order.    ,  ' 

The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obftinacy,  and  the  car-  -I745. 
«age  on  both  iides  was  very  confiderabJe.  The  allies  loft 
about  twelve  thouCiind  men,  including  a  good  number  of 
officers  J  among  thefc  were  Lieutenant-General  Campbell, 
and  Major-General'  Ponfonby.  The  vi^ory  coft  the 
French  almofl  an  equal  number  of  lives ;  and  no  honoilr 
was  loft  by  thevanquifhed.  Had  the  allies  given  battle 
on  the  preceding  day,  before  the  enemy  bad  taken  their 
meafures,  and  received  all  their  re -enforcements,  thej^ 
■night  have  fucceeded  in  their  endeavours  to  relieve  Tour- 
nay.  Although  the  attack  was  generally  judged  ralh  and 
precipitate,  the  fiiitifh  and  Hanoverian  troops  fought 
with  fuch  intrepidity  and  perfeverance,  that  if  they  had 
been  properly  fuftained  by  the  Dutch  forces,  and  their 
flanks  covered  by  the  cavalry,  the  French,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, would  have  been  obliged,  to  abandon  their  enter- 
prite.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  left  his  fick  and 
-wounded  to  the  humanity  of  the  vigors  ;  and  retiring  to 
Aeth,  encamped  in  an  advantageous  fituation  at  Leffinel. 
The  garrifon  of  Tournay,  though  now  deprived  of  all 
hope  of  fuccour,  maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  June,  when  the  governor  obtained  an  honourable 
capitulation.  After  the  conqueft  of  this  frontier,  which 
was  difmanded,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  apprehending 
the  enemy  had  a  defign  upon  Ghent,  fent  a  detachment 
of  four  thoufand  men  to  re-enforce  the  garrifon  of  that 
city:  but  they  fell  into  an  ambufcade  at  Pas-du-mSle; 
and  ware  killed  or  taken,  except  a  few  dragoons  that 
efcaped  to  Oflend :  on  that  very  night,  which  was  the 
twelfth  of  June,  Ghent  was  furprifed  by  a  detachment  of 
the  French  anny.  Then  they  invefted  Oftend,  which, 
though  defended  by  an  Englifli  garrifon,  and  open  to  the 
fea,  was  after  a  fhort  ftege  furrendered  by  capitulation  on 
fbe  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft.  Pendermonde,  Oude- 
tiatde,  Newport,  and  Aeth  underwent  the  fame  fate ; 
while  the  allied  army  lay  entrenched  beyond  the  canal  of 
Antwerp. 
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Antwerp.   The  Frendi  King  having  Aibdued  the  greitcft 
I  part  of  the  Aufiiian  Netherlands,  returned  to  Paris,  whicb 
he  entered  in  triumph. 

§  XXIII.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  unpropitioiu  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Count 
Gages  pailcd  the  Appennines,  and  entered  the  ftue  of  Luc- 
ca :  from  thence  he  proceeded  by  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
Genoa  to  Leftride -Levantc.  Thejundionof  the  two 
wnues  wa»  thus  accoihplilbed,  and  re-cnforced  with  ten 
thoufand-Genoefe:  mean  while  Prince  Lobkowitz  de- 
camped from  Modena,  and  took  poll  at  Parma :  but  he 
was  fooR  fucoeedad  by  Count  Schuylemberg,  and  fent  to 
command  the  Auftrians  in  Sohemia,  The  Spantatda  en- 
tered the  Milande  without  further  oppofition.  Count 
Gegea,  with  thirty  thoulaod  men,  took  pofleffioK  of  Serra- 
valle;  and  advancing  towards  Placentia,  obliged  the 
AiiArUns.to  cetire  under  ihc  cannon  of  Tortona:  but 
vbeo  Don  Philip,  at  the  head  of  forty  thaufand  t^oc^, 
■ttde  htmfelf  mailer  of  Acqui,  the  King  pf  Sardinia  and 
the  Auftrisn  general,  unable  to  lUm  the  torrent,  re- 
treated behind  the  Tanaro.  The  fitrpng  citadel  of  Tofto- 
.na  was  tafeen  by  the  Spaniatd»,  who  lilwwife  reduced 
Farma  and  Placcntia ;  and  forcing  the  p^flage  of  the  Ta- 
naro, ooapdled  his  Sardinian  Majelly  to  take  fltelter  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Pq.  Then  Pavia  was  won  by  fca- 
lade ;  and  the  city  of  Milan  fubmitted  Co  the  Infant, 
though  the  Auftrian  garrifon  ftill  maintainol  the  citadel : 
all  PiedoKnt,  on  both  fidea  of  the  Po,  at  for  a?  Turin, 
was  reduced,  and  even  that  capital  threatened  with  a 
.  Jiege:  fo  that  by  the  n^ntb  of  October  the  terrii;Qrics  be< 
longing  to  dtc  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  Italy,  were  wholly 
fuhduedt  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  ftrippe^of  all  his  do- 
tniflion?:  yet  he  continued  firm  and  tr.ue  to  bis  engage- 
noNts,  fmd  deaf  toallpropofalsof  a  fepanite  accommo- 
dation. 

.  $KXIV.  The  naval  tnui£u%ions  of  Great- Britun  were 
in  the.courie  of  this  year  remarkably  fpirited.  In  the 
MedkeriMea«,  Admiral  Rowley  had  fucceeded  Matthews 


..Cicioglc 


Vllt 


G    E    O    R    G    E     H.  I4« 

ui  the  command :  Savotiat  Geooa,  Fioal,  St.  Remoi  witb  *^J',^'*- 
Baftia,  tbe  capital  of  Corfica,  were  bombudcd :  feveral  , 
SpantOi  lliipt  were  taken :  but  he  could  not  prevent  the 
&fe  arrival  <rf  their  rich  Havannah  fquadron  bt  Corunna. 
Commodore  Barnet,  in  the  Esfl-lndies,  made  prize  of 
fcveral  Frfench  &tp9  richly  laden ;  and  Commodore  Town- 
fii^id,  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  toolc  about  thirty  mer- 
chant  lliips  belongiilg  to  the  enemy,  under  convoy  of  four 
fliips  of  war,  two  of  which  were  deAroyed,  The  Eaglifli 
privateers  like^ire  met  with  uncommon  fuccefs.  But  the 
mxA  important  achievement  was.  the  conquefl  of  Louif- 
bourg  on  thd  ille  of  Cape-Breton,  in  North- America;  a 
fdacc  of  great  confequcnce,  Which  the  French  had  for- 
tified at  a  [oadigioua  cxpenfe.  The  fcheme  of  reducing 
this  fortF^s  was  planned  in  Boflon,  recommended  by  their 
general  aflembly,  and  approved  by  his  Majefty,  who  fcnt 
uiftrod:ion9  to  Commodore  Warren,  ftationed  oiF  the  Lee- 
ward-Iflands,  to  fail  for  the  northern  parts  of  America, 
and  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  New-England  in  this 
expedition,  A  body  of  fix  thoufandmen  was  formed  un- 
der tbe  cohdufl  of  Mr.  Pepperel,  atrader  of  PifcaUquay, 
whofe  influence  w^s  extenfive  in  that  country ;  though 
he  wis  a  man  of  littie  or  no  education,  and  utterly  unao- 
quuntedwith  military  operatkihs.  In  April  Mr.  Warren 
arrived  at  Canfo  with  ten  fliip^  of  war ;  and  the  troops  of 
Mew^Engluid  being  embarked  in  tranfports,  failed  im- 
mediately for  the  ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  where  they  landed 
Withtfilit  oppoTttion^  The  enemy  abandoned  their  grand 
battcfy^  Which  Was  detached  from  the  town :  and  the  im- 
meflifttC  feifiKe  of  itcoiicrTbuted  inagood  tnsatiireto  the 
fuccifs  6f  the  enterprift.  While  the  American  troops, 
K-enforctd  by  eight  hundred  marines,  cwried  on  their 
^l^achestrylartd,  ttiefqWadron  blocked  up  the  place  bjr 
feainfud^a'iftemner,  that  no firCcoOPs could  beintroduced. 
AFrtnchfhip  of  the  dine,  withfonw  ftMaller  veiTels  de>- 
ftihed  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon,  were  intercepted  and 
tkkeh^y  the  Briti^  cruifers;  and^  indecJd,  'the  redu^ion 
iif  Ltfidfbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and  aflivity 

of 


t>Goo<^lc        _ 


Ht  HISTORY    OF    EWGLAND. 

BOOK    of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the braveft  and beft  officers  in  die' 

,  -  i' I  ^  fcrvice  of  England,  The  operations  of  the  fiege  weici 
1745-  wholly  conduced  by  the  engineers  and  officers  who  com' 
manded  the  Britlfh  marines  j  and  the  Americans  being  ig- 
norant of  war,  were  contented  to  aS:  under  their  direc-' 
tions.  The  town  beiiig  conliderably  damaged  by  the 
bombs  and  bullets  of  the  befiegers,  and  the  garrifon  de-. 
fpairing  of  relief,  the  governor  capitulated  on  the  feven-- 
teenth  day  of  June,  whenthecity  of  Louifbourg,  and  the 
ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  wo'e  furrendered  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty.  The  garrifon.  and  inhabitants  engaged  diat 
they  wou  Id  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  months  agunft  Great -^ 
Briuin  or  her  allies ;  and  being  embarked  in  fourteen 
cartel  (hips,  were  tranfported  to  Rochefort.  In  afew  days 
after  the  furrender  of  Louifbourg,  two  French  Eaft-India 
ibips,  and  another  from  Peru,  laden  with  treafure,  failed  in-; 
to  the  harbour,  on-the  fuppofition  that  it  flill  belonged  to 
France,  and  were  taken  by  the  Englitb  fquadron. 

§  XXV.  The  news  of  this  conquefl  being  tranfmitted  to 
England,  Mr.  Pepperel  was  preferred  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain,  and  congratulatory  ad  d  relies  wero 
prefented  to  the  King  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty^s-arms. 
The  pofTellion  of  Cape-Breton  was,  doubtlefs,  a  valuable 
acquiiition  to  Great  Britain.  It  not  only  diRrefled  th« 
French  in  their  iilbery  and  navigation,  but  removed  all 
fears  of  encroachment  and  rivalfhip  from  the  Englilh  fifliers 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  It  freed  New-England 
from  the  terrours  of  a  dangerous  neighbour  j  over-awed  the 
Indians  of  that  country ;  and  fecured  the  polTelBon  of 
Acadia  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  The  plan  of 
this  conqueft  was  originally  laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty, 
judge-advocate  of  the  court  of  Admiralty  in  New- En- 
gland. He  demonSraCed  that  the  reduSion  of  Cape- 
Breton  would  put  the  Englifli  in  fole '  poflcffion  of  the 
fifliery  of  North-America,  which  would  annually  return 
to  Great-Britain  two  millions  fterling  for  the  manu- 
factures yearly  fbipped  to  the  plaatattons;  employ  many 
tboufantt 
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thoufand  families  that  were  otherwire  unrcrriceable  to  the 
publicic;  increafe  the  Ihipping  and  mariners;  extend  , 
navigation  -,  cut  off  all  communication  between  France 
and  Canada  by  the  river  St,  Laurence  ;  fo  that  Quebeclc 
would  fall  of  courfe  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifhi  who 
might  expel  the  Frenqh  entirely  from  America,  open  s 
corcefpondence  with  the  remote  Indians,  and  render  them- 
felvcs  mailers  of  the  profitable  fur-trade,  which  was  now 
engrolTed  by  the  enemy.  The  natives  of  New-England 
acquired  great  glory  from  the  fuccefs  of  this  enterprife. 
Priuin,  which  had  in  fome  inftances  behaved  lilte  a 
flepmother  to  her  own  colonies,  was  now  convinced  of 
their  importance ;  and  treated'thofe  as  brethren  whom  flie 
had  too  long  confidered  as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circum- 
flanced  as  the  nation  is,  the  Icgiflature  cannot  too 
tenderly  cherifh  the  interefts  of  the  Britilh  plantations 
■in  America.  They  are  inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy,  in- 
duftriaus  people,  animated  with  an  adtve  fpirit  of  com- 
merce ;  mfpired  with  a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence. The  trade  of  Great  Britain,  clogged  with 
heavy  taxes  and  impofitions,  has  for  fome  time  languiihed 
in  many  valuable  branches.  The  French  have  underfold 
our  cloths,  and  fpoiled  our  piarltets  in  the  Levant.  Spain 
ia  no  longer  fupplied  as  ufual  with  the  commodities  of 
England  :  the  exports  to  Germany  muft  be  confiderably 
diminiffaed  by  the  mifunderSanding  between  Great-Bri- 
tain and  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  confequently  her  greateft 
refource  muft  be  in  her  communication  with  her  own  co- 
lonies, which  confume  her  manufai5tures,  and  make  im- 
'  menfe  returns  in  fugar,  rum,  tobacco,  filh,  timber,  naval 
ftoreS,  iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice,  and  indigo.  The  fouthem 
-plantations  likewife  produce  fillt ;  and  with  due  encourage- 
ment might  furnifh  every  thing  that  could  be  expcAed 
from  the  moft  fertile  foil  and  the  happieft  climate.  The 
continent  of  North- America,  if  properly  cultivated,  will 
prove  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  wealth  and  ftrcngth  to 
Creat-Britain  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  become  the  laft  afylum 
of  Bfltifli  liberty,  when  the  nation  is  enUaved  hy  do- 
iTiefticfc    , 
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BOOK    mefHck  dcfpotifm  or  foreign  dominion  j    when  her  fub- 

i|_^_— I  J  ftance  is  wafted,  her  fpirit  broke,  and  the  \avva  yid  con^ 
t74j.  ({jtution  of  England  are  no  more:  then  thofe  colonics* 
knt  off  by  our  fathers,  may  receive  and  entertain  their 
Ions  as  haplefs  exiles,  and  ruined  refugees, 
■■  §  XXVI.  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the 
tfles  of  America  were  thus  cxpoled  to  the  ravages  of  war, 
and  fubje(9ed  to  foch  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  Great-Bri- 
tain underwent  a  dangerous  coiivulftan  in  her  av(n 
bowch.  The  fon  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  G«orge,  fired 
with  ambition,  and  animated  with  the  hope  of  alcending 
the  throne  of  his  ancedors,  refotved  to  make  an  effort  for 
that  purpoie,  which,  though  it  might  not  be  crowned 

,  With  fuccefs,   fhould  at  leaft  aflonifh  all  .Chrifiendom. 

The  Jacobites  in  England  and  Scotland  had  promifed,. 
that  if  he  would  land  in .  Britain  at  the  head  of  a  regular 
army,  they  would  fupply  him  with  provifions,  carriages, 
and  hOTfes,  and  a  great  number  of  theiif  declared  the/ 
-would  take  up  arms,  and  join  his  ftandard  :  but  they  dif- 
approved  of  his  coming  over  without  forces^  as  a  dange- 
rous cmerpfife,  that  would  in  all  probability  end  in  the 
ruin  of  himfelf  and  all  his  adherents.  This  advice,  ia- 
-  eluding  an  exz&  detail  of  his  father's  intereft,  with  the 
^  'difpofitions  of  his  particular  friends  in  every  town  and 
county,  "Was  tranifniitted  to  London  in  January,  in  order 
to  be  f<M>warded  to  Prince  Charles :  but  the  perfon  v>th 
whom  it  was  entruiled  could  find  no  fafe  method  of  con-  ' 
veyance ;  fo  tihat  he  fen^  it  back  to  Scotland,  from  whence 
it  was  defpaKrbed  to  France;  but  before  it  reiiched  PariSi 
'Cfaarles  Intd  kft  that  kingdom.  .Had  the.pi4>er  come  to 
Jiis  hands  in  due  tlnje,  perhaps  he  'would  not  have  em- 
^rked  in  the  undertaking,  though  be  was  flimulated  to  . 
theMtempt  by  many  concurring  motives.  Certain  it  is, 
he  was  cajoled  by  the  fanguine  mifreprefentatiqns  of  a 
ifew  adventurers,  who  hoped  to  profit  by  the  expedition. 
They  affured  him  that  the  whole  nation  was  difafiefted  to 
the  reigning  family :  that  the  people  could  no  longer  bear 
the  i^^menle  Ipad  of  t^xes,  whjch  was  daily  increafing ;  and 
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that  the  moft  confiderable  perfonsof  the  kingdoih  would  chap. 
gladly  feife  the  fifft  opportunity  of  crowding  to  hia  ftan-  ^  .  '  ^^^ 
dard.  On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  the  Britifli  govern-  174;. 
ment  had  taken  fome  eiFediual  Heps  to  alienate  the  friends 
of  his  houfe  from  the. principles  they  had  hitherto  pro- 
fcfled.  Some  of  them  had  accepted  po(ts  and  penfions: 
others  were  preferred  in  the  army  ^  and  the  parllamenC 
were  fo  attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that  he  had  no- 
thing to  hope  from  their  deliberations  He  expedltd  no 
material  fuccourfrom  the  court  of  France:  he  foteiaw 
that  delay  would  diminifh  the  number  of  his  adhe- 
rents in  Great-Britain ;  and,  therefore,  refolved  to  feife 
the  prefent  occafion,  which  in  many  refpefls  was  propi- 
tious to  his  defign.  Wit^utdoubt,  had  he  been  properly 
fupported,  he  could  not  have  found  a  more  favourable 
.opportunity  of  exciting  an  intefiine  commotion  in  Great- 
Britain:  for  Scotland  was  quite  unfurniflied  with  troops  j 
King  George  was  in  Germany;  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
bnd,  'at  the  head  of  the  Britifli  army,  was  employed  in 
Flanders,  and  great  parf  of  the  Highlanders  were  keen  for 
infurre^ion.  Thfir  natural  principles  were  on  this  occa- 
fion  flimulated  by  the  fuggeftions  of  revenge.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  a  regiment  of  thofe  people  had 
been  formed,  and  tranfported  with  the  reft  of  the  Britifh 
troops  to  Flanders.  Before  they  were  embarked,  a  num- 
ber of  them  deferted  with  their  arms,  on  pretence  that 
they  had  been  decoyed  into  the  fervice,  by  promifes  and 
alTurances  that  they  ihould  never  be  feht  abroad,;  and 
this  was  really  the  cafe.  They  were  overtaken  by  a 
body  of  horfe,  perfuaded  to  fubmic,  brought  back  to  Lon- 
don pinioned  like  malefa£lors,  and  tried  for  defertion. 
Three  were  fliot  to  death  in  Urtorem ;  and  the  reft  were 
feiit  in  exile  to  the  plantations.  Thofe  who  fuffered  were 
perfons  of  fome  confcquence  in  their  own  country  ;  and 
.their  fate  was  deeply  refented  by  the  clans  to  which- 
they  belonged.  It  was  confidered  as  a  national  outrage ; 
and  the  Highlanders,  who  are  naturally  vindi£tive,  waited 
impatiently  foran  opportunity  of  vengeance,  ■  , 
Vol,  ill.  L  §  XXVII. 
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§  XXVII.  The  young  Pretwxlcr  being  {aTai&ti 
with  a  Aim  of  money,  and  a  iupply  of  strata,  on  his 
private  credit,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  French 
court,  wrote  leECtrs  to  his  friends  in  Scotland,  explaining 
his  delign  and  fituation,  intimatiiig  the  place  where  h« 
intended  to  land,  communicating  a  private  fignal,  and 
afliiring  them  he  fliould  be  with  them  by  the  middle  of 
June.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  be  embarked  on 
board  of  a  fmall  frigate  at  Port  Si.  Nazaire-^  accompanied 
by  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  Sir  Thorrras  Sheridan» 
Sir  John  Macdonald,  witb  a  few  other  Irifti  and  Scottiih 
~  adventurers ;  and  fetting  fa^  on'  the  fourteenth  ^  July* 
was  joined  off  Belleifle  by  the  Elifabeth,  a  French  &ip 
of  war,  mounted  with  lixty-£x  guns,  as  his  convoy*. 
Their  defign  was  to  fail  round  Ireland,  and  land  in  the 
weAern  part  of  Scotland :  but  fallir^  in  with  the  LioA, 
an  Englilh  fhip  of  the  line,  a  very  obiUnatc  znA 
bloody  aaton  etifued.  The  Elifabetti  was  fo  xli&Ued 
that  ihe  could  not  fm^ecute  the  v<yyage,  and  w^h  diffi- 
culty reached  the  harbour  of  Brcft:  hat  the  Lion  vni 
fhattered  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  ihe  floated  Ifke  a  wreck 
upon  the  water.  The  difafter  of  the  EHfabeth  was  2 
great  misfortune  to  the  Adventurer,  as  by  her  being  ^f- 
abled  he  loft  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  about  mtc 
hundred  able  officers,  who  were  embarked  on  board  of 
her  for  the  benefit  of  his  expedition.  Had  this  fbip  ar- 
rived in  ScotlMd,  fhe  could  eafily  have  reduced  Fort- 
William,  fftuated  in  the  midft  of  the  clans  attached  to 
the  Stuart  family.  Such  a  conqueft,  by  giving  lullre  to 
the  Prince's  arms^  would  have  allured  many  to  his  Rin- 
dard,  who  were  indifferent  in  pointof  principle;  and  en- 
couraged a  great  number  of  Highlanders  to  join  him, 
who  were  reftrjfled  by  the  apprehenfion,  that  their  wives 
and  families  would  be  futgefi  to  infults  from  the  Englifh 
garrilbn  of  this  fortrefs.  Prince  Charles  in  riie  frigate 
continued 
•  The  Eliribctb, 'a  king'i  fliip,  wii  procured  isacontoy,  by  the  iinereft 
of  Mr.  Walfli,  in  Iiilh  mercbint  at  Nanl^s;  and  on  boaiij  of  her  fif^ 
Fieacb  youaj  gentle  men  cmbaiked  at  volnatiets. 
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continued  his  courfe  to  the  weftern  ifles  of  Scotland. 
After  a  voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on  a  little  ifland 
tetwten  Earra  and  South-Inft,  two  of  the  Hebrides  1 
then  he  re-embarked,  and  in  a  few  days  atrived  at  Bora- 
dale  in  Arnfacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnannach,  where 
he  was  in  a  little  time  joined  by  a  contiderable  number 
of  hardy  mountainers,  under  their  refpedive  chiefs  or 
leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of  Auguft,  the  Marquis 
of  Tullibardine  erefled  the  Pretender's  flandard  at  Glen- 
Jinnan.  Some  of  thofe,  however,  on  whom  Charles 
principally  depended,  now  ftood  aloof,  either  ilu£luating 
in  their  principles,  aftonifhed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  un- 
dertaking, or  flartlcd  at  the  remohftrances  of  their  friends, 
who  did  not  fail  to  reprefent,  in  aggravated  colours,  all 
the  danger  of  embarking  in  fuch  a  defperatc  cnterprife. 
Had  the  government  aflcd  with  proper  vigour  when  they 
received  intelligence  of  his  arrival,  the  Adventurer  mult 
have  been  cru&ed  in  embrio,  before  any  confiderable  num- 
ber of  his  adherents  could  have  been  brought  together : 
but  the  lords  of  the  regency  feemed  to  flight  the  infor- 
mation, and  even  to  fufpcfl  the  integrity  of  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  conveyed.  They  were  foon  convinced  of 
their  miflake.  Prince  Charles,  having  alTcmbled  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort-William  j  and  immediately  hoftilitics  were  com- 
menced.  A  handful  of  Keppoch's  clan,  commanded  by 
Major  Donald  Mac  Donald,  even  before  they  joined  the 
Pretender,  attacked  two  companies  of  new-raifed  foldiers, 
who,  with  their  officer,  were  difarmed  after  an  obftinate 
difpute  ;  another  captain  of  the  King's  forces,  falling  in- 
to their  hands,  was  coiirteoufly  difmifled  with  one  of  the 
Pretender's  manifeilos,  and  a  pafiport  for  his  perfonal  fafe-  ■ 
ty.  The  adminiftration  was  now  cfFeitually  alarmed. 
The  lords  of  the  regency  iflued  a  proclamation,  offering 
a  reward  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  any  perfon  who 
{bould  apprehend  the  Prince-Adventurer.  The  fame 
price  was  fet  upon  the  head  of  the  EteiAor  of  Hanover, 
in  a  proclamation  published  by  the  Pretender.  .  A  courier 
L  2  was 
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BOOK,    was  defpatched  to  Holland,  to  haflen  the  return  of  his  Ms'- 

^_  ^"  _|  jefty,  who  arrived  in  England  about  the  latter  end  of 
■745-  Auguft.  A  requifition  was  made  of  the  fix  thoufand 
Dutch  auxiliaries;  and  feveral  Britifh  regiments  were  re- 
called from  the  Netherlands,  A  loyal  addrefs  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  by  the  city  of  London  j  and  the  mer- 
chants of  this  metropolis  refolved  to  raiCe  two  regiments 
at  their  own  expenfe.  Orders  were  ifTued  to  keep  the 
trained-bands  in  readinels  j  to  array  the  militia  of  Weft- 
minlter;  and  inftruflions  to  the  fame  effeta  were  fent 
to  all  the  lords-lieutenants  of  the  counties  through- 
out the  kingdom.  The  principal  noblemen  of  the  nation 
made  a  tender  of  their  fervices  to  their  fovereign  ;  and 
(bme  of  them  received  commiAions  to  levy  regiments  to- 
wards the  fupprcflion  of  the  rebellion.  Bodies  of  volun- 
tiers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and  many  other 
places  i  aiTociations  were  formed,  large  contributions 
raifed  in  different  towns,  counties,  and  communities  j 
and  a  great  number  of  eminent  merchants  in  London 
agreed  to  fupport  the  publick  credit,  by  receiving,  as  ufuat. 
Bank  notes  in  payment,  for  the  purpofesof  traffick.  The 
protcftant  clergy  of.  ail  denominations  exerted  themfelves 
with  extraordinary  ardour,  in  preaching  againfl  the  reli- 
gion of  Rome  and  the  Pretender;  and  the  friends  of  the 
government  were  encouraged,  animated,  and  confirmed 
in  their  principles,  by  feveral  fpiritual  produ£tions  puh- 
liflied  for  (he  occafion. 

§  XXVIIL  In  a  word,  the  bulk  of  the  nation  feemed 
unanimoufly  bent  upon  oppofing  the  entcrprife  of  the 
Pretender,  who,  nevcrthelefs,  had  already  made  furprifing 
progrefs.  His  arrival  in  Scotland  was  no  fooner  con- 
firmed, than  Sir  John  Cope,  who  commanded  the  troops 
in  that  kingdom,  aflembled  what  force  he  could  bring 
together,  and  advanced  againft  the  rebels.  Underftanding, 
however,  that  they  had  taken  pofleffion  of  a  ftrong  pafs, 
he  changed  his  route,  and  proceeded  northwards  as  far  as 
Invcrnefs,  leaving  the  capital  and  the  fouthern  parts  of 
North-Britain  wholly  expofed  to  the"  incurfions  of  the 
enemy. 
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^nctay.  The  Highlanders  forthwith  marched  to  Perth, 
vrh^re  the  Chevalier  de  St,  George  wa?  proclaimed  king  , 
of  Great- Britain,  and  the  pubticlc  money  feifed  for  his 
uie :  the  fame  flcps  were  taken  at  Dundee,  and  other 
places.  Prince.  Charles  was  joined  by  the  nobleman 
who  affumed  the  title  of  Duke  of  Perth,  '  the  Vif- 
coupt  Stratballan,  Lord  Nairn,  Lord  Geoj-ge  Murray 
and  many  perfons  of  diItin£tion,  with  their  followers. 
TJie  Marquis  of  TuUibardine,  who  had  accompanied  him 
from  France,  took  paflefTion  of  Athol,  as  heir  of  blood 
tp  the  titles  and  eftate  which  bis  younger  brother  enjoyed 
in  confequence  of  his  attainder ;  and  met  with  fomefuc- 
<;efs  in  arming  the  tenants  for  the  fupport  of  that  caufe 
which  he  avowed.  The  rebel  army  being  confiderably 
.augmented,  though  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  crofled 
the  Forth  in  the  neighbourhood  x>f  Stirling,  and  advanced 
■towards  Edinburgh,  where  they  were  joined  by  Lord  El- 
cho,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Wemys,  and  other  perfons  of 
fomc  diHinftion.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  September, 
Charles  fummoned  the  town  to  furrender.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  divided  by  fadlion,  and  diilradled  by  fear:  the 
place  was  not  in  a  pofture  of  defenfc,  and  the  magiflratcp 
would  not  expofe  the  peojile  to  the  uncertain  ilTue  of  an 
affault.  Several  deputations  were  fent  from  the  town  to 
the  Pretender,  in  order  to  negociate  terms  of  capitulation. 
In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  gates  being  opened  for 
the  admiffion  of  a  coach,  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  one  of 
the  moft  powerful  of  the  highland  chiefs,  rulhed  into  the 
place  with  a  party  of  his  men,  and  fecured  it  without 
oppofition.  Next  morning  the  whole  rebel  army  entered, 
and  their  jrJnce  took  poiTeflion  of  the  royal  palace  of 
Holy  rood -houfe,  in  the  ful).urbs.  Then  he  caufed  his 
father  to  b?  proclaimed  at  the  market-crofs:  there  alf* 
the  manifefio  was  read,  in  which  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
George  declared  his  fon  Charles  regent  of  his  dominions, 
promifed  todiflblvc  the  Union,  and  redrefs  the  grievances 
■of  Scotland.  His  being  in  pofleflion  of  the  capital  encou- 
l^^ed  his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to  his  arms  : 
L^     '  but 
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B  o  o,K     but  the  treafure  belonging  to  the  two  banks  of  that  king- 

y    _•  '    _f   dom   had  been     ptevioufly  conveyed    into    the  caftle,   a 
J74;-       (lioiig-foriters,   wiiha  good  gatrifon,  under  the  command 
of  General  G^Jeft^  an  old  officer  of  experience  and  capa- 
city. 

§  XXIX.  During  thefe  t  ran  fait  ions,  Sir  John  Cope 
marched  back  from  Invernefs  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  em- 
barked with  his  troops,  arid  on  the  fevehteenth  day  of 
September  landed  at  Dunbar,  about  twenty  mi'cs  to  the 
eaftward  of  Edinburgh.  Here  he  was  joined  by  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  which  had  reored  with  precipitation 
from  the  capital  at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army. 
With  this  ..re-enforcement,  his  troops  aiAounted  to 
near  three  thoufand  men;  and  he  began  his  march  to 
Edinburgh,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  he  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prefton-pans,  having  the  village  of 
Tranent  in  his  front,  and  the  lea  in  his  rear.  Early  next 
morning  he  was  attacked  by  the  young  Pretender,  at  the 
head,  of  about  two  thoufand  four  hundred  flighlanders 
half-armed)  who  charged  him  fword  in  hand  with  fuch 
impetuoficy,  that  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes  af^er  the  battle 
began  the  lying's  troops  were  broken  and  totally  routed. 
The  dragoons  fled  in  the  utmoll  confufton  at  the  firft 
onfet ;  the  general  officers  having  made  fome  unfuccefsfuj 
efforts  to  rally  them,  thought  proper  to  confult  their  own 
fafety  by  an  expeditious  retreat  towards  Cotdftream  on  the 
Tweed,  All  the  infantry  were  either  killed  or  taken  j 
and  the  colours,  artillery,  tents,  baggage,  and  military 
cheft,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viflor,  who  returned 
in  triumph  to  Edinburgh.  Never  was  viflory  more  com- 
plete, or  obtained  a(  a  fmaller  expenfe;  for  not  above 
fifty  of  the  rebels  loft  their  lives  in  the  engagement. 
Five  hundred  of  the  King's  troops  were  k'Hed  on  the 
field  of  battle;  and  among  thefe  Colonel  Gardiner,  a 
gallant  officer,  who  difdained  to  fave  his  life  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  his  honour.  When  abandoned  by  his  own  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  he  alighted  from  his  borle,  joined 
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tlie  infantry,  and  fought  on  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  chap. 
with  wounds,  in  fight  of  his  own  threfhol^.  Prince  ^_  '  ^ 
Charles  bore  his  good  fortune  with  moderation.  He  pro-  1745- 
hibited  all  rejoicings  for  the  viAory  be  had  obtained : 
the  wounded  foldiers  were  treated  with  humanity ;  and 
the  officers  were  fent  into  Fife  and  Angus,  where  they 
were  left  at  liberty  on  their  parole,  which  the  greater 
part  of  them  £hainefully  broke  in  the  fequel.  From  this 
victory  the  Pretender  reaped  maniTold  and  important  ad- 
vantages. His  followers  were  armed,  his  party  encou- 
raged, and  his  enemies  intimidated.  He  was  fupplied 
with  a  train  of  field-artillery,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  and  faw  himfelf  polTefled  of  all  Scotland,  except 
the  fonrefles,  the  redu^ion  of  which  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  undertake  without  proper  implements  and  cngi- 
peers.  After  the  batrle  hft  was  joined  by  a  fmall  detach- 
ment front  the  Highlands  j  and  fome  chiefs,  who  had  hi- 
therto been  on  the  referve,  began  to  exert  their  influence 
In  his  favour.  But  he  was  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  take 
advantage  of  that  confternation  which  his  late  fuccefi 
had  diffufed  through  the  kingdom  of  England. 

§  XXX.  Charles  continued  to  refide  in  the  palace  of 
Holyrood-houfe* :  and  took  meafures  for  cutting  off 
the  communication  between  the  cattle  and  the  city.  Ge- 
neral Gueft  declared  that  he  would  demolifli  the  city, 
unlels  the  blockade  {hould  be  raifed,  fo  as  that  provifion 
might  he  carried  into  the  cafllc.  After  having  waited  , 
the  return  of  an  exprefs  which  he  had  found  means  to 
defpatch  to  court,  he  began  to  put  his  threats  in  execu- 
tion, by  firing  upon  the  town.  Some  houfes  were  beaten 
down,  and  feveral  pcrfoos  killed  even  at  the  market-crofa. 
h  4  The 

•  "Wlule  he  itEiti  »t  EJiofanrgh,  fome  of  (fce  preftiyterian  dergy  conti- 
DDCd  to  preach  in  the  chutdui  »(  chiC  dcj,  and  publicldy  prayed  far 
King  Ceorgc,  without  fuffaiiig  the  leiA  pmufhrneot  or  molellitian.  0|ic 
■ninhtei  in  particulir,  of  the  nunc  of  Mac  Vicu,  being  follicited  by  fame 
HigUinder,  to  pny  for  their  prince,  promifcd  to  comply  with  thc'u  re- 
queit,  and  performed  hit  proraife  in  wonja  to  tliij  effefli  "  And  ?J  for 
'■  the  young  prince,  who  ii  come  hither  in  qoeft  of  an  earthly  crawn,  giuit, 
**  O  Lord,  thiE  he  ma;  fpccdily  receive  1  crown  of  gloiy." 
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BOOK     The  citizens,  alarmed  at  this  difafter,  fent  a  deputation 

^  '  _f   to  the  prince,  entreating  him  to  raife  the  blockade  ;    and 

'74{-  he  complied  with  their  requcft.  He  levied  a  regiment  in 
Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood.  He  impofcd  taxes  ; 
feifed  the  merchandife  that  was  depofited  in  the  King's 
warehoufes  at  Leith,  and  other  places  ;  anJ  compelled 
the  city  of  Glafgow  to  accommodate  him  with  a  large 
fum,  to  be  repaid  when  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  fhould 
.  be  re-eftablilhed;  The  number  of  his  followers  daily 
increafed :  and  he  received  confiderable  fupplics  of  moneys 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  by  fingle  (hips  that  arrived 
from  France,  where  his  intereR  Teemed  to  rife  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fuccefs  of.  his  arms.  The  greater  and  richer 
part  of  Scotland  was  averfe  to  his  family  and  preten- 
ftons ;  but  the  people  were  unarmed  and  undifciplined, 
confequently  paflive  under  his  dominion.  By  this  time, 
however,  the  Prince- Pretender  was  joined  by  the  Earl  of 
Kilmarnock,  the  Lords  Elcho,  Balmerino,  Ogilvy,  Pit- 
iligo  ;  and  the  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Lovat  had  begun  ta 
alTemble  his  father's  clan,  in  order  to  re-enforce  the  vie - 
tor,  whofe  army  lay  encamped  at  Duddingfton,  in  th? 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh.  .Kilmarnock  and  Balme- 
rino were  men  of  broken,  and  dcfperate  fortune:  Elcho 
and  Ogilvic  were  fons  to  the  Earls  of  Wemys  and  Airly  j 
fo  that  their  influence  was  far  from  being  extenfive. 
Pitfligo  was  a  nobleman  of  a  very  amiable  charaflcr,  a? 
well  as  of  great  perfonal  intereft  j  and  great  dependency 
was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment  of  Lord  Lo- 
vat, who  had  entered  into  private  engagements  with  the 
Chevalier  de  St.  George,  though  he  IViIl  wore  the  malic 
of  loyalty  to  the  government,  and  difavowed  the  conduct 
of  his  fon  when  he  declared  for  the  Pretender.  This  old 
pobleman  is  the  fame  Simon  Frafer  whom  we  have  had 
occsfion  to  mention  as  a  partifan  and  emi/Tary  of  the 
coirrt  of  St.  Germain's,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
biindted  and  three.  He  had  renounced  his  connexions 
^ith  that  family  i  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after 
thp  aci-fflion  of  King  George  1,  approved  himfelf  a  warm 
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finentl  to  the  proteftant  fuccelBon.  Since  .that  period  he 
bad  been  induced,  by  difgult  and  ambition,  to  change  his  i 
principles  again,  and  was  in  fccrec  ah  enthufiaft  in  ja- 
cobitirm.  He  had  greatly  augmented  hij  efiate,  and  ob- 
tained a  confidcrabie  intereft  in  the  Highlands,  where, 
however,  he  was  rather  dreaded  than  beloved.  He  was 
bold,  entcrprifing,  vain,  arbitrary,  rapacious,  cruel,  and 
deceitful  :  but  his  charader  was  chiefly  marked  by  a 
fpecies  of  low  cunning  and  di Simulation,  which,  how- 
ever, overfboL  his  purpofe,  and  contributed  to  his  own 
ruin.  While  Charles  refided  at  Edinburgh,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Guilles  arrived  at  Montrofc,  as  envoy  from  the 
French  King,  with  fevcral  officers,  fome  cannon,  and 
a  confiderablc  quantity  of  iinall  arms  for  the  ufe  of  that 
adventurer*. 

§  XXXI;  While  the  young  Pretender  endeavoured 
to  improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained,  thci  minifiry 
of  Great-Britain  took  every  poffible  meafure  to  retard  his  ' 
progrefs.  Several  powerful  chiefs  in  the  Highlands  were 
attached  to  the  government,  and  exerted  themfeJves  in  its 
defenfe.  The  Dukcof  Argyle  began  to  arm  his  vaflalsj 
but,  not  before  he  had  obtained  the  fanSion  of  the  le- 
giflature.  Twelve  hundred  men  were.raifed  by  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland  :  the  Lord  Rae  brought  a  confider- 
ablc number  to  the  field ;  the  Grants  and  Mon- 
roes appeared  under  their  refpeilive  leaders  for  the 
fervice  of  his  Majefty:  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  de- 
clared for  King  George,  and  the  Laird  of  Macleod  fent 
two  thoufand  hardy  iflanders  from  Skie,  to  ftrengthcn 
the  fame  intereft.  Thefe  gentlemen,  though  fuppofed  to 
be  othetwife  aifeacd,  were  governed  and  direfled  by 
the  advice  of  Duncan  Forbes,  prcfident  of  the  College  of 
Juftice  at  Edinburgh ;  a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge, 
agreeable  manners,  and  unblemiflied  integrity.  He 
procured  commiffions  for  raffing  twenty  independent 
companies, 

"  He  follidtcd,  ind  is  fa;j  to  have  ofitsinti  oF  the  Chevalier  dc  Sr." 
OeorjE,  the  patent  uf  a  duke,  and  a  compiflion  for  being  lotd-lieuteftant 
•r  all  the  Ili^hUiJs. 
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BOOK     companies,  and  fome  of  thefe  he  beftowcd   upon  indivf- 

^  '  ■  duals  who  were  either  attached  by  principle,  or  engaged 
i745>  l>y  promife,  to  the  Pretender.  Hearted  with  indefatiga- 
ble zeal  for  the  intereft  of  the  reigning  family  ;  and  great- 
ly injured  an  opulent  fortune  in  their  fcrvice.  He  con- 
firmed feveral  chiel^  who  began  to  waver  in  their  princi- 
ples :  fome  he  actually  converted  by  the  energy  of  his 
arguments,  and  brought  over  to  the  affiflance  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  they  had  determined  to  oppofe ;  others 
he  perfuaded  to  remain  quiet,  without  taking  any  £hare 
in  the  pre  fen  t  troubles.  Certain  it  is,  thi^  gentleman, 
by  his  induftry  and  addrcfs,  prevented  the  infufreSion  of 

«  ten   thoufand  Highlanders,  who   would   otherwife  have 

joined  the  Pretender ;  and,  therefore,  he  may  be  laid  to 
have  been  one  great  caufe  of  that  Adventurer's  milcarriage. 
The  Earl  of  Loudon  repaired  to  Invernefs,  where  he 
compteted  his  regiment  of  Highlanders ;  ~dire£ted  the 
conduft  of  the  clans  who  had  taken  arms  in  behalf  of 
his  Majefly  j  and,  by  his  vigilance,  oyeraw^  the  difaf- 
fe^ed  chieftains  of  that  country,  who  had  not  yet  open- 
ly engaged  in  the  rebellion.  Immediately  after  the  defeat 
of  Cope,  fix  thoufand  Dutch  troops*  arrived  in  England, 
and  three  battalions  of  guards,  with  fcvcn  regiments  of 
infantry,  were  recalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  defenfe  of 
the  kingdom.  They  forthwith  began  their  march  to  the 
North,  under  the  command  df  General  Wade,  who  re- 
ceived orders  to  allemble  an  army,  which  proceeded  to 
Newcaftle.  The  parliament  meeting  on  the  fixteentb  day 
of  O^ober,  his  Majefty  gave  them  to  underhand,  that 
an  unnatural  rebellion  had  broke  out  in  Scotland,  towards 
the  fuppreiSon  of  which  he  craved  their  advice  an4  af- 
fiilance.  .  He  found  both  Houfes  cordial  in  their  addrefles, 
and  zealous  in  their  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment. The  Commons  forthwith  fufpended  the  Habeas 
Corpus 
*  Thej  were  cDm|iofed  of  tbe  Torcu  who  hid  been  Id  eanlfm  at 
Tountiy  and  Dendeimonde  when  thofe  plica  were  uken,  and  engtgea 
by  capitulation,  that  they  fhauld  not  pecform  any  military  funaion  before 
the  lirft  diy  of  January  In  the  year  1747}  fo  they  conld  not  ^aw  sSteA 
la  England  without  the  infilDEemuit  of  a  rolcmD  ttcity. 
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Corpus  b3  ;  and  feveral  perfons  were  apprehended  on  chap. 
fufpicion  of  treafonabic  practices.  Imoiediately  after  the  ^_  '  j 
felfion  wxs  opened  the  Puke  of  Cumberland  arrived  from  1745. 
the  Netherlands,  and  was  followed  by  another  detach- 
ment of  dragoons  and  infantry.  The  trained-bands  of 
London  were  reviewed  by  his  Majefty  :  the  county  regi- 
ments were  completed  :  the  voluntiers,  in  different  parts 
of  the  ki,ngdom,  employed  themfelves  induflrioufly  in  the 
exercife  of  arms ;  and  the  whole  Englifli  nation  fecmed  to 
rife  up  as  one  man  againft  this  formidable  Invader.  The 
government  being  apprehenfive  of  a  defcent  from  France, 
appointed  Admiral  Vernon  to  command  a  fquadron'In 
the  Downs,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  fea, 
efpecially  In  the  harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Boulogn  ;  and 
his  cruifers  took  feveral  (hips  laden  with  foldtcrs,  officers, 
and  ammunition,  deftined  for  the  fervice  of  the  Pretender 
in  Scotland. 

§  XXXII.  This  cntcrprirnig  youth,  having  colleded 
, about  fire  thoufand  men,  rcfolved  to  make  an  irruption 
into  England,  which  he  accordingly  entered  by  the  weft 
border  on  the  fixth  day  of  November.  Carlifle  was  in- 
veSed,  and  in  lefs  than  three  days  furrcndered  :  the  keys 
were  delivered  to  him  at  Brampton,  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  on  their  knees.  Here  he  found  a  confiderablc 
quantity  of  arms  :  his  father  was  proclaimed  king  of 
Grut~i)ritain,  and  himfelf  regent,  by  the  magiftrates 
in  their  formalities.  General  Wade  being  apprifed  of 
his  pr^^refs,  decamped  from  Newcaftle,  and  advanced' 
acrofs  the  <;ountry  as  far  as  Hexham,  though  the  fields 
were  covered  with  fnow,  and  the  roads  almoft  impaflable. 
There  he  received  intelligence  that  Carlifle  was  reduced, 
and  forthwith  returned  to  his  former  ftation.  In  the 
mean  time,  orders  were  ilTued  for  affembling  another  ar- 
my in  SufTordlhire,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Li- 
gonier.  Prince  Charles,  notwithflanding  this  formidable 
oppofition,  determined  to  proceed.  He  had  received  aflii- 
rances  from  France,  that  a  confiderable  body  of  troops 
would  be  landed  on  the  fouthcrn  coaA  of  Britun>  to  make 
a  divcr- 
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BOOK    a  diveriion  in  his  favour ;  and  he  never  doubted  but  that 

^,  1  ,„■  he  (hould  be  joined  by  all  the  Engliih  malcontents,  as 
'7*S'  foon  as  he  could  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom. 
Leaving  a  fmall  garrifon  in  the  cadle  of  Carlille,  he  ad- 
vanced to  Penrith,  marching  on  foot  in  the  Highland 
garb,  at  the  head  of  his  forces ;  and  continued  his  route 
■  through  Lancafter  and  Prefton  to  Manchefter,  where,  on 
the  tvrenty- ninth  day  of  the  month,  he  eftablifhed  his 
head- quarters.  There  he  was  joined  by  about  two  hun- 
dred EngliOimen,  who  were  formed  into  a  regiment,  un- 
der the  comrfiajid  of  Colone!  Townley.  The  inhabitants 
feemed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  afFeflion ;  and  his 
arrival  was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  other  publiclc 
rejoicings.  His  fuppofed  intention  was  to  profecute  his 
march  by  the  way  of  Chefter  into  Wales,  where  he  hoped 
to  find  a  great  number  of  adherents :  but  all  the  bridges 

,  over  the  river  Merfey  being  broken  down,  he  chofe  the 

route  to  Stockport,  and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of 
bis  diviiion,  though  the  water  rofe  to  his  middle.  He 
pafled  through  Macclesfield  and  CoDgl?ton  ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  town  of  Derby,  ia 
which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  his  father  proclaimed 
rtith  great  formality.  He  had  pow  advanced  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  the  capital,  which  was,  filled  with  ter- 
rour  and  confufion.  Wade  lingered  in  Yorkfliire :  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  had  aflumed  the  command  of  the 
other  army  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield, 
He  had  marched  from  Stafford  to  Stone  j  fo  that  the  re- 
bels, in  turning  off  by  Afliboroe  to  Derby,  had  gained  a 
march  between  him  and  London.  Had  Charles  proceeded 
in  his  career  with  that  expedition  which  he  had  hitherto 
ufed,  he  might  have  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  metro- 
polis, where  he  would  have  been  certainly  joined  by  a 
confidtrable  number  of  his  well -wi (hers,  who  waited  im- 
patiently for  his  approach :  yet  this  exploit  could  not 
have  been  achieved  without  hazarding  an  engagement, 
and  running  the  rtfque  of  being  enclofed  within' three  ar- 
mies, £ach  greatly  fu^erior  to  his  own  in.ijumter  apd 
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artillery.  Orders  were  given  for  forming  a  camp  on  ^  "■***• 
Finch  ley- common,  where  the  King  refolvcd  to  take  the  ^  '  j 
field  in  perfon,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Stair,  field-  1745. 
marefchal  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  South- 
firitain.  Some  Romi{h  priefls  were  apprehended :  the 
militia  of  London  and  Middlefcx  were  Icept  in  readinefs 
to  inarch :  double  watches  were  polVed  at  the  city-g3tes> 
and  fignals  of  alarm  appointed.  The  voluntiers  of  the 
city  were  incorporated  into  a  regiment :  the  practitioners 
of  the  law,  headed  by  the  judges,  the  weavers  of  Spital- 
iields,  and  other  communities,  engaged  in  aflbciations ; 
and  even  the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a 
body  of  their  dependents  for  the  fervice  of  the  govern- 
ment. Notwlthdandin^  thefe  precautions  and  appear- 
ance^ of  unanimity,  the  trading  part  of  the  city,  and 
thofe  concerned  in  the  money-corporations,  were  over- 
whelmed with  fear  and  dejedtion.  They  repofed  very 
little  confidence  in  the  courage  or  difcjpline  of  their  mi- 
litia and  voluntiers :  they  had  received  intelligence  that 
the  French  were  employed  in  making  preparations  at 
Dunkirk  and  Caliiis  for  a  defcent  upon  England  :  they 
dreaded  an  infurreflion  of  the  Roman  Catholicka,  and 
other  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart ;  and  they  refledlcd 
that  the  Highlanders,  of  whom  by  this  time  they  had 
conceived  a  moft  terrible  idea,  were  within  four  days 
march  of  the  capital.  Alarmed  by  thcfe  confiderations, 
they  prognoflicated  their  own  ruin  iu  the  approaching 
revolution  ;  and  their  countenances  exhibited  the  plaineft 
marks  of  horrour  and  defpair.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Jacobites  were  elevated  to  an  infolencc  of  hope,  which 
they  were  at  no  pains  to  conceal ;  while  many  people, 
who  had  no  private  property  to  lofe,  and  thought  no 
change  would  be  for  the  worfe,  waited  the  iiTue  of  this 
crifis  with  the  moft  calm  indifference.  i 

§  XXXIII.  This  ftate  of  fufpenfe  was  of  fliort  dura- 
tion.    The  young  Pretender  found  himfelf  miferably  dif- 
appointed  in  his  expeiSations.  ,  He  had  now  advanced  in-    * 
to  the  middle  of  the  kingdom,   and   except  a  few  that 
5  joined 
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BOOK  joined  htm  at  Manchefiert  not  a  foul  appeaVed  in  his  be-' 
^  '  _■  half:  one  would  have  imagined  that  all  the  Jacobites  of 
124S'  England  had  been  annihilated.  The  Welch  took  no  ftep 
to  excite  an  infucreiflion  in  his  favour :  the  French  made 
no  attempt  towards  an  invalion  :  his  court  was  divided 
into  fa^ions :  the  Highland  chiefs  began  to  mufmur,  and 
their  ctans  to  be  unruly  :  he  faw  himfdf  with  a  handful 
of  men  hemmed  in  between  two  conflderable  armies,  in 
the  middle  of  winter,  and  in  a  country  difafledled  to  his 
cBufe.  He  knew  he  could  not  proceed  to  the  metropo- 
lis without  hazarding  a  battle,  and  that  a  defeat  would 
be  attended  with  tlie  inevitable  deftru^ion  ofhitnfejf  and 
alt  his  adherents ;  and  he  had  received  information  that 
his  friends  and  officers  had  allembled  a  body  Of  forces  iij 
the  North,  fuperior  in  number  to  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
attended.  He  called  a  council  at  Derby :  and  propofed 
to  advance  towards  London  :  the  propofal  was  fupported 
by  Lord  Nairn  with  great  vehemence  :  but,  after  violent 
difputes,  -  the  majority  determined  that  they  ibonld  n~ 
treat  to  Scotland  with  ail  pofljble  expedition.  Accord- 
ingly, they  abandoned  Derby  on  the  Gxth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, early  in  the  morning,  and  meafured  back  the  route 
by  which  they  had  advanced.  On  the  ninth  the'ryan- 
goard  arrived  at  Manchefter':  on  the  twelfth  they  entered 
Prefton,  and  continued'  their  march  northwards.  The 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  who'  was  encamped  at  Meriden. 
when  tiril  apprifed  or  their  retreat,  detached  the  hoife 
and  dragoons  in  purfuit  of  them;  while  General  Wade 
began  his  march  from  Ferrybridge  into  LancafhJre,  with 
a  view  of  intercepting  them  in  their  route  ;  but  at  Wake- 
field he  underftood  that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan: 
he,  therefore,  repaired  tohis  old  poft  at  Newcaftle,  after 
*  having  detached  General  Oglethorpe,  with  his  horfeand 
dragoons,  to  join  thofe  who  had  been  fent  off  from  the 
Duke's  army.  They  purfued  with  fuch  alacrity,  that 
they  overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  with  which  they 
•  Hcitmilhed,  in  Lancaftkire.  The  militia  of  Cumberland 
and  Weftmorland  were  raifed  and  armed  by  the  Duke's 
4  order. 
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order,  to  hirrafi  theoi  in  their  march.     The  bridges  were    CUA  p. 
broken  down,  the  roadi  damaged,  and  the  bcacoas  lighted  '  _f 

to  alarm  the  countiy.  Neverthelcii,  they  reticat^  k-  tui- 
gularly  with  their  foiall  train  of  artillery.  They  were 
orertaken  at  the  village  of  Clifton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Penrith,  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons.  Tbefe  alighted, 
and  lined  the  hedges,  in  order  to  barrafs  part  of  the 
enemy's  rear-guard,  commanded  by  Lord  John  Murray; 
who,  at  the  bead  of  the  Macpherfons,  attacked  the 
dragoom  fword  in  hand,  and  repulfed  them  with  fome  lofs. 
On  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month,  the  Highland  army 
reached  Carlifle,  where  the  majority  of  the  Englilb  in 
thefervice  of  the  Pretender  were  left,  at  their  own  de- 
fire.  Charles,  having  re-enforced  the  garrifon  of  the 
place,  crolTed  the  rivers  Eden  and  Solway  into  Scotland, 
having  thus  accomplifhed  one  of  the  moft  furprifing  rctreais 
that  ever  was  performed.  But  the  moft  remarkable  clf- 
cumftance  of  this  expedition,  was  the  moderation  and 
regularity  with  which  thofe  ferocious  people  conducted 
themfelves  in  a  country  abounding  with  plunder.  No 
violence  was  ojfereil ;  no  outrage  committed  j  and  they 
were  efTe^ually  reflrained  from  the  exercife  of  rapine. 
Notwithitanding  the excelfive  cold,  the  hunger,  and  fatigue 
to  which  they  muH  have  been  expofed,  they  left  behind 
no  fick,  and  loft  a  very  few  ftragglers ;  but  retired  with 
deliberation,  and  carried  off  their  cannon  in  the  face  of 
their  enemy.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  invefted  Car- 
lide  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  thirtieth  the  garrifon  furrendered  on 
a  fort  of  capitulation  made  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
The  prifoncrs,  amounting  to  aboiK' four  hundred,  were 
imprlfoncd  in  different  gaols  in  England,  and  the  Duke 
returned  to  London. 

§  XXXIV,  The  Pretender  proceeded  by  the  way  of 
Dumfries  to  Glafgow,  from  which  laft  city  he  exaded 
fevere  contributions,  on  account  of  its  attachment  to  the 
government,  for  whofe  fervJce  it  had  raifed  a  regiment 
of  nine  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl' of 
Home. 
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Book     Home.     Having  continued  feveral  days  at  GfargoW,  he 

y_  '  .  advanced  towards  Stirling,  and  was  joined  by  fome 
J74S.  ,  forces  which  had  been  aflembled  in  his  abfence  by  Lords 
Lewis  Gordon  and  John  Drummond,  brothers  to  the 
Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Perth.  This  laft  nobleman  had 
arrived  from  France  in  November,  with  a  fmall  re-en- 
forcement of  French  and  Iri(h,  and  a  cOmmiffion  as  ge- 
neral of  thefe  auxiliaries.  He  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Perth,  where  he  was  re-enforced  by  the  Earl  of  Cro- 
martie,  and  other  clans,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand, 
and  he  was  accommodated  with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery. 
They  had  found  means  to  furprife  a  floop  of  war  at  Mon- 
trofe,  with  the  guns  of  which  they  fortified  that  harbour. 
They  had  received  a  confiderablefum  of  money  from  Spain. 
They  took  poffeffion  of  Dundee,  Dumblaine,  Dowf»- 
caftle,  and  laid  Fife  under  contribution.  The  Ear)  of 
Loudon  remained  at  Invernefs,  with  about  two  thoufand 
Highlanders  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty.  He  convoyed 
provifions  to  Fort-Auguftus  and  Fort-William :  he  fe- 
cured  the  perfon  of  Lord  Lovat,  who  ftill  temporifed, 
and  at  lei^th  this  cunning  veteran  accompliOied  his  efcape. 
The  Laird  of  Macleod,  and  Mr.  Monro  of  Culcairn, 
being  detached  from  Invernefs  towards  Aberdeen  (hi  re, 
were  furprifed  and  routed  by  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inve- 
rary ;  and  that  interell  feemed  to  preponderate  in  the 
north  of  Scotland.  Prince  Charles  being  joined  by  Lord 
John  Drumtnond,  invefted  the  caftie  of  Stirling,  in 
which  General  Blakeney  commanded  :  but,  his  people 
were  (o  little  ufed  to  enterprifes  of  this-  kind,  that  they 
made  very  little  progrefs  in  thtir  operations. 

§  XXXV.  By  this  time,  a  confideraWe  body  of  forces 
was  affembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  conduft  of  Ge- 
neral Hawley,  who  determined  to  relieve  Stirling-cafile, 
and  advanced  to  Linlithgow  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary :  next  day  his  whole  army  rendezvoufed  at  Falkirk, 
while  the  rebels  were  cantoned  about  Eannockburn-  On 
the  feventeenth  day.  of  the  month,  they  began  their 
march  in  two  columns  to  attack  the  King's  forces,  and 
■      ,  ■  had 
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Rati  forded- the  water  of  Carvcn,  wllhln' three  miles  of  CHap. 
Hawlej's  camp,  before  he  (Ufcovered  their' intention.  ^^ .""'' _^ 
Such  was  hia  obftfnacy,  Yelf-conceit,  or  contempt  of  1745. 
die  enemy,  that  he  flighted  the  repeated  intelligence  he 
had  received  Of  their  motions  and  defign,  firmly  believing- 
they  durll  not  hazard  an  engagement.  At  length,  per-^ 
ceivihg  they  had  occupied  the  riling  ground  to  the  fouffa- 
wud  of  Fallcirk,  he  ordered  his  cavalry  to  advance,  and 
drive  them  from  theeminence  ;  while  his  infantry  form- 
ed, and  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  The  High- 
landers kep^  up  their  fire,  and  took  aim  fo  well;  that  the 
allkilantE  were  broke  t^  tho  firft  volley :  they  retreated: 
with  -  precipitation,  and  feU  in  amongft  the  infantry, 
whkh  wcic  liJEewtfe  difcompofed  by  the  wind  and  Tain, 
beating  with  great  viol e not  in  their  faces,  wetting  th«r 
powder,  and  difturbing  their  eye-fight.  .Some  of  the 
dragCions  rallied,  and  advanced  again  to  the  charge,  with 
part  of  (he  infantry  which  had  not  be£n  engaged.: 
then  the  Pretender  marched  up  at  the  head  of  his  corps 
dc  referve,  ccmfiftingof  the  l-egjment  of  Lord  John  Drum- 
tnond,  and  the  Irilb  piquets;  Thefe,  re-enforcing  the 
Canterons  and^the  Stuarts  in  the  front  line,  immediately' 
obliged  the  dragoons  to  give  Way  a  fecondtime;  and' 
they  again  dMixdered  the  foot  intheir  retreat.  Theyfet 
firs  to  their  camp,  and  abandoned  Falkirk  with  their- 
baggage  and  train,  which  lall  had  never  reached  the 
field  flf  battle.  The  rebeh  followed  their  firft  blow,  and 
great  part  of  thfl  royal  army,  after  one  irregular  difcharge, 
turned  their  backs,  and  fled  in  the  utmoil  concern ation. 
In  all  probability  few  or  none '  of  them  would  have 
efcaped,  bad  not  General  Hufke,  and  Brigadier  Chol« 
mondeley,  rallied  paftof  fome  regiments,  and  made  a  gal- 
lant Aand,  which  l^voured  tbe  retreat  of  the  reft  to 
Falktrkj  from  whence  they  retired  iii  confufion  to  Edin- 
burgh, leaving  the  field  of  battle,  with  part  of  their 
tents  and  artillery^  to  the  rebels:  bat  their lofs  of  men 
didnnt  exceed  three  hundred,  including  Sir  Robert  Mon- 
ro, Colonel  Whitney,  and  fome  other.  ofEcers  of  di- 
Voilll.  M  ft(n£tion. 
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,  BOOK.    ftin£U<».    It  was  at  this  penqd,  that  the  .officers  wto 

\_.-,-^_j  had  been  taken  at  the  battfe  of  Preflon-pana* .  and  con** 
i>74j-      veyed  to  Angua  and  Fife*   finding  themielvca  unguarded^ 
broke  their  parole,   and  returned  to  EdJnhuigh,  on  pre- 
tcntx  of  their  having  been  forcibly  ielaa£cd  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  parts*. 

$  XXXVI.  General  Hawky,  who  had  boaScd  that^ 
with  two  Ttgimeats  of  dragoons,  hc'would  drive  the  rebel 
anny  from  one  end  of  the  Jcipgdom  t»  Ute  otker,  iacurred 
ahundaDceof  ceitfure  for  th$  difpofttioD'he  made,  as  well  a» 
for  his  condoA  before  atid  aftnr  the  a3i«n  :  btit  he  found 
means  to  vindicate  bimfclf  te  .the  fatt«Ja£Uon  of  bis  (bve- 
fcign.  Nererthelefs,  it  wa«  judged  necefiary  that  the 
anny  in  Scotland  fhould  be  commanded  by  a  general  i» 
whom  the  foldiere  might  have  Jbme  confidence  }  ,aad  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  waschofen  for  this  purpoie.  Over 
and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  arniy»  it  was  luggeflcdai 
that  the  appearance  of  a  priflce  of  the  blood  in  Scot- 
land might  have  a  favourable  efr«^  upon  the  minds  o£ 
people  in  that  kingdom :  he,  therefore,  began  to  prepare 
for  his  northern  expedition.  Mean  while,  the  French^ 
nintfler  at  the  Hague  having  reprefentsd  to  the  States- 
General,  that  the  auxiliaries  which  tbey  Had-  (em  into- 
CSieat-Britain  were  part  of  the  garnfom  of  Toumaj 
and  Dendermonde,  and  reftri£ted  by  the  o^MtutatJon  from 
bearing  arms  againft  France  for  »  «ecCatn  leroi,  the 
States  thought  proper  to  recall  them,  rather  than  come  t<^_ 
an  open  rupture  with  his  Moft  Chriftian-  Majejly.  In 
the  room  of  thofe  troops  fix  thoufand  [{cXans  were  tranf-  ' 
poned  from -Flanders  to  Leith,  where  they  arriwd  in  the 
begtnni|ig  of  February,  under  the  coiomaad  of  their 
I»rince,  Frederick  of  HefTc,  fen^in-Iaw  to  bis  Britan- 
nick  majefiy.  By  thia  time  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in  Edinburgh,  con— 
filling  of  fourteen  battalions  of  infantiy,  two  regiments 
of  dragoons,  and  twelve  huridred  Highlanders  frora  Ar- 
gylelhire^ 

*Sir  Peter  Hallut,  Captiin  Luc^  Scott,  Ueutcauiti  Far^uhatron  Md- 
Cnmnung,  viih  a  few  other  gcnileiSEn,  adhered  punftu JJ;  to  chcti:  fUalc^ 
and  theii  CoaduS  was  approred  by  his  Mjjeftjs 
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-gylefhire*  undor  thf  cqntmandofCeloncI  Campbell.  On  -chap. 
-nbejaft  day  of  Jahutry,  his  iofi\  highnefs  began  bis  ^  '  ^ 
march  to  Linlithgow ;  and  thecntmy,  who  had'ren«wdd  fj^. 
theiirge  of  Stirling' caftle,  not  tmly  abandoned  tbatcn- 
tnprife,  but  cvofliid  th«  river  Fbrth  with  prccipitMion. 
Their  prince  found  great  difficulty  in  mainuining  his 
Ibraes,  that  part  of  the  country  being  quite  Bxhauftcd. 
He  tioped  to  be  reinforced  in  cbo  H^lands,  and  to  re- 
ceive fupplles  of  ^1  kii^ds  from  France  and  Spain :  be, 
therefore,  redted  by  Badtfnoch  towards  Invernefs,  which 
.the  EatlqfLoui^il- abandoned  b(  his  approach.  Thefort 
-was  furreodtrt^'to'-hiffl  almoft  without  oppolition,  and 
fa^ehe  fiJc«d  hit  headf^ihrters.  His  next  exploit  was  the 
£egeof  Fort-Auguflui,  which  he  in  a  little  timeredticed. 
Tha  Duke  iof  Cumberland  having  fccurcd  the  important 
pbib  of  Stirling  and  Perth,  with  the  Hfffian  battalions, 
.  ftdvanced  wkh  the  army  to  Aberdeen,  where  -  he  vi^as 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  the  Earls  of  Aberdceti 
and  Findlater,  the  Laird  of  Grant,  and  other  peifons  of 
dillindion. 

§  XXXVIL  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  re- 
frefliing  his  troops,  and  preparing  tnagazines,  a  party  of 
the  rebels  furprifed  a  detachment  of  Kingfton's  horfe, 
and  about  feventy  Argylefliire  Highlanders,  at  Keith,  who 
were  either  killed  or  taken.  Several  advanced  parties  of 
that  militia  met  with  the  fame  fate  in  different  places. 
Lord  George  Murray  invelled  the  callle  of  Blair,  which 
was  defended  by  Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  until  a  body  of 
Hellians.  marched  to  its  relief,  and  obliged  the  rebels  to 
retire.  The  Prince-Pretender  ordered  all  his  forces  to 
aflemble,  in  order  to  begin  their  march  for  Aberdeen,  to 
attack  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  :  but,  in  ccnfequence  of  < 

a  remonllraace  from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving 
their  families  at  the  mercy  of  the  King's  garrifon  in  Fort- 
William,  he  refolved  previoufly  to  reduce  that  fortrefs, 
the  fiege  of  which  was  undertaken  by  Brigadier  Stapleton, 
an  engineer  in  the  French  fervlce  :  but  the  place  was 
fo  vgggrou^y  maintained  by  Captain  Scot,  -  that  in  the 
M  2  beginning 
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BOOR  beginning  of  April  they  thought  profti  to  relinquiOl  the 
^_  .  enterprife.  The  Earl  <rf  Ix>udon  bad  retired  into  Suther- 
,^46.  land,  and  taken  poft  at  Dornoch,  where  his  qutrten 
were  beat  up  by  a  llroDg  detachment  of  the  rebeic,  com- 
manded by  the  Guke  of  Perth  ;  a  major  and  fixty  men 
were  taken  prifboers ;  and  the  £arl  was  obliged  to  take 
{belter  in  the  Ille  .of  Skye.  Thefe  little  checks  were 
counter-balanced  by  fome  advantages  which  bis  Majefly't 
.amu  obtained.  The  Hoop  of  war  which  the  rebels  had 
furprifed  at  Montrofe  was  te-taken  in  Sutherland,  with 
a  confiderable  fum  of  mooey,  and  a  great,  quantity  of 
-arms  on  board,  which  ihe  had  brought  fnui. Fiance  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Pretender.  In  the  fame  county,  the-Earl  of 
Cromartie  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  and  was  taken  1^  the 
militia  of  Sutherland,  who  lilEcwife  defeated  a  body  of 
^he  rebels  at  Goldfpie.  This  aflion  happened  on  the 
.y«ry  day  which  has  been  rendered  fatnoua  by  the  viQorf 
cbtained  at  CuUoden. 


CHAP. 


G    E    O    R    G    E      II.  i6j 


.    C  H  A  P,    IX. 

}  I.  7Z«  rtitlt  ari  tatoBj  Jefiattdat  CuBtdtn.  %l\.Tbi 
Dukt  if  Cumbtrlmd  taket  peJijJuH  tf  Invertufs,  andaftir-  . 
wards  iHcamft  at  Ftrt-Juguflia.  %  III.  Tht  Princt-Prt' 
teiidtr  efiapis  to  France.  §  IV.  Qmvulfim  in  ibt  minijirj. 
§  V.  LibtraUtj  if  titCtmnunt.  §  VI.  Trialefthiri- 
hell,  KilautniKi,  Balmeritu,  Lovat,  and  Mr.  Ratdiff^ 
art  bebeadtdm  Tswer-hill.  ^  VII.  Tbe  Staits-Gttitral 
tdarmtd  at  tbe  pregrtfi  ef  tbe  Frencb  in  tbe  Ntiherlaadi. 
§  VIII.  CtuM  Saxe  fubdtus  aU  FUmdert,  Brabant)  and 
Hainaah,  §  IX.  Reduces  tbejirangfartrefs  ef  NarTutr, 
and  dtfetUs  tbe  allied  army  at  Roucaux.  §  X.  Tie  Frentb 
and  Spaniards  are  compelled  la  abandon  Piedmant  and  tbe 
Mlanefe.  §  XI.  Don  Philip  it  tuorjitd  at  Codognoy  and  af- 
terwards at  Perio  Fredde.  §  XII.  Tbe  Jujiriani  tah 
Ptffefftan  of  Genoa.  Caurit  Brouja  penetrates  into  Provence> 
§  XIII.  The  Gaioefe  expel  the  Auftriam  from  tbeir  (iljt 
§  XIV.  Madrafi  in  tbe  Eaji-lndiei  taken  by  the  French, 
§  XV.  Expedition  to  the  coaji  of  Bretegne,  and  attempt 
upm  Port  L'Orient.  §  XVI.  Naval  iran/aifions  in  tbe 
Weft-Indies.  Conferences  at  Breda.  §  XVII.  Vajl  fup- 
flies  granted  by  the  Commons  of  England.  §  XVIII.  Par- 
ffament  dij/ihed,  §  XlX.  The  French  and  allies  taie  tbe 
field  in  Flanders.  §  XX.  Prince  of  Orange  eleaed  Stadt- 
holder,  captain-general,  and  admiral  of  the  United-Pro- 
vinces. $  XXL  Tbe  canfederetet  defeated  at  Lafeldt. 
§  XXII.  Siege  of  Bergen-ap-Zaam.  %  XXIII.  The  jIu^ 
Jlrians  undertake  the  fiege  of  Genoa,  which,  however,  they, 
abandan.  §  XXIV.  Tie  Chevalier  de  BtiUiJle  flain,  in  the 
attack  ofExilles.  §  XXV.  jl  Frencb  fqu^ron  defeated 
and  taken .  by  tbe  Admirals  Anfon  and  Warren, 
§  XXVI.  Admiral  Hav^ke  obtains  another  viilory  aver  tbt 
French  at  fea.  §  XXVII.  Other  naval  tranfaifioni, 
■  §  XXVIII.  Congrefs  at  Aix-la-Chapetlt.  §  XXIX- 
M  3  Campliaat 
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Compliant  tempir  of  the  ntw  parliament.  Prtliminarm 
figntd,  %  XXX-  Preparatiam  far  the  campaign  in  the 
Netherlandi:  §  XXXI.  S/m  of  Maejiricht.  Cefatitn 
efarms.  §  XXXII.  7ranfi£lims  in  the  Eaft  and  Wejl 
Indies.  %  XXXIII.  Canclufim  of  the  defitfitivt  irtaty  at. 
Aix-la-Cbaptlff'  '    ' 

^  I.  TN  the  beginning  of  April  tho  DukC  of  Cumber- 
X  land  began  his  juarch  from  Aberdeen  ;  and  on  the 
twelfth  paflcd  the  deep  and  rapid  river  Spey,  Without  op^ 
poUtion  from  the  rebels,  though  a  detachment  of  therh  ap- 
peared on  the  oppofite  fide.  Why  they  did  not  difpute  the 
palTage  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived  :  but,  indeed,  from 
'this  ini^ance  of  negleA,  and  their  fubfcquent  condii3,  ive 
may  conclude  they  were  under  a  total  iniatuation.  His 
royal  highnefs  proceeded  to  Nairn,  where  he  received  in- 
telligence, that  the  enemy  h^  advanced  from  Inrernefs  to 
Culiodeo,  about  thediAance  of  nine  miles  from  the  royal 
army,  with  intention  io  give  him  battle.  The  defign  of 
Charles,  was  to  march  irt'the  night  from  Culloden,  and 
furprife  the  Dulce's  army  at  day-break  :  for  this  purpbfe 
the  Engiilh  camp  h^  been  reconnoitred  ^  and  on  die 
night  of  the  fifteenth  the  Highland  army  begah  t(/  march 
in  two  columns.  Their  defign  was  to  furround  the  ede- 
jDYt  and  attack  them  at  once  on  all  quarters  :  but  the 
length  of  the  columns  cmbarrafiU  the  march,  fo  that  the 
army  was  obliged  to  make  many  halts :  the  men  had  been 
under  arms  during  the  whole  preceding  night,  were  faint 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of  them  overpowered 
with  fleep.  Some  were  unable  to  proceed  :  others  dropped 
ofFunperceived  in  thedark;  and  the  march  was  retarded 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 
reach  the  Duke's  camp  before  fun-rife,  The  defign  being 
thus  frufttaied,  the  Prince- Pretender  was  with  grtat  re- 
luitance  prevailed  upon  by  his  general  offlcers  to  meafure 
back  his  way  to  Culloden  j  at  which  place  he  ha'd  no  fooneF 
arrived,  than  great  numbers  of  his  followers  difperfcd  in 
(jliel^  of  provifion  ^  and  many,  overcome  with  wcarinefs  and 

fleep,. 
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tleppy  threi?  themfelves  down  on  the  heath,  and  along  the  CHAP, 
park  walls.  Their  lepofe,  however,  was  fooh  interrupted  ,  ',  , 
in  a  verj  difsgreeablc  manner.  Their  prince  receiving  t7^ 
intelligenccAat  his  enemies  were  Jn  full  march  to  attack 
iiim,  refoived  to  haeard  ap  engagement,  and  ordered  his 
lro«ps  to  -be  formed  for  that  piirpofe.  On  the  fixtecnth 
^y  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  having  mad«  the 
proper  dirpofitions,  decamped  from  Nairn  early  in  the 
morning,  and  ^ter  a  march  of  nine  miles  perceived  the 
Highlanders  drawn  up  in  order -of  battle,  to  the  number  of 
four  thoufand  men,  in  thirteen  divifions,  fupplied  with 
ibme  pieces  of  artillery.  The  royal  army,  which  waa 
much  more  nuoKrous,  the  Duke  immediately  formed  into 
three  lines,  dilpofed  in  occeUent  order ;  and  liboat  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  cannonading  b^an.  The  ar- 
xjilery  of  the  refocl«  was  ill  ferved,  and  did  very  Ittde  exe-j 
cution :  but  that  of  tfae  King's  troops  made  dreadful  ha- 
vock  among  thf  enemy.  Impatlentof  this  fire,  their  front- 
line ady^nioed  to  the  attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the 
clans  charged  the  Puke's  left  wing  with  their  ufual  impettf- 
ofity.  On^rpgiment  wasdifordered  by  the  weight  of  this  cop 
luitiii-:  but;two  battalions  advancing  from  the  fecond  lin^ 
fu&ained^e  firft,  and  fbon  pu(  a  ftop  to  their  career,  by  a, 
ftvere  fire,  that  killed,a^rcat  number.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  dragpoqs  vnder  Qawlej,  and  the  Argylefhirc  militiaV 
pulled  down  »  park-wdl  that  covered  their  right  flank, 
and  the  cavalry  falling  in  among  the  rebels,  fword  in 
■hand,  complied  their  confufion.  The  French  piquets  on 
their  left  cofered  the  retreat  of  the  Highlanders  by  .a  clofe 
and  regular  fire ;  and  then  retired  to  Invvnels,  where 
they  ftirrendered  theoifelues  prifoners  of  war.  Ah  entire 
body  of  the  relrels  marched  ojFthe  field  in  order,  with  theic 
pipes  playing,  and  the  Preunder's  flandard  difplayed  ;  the 
xt&  were  routed  with  great  ^ughter  ;  and  their  prince 
.  was  with  TeW&iiKX  prevailed  upon  to  retire.  In  lefs  than 
'  thirty  minutes,  they  were  totsdly  defeated,  and  the  field  co- 
nvened with  the  fiain.  The  road,  as  far  as  Invernefs,  waa 
i  jEtrewed  wilb  detld  bodies  j  2nd  a  good  number  of  people, 
M  ^  who. 
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who,  from  motives  of  curioCty,  had  come  to  fee  the  battle,  ^ 
t  were  facrificed  to  the  undiflinguifhing  vengeance  of  the 
vigors.  Twelve  hundred  rebels  were  Jlain  or  wounded  on 
Ihc  field,  and  in  the  purfiiit..  The  Earl  of  Kilmarnock 
was  taken  ;  and  in  a  few  days  Lord  Balmerino  fur-rendered 
to  a  country  gentleman,  at  whofe  houfe  he  prefemed  him- 
felf  for  this  purpofe.  The  glory  of  the  viftory  was  ful-- 
lied  by  jhe  barbarity  of  the  foldiers.  They  had  been  pro- 
voked hy  their  former  difgraces  to  the  moft  favagc  thirft 
of  revenge.  Not  cfcntented  with  the  blood  which  was  fo  pro-" 
fufely  Ifaed  in  the  heat  of  a£tion,  they  traverfed  the  field 
after  the  battle,  and  mafiacred  thoTe  miferable  wretches 
who  lay  maimed  and  expiring  :  nay,  fo  me  officers  ai^od  a 
part  in  this  cruel  fcene  of  aflaflination;  the  triumph  of 
low  illiberal  minds,  uninfpired  hy  fentiment,  uncini^ure± 
hy  humanity,  '  The  vanquifhed  adventurer  rode  off  the 
field,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Perth,  Lord  Eicbo, 
and  a  few  horfemen  :  he  crofled  the  water  of  Nairn,  and 
retirtd  to  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  in  Strutharrick,  where 
lie  conferred  with  old  Lord  Lovat  :  then  he  difmifled  hij 
followers,  and  wandered  about  a  wretched  and  folitary  fu- 
gitive among  the  iflcs'and  mountains,  for  the  fpace  of  6ve 
months,  during  which  he  underwent  fuch  a  feries  of  dan- 
gers, hardlbips,  and  miferyi  as  no  other  perfon  ever  out> 
lived.  Thus,  in  one  ihort  hotir,  all  his  hope  vaniOied,  and 
the  rebellion  was  entirely  extinguilhed.  One  would  at- 
ifioft  imagine  the  conduftors  o£  this  defperate  enterprise 
had  confpired  their  own  deftruflion,  as  they  certainly  ne~ 
g!e3ed  every  ftep  that  might  have  contributed  to  their  fafo« 
tyorfuccefs.  They  might  have  oppofed  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  at  the  pafTage  of  the  Spey:  they  might,  by 
proper  condu3,  have  afterwards  attacked  his  camp  in  the 
tiight,  with  a  good  profpeiil  of  fuccefs.  As  they  were 
greatly  mfcrior  to  him  in  number,  and  weakened  with 
hungei:  and  fatigue,  they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills 
and  faflnefles,  where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live 
cattle  for  provifion,  recruited  their  regiments,  and  been 
joined  by  a  ftrong  re-enforcement,  which  wa&  a^ually  in 
■    ■  *  .       -  full 
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full  mvchtolheiVaffiftaDce.    But  they  were  diftrafied  by     CHAp. 
diflentions  andjealoufies:  they  obeyed  the  didatcs  of  de-  .   ^      ' 
fpair,  snd  wilfully  devoted  thcnirelves  to  ruin  and  deaA.        ij^ 
"When  the  wws  -oi  the  battle  arrived  in  fngland*   the  na- 
tipn  was  tranfported  with  joy,  and  extolled  the   Duke  of 
Cumberland  as  a  hero  and  deliverer.     Both  Houfcs  of  par-* 
li^ment  congratulated  his  Majefty  on  the  aufpicious  event. 
Xhey  decreed,  in  the  moft  folema  manner,  their  publick 
thanks  to  his'  royal  highnefs,   which  were  tranfmitted  to 
him  by  the  Speakers  ;    and  the  Commims,  by  bill,   added 
five-and-twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  to  his  former. 
revenue. 

§  II.  Immediately  after  the  decifive  action  at  Culloden, 
the  Duke  took  pofleffion  of  Invcrnefs,  where  fix -and- thirty, 
deferters,  convidled  by  a  court-martial,  were  ordered  to  be 
executed  :  then  he  detached  feveral  parties  to  ravage  the 
country.  One  of  thelb  apprehended  the  Lady  Mackintofli, 
who  was  fent  prifoner  to  Invernefs,  They  did  not  plun- 
der her  houfe,  but  drove  away  her  cattle,  though  her  huf- 
band  was  actually  in  the  fervice  of  government.  The  caflic 
of  Lord  Lovat  was  deftroyed.  The  French  prifoners  were 
fent  to.  CarliHe  and  Penrith  :  Kilmarnock,  Balmerino, 
Cromartie,  and  his  fon,  the  Lord  Macleod,  were  conveyed 
by  fea  to  London  ;  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  rank  were  con-* 
jined  in  different  ptifons.  The  Marquis  of  Tullibardine, 
'  together  with  a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  were 
icifed,  and  tranfported  to  the  Tower  of  London,  to  which 
the  Earl  of  Traquair  had  been  committed  on  fufpicion :  in 
a  few  months  after  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  Murray,  the 
pretender's  fecretary,  was  apprehended ;  and  the  eldeft  Ton 
of  Lord  X^vat,  having  furrendered  himfelf,  was  imprifon- 
ed  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh.  In  a  word,  ail  the  jails  of 
Great- Britain,  from  the  capital  northwards,  were  filled 
.  with  thqfe  unfortunate  captives ;  and  great  numbers  of 
them  were  crowded  together  in  the  holin  of  Ihips,  where 
thpy  perifbed  in  the  moft  deplorable  manner,  for  want  of 
necellaries,  air,  and  exercife.  Some  rebel  chiefs  efcaped 
\fi  twp -French  frigates  which  had  ariived  on  the  coaft  of 
Lochaber 
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BOOK.  '  Lochaber  about  the  end  of  AfirU',  and  engaged  dtrte  ■ 
1^,  '.  f  vftiglsheVon^in^  tn  hiG  Britannicic  MajeA^,  which  they 
I74&-  oUiged  to  retire.  Odiers  embarked  on  t>oaTd  of  a  ibip. 
on  the  coaft  of  Buchm  ;  and  were  conveyed  to  NoFvay,- 
from  whence  they  travdied  to  Sweden.  In  the  month - 
of  May,  the  Duke  of  Conibeiland  advanced  with  the' 
army  into  the  Highlands,  as  far  as  Fort-Auguftus,  where 
lie  encamped')'  and  fent  «^  detachments  on  all  hands,  to 
hunt  down  the  fugitives,'  and  lay  wade  the  country  -with 
fire  and  fword.  The  cafiles  of  Glengary  and  Ltfchid 
were  plan^red  and  burned:  every  h[3ufe,  hut,  or  habi- 
tuion,  met  with  the  fame  fate,  without  diflin£Hon  :  aH> 
the  cattle  and  prov'tTion  were  carried  off:  the  men  were 
either  (hot  upon  the  mountains,  like  wild  beafts,  or  put' 
to  death  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of  tri^ :  the  wo- 
men, after  having  feen  their  hufbands  and  fathers  mur- 
thered,  were  fubjei^ed  to  brutal  violation,  and  then  turned 
out  naked,  with  their  children,  to  flarve  on  the  barren 
heaths.  One  whole  family  was  enclofed  in  a  barn,  and 
confumcd  to  afhes.  Thofe  minifters  of  vengeance  were 
fo  alert  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  that  in  a  few 
^ays  there  was  neither  houfe,  cottage,  man,  nor  beafty 
to  be  feen  in  the  compafs  of  fifty  miles  :  all  was  ruin^ 
filence,  and  defolatioo.  ■    .:. 

■  §  III.  The  humane  reader  cantiot  rcflcft  upon  fuch  9 
fcene  without  grief  and  horrour:''what  then  muft  have 
been  the  fcnfation  of  ihefiJgicive  prince,  whcnhe  beheld 
thefe  fpedlpcles  of  woe,  the  difmal  fruit  of  his  ambition  ? 
He  was  now  furrbunded  by  armed  troops,  that  chafed 
him  from  hili  to  dale,  from  rock  to  cavern,  and  from 
fliore  to  fliore.  Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages; 
without  attendants,  or  any  other  fupport  but  that  which  the 
pooreft  peafant  could  fttpply.  Sometimes  he  was  rowed  in 
filher-boats  fromille'to  ille,  among  the  Hebrides,  and  ofteA 
in  light  of  his  purfuers.  For  fome  days  he  appeared  iA 
Woman's  attire,  and  even  palTed  through  the  midH  of  his 
enemies  unknown.  But,  underftanding  his'difguife  ^afe  . 
difcovered,  he  affumed  the  habit  of  *  travelling  mouw- 
'"  S  tainccr^ 
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UinteTfaad  wandcfCd  Kbout  among  the  woods  and  hatha, 
with  a  nutted  beard  and  fqualid  looks  expofed  to  hun- 
ger, thirH:,  and,  wcaruiefs,  and  in  continual  danger  of 
bHsgappreheoded.  He  waa  obliged  to  truft  hit  life  to 
the  fidelity  of  above  fifty  tfldividualst  zai  many  of  thefe 
Wne  in  the  loweft  paths  of  fortone.  They  knew  that  a 
price  of  thirty  Ihoufand  pounds  was  fet  upon  hts  head  j 
und  that,  by  betraying  him,  they  Ihould  enjoy  wealth  and 
affluence:  but  they  detefied  the  thought  of  obtaining 
[iches  on  fuch  infamous  terms,  ind  miniftered  to  his  ne- 
celSties,  with  the  utmofl:  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  their  own  deftniSion.  In  the  courfe  of  thcfe 
peregrinations,  he  was  more  than  once  hemmed  in  by  hli 
purfuers,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feemed  to  preclude  all  pofE- 
biiity  of  efcapirig :  yet,  hi  was  never  abandoned  by'  his 
hope  and  mrollc^ton :  he  ftill  found  ibmc  expedient  that 
faved  him  from  captivity  and  death  j  'and  through  the 
whole  coorfe  of  his  difirefles  maiAtained  the  moft  ama- 
eing  a]uanimity  and  good  humour.  At  length  k  privateer 
of  St.  Malo,  hired  by  the  young  Sheridan  and  fome  other 
Irilh  adherents,  arrived  in  Lochnannach ;  and  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  September  this  unfortunate  prince  em- 
barleed  in  the;  habh  which  he  'Wore  for  difguife.  His 
eye  vas  hollow;  his  vifagC  wan,'  and  his  cbhftitutlon 
greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  ^tigue.  He  was  accotn' 
panicd  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his'  brodier,  with  3 
few  other  eitiles.  They  fet  fail  for  Flrancc,"i!fl  after 
having  paffed  uiifeeii,  "hy  means  of  a  thick  fog,  through 
a  BfitiOi  fquadron  'commanded  by  Admiral  Leilock,  and 
been  chafed  by  two  Engllfli  ihips  of  war,  arrivdl  in  faf'ety 
at  RofcaUj'near  Modaix,  in  Bretaghe.  Perhaps'  he  would 
have  found  it  ftill  more  difficult  to  efcirpe,  had  iiot  thii 
vigilance  and  eagernefs  of  the  goverriment  been  relaxed^ 
ill  confequence  of  a  report,  that  he  had  already  fallen 
pmong  fome  perfoils  that  were  flain  by  a  volley  from  one 
pf  the  Duke's  detachments. 

§  IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rife,  progrefs,    and 

ej^tini^ion  of  the  rcljellion,  it  will  be  neceflary-  to  take  l 

letrofpeflive 
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BOOK  [cthsfpeSive  view  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament.  The 
^  '  f  neceffary  fteps  being  taken  for  quieting  the  inteftine  cooi- 
J174S.  tnotions  of  the  Ictngdom,  the  two  Houfea  began  to  con- 
vert their  attention  to  the  afiairs  of  the  continent.  On 
the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  the  King  repaired  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throno 
gave  his  parliament' to  underftand,  that  the  States-Gene- 
ral had  made  preffing  inftances  for  his  alSftance  in  the 
,  prefent  conjuncture,  when  they  were  in  fuch  danger  of 
being  oppreffed  by  the  power  of  France  in  the  Nether- 
lands; that  he  had  promifed  to  co-operate  with  them 
towards  oppoftng  the  further  progrefs  of  their  enemies ; 
and  even  concerted  meafures  for  that  purpofe.  He  de- 
clared it  was  with  regret  that  he  alked  any  further  aid* 
of  his  people :  he  exhorted  them  to  watch  over  the  pub- 
licit  credit  i  and  exprelTed  his  entire  dependence  on  their 
zeal^and  unanimity.  He  was  favoured  with  loyal  ad- 
drefles,  couched  in  the  warmeft  terms  of  duty  and  af- 
fection :  but  the  fupplies  were  retarded  by  new  ccnvul- 
lions  in  the  miniftry.  The  Earl  of  G.  had  made  an  effort 
to  retrieve  his  influence  in  the  cabinet,  and  his  fovereiga 
favoored  his  pretenlions.  The  two  brothers,  who  knew 
his  afpirtng  genius,  and  dreaded  his  fuperior  talents, 
lefufed  to  admit  fuch  a  colleague  into  the  adminifiration ; 
(hey  even  refolved  to  ftrengchen  their  party,  by  intro- 
ducing frefh  auxiliaries  into  the  offices  of  ftate.  Some  of 
thefe  were  perfonally  difagreeable  to  his  Majefty,  who 
accordingly  rejeSed  the  fuit  by  which  they  were  recom^ 
mended.  The  Duke  of  NewcaAle  and  his  brother,  with 
all  their  adherents,  immediately  refigned  their  employ- 
ments. The  Earl  of  Granville  was  appointed  fecretary 
of  ftate,  and  refumed  the  reins  of  adminiftration  :  but, 
finding  himfelf  unequal  to  the  accumulated  oppofiiion 
that  preponderated  againft  him  ;  forefeeing  that  he  (bould 
not  be  able  to  fecure  the  fupplies  in  parliament ;  and 
dreading  the  confequences  of  that  confufion  which  hi$ 
reftoration  had  already  produced,  he,  in  three  days,  vo- 
luntarily quitted  the  helm;  and  his  Majclly  acqui^fced 
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la  the  nwtfiircs  propofed  by  the  oppofite  party.  The  *^"*''' 
feals  were  re<delivered  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  the  ^_  -, ,!._/ 
£arl  of  Harrington :  Mr.  Pelham,  and  all  the  rcA  who  1741. 
had  r^gned,  were  retnftated  in  their  refpeftive  employ- 
meats  ^  and  offices  were  conferred  on  fcvcral  individuals 
who  had  never  before  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  govern- 
nient.  William  Pitt,  Efq.  was  appointed  vice-trcafurer 
of  Ireland,  and  foon  promoted  to  the  plac^  of  paymafter- 
'  general  of  the  forces;-  at  the  fame  time  the  King  de- 
clared him  a  jprivy-counfcilor.  This  gentleman  had  been 
originally  deligned  for  the  army,  in  which  he  adtually 
bore  a  conlmiffion  ;  but  fate  referred  him  for  a  niore  im- 
portant ftation.  In  p<nnt  of  fortune  ho  was  barely  quali- 
fied to  be  clewed  member  of  parliament,  when  he  obtain- 
ed a  Icat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  he  foon  out- 
Ihone  all  his  compatriots.  He  displayed  3  furprifing  ex- 
tent and  precifion  of  political  knowledge,  an  irrefiflible 
energy  of  argument,  and  fuch  power  of  elocution,  as 
ftruck  his  hearers  with  aftonifhment  and  admiration.  It 
flafbed  like  the  lightening  of  heaven  againft  the  miniflers 
and  fons  of  corruption,  blafiing  where  it  fmote,  and  wi- 
tiiering  the  nerves  of  oppofttion  :  but  his  more  fubftantial 
praife  was  founded  upon  his  dlfincerefted  integrity,  his 
incorruptible  heart,  his  unconqnerable  fpirit  of  indepen- 
dence, and  his  invariable  attachment  to  the  intereft  and 
liberty  of  his  country. 

§  V.  The  quiet  of  the  minlflry  being  re-eftabllfliec!,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  provided  for  forty  thoufand  feamcn^ 
nearly  the  fame  number  ofl^d  forcqs,  befides  fifteen  regi- 
ments  raifed  by  the  nobility,  on  account  of  the  rebellion, 
and  about  twelve  thoufand  marines.  They  fettled  funds  for  ^ 

the  maintenance  of  the  Dutch  and  Heflian  troo^  that 
were  in  England,  as  well  as  for  the  fuhfidy  to  the  Land- 
grave. They  granted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
die  King  of  Sardinia;  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
tiie  Queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
pounds  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  eighteen  thoufand  Ha- 
noverians i  about  three-and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  fub- 

fidici 
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BOOK,    fidtfsta  the.  Elcflors  of  Menu  and  C*dogo;   aatf  fivt 

.     _ '_  _  J   hundred  thoufand  pqunds  in  a  vote  of  credit  and  coofi^ence 

'■"1746.  *    to'bis  Majesty.    The  whole  change  of  the  currcst  ycsr 

smouQtedtQ  fevenmillioiis  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufaiui 

pounds,   which  wa^  .riifed  by  the  land  and  oialt-tuces, 

anauitles  on  the  additional  duti^  impofed  «n  glafs,  and  fpi- 

rituous  ]ii;[UQra,    a  lottery,   a  dcdu<£tion  fro^  ;he  finhing-* 

fund,  and  Exchequer  bills,  chargeable  on  the  firft  f^jda  .that 

fljould  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  jjarliE^ment. 

§  VI.  The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  legiflMure  re- 
fc^ved  to  owke  examples  of  thofe  ^vho,  had  been  coiwwiwd 
in  difturbing  the  peace  of  their  country.  In  June  wi  aiJ 
of  attainder  was  pafled  againS  the  priacipiJ,  pei(btu  who 
had  embarked  in  that  dtfpera,te  undertaking ;  and  coima 
were  opened  in  difierenc  parts  pf  England,  fw  the  trial 
of  the  prifoners.  Seventeen  perfons. .who  had  bor'n  anna 
in  the  rebel  army  were  executed  at  Kenningtoa-Comnion  j 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  an^  fuffefed  Vith  great 
constancy  under  the  dreadful  tortures  which  their  fen- 
tence  prcfcribed  :  nine  were  put  to  death,  '  in  the  fame 
manner,  at  Carlifle ;  fix  at  Brumpton,  feven  at  Penrith* 
and  eleven  at  York  :  of  thefe  a  confiderable  number  werQ 
gentleinen,  and  had  adled  as  oKcers  :  about  fifty  had  been 
executed  as  defcrters  in  different  parts  of  Scotland  ;  eigh- 
ty-one fuffered  the  pains  of  the  law  as  traitors.  A  few 
obtained  pardons,  and  a  confiderable  number  were  t^anf- 
ported  to  the  plantations.  Sills  of  inditSment  ^r  high- 
treafon  were  found  by  the  county  of  Surrey  againft.  thd 
Earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and  Lord  Balme-  ' 
rino.  Thefe  noblemen  were  tried  by  their  peers  in  .Weft- 
minfter-hall,  the  Lord  Chancellor  pte£ding  as  Lwd 
High-Steward  for  the  occalion.  Tbe  two  earls  confefled 
their  crimes  and  in  pathetick  fpeeches  recommended 
themfelves  to  his  Majefty's  mercy.  Lord  Balmuino 
pleaded  not  guilty :  he  denied  his  having  been  at  Car- 
lifle at  the  time  fpecilied  in  the  indictment ,  but  this  ex- 
ception was  over-ruled :  then  he  moved  a  point  of  law..io 
arreft  of  judgement,  and  was  allowed  to  be.b^r4.^y.  bia, 
counfel. 
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«OQn(U.  The7  might  have  expUUtcd  on  the  hardfbip  ^^v''* 
ef  being  tried  by  an  tfx  pift  fr&$  law,  and  claimed  the  \_.-^.-.^ 
pnvilege  of  triat  in  the  county  where  the  aft  of  treafon  174^ 
was  &id  to  have  been  committed.  The  fame  bardifatp 
was  impofed  upon  all  the  in^irifoned  rebels : .  they  were 
^gged  in  captivity  ta  a  ftrange  country,  far  from  their 
friends  and  connexions,  deftitute  of  means  to  produce 
crideoce  in  their  favour,  even  if  they  had  been  innocent 
of  the  charge.  Balmerino  waved  this  plea,  and  fubniitted 
to  the  court}  which  pronounced  lenience  of  death  upon 
him  and  his  two  aJTociates.  Cromartie's  life  was  fpaied  \ 
butdie  dther  two  were  beheaded,  in  themonth  of  Au- 
guft,  on  Tower-hill.  Kilmarnoclc  was  a  noblenian  of 
£ne  petfcmal  accomplifhmoits  :  be  had  been  educated  in 
Revolution  principles,  and  eng^cd  in  the  rebellion,  partly 
from  the  defperate  Jicuation  of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from 
jefoitment  to  the  government,  on  his  being  deprived  <^3' 
penfion  which  he  had  for  fomc  tiqui  enjoyed.  He  was 
convinced  of  bis  having  a^ed.  ctiminaiiy,  and  died  widi. 
narks  of  penitence  and  toncritioi).  fialmctino  had  faeea 
bred  to  arms,  and  aded  upon  princif4e :  he  was  gallantf 
brave,  rough,  and  refolute :  he:  ejped  the  implements  of 
death  with  the  mod  carelefs  familiarity,  and  feemed  to 
triumph  in  his  fiifferingi.  In' November,  Mr.  RatcliS*, 
the  titular  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  'ivho  had  been  taken 
in  a  fhip  bound  to  Scotland,  was  arraigned  on  a  former 
fentence,  pafled  againft  him  in  the  year  one  thoutand 
feven  hundred  and  lixteen :  he  refiifed  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  court,  and  pleaded  that  he  was  a  fubjciEi  of 
France,  honoured  with  a  commiffion  in  the  fcrvice  of  his 
Moft  Chriflian  Majefty,  The  identity  of  his  petfon  be- 
ing proved,  a  rule  was  made  for  his  execution  ;  and  on 
the  eighth  day  of  December  he  fuffered  decapitation,  with 
the  moll  perfefi  compofuie  and  ferenity.  Lord  Lovat,- 
now  turned  rA  fourfcorc,  was  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons, and  tried  in  Weftminfler-hall  before  the  Lord 
High-Steward.  John  Murray,  fecretary  to  the  Prince- 
Pretender,  and  fome  of  his  own  domellicks  appearing 
againft 
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BOOK  againft  him,  he  was  cooviftcd  of  high-treafon,  and  cofl> 
I  •  .  demiied.  Notwithftanding  his  age,  inJinnitiea,  and  tha 
1746.  recollection  of  his  confcience,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
not  altogether  void  of  ofFenfc,  he  died  lilce  an  ^d  Romany 
exclaiming,  "  liulu  tt  dtcarum  pre  patria  msri."  He 
Airveyed  the  crowd  with  attention,  examined  the  ax, 
jelled  with  the  executioner,  and  laid  his  head  upon  the 
block  with  the  utmoft  indifference.  From  this  laft  fcene 
of  his  life  one  would  have  concluded,  that  he  had  approved) 
bimfelf  a  patriot  from  his  youth,  and  never  deviated  from 
the  paths  of  virtue, 

§  VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent  did  not 
expire  at  the  election  of  an  emperor,  and  the-  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire-J 
On  the  contrary,  it  raged  with  double  violence  tn  confe- 
quence  of  thcfe  events ;  for  the  forLC  that  was  before  di- 
vided being  now  united  in  one  body,  exerted  itfcif  with 
greater  vigour  and  rapidity.  The  States-General  were 
overwhelmed  with  confteiTiation.  Notwithftanding  the 
pains  they  had  uken  to  avoid  a  war,  and  the  condefcenfioiL- 
with  which  they  had  foothed  and  fupplicated  the  French 
Monarch  in  repeated  cmbaffics  and  memorials,  they  faw 
themfelves  llripped  of  their  barrier,  and  once  more  in  dan- 
ger of  being  overwhelmed  by  that  ambitious  nation.  The 
city  of  Bruflels  had  been  reduced  during  the  winter  ;  fo 
that  the  enemy  were  ip  polTcffion  of  all  the  Auflrlan  Ne- 
therlands, except  a  few  fortreOes.  Great  part  of  the 
forces  belonging  to  the  Republicic  were  re(lri£ted  from  ac- 
tion by  capitulations,  to  which  they  had  fubfcribcd.  The 
flates  were  divided  in  their  councils  between  the  two  fac- 
tions which  had  long  fubfiftcd.  They  trembled  at  the 
profpcd  of  feeing  Zealand  invaded  in  the  fpring.  The 
Orange  party  loudly  called  for  an  augmentation  of  their 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  that  they  might  profccute  the  war 
with  vigour.  The  common  people,  fond  of  novelty,  das- 
zJed  by  the  fplendor  of  greatnefs,  and  fully  perfuaded  that 
nothing  but  a  chief  was  wanting  to  their  fecurity,  demand- 
ed the  Prmcc  of  Orange  as  a  Stadtholder  ;  and  evea 
mingled 
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minglecl  menates  with  their  demands.     The  oppolite  fac-    *^  Ha  p. 
tion  dreaded  alike  the  power  of  a  Scadtholder,  the  neigh-  ^  ,       '  ^ 
bourhood  of  a  French  army,  and  the  feditious  difpofition  of      i;46. 
the  populace.     An  aiYibafTadour  was  fent  to  London  with 
r^refen  tat  ions  of  the  imminent  dangers  which  threatened 
t\x  republick  ;    and  he  was  ordered  to  follicit  in  the  moft' 
prelSng  terms  the  alBOance  of  his  Britannick  Majelly,  that 
the  allies  might  have  a  luperiority  in  the  Netherlands  by 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign.     The  King  was  very  well  • 

difpolinl  to  comply  with  their  requeft ;  but  the  rebellion  in 
his  kingdom,  and  the  difTcniions  in  his  cabinet,  had  retard- 
ed the  fupplics,  and  embarraflcd  him  fo  much,  that  be 
found  it  impofSble  to  make  thofe  early  preparations  that 
were  neceffary  to  check  the  career  of  the  enemy. 

§  VIH.  The  King  of  France,  with  his  general,  the 
Count  de  Saxe,  took  the  field  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  and 
advanced  towards  the  allies,  who,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and-forty  thoufand,  were  entrenched  behind  the  Demefi 
qnderthe  condud  of  the  Auftrian  general  Bathiani,  who 
retired  before  them,  and  took  pofl  in  the  neiglibourhood  of 
Breda,  the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant.  Marcfchal  Saxe  im- 
nediately  invelled  Antwerp,  which  in  a  few  d^ys  was  fur- 
Ktidercd.  Then  he  appeared  before  the  ftrong  town  of  , 
Mans  in  Hainault,  with  an  irrefiftible  train  of  artillery,  aa 
immenfe  quantity  of  bombs  and  warlike  implements.  He 
carried  on  his  approaches  with  fuch  unabating  impetuo&tyi 
that,  notwithfianding  a  very  vigorous  defenfe,  the  garrifon 
was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of 
June,  in  about  eight-and-twenty  days  after  the  ptaee  had 
been  invefied.  Sieges  were  not  now  carried  on  by  the  te- 
dious method  of  fapping.  The  French  King  found  it 
much  more  expeditious  and  effectual  to  bring  into  the  field 
»  prodigious  train  of  battering  cannon,  and  enormous  mor- 
tars, that  kept  up  fuch  a  iire  as  no  garrifon  could  fulkun,  . 
and  difcharged  fuch  an  inceflant  hail  of  bombs  and  bullets, 
36  in  a  very  little  time  reduced  to  ruins  the  place,  with  all 
its  fortifications.     St.   Guiilain  and  Cbaileroy  met  with 
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BOOK    th«  fate  of  Mods  and  Antworp;    To  that  b]r  the  middle  «f 

^  ■    '    _i  July  the  Ffcnch  KiDg   was  abfcJute  KiaScr  of  FlaMd«:s» 
.1746,       Brabant,  and  Hainault. 

^  IX.  frince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  by  this  time  t(* 
fumed  the  command  of  the  confederate  army  K  Teriveyder 
frhich  being  re-enforced  by  the  Heffian  troops  froai  Scot- 
land, and  a  frefh  body  of  Aullrians  under  Count  Palfi, 
amounted  to  eighty-fevcn  thoufand  RKn^  including  ibe 
Dutch  forces  commanded  by  the  Pfince  of  Waldeck.  The 
generals,  fuppofing  the  next  Aorm  would  fall  upon  Na- 
hiur,  marched  towards  that  place,  and  tooit  poft  in  an  ad* 
vantagvous  fituaiion  on  the  etghteentfc  day  of  July,  in  iighc 
of  the  French  army,  which  was  ei)Gam|ied  at  Gemblours; 
Here  they  remained  till  the  eighth  day  of  Aiiguft,  when  a 
decachmertt  of  the  enemy,  cosManded  by  Count^Lowcn- 
dahl,  took  |iol!eflion  of  Huy,  where  he  founda  lai^e  m^a-> 
sine  belonging  to  the  confederates  ;  and  their  coaimunica' 
tion  with  Mueflricht  was  cut  off.  Marefchal  Saxe,  on  the 
other  fide,  took  hismcafuresfo  well^that  they  were  utterly 
deprived  of  all  fubfiftence.  Then  Prince  Charles,  retiring 
acrols  the  Maefc,  abandoned  Nanwirto  the  efforts  of  thC' 
enemy,  by  whom  it  was  iibmediatcly  invelted.  The 
tf  eiichcE  were  opened'on  the  fecond  day  of  September ;  aad 
thegarrifon,  confiflicg  of  feven  thou&nd  Auftrians,  de-  " 
fcndcd  themfelveswith  equal  Ikill  and  refolution  f  but  the 
cannonading  and  bombardment  were  fo  terribk,  tfan  ia 
a  few  days  the  place  was  convertsd  into  a  heap  of  rubbifli  i 
and  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month  the  French  mo'' 
narchioolc  pofle^onof  this  ilrong  fortrcfs,  which  had  for> 
merly  fuHained  fuch  dreadful  attacks.  Mean  while  the  al- 
lied army  encamped  at  Maeftricht  were  joined  by  Sir  John 
Ligonier,  with  fome  Britifli  and  Bavarian  battalions;  aod 
Prince  Charles  refoived  to  give  the  enemy  battle.  With 
this  view  he  palfed  the  Maefe  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Sep- 
.  tember,  and  advanced  towards  Marefchal  Saxe,  whom  he 
found  fo  adtf antageoufly  poftcd  at  Tongres,  that  he  thought 
proper  to  march  back  to  Maeftricht.  .  On  the  twenty- 
fixihdayof  September  he  crofled  the  Jaar  in  his  retreat  i 

and 
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and  his  rear  w^  attactedty  the  enpny,  who  ven  re-,  chap. 
pulfcd.  But  Cai^ntSaace  being  re-enforced  by  a  body  of  '"■ 
troops,  under  the  Count  de  CJermont,  determined  to  bring  j^^^, 
the  confcderjtcs  to  an  engagement.  .  On  the  thirteenth 
dayofihe  month  he  pafled  the  Jaai;,  while  they  took  pof- 
.  feffionnftbevillagosofLiers,  Warem.and  Roucoux,  dresy 
Up.lheitiforces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  preparations 
forgi»ing  him  a  warm  reception.  On  thefitft  dayof  Ocr 
Ifther  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns ;  and  a  terribly 
cannonading  began  about  noon.  At  two  o'clock  Princp 
Waldeclt  on  tb?  left  was  charged  with  great  fury;  and 
»fter  »n  obftinate  defenfe  overpowered  by  numbers. 
The  tillages  Vfete  atta^^ked  in  colmnps,  amd  as  one  brie 
gade  was  repujfcd  anqther  fucceeded  ;  fo  that  the  allies 
were  obliged  to  abandon  thefe  pofts,  and  retreat  towards 
JWaeflricht,  with  the  lofs  of  five  thoufand  men,  and  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  viflory^  however,  coft'ihe  French 
general  a  much  greater  number  of  Jives  ;  and  was  attended 
with  no  folid  advantage.  Sir  John  Ligonier,  the  parls  (if ' 
Crawfofd*  and  Rothes,  Brigadier  Douglas,  and  other  of- 
N.a  ficer? 

»  Thii  notlsman,  fo  remaikible  for  hi)  courage  and  ihlrft  of  glprj,  ex- 
hibited s  yeij  ettraordioaty  inftancc  of  prefence  of  mind  nn'  the  morning 
that  preceded  thii  battle.  He  and  fotne  lulantieri,  accompanied  by  hii  iidB- 
du-canp.  and  stUaded  b;  two  Diderly  dragoont,  had  rode  out  befon  day  to 
iBCBnooitnUbefu^afninDfcheeoamyi  and  fell  in  upon  ode  of  iheitadvaot^d 
gufcds.  Thefcgeincwbocaramuided  i|  iwinediately  lumed  out  his  men, 
■Odlbdrpiecei  we«preftnted  *hen  the  earl  fiift  peiceived  them.  Without 
betrajingtheleaamatkofdifoidtr,  he  rode  up  to  Ihe  ftijeanr,  and  affuming 
Iht  c£ani3er  of  a  Ftenth  fineial,  told  him  inihit  bnguagr,  that  there  was  no 
occtfioB  fi»  iiich  cerqnvHiy.  Tbenhe  alked,  IT  they  had  iieneJTed  any  of  the 
enemy'i  jarliai  f  ind  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  "  Very  well  (faid  he) 
•<  be  npooyouT  guard;  and  ifyou  Hiould  be  attacked,  I  will  take  eare  that 
"  pii  Diall  be  fDlhined."  So  faying,  he  and  his  company  retired  befote  tbe 
ftqeaat  could  leealleaUmfelf  from  thifurprifeoccaliDned  by  this  uacipeAed 

addreta.  tn  a)l  pipbability  he  wit  Toon  fenfibte  of  hii  miltake  i  for  the  in(i- 
dm;  was  that  very  day  publlckly  mentioned  in  the  French  army.  The  Ptince 
«f  TJngtay;  an  officer  in  the  Anllrian  fervice,  having  been  fatten  piifoner  in 

thtkjttii  thit  enfued,  dined  wiih  Matefchal  Count  Saie,  who  difmifTed  him 
op  l|ii  pn-ole,  and  deited  he  would  charg*  himftif  with  a  faeetioBl  eomplu 
ment  to  his  oU  ftiend,  the  Earl  of  Crawford.  He  wifliad  hit  loidihlp  joy  of 
being  a  French  general,  andfai^  he  could  not  help  being  difpleafed  with  ihs 
figeant,  -ai  be  had  not  procured  him  the  honoui  of  his  lordfhip's  compan/  at 
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BOOK    ficcrs  of  the  Britifh   troops,  diftidgatftied   themfdrtsb^ 

^       '     .  theirgallantryand  condud  on  this  occafion.     This  afiida 

17^       terminated  the  campaign.     The  allies  paffing  the  Maefe, 

took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  the  duchies  of  Limborgh 

and    Luxembourg  ;     while    the    French  cantoned  their 

troops  in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  conquered. 

§  X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  altogether  unfavour-. 
able  to  the  French  and  Spaniards,  The  houfe  of  Auftria 
being  no  longer  prcfTed  on  the  fide  of  Germany,  was  ena- 
bled to  make  the  (Ironger  efforts  in  this  country  }  and  the 
Britifli  fubftdy  encouraged  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  aA 
with  redoubled  vivacity.  Marefchal  Maillebois  occupied 
the  greater  part  of  Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thoufand 
men.  Don  Philip  and  the  Count  de  Gages  were  at  the 
head  of  a  greater  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Modena/with  eight  thoufand,  fecnred  his 
own  dominions.  The  King  of-  Sardintz  augmented  hii 
forces  to  fix-and- thirty  thoufand  ;  and  the  Auftrian  army, 
under  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein,  amounted  to  a  much 
greater  number  j  fo  that  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  the'  ne- 
ceffity  of  ading  on  the  defenfive,  and  retired  towards  the 
Mantuan.  In  February  Baron  Leutrum,  the  Piedmon- 
tefc  general,  inverted  and  took  the  ftrong  fortrcfs  of  Afle:. 
He  afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of  Alexandria,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in  the  winter,  reduced  Cafal, 
recovered  Valencia,  and  obliged  Maillebois  to  retire  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Genoa.  On  the  other  fide,  Don  Philip 
and  Count  Gages  abandoned  Milan,  Favia,  and  Parma, 
retreating  before  the  Auftrians  with  the  utmort  precipita- 
tion to  Placcntia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the  third  of 
June  by  the  French  forces  under  Maillebois. 

§  XI.  Before  ihisjumftion  was  effcAed,  the Spanifii  gene- 
ral, Pignatetli,  had  palTed  the  nver  Po  in  the  night  with  a 
ftrong  detachment,  and  beaten  up  the  (Quarters  of  feven 
thoufand  Aurtrians  ported  at  Codogno.  Don  Philip,  find- 
ing bimfelf  at  the  head  of  two-and-fifty  thoufand  men  by 
his  junilion  with  the  French  general,  refolved  to  attack  the 
Aurtrians  in  their  camp  at  San  Lazaro,  before  they  fliould 
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be  re-enforced  by  his  Sardinian  Majcfty.  Accordingly,  oq  ^  y*""- 
the  fourth  day  of  June  io  the  evening,  he  marched  with  ^  -^  _  1  .- 
equal  filence  and  expedition,  and  entered  the  Auftrian  i746> 
trenches  about  eleven,  when  a  defperate  battle  eiifucd. 
I'beAuftrians  were  prepared  for  (be  attack,  which  they 
fuftained  with  great  vigour  till  morning.  Then  they 
<{uitted  their  entrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in 
their  turn  with  fuch  fury,  that  after  an  obflinate  refinance 
the  combined  army  was  broke,  and  retired  with  precipita- 
tion to  Piacencia,  leaving  on  the  field  fifteen  thoufaiid  men 
JdUed,  wounded,  and  taken,  together  with  fixty  colours, 
and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  In  a  few  weeks  the  Audrians 
were  joined  by  the  Piedmontefe :  the  KIngof  Sardinia  af- 
fiimed  the  chief  command  j  and  Prince  Lichtenftcin  being 
indifpoied,  his  place  was  fupplied  by  the  Marquis de  Botta. 
Don  Philip  retired  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  and  extend- 
ed his  conqueth  in  the  open  country  of  thtf  Milan^fe, 
The  King  of  Sardinia  called  «  council  of  war,  in  whicH 
It  was  deteimined  that  he  Ihould  pafs  the  river  with  a 
£n>ng  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  fltaighten  the  enemy  on 
one  fide}  v^ile  the  Marquis  de  Botta  fhould  march  up 
the  Tydone,  to  cut  off  their  communication  with  Placen- 
tia.  They  forthwith  quittad  ftll  th«  paRa  they  bad  occu- 
pied between  the  X.ambio  and  Adda,  rcfolving  to  repafi  the 
Fo,  aod  retreat  to  Tortona.  With  this  view  they  threw 
fcrid^  of  boats  over  that  river,  and  began  to  pafi  on  ths 
jiinth  day  of  Augufl  in  the  evening.  They  were  attacked 
atRotto  Freddo  bya  detachment  of  Auflrians,  under  Ge- 
neral Serbelloaif  who  maintained  the  engagement  till  ten 
in  the  morning,  when  BottH  arrived : ;  the  battle  was  re^ 
newed  with  redoubled  rage,  and  laftcd  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  enemy  retired  in  gre^t  diforder  to  Tortona, 
with  the  lofs  of  eight  thoufand  men,  a  good  number  of  co- 
lours and  flandards,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.  Thia 
vi^ory  coft  the  Aufirians  four  thoufand  men  killed  upon  ' 
the  fpot,  including  the  gallant  Gisneral  Bernclau.  The 
vi&ors  immediately  fummoned  Placentia  to  furrender ;  an|} 
tfw  garriloa,-  cooCftiilgpf  nine  thoufand  men,  were  made 
N    3  prifooert 
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BOOK    ptifoncrsoF  war  :     Don  Philip   continired  his  retreat,  ini 
^  -.-^  of  all  his  forces  brought  fix-and-TWenty  thotilsrid  only  into 
»746.    '    the  territories  of  Genoa. , 

§  XII.  The  Piedmontefe  and  Auftrllns  Vejoining  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tortona,  of 
Vhich  they  took  pofleflion  without  rCfiftante,  '  while  tht 
enemy  fheltered  "theinfelveS  under  the  cannon  of  Gem«l. 
They  did  not  long  continue  in  this  fituation  ;  ForOnthS 
twcnty-fccond  day  of  Auguft  they  were  again  in  motiolii 
and  retired  into  Frovence.  The  court  of  Madrid  irti- 
poting  the  bad  fuccefs  of  this  campaign  ■  to  the  tnifcon-* 
duftof  Count  Gages,  recalled  that  general,  and  fent  thte 
Marquis  de  lasMinas  to  refume  thccommandof  the  forces. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  viftorious  confedefates  api^eared  be- 
fore Genoa  oil  the  fourth  day  of  Deccfnbtr  :  and  the  fe^ 
iiate  of  that  city  thinking  it  incapatle  of  defenfe,  fubmit- 
ted  to  a  very  mortifying  capitulation,  by  which  the  gatei 
were  delivered  up  to  the  Auftriansy  together  with  all  their 
arras,  artillery,  aiid  am'ffiunition  :  and  the' city  was  fub- 
jcilcd  to  the  moft  cruel  cofttributions.  -  The  Mar'tjais 
de  Bdita  being  left  at  Genoa  ■  with  fixteen  ■tholii- 
fand  men,  the  King  Of  Sardinia  j-efolved  to  pals  the  Var, 
and  purfue  the  French  a'nd  Spaniards  into  Provence  :  Imt, 
ihzt  mortatch  being  IfeVfed  vrtth  the  fmhU-pox,  the-  ten- 
dufl  of  this  expedition  was  entrofled  to  'Count  Brown,  ati 
Auftrian  general  of  IriA  extract,  who  *ad'  given  repeatiei 
proofs  of  uncommon  valour  and  capacity,  He  was  on  (hn 
o'ccafton  a'flilled  liyVlce- Admiral  M-eiley,  who  comttiahtl- 
*ed  the  Britifhfquadronin  the'MBditerr«ne«tt.  TheFreflofc 
forces  had  fortified  die  pafles  of  the  Var^  wnder  the  coft- 
dud  of  the  Marefchal  de  Betteifte,  who  'thought  prktpertti 
^■bajiSofi  his  pofts  at  the  approach  rf-GoofS  Btow^l;  and 
this  general,  at  the  tiead  of  fifty  thoufwd  rfteiv,  pe:0ed  the 
river  with'Oiitoppofitmn>  on  the  ninth  drfy  of  November. 
While  he  advanced  as  fer  asl5rag»ignaB,-laying  the  open 
poflntry  under  ttonrribution,  Baren  Roth,  ftkh  fourrand? 
twertty  battalions^  rflveft'ed'-AntibeS,  which  was  at  the 
"fistie  time  bcrmbardcd  en  (he  fi^of  i^ie  fea  byjthe  British 
f^uadron, 
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fqiiadron.     The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twentieth     c  H  a  !'. 
day  of  September:  but  Bellcifle  having  afTcmbled  a  nume-    ^^_J^^^' 
ro«9  army,  fttperiot  to  ttiat  of  ihe  eonfeiJerates,  and  the  Gc-       (746. 
Irtde  hiving  expelled  tAeir  Aufhian   guefts.  Count  Brown 
^ndoned  the  cnterprifej  and  i^afled  the  Var,  not  with- 
eutfome 'damage  from  the  enemy, 

■§  Xlll.  The  <ourt  of  Vicntia,  which  has  always  pa- 
trpnifedo|ipfe(fioti,-ein£led  fuch  heavy  contributions  from 
the  Genofefc,  and  its  dirciSions  were  fo  rigorou/ly  put  ia 
execution,  that  the  people  were  reduced  to  defpnir  ;  and 
refdved  t«  make  a  laft  effort  for  the  recovery  of  their  li* 
berty  and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  took  armi  in 
fecitt,  feiled  feveral  important  pofls  of  the  city;  fur- 
prifedfome  battalions  of  the  AuHrians  ;  furrounded  others^ 
andcutAem  in  pieces  [  and,  in  a  word,  drove  them  ouC 
with  great  flaugbter.  The  Marquis  de  Uolta  a£led  with 
caution  and  fpirit :  but  being  overpowered  by  numbers^ 
end  apprehenfive  of  the  peafants  in  the  country,  who  wert 
in  arms,  he  retreated  to  the  pafs  of  the  Bocbetta  on  the  fide  ' 
of  Lombardy,  where  he  fecured  himfelf  inan  advantageous 
fituation,  until  he  could  receive  re-enforcements.  The  lofs 
lie  had  fuftained  at'Genox  did  not  hinder  him  from  re> 
dxictng  Sarona,a  Tea-port  town  belonging  (o  that  republick; 
and  he  afterwards  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  Gavi.  ThQ 
Genoefe,  on  the  contrary,  exerted  themfelyes  with  won- 
derfal  indOftry  in  fortifying  tfaeir  city,  raifing  troops,  and 
in  taking  other  meafures  for  a  vigorous  defenfe,  in  cafii 
theyfhouid  again  be  infulted. 

§  XIV.  The  naval  tranfaflions  of  this  year  reflefled 
very  little  honour  on  the  Britifh  nation.  Commodore 
Peyton,  who  commanded  fix  {hips  of  war  in  the  Eaft-In- 
diea,  'fliamefully  declined  a  decifive  engagement  with  a 
French  jquadron  of  inferior  force  j  and  abandoned  the  im- 
portant Settlement  of  Madras  on  the  coafl  of  Coromandd, 
which  was  taken  without  oppofition  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember by  the  French  commodore,  De  la  Bourdonnais. 
Fort  St.  David,  and  the  other  Britifli  faSories  in  Indii, 
would  probably  Jiave  fliarcd  t^e  fame  fate,  bad  not  th« 
N  4  enemy's 
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enemy's  naval  force  in  that  country  been, Mattered  and 
partly  iJ^Oroyed  by  a  terrible  tempeft.  No  event  of  confe- 
quence  happened  in  America,  though  it  was  a  fcenc  that 
feemed  to  promife  the  greateft  fuccefs  to  the  arms  of  Eng- 
land. The  reduction  of  Cape- Breton  had  encouraged  tb^ 
miniftry  toprojcd  the  conqueftof  Quebecit,  the  capital  oC 
Canada,  fituated  upon  the  river  of  St..  Laurence.  Cooi- 
miffions  were  fent  to  the  governors  of .  the  Sritifh  colonies 
jn  North -America,  empowering  them  to  raife  companies 
to  join  the  armament  from  England  j  and  eight  thoufand 
troops  were  adirually  raifed  in  confeqgencc  of  thefe  direc> 
tions;  while  a  powerful  fquadron.  and  tranfports,  having 
fix  regiments  on  board,  were  prepared  at  Fortfmouth  for 
ih is  expedition,  But  their  departure  was  pofiponed  by 
ninaccountable  delays,  until  the  feafon  w?s  judged  too  fat 
edvahced  to  rifque  the  great  fliips on  the  boifterous  coaft  of 
North-America,  That  the  armament,  however,  might 
not  be  whplly  ufdefs  to  the  nation,  it  was  employed  iq 
making  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  firetagne,  on  the  fup- 
pofuion  that  Fort  L'Oriem,  the  repofitory  of  all  the  ftores 
and  fhips  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft-India  company, 
niight  be  furprifed ;  or,  that  thi»  invafion  would  alanq 
the  enemy,  and,  by  malting  a  diverfion,  facilitate  tbeopcr 
rations  of  the  Auftrian  general  in  Provence, 

§  XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  this  fervice  con* 
fifted  of  fixteen  great  fhips,  and  eight  frigates,  befid^ 
bomb-ketches  and  (lore-Qiips,  commanded  by  Richard 
Leftock,  appointed  admiral  of  the  blue  divifion.  Six  bat;- 
talionsof  land  troops,  with  a  detachment  of  matrofl~es  and 
bombardiers,  were  embarked  in  thirty  tranfports,  under  the 
.A)ndui5l  of  Lieutenant  General  Sinclair;  and  the  whole 
fleet  fet  fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  fourteenth  day  pf  Sep- 
tember. On  the  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed  in  Quim- 
pertay-bay,  at  the  dift^nce  of  ten  miles  from  Port 
.L'Oricnt.  The  militia,  re-enforced  by  fome  detachments 
from  different  regiments,  were  afiembled  to  the  number  of 
two  thoufand,  and  feemed  refolved  to  oppofe  the  difem- 
^jirltatioa :  but,  feeing  the  Bcicilb   troops  determined  to 
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]«nd  at  all  events,  they  thought  proper  to  retire.      Next 
<Jay  General  Sinclair  advanced  inco  the  country,  IkirmiOi- 
ing  with  the  enemy  in  his  route  J  and  arriving  atthevil- 
Jage  of  Plemure,  within  half  a  league  from  Pott  L'Orient, 
fummoned  that  place  to  furreiider.      He  was  vilited  by  « 
d^utation  from  the  town,  which  ofiered  to  admit  the  Bn- 
tifb  forces,  on  condition  that  they  Ihould  be   retrained 
from  pillaging  the  inhabitants,   and  touching  the  maga- 
zines ;  and  that  they  fliould  pay  a  ju{t  price  for  their  pro- 
vifiont.      Thefe  terms  being  rejefled,  the  inhabitants  pre- 
pared for  a  vigorous  defcnfe ;  and  the  tnglifh  general  tc- 
fo]ved  to  befiege  the  place  in  form,,  though  he  had  neither 
time,  artillery,  nor  forces  fufficlent  for  fuch  an  enterprife. 
This  ftrange  refolution  was  owing  to  the  declaration  of  the 
engineers,  who  promifed  to  lay  the  place  In  afhes  in  the  fpace 
cf  four-and-twenty  hours.      All  his  cannon  amounted  to 
|io  more  than  a  few  ^etd'pieces  ;    and  he  was  tjhi'g^   ^o 
wait  for  two  iron  guns,  which  the  Tailors  dragged  up  from 
the  (hipping.      Had  he  given  the  aflault  on  the'  firft  night 
jifter  his  arrival,  when  the  town  was  filled  with  terrour  and 
confufion,  and  deflicute  of  regular  troops,  in  all  probability 
it  would  have  been  eafily  taken  by  fcalade ;  but  the  reduc- 
tion of  it  was  rendered  impradicable  by  his  delay.     The 
ramparts  were  mounted  with  cannon  from  the  {hips  in  the 
tiatbour ;   new  works  were  raifed  with  great  indtiAry  :  the 
garrifpn  was  re -enforced  by  feveral  bodies  of  regular  troops ; 
and  great  numbers  were  aflembling  from  all  parts  ;    fo  that 
thefiritilh  forces  wefC  in  danger  of  being  furronnded  ia 
?n  enemy's  country,      ^otwithfianding  thefe  difcourage- 
ments,  they  opened  a  fmall  battery  againft  the  town, 
which  was  fet  on  fire  in  feveral  places  by  their  bombs  and 
red-hot  bullets  ;   they  lilcewife  repulfed  part  of  the  garrlfon 
which  had  made  a  Tally  to  deflroy  their  works :  but  their 
cannon  producing  no  eiTeft  upon  the  fortifications,  the 
fire  from  the  town  daily  increafing,  the  engineers  owning 
they'could  not  perform  their  promife,  and  Admiral  Leflock 
declaring,  in  repeated  melTages,  that  he  could  no  longer  ex-, 
fofe  the  (hips  on  an  open  coall  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  the  year. 
General 
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BOOK     General  Sinclair a"bandoned  the  fiege.  ■  Having  cau led  the 

Ciri^ilf  two  iron  pieces  of  canjibn  an'3  the  mortars  to  be  Ipikfad,  tic 
mi.  retreated  in  goo3  order  to  the  fe a- fide,  where  his  troops 
were  re- em  barked,  having  fuflained  very  inconfideraMe 
damag:  fincc  their  firft  landing.  He  cxpeifted  re-enforce- 
ments from  England,  and  was'relolved  to  wait  a  little  lon- 
ger for  their  arrival,  iif  hopes  of  being  able  to '  annoy  the 
enemy  more  effeSually.  In  the  beginning  of  Oflobef  the 
fleet  failed  to  Quiberon-Eay,'  where  they  deftroyed  the  Ar- 
dent, a  French  fliipof  war  of  fixty-four  guns";  arid  a  de- 
tachment of  the  forces  being  landed,  took  pofleinon  6fi 
fort  on  the  penJnfula ;  while  ihe  little  iflands  of  Houat  and 
Heydic  were  reduced  by  the  failors.  In  this  fituationihe 
admiral  and  genera!!  continued  till  the  fevenleenth  day'flf 
the  moiitb,  when  the  forts  being  difmantled,  and  the  troops 
re-embarked,  the  fleet  failed  from  the  French  coaft  :"'the 
admiral  returned  to  England,  and  the  tranfports  with  the 
foMiers  proceeded  to  Ireland,  where  they  arrived  in  fafety. 
§  XVI.  ThTs  expedition,  iveak  and  frivolous  as  it  inay 
feem,  was  refejitcd  by  the  French'  nation  as  one  of  the 
greateft  infults  they  had  ever  -fuftaiped  ;  and  demonllrated 
tbepolSbility  of  hurting  France  in  her  tenderell  parts,  by 
means  of  -in  armament  of  this  nature,  well-timed,  and  vi- 
gorpully  condij^ed.  '  Indeed,  nothing  could  be  morcab- 
furd  or  precipitate  than  an  attempt  to  diftrefs  the  enemy 
by  landing  a  handful  of  troops,  without  drafl-hoifes, 
tents,  or  artillery,  from  a  fleet  of  fliips  lying  on  anopen 
beach,  cxpofed  to  the  uncertainty  "of  weather  in  the'moft 
tempcftuous  feafon  of  the,  yfar,.fo  as'to'render  the  retreat 
and  re- embarkation  altogether .precariouff.  ThCBritifll 
■  fquadrons  in  thcWeft-Indies  performed  no  exploit  of  con- 
sequence in  the  courfe  of  this  yean  The  commerce  waj 
but  indifferently  ptote^ed.  Commodore  Lee,  ftationed  oIF 
M a rti II ico,  allowed  a  French  fleet  of  merchant-fhips,  and 
.' their  convoy,  to  pafs  by  his  fquadron  unmolefted;  and 
Commodore  Mitchel  behaved  fcand^loufly  in  a  rencontre 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  conduct  of  Monfieur 
dc  Conflans,  who  in  his  return  to  £urope  took  the  Severn. 
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an  'Engllfti  Diip  of  fifiy  guns.  The  crullers  on  all  fides,  chap. 
Engli'fll,  French,  anJSpaniardSfWereextremely  alert;  and  ^  -:.-,: j 
iWiigh  the  'Engliili  loft  the  greater  number  of  (hips,  this  174S. 
diSerence  was  mere  than  overbalanced  by  the  fuperior 
value  of  the  prizes  taken  from  the  enemy.  In  the  courferf 
this  year  ■two-and-twentySpa.mfli  privateers,  and  fixty-iiK 
merchant  veflels,  including  ten  regifter-fbijis,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Biitiffa  crulfers  :  from  the  French*  they  toolf 
feven  fliips  of  war,  ninety  privateers,  and  about  three  hun- 
A-ed  fliips  of  fximcneree.  The  new  King  of  Spain  being 
fuj^ofed  well  iSe&td  to  the  Britifh  nation,  an  elTort  wa« 
made  tode^chhim  from  the  intcrefts  of  Franc*,  by  means 
pf  the  Marqqis  de  Tafaernega,  who  had  formerly  been  his 
favourite,  and  refjded  rnahy  years  as  a  refu_gee  in  England. 
This  nobl^an  proceeded  to  Lifhon,  where  a  ncgociatioa 
was  kt  on  foot  with  the  court  of  Madrid.  But  his  efforts 
mifcarried  ;  and  the  influence, of  thequeen  mother  conti- 
naed  toptredominate  in  the  Spanifli  councils.  The  States- 
General  had  for  Ibine  years  endeavoured  to  promote  a  paci- 
fication by  rem  (Ml  ft  ranees,  and  even  entreaties,  at  the  couit 
of  Verfaiilea:.  the  French  King  at  length  difcovered  an  in- 
cliftatign  to  peace,  and  in  September  a  congrefs  was 
opened  M^Brsda,  the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant,  where  the 
plenipatetitlaries  of  ithe  Emperor,  Great: Britain,  France, 
Wd  Holland  w«re  aJTemhled :  but  the  French  were  fa 
iafoleat  in  their  demands,  that  the  conferences  were  fooa 
interl-upted,- 

J  XVH.   The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  meeting  ia 

NovHul^,  the  King  exhorted  them  to  concert  with  all 

polKbl&expedition  the  proper  meafures  for  purfuit^g  thewar 

mchvJ£o»u-,  tha^  the  confederate  army  in  the  Netherlands 

might 

•  fcrte-ramthof  Julj,  Phllli;  V.  Kingof  Sp.ln.  ajmg.in  tht  fiity-riiiri 
fcu  <tf  hia  ase,  wai  fiKcecile4  by  his  rldeft  'Caa  Feidmind.1>arnof  Mnii  LOaSft 
Gibrida,. lifter  (0  the  prefrnt  King  of  SitiUnii.  He  d^iJfeJ  Dennm  Mirit 
Migdfltni,  Infant!  of-PortugiJ.;  tut  had  no  iffue.  Philip^M  liut  two  iliji 
fiiriMi  ^j  hli  daui^ter,  the  Dan^ntfs  of  Fiance.  The  fam^  month  wii  re- 
■niir!f.l)Ie  foube  death  of  Cfwiftlern  VI.  Kingof  Dentnarlc,  fuccetdtd  by  hii 
fon  Frederkk  V.  who  had  mitried  the  princeli  -Louifi,  7oane«ft  dMghtiir  M 
the King  of  Gceat-Btilaio, 
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^     might  be  feafonably  augmented ;  he,  Iikewife,gavetheinto 
_j  underftand,  that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fuppoit  of 
his  civil  government  had  for  fo me  years  paft  fallen  Qiortof 
the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  parliament  j  and    faid 
he  relied  on  their  known  affeaion  to  find  out  fome  mcthoJ 
to  make  good  this  deficiency.     As   all  thofe  who  had 
conduced  the  oppofition    were  now   concerned  in  the 
adminiftration,  little  or  no  objeflion  was  made  to  any 
demand  or  propofal  of  the  government  and  its  mintfters. 
The  Commons  having  confidcred  theefiimates,  voted  forty 
thoufand  feamen   for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and 
about  fixty  thoufand  land-forces,  including  eleven  tfaou&ncl  J 
five  hundred  marines.  Theygramedfourhundrcd  and  thirty- 
three  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary  j 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King  oT  Sardinia  j 
four  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintc-  ■ 
nance  of  eighteen  thoufand   Hanoverian  auxiliaries ;    one 
hundred  and   fixty-one  thoufand   fix  hundred  and  fevea 
pounds,  fof  fix  thoufand  Heflians ;  fubfidics  to  the  Eleflors 
of  Cologn,  JVIentz,and  Bavaria;   and  the  fum  of  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  to  enable  liis  Majelty  to  profecutQ 
the  war  with  advantage.     In  a  word,  the  fupplies  amount- 
ed to  nine  millions    four  hundred. twenty-five   thoufand 
two  hundred  £fty-four  pounds ;    a  fum  almoft  incredible^ 
if  we  confider  how  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained 
of  Its  treafure.      It  was  raifed  by  the  ufual  taxes,  le-en-. 
forced  with  hew  impofitions  oa  windows,  carriages,   and 
ipirituous  liquors,  a  lottery,  and  a  loan  from  the  finking- 
fund.     The  new  taxes  were  mortgaged  for  four  million^ 
by  transferable  annuities,  at  an  intereft  of  four,  and  a  pre- 
mium   of  ten  per   centum.       By  refleding    en    thefii 
'  enormous  grants,  one  would  imagine  the  miniftry  had  bceit 
determined  to  impovertfli  the  nation  :  btjt,  from  the  eager- 
nefs  and  expedition  with  which  the  people  ftibfcribed  for 
the  money,   one  would  conclude  that  the  riches  of  tht 
kingdom  were  inexhauAible.      It  may  not  be  amifs  to  ob- 
ftrve,  that  the  fupplies  of  this  year  exceeded,  by  two  miU 
lions  ;tnd  *  half,  the  greateft  apnual  fum  that  was  raifed 
duripB 
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during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  though  {he  muilt&ineJ  as  CHap. 
great  a  number  of  troops  as  was  now  in  the  pay  of  Great-  '^' 
Britain,  and  her  armies  and  fleets  acquired  every  year  frcfh  1^46. 
liarrefts  of  glory  and  advantage :  whereas  this  war  had 
proved  an  almoll  uninterrupted  feries  of  events  big  with 
difaAcr  and  difhonour.  During  the  laft  two  years^  the 
naval  expcnfc  of  England  had  exceeded  that  of  France 
about  five  millions  fterling  ;  though  her  fleets  had  not  ob- 
tained  one  fignal  advantage  over  the  ^nemy  at  Tea,  not 
been  able  to  proted:  her  commerce  from  their  depredations. 
She  was  at  once  a  prey  to  her  declared  adverfarie)  and  pro- 
felTed  friends.  Before  the  end  of  fummer,  file  numbered 
among  her  mercenaries  two  empreflcs,  five  German 
prmcest  and  a  powerful  monarch,  whom  Hie  hired  to  affift 
iter  in  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  which  they 
themfelves  were  immediately  intcrcflred,  and  flie  had  no 
more  than  a  fecondary  concern.  Had  thcfe  fruitlefs  fub- 
fidies  been  favcd  :  had  the  national  revenue  been  applied 
with  ceconomy  to  national  purpofes  :  had  it  been  em- 
ployed in  liquidating  gradually  the  publick  incumbfances  ; 
*  in  augmenting  the  navy,,  improving  raanufaflures,  encou- 
raging and  Iccuring  the  colonies,  and  extending  trade  and 
navigation,  corruption  would  have  become  altogether  un- 
necefiary,  and  difafie^ion  would  have  vanllhed ;  the 
people  would  have  been  eafed  of  their  burthens,  and  ceafed 
to  complain  :  commerce  would  have  flourished,  and  pro- 
duced fuch  affluence  as  muft  have  raifed  Great7Britain  to 
'thehigbeft  pinnacle  of  maritime  povrer,  above  all  rivalfliip 
or  competition.  She  would  have  been  dreaded  by  her  ene> 
mies  J  revered  by  her  neighbours  :  opprelTed  nations 
wouM  have  crept  under  her  wings  for  protection ;  con- 
tending potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  dccifion  ■ 
and  fhe  would  have  (hone  the  univcrfalarbitrefs  of  Europe. 
■Howdifferent  isher  prefentfituation  !  her  debts  are  enor- 
mous, her  taxes  intolerable,  her  people  difcontentcd,  and 
the  ftnews^  of  her  government  relaxed.  Without  con- 
'  dud,  confidence,  or  concert,  fhe  engages  in  blundering 
'  negociations :  '  flie  involves  herfe^f  iaft)Iy  in  foreign 
(.  .  quarrels. 
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,  geroua  jirccipitatdon :  flic  ii  evca  ilcferttd  by  bet  'V'tMei 
vigour,  ileadiaoTa,  and  intrepidity :  Ihc  gcowa  .vain,  fw- 
talticaU  204  purillanimous :  her  arips  ve  ^fifpifed  by 
her  eocnucs  i ,  and  her  couadls  ridiculed  thrvugtt  all 
Chriflcndgm. 

§  XVIli,  The  King,  in  orfer  to  exhibit  4  fpccimea 
of  his  dcfive  to  diminifh  the  publiclc  expcnfc,  oidered  thf 
third  and  fourth  troqps  of  his  life-guiirds  to  be  diHianded, 
and  reduced  three  regiments  of  hotfe  to  the  qn&licy  cf 
dragoons.  The  Houfe  of  Coqnmons  prefentcd  ap  addrc^ 
of  thanks  for  this  infiance  of  irconomy,  by  wh^eh  tlw 
•  annual  fuxn  of  feventy  tboufand  pounds  was  faved  to  tbe 
nation.  Notwithftanditig  this  fecoiing  harmony  bctweea 
the  King  and  the  great  council  of  tbe  nation,  his  M^ 
jefty  refotved,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  to  diiTaive 
the  prefent  parliament,  tb,ough  the  term  of  feves  year) 
was  not  yet  expired  fince  its  firft  meeting.  The  miniflry 
afie6led  to  infuiuate,  that  the  States -General  W«e  un- 
willing to  concurwith  his  Majefty  in  vigorous  meafui^ 
againft  France,  during  the  exiftence  of  a  parliatnent  which 
had  undergone  fuch  a  vicilgtude  of  co;nplexlon.  The 
allies  of  Great-Britain,  far  from  being  fufpicious  of  tbi) 
afl'embly,  which  had  fuppticd  them  fo  hberally,  faw  wi'b 
concern,  that,-  according  to  law,  it  "would  Toon  be  dif- 
mifled  ;  and  they  doubted  whether  another  cofild  be  pro* 
cured  equally  agreeable  to  their  purpofea.  In  order  to  tfl- 
move  this  doubt,  the  minillry  refolved  to  furprife  th* 
kingdom  with  a  new  eje^ion,  before  tt)e  mslconteoti . 
IHould  be  prepared  to  oppqfe  the  friends  of  the  goyeriment- 
Accordingly,  when  the  bvfinefs  of  the  feffion  w»  ia- 
fpatched,  the  King  having  given  the  royal  afient  to  the 
feveral  i^  they   had  prepared,  difmifled  them   in  te 

7.  month  of  June,  with  an  affe^ionate  fpeech,  that  breatlwl 
nothing  but  tendernefg  and  gratitude.  The  parliament 
waq  itnmcdiately  diiTolvad  by  proclamation,  and  new  nril9 
wej-e  iflued  for  convoking  another.  Among  the  law* 
pafM  in  this  feEEon,  was  an  a3  aboltihing  tbe  beritaMe 
'    >.  jurifdidions, 
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jmid'i&Mnii  and  taking'  away  the  tenour  of  wardhcJiI- 
iags  in  Scotland,  which  were  reckoned  amorg  the  prin- 
cipal CoaTfxs  of  thofe  rebellions  that  had  been  excited 
fince  the  Revolution.  In  the  Highlands  they  certainly 
kspt  the  common  people  in  fubjedion  to  their  chters, 
whom  they  implicitly  followed  and  obeyed  in  all  thcic 
undertakings.  By  this  aS  thefe  mountaineers  were  le- 
gally emancipated  from  flavery  :  but  as  the  tenants  enjoyed 
no  leafes,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to  be  ejeded  from 
their  farms,  they  ftill  depended  on  the  pleafure  of  their 
lordi,  noiwithHanding  thisincerpofttion  of  the  legiilature, 
which  granted  a  valuable  conftderation  in  money  to  every 
nobleman  and  petty  baron,  who  was  thus  deprived  of  one 
part  of  his  inheritance.  The  forfeited  ciiates,  indeed, 
were  divided  into  fma)I  firms,  and  let  by  the  government 
on  leafes  at  an  under  value ;  fo  that  thofe  who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  obtain  fuch  leafes  tafled  the  fweets  of  in- 
dependence: but  the  Highlanders  in  general  were  left  ia 
their  original  indigence  and  incapacity,  at  the  mercy  of 
their  Itiperiors.  Had  manufa^tcs  and  fiiUeries  been  elta- 
blifhcd  in  diflcrent  parts  of  their  country,  they  would 
have  fecn  and  felt  the  happy  confequenccs  of  induHry, 
and  in  a  little  time  been  effectually  detached  from  all  thcic 
ilavilh  connexions. 

§  XIX.  The  operations  of  the  campa^n  had  been  con- 
certed in  the  winter  at  the  Hague,  between  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  and  the  States-General  of  the  United-Pro- 
vinces, who  were  by  this  time  generally  convinced  of. 
France's  defign  to  encroach  upon  their  territories.  They, 
therefore,  determined  to  take  effeiSlual  meafures  againft 
that  refllefs  and  ambitious  neighbour.  The  allied  powen 
agreed  to  aflemble  a  vafl  army  in  the  Netherlands;  and  it 
was  refolved  that  the  Auflrians  and  Piedmontcfc  fliould 
once  more  penetrate  into  Provence.  The  Dutch  patriots, 
however,  were  not  roufed  into  this  exertion,  until  alt' 
their  remonftrances  had  failed  at  the  court  of  Verfaillesj 
until  they  had  been  urged  by  repeated  memorials  of  the 
£ng^li(h  ambaflador,  and  Simulated  by  the  immediate 
danger 
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BOOK     dangerta  which  their  country  wss  expofed:.  for  Ffaiictf 
^       '     .   was  by  this  time  poflelTed  of  all  the  Auftrian  Netherlands* 
1747.       and  feemed  bent  upon  penetrating  into  the  territories  of  the 
United- Provinces.    In  February,   the  Duke  of  Cumber^ 
land  began  to  aSetnble  the  allied  forces )  and  in  the  lattei* 
rnd  of  March  they  tooi^  the  field  in  three  feparatc  bodies. 
His  royal  highnefs,  with  the  EngliOi,  Hanovenahs,  and 
Helfians,   fixed  his  head-quarters  at  the  village  of  Til- 
terg :  the  Prince  of  Waldecic  was  polled  with  tl>e  Dutch 
troops  at  Breda  ;  and  Marefchal  Bathiani  colleded  the 
Auftrians  and  Bavarians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Venlo* 
The  whole  army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  -twenty 
thoufand  men,  who  lay  ina^ive  fix  weeks,  Cxpofed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  almoft  deltitute  of  forage 
and  proviiion.     Count  Saxe,  by  this  time  created  maref- 
chal-general  of  France)  continued  his  troops  within  their 
cantonments  at  Bruges,     Antwerp,     and  BrufTels,   de- 
claring, that  when  the  allied  army  fhould  be  weakened, 
fcyiicknefs  and  mortality,  he  would  convince  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  that  the  firft  duty  of  a  general  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  health  and  prefervation  of  his  troops.     In 
April  this  fortunate  commander  took  the  Eeld,    at  the 
head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men ;  and  the 
Count  de  Clermont  commanded  a  feparate  bt>dy  of  nine- 
teen battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons.     Count  Lowendahl 
was  detached  on  the  ftxteenth  day  of  the  month,  with 
leven-and> twenty  thoufand  n^en,  to  invade  Dutch  Flan- 
ders ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  French  minifter  at  the  Hague 
prefented  a  memorial  to  the  States,  intimating,  that  his 
mailer  was  obliged  to  take   this  ftep  by  the  neceiHty  of 
war  :  but  that  his  troths  fliould  obferve  the  flrldcft  difci- 
pline,  without  interfering  with  the  religion,  government, . 
or  commerce  of  the  republick :  he  tikewlfe  declared,  that 
the  countries  and  ptaces'of  which  he   might  be  obliged 
to  take  pofieffion  fhould  be  detained  no  o[hi;rwire  than  aa 
a  pledge,  to  be  reflored  as  foon  as  the  United  Provinces 
Ihould  give  convincing  proofs  that  they  would  no  longer 
fiirnifh  the  enemies  of  France  with  fuccours* 

§XX. 
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.  '§  XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this  deck- 
ration,  Count  Lowendahl  entesed  Dutch  Brabant,  and 
jnvefted  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Sluys,  the  gartiron  of 
which  furreodercd  thcmrelves  prifoners  of  war  on  the 
ninnecnth  day  of  April,  This  was  likewife  the  fate  of 
Sas-Ton-Ghent;  while  the  Marquis  de  Contades,  with 
another  detachment,  reduced  the  forts  Pcrle  and  Letfken- 
Ihoefc^  with  the  town  of  Philippine,  evenwithin  hearing 
of  the  confederate  anny.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigo- 
roafly  defended  by  two  EngliOi  battalions :  but  they  were 
overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Weifthoordcn  ;  and 
Count  Lowendahl  undertook  the  fi^  of  Hulft,  which 
was  {hamefully  furiendcrcd  by  La  Roque,  the  Dutch  go- 
vernour,  lliough  he  Icncw  that  a  re-enforcement  of  nine 
battalions  was  on  the  march  to  his  relief.  Then  the  French 
general  took  pofleffion  of  .Axel  and  Terneufe,  and  began  to 
ptepare  flat-tx>ttomed  boats  for  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of 
Zealand.  The  Dutch  people  were  now  ilruck  with  con- 
ftemation.  They  faw  the  enemy  at  their  doors,  and  owed 
their  inunediate  prerervation  to  the  Britilb  fquadron  fta- 
tioned  at  the  Swin,  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Mitchel*,  who,  by  means  of  his  Hoops,  tenders,  and 
fmall  craft,  took  fuch  meafures  as  defeated  the  intentioa 
of  Lowsndalil.  The  common  people  in  Zealand  being 
reduced  to  defpairi  began  to  clamour  loudly  againll  their 
governours,  as  if  they  had  not  taken  the  proper  mea- 
Ai^res  for  their  fecurity.  The  friends  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  did  not  negle£l  this  opportunity  of  promoting  hia 
intcieft.  They  encouraged  their  difcontent ;  and  exag- 
gerated the  danger  :  they  reminded  them  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-two,  when  the  French 
King  was  at  the  gates  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  republick 
was  favcd  by  the  choice  of  a  ftadcholder  :  they  exhorted 
them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the  defcendant  Of  thofe  heroca 
who  had  eftafalifhed  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the 
United-Provinces:  they  extolled  his  virtue  and  ability) 
his  gcncrofity,  his  juftice,  his  unQiaken  love  to  bis  coup- 
try.  The  people  in  feveral  towns,  inflamed  by  fuch  re- 
prefentatloRs  to  tumult  and  fedirion,  compelled  .their 
Vol.  hi.  O  magiftratci 
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BOOK  magiflrates  to  declare  the  Prince  of  Orange  ftadttioWer. 
"■  I  Hehimfelf,  in  a  letter  to  the'ftatcs  of  2eatand,  offered' 
1747.  his  fervices  for  the  defenfe  of  the  province.  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  he  was  nominated captain-ge-, 
neral  and  admiral  of  Zealand.  Their  example  was 
followed  by  Rotterdam  and  the  whole  province  of, 
Holland  J  and  on  the  fecond  day  of  May,  the  Prince, 
of  Orange  was,  in  the  affembly  of  the  States- General,  in- 
-veftedwith  (he  power  and  dignity  of  ftadtholder,  captain^ 
general,  and  admiral  of  the  United-Provinces,  The  vigo- 
rous confequences  of  this  refolution  immediately  appeared. 
All  commerce  and  contrails  with  the  French  were  prohi- 
bited :  the  peafants  were  armed  and  exercifed  :  a  refolu- 
tion pafled  for  making  a  conftderable  augmentation  of  the 
army  :  a  council  of  war  was  elVablifhed  for  enquiring 
into  the  conduit  of  the  governours  who  had  given  up 
the  frontier  places  ■,  and  orders  were  iffued  to  commence 
hol^ilitiea  againfl  the  French,  both  by  fea  and  land. 

§  XXI.  Mean  while,  the'  Duke  of  Cumberland  took  ■ 
polt  with  his  whole  army  between  the  two  Netbea,  to  co- 
ver Bergen-op  Zoom  and  Maeftricht;  and  Marefchal 
•  Saxe  called  in  his  detachniehts,  with  a  view  to  hazard 
a  general  engagement.  In  the  latter  end  of  May,  the 
French  King  arrived  at  Bruffels;  and  his  general  rcfolved  ■ 
to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht.  For  this  purpofe 
he  advanced  towards  Louvain  ;  and  the  confederates  per- 
ceiving his  drift,  began  their  march  to  take  poft  between  ■ 
the  town  and  the  enemy.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June, 
they  took  polTeflion  of  their  ground,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  with  their  right  at  Eilfen,  and  their 
left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a  mile  of  Maeftricht, 
having  in  the  front  of  their  left  wing  the  village  of  Laf- 
feldt,  in  which  they  poftai  feveral  battaSions  of  Britifh 
infantryi  The  French  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  heights 
of  Herdeeren,  immediately  above  the  allies ;  and  both 
armies  cannonaded  ench  other  till  the  evening.  In  the 
mornings  the  enemy's  infantry  marched  down  the  hill* 
rn  a  prodigious  column,  and  attacked  the  village  of  Laf' 
feldt,  which  was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with  amazing 
obltinacy. 
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ttftinaCy.  The  afTailants  fuffered  terribly  in  their  ap- 
broacli,  from  the  cannon  of  the  confederates,  whkh  was 
ierved  with  furprifing  dexterity  and  fuccefs  j  and  they  met 
With  fuch  a  warm  reception  from  the  Britifh  mufquetry 
as  they  could  not  withlland  :  hut,  when  they  were  bro- 
ken and  difperfed,  frefli  brigades  fucceeded  widi  aftoiiifii- 
ing  perfeverance.  The  confederates  were  driven  out  of 
the  village:  yet  being  fuRained  by  three  regiments,  they 
meafured  back  their  ground,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  with 
great  flaughter.-  Neverthelefs,  Count  Saxe  continued 
[louring  in  other  battalions;  atid  the  French  regained 
and  maintained  their  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  had 
been  three  times  loft  and  carried.  The  aiflion  was. chiefly 
confined  to  this  pofl,  where  the  field  exhibited  a  horrible  , 
fcene  of  carnage.  At  noon  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
ordered  the  whole  left  wing  to  advance  againft  the  enemy, 
whofe  infantry  gave  way  :  Prjnce  Waldeck  led  up  the 
Centre:  Marefchal  Bathiani  made  a  motion  with  the  right 
wing  towards  Herdecren,  and  viflory  feemed  ready  to 
declare  for  the  confederates,  when  the  fortune  of  the  day 
took  a  fuddcn  turn  to  their  prejudice.  Several  fquadrons 
of  Dutch  horfej  polled  in  the  centre,  gave  way,  and 
flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five  hactaliong  of  infantry 
that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of  referve.  The  French 
cavalry  charged  them  with  gieat  irapetuollty,  increafing 
tbe  confufion  that  was  already  produced,  and  peiietrafiiig 
through  the  lines  of  the  allied  army,  which  was  thus  di- 
vided about  the  centre.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
exertfed  hitnfelf  with  equal  courage  and  aflivity  in  at- 
tempting to  remedy  this  diforder,  was  in  danger  of  being 
ta)[en  ;  and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
-  total,  had  not  Sir  Johrt  Ligonier  taken  the  refolution  of 
lacrificing  himfelf  and  a  part  of  the  troops  to  the  fafety 
of  the  army.  At  the  head  of  three  Britifh  .regiments  of 
dragoons,  and  fome  fquadrOns  of  Imperial  horfe,  he 
charged  the  whole  line  of  the  French  cavalry,  with  fuch 
intrepidity  and  fuccefs,  that  he  overthrew  all  that  oppo fed 
hun,  and  made  fuch'a  diverfion  as  enabled  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  to  eSeH  an  orderly'  retreat  to  Maeflricht. 
O  2  He 
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BOOK  He  himfelf  wai  taken  by  a  French  carabineer,  after  6i»- 
,  ""  _f  horfe  had  been  killed :  hut  the  regiments  he  comniwided 
1747.  retired  with  deliberation.  The  confederatea  i]etreated  to- 
Maeftricht,  without  having  fufiained  much  damage  from 
the  purfuit,  and  even  brought  off  all  their  artillery,  except 
£xteen  pieces  of  cannon.  Thdr  lofs  did  not  exceed  fix 
^thoufand  men  killed  and  taken ;  whereas  the  French  genv 
lal  purchafed  the  vidory  at  *  much  greater  cjcpenfc.  The 
common  caufe  of  the  confederate  powers  is  faid  to  have 
fijS'ered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  general*. 
On  the  eve  of  the'  battle^  when  the  detachment  of  the 
Count  de  Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill  of  Hcrdeeren> 

'  Marcfchal  Bathtani  a(ked  pcrmiflion  of  the  commander  in 
chief  to  attack  them  before  they  {hould  be  re-CHfotceda 
declaring  hewould  anfwer  for  the  fucccfs  of  the  enteiprife. 
No  regard  was  paid  to  this  propofat :  but  the  fuperior 
sfked  in  his  turn  where  the  MareTchal  would  be  in  cala 
he  fhouU  be  wanted  i  He  replied,  "  1  Oiall  always  be 
found  at  tjie  head  of  ray  troops,"  and  retired  in  difguft. 
The  fiibfequent  difpoiition  has  likcwife  been  blamed,  in* 
afmucb  as   npt  above  one  half  ctf  the  army  could  >^» 

■  while  the  enemy  exerted  their  whole  force. 

^  XXII.  The  confedeiates  pal&d  the  Mufe,  and  en- 
camped in  the  duchy  of  Limburg,  fo  as  to  cover 
Maeflricht ;  while  the  French  King  remained  with  his 
army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tongres^  Marefchal 
Saxe,  having  amufcd  the  allies  with  marches  and  countet- 
fharches,  at  length  detached  Count  LowendabI  with  iix- 
and-thirty  thoufand  men  to  befiege  Bergen-ep-zoom,  the 
flrongeft  fortification  of  Dutch  Brabant,  the  favourite 
work  of  the  famous  engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered* 

~  and  generally  efleemed  invincible.  It  was  fccured  with 
a  garrifon  of  three  thou&nd  men,  and  well  provided  with 
artillery,  ammunitioD,  and  magazines.  The  enemy  api- 
peared  before  it  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and  fummoned 
the  govemour  to  furrendcr.  The  Prince  of  Saxe-Hild- 
.  burghaufen  was  ftnt  to  its  relief,  with  twenty  battalions 
and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  the  troops  that  could  be  moft 
conveniently  aJTembled  ;  be  entered  the  lines  ef  Bergen- 
op-xoom^ 
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«p-KoOffl,  vbsK  lie  remained  in  expedation  of  a  llrong  ; 
K'cnfbrcenient  from  the  confederate  army ;  and  the  old 
Baron  Cronftrom,  whom  the  Stadtholder  had  appointed 
gorcraour  of  Brabant,  aflumed  the  command  of  the  gar- 
riloa.  The  befiega-s  carried  on  their  operations  with 
gmt  vivacity ;  and  the  troop*  in  the  town  defended  it 
with  e^uai  vigour.  The  eyes  of  alt  Europe  were  turned 
■«pon  tbit  important  fiegc  :  Coiint  Lowendahl  received 
divers  re-enfbrcetnents ;  and  8  confiderabk  bodyof  troopi 
Hvas  detached  from  the  allied  army,  under  the  command  of 
Baron  Schwarciembcrg,  to  co-operate  with  the  Prince 
of  Saxe-Hildburghaufcn.  The  French  general  loft  a 
■grea  number  of  men  by  the  clofe  and  continual  {ire  of 
the  beficged ;  while  he,  in  his  turn,  <^i«icd  fuch  a  num- 
})er  of  batteries,  and  plied  them  fo  warmly,  that  the  de- 
fi;nfts  began  to  give  way.  From  the  fixteenth  day  6f 
July  to  the  fifteenth  of  September,  the  ficge  produced  an 
iintntermitting  fcene  of  horrour  and  dellrudion:  dcfpc- 
rate  Tallies  were  made,  and  mines  fprung  with  the  moft 
dreadful  effe&s :  the  worlcs  began  to  be  fhattcred :  the 
town  was  laid  in  afliesi  the  trenches  were  filled  with 
carnage:  nothing  was  feen  but  fire  and  fmoke;  nothing 
heard  but  one  continued  roar  of  bombs  and  cannon.  But, 
ftill  the 'damage  fell  chiefly  on  the  befiegers,  who  were 
flain  in  heaps ;  while  the  garrifon  fufFcred  very  little,  and 
could  be  occaltonally  relieved  or  le-enfixccd  from  the 
lines.  In  a  word,  it  was  generally  believed  that  Count 
Lowendahl  would  be  baffled  in  his  endeavours  j  and  by 
this  belief  the  governour  of  Bergen- op-zoom  feems  to 
have  been  lulled  into  a  blind  fccurity.  At  length,  fame 
inconfiderable  breaches  were  made  in  one  ravelin  and  two 
ballions,  and  thefe  the  French  general  refolved  to  ftorm, 
though  Cronftrom  believed  they  were  impra^icable ;  and 
on  that  fuppolition  prefumed  that  the  enemy  would  not 
attempt  an  aflault.  For  this  very  reafon  Count  Lowen- 
dahl refolved  to  hazard  the  attack,  before  the  preparations 
fhould  be  made  for  his  reception.  He  accordingly  regu- 
Utcd  his  dirpufttionS}  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
O  3  on 
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BOOK  on  tbe  fixteenth  day  of  Sepcember,  the  ftgnal  was  ma4& 
'  for  the  affault.  A  prodigious  quantity  of  bombs  being 
■  J747.  thrown  into  the  ravelin,  his  troops  threw  themrelves  into 
the  foFe,  mounted  the  breaches,  forced  open  a  fally-port, 
and  entered  the  place,  almoft  without  refiftance.  ,  In  a 
word,  they  had  time  to  extend  themfelves  along  the  cur- 
tains, and  form  in  order  of  battle,  before  the  garrifon 
could  be  aflembled.  Cronftrom  was  afleep,  and"thefolf 
diers  upon  duty  had  been  furprifed  by  the  fuddennefs  and 
impeluofity  of  the  attack.  Thpugh  the  French  had  taltea 
poffeflion  of  the  ramparts,  ihey  did  not  gain  the  town 
■without  oppofition.  Two  battalions  of  the  Scottif]^ 
troops,  in  the  pay  of  the  States-rGeneral,  were  aflembled 
in  the  market-place,  and  attacked  them  wi(t)  fuch  fury, 
(hat  they  were  driven  from  ftreet  to  ftieet,  until  frefli  re- 
enforcemants  arriving,  compelled  the  Scots  to  retreat  ip 
their  turn  :  yet,  they  difputed  every  inch  of  ground,  and 
fought  until  two  thirds  of  them  were  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
Then  they  .brought  ofF  the  old  governour,  abandoning 
the  town  to  the  enemy  :  the  troops  that  were  encampe^ 
n  the  lines  retreating  with  great  precipitation,  all  the 
forts  in  the  neighbourhood  immediately  furrendered  to  the 
vi»Sors,  who  now  bccam?  mafters  of  the  whole  naviga- 
tion of  the  Schelde,  The  French  King  was  no  fooner 
.  informed  of  Lowendahl's  fuccefs,  than  he  promoted  him 
-  to  the  rank  of  Marefchal  of  France  j  appointed  Count 
Saxe  governoor  of  the  conquered  Netherlands;  and  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  Verfaitles.  In  a  little  time  after  this 
tranfaiSlion,  both  armies  were  diflributed  into  winter- 
cjuarters,  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  embarked  fo^ 
England. 

§  XXIII.  1(1  Italy  the  French  arms  did  not  triumph 
with  equal  fuccefs,  though  the  Marefchal  de  Belleifle  fasf 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  in  Provence.  In 
April  he  pafled  the  Var  without  opporition,  and  took  pof- 
feflion of  Nice.  He  met  with  little  or  no  refiflance  in 
reducing  Montalban,  yillafranca,  and  Ventimiglia  j 
while  General  Brown,  with  eight-and-twentj' thoufand 
AuftrianS, 
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AuArians,  retired  towards  Final  and  Savona.  In  the  chap, 
meandme,  another  large  body,  under  Count  Schuylem-  ^  '  f 
berg,  who  had  fucceeded  the  Marquis  de  Botta,  co-ope-  1747- 
rated  with  iirceen  thaufand  Piedtnonlcrc  in  an  attempt  to 
recover  the  city  of  Genoa,  The  French  King  had  fcnt 
thither  fupplicE,  Aiccours,  and  engineers,  with  the  Duk.e 
de  Boufflers,  as  ambaj^idor  to.  the  republick,  who  lil^ewife 
a<Eted  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  employed  for  its 
de/enfe.  The  Auftrian  general  aflcmblcd  his  troops  in  thc> 
Milanefe  :  having  forced  the  paflagc  of  the  Bachctta  on 
Che  thirteenth  of  January,  he  advanced  into  the  territories 
.of  Genoa,  and  the  Kiviera  was  ravaged  without  mercy. 
On  the  taftday  of  March  he  appeared  before  the  city,  ar 
the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  fummoned  there- 
yohcrs  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  pnfwer  he  received 
was,  that  the  republick  had  fifty.four  thoufand  men  in 
jirms,  two  hundred  and  fixty  cannon,  thiity-four  mor- 
tars, with  abundance  of  ammunition  and  provifion:  that 
they  would  defend  their  liberty  with  their  laft  blood,  and 
^e  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  capital,  rather  than  fub- 
liiit  to  the  clemency  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  except  by  an 
honourable  capitulation,  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of 
Great-Britain  and  Sardinia,  the  republick  of  Venice,  and 
the  United  Provinces.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  Genoa 
was  inveiled  on  all  fides :  a  furious  fally  was  made  by  the 
Duke  de  Boufflers,  who  drove  the  befiegers  from  their 
polls  ;  but  the  Auflrians  rallying,  he  was  repulfed  in  his 
turn,  with  the  lofs  of  fcven  hundred  men.  General  Schuy- 
lemberg  carried  on  his  operations  with  fuch  /kill,  vigour, 
and  intrepidity,  that  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fub- 
urbs-of  Bifagno  i  and  in  all  probability  would  have  re- 
duced the  city,  had  not  he  been  obliged  to  defift,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  repeated  remonftranccs  made  by  the  King 
of  Sardinia  and  Count  Brown,  who  reprefcnted  the  necef- 
&ty  of  his  abandoning  his  enterprife,  and  drawing  off 
his  army,  to  cover  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  from  tho 
efforts  of  Marcfchalde  Belteifle.  Accordingly,  he  raifed 
(be  fiege  00  the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  returned  into  th^ 
O  4  Milanefc, 
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Milanefe,  in  order  to  join  his  5ardmiah  Majefty  ;  while 
,  the  Genoefe  made  an  irruption  iiiio-  the  Parmefan  and 
Placentin,  where  they  committed    terrible  outrages,    in 
revenge  for  the  .milch iefs  they  had  undergone. 

§  XXIV.  While  the  Marefchalde  B ell ei He  remained  at 
Ventimiglia,  his  brother,  at  the  head  of  four-and-thtrtjr 
thoufand  French  and  Spaniards,  attempted  to  penetrate 
into  Piedmont:  on  the  fixth  day  of  July  he  arrived  at 
the  pafs  of  Exilles,  a  ftrong  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of 
Dauphine,  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Doria, 
The  defenfe  of  this  important  poil  the  King  of  Sardinia 
had  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Coiuit  de  Brigueras^ 
vrho  formed  an  encampment  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen 
battalions  of  Piedmontefe  and  Auflrians,  while  divert 
detachments  were  pofled  along  all  the  pafTes  of  the  Alps. 
On  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  the  Piedmontefe  en- 
trenchments were  attacked  by  the  Chevalier  de  Belleifie, 
with  incredible  intrepidity:  but  the  columns  were  re» 
pulfed  with  great  lofs  in  three  fucceffive  attacks.  Impa- 
tient of  this  obftinate  oppofition,  and  determined  not  t» 
furvive  a  mifcarriage,  this  impetuous  general  fdfed  a  pair 
of  colours,  and  advancing  at  the  head  of  his  troops* 
through  a  prodigious  lire,  pltcJicd  them  with  his  own  hsmd 
on  the  enemy's  entrenchments.  At  that  inftant  he  fell 
dead,  having  received  two  mufquet  balls  and  the  thnift  of 
^  bayonet  in  his  body.  The  alTailants  were  To  much  diCr 
pirited  by  the  death  of  their  commander,  that  d»y  forth« 
with  gave  way,  and  retreated  with  precipitation  towards 
^eftrieres,  having  loft  near  five  thoufand  men  in  the  at-, 
tack.  The  Marefchal  was  no  fooner  informed  of  bis  brOf 
ther's  misfortune  than  he  retreated  towards  the  Var,  tojoii) 
the  troops  from  Exilles :  while  the  King  of  Sardinia,  hav- 
ing aflembled  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  threatened 
Dauphine  with  an  invafion  :  bqt  the  cxcefiiye  rains  pre- 
vented the  execution  of  his  defign,  General  Lcutrum  was 
detached  with  twenty  battalions  to  drive  the  French  from 
Ventimiglia  j  but,  Bellelfle  marchmg  back,  that  fcl)cmc 
ms  likewife  ftuftratcd  :  and  thus  ended  the  campaign. 
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§  XXV.  In  this  imnnCT  -was  the  Freoch  King  baf-  ^*'*'- 
fled  in  his  projeias  upon  Italy ;  nor  was  he  more  for-  ^  '  ^ 
tunatc  in  his  naval  operations.  He  had,  in  the  preceding  1747* 
year,  equipped  an  expenfive  armament,  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  d'Anvitle,  for  the  recovery  of  Cape-Bietoni  • 
but  it  vaB  rendered  ineffedual  by  florms,  diftempers,  and 
the  death  of  the  commander.  Not  yet  difcoiiraged  1^ 
thefe  dilafters,  he  tefolved  to  renew  his  efforts  agatnft  the 
British  colonies  in  North -America,  and  their  fettlementi 
in  the  £aft-Indies.  For  thefe  purpofes  two  fquadrons 
were  prepared  at  Breft,  one  to  be  commanded  by  the  Com- 
modore De  la  Jonquiere ;  and  the  other,  dcftined  for  In- 
dia, by  Monfieur  de  St.  George.  The  miniftry  of  Great- 
Britain,  being  zpprifed  of  thefe  meafures,  refolved  to  in- 
tercept bodi  f(}uadrons,  which  were  to  fet  fai]  together. 
For  this  purpole  Vice-Admiral  Anfon  and  Rear-Adnriral 
Warren  took  their  departure  from  Plymouth  widi  a  for- 
midable fleet,  and  fteered  their  courfe  to  Cape  Finiflerre 
on  the  coaftof  Gallicia.  On  the  diirddayof  May  they 
fiiil  in  with  the  French  fquidront  commanded  by  La  Jon- 
quiere  and  St.  George,  confifting  of  fix  Urge  fliipa  of  war, 
9s  many  frigates,  and  four  armed  vcflels  equipped  by  their 
Eall-India  company,  having  under  their  convoy  about 
thirty  Ihips  laden  with  merchandife.  Thofe  prepared  for 
war  immediately  fhorcened  fail,  and  formed  a  line  oi  battle ; 
while  the  refi,  under  the  protedion  of  the  fix  frigates, 
proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  all  the  liul  tbey  could 
carry.  The  Britifh  fquadron  was  likewife  drawn  up  In 
line  of  batde  :  but  Mr.  Warren  perceiving  that  the 
enemy  began  to  flieer  off,  now  their  convoy  was  at  a  con- 
Cderable  diftance,  advifed  Admiral  Anfon  to  haul  in  the 
figaal  for  the  line,  and  boill  pother  for  giving  cliafe  and 
engaging,  otherwife  the  French  would  in  all  probability 
elcape  by  favour  of  the  night.  The  piopofal  was  cm- 
braced;  and  in  a  little  time  the  engagement  began  with 
great  fury,  about  four  o'clock  m  the  afternoon.  The 
enemy  fullairied  the  battle  with  equal  condud  and  valour, 
fincil  they  were  oyerpowexetl  by  numbers,  and  then  tbey 
^ruck 
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BOOK  ftruck  t&cir  colours.  The  Admiral  detached  three  fhlps 
_  1  ^f  in  purfuti  of  the  convoy,  ■  nine  fail  of  which  were  taken  '; 
J747-  but  the  reft  were  faved  by  the  intervening  darkneft.  About 
feven  hundred  of  the  French  were  killed  and  wounded  is 
this  adion.  The  Englifh  loft  about  five  hundred  ;  and 
aroong-thefe,  Captain  Greriville,  commander  of  the  ffatp 
peiiance.  He  was  nephew  to  the  Lord  Vticount  Cob* 
ham,  a  youtb  of  the'  moft  amiable  draraiSter  and  pro- 
mifingi  genius,  animated  with  the  nobleft  fentiments  of 
hmiour  and-  patriotifar.  Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  glory,  be 
rufhed  into  the  midft  of  the  battle,  were  both  his  legs 
were  cut  ofF  by  a  cannon-ball.  He  fubmitted  to  his  fate 
wilS  the  moft  heroick  refignation,  and  died  univerfally  la- 
mented and  beloved,  Tlie  fuccefs  of  the  BritiOi  arms 
In  this  engagement  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  conduA, 
a^vity,  and  courage  of  the  rear-admiral.  A  coniidcra- 
ble  quantity  of  bullion  was  found  in  the  prizes,  which 
were  brought  to  Spithead  in  triumph ;  and  the  treafurs 
being  landed,  was  conveyed  in  twenty  waggons  to  tho 
bank  of  London.  Admiral  Anfon  was  ennobled,  and 
Mr^  Warren  honoured  with  the  oider  of  the  Bath. 

^  XXVL  About  the  middle  of  June,  Commodore  Fox, 
with  fix  fliips  of  war,  cfuifing  in  the  latitude  of  ,Cape  Of- 
tegal  in  Galticia,  took  above  forty  French  fhips,  richly 
laden  from  St.  Domingo,  after  they  had  been  abandoned 
liy  their  convoy.  But  ihe  French  King  fuftained  another 
more  important  lofs  at  fea,  in  the  month  of  October. 
}i eat- Admiral  Hawke  failed  from  Plymouth  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  with  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line,  to 
intercept  a  fleet  of  French  merchant  fhips  bound  for  the 
Weft-Indies.  He  cruifed  for  fome  lime  on  the  coaft  of 
Bretagne;  ai^d  at  length  the  French  fleet  failed  from  the 
ifle  of  Aix,  under  convoy  of  nine  ftiips  of  the  line,  belidet 
frigates,  commanded  by  Monfieur  de  Letendeur.  On  the 
fpuiteenth  day  of  October  the  two  fquadrons  were  in, 
fight  of  each  other,  in  the  latitude  of  Bclleifle, '  The 
French  commodore  immediately  ordered  one  of  his  great 
(hips  and  the  frigates  to  proceed  with  the  trading  Ihips, 
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while  he  fonncd  the  line  of  battle,  and  lyaited  the  attadej 
At  eleven  i  n  the  forenoon  Admiral  Hawke  difplayed  the  fig* 
iial  to  chafe,  and  in  half  aji  hour  both  fleets  were  engaged. 
The  battle  lalled  till  night,  when  all  the  French  fquadroa, 
SXeept  the  Intrepide  and  Tonant,  had  ftruck  to  the  EngliOi 
flag.  Thefe  two  capital  (hips  efcaped  in  the  dark,  and  re- 
tuined-to  Breft  in  a  Ihattered  condition.  The  French  cap- 
ias fuftaincd  the  unequal  fight  with  uncommon  bravery 
9nd  refoJution,  and  did  not  yield  until  their  fliips  were  dif* 
.abled.  Theii  lols  in  men  amounted  to  eight  hundred : 
Fhe  number  of  Englilh  killed  in  thii  engagement  did  Aot 
exceed  two  hundred,  including  Captain  Saumarez,  a 
gallant  o&rer,  who  had  ferved  under  Lord  Anfon  in  his 
expedition  to  the  Pacihck  Ocean.  Indeed,  it  mull  be  owned, 
forthehonourof  that  nobleman,  that  all  the  officers  formed 
under  his  example,  and  raifed  by  his  influence,  approved 
thcmfelvcs  in  all  refpe£t$  worthy  of  the  commands  to 
;tirhich  they  were  preferred.  Immediately  after  the  a£tion. 
Admiral  Hawke  defpatched  a  floop  to  Commodore  Legge, 
whofe  fquadion  was  Rationed  at  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
with  intelligence  of  the  French  fleet  of  merchant>fhips, 
outward  bound,  that  he  might  take  the  proper  meafures 
for  intercepting  them  in  tl^eir  paflage  to  -Martinique,  and 
the  other  French  iflands.  In  ponfequence  of  this  advice, 
be  redoubled  his  vigilance,  and  a  good  number  of  them 
fell  into  bis  hands.  Admiral  Hawke  conducted  bis  prizes 
to  Spithead  ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  board  of  Admiralty 
declared  that  all  his  captains  behaved  like  men  of  honour 
during  the  engagement,  except  Mr.  Fox,  whofe  condu<£): 
be  defired  might  be  fubjedled  to  an  enquiry.  That  gentle- 
man was  accordingly  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  fuf- 
pended  from  his  command,  for  having  followed  the  ad- 
vice of  his  officers,  contrary  to  his  own  better  judgement ; 
but  he  was  foon  reCiored,  and  afterwards  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  admiral  ^  while  Mr.  Matthews,  whofe  courage 
fovei  incurred  fufpicion,  llill  laboured  under  a  fufpen- 
^n  for  that  which  bad  been  fuccefsfully  pra^fed  in  both 
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tliefe  late  tStions,  nunclf,  engaging  ^  tenetny  wkhout 
any  regard  to  the  line  of  batrie. 

§  XXVII.  In  the  Mediterranean  Vice-Admiral  McAIey 
blodred  up  the  Spanifli  fquadron  in  Carthagena ;  affifted 
the  Auftrian  general  on  the  coaft  of  Villafranca;  and  in- 
tercepted fome  of  the  fucconrs  fent  from  France  to  the 
afiiftance  of  the  Genoefe.  At  liis  deaih,  which  happened 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  command  of  that  fqna- 
4roa  devolved  upon  Rear-Admiral  Byng,  who  proceeded 
on  the  fiune  plan  of  operation.  In  the  fummer,  two  Bri- 
tiAi  Ihips  of  war,  having  under  their  convoy  a  fleet  of 
merchant  {hips  bound  to  ^orth-Amcrica,  fi:U  in  with  the 
Gloriofo,  a  Spahifh  fliip  of  eighty  gunt,  in  the  latitude 
of  the  Wcftern  Illes,  She  had  failed  from  the  Havannali, 
with  an  immcnfe  treafure  oti  board,  and  muft  have  ^Im 
a  prize  to  the  Englifli'ihips,  had  each  captain  done  hit 
duty.  Captain  ^rflcine,  in  the  Warwick,  of  fixty  giina* 
attacked  her  with  great  intrepidity,  and  fought  until  hit 
ihip  was  entirely  difabled :  but  being  unfuftained  by  hit 
confort,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  oS,  and  the  Gloriofo  ar- 
rived in  fafety  at  Fcrrol :  there  the  filver  was  landed,  and 
Ifae  proceeded  on  her  voyage  Co  Cadiz,  which,  however^ 
Ihe  did  not  reach.  She  was  encountered  by  the  Dart- 
mcKilh,  a  Britiflt  frigate  of  forty  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Hamilton,  a  gallant  youth,  who,  notwith^nd-> 
ing  the  inequality  of  force,  engaged  her  without  hcfita- 
tion:  but  in  the  beat  of  the  a£lion,  his  (hip  being  fet  oa 
fire  by  accident,  was  blown  up,  and  he  perifhed  with  alt 
his  crew,  except  a  midfhipnian  and  ten  or  eleven  failori, 
who  were  taken  up  alive  by  a  privateer  that  happened  to 
be  in  fight.  Favourable  as  this  accident  may  leem  to  the 
Gloriofo,  Ihe  did  not  efcapc^  An  Englifh  fiu'p'of  eighty  , 
guns,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Buckle*  came  upi  ■ 
and  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  furrender,  after  s  fllort  but 
vigorous  engagement.  Commodore  Griflui  had  been  lent, 
with  a  re-enforcement  of  fhips,  to  afliinne  the  ctnnmaiul 
of  the  fquadron  in  the  Eaft-Indies;  and  although  bistro 
rival  fecured  Fort  St.  David's,  and  the  other  Sritilh  fettle. 
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jnents  ia  that  coiiatry,  from  tfae  infults  of  MonfiouT  At  CR4f. 
la  Bouidoflnai*,  hii  firength  was  not  fufficient  to  enable  ^  ;  '  _j 
him  to  undertake  aajr  enterprtfe  of  imponance  agaiaft  the  xjig, 
enemy :  the  minifiry  of  Engjand,  therefore,  refolved  to 
equip  a  frdh  annameat,  that  when  joined  by  the  Ibips  in 
India  fliould  be  in  a  condition  to  beliege  Pondifherrjih 
&e  principal  fettlement  belonging  to  the  French  on  the 
cmft  of  Cofonundcl,  For  this  fervicei  a  good  number 
of  independent  companiet  wa>raifeda  and  fet  fail,  in  the 
fequel,  with  a  ftrong  iquadron  under  the  conduct  of  Reax- 
Admiral  Bofcswen,  an  officer  of  unqueflioned  valour  and 
capacity.  In  the  courfis  of  this  year,  the  firitiOi  cruifera 
were  fo  alert  and  fuccefsfu),  that  they  took  fix  hundred 
and  foTty'four  prizes  from  the  French  and  Spaniard^ 
whereas  the  loJJ  of  Great-Britain,  in  the  fame  time,  did 
not  exceed  iive  hundred  and  fifty. 

§  XXVIIt.  All  the  belligerent  powers  were  by  thia 
time  heartily  tired  of  a  war  which  had  confumed  an  im* 
menfity  of  treafure,  had  been  productive  of  fo  much 
mifchief^  and  in  thp  events  of  which  all,  in  their  turns* 
tad  found  themfelves  dilappointed^  Immediately  after 
the  battle  of  Laffeldt,  the  King  of  France  had,  in 
3  perfonal  converfatioc  with  Sir  John  Ltgonier,  cx- 
{^(Tal  his  defirc  of  a  pacification  ;  and  afterwards  his  nri« 
sifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  declaration  on  the  fame 
fiiibjei^  to  the  deputies  of  the  States-General.  The  fig- 
nal  fuccefs  of  tt^  BritiQi  arms  at  fca  confirmed  him  la 
thcfe  fentimcnts,  which  were  likewife  rcenforced  by  a 
variety  of  other  conliderations.  His  finances  were  almoft 
nthaufted,-  and  his  fupplies  from  the  Spanifh  Well-Indies 
lendered  fo  precarious  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Britilh  cruif- 
crs,  that  he  could  no  longer  depend  upon  their  arrival. 
The  trading  part  of  his  fubjefls  had  fuftained  /uch  lofies, 
that  his  kingdom  was  filled  with  bankruptcies ;  and  the 
beft  part  of  his  navy  now  contributed  to  Atengthen  the 
fleets  of  his  enemies.  The  eledion  of  a  ftadtholdcr  had 
united  the  whole  power  of  the  States-General  againft  him, 
ia  taking  the  moft  lefolute  laeafuro  for  their  own  lafety  : 
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BObic  his  views  in  Germany  were  Entirely  fruftrateJ  by  the  tlS* 
.  ^  'i  vatipn  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  Imperial  throne,  arid 
tr47>  the  re-cftabli(hment  of  peace  between  thehoufes  of  Auftfil 
and  Brandenbtirgh ;  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  Italy 
had  not  at  all  anfwered  his  expeftation  ;  and  Genoa  was 
become  an  cxpenfive  ally.  He  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  commerce  of  Britain  flourifti  in  the  midft  of  war, 
while  hi3  own  pccfple  were  utterly  impoverifhed.  The 
parliament  of  England  granted,  and  the  nation  paid  fuch 
incredible  fums  as  enabled  thdr  fovCreign  not  only  td 
maintain  invincible  navies  and  formidable  armies,  buC 
'likewife  to  give  fublidies  to  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
,  rope.  He  knew  that  a  treaty  of  this  kind  was  aflu- 
ally  upon  the  anvil  between  his  Britahnick  Majefty 
and  the  Czarina,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehen/ive  of 
feeing  an  army  of  Ruflians  in  the  Netherlands.  Hitf 
fears  from  this  quarter  were  not  without  foundation.  In 
the  month  of  November,  the  Earl  of  Hyndford,  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  at  the  court  of  Riif- 
fia,  concluded  a  treaty  of  fubfidy,  by  which  the  Czarfna 
engaged  to  hold  in.  readinefs  thirty  thoufand  men,  and 
forty  gallies,  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  confe- 
derates, on  the  firft  requifition.  The  States'-General 
acceded  to  this  agreement,  and  even  confented  to  pay 
one-fourth  of  the  fublidy.  His  moft  Chriftian  Majefly, 
moved  by  thefe  confiderations,  made  further  advances  to- 
wards an  accommodation  both  at  the  Hague  and  in  Lon- 
don i  and  the  contending  powers  agreed  to  another  con- 
grefs,  which  was'adlually  opened  in  March  at  Aix-la- 
Chapclle,  where  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  and  Sir  Thoma9 
Robinfon  s&Red  as  plenipotentiaries  from  the  King  of 
Great' Britain. 

§  XXIX.  The  eleflions  for  the  new  parliament  in 
England  had  been  condufled  fo  as  fully  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  and  his  brother  Mrv 
Pelham,  who  had  for  fome  time  wholly  engrofled  the  ad-' 
miniftration.  Bbth  Houfes  were  affembled  on  the  tenth 
iay  of  November,  when  Mr.  OnHow  was  unanimoufly 
re-eleaed 
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K-tileaed  Speaker  of  the  Commons.  The  fcflion  was 
t^aed,  as  ufua])  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  congcatu" 
Iftting  them  on  the  (igtial  fuccelleG  of  t^e  Britifb  navy,  an4 
ibe  happy  alteration  -in  the  goveinoient  of  the  Uulted . 
Provmces.  His  Maje{^  gave  them  to  underlland,.  that  a- 
coDgreld  would  fpeedily  be  opened  at  Aix-Ja-Chapelle,  to 
concert  the  means  for  eSefting  9  general  pacification ;  and 
reminded  them  that  nothing  vtrould  more  conduce  to  (he- 
fuccefs  of  this  negociation  than  the:  vigour  and  unanimity 
ef  their  proceedi;ig$.  He  received  fuch  addrelTes  as  the 
Biinifiera  were  pleafed  to  dtftate.  .  Oppofition  now.  Un- 
gwiOied  at  their  feet.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  become 
a  courtier,  and  in  a  Htcle  time  appointed  fecretary  of 
ftate,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  who  had 
lately  executed  that  office  which  he  now  refigned  ;  and 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich  no  longer  harangued  againft  the  ad- 
miniftration.  This  new  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  liberality  of  their  predeceffors,  readily  grati- 
fied all  the  requcfts  of  the  government.  They  voted  forty 
thoufand  feamen,  forty-nine  thoufand  land-forces,  befidcs 
eleven  ihoufand  five  hundred  marines;  tlie/obfidies  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  Czarina,  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
the  Eledors  of  Mentz  and  Bavaria,  the  Hcflians,  and  the 
Dukeof  Wolfenbuttel :  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thirty- 
five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  was 
granted  to  the  provinces  of  New  England,  to  re-emburfe 
them  for  the  expenfe  of  reducing  Cape-Breton  :  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  were  given  to  his  Majefty  lor  the 
vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  ;  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  thoufand  pounds  to  the  ScottiOi  claimarits, 
in  lieu  of  their  jurifdifljon.  Thefuppliesfcr  theenfuingyear 
fell  very  little  ftiort  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the  greater 
pattwasraifedonaioanby  fubfcription,chargeab!eonanew 
fubfidy  of  poundage  exacted  from  all  merchandife  imported 
iotoGteat- Britain.  Immediately  after  the  rebellion  was  fup- 
prelled,  the  legiflature  had  eltablinied  fome  regulations  in 
Scotland,  which  were  thought  neceffary  to  prevent  fuch 
commotions  for  the  future.'  The  Highlanders  were  dif- 
armed. 
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BOOK  atfned',  and  an  a3  pafled;  ftir  sboIiOiing  their  pecalUrity^ - 
'  '  .  of  garb,  which  was  fuppofed  to  keep  up  par^-dilHnc- 
ij^j.  tions,  to  encourage  their  martial  difpofitton,  and  preferve 
the  memory  of  die  exploits  achievedi  by  their  anceftors.' 
In  this  feiBon  a  bill  was  brought  in  ta  enforce  tkc  execu- 
tion of  that  law,  and  pafied  with  another  aA,  for  die 
more  effeftual  puniflmient  of  high  treafon  in  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  The  practice  of  infurmg  French 
and  Spanish  fliips  at  London  being  deemed  the  Ible  eir- 
cumflancc  that  prevented  a  total  flagnation  of  cornmeree 
in  thofe  countries,  it  was  prohibited'  by  law  under  fevere 
penalties  j  and  this  ftep  of  the  Britilh  parliament  accele« 
rated  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Several  other  prudent 
tneafures  were  taken  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  for  l;he 
benefit  of  the  publick  ;  and  among  thefe  we  may  reckon 
an  ai3  for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  Indigo  fn  the 
Britilh  plantations  of  North  America }  an:  article  for 
which  Great-Britain  ufed  to  pay  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  yearly  to  the  fubjeds  of  France.  The  feflion  was 
A0.174S.  clofcd  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  when  the  King 
declared  to  both  Houfes,  that  the  preliminaries  of  a  gene- 
ral peace  were  actually  figned  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle  by  the 
miniders  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  the  United-Pro- 
vinces ;  and  that  the  bafis  of  this  accommodation  was  a 
general  reftitution  of  the  conquefls  which  had  been  made 
during  the  war.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  par- 
liament his  majefty  fet  out  for  his  German  dominions,  after 
having  appointed  a  regency  to  rule  the  realm  in  hisabfcnce. 
§  XXX.  The  articles  might  have  been  much  lefs  un- 
favourable to  Great>Britain  and  her  allies,  had  the  mt- 
riftry  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the  treaty  with  the  Czarina  ^ 
and  if  the  confederates  had  a3ed  with  more  vigour 
and  expedition  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  Tho 
RulBan  auxiliaries  might  have  been  tranfportcd  by  fea  to 
Lubcck  before  the  end  of  the  preceding-  fummer,  in  their 
own  gallies,  which  bad  been  lying  ready  for  ufe  fince  tba 
month  of  July.  Had  this  expedient  been'  ufed,  the  Ru& 
Han  troops  would  bavcjolAtd  the  confederate  army  before 
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A«  eonclufion of  the  laftcUnpaign.'  But  tfais  eafy  Ati  CBap. 
expeditious  method  of  coirveyanee  was  i^eded  for  a  ^ ,  '.  , 
HMTck  byland,  of  inCFCcHble  length  and  difficulty,  which  174I. 
could  not  be  begun  before  the  month  Of  January,  nof 
acGompIifted  till  Midfumnier.  The  operations  of  the 
csmpai^n  had  been  concerted  at  the  Hague  in  January, 
by  the  Fefpe^ive  miniAers  of  the  atties,  who  rcfolvcd  to 
bring  an  anny  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  men 
hno  the  Netherlands,  in  order  to  compel  the  French  to 
3J)«idon  the  barrier  whkh  they  had  conquered.  The 
towns  of  HcHai  becaine  the  fcenes  of  tumult  and  infuf' 
icdionv  The  populace  plundered  the  fermers  of  the  re* 
venucy  »boIiftCd  the  taxes,  and  infutted  the  magiftratesj 
to  that  the  States-General,  feeing  their  country  on  the 
brink  c^  anarchy  and  confufton,  authorifed  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  he  Oiould  fee  conve- 
nient. '  TTiey  prrfcrrted  him  with  a  diploma,  by  which 
he  was  conftrtuted  hereditary  ftadthelder  and  captain- 
general  of  Dutch  Bralnnt,'  Flanders,  and  the  upper  ijuar' 
ter  of  Guelderlandj  and  the  Eall-India  company  ap- 
pointed him  dfacaor  and  governor- general  of  their  com- 
merce and  fettlementa  in  the  Indies,  Thus  inveftcd 
with  an  authority  unknown  to  his  anceflors,  he  exertei) 
himielf  with  equal  induftry  and  dilcrction  in  new-model- 
ling, augmenting,  and  sJIembling  the  troops  of  the  re- 
publick.  The  confederates  knew  that  the  Count  de 
Saxchad  a  defign  upon  Macflricht :  the  Auflrian  gene- 
ral Bathiani  made  repeated  remonftrances  to  the  Britifh 
ininiftry,  entreating  them  to  take  (peedy  meafures  for  the 
prcTerKatipn  of  that  fortrefs.  He  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary propofed  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  fhould  crofs 
tbefea,  and  confer  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  this 
fnbjjefH:  be  undertook,  at  the  peril  of  his  head,  to  cover 
Maeftricht  with  feventy  thoufand  men,  from  all  attacks  of 
the  enemy :  bat  his  reprefentations  feemed  to  have  made 
very  little  impreffion  on  th»fetowhom  they  were  add  re  ITcd. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  not  depart  from  England 
'  tHl  towards  the  latter  end  of  February  :  part  of  March 
Vol.  III.  P  was 
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was  elapfci],  before  the  tranfpwts  failed  from  the  Nore  with 
,  the   additional   troops  and  artillery;  and  the  laft  drafts 
from  the  foot-guards^  were  not  embarked  till  the  middle 
of  Augull. 

§  XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate  forces, 
joined  £ach  other,  and  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ruremond,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand  men ;  ^nd  the  French  army  invelled  Maeflricbt, 
~  without  oppofition,  on  the  third  day  of  April.  The  gar* 
rifon  confilted  of  Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the 
condud  of  the  governour.  Baron  d'Aylva,  who  defended 
the  place  with  extraordinary  fkitl  and  refolution.  He 
annoyed  the  befiegers  in  repeated  failles ;  but  they  were 
determined  to  furmount  all  oppofition,  and  profecuted 
their  approaches  with  incredible  ardour.  They  aflaulted 
the  covered-way,  and  there  efiefled  a  lodgement,  after  an 
ob&inatc  difpute,  in  which  they  loft  two  thoufand  of  their 
beft  troops  :  but,  next  day  ithey  were  entirely  diQodged 
by  the  gallantry  of  the  garrifon.  Thefe  hoftilities  were 
fuddenly  fufpended,  in  confequence  of  the  preliminaries 
figned  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle.  The  plenipotentiaries  agreed, 
that,  for  the  glory  of  his  Chriftian  Majefty's  arms,  the 
town  of  Maefiricht  Ihould  be  furrendered  to  his  general,  on 
conditionthatit^ould  be  reftored,  with  all  the  magazines 
and  artillery.  He  accordingly  took  pofTelEon  of  it  on  the 
third  day  of  May,  when  the  garrifon  marched  out  with 
all  the  honours  of  war;  and  a  celTation  of  arms  imme- 
diacely  enfued.  By  this  time  the  RulEan  auxiliaries,  ta 
the  number  of  thirty-feven  thou&nd,  commanded  by 
Prince  Repnin,  had  arrived  in  Moravia,  where  they  were 
reviewed  by  their  Imperial  Majefties :  then  they  proceeded  ' 
to  the  confines  of  Franconia,  where  they  were  ordered  to 
hall,  after  they  had  marched  feven  hundred  miles  llnce 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  French  King  declared, 
that  fhould  they  advance  farther,  he  would  demoliOi .  the 
fortifications  of  Maeflricht  and  Bergen -op -zoom.  This 
difpute  was  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  AuguU,  concluded  a  covcntioo,  importing, 
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that  theRuffian  troops  fliould  return  to  their  owticounfry;  tti  af, 
and  that  the  French  King  fhould  dilband  an  equal  number  ^__,^_^.l.^ 
of  his  forces.  The  feafon  being  far  advanced,  tfte  RulBans  1748- 
were  provided  with  winter-quarters  in  Boheinia  and  Mo- 
ravia,  where  they  continued  till  the  fpring,  when  they 
marched  back  to  Livonia.  In  the  mean  time  feven-and- 
thirty  thoufand  French  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Flan- 
-ders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies  remained  quiet  tilt 
the  conclufion  of  the  definitive  treaty.  The  fufpenfion  of  ■ 
arms  was  prochimed  at  London,  and  in  all  the  capitals  of 
the  contra&ing  powers :  orders  were  fentto  the  refpeftive 
admirals  in  different  parts  of  the  world)  to  [efrain  from 
hoftilities;  and  a  communication  of  trade  and  intelligenco 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had  been  at 
variance.  No  material  tranfai^ion  diftinguiflied  the  cam- 
paign in  Italy.  The  French  and  Spanifli  troops,  who  had 
joined  the  Genoefc  in  the  t^ritories  of  the  republick^ 
amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  men,  under  the  direilion  of 
the  Dute  de  Richelieu,  who  was  fent  from  France  to 
aflume  thft  command,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  ds 
£oufflers  s  while  Marefchal  de  Belleifle,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
fhoufand  men,  covered  the  weftern  Riviera,  which  was 
direatencd  with  an  invafion  by  forty  thoufand  Auftriani 
and  Piedmontefe,  under  General  Leutrum.  A,t  the  fame 
time  General  Brown,  with  a  more  numerous  army,  pre*  . 
pared  to  re-enter  the  eaflern  Riviera,  and  re-commencc  this 
iiege  of  Genoa.  But  thefe  intended  operations  were  pre- 
vented by  an  armiftice,  which  took  place  as  Toon  as  the 
belligerent  powers  had  acceded  to  the  preliminaries. 

§  XXXII.  In  the  Eaft-Indies,  Reat- Admiral  Bofcawen 
undertook  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry,  which,  in  the  fnoilth 
of  Auguft,  he  blocked  up  by  fea  with  his  fquadron,  and 
iiivefted  by  land  with  a  fmall  army  of  four  thoufand  Eu- 
ropeans, and  about  two  thoufand  natives  of  that  country. 
He  profecuted  the  enterprife  with  great  fpirit,  and  took 
the  fort  of  Area  Coupan,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles 
ficota  (he  town  :  then  he  made' his  approaches  to  the  place, 
againft  which  he  opened  batteries,  whUe  it  was  bombarded 
Pa  aai  - 
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BOOK    and  cannonaded  by  the  (hipping.  But  the  fortifications  were 
'I"     ^  ,fo  ftrong,   the  garrifon  fo  numerous,  and  the  engineers  of 

^,y^.  the  enemy  fo  expert  in  theirprofeffion,  that  he  made  very 
little  progrefs,  and  fuftaincd  confideraWe  damage.  At 
length,  his  army  being  diminifhed  by  ficknefs,  and  the 
rainy  fcafon  approaching,  he  ordered  the  artillery  and 
ftores  to  be  re-embarked ;  and  raifing  the  ficge  on  the  fixth 
day  of  0£Vober,  returned"  to  fort  St.  David,  after  having 
loft  about  a  thoufand  men  in  this  expedition.  In  the 
fequel,  feveral  fliips  of  his  fquadron,  and  above  twelve 
hundred  failors,  perifhed  in  a  hurricane,  ■  The  naval  fore* 
of  Great-Britain  v^as  more  fuccefsfiil  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
Rear-Admiral  Knowles,  with  a  fquadren  of  eight  (hips, 
attacked  Fort  Louis,  onthefouthfideof  HifpBniola,  whifeh 
after  a  warm  adtion  of  three  hours  was  furrendcred  on  capi^- 
tulation,  and  dismantled.  Then  he  made  an  abOrrive 
attempt  upon  St.  Jago  d«  Cuba,  and"  returned  to  Jamaica, 
extremely  chagrined  at  his  difappointment.  Which  he  iirt- 
puted  to  the  mifcondudl  of  Captain  Dent,  who  was  tried 
in  England  by  a  court-martial,  and  honourably  acquitted. 
Onthefirft  dayof  Oiftober,  the  fame  admiral  cruifing  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Havannab,  with  eight  fhips  of 
the  line,  encountered  a  Spanifli  fquadron  of  nearly  the. 
fameftrength,  underthecommandof theAdmiralsReggio 
and  Spinola.  The  engagement  began  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  with  inter- 
vals till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  retired  to 
the  Havannab,  with  thelofsof  twolhipsi  oneofwhicl* 
llruck  to  the  Britifh  admiral,  and  the  other  was,  two  day* 
after,  fet  on  fire  by  her  own  commander,  that  ftie  might 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.  Mr.  Knowles 
taxed  fome  of  his  captains  with  mifbehaviour,  and  they  re- 
criminated on  his  conduft.  On  their  return  to  England, 
a  court-martial  was  the  confequenceof  their  mutual  accufa- 
tions.  Thofc  who  adhered  to  the  commander,  and  tiic 
others  whom  he  impeached,  were  inflamed  againft  each 
other  with  the  moft  rancorous  refentment.  The  admiral 
faimfelf  did  not  efcape  uncenfured  :  two  of  his  captains 
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were  r^rimaadcd  :  but  Captain  Holmes,  who  had  ^if-    ^ha 
played  uncommon   courage,  was   honourably  acquitted,  ,__, 
Their  an  imofities  did  not'^d  with  the  court-martial.     A        174 
bloodlefs    encounter  happened  between  the  admiral  and 
Captain  Powlet :    but  Captain  Innes  and  Captain  Clarke^ 
meeting  by  appointment  in  Hyde-park  with  piftols,   the 
former   was   mortally  wounded,   and  died  next  morning; 
the  btter  was  tried,   and  condemned  for  murtfaer,   bm  in- 
dulged with  his  Majefty's  pardon.     No  naval  tranfa£tion 
of  any  confequence  happened  in  the  European  Teas,  during 
tbecourfeof  thisfummer.     In  January,  indeed,  theMag- 
nanime,  a  French  fbip  of  the  line,  was  taken  in  the 
chaDDcl  by  two  Englifh  cruifers,  after  an  obflinate  engage*' 
ment;   and  the  privateers  took  a  conAderable  number  of 
merchant  {hips  from  the  enemy, 

§  XXXIII.  The  plenipotentiaries  ftill  continued  at 
Aix-la-Chapetle,  difcufCng  all  the  articles  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  which  was  at  length  concluded  and  figned  on  the 
(eventhdayof  O^obcr.  It  was  foundedon  former  treaties, 
■which  were  now  exprefsly  confirmed,  from  that  of  Weft- 
phalia  to  the  laft  concluded  at  London  and  Vienna.  The 
contra^ng  parties  agreed.  That  all  prifoners  on  each  lide 
fhould  be  mutually  releafed,  without  ranfom,  and  all  con- 
quefts  reflored :  That  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placemia, 
and  Guaftalla  fliould  be  ceded  as  a  fettlement  to  the  Infant 
Don  Philip,  and  the  heirs-male  of  his  body;  but  in  cafe 
of  his  afcending  the  throneof  Spain,  or  of  the  two  Sicilies, 
01  bis  dying  without  male-ifTue,  that  they  fliould  revert 
to  the  houfe  of  Auftria:  That  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  fliould,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty,  fend  two  perfons  of  rank  and  diftinSion,  to  relide 
in  France,  as  hoftages,  until  reftitution  ihould  be  made  of 
'Cape-Breton,  and  all  the  other  conquefts  which  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty  ftiould  have  achieved  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft- 
Indies,  before  or  after  the  preliminaries  were  figned; 
That  the  affiento  contrafl,  with  the  article  of  the  annual 
fliip,  fliould  be  confirmed  for  four  years,  during  whichthe 
cnjoyownt  of  that  privilege  was  fufpendcd  fincc  the  com- 
p  9  mencement 
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mcncementof  the  prerent  war :  That  Dunkirk (hould  »••' 
Riain  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  and  towards  the  fca  coh- 
[inue  on  the  footing  of  former  trAties.  All  the  conira&ing 
powers  became  guarantees  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  for  the 
duchy  of  Silclla  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  asheat  prefent 
poflefled  them  ;  and  they  likswife  engaged  to  fecure  the 
£ m p re fs -Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  in  pofleffion  of 
her  hereditary  dominions,  according  to  the  pragmatick 
ianftion.  The  other  articles  regulated  the  forms  and  times 
fixedffor  this  mutual  reftitution,  as  well  as  for  the  termina- 
lipnof  hoftilities  in  different  pans  of  the  world.  But  the 
right  of  Englifh  fubjeSs  to  navigate  in  tbe  American  feas, 
without  being  fubjc^  to  fearch,  was  not  once  mentioned, 
thoifgh  this  claim  was  the  original  fource  of  the  differences 
between  Great-Britain  and  Spain :  nor  were  the  limits  of 
Acadia  afcertained.  This  and  all  other  di(putes  were  left 
to  the  dilcuffion  of  commiflaries.  We  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  tbatafter  the  troubles  of  the  empire  began,  the  waf 
was  noIongermaintainedonBritifiiprinciples.  Itbecame 
«  continental  conteft,  and  was  prorccitted  on  the  fide  of 
the  allies  witho,ut  cohdu^,  fpirit,  or  unanimity.  Inthp 
Netherlands  they  were  outnumbered  and  outwitted  by  the 
enemy.  They  never  hazarded  a  battle  without  fuftaininga 
defeat.  Their  vail  armies,  paid  by  Great-Britain,  lay  in- 
3£tive,  and  beheld  one  foitrefs  reduced  after  another,  until 
the  whole  country  was  fubdued;  and  as  their  generals 
fought  their  pleninolentiaries  negociated,  -  At  a  time 
when  their  afFairs  began  to  wear  the  moft  promiling  afpe£l; 
when  the  arrival  of  the  RuiHan  auxiliaries  would  have 
lecured  an  undoubted  fuperiority  in  the  field  ;  when  the 
Sritid)  fleets  had  trampled  qn  the  naval  power  of  France 
juid  Spain,  intercepted  their  fupplies  of  treafure,  and  cut 
pff  aU  tljoir  rffourccs  of  commercej  the  BritiOi  minifters 
Je^mpd  fo  treat,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  their  country,  They  left  her  moA  valuable 
and  neccffary  rights  of  trade  unowned  and  undecided ; 
they  fubfcribed  to  the  infolentdemandof  fending  the  noblos 
gf  the  fejlni  J9  grjcc  tbe  wurt,  and  adftrn  the  triumphs 
■■     ■    ■  >f 
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of  her  enemy ;   and  they  tamely  gave  up  her  conquefts  in    chap. 
North- America,  of  more  confequence  to  her  trafficic  than  ^  , .     ' ,  j 
all  the  other  dominions  for  ivhich  the  powers  at  war  con-        174S. 
tended:  they  gave  up  the  important  ille  of  Cape-Breton, 
in  exchange  for  a  petty  factory  in  the  Eafl-lndies,  belbng-  / 

ing  to  a  private  company,  whofe  exigence  had  been  deemed 
prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth.  What  then  were  the 
fruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  this  long  and  defperate 
war?  A  dreadful  expenfe  of  blood  and  treafure*,  dif- 
grace  upon  difgrace,  an  additional  load  of  grievous  impo-  ' 
litions,  and  the  national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous 
fum  of  eighty  millions  fterling. 

*  Soch  an  expenfin  WIT  could  dqI  be  maintained  wichont  a  very  eitraordi' 
nary  exerlian  or  a  commncUl  fpiiit  :  accordingly,  we  find  tbatGreaC-BriUJn, 
fince  tbe  dcith  of  King  William,  bai  lifen  under  her  prefTure 9  with  incrcafed 
vigoar  aad  pcrfeRnDCC  Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  natural  piogrelSoB  of 
trade  eiRnding  jtlclf  from  it)  origin  [aiIi«H  omc^/u  ■/(»,  or  to  the  eo- 
couragement  giten  by  the  adniiniftration  to  maaeyed  men  of  all  denaTninatian); 
01  to  neceffity,  impelling  thoTe  who  can  no  longer  lira  on  fmall  incomet  la 
rifque  their  capital!  in  craffidc.  Chat  they  may  haie  a  chance  for  bettering  their 
foRunu;  or,  laftly,  to  a  concurrgnce  of  aU  Chcfe  cauCeii  certain  iti),  the 
national  eipoiti  and  importi  haie  been  fenliUjr  increaling  fortbefe  forty  yean  : 
die  yearly  medium  of  wDoleo  export),  from  the  year  171S  to  174.3  indufiTc, 
unouaCed  to  about  three  milliona  and  an  half,  which  wa)  a  yearly  incieara 
m  the  medium,  of  6ie  hundred  thoufand  pouDdi  above  the  medium  from 
1718101714^  From  thii  article,  the  reader  wiUcraceiTa  Chtptodigioutoi- 
teat  and  importance  of  the  Biitilh  commcne. 
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§  I.  rriHEpeaceof  Aix-la-Chapelle, however unftable 
,  X     or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to  thofe  few  who 

underftood  the  interells,  and  felt  for  the  honour  of  their 
cotintrj,  was  ncverthclefs  not  unwelcome  to  the  nation 
in  general.  The  Britlfh  miniftry  will  always  iind  it  more 
difficult  to  fatisfy  the  people  at  the  end  of  a  fuccefsful 
campaign,  than  at  the  conclufion  of  an  unfortunate  war. 
The  Englifli  are  impstient  of  mifcarriage  and  difappeiot- 
iDcnt,  and  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated  with  victory.  At 
this  period  they  were  tired  of  the  burthens,  and  fick  of 
the  difgraces,  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  in  the  courfc 
of  feven  tedious  campaigns.  They  bad  fufTered  confi- 
'  '  '  deiaUfl 
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deraMelolTes  and  interruption  inthear%leof  commerce,  CHAP. 
which  was  the  fource  of  their  national  opulence  and  ._  '  j 
pQwer:  they  knew  it  would  neccfTarily  be  clogged  with  174J. 
additional  duties,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  continental 
war,  and  the  fupport  of  foreign  fubfidiaries;  and  they 
drew  very  faint  prefages  of  future  fuccefs  either  from  the 
Wndudt  of  their  allies,  or  the  capacity  of  their  command- 
Ers.  To  a  people  influenced  by  thcfe  confiderationi,  the 
refloration  of  a  free  trade,  the  refpite  from  that  anxiety  and 
fufpenfe  which  the  profecution  of  a  war  never  fails  to  en- 
gender, and  the  profpefl  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance  from  dif- 
couraging  reftraint  and  opfireffive  impofitions,  were  ad- 
?antages  that  fweetened  the  bitter  draught  of  a  difhonour- 
able  treaty,  and  induced  the  majority  of  the  nation  to 
ipquieice  in  the  peace,  not  barely  without  murmuring, 
but  even  with  Ibme  degree  of  fatisfat^ion  and  applaule. 

§  II.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  rati^catlons  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle  the  armies  were  broke  up  :  the  allies  ia 
the  Netherlands  withdrew  their  feveral  proportions  of 
troops ;  the  French  began  to  evacuate  Flanders ;  and  the 
Englifli  forces  were  re-embarked  for  their  own  country. 
His  Britajinick  Majefty  returned  from  his  German  domi- 
nions in  November,  having  landed  near  Margate,  in  Kent, 
after  a  dangerous  palTage;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the 
|ame  mpnth  he  opened  the  felEon  of  parliament.  By  this 
_  tjine  the  mifunder landing  between  the  two  firft  pcrfonages 
of  the  royal  family  had  beeii  increafed  by  a  frefli  acceflion 
pf  matter.  The  Prince  of  Wales  had  held  a  court  of 
ftannary,  -in  quality  of  Duke  of  Cornwall ;  and  revived 
fome  claims  attached  to  that  dignity,  which,  had  they 
been  admitted,  would  havb  greatly  augmented  his  influ- 
ence among  the  Cornilh  boroughs.  Thefe  efforts  roufed 
the  jealoufyoftheadminillration,  which  had  always  con li- 
dered  them  as  an  interell  wholly  dependant  on  the  crown ; 
and,  therefore,  the  pretenfions  of  his  royal  highnefs  were 
oppofed  by  the  whole  weight  of  the  miniHry.  His  adhe- 
rents, refenting  thefe  hdlilities  as  an  injury  to  their  royal 
foa&a,  irpmediately  joiaed  the  remnant  of  the  former 
oppofition 
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SOOtC    oppofition  in  paHiament,  and  refolved  to  counter»^  all 

^  ^  '  f  the  miniHerial  meafures  that  fcould  fall  under  their  cog- 
»746.  nizaiice;  at  leaft,  they  determinoi  to  feifc  every  pppof- 
tunity  of  thwarting  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  in  every 
fcheme  or  propofal  that  had  not  an  evident  tendency  to 
the  advantage  of  the  nation.  This  band  of  auxiliariei 
was  headed  by  the  Earl  of  E— t,  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  N— t. 
The  lirft  poITefled  a  fpecies  of  eloquence  rather  plaufible 
than  powerful  :  he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  fire :  his  fpirlt 
was  bold  and  enterprifing,  his  apprehenfion  quick,  and  bis 
repartee  fevere.  Dr.  Lee  was  a  mar  of  extenfive  erudition 
and  irreproachable  morals,  particularly  verfed  in  the  civil 
law,  which  he  profefled,  and  perfc^ly  well  acquainted 
with  the  conftitution  of  his  country.  Mr.  N — t  was  an 
orator  of  middling  abilitiesj  who  harangaed  upon  all 
iubje£ts  indifcriminately,  and  fupplied  with  confidence 
what  he  wanted  in  capacity :  he  had  been  at  fome  pains 
.  to  ftudy  the  bufinds  of  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  to  undcrftand 
the  machine  of  government;  and  was  tolerably  well  heard, 
as  he  generally  fpoke  with  an  appearance  of  good-humour, 
and  hazarded  every  whitnfical  idea,  as  it  rofe  in  his  imagi- 
nation. But  Lord  Bolingbroke  is  faid  to  have  been  liie 
chief  fpring  which,  in  fecret,  aduated  the  deliberations 
of  the  Prince's  court.  That  nobleman,  fecmrngly  fe- 
queftered  from  the  tumults  of  a  publick  life,  refidedaC 
Batterfea,  where  he  was  vifited  like  a  fainted  fhrine  by  all 
the  diflinguiflied  votaries  of  wit,  eloquence,  and  political 
ambition.  There  he  was  cultivated  and  admired  for  the 
elegance  of  his  manners,  and  the  chartns  of  his  conver- 
fation.  The  Prince's  curiofity  was  firft  captivated  by  his 
charafler,  and  his  efteem  was  afterwards  fecured  by  the 
irrefiftible  addrefs  of  that  extraordinary  perfonage,  whj 
continued  in  a  regular  progreffion  to  infinuate  himfelf  ftJH 
farther  and  farther  into  the  good  graces  of  his  royal  patron. 
How  far  the  condu£t  of  his  royal  highnefs  was  influenced 
by  the  private  advice  of  this  nobleman  we  fhall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine :  but,  certain  it  is,  the  friends  of  the 
miniftry  propagated  a  report,  that  he  was  the  dictator  of 
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tbofe  meafures  which  Ae  Prince  adopted  ;  atid  that,  under    crap. 
tiM  fpecious  pretext  of  anachment  to  the  heir  appamit  of  ' 

the  crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which  vna  to  per-  i7|S. 
petuate  the  breach  in  the  royal  family.  Whaterer  his 
fentiments  and  motives  might  hare  been,  this  was  no  other 
than  a  revival  of  die  old  minifterial  clamour,  that  a  man 
cannot  be  well  afiefied  to  the  King,  if  be  pKCends  t*' 
cenfure  any  meaTure  of  the  admintftration. 

§  in.  The  weight  which  the  oppofition  derived  from 
thefe  new  confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Comaions  waa 
ftill  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  power,  influence,  ani 
ability  that  fuftained  every  mtntfteriat  projeft.  Mr.  Pd' 
ham,  who  chiefly  managed  the  helm  of  aiFairs,  was  gene- 
nily  efteemed  as  a  man  of  honefty  and  candour,  a^uateA 
b^  a  (inecre  love  for  his  conntry,  tfaODgh  he  had  been  cdii- 
cated  in  erroneous  principles  of  government,  and  iii  fotae  . 
raeafure  obliged  to  profccutea  fatal  fyftem,  which dcftend- 
cd  to  him  by  inheritance.  At  this  time  he  numbered  Mr. 
Pitt  among  his  fellow-mini fters,  and  was  moreover  fiip- 
portcdby  many  other  individuals  of  diflinguifhedabiHtief; 
among  whom  the  firft  place,  in  point  of  genius,  was  due 
to  Mr.  M.  who  executed  the  office  of  follicitor-general. 
This  gentleman,  the  fon  of  a  noble  family  in  North  Bri- 
tain, had  raifcd  himfelf  to  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  by 
a  moft  keen  intuitive  fpiril  of  apprehenfion,  that  teemed 
tti  feifeevciy  objeit  at  firft  glance,  an  innate  fagacity,  that 
lived  the  trouble  of  mtcnfe  application,  and  an  irrdiflibJe 
fiream  of  eloquence,  that  flowed  pure  and  claffical,  Rtong 
and  copious,  rcfleSing,  in  the  moft  confpicuous  poial  of 
view,  thefubjefis  over  which  it  rolled,  and  fweeping  before 
it  all  the  flime  of  formal  helitation,  and  alt  the  entangling 
, weeds  of  chicanery.  Yet,  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
were  not  fo  implicitly  attached  to  the  firft  minifter  as  to 
acquielce  in  alt  his  plans,  and  dedicate  their  time  and 
taknts  to  the  fupport  of  every  court-meafure  indifcrimi- 
natety.  This  was  one  material  point  in  which  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  his  predece^tr,  who 
admitted  of  no  contiadidion  from  any  of  his  adherents  or 
fcllow- 
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BOOK    ^Ibw-Ccrvants,  but  inlifted  on  facriiicing  their  whole  pit^t 

^  '  1  ccption  and  liicultics  to  his  condudi  and  difpofal.  That 
^1^'  fotdid  deference  to  a  minifter  no  longer  charadtcrifed  the 
fubordinate  inflruments  of  the  ad  minifl ration.  It  waa  not 
unufual  to  fee  the  great  officers  of  the  government  divided 
in  a  parliamentary  debate,  and  to  hear  the  fecretaxyat 
war  oppofing  with  great  vehemence  a  claufe  fuggeltcd  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  After  all,  if  we  coolly 
cofinder  thofe  arguments  which  have  been  bandied  about, 
and  retorted  with  fuch  eagerncfs  and  acrimony  in  the 
IJoufe  of  Commons,,  and  divefl  them  of  thofe  paSionate 
Q-o'pes  and  declamatory  metaphors  which  the  fpirit  of 
oppoiition  alone  had  produced,  we  Ihall  find  very  little  ' 
kft  for  the  fubje^  of  difpute,  and  fometimes  be  puzzled- 
to  difcover  any  material  feurce  of  dilagreement, 

§  IV.  In  the  month  of  November  his  Majefly  opened 
the  feffion  of  parliament  with  a  fpeech,  acquainting  them^ 
That  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  at  length  ligoed 
by  all  the  parties  concerned:  That  he  had  made  the  mcA 
effeiftual  provifion  for  fecuring  the  rights  and  intcreSs  of 
bis  own  fubjedls  ;  and  procured  for  his  allies  the  beft  con- 
ditions, which,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  ailairs,  ceuld 
be  obtained.  He  fajd  he  had  found  a  general  good  difpiK 
fition  in  all  parties  to  bring  the  negociation  to  a  hap;^ 
conclufion  ;  and  obfcrved,  that  we  might  promile  our- 
felves  alongenjoyment  of  the  bleJHngs  of  peace.  Finally, 
after  having  remarked  that  times  of  tranquillity  were  the 
proper  feafons  for  lefTening  the  national  debt,  and  flrength' 
cning  the  kingdom  againll  future  events,  he  recommended 
to  the  Commons  the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue, 
the  maintenance  of  a  con^derable  naval  force,  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace.  This  fpeech,  as  ufual,  was  ecchoed  back  by  an  ad* 
drefs  to  the  throne  from  both  Houfes,  containing  general 
expreffioni  of  the  warmefl  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  bis 
Majefly,  and  implying  the  moft  perfeft  fatisfa£^ion  and 
acquiefcence  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Cb»- 
'pslle. 
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-  ^  V.  The  members  in  the   oppofition,  according  to    chap, 
cuftom,   cavilled  it  the  nature  of  this  addrefs.     They  y  j 

obfetyed,  chat  the  Iftte  pacification  was  the  woril  and  moft  1743- 
inglorious  of  all  the  bad  treaties  to  which  the  Englilh 
nation  had  ever  fubfcribcd :  that  it  was  equally  difgrace- 
ful,  indefinite,  and  abfurd :  They  faid  the  Britifh  navy 
had  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  the  French  at  lea, 
that  the  fources  of  their  wealth  were  already  cboalced  jjp ; 
that  the  liege  of  Maeftricht  would  have  employed  their 
arms  in  the  Low-Countries  till  the  arrival  of  theRuffiajuj 
and  that  the  acceiGon  of  thefe  auxiliaries  would  have 
thrown  the  fuperiority  into  the  fcale  of  the  allies.  Tbejr 
did  not  fail  to  take  notice,  that  the  moll  important  and 
original  object  of  the  war  was  left  wholly  undecided  ;  and 
demonflrated  theabfurdiiy  of  their  promiAng,  in  theaddrefs, 
to  make  good  Tuch  engagements  aahisMaJefty  had  entered 
into  with  his  allies,  before  they  knew  what  thofe  engage- 
ments were.  In  anfwer  to  thele  objections,  the  minilters 
replied.  That  the  peace  was  in  itfelt'  rather  better  than 
could  be  expefled ;  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  They  affirmed. 
That  the  Dutch  were  upon  the  point  of  concluding  a 
neutrality,  in  confequence  of  which  their  troops  would 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  allied  army ;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  even  the  addition  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would 
not  have  rendered  it  a  match  for  the  enemy.  They  aflertcd. 
That  if  the  war  bad  been  prolonged  another  year,  the 
national  credit  of  Great  Britain  muft  have  been  entirely  . 
ruined,  many  of  the  publick  funds  having  funk  below  par 
in  the  preceding  feafon,  fo  that  the  minitiry  had  begun  to 
dcfpair  of  feeing  the  money  paid  in  on  the  new  fubfcription. 
"With  refpefl  to  the  reftoration  of  Cape  Breton,  the  limits 
o(  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  right  of  navigating  without 
Search  in  the  American  leas,  which  right  had  been  left 
unellablilhed  in  the  treaty,  they  declared,  That  the  iirll 
was  an  unneceflary  expenfe,  of  no  confequence  to  Great- 
Sriiain ;  and  that  the  other  two  Were  points  in  djfpute, 
%o  be  amicably  fettled  in  private  conferences  by  eomrpif- 
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BOOK     faries  duety  audwrifsdi   but  by  no  mesns  anleles  to  be 
^  "J"  _j  eftabliaed  by  » general  treaty. 
174S.  §  VI.    What    the  oppolition  wanted  in  ftrength  it 

endeavoured  to  make  up  with  fpirit  am)  perfeverance. 
Every  minifterial  motion  and  meafure  was  canvafled, 
ilfted,  and  decried  with  uncommMi  art  and  vivacity :  but 
all  this  little  availed  ag»nft  the  fmgle  article  of  fuperior 
nninbers;  and  accordingly  this  was  thefource  of  certain 
triumph  in  all  debates  in  which  the  Tervants  of  the 
crown  were  united.  The  nation  had  realon  to  expeS  an 
immediate  mitigation  in  the  article  of  annual  expenfe, 
confidering  the  number  of  troops  and  &ip3  of  war  which 
had  been  reduced  at  the  ratification  of  Vhf  treaty :  but 
they  were  di&greeabiy  undeceived  in  finding  themfelve* 
again  loaded  with  very  extraordinary  impofitions,  for  the 
payment  of  a  vaft  debt  which  government  had  contra^ed 
tA  the  co|urfe  of  the  war,  notwithftanding  tbe  incredible 
aids  granted  by  parliament.  The  committee  of  Aipply 
eftablifbed  four  points  of  consideration  in  their  deHbeia- 
tions  concerning  the  Turns  neceflary  to  be  raiftd;  namety, 
fijT  fuIfilRng  the  engagements  which  tbe  parliament  had 
entered  into  with  his  Majefty,  and  the  fervices  undert^Aen 
for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war ;  for  difcharging  debts  eo»- 
trafled  by  government ;  for  making  good  deficiencies ;  asd 
fordefrayingthe  current  expenfc  of  the  year.  It  appeared 
that  the  nation  owed  four-and-forty  thoufand  pounds  to 
tbe  Elector  of  Bavaria;  above  thirty  thoufand  to  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick ;  the  lite  fum  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Hede-Caflel;  and  near  nine  thoufand  pounds  to  the  EleSor 
of  Mentz.  Tbe  Queen  of  Hungary  claimed  ah  arrear  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  city  of  Glafgow, 
in  North-Britain,  prefeiited  a  petition,  praying  to  be  re- 
imburfed  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  extorted  from 
that  corporation  by  the  fon  of  the  Pretender,  during  the 
rebellion.  One  hundred  and  twelve  thonfand  pounds 
were  owing  to  the  forces  in  North-America  and  the  Eaft- 
Indies ;  beftdes  near  half  a  million  due  on  extraordinary 
expenfe  incurred  by  the  land-forces  in  America,  Flanders, 
4  and 
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and  North-Britain,   by  the  office  of  Ordnance,  and  other     chap. 
fervices  oFthc  lafl  year,   to  which  the  parliamentary  pro-  '•     , 

vifion  did  not  extend.  The  remaining  debt  of  the  Ord-  i^^g. 
nance  amounted  to  above  two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds:  but  the  nary-bills  could  not  be  difcharged  for 
lefs  than  four  millions.  An  addition  of  two  millions 
three  hundred  and  feventy-four  thoufand  three  hundred 
thirty-three  pounds  fifteen  ihillinga  and  two  pence  was  alfo 
required  for  the  current  fetvice  of  the  year.  In  a  word,  the 
whole  annual  fupply  exceeded  eight  millions  fteriing — a 
fum  at  which  the  whole  nation  exprefled  equal  aftonifli- 
ment  and  difguft.  It  was  charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt 
mum,  cyder,  and  perry,  the  land-tax  at  four  ihillings  in 
the  pound,  annuities  on  thofinking-fund,  an  application 
of  one  million  from  that  depofit,  and  a  loan  of  the  like  fum 
to  be  charged  on  the  ftrft  aids  of  next  feffion.  The  num- 
ber of  feamen  was  reduced  to  feventeen  thoufand,  and 
that  of  the  land  forces  to  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-feven,  including  guards  and  garrifons. 

§  Vil.  Every  article  of  cxpenfe,  however,  was  warmly 
difputed  by  the  anti-courtiers ;  efpecially  the  demand  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  which  waa  deemed  unreafonably 
exorbitant  and  rapacious,  confidering  the  feas  of  blood 
which  we  had  fhed,  and  the  immenfity  of  treafure  we 
had  exhaufted  for  her  benefit :  and  furely  the  fubjefts  of 
this  nation  had  fome  reafon  to  complain  of  an  indulgence 
of  this  nature,  granted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally 
fnatched  from  the  brink  of  ruin — a  power  whofe  quarrel 
they  had  efpoufed  with  a  degree  of  enChufiafm  that  did 
much  more  honour  to  their  gallantry  than  to  their  difcrc- 
don— a  power  that  kept  aloof,  with  a  ftatelinefs  of  pride 
peculiar  to  herfelf  and  family,  and  beheld  her  Britifh  aux- 
iliaries fighting  her  battles  at  their  ownexpenfe;  while 
fhe  fquandered  away,  in  the  idle  pageantry  of  barbarous 
tnagnificence,  thofe  ample  fubfidies  which  they  advanced 
in  order  to  mainuin  her  armies,  and  furnifh  out  her  pro- 
portion of  the  war.  The  leader*  of  the  oppofitbn  ne- 
gle£led  no  opportunity  of  embittering  the  triumphs  of 
Vol.  III.  Q.  their 
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their  advei-rariei ;  they  inveigbcd  ^inft  the  exfnvagancr 
,  of  granting  fixtecn  thoufand  pounds  for  the  pay  of  gene* 
ral  and  lla^  officers  during  a  peace  that  required  no  fuch 
cftabliflunent,  efpecially  at  a  jun&ur&when  tb«  naitonal 
incumbrances  rendered  it  abfcJutcly  neccITary.  to  [»a£tire 
every  expedient  of  ccconoRiy.  They  even  combated  the 
requeft  of  the  city  of  Glafgow  to  be  iadaaniifted  for  the 
extraordinary  e)cai£lion  it  underwent  from  the  rebels^ 
though  it  appeared,  from  unquefl  ion  able  evidence,  that 
this  extraordinary  contribution  was  exaded  on  account  of 
that  city's  peculiar  attachment  to  the  reigning  family: 
that  it  had  always  invariably  adhered  to  Revolution  prii^- 
ciples ;  and,  with  an  unequalled  fpirit  of  loyaky  and  seal 
for  the  proieflant  fuccelSoD,  diflinguiihed  itfelf  both  in 
the  \z&  and  preceding  rebellion. 

§  VIII.  But  the  moll  violent  conteft  arofe  on  certain 
regulations  which  the  miniftry  wanted  to  eftabtiOi  in  two 
bills,  relating  to  the  fea  and  lattd  fervice.  The  firft^  uo^' 
der  the  title  of  a  bill  for  amending,  explaining,  and  re- 
ducing into  one  ad  of  parliament  the  laws  relating  to 
the  navy,  was  calculated  folely  with  a  view  of  fubjeSing 
half-pay  officers  to  martial  law — a  defign  which  not  only 
furnifhed  the  oppofition  with  a  plaultble  handle  for  accuf- 
ing  the  raini&crs,  as  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  con- 
Aitutionj  in  order  to  ektend  the  influence  of  the  crown ; 
but  alfo  alarmed  the  fea-officera  to  fuch  a  degree,  thai 
they  afiembled  to  a  coniiderable  number,  with  a  view  to 
deliberate  upon  the  proper  means  for  defending  their  privi- 
l^es  and  liberties  from  invaflon.  The  rafu It  of  their  con* 
fultationt  was  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fub- 
fcribed  hy  three  admirals  and  forty-feven  i:aptains,  not  mem* 
befs  of  parliament,  repreAoting,  That  the  bill  iit  agitation 
contained  feveral  cUufes  tending  to  the  injury  and  difbonour 
of  all  naval  ofEcers,  as  well  as  to  the  detriment  of  his  Ma> 
jelly's  fervice  {  and  that  the  laws  already  in  force  had  been 
always  fouiui  eSeQaa}  for  fecuring  the  fervice  of  officers  on 
half-pay,  upon  the  moftpreffingoccanons:  tbey,  therefore, 
boped,  that  thfsy  Ehould  not  be  fubje£le«l  to^.iww  hardfliips 
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fltoddlfcOura^mcntsjMtlbegged  to  be  heard  by  their  cguiw     CHap. 
felj' 'before  the  commkWe  of  the  whole  Houfc,  touching   .       'l 
/lich  pam  of  thebiil  as  rhsy  apprehended  would  be  injb-       174!, 
rious  to  theniftlvesand  theoihcr  officers  of  his  Majefty's 
navjr.     This  petition  was  prcfented.  to  the  Houfc  by  Sir 
John  Norris,  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  was  fc- 
CondcdbySir  Peter  Warren,  whofe.ch»rai9er  was  uni- 
vcrfally  eftcenwd  and  beloved  in  the  nation.   This  meafure 
had  like  to  have  produced  very  feriousconfequencea.  Many 
commandersand  fiibaltems  had  repaired  to  the  Admimity, 
and  threatened,  in  plain  terms,  to  throw  up  their  commif- 
&ons  in  cafe  theJiitl  Oiould  pafs  intoaJaw )  and  a  general 
.  ferincat  was  begun  amongall  the  fabordinate  members  of 
the  navy.     A  motion  was  made,  That   the  petitioners, 
accoriing  to  their  requeft,  fliouid  be  heard  by  their  coun- 
fcl;  and  this  p'iMpofal  was  firongly  nrged  by  the  firft  oi-a- 
tors  «f  the  afithninifterial  affociation  ;   but  the  minifler, 
confiding  in  his  own  ftrength,  re-enforced  by  the  abi li- 
tres of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttelton,  and  Mr.  Fox,   th«  fe- 
cntary  at  war,    ArcnuouHy  oppofed  the  motion,  whidi, 
upon  a  difHiDn,  w^s    thrown  out   by  a  great  majority. 
The  fevaral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  feparately 
defeated  with  great  warmth  ;  and  though  Mr.  Pdham  had, 
Wrth'the  inoft  dilihtcpefted  air  of  candour,  repeatedly  do> 
clared  that  he  reqitiired  no  fupport,  even  from  his  own 
Kdherents,  liut  that  which  might  arife  frMn  reafon  unre- 
ftfftiited,  and  fiill  conviftion,  be,  on  this  occafion,  reaped 
idt'the  fruit  from  their  zeal  and  attachn-icnt  which  eould 
be  expci^edfrom  the  mofl  implicit  complaifance.     Some 
plaofible  amerfdments  of  the  moft  exceptionable  c]aur>.*E 
Vr^i  aiftrti,  particalarty  of  tbat  whith  impofed  an  oath 
e'pen  the  members  of  every  court-martial,  that  they  fhould 
not,  ton  any  account,  difclofe  the  opinions  or  tranfaftionsof 
ariyfutTi  tribunal.  This  was  ronfidered  as  a  fanflion  under 
VHtich  any  court-mamal  might  commit  the  moft  flagrant 
a£ts  of  injtillice  ar^  opprcllion,  which  even  parliament 
rtfelfcould  not  r^drefs,    fecaufc  it  would   be  impoffible 
to  aftcrtain  the  truth,  eternally  fealed   up  by  this  abfurd 
Q_2  obligation. 
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BOOK    obligation.     The  anMadment   propoki    was,    that    the 

^^'_    ,  member  of  a  court-maitial  might  reveal  ,thc  tranfadions 

1741.       and  opinions  of  it,  in. all  cafes  wherein  the  couKs  Qf  juf- 

tice,  as  the  law  now  ^ands,  hare  a  right  to  interfere,  if 

required  thereto  by  either  Houfe.t^  parliament:  a  very 

leafonable  mitigation,  which,  however,   was  rejected  by 

the  majority.     Neverthclcfs,  the  fufpicion  of  an  intended 

encroachment  had  raifed  fucfa  a  clamour  without  doors, 

and  difTafed  the  odium  of  this  meafure  fo  generally,    that 

the  miniller  thought  proper  to  drop  the  projected  article 

of  war,  fubjefling  the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to  tiie 

jurifdiftions  of  courtsr martial ;    and  the  bill  being  alio 

foftened  in  other  particulars,,  during  its  paflage  through 

the  .Upper  Hoofe,  at  length  received  the  royal  aflent; 

§  JX.  The  flame  which  this  ait  had  kindled  was 
rather  increafed  than  abated  on  the  appearance  of  a  new 
.mutiny-bill,  replete  with  divers  innovations,  tending  to 
augment  thk  influence  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  autho- 
.rity  and  power  of  a'military  jurifdiflion.  All  the  articles 
of  war  eftabliihed  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second 
were  fubmitted  .co  the  infpei^ion  of  the  Commons;  and 
in  thefe  appeared  a  gradual  fpirit  of  encroachment,  almoJl 
imperceptibly  deviating  from  the  civil  inftitutes  of  the 
EngHQi  conftitution  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  a  mi- 
litary dominion.  By  this  new  bill  a  power  was  veftedin 
any  commander  in  chief  to  revife  and  corre£t  any  legal 
fentence  of  ai  court-martial,  by  which  the  members 
of  fuch  a  court,  correfponding  with  the  nature  of  a 
civil  jury,  were  rendered  abfolutely  ufelefs,  and  the  com- 
mander in  a  great  meafure  abfolute  i  for  he  had  not  only 
the  power  of  fummoning  fuch  officers  as  he  might  choofe 
to  fit  on  any  trial,  a  prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil 
court  of  judicature:  but  he  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  re- 
view and  alter  the  fentence }  (b  that  a  man  was  fub- 
jedl  to  two  trials  for  the  fame  offcnfe,  and  (he  commander 
in  chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt  and  the  punifhment. 
By  the  final  claufe  of  this  bill,  martial  law  was  extended 
to  all  officers  on  half-pay;  and  the  {ame arguments  which 
5  had 
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bad  been  urged  againft  this  article  in  the  navy-bill   wete    c  »  a  P. 
now  repeated  and  re-enforced   with  redoubled   fervour.   •,_,-',  _t ' 
Mzny  reafona  were  offered  to  prove  that  the  half-pay  was       174'- 
allotted  as  a  recompenfe  for  paft  fervice ;  and  the  oppo< 
nents  of  the  bill  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  article,  by  aug- 
menting the  dependents  of  the  crown,  might  be  very  dan- 
gerous to  tbeconflltutioi).  On  the  other  hand,  the  partifans 
of  the  miniftry  afferteil  that  the  hajf-pay  was  granted  as  a 
retaining  fee ;  and  that  originally  all  thofe  who  enjoyed 
this  indulgence  were  deemed  to  be  in  aAual  fervlce,  con- 
fequenlly    fubjed  to  martial  law.       Mr.  Pitt,     who   at 
tills  time  exercifed  the  office  of  paymafier* general  with  a  . 

rigour  of  integrity  unknown  to  the  nioft  difmterelled  of 
all  his  predeceffors  in  that  department,  efpoufed  the 
claufe  in  difpute,  as  a  neceJTary  extenfion  of  military 
difcipline,  which  could  never  be  attended  with  any  bad 
confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  nation.  The  remarks 
)shicb.  he  made  on  this  occafion  implied  an  opi- 
nion that  our  liberties  wholly  exifled  in  dependence 
Vpon  the  direi^ion  of  the  fovereign,  aiid  the  virtue 
of  the  army.  *'  To  that  virtue  (laid  he)  we  trurf  even 
"at  this  hour,  (majl  as  our  army  is — to  that  virtue  we 
»»  m  uft  have  trufled,  had  this  bill  been  modelled  as  its 
',*  warmcll  oppofers  could  havp  wjlhed ;  and  without  this 
"  virtue,  fliould  the  Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the  people 
"  of  England  entrench  themfelves  behind  parchment  up 
f  t<3  Jthe  teeth,  the  fword  will  find  a  paflagc  to  the  vitals 
"  of  the  conftitutiojh."  All  the  dlfptited  articles  of  the 
bill  b^ii^g  fudained  on  the  fhoulders  of  a  great  majority, 
it  was  .conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where  it  excited 
another  violent  conteft.  Upon  the  queflion  whether 
officers  on  b^lf-p^y  had  not  b^j^  Tubje^t  to  martial  law,  . 

the  judges  were  confulted  and  divided  in  fbeir  leniiments. 
The  Earl  of  6ath  declared  his  opinion,  that  martial  law 
did  not  extend  to  reformed  officers ;  and  opened  all  the 
lluices  of  his  ancient  eloquence.  He  admitted  a  cafe 
>vhich  was  urged  of  feven  officers  on  half-pay,  who, 
^eing  taken  in  actual  rebellioii  at  Preflon,  in  the  year 
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Ijrj,  had  becn-cxccuted  on  the  fpot  by  martial  law,  in 
confcquence  of  the  King's  exprels  order.  He  candidly 
owned,  that  he  htmrelf  was  Tcci^tary  at  war  at  that 
period :  that  he  had  approved  of  this  order,  and  even 
tranfmitted  it  to  General  Carpenter,  who  commanded  at 
Prefton  ;  but  now  h's  opinion  was  entirely  changed.  He 
obfervcd,  that  when  the  forementioned  rebellion  firft  broke 
out,  the  Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  defiring 
his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  employ  atl  half-pay 
officers,  and  gratify  them  with  whole  pay ;  and,  indeed, 
all  fuch  officers  were  voted  on  whole  pay,  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  They  were  afterwards  apprifed  of  this  vote, 
by  an  advertifement  in  the  Gazette,  and  ordered  to  hold 
themfeWes  iri  readinefs  to  repair  to  fuch  places  as  fhould 
be'appointed  ;-  and  finally  commanded  to  repair  by  fuch  a 
day  to  thofe  places,  on  pain  of  being  (Iruck  off  the  half- 
pay  lift.  Thefe  precautions  would  have  been  unneceffary, 
had  they  been  deemed  fubjed  to  martial  law ;  and  the 
penalty  for  non-obedience  would  not  have  been  merely  <t 
privation  of  their  penfions,  but  they  would  have  fallen 
under  the  punlOitnent  of  death,  as  dcferters  from  the 
fcrvice.  His  lordlhip  diftinguiflicJ,  with  great  propriety 
and  preci&on,  between  a  ftep  which  had  been  precipi- 
tately taken  in  a  violent  crifis,  when  the  pubtick  was 
healed  with  apprehenfion  and  rcfentment,  and  a  folemn 
■  law  concerted  at  leifure,  during  the  moft  profound  cran- 
quillity.  Notwithftanding  the  fpirited  oppofition  of  this 
ftoblentan,  and  fome  attempts  to  infert  additional  daufes, 
the  bill  having  undergone  a  few  inconfiderabie  amend- 
ments,  paflcd  by  a  very  confiderable  majority. 

^  X.  Immediately  after  the  mutiny-bilt  had  pafled  ih<i 
Lower  Houlr,  another  fruitlefs  effort  was  made  by  the 
oppolition.  The  danger  of  a  ftanding  army,  on  whofe 
yrrtue  the  copAitution  of  Great>Britain  Teemed  to  depend, 
did  not  foil  to  alarm  the  minds  of  many  who  were  zealoufljr 
attached  to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  gave  birth 
to  a  fcheme,  which,  if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the 
Icgiflqttjre  to  eftablifh  a  militia  that  muft  have  anfTrered 

many 
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many  national  piirpofes,  ind  a£ltd  as  a  conftitutional  bul-     chap. 

"  wark  agaioft  the  excsfles  and  ambition  of  a  military  fland-  y  ,  !  ,_, 
ing  force,  under  the  immediate  influence  of  gbvernment,  ii^> 
Xhe  fchemc  which  patriotirm  conceived  was,  in  al!  proba- 
bility, adopted  by  party.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  limiting 
the  time  beyond  which  no  foldier,  or  non-commifltDned 
officer,  fhould  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  fervice. 
Had  this  limitation  taken  place,  fuch  a  rotation  of  foldiers 
would  have  enfued  among  the  common  people,  that  in  a 
few  years  every  peafant,  labourer,  and  inferior  tradefman 
in  the  kingdom  Would  have  underftood  the  exercife  of 
arms:  and  perhaps  the  people  in  general  would  have  con- 
cluded that  a  ftanding  army  was  altogether  unneceflary. 
A  proie£t  of  this  nature  could  not,  for  obvious  reafons,  be 
agreeable  to  the  adminiftration,  and  therefore  the  bill  was 
rendered  abortive;for,  after  having.been  twice  read,  it  was 
poftponed  from  time  to  time,  till  the  parliament  was  pro- 
fogucd,  and  never  appeared  in  the  fequej.  Such  were  the 
chief  fubjeSs  of  debate  between  the  miniflry  and  the  op- 
pofttion,  compofed,  as  we  have  already  obfcrved,  of  the 
Prince's  fervanta  and  the  remains  of  the  country  party, 
this  laft  being  headed  by  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  and  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood ;  the  former  a  noble- 
man of  diflinguiflied  abilities,  keen,  penetrating,  eloquent, 
and  fagacious ;  the  other  frank,   fpirited,  and  fenfiblc. 

§  XI.  It  mlift  be  owned,  however,  for  the  honour  of 
the  miniftry,  that,  if  they  carried  a  few  unpopular  mea- 
fures  with  a  high  hand,  they  feemed  earnellly  defirous  of 
making  amends  to  the  nation,  by  promoting  divers  regu- 
lations for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  commerce 
which  adually  took  place  in  the  cnfuing  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment. One  of  the  principal  obje^  of  this  nature  which 
/ell  under  their  cognizance,  was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of 
Guinea ;  a  very  important  branch  of  traffick,  whether 
conlidcred  as  a  market  for  Britifh  manufa^ures,  or  as  the 
Upmct  that  fupplied  the  Englifh  plantations  with  negroes. 
Xhis  was  originally  monopolifed  by  a  joint-ftock  com- 
pany, which  had  from  time  to  time  derived  conliderable 

'  rumi  from  the  legiflature,   for  enabling  them  the  better  to 
Q,  4  fupport 
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BO .0  K.  fupport  certain  forts  or  caltles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to 
^  '  f  facilitate  the  commerce  and  prote£t  the  merchants.  In  the 
17*8.  leque),  hqwever,  the  cxclufive  privilege  having  been 
judged  prejudicial  to  the  national  trade,  the  coaft  was  laid 
open  to  all  Britifh  fubje£ts  indifcriminately,  on  condition 
of  their  paying  a  certain  duty  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  forts  and  failoriea.  This  expedient  did  nqt 
.anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it  had  been  contrived. 
The  feparate  traders,  inftcad  of  receiving  any  benefit 
from  the  proteition  of  the  company,  induftrioufiy  avoided 
their  caftles,  as  the  receptacles  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion. 
The  cornpany,  whether  from  the  mifco.nduift  or  knavery 
of  their  dire<£tprs,  contracted  fuch  a  load  of  debts  as  their 
flock  was  unable  to  difcharge.  They  fecmed  to  negleft 
the  traffick,  and  allowed  the  caflles  to  decay.  In  a  word, 
their  credit  heing  exhaufled,  and  their  creditors  growing 
clamorous,  they  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, difclofmg  their  diltrefles,  and  imploring  fuch  alTift- 
ancc  as  fliould  enable  them  not  only  to  pay  their  debts,  but 
alfo  to  maintain  the  forts  in  a  defeniible  condition.  This 
petition,  recommended  to  the  Houfe  in  a  meffage  from  his 
Majelty,  was  corroborated  by  another  in  behalf  of  the 
company's  creditors.  Divers  merchants  of  London,  jii- 
terefted  in  the  trade  to  Africa  and  the  Britifli  plantations 
in  America,  petitioned  the  Houfe,  that  as  the  African  trade 
was  of  the  utmoi^  Importance  to  the  nation,  and  cuuld  not 
be  fuppcu'ted  withoiit  forts  and  fettlements,  fome  effeiflual 
means  fliould  be  fpeedily  taken  for  protecting  and  extend- 
ing this  valuable  branch  of  commerce.  A  fourth  was 
offered  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  reprefenting,  that 
the  fecurity  and  protection  of  the  trade  to  Africa  muf^ 
?ilways  principally  depend  upon  his  Majefly'sfhips  of  war 
being  properly  flaiioned  on  that  coaft,  and  feafonably 
relieved  ;  and  that  fuch  forts  and  fettlements  as  might  be 
judged  neceffary  for  marks  of  fovereigniy  and  polTeiTion 
vKOuld  prove  a  nuifance,  and  a  burthcnto  thetrade,  ihould 
they  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  joint-flock  company,  whofa 
private  intereft  always  had  been,  and  ever  woyid't;,  foi;:^d 
;  ■      ■  inqo;^*- 

'■'■ c;oogic 
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incompltible  with  the  iatereft  of  the  fcparate  and  open  chap. 
trader.  They,  therefore,  prayed  that  the  faid  forts  might  ,_  '_,_f 
either  be  taken  into  his  Majefty's  immediate  po&tSon,  174!. 
and  fupported  by  the  publick,  or  committed  to  the  mer- 
chants trading  on  that  coaft,  in  Aich  a  manner  as  the 
Houfe  ihould  judge  expedient,  without  veiling  in  them 
any  other  advantage,  or  right  to  the  commerce,  but  what 
ihould  be  common  to  all  his  Majedy's  fubjet^a.  This 
remonllrancc  was  fucceeded  by  another,  to  the  fame  efFei^, 
from  the  mailer,  wardens,  affiftants,  and  commonalty  of 
the  fociety  of  merchant  adventurers  within  the  city  of 
Briftol.  All  thefe  petitions  were  referred  to  a  committee 
appointed  to  deliberate  on  this  fubjeft;  who  agreed  to 
certain  refolutions,  implying,  That  the  trade  to  Africa 
fhould  be  free  and  open;  That  the  Brttifli  forts  and  fet- 
tlements  on  that  coafl  ought  to  be  maintained,  and  put 
under  proper  direction  ;  and.  That,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  African  trade  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  all  the  Britifti  fubjetEls  trading  to  Africa  fliould 
he  united  in  one  open  company,  without  any  joint-Aock, 
or  power  to  trade  as  a  corporation.  A  bill  was  imme- 
diately founded  on  thefe  refolutions,  which  alarmed  the 
company  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  had  recourfe  to  an- 
other petition,  demonllratlng  their  right  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  exprefling  their  reliance  on  the  juflice  of  th« 
Houfe,  that  they  fhould  not  be  deprived  of  their  property 
without  an  adequate  confideration.  In  a  few  days  a  fecond 
addrefs  was  offered  by  their  creditors,  complaining  of  the 
.company''s  mifmanagemcnt,  promifing  to  furrcnder  their 
right,  as  the  wifdom  of  parliament  fliould  prcfcribe; 
praying  that  their  debts  might  be  enquired  Into;  and  that 
the  equivalent  to  be  granted  for  the  company's  pa^eflions 
might  be  fecured  and  applied,  in  the  firJl  place,  for  their 
benefit.  The  Commons,  in  confcquencc  of  this  petition, 
prdered  the  company  to  produce  a  liH  of  their  debts,  to- 
gether with  3  copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
prances  which  their  creditors  had  prefented  to  them  before 
this  application  to  parliameott    A  committee  of  the  whole 


Houfe, 

CjooqIc       — 
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BOOK    Httuftf,   hitving  deliberated  on  thefe  papers  and  petitions, 

^___  ^ I  and  heard  the  company  by  their  counfel,   refolvcd  to  give 

174S.  them  a  reafonable  compenfation  for  their  charter,  lands, 
forts,  fettlemcnts,  (laves,  and  effects,  to  be,  in  the  iirft 
place,  applied  towards  the  payment  of  their  creditors.  A 
hi!i  being  formed  accordingly,  paffed  the  Commons,  and 
was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where  a  great  many 
objections  wdrc  ftarted  ;  and  for  the  prefent  it  was  drop- 
ped, until  a  more  unexceptionable  plan  fhould  be  con- 
certed. In  the  mean  time  their  lordfliips  addredcd  his 
Majefty,  That  the  lords  commilfioners  for  trade  and 
plantations  might  be  diredcd  to  prepare  a  fchcme  on  this 
fubjed,  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  parliament  at 
the  beginning  of  next  feffion  ;  That  inftant  orders  ffaould 
be  given  for  preferving  and  fccuring  the  forts  and  fcttlc- 
nients  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  belonging  toGreat-firitain; 
and,  That  proper  perfons  fbould  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  thofe  forts,  as  well  as  of  the  military 
flores,  flavcs,  and  veilcis  belonging  to  the  African  com- 
pany, fo  as  to  make  a  faithful  report  of  tbefe  particulars, 
with  all  poflible  expedition. 

§  XII.  The  miniftry  having  ptofefled  ati  inclination, 
3nd  indeed  (hown  a  difpofition,  to  promote  and  extend  the 
commerce  of  the  kingdom,  the  Commons  refolved  to  take 
fome  fleps  for  encouraging  the  white  fifhery  along  the 
northern  coafl  of  the  illand,  which  is  an  inexhaullible 
fource  of  wealth  to  our  induSrious  neighbours  the  Dutch, 
who  employ  annually  a  great  number  of  hands  and  veiTdi 
in  this  branch  of  commerce.  The  fenfible  part  of  the 
Briti&  people,  reflefling  on  this  fubjedl,  plainly  forefaw 
that  a  iifliery  under  due  regulations,  undertaken  with  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  the  legiflature,  would 
not  only  prove  a  fund  of  national  riches,  and  a  nurfery 
of  feamen ;  but  likewife,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent 
any  future  infurre£tions  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by 
diffufing  a  fpirit  of  induftry  among  the  natives  of  that 
country,  who,  finding  it  in  their  power  to  become  inde- 
pendent, on  the  fruits  of  their  own  laboor,  would  foon 
infranchile 
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infi'anchirc  rliemfelvcs   from  that  flavifii  attachment  by    chap. 
which   they  had  beep  fo  long  conneaed  with  iheir  land-  *• 

lorrfs  and  chieftains.  Accordingly,  a  committee  was  ap-  , 'j  ~' 
pointed  to  deliberate  on  the  Jlate  of  the  Britifti  fiflicry  ; 
and  upon  iheir  report  a  bill  was  founded  for  encouraging 
the  whale  fifhery  on  the  coaft  of  Spitfbergcn,  by  a  bounty 
of  forty  (hillings  per  ton  for  every  fliip  etjuipped  for  that 
undertaking.  The  bill  having  made  its  way  through  both 
Houfes,  and  obtained  tlje  royal  aflent,  the  merchants  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  North- 
Britain,  began  to  build  and  fit  out  fhips  of  great  burthen, 
and  peculiar  ftruaurc,  for  the  purpofes  of  that  fiibery,  ^ 
which  ever  fince  hath  been  carried  on  with  equal  vigour 
and  fuccefs.  DiverS  merchants  and  traders  of  London 
having  prefented  to  th&  Houfe  of  Commons  a  petition, 
reprefenting  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the  com- 
munity from  a  herring  and, cod  fifherir,  eftabliflied  on 
proper  principles,  and  carried  on  with  ikiJl  and  integrity, 
this  remonftrance  was  referred  to  a  committee,  upon 
whofe  refolutions  a  bill  was  formed  ;  but,  before  this  could 
be  difcufled  In  the  Houfe,  the  parliament  was  prorogued, 
and  of  confequence  this  meafure  proved  abortive, 

§  XIII,  The  next  regulation  propofed  in  favour  of 
trade,  was  that  of  laying  open  the  commerce  of  Hudfon's- 
Bay,  in  the  mo fl  northern  parts  of  America,  where  a  fmatl 
monopoly  maintained  a  few  forts  and  fetclements,  and 
proftcuted  a  very  advantageous  fur-trade  with  the 
Indians  of  that  continent.  It  was  fuggefted,  that  the 
company  had  long  ago  enriched  themfelves  by  their  exclu- 
five  privilege;  that  they  employed  no  more  than  four 
annual  fhips ;  that,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  injunction  in 
■  their  chatter,  they  difcouraged  all  attempts  todifcovcra 
north-weft  pafTage  to  the  £aft-Indies;  that  they  dealt 
cruelly  and  perfidioufty  with  the  poor  Indians,  who  never 
traded  *ith  them,  except  when  compelled  by  neceOity,  fo 
that  the  bell  part  of  the  fur-trade  had  devolved  to  the  ene- 
mies of  Great-Britain:  and  that  their  exclufive  patent 
iellri£ted  to  yeiy  narroW  limits  a  branch  of  commerce, 

which 
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which  might  be  cultivated  to  a  prodigious  extent,  at  well 
f  as  to  the  infinite  advantage  of  Grcat-Siitain.  Petition)} 
that  the  trade  of  Hudfon's-Bay  might  be  laid  open,  were 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  merchants  of  London,  Great 
Yarmouth,  and  Wolverhampton  ;  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  deliberate  upon, this  fubjeft.  On  the  othn 
hand,  the  company  exerted  themfdves  in  petitions  and 
private  applications  fortheirownprefervation.  The  com- 
mittee examined  many  papers  and  records;  and  the  report 
was  taken  into  confideration  by  the  whole  Houfe.  Many 
evidences  were  interrogated,  and  elaborate  fpeeches  made, 
on  both  fides  of  the  quellion.  At  length  the  majority 
feemed  fatisfied  that  the  traffick  on  tbecoaftof  Hudfon'sr 
Bay  could  not  be  prefervcd  without  forts  and  fettlementi, 
which  muftbe  maintained  either  by  an  exclu fire  company, 
or  at  the  publick  expenfe;  and,  as  this  was  not  judged  a 
proper  junfture  to  encumber  the  nation  with  any  charge 
of  that  kind,  the  defign  of  diflblving  the  company  was  laid 
afide  till  a  moie  favourable  opportunity. 

§  XIV.  The  government  had,  during  the  war,  found 
great  difficulty  in  preffing  men  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  navy— 
a  practice,  which,  however  fanftioned  by  necelBty,  is 
nevenhdefs  a  flagrant  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  the 
fubje£l,  and  a  violent  outrage  againft  the  conflitution  of 
Great- Britain.  The  miniilry,  therefore,  had  em^oyed 
(bme  of  their  agents  to  form  a  fcheme  for  retaining  in 
time  of  peace,  by  means  of  a  certain  allowance,  a  number 
of  feamen,  whofbould  be  regiflered  forthe  purpofe,  and 
be  ready  to  man  a  fquadron  upon  any  emergency.  Such 
a  plan,  properly  regulated,  would  have  been  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  commerce,  which  is  always  diftrelTed  by  the 
practice  of  prel13ng  fcamcnj  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
great  fecurity  to  the  kingdom  in  dangerous  conjuniSures, 
when  it  may  be  necelTary  to  equip  an  armament  at  a  mi- 
nute's warning.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  being  moved 
upon  this  fubje^t,  agreed  to  divers  refolutions,  as  a  founda- 
tion for  the  bill ;  but  the  members  in  the  oppofition  affed- 
ing  to  reprefenC  this  meafure  in  an  odious  ll^ht,  as  ai) 
imitatioif 
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imitation  of  thft  Frwich  method  of  legiftering  feamea  ghap. 
without  their  own  confent,  Mr.  Pelhaoi  dropped  it,  aa  an  i_  '.  f 
unpopular  projed.  i74** 

\  XV.  Information  having  been  received,  that  the 
French  intended  to  fettle  the  neutral  iJlandi  of  St.  Lucia, 
DfMntnica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
the  nation  bad  taken  the  alarm  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year;  and  a  motion  was  made  in  the  HouTe  of  Commons 
to  addreis  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  directions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  the 
inftrufiibna  given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadocs  iat  ten 
years  laft  paft,  fo  far  as  they  related  to  thefe  neutral 
iflands:  but  whether  the  minifl^r  was  confclous  of  si 
negleA '  in  this  particular,  or  thought  fuch  enquiries' 
tr«nched  upon  the  prerogative,  be  oppofed  the  motion  with! 
all  his  might;  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  previous quef- 
tion  pafled  in  the  negative.  This  was  alfo  the  fate  of 
another  nwtion  made  by  the  Earl  of  £ — t  for  an  addrels, 
entreating  his  Majefty  would  fubmit  to  the  infpeSion  of 
the  Houfe  all  the  propofals  of  peace  that  had  been  made 
by  the  French  King  Ance  the  year  which  pivceded  die 
tail  rebellion,  to  that  in  which  the  definitive  treaty  was 
concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  This  they  propofed  as  a 
previous  Hep  to  the  parliament's  forming  any  opinion  con- 
cerning the  utility  or  necelSty  of  the  peace  which  had  been 
eftabliihed.  Violent  debates  enfued,  in  which  the  oppo- 
firioH  was  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  as  out-numbered  in 
votes.  Such  were  the  material  tranfafiiona  of  this  feffion, 
which  in  the  month  of  June  was  clofed  as  ufual  with  a  ' 

fpeech  from  the  throne ;  in  which  his  Majefty  figsified 
his  hope,  that  the  parliament,  at  their  next  meeting, 
wou  Id  be  able  to  perfedl  what  they  had  now  begun  for 
advaacing  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  He 
likewife  exprelTed  hi^  fatiafaflion  at  feeing  publick  credit 
jlourifti  at  theendof  an  expenfive  war ;  and  recommended 
unanimity,  as  the  fureft  bulwark  of  national  fecurity. 

§.  XVI.  While  the  miniftry,  on  fome  occafions,  ex- 

hibiKd  all  the  external  figiu  of  moderation  and  good 

humour  } 
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tiiMMnr ;  tiwjy  on  otketv,  mMiiftfted  k  Ipirit  of  jeahafy 

,  and  refefltmcat,  which  fecms  lO  iam  boen  cfailcHAi  aitil 
illiberal.     Two  or  three  young  riotous  ftinlcntt:at.Oxfafdj4 

.  triined  up  in  pfqudicct  and  hoitod  .with  intextspetamef 
vttaei  feme  exprefiiom  over  tbcir  «u|ig,  implying  ttKit 
stuchencnt  k>  the  family  of  the  Pretender.  Tiie  lepmt 
of  this  tndHcrction  was  indwftfiDttll]'  dreuUted  by  ocrtain 
Wflrthl«fs  itidividusis,  who,  having  no  reliinte  on  their 
own  intriRfick  merit,  hoped  to  diftingQifli  themiclves  aHhe 
toolsof  party,  and  to  obtain  favour  wJth  the  miniflty  hy 
t&iag  as  voittDticrs  in  the  jniomoot  prafitceof  informt- 
lion.  Thoagh  neither  the  age,  rank,  nor  connexiMt 
of  the  delinqoonts  were  Atch  as  ought  to  hate  attraAsd 
the  notice  of  the  puhlick,  the  vice-diancalkir,  heads  of 
houfes,  and  proAors  of  the  univerfity,  knowing  the  in- 
vidious ferutiny  to  which  their  conditft  was  fubjetSed, 
thottght  proper  to  publifti  a  declaration,  ri»Tiifnng  thetr 
aMMN-renoc  of.  all&ditiois  pradtioes,  Hwir  determiMd  re- 
bJutton  ta  punMi-  all  ofibnden  w  the  ufmoft  fevtnty  and 
rigowr  of  thetfaMfiet;  and  cdficaining  pcrempttffy  ordet^ 
fat  tlie  n^acrnn  of  the  univerfity.  Notw1*hftan*ng 
tttefe  wife  aftd  6iutfrry  |wecaiJlions,  ttittfereeibdys,  who,- 
in  rhe  heatof  their  intDXic^tion,  had  drohk  the  Prettod-. 
er's  health,  wvra  itihm  Into  cuitoJy  by  a  laellengeT  of 
ftMc  i  and  two  of  them  being  trycd  irt  (he  court  df  King's- 
Bench,  and  found  guilty,  wcK  fentcnced  to  walkthrough 
the  coDtta  of  Weftminfter,  with  a  f^Mcation  <tf  their 
crime  Sxcd  to  their  forebcsKJE;  to  pa^^fiflcdf  Jive  noblea 
each  i  t6  be  Jmprtfonod  for  two  years,  and  ^d  fecurity 
ibr  tbeif  good  bebxriour  for  the  term  of  fevien  years  after 
their  enlargement.  Many  people  thought  they  faw  the 
proceedings  of  the  ^»<chanibcr  revived  in  the  fe^nty  of 
this  pnnifiiinent.  The  adminiftration,  not  yet  latiriied 
wfth  the  vei^ance  wWrch  had  been  taken  oh  thefe  three 
ftriplings,  feemed  deCermfited  to  ftigindtize  the  uhiverfily 
to  which  they  belonged.  The  cry  of  Jacobitifin  i»as 
loudly  tntmpeted  againfl  the  whtolc  community:  The 
addrefs  of  the  univerfit^,  ccv^at^tatiflg  his  Ma^ettf  on 
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the  eftablUkawat  of  the  peace,  waa  lejeSed  with  diIU«Hi( 
and  an  attsmpt  was  made  to  AibjeA  tbcii  &dMct  to  dK  . 

laCpeQion  of  the  King's  council;  but  this  rule,  being 
argu(;d  in  (he  court  of  King's- Beach,  was  diftniflcil,  in 
coalequencB  of  the  opinions  givea  by  the  judges.  Finally, 
the  fame  tribunal  granted  an  infonnation  againft  DJr. 
Purnel,  the  vice-chancellor,  for  his  behaviour  in  the  cafe 
of  the  rioters  above-mentioned:  hut  this  was  couatcr- 
tnanded  in  the  fCquel,  'his  eondafb  appearing  uuexcepdon- 
able  upon  a  more  cool  and  impartial  enquiry. 

$  XVII.  In  proportK>n  ai  Oxford  dedined,  her  fiflw 
univerfity  rofe  in  the  favour  oftfae  tdtniniflration,  which 
ffie  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  ektiaordinaiy  maifc  ct 
compliance  and  attachment.  The  dignity  of  Chancdlor 
of  the  univerfity  being  vacatfcd  by  the  death  of  the  Dube 
of  Somerfet,  the  nation  in  general  feemed  to  riiink  it 
would  naturally  devolve  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  a>  a 
compliment  at  all  times  due  to  that  rank  j  but  moK  e%»- 
cially  to  the  then  heir  app»«nt)  who  bRd  tUilitcntl^ 
diftinguifhed  hifflfeir  by  the  virtues  cif  a  pfttriot  and  a 
prince.  He  Had  even  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hi^  «f 
receiving  this  mark  of  attachment'  from  a  fetniAarf  (oT 
which  he  entertained  a  pirticnlar  regard.  But  the  rtiKi^ 
members,  feeing  no  immediate  profpefi  ef  advantage  in 
glorifying  even  a  prince,  who  was  at  variamie  with  the 
minillry,  wifely  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  itlUftrioHS  d«- 
raderof  theDulceof  Newcaftle,  whom  t))ey«leaed  witbow 
oppolition,  and  tnftalled  with  great mignificetice ;  l«»«ing^ 
poetry,and  eloquence,  joining  their  efforts  in  celebrating  the 
fliining  virtues  and  extraordinary  talt^nts of  tbeiruewpatrcm. 

■  §  XVIII.  Although  oppofition  lay  gafping  at  the  fiwt 
of  power  in  the  Houfe  of  Commorls,  the  people  of 
England  did  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the  meifor*B  of 
the  adminlftration ;  and  the  dregs  of  fa6)iofl,  ftill  agi- 
tated by  an  internal  ferment,  threw  up  fomc  ine9e<EluaI 
bubbles  in  different  parts  6f  the  kingdom.  Soilit  of  thofe 
who  made  no  fccret  of  their  difaffedlion  to  the  reigning 
£unily  determined  to  manifeft  their  refentnicitt  and  con- 
tempt 
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BOOK  tempt  of  certain  noblemen,  and  others,  who  were  faid  t6 
y  ' ^_^  have  abandoned  their  ancient  principles,  and  to  have  lacri* 
1748.  iiced  their  conlciences  to  their  intcreft.  Many  individuals, 
ajiimated  by  the  fumes  of  inebriation,  now  loudly  extolled 
that  caufe  which  they  durll  not  avow  when  it  required 
their  open  approbation  and  affiftance;  and,  though  they 
induftrioufly  avoided  expofing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
the  chance  of  war  in  promoting  their  favourite  intereft 
^hen  therp  was  a  poffibility  of  fuccefs,  they  betrayed  no 
apprehenfion  in  celebrating  the  memory  of  its  laft  effort, 
amidft  the  tumult  of  a  riot,  and  the  clamours  of  intem- 
perance. In  the  neighbourhood  of  LichReld  the  fportf- 
men  of  the  party  appeared  in  the  Highland  talle  of  va- 
riegated drapery;  and  their  zeal  defcending  to  a  very  ex- 
traordinary exhibition  of  pradical  ridicule,  they  hunted, 
with  hounds  clothed  in  plaid,  a  fox  drefled  in  a  red  uni- 
form. £ven  the  females  at  their  aHembly,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen at  the  races,  affedled  to  wear  the  checquered  Huff 
by  which  the  Prince  Pretender  and  his  followers  had  been 
diftinguiOied,  Divers  noblemen  on  the  courfe  were  in- 
fulted  as  apoftates ;  and  one  perfonage,  of  high  rank,  is 
laid  to  have  undergone  a  very  difagreeable  dagelUtion. 

^  XIX.  As  the  publicic  generally  fuffers  at  the  end  of  a 
war,  by  the  fudden  difmiflion  of  a  great  number  of  foldiers 
and  feamen,  who,  faaving  contra<Eied  a  habit  of  idlenefs, 
and  finding  tbemfelvcs  without  employment  and  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,  engage  in  defperate  courfes,  and  prey  upon 
the  community,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an 
opening,  through  which  thefe  unquiet  fpirits  might  ex- 
hale without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The  moft 
natural  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  become  members 
of  a  new  colony  in  North  America,  which,  by  being  pro- 
perly regulated,  fupported,  and  improved,  might  be  the 
fource  of  great  advantage  to  its  mother  country.  Many 
difputes  had  arifen  between  the  fubje^ts  of  England  and 
France,  concerning  the  limits  of  Nova-Scotia,  which  no 
treaty  had  as  yet  properly  afcertained,  A  fort  had  been 
railed,  and  a  fii»ll  gairifon  maintained,  by  the  King  of 
Great- 
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Gfeat-Britain,  at'  a  pan  of  thia  very  country,  called' 
Annapolis-Royal,  to  overawe  the  French  neutrals  fettled  , 
in'  the  neighbourhood  :  but  this  did  not  anrwer  the  pur- 
()ofc  for  which  it  *a»  intended.  Upon  every  rupture  of' 
difpute  between  the  two  Crowns,  thefe  planters,  forgetting 
their  neutrality,  intrigued  with  the  Indians,  communi-' 
cated  intelligence  to  their  own  countrymen  fettled  at  St.' 
John's  and  Cape-Breton,  and  did  ail  the  ill-ofEccs  theii- 
llatreil  could  fuggeft  againlt  tlie  colonies  and  fut^e^s  of 
Great- Britain.  A  fcheme  was  now  formed  for  making  a 
new  eliabli(hnt«iit  on  the  fame  pcnihful^,  which  (hould 
further  confirm  and  extend  the  property  and  dominion  of 
the  crown  of  Ureat-Britain  in  that  large  traiEl  of  country, 
clear  the  uncultivated  grounds,  conflituie  communities, 
diffufc  the  benefits  of  population  and  agriculture,  >  and  im- 
prove the  fiflicry  of  that  coalV,  which  might  be  rendered  a 
iiew  fource  of  wealth  and  commerce  to  Old  England.  The 
particulars  of  the  plan  being  duely  confidered,  it  was  laid 
before  his  Majefty,  who  approved  of  the  defignj  and  re- 
ferred the  execution  of  it  to  the  board  of  trade  and  plan- 
tationsj  over  which  the  Earl  of  Hallifax  prefided.  This 
lioblemahj  endued  by  nature  with  an  excellent  capacityj 
trhich  had  been  diligently  and  judicioufly  cultivated,  ani- 
mued  with  liberal  fentiments,  and  lired  with  an  eager 
fpiritof  patriotifm,,  adopted  the  p\ia  with  the  moft  gene- 
rous ardour,  and  cberiflicd  the  infant  colony  with  paternal 
affcAion.  Thei  commiflioncrs  for  trade  and  plantations  , 
.immediately  ad vcrti fed j  under  thefani^ian  of  hisMajcfty's 
authorityi  That  proper  encouragement  would  be  given  to 
fuch  df  the  officers  and  private  men,  lately  difmified  front 
the  land  and  fea>icrvice,  as  were  willing  to  fettle,  with 
or  withou  t  &miltcsj  in  the  province  of  Nova-ScoEJa ; 
That  the  fec-lioiple,  or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty  acres 
6f  land  fliould  be  granted  to  erery  private  foldier  or  fea- 
maa*  free  from  the  payment  of  any  quit- rents  or  taxes,  for 
the  term  oftrin  jeara  ;  it  (he  expiration  of  which  no  per- 
Ion  ibould  pay  more  than  one  (billing  per  annum  for  every 
fifty  acres  (d  granted  i  That,  over  and  above  thefe  fifty,' 
.   Vol.  ill.  R  each 
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"Op*  *<th  perfea  fliould  receive  a  grwM  of  ten  aena  for  every 
fc,-  ,l^j  individual,  indiiding  women  and  chiUren,  of  which  hia 
174I.  family  fliouId  confift :  That  further  grants  ihould  be  tsade 
tb  them  as  the  number  fliould  increafe,  and  in  proportion  a» 
they  flioutd  manifeft  their  abilities  in  agricultuK :  That 
every  officer,  under  the  rank  of  enfign  in  the  land  fcnrtcef 
or  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  fhould  be  gratified  with  ibur- 
-  fcore  acres  on  the  fame  conditions :  That  two  hundred 
acres  fltould  be  beftowed  upon  enfigns,  three  hundred 
*pon  lientenantG,  four  hundred  upon  captains,  and  fix 
hundred  on  every  officer  above  that  idegree,  with  propor- 
tbnable  confiderations  for  the  number  and  increafc  t4 
every  family :  That  the  lands  fliould  be  parcelled  out  at 
(oon  as  poffible  after  the  arrival  of  the  colonifts,  and  a 
civil  government  eftabliOied ;  by  virtue  of  which  tbey 
fliould  enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifli  fub- 
jefts,  with  prober  fecurity  and  protctSion  r  That  the 
&ttlers,  with  tluir  families,  fliould  be  conveyed  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve  months  after  their 
'arrival  at  the  eapenfe  of  the  government ;  whkh  Ikould 
alfo  fupply  them  with  anna  and  ansmunitios,  as  fat  as 
fhould  be  judged  neceflary  for  their  dcfcnfe,  with  ftopu 
materials  and  ucenlils  for  clearing  and  cultivating  tbtif 
hnds,  erecting  habitations,  exercifing  the  £{hery,  andfucb 
ether  purpofes  as  fliould  be  judged  ncceflary  fM  tbeii  fup* 
port. 

§  XX.  The  fcheme  was  lb  feafible,  and  the  enceuragt- 
ment  fo  inviting,  that  in  a  little  time  about  four  thouftnd 
adventurers,  with  their  families,  were  entered,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  board  of  trade,  who  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May  fet  fail  from  England,  uwlcr  the  command 
of  Colonel  CornwzlUs,  whom  Ac  King  had  appoiated 
their  governor,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  June  aniveJ 
at  the  place  of  their  deftination,  which  was  the  harbour  tf 
Cbebu^ou,  on  the  Uta-coall  of  the  peninfuls*  aboivt  mid- 
way between  Cape  Can^ean  and  Cape  liable.  It  is  om 
of  the  moft  fecurc  and  commodious  havens  in  the  whole 
world,  and  well  fituatcd  for  the  fifhei^ :  yet  the  climau  il 
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CoU,  the  foil  barren,  and  the  whole  country  covered  with  CH  AP. 
woods  of  birch,  fir,  pine,  and  fome  oak^  unfit  for  the  •^,-'  j 
purpofes  of  timber  J  but  at  (he  fame  time  extremely  di^-  174^ 
cult  to  remove  and  extirpate,'  Governour  Cornwallis  no 
fooner  arrived  in  this  harbour  than  he  was  joined  by  two 
regiments  of  infantry  from  Cape-Breton,  and  a  company 
of  rangers  from  Annapolis.  Then  hepitched  upon  a  fpol 
for  the  fettlement,  and  employed  his  people  in  clearing 
.the  ground  for  laying  the  foundations  of  a  town  1  but 
fome  incohveniencies  being  difcovered  in  this  fituation, 
be  chofe  another  to  the  northward,  hard  by  the  harbour, 
on  an  eafy  afccnt,  commanding  a  profpedl  of  the  whole 
petJinfula,  and  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefh  and 
wholefome  water.  Here  he  began  to  build  a  town,  on  a 
regular  plan,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Hallifax,  in 
honour  of  the  nobleman  who, had  the  greateft  fhare  ia 
founding  the  colony  J  and  before  the  approach  of  win- 
ter above  three  hundred  comfortable  wooden  houfes 
were  builr,  the  whole  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  pallifade. 
This  colony;  however,  has  by  no  means  anfwered  the 
fanguine  expeflations  of  ihe  projeflorsj  for,  notwJth- 
ftandin"  the  ardour  with  which  the  interells  of  it  were 
promoted  by  its  noble  patron,  jnd  the  repeated  indul- 
gence it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty  of  the  Icgillature,  the 
inhabitants  have  tliade  little  or  no  progrefs  in  agricul- 
ture ;  the  fifliery  is  altogether  neglefled,  and  the  fettle- 
ment entirely  fubfifts  on  the  furos  expended  by  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  army  and  navy,  whofe  duty  obliges  them 
to  refide  in  this  part  of  North -America. 

§  XXr.  The  eftabhfhment  of  fuch  a  powerful  colony 
in  Nova-Scotia  could  not  fail  giving  umbrage  to  the 
French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who,  though  they  did 
not  think  proper  to  promulgate  their  jealoufy  and  difguft, 
neverthelefs  employed  their  emiffaries  clandeftinely  in  fli- 
mulating  and  exciting  the  Indians  to  harrafs  the  colonills 
with  hoftilities,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ftiould  cffeflually 
hinder  them  from  extending  their  plantations,  and  per- 
haps induce  them  to  abandon  the  fecclcmcnt.  Nor  was 
R  2  this 
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BOOK    thisthconly  part  of  America  in  which  the  French  courC 
•     .  countenanced  fuch  perfidious  prafliccs.     More  than  ever 
1748.        convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  confiderable  navy,  anil 
an  extenfive  plantaiion  trade,  they  not  only  exerted  un- 
common induttry  in   re-ellabiifhiiig  their  marine,  which 
had  fufFered  fo  feverely  during  the  war  j  but  they  refolvcd, 
if  polEble,    to  extend  their  plantations  in  the  Weft-in- 
dies,  by   fettling  the   neutral   illands,    which    we  have 
already  mentioned.      In   the    beginning   of  the    yeaf  tbe 
•  govcrnour  of  Barbadoes,  having  received  intelligence  that 

the  French  had  begun  to  fettle  the  Jiland  of  Tobago, 
fent  Captain  Tyrrel  thither  in  a  frigate,  to  learn  the 
particulars.  That  officer  found  above  three  hundred  men  « 
already  landed,  fecured  by  two  batteries  and  two  fliips  of 
War,  and  in  daily  expeflation  of  a  further  re-cnforcemcnt 
from  the  Marquis  de  Caylus,  governor  of  Martinique  j 
who  had  publiflied  an  ordannance^  authorifing  the  fub- 
jefls  of  the  French  King  to  fettle  the  iHand  of  Tobago, 
and  promifing  to  defend  them  from  the  attempts  of  all 
their  enemies.  This  affurance  was  in  anfwer  to  a  procla- 
mation ifliied  by  Mr.  Grenville,  governour  of  Barbadoes, 
and  ftuck  up  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  command- 
ing all  the  inhabitants  to  remove  in  thirty  days,  on  pain 
of  undergoing  military  execution.  Captain  Tyrrel,  with 
a  fpirit  iKat  became  a  commander  in  the  Britilh  navy, 
gave  the  French  officers  to  underfland,  that  his  Moff 
Chriftian'Majcfty  had  no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  which 
*as  declared  neutral  by  treaties;  and  that,  if  they  would 
not  defiit,  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving 
them  from  their  new  fdttlement.  Night  coming  on, 
and  Mr.  Tyrrel's  fliip  falling  to  leefrard,  tbe  French 
captains  feifed  that  opportunity  of  failing  to  Martinique;' 
and  next  day  the  Engtifti  commander  returned  to  Barba- 
does, having  no  power  to  commit  hoftiliiies.  Thefi* 
tidings,  with  a  copy  of  the  French  governor's  ordon- 
nance,  were  no  fo6ner  tranfmiited  lo  tlje  miniftry  than 
they  defpatched  a  courier  to  the  Englifh  envoy  at  Paris, 
With  dire^ions  to  make  reprefentations  to  the  cdtirt  of 
VcrfaUIes 
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Vcrfailles  on  this  fubjea.  The  mioiftTr  of  France,  chap. 
knowing  they  were  in  no  condition  to  fupport  the  con-  ^  _  1  ^ 
iequences  of  an  immctliatc  rupture,  and  un<]erAanding  1749- 
faew  much  the  merchants  and  people  of  Great-Bxiiaia 
were  alarmed  and  incenfed  at  their  attempts  to  polTeff 
thefe  illands,  iliought  proper  to  difown  the  proceeding! 
of  the  Marquis  de  CayluS,  and  to  grant  the  faciefadion 
that  was  demanded,  bj  fending  bim  orders  to  difcontinue 
the  fettlemenc,  and  evacuate  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  AC 
the  fame  time,  however,  that  the  court  of  Verfailles 
tnade  this  facrifice  for  the  fatlsfai^ion  of  England,  th^ 
Marquis  de  Puyfietix,  the  French  miniAer,  obferved  to 
the  EngliQ)  refident,  that  France  was  undoubtedly  in 
poOeflion  of  that  ifland  towards  the  middle  of  the  laft 
century.  He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that  al- 
though Louis  XIV.  made  a  conqueft  of  this  ifland  froqi 
the  Hollanders,*  during  his  war  with  that  republick,  it  was 
fefiored  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen  ;  and  iince 
that  time  France  could -not  have  the  lead  fhadow  of  » 
claim  to  number  it  among  her  fettlements.  It  was  be*- 
fore  this  anfwer  could  be  obtained  from  the  court  of 
Vcrfaitles  that  the  motion,  of  which  we  have  already  , 
.taken  notice,  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  rei> 
hting  to  the  fubjeA  of  the  neutral  iflands ;  a  motion  difi- 
couraged  by_  the  court,   and  defeated  by  the  majority. 

§  XXII.  The  peace  of  Aix-Ia-Chapeile  was  celebrated 
fcy  fire-wrorks,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings,  in  which 
the  Englilb,  French,  and  Dutch  teemed  to  difplay  2 
fpirit  of  emulation,  in  point  of  talte  and  magnificence  j 
and,  in  ail  probability,  thefe  three  powers  were  fincerely 
pleafed  at  the  ceJTation  of  the  war.  England  enjoyed  9 
rcfpite  from  intolerable  fupplies,  exorbitant  Infuunce, 
«nd  interrupted  commerce :  Holland  was  delivered  from 
the  brink  of  a  French  invafion ;  and  Fnlnce  had  obtained 
a  breathing  time  for  re'eftablilhing  her  naval  power,  for 
exerting  that  fpirit  of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  which  Ihe  hatb  ' 
often  embroiled  her  neighbours,  and  for  executing  plans 
qf  infenfible  cacioachmeot,  which  might  prove  more  ad.r ' 
^  R  3  vantageoug 
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BOOK     vantageous  than  the  pVogrefs  of  open  hoAil4t)es,     In  ihe 

^  '  ,  affair  of  Tobago  the  French  King  had  mariifefted  hit 
(748,  inclination  to  avoid  immediate  difpntes  wiih  England; 
and  had  exhibited  another  proof  of  the  fame  difporitirai 
in  his  bthaviotir  to  the  Prince- Pretender,  who  had  excited 
fuch  a  dangerous  rebellion  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 
§  XXIII.  Among  thofc  princes  and  powers  who  ex- 
cepted againft  different  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  forefccing  that 
none  of  the  plenipotentiaries  would  receive  his  proteft, 
employed  his  agents  to  fix  it  up  in  the  publick  places  of 
Aix-Ia-Chapelle ;  a  precaution  of  very  little  fervicc  to 
his  caufe,  which  all  the  ftates  of  Chriffendom  Teemed 
how  to  have  abandoned.  So  little  was  the  intereft  of 
liis  iainily  confidered  in  this  negociation,  that  the  con" 
traiSing  powers  ^reed,  without  referve,  to  a  literal  in- 
fertion  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  quadruple  aHiancej  by 
which  it  was  ftipulatcd,  that  neither  the  Pretender  nor 
«ny.  of  his  defcendents  fhould  be  allowed  to  reflde'  w4thiR 
the  territories  belonging  to  any  of  the  fubfcribing  parties. 
At  the  feme  time  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  promifed 
to  thofe  of  Great-Britain,  that  Prince  Charlei-Edward 
fiioutd  be  immediately  obliged  to  quh  the  dominions  of 
hij  Mod  Chriftian  Majefly.  Notice  of  this  agreement 
was  accordingly  given  by  the  court  of  Vcrfailles  to  the 
young  adventurer;  and  as  he  had  declared,  he  would  ne- 
ver return,  to  Italy,  M«nf.  de  Courteille,  the  French 
«nvDy  to  the  cantoQS  of  Switzerland,  wasdirei^ed  by  his 
fovcreign  to  demand  an  afyltim  for  Prince  Edward  in  the 
city  of  Fribourg.  The  regency  having  complied  in  this 
particular  with  the  earneft  requeft  of  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  Mr.  Bumaby,  the  Britifh  minifler  to  tbeHel- 
Veticfe  Body,  took  the  alarm,  and  prefented  the  magrftracy 
Vf  Fribourg  with  a  remonflrance,  couched  in  fuch  terms 
as  gave  offenfe  to  that  regency,  and  drew  upon  him  a 
-fevere  anfwer.  In  vain  had  the  French  King  exerted  his 
infliKnce  in  procuring  this  retreat  for  the  young  Preten- 
dw,  who,  being  prdlcd  with  repcatedmcffagcs  to  with- 
draw. 
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drav*  periified  ia  refufing  to  quit  the  place*  to  which  ttf    P  ^  A  p. 
lud  been  fb  cordially  invited  by  his  coulin  the  King  of  y_  f 

France  I  and  where  be  faid  that  monarch  had  folemnljr  174^ 
promifcd,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that  he  would  ofvcr 
forfakc  him  in  his  diArefs,  nor  abaiuJon  the  iiKcr«fts«f 
Jiis  family.  X^uis  was  nttf  a  little  perplexed  at  this  ob- 
ilioacy  of  Prince  Edward,  which  was  the  more  vcxaiioua, 
as  that  youth  appeared  to  be  the  darling  of  the  Parifianss 
who  not  only  admired  him  for  hit  own  aocomplifbrneoti^ 
■and  pitied  htm  for  his  fufieringi,  but  alfo  revered  him,  as  a 
young  hero  lineally  defcended  from  their  renowned  Henry 
the  Fourth.  At  length,  the  two  Englifli  noblemen  ar- 
riving at  Paris,  as  hoftages  foi  the  performance  of  th<C 
treaty,  and  feeing  him  appear  at  all  puUick  places  of 
divcr£oo,  complained  of  this  circuoiftance,  as  an  infulf 
to  their  Sovereign,  and  an  infringement  of  the  treaty 
lb  lately  concluded.  The  French  King,  after  fiunp 
befitation  between  punftilio  and  convenience,  refcJved  to 
employ  violence  upon  the  perfon  of  this  troublefonw 
ftranger,  (ince  miliier  remonftrancoi  bad  not  been  aUc 
to  influence  hii  conduA:  but  this  refolutton  wag. not 
taken  till  the  return  of  a  courier  whom  he  defpatchql  tp 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ;  who,  being  tbusuiform^ 
-of  his  fcni'a  deportment,  wrote  4  letter  fo  him,  laj'ing 
flrang  injun^ons  upon  him,  to  ytdd  to  tt^i  iiM(^&if 
of  the  times,  and  ac^uietcc  with  a  jjood  gra^  in  tl^ 
flipulations  which  his  coufio  of  France  bad  ionsti  jc 
aeceflary  to  fubfcribe,  for  the  intenfi  of  his  realm.  Ed- 
ward, far  from  complying  with  this  advice  ftnd  injjindjon, 
fignified  his  refolution  to  remala  in  Faria;  and  «v4n  dc- 
claredj  that  he  would  ipifto)  anjr  man  who  ihotild  .pecfiune 
to  Uy  violent  bands  on  his  perbn.  In  oon^WUKIs 
of  thia  bold  declaration,  m  ftitrBmi'Maty  council  ww 
held  at  Verlaillc*,  when  it  was  detsriaincd  to  Hr«ft  biqi 
without  further  delay,  ai^d  the  whole  plan  of  ihia  entof- 
prifewas  finally  adjufled.  That  fame  evening,  thePjrinw 
entering  the  narrow  lane ihat  loads  -to  tiie. Opera,  tho 
battier  yfs  iBuofdiatdy  Sittt>aod  the  ftijcant^of  the  guard 
R  4  called 
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called  "To  arms,"  on  which, Monfietir  dc  Vaudreuil, 
<9kenipt  of  the  French  guards,  advancing  to  Edwarif, 
'■  Prince  (faid  he)  1  arreft  you  in  the  King's  name,  by 
**  virtue  of  this  order."  At  that  inftant  the  youth  was 
furroundcd  by  four  grenadiers,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
Biifchief  he  might  have  done  with  a  cafe  of  pocket  piftol* 
which  he  slivavs  carried  about  him-^  ind  a  guard  was 
phced  at  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the  Opera^houfe, 
Jt'tt'any  tumult  fhould  have  enfued  among  the  populace. 
Thefe  pt'ecautions  being  taken,  Vaudtcuil,  with  an 
efcorte,  condufled  the  prifoner  through  the  garden  of  the 
Palais-Royal  to  a  houCi  where  the  Duke  dc  Biron  waiteil 
with  a  coach  and'  fix  to  convey  him  to  the  caftle  of  Vin- 
cenncs,'  whither-^he  was  immediately  accompanied  by  3 
detachmentfrom  the  regiment  of  French  Guards,  under  the 
command  of  that  nobleman.  He  had  not  remained  abore 
■-thrA  days  in  this  confinement  when  he  gave  the  French 
Tninift'ryto  underlland,  that  he  would  conform  himfelf  to 
the  King's  intcntrons';  and  was  immediately  enlarged, 
iipon  giving  his  wordand  tiibnourthat  he  would,  without 
^layi'  retire  from  the  tioininions  of  France.'  Accordingly, 
■he  ftt  btit  ih  four  days  from  Fontainebleau,  attended  l^ 
thpce  officers,  who  cbndufled  him  as  far  as  Poht-Beauvowi 
Jon  the  frontiers,  where  they  took  their  leave  of  him,  and 
"rcftirned  to  Vftrfailles.'  He  proceeded  for'fcme  'time  in  tlic 
-road'td Chamberri ;  but  "fobn  returned  into  the  French 
dominions,  and,  pafiihg  through  D^phine,  repaired  to 
Awgrroni' "where  ■'he 'was  Teccivcd  with  extraordinary 
hoiwurs, 'by  flie^Pepe'-s  legate.  In  the  mean  time,  his 
JfTfeft  ekriltd  ^km.  triitrturinffs  at  Paris ;  ihe-  inhabitants 
-blamirig,  withfkiV  ftniple,"their  King's'corduft  in  this 
-ihllanoe;  Ht  a  fcandtalotfii,  breach  of  hofpltality,  as  well  as 
•»  mcfln^^roof  t)f  cdndefcefcfibti  to  the  King  of'  England  j 
And  tony  ftvere'^(^i>fnade5, -relating  to  this -tranraiSion, 
'Were  fix«d  iipin  the  moft  publickplacesof  that  metro- 
■polis.     ■'■"■      '    ■  '  ^       '■'■.•:-'' 

■•'■  §  XXIV.    Although     peace    was  now  re-cftabliQied 
antting  the  princi^l -[^wers  of  (h^  eontinent,  yet  another 


florm 
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^omi  feemed  ready  to  burfl:  upon   the   northern  partsof    chap. 
Europe,  inafrefh  rupture  between   Ruffia  and   Sweden.  ^■ 

Whether  the  Czarina  had  aflually  obtained  information  i^^' 
that  the  French  faSion  meditated  fomc  revolution  of 
government  a,t  Stockholm,  or  fhe  wanted  a  pretence  for 
annexing  Finland  to  her  empire  J  certain  it.is,  flieaffcded 
to  apprehend'  that  the  princc-fucceflor  of  Sweden  waited 
only  for  the  deccafe  of  thereigning  king,  whowasvery 
oJd  and  infirm,  to  change  the  form  of,  government,  and 
refumethat  abfolute  authority  which  fome  of  the  monarchs 
his  predeceflbrs  had  enjoyed.  She  feemed  to  think  that  a 
prince  thus  veiled  with  arbitrary  povrer,  and  guided  by  the 
councils  of  France  and  Pruffia,  with  which  Sweden  had 
lately  engaged  in  clofe  alliance,,  might  become  a  very 
troublefome  and  dangerous  neighbour  to  her  in  die 
^altick :  flic,  therefore,  recruited  her  armies,  tepaired 
her  fortifications,  filled  her  magazines,  ordered  a  ftrong 
body  flf  troops  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of  Fin- 
land,' and  declared  in  plain  terms  to  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm, That  if  any  flcp  fliould  be  taken  to  alter  the 
government,  which  fhe  had  bound  herfcif  by  treaty  to 
muntatn,  her  troops  Ihould  enter  the  territory  of  Sweden, 
and  fhe  would  a£t  up  to  the  fpirit  of  her  engagements. 
The  Swedi(h  miniftry,  alarmed  at  thefe  peremptory  pro- 
ceedings, had  recourfe  to  their  allies ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  made  repeated  declararions  to  the  court  oF  Peterf- 
burgh,  That  there  was  no  defign -to  maktitheleaftinno* 
vation  in  the  nature  of  their  «ftabli(htd'  government ;  but 
littleor  no  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  reprefeAtaCiona,  tixy 
be^n  to  put  the  kiogdont  in  a  podure  of  defetife ;  and  the 
old  King  gave  the  Czarinaao  underftand.  That  if,  not- 
'withftanding  the  fatisfaSion  he  had  offered,  her  forces 
fliould  pafs  the  frontiers  of:  Finland,  he  would  confidet 
•  their  march  as  an  hoAile.  inyafion,  atid  emplpy  the  means 
.which  God  had  put  in  bis  power  for  the  deienfe  of  hb 
dc^ninions. 

§  XXV.  This  declaration,  in  all  probability,  did  not 
produce  fuch  cBedl  a«  the  iuterpofitiori  of  his  PrulEan  Ma- 
;>  .  jefty. 
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BOOK  jelly,  the  moft  euterpriling  prince  of  hia  time,  at  ^c  head 
,_^  'j  of  one  liuiidred  and  forty  thoufanil  of  the  beft  troops  that 
174I.  Germany  ever  trained.  Perhaps  ke  was  Dot  forry  that  the 
Eroprefs  of  Mutcovy  furuilbcd  him  with  a  plaufibleiircteace 
for  maintaining  fuch  a  iorcnidable  army,  after  the^ace  of 
Europe  had  been  afcertaincd  by  a  formal  treaty,  and  aU  the 
furrounding  ilates  had  diminiihed  the  number  of  their  forces. 
Ije  n6w  wrote  a  letter  to  his  uncle  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, complaining  of  the  infults  and  menaces  which  ha^ 
been  offered  by  the  Czarina  to  Sweden  ;  ^claxiqg,  tba£ 
he  was  bound  by  a  defeofive  alliance,  to  which  Fraace  had 
-  acceded,  to  defend  the  govermneot  at  prefent  efiabliflied  in 
*  Sweden  j  and  that  be  would  net  fit  flill,  and  tanrtely  fee  that 
kingdom  attacked  by  any. power  whatfoever,  without  adding 
up  to  his  engagements :  he  therefore  entreated  his  Britaimick 
Majcfty  to  interpofe  fais  good  oiEces,  in  conjunction  with 
Fiance  and  hiin,  to  compfofnife  the  difputes  whidi  threat- 
ened to  embroil  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  By  this 
time  the  RuQian  army  had  approached  the  frontiersof  Fin- 
land :  the  Swedes  had  alTentbled  their  iro<^s,  repleni&ed 
their  magaz in e$,  and  repaired  their  marine;  and  the  King 
of  Denmark,  jealou^ot^^  the  Czarina's  defigns  with  regard 
to  the  duchy  of  Slefwick,  which  wascontefted  wichhim  by 
the  prince -fuccefibr  of  Kmffia,  kept  his  army  and  navy  on 
the  moft  refpeflable  footing.  At  this  critical  jui} A ure  the 
courts  of  London,  Verfailfes,  and  Berlin  caK>perated  ib 
«fi~e£tually  by  nmonftraBces  and  declarations  at  Peterlburgh 
and  Stodtholm,  thatfhe  Emprebof  Ruffia  thottghf  propoc 
t«<ewn  herfdf  Sitisfied,  alnd  alt  thole  clouds  of  trouble  woe 
immediately  dirpecfed. '  Yet,  in  all  probability;  her  real 
aim  was  diftppointcd  j  and,  however  Ibe  might  di&able 
Jier  fentimena,  ihe  never  heartily  forgave  the  King  of 
Pmffia  for  ^Oiarefae  had  Jn- this  tranfa^iofl.  That  mo- 
mrch,  withonl  Tzlaxing  in  his  attention  to  thefupport  of  A 
very  fonBiddle.miliury  power,  exerted  very  extraordinaiy 
endeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil  intereAs  of  his  couimy. 
He  reformed  the  laws  of  Brandcnbnrgh,  acid  tefcued  the  ad- 
miniftratioo  oif  jidlice  from  the  ficaiHls  of  chicaavy.  He 
I  encouraged 
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encouraged  the  arts  of  agriculture  and  manufacture  ;  and 
even  laid  the  foundatiofi  of  naval  commerce,  by  eftablilhing 
an  Eafl-India  company  in  the  portof  Embden, 

§  XXVI.  Nor  did  tbeFrenchminiftryn^le^Miy  mea- 
'  fare  that  might  contribute  to  repair  thedatnage  which  the 
kingdom  had  fuAained  in  the  courfe  ef  the  war.  One  half 
of  the  army  was  difbanded  :  the  fevere  impofuion  of  ,the 
tenth  penny  was  fuf^ended  by  the  King's  cdi^ :  a  fcheme 
of  ceconomy  was  propofcd,  with  refpe^  to  the  iinances  { 
and  the  utmoft  diligence .  ufed  in  procuring  materials,  as 
well  as  workmen,  for  D)ip-btiilding,  that  the  navy  of  France 
might  fpeedily  retrieve  its  former  importance.  In  the  midit 
of  thefe  truely  patriotic!:  fchemci,  the  court  of  Verfailles  be- 
trayed a  littlenefs  of  genius,  and  a  fpirit  of  tyranny,  joined 
to  fanaticifm,  in  quarelling  with  their  parliament  about  fu- 
perftitious  forms  of  religion.  The  facraments  had  been 
denied  to  a  certain  perfon  on  his  death-bed,  becaufe  he 
refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus.  The  nephew 
of  the  defun^  preferred  a  complaint  to  the  parliament, 
whde  province  it  was  to  talce  cognizance  of  the  afFaii ;  a 
deputation  of  that  body  attended  the  King  with  the  report 
of  .their  refolutioiis  ;  and  his  Majefly  commanded  them  to 
lirfpcnd  all  proceedings  relating  to  a  matterof  fuch  confc- 
quence,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  opportunity 
of  fignitying  his  royal  pleafure.  This  Interpofition  was 
the  fburceof  difputc5i>etween  the  crown  and  parliament, 
Which  had  like  to  have  filled  the  whole  kingdom  with  in- 
teftinetroublei. 

§  XXVII.  At.Vienna  the  Emprefs.Queen  was  not  more 
ftjlicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  internal  manu- 
faduces  of  her  dominions,  by  fumptuary  regulations,  ne- 
cdlary  reftriftions  on  foreign  fu per tlui ties,  by  opening  her 
ports  in  the  Adriattclc,  and  giving  proper  enciHiragement  to 
coraoierce^  than  (he  was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming 
the  ceconomy  of  her  finances,  maintaining  a  rcfpeftable 
body  of  forces,  and  guarding,  by  def^nfive  alliances,  againlt 
the  enterprifes  of  his  Pruffian  Majefly,  on  whofc  military 
fower  Ihc  looked  with  jealoufv  and  diftruft.     In  Holland 

all- 
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Boof:     all  the  authority  and  influence  of  the  Stadtholder  were 

^  '  _j  fcarcely  fufficient  to  allay  the  ferments  excited  amohg  the 
<74t.  people,  by  the  provifional  taxation  which  had  fucceeded 
the  abolicron  of  the  pachters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous 
to  the  fubje£t.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  ex-  ^ 
pedient,  the  Prince  of  Orange  propofed  a  more  equitable 
plaiT,  which  was  approved  by  the  States,  and  eftabliflierf 
with  great  difficulty.  In  Italy  the  fyftem  of  politics  feemed 
to  change  its  complexion.  The  King  of  Sardinia  ed'eiled 
a  match  between  one  of  the  Infantas  cf  Spain  and  the 
Prince  of  Piedmont  j  and  whether  irritated  by  the  conduA 
of  the  Aullrians  in  the  lall  war,  or  apprehenfive  of  fuch  a 
powerful  neighbour  in  the  Milanefe,  he  engaged  with  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  in  a  defenfive  afliance,  compre- 
hending the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  republJcfc  of 
Gmoa,  and  the  Dukes  of  Modena  and  Parma,  His  moft 
CathcdickMajefty,  fincerely  difpofed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  encourage  every  meafure  that  could  contribute 
to  the  advantage  of  his- country,  was  no  fooner  releafcd 
from  the  etnbarraflments  of  war,  than  he  began,  to  execute 
plans  of  internal  c:conomy  ;  to  reduce  unneceflary  penfions, 
difchai^e  the  debts  contra^ed  in  the  war,  replenilh  his 
arfenals,  augment  his  navy,  promote  mamif^diures,  and 
,  encourage  an  aiSiivc  commerce  by  fea,  the  benefits  of  which 
-the  kingdom  of  Spain  had  not  known  Once  the  firfi  difco- 
.*cry  and  conqueft  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

^  XXVIII..  The  pieparationB  for  refitting  and  inorealing 
the  navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with  fuch  extraordinaijr 
vigour,  that  otjier  nations  believed  an  expedition  wai  in- 
tended againlV  the  Corfairs  of  Algiers,  who. had  for  fome 
■time  grievoufly  iufefted  the  trade  and  coafts  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  exiftencc  of  this  and  other  predatory  repute 
licks,  which  entirely  fubfift  upon  piracy  and  rapine,  pettjr 
ftates  of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained,  as  it  were,  in  the 
midft  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  infult  with  impunity, 
and  of  which  they  even  exaft  an  annual  contribution,  is  a 
'flagrant  reproach  upon  Chriftendomj  a  reproach  the  great- 
er, as  it  is  founded  upon  a  low,  fel5(b,  iliibeial  maxim  qf 
policy. 
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"policy.  All  the  powers  that  border  on  the  Mediterranean,  chap. 
except  France  and  Tufcany,  are  at  perpetual  war  with  the  ,  *"  , 
Moors  of  Barbary,  and,  for  that  reafon,  obliged  to  employ'  J74S. 
foreign  fhips  for  the  cranfpoftatlon  of  their  merchandire. 
This  employment  naturally  devtJves  to  thofc  nations  whofe 
vcfleis  are  in  no  danger  from  the  depredations  of  the  bar- 
barians ;  namely,  the  fubjefts'  of  the  Maritime  Powers, 
who,  for  this  puny  advantage,  not  only  tolerate  the  pirati-  ■ 
cal  flates  of  Barbary,  but  even  fupply  them  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  fdllicit  their  paSes,  and  purchafe'their  forbear- 
ance with  annual  prefents,  which  arc,  in  efFeft,  equivalent 
to  a  tribute:  whereas,  by  one  vigorous  exertion  of  their 
power,  they  might  deftroy  all  their  fhips,  lay  their  towns  in 
aOies,  and  lolaJly  extirpate  thofe  pernicious  broods  of  de- 
fperate  banditti.  Even  ail  the  condefcenfion  of  thofe  who 
difgrace  themfelves  with  the  title  of  allies  to  thefcmifcre- 
ants  is  not  always  fufficient  to  reitrain  them  from  a£fs  of 
cruelty  and  rapine.  Ac  this  very  period  four  cruifers  front 
Algiers  made  a  capture  of  an  lingliOi  packet-boat,  in  her 
voyage  from  Lilbon,  and  conveyed  her  to  their  city,  where 
ihe  was  plundered  of  money  and  efFefis  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  afterwards  difmifTed. 
Id  confequence  of  this  outrage.  Commodore  Kcppel  was 
fent  with  feven  Oiips  of  war  to  demand  fatisfa^ion,  as 
Well  as  to  compromife  certain  differences  whichhad  arifen 
bn  account  of  arrears  claimed  of  the  Engliih  by  the  Dey  of 
Algiers.  The  Muffu'lman  frankly  owned,  that  tlie  money 
liaving  been  divided  among  the  captors  could  not  pofQbly 
be  refunded.  The  Commodore  returned  to  Gibraltar  j 
and,  in  the  fequel,  an  Algeiine  ambalTador  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, with  fome  prefents  of  wild  bcafls  for  his  5'ritannick 
Majefiy,  This  tranfa^ion  was  fucceeded  by  another  in- 
jurious aiFront)  offered  by  the  governor  or  Alcayde  of  Te- 
tuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an  Englifh  ambafiador,  fent  thither 
to  redeem  the  Britifh  fubjefls,  who  had  been  many  years 
enflaved  in  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Morocco.  A 
re  vol  utioti. having  lately  happened  in  this  empire,  Mulcy 
Abdaliah)  the  reigning  ruffian,  infilled  upon  the  amballs^r 
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so  OK    dor's  psying  2  pretended  balance  for  th«  ranfom  of  the 
t        '    f  captives,  as  well  as  depo&ijqg  a  confiderabte  futn,  which 
1}^.      had  alF«ady  been  paid  [o  a  decc^fed  baOi^w  -,  alledging, 
that  as  bfe  (the  Emperor)  received  no  part  of  it,  the  ptj- 
ment  was  illegal,     Mr.  Luton   refufing   to  comply  with 
this  arbitrary  demand,   his  houfe  was  furrounded  by  a  dt- 
Uchment  of  foldieri,   who  violently  dragged  his   fecreurjr 
from  his  prefence,  and  threw  him  into  a  difmal  fubterraneaQ 
dungeon,  where  he  continued  twenty  days.     The  Engtiftl 
flaves,  to  the  inumber  of  twenty- feven,  were  condemned  to 
the  fame  fate:    the  ambaffador  himfelf  was  degraded  from 
lii4  chua£{er,   deprived  of  bis  allowance,  and  fequeAered 
float  all  communication.  All  the  letters  direficd  to  bim  woe 
intercepted,  and  interpreted  to  the  Alcayde  :   two  negro 
porters  wctk  entnifted  with  the  keys  of  all  bis  apartmoiES, 
and  a  couple  of  foldicrs  polled  at  bis  cbamber-door :   nay, 
this  MooriOi  governor  thceaKned  to  load  faitn  with  irons, 
Uid  violently  feifed   part  of  the  prefents  deCgned  by  hii 
firitannick  Majelly  for  the  £mperor.     At  length,  finding 
that  neither  Mr,  Latton  nor  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  to 
whom  he  had  written,  would  depofit. the  money,  without 
frcO)  initrudions  from  the  Court  of  London,  the  barbariao 
thought  proper  to  relax  in  his  fevcrity:  the  [ffifoners  were, 
enlarged,  the  re{lri<9ions  removed  from  the  perfon  oftbe 
amballador,  and,  after  all  tbe&  indignities  offered  to  th« 
honourof  the  Britifti  nation,  th«   balance  wa5   paid,  and 
the  affair  quietly  adjuftcd. 

$  XXIX.  Britain,  in.  the  mean  while,  was  altogetttet 
tarren  of  events  which  might  defcrve  a  place  iQ  a  geacrU 
hiftory.  Commerce  and  manufa&ure  i)ouri(bed  again,  to 
luch  a  degree  of  increafe  as  had  never  been  knows  in  the 
^  ifland :  but  this  advantage  was  attended  with  an  irfefifliblt 
tideof  luxury  andexccfs,  which  flowed  through  alt  degrees 
of  the  people,  breaking  down  all  ^  mounds  <^  civil  po- 
lity, and  opening  2  way  for  licenfe  and  immorality.  The 
highways  were  infefted  with  rapine  and  aflalBnation  i  tbt 
cities  teemed  with  the  brutal  votaries  of  lewdaefs,  intemper- 
Uce,  and  prdSigacy.    The  whole  land  vna  overfj»ead 
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mth  a.  fucceffioa  of  tumuh.  riot,  and  iaCoTK&'totii  excited    ^  "^  ^• 

ia  different  parts  of  the  kiogdom  bjr  the  ercflioa  of  sew  ^     '       j 
turnpikes,  whicb  the  legiflatuie  jadgcd  nccc&ry   for  the       *74>- 
convenience  of  inland  carriage.    In  order  to  quell  tbcfii 
difturbancei,  recourfe  waa  had  to  the  military  power  :  lie- 
vera!  individuals  were  flain,  and  fome  were  executed  aa 
examples. 

§  XXX.  In  the  month  of  November  the  feiSon  of  par- 
Ijament  was  opened  with  a  fpeech  from  the.  throne,  in 
which  his  Majefty  exprelled  a  particular  pleafitre  in  meeting- 
tbem  at  a  time  when  the  perfe£t  re-efiablilhment  of  x 
general  peace  had  reftored  to  his  people  the  blcffings  of  quiei 
and  tranquillity.  He  faid,  the  good  eSc&a  of  thefe  already 
appeared  in  the flourifhing  conditionofnationalcommerce, 
and  in  the  rife  of  pufalick  credit,  which  were  ^e  ioundationa 
of  ftrength  and  profperity  to  thefc  kingdoms.  He  declared. 
That,  during  the  fummer,  he  had  ufed  every  opportunity  of 
cementing  and  fecuring  the  peace ;  That  it  was  his  firm 
refolution  todoevery  thing  in  his  power  for  the  prefervatioa 
of  it,  and  religiouOy  adhere  to  the  engagements  into  which 
he  had  entered.  Finally,  he  took  notice  of  the  good  difi>»* 
lition  he  bad  found  in  the  other  contrading-  parties  to  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapcIle  to  cherilh  the  public  tranquillity 
of  Europe:  and  he  earneftly  recommended  to  the  two 
Houfes  the  maintenance  of  a  ftrong  naval  power,  as  the 
bulwark  of  national  fecurity. 

§  XXXI.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  of 
thinks  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tiie  firft  paragraph  of  hia 
Majefty's  fpeech  furnifhed  the  oppolition  with  a  handle  to 
declaim  againft  the  late  treaty.  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton 
obferved.  That  the  peace  could  not  be  properly  filled  com* 
plcte,  as  nothing  had  been  ilipulated  with  refpeif^  to  the 
article  of  "  no  fcarch ;"  alluding  to  the  interruption  our 
commerce  had  fuQained  from  the  Spaniards  in  (he  Weft- 
Indies :  a  ftiputation,  without  which  both  Houles  of 
parliament  had  formerly  voted  that  there  fiiould  be  do  peace 
with  that  kingdom.  In  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  aflairs.  As.  174$. 
fnch  an  obje^ioa  favoured  rather  of  party  than  of  pa- 
uiocifni  i 
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triotifm  ;  and  kidced  Sir  John  declared,  that  the  rebarkaT 
,  he  made  apon  the  occafion  were  rather  in  difchargc  of  the' 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  feeing  his 
fentiments  efponfed  by  the  majority.  Some  (harp  alterca- 
tion was  ufed  in  the  debate  which  arbfe  on  this  fubjcd ;' 
and  manyfeverc  invcflives  were  IcveJiedatthofewhonego- 
ciated,  as  well  as  at  thofe  who  approved  and  confirmed  tM 
treaty.  But  Mr.  Pelham,  who  fuflained  the  whole  weight 
of  the  debate  on  the  IJde  of  adminiftration,  anfwered  every' 
objefiion  with  equal  candour  and  ability ;  and  if  he  failed 
in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  as  favourahleas  could 
becxpcdediconfidcring  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  war,- 
and  the  lituation  of  the  contending  powers  ;  he  at  leaft  dc-' 
monArated,  that  it  would  ibc  the  intcreft  of  the  kingdom  to 
acquiefce  for  the  prefent  in  the  treaty  which  had  been  eon- 
cludcd,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  its  imperfifAions  by 
fubfequeiit  conventions,  amicably  opened  among  thofe 
powers  between  whom  any  cauie  of  difpiite  remained. 
With  refpefl  to  the  vote  of  both  Houfes,  mentioned  by 
Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  he  declared  that  he  had  never  ap- 
proved of  that  ftep,  when  it  was  firft  taken  ;  or  if  he  had,' 
times  and  circumflances,  which  could  not  be  fotefecny 
would  have  juAified  his  deviating  from  it  in  the  rc-eftab- 
lilhment  of  peace.  He  reminded  them,  that  a  parliament 
of  Great-Britain  had  once  voted  **  no  peace  while  any 
part  of  the  Weil- Indies  {hould  remain  in  polTeffion  of  the 
Spanilb  King  -,"  yet  a  train  of  incidents,  which  they  could 
not  poflibly  forefec,  afterwards  rendered  it  expedient  trf 
adopt  a  peace,  without  infilling  upon  the  accomplifhmenc 
of  that  condition.  In  »  word,  we  muft  own,  ^at,  in  the 
majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  courfe  of  this  feSion,  the' 
tniniflry  derived  their  triumphs  from  the  force  of  reafftny 
fts  well  as  from  the  weight  of  influence.  We  {ball  always,* 
however,  except  the  efforts  that  were  made  for  reducing 
the  number  of  land  forces  tu  fifteen  thoafand,  and  main< 
taining  a  greater  number  of  feamen  than  the  miniflry  pro- 
pofed.  On  thefe  conftitutional  points  the  Earl  of  Eg'mont,- 
and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  expatiated  with  all 
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fW  aitrgy  I*  cl64udftfe  r  wMch,  hdwftvcr,  wtS  fruftratoi    CBa>. 
I7  Ac  poSta- oi*  fupCf  iiw  ttiimber.     Tcif  thoufind  feameri   ^ /'    j 
were  voted  for' the  fcrvice  of  the  enlliing  year,  norwitti-       1749, 
ftanding  hfs  Majdty's  nij  oRfHoti  to'inaintain  a  (^onnderablt 
navy;  and  the  riilihber  of  hnd-fbrces  was  continued  at 
rtghteen   thoufand  eight  hundred'  and  fifty.feven.     Thfc 
fams  granted  for  niaking  good  his  Majefty's  engagements         1 
with  the  Eleftors  of  Bavaria  and  Menti,  and  the  Duke  oF 

-  Bnmfwick  Wolfcnbuttel,  amounted  to  fifty^thrcc  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  porinds  fterling.  Thfefcr- 
vicesdone  by  thecolonies  in  North -Am  erica,  during  the 
war,  were  gratified  With  the  fum  of  one  hundred  twcnty- 
tWo  thoufond  two^hundred  forty-fix  pounds:  .  The  expenft 
irtCurrcd  by  the  jtew  colony  of  Nova-Scotia  exceeded 
ftVcnty-fix  thoufand  jJounds.  A  fmall  fum  was  voted  for 
the  improvement  oTGeorgia ;  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
were  granted  towards  the  fapport  of  the  Qritifh  forts  and 
itttlemCnts  oa  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  fum  total  granted 
in^this  feffioii  arofer  to  four  mitlfons  one  hundred  forty-Oni 
thoufand  fiji  hundred  fixty-one  pduTids,  nine  (hillings,  and 
eleren  pence  half-penny,  to  be  raifed  by  the  land  tax,  at 
three  {Killings  in  the  pound ;  the  m;ilt,  and  othrrduties,  the 
liirpluB  of  divers  itnpolitions  remainmg  in  the  Bank  and 
Exchcq  uer ;  one  million  by  annuities,  at  three  per  ceht. 
charged  on  the  linking  fund,  until  redeemed  by  parliament; 
md  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out*  of  the  exceli  ot 
ovct-plus  of  monies  denominated  the  finking  fund, 

§  X'XXn.  Bat  th«  capital  meafure  which  diftingulfhed 
thij'feffionof  parlianient  was  thereduflionof  thcintereft 

-on  the  publick  funds;  a  fcheme  which  was  planned  and 
executed  by  thcminifter,  without  any  national  diflurbance 
ordifquiet,  to  the' aftiinilhment  of  all  Europe ;  the  different 
nations  of  which  could  not, comprehend  how  it  would  be 
pblfible  for  the  government,  at  the  clofcof  alongexperifivt 
*ar,  which  had  foconfiderably  drained  the  country,  and 
sii^'cnted  the  ehorrhons  burthen  of  national  debt,  to  find 
lAbney  forpayingoff  fuch  of  the  ptibiick  creditors  as  might 
Aeoft  to  receive  their- ptihdpal,  rather  than- tibmit  to  a 
Vol;  llli-  S  redudion 
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reduction  of  the  intereft.  It  was  not  very  much  Aw  tbc 
I  honour  of  the  oppoiition,  that  fome  of  its  leading  membcn 
endeavoured  to  impede  this  ffcM  machine  of  civil  oec«- 
nomy,  by  taking  opportunities  of  affirming  in  parliament 
inoppolition.to  bis  Majefty's  fpeech,  that  the  nation,  far 
from  being  in  a  flourifliing  coiidition,  was  almoft  entirely 
exhluQed ;  that  commerce  drooped  and  declined;  that 
publiclc  creditflood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin;  and  that 
all  the  treaties  lately  concluded  among  the  different  powen 
of  Europe  were,  inclFe£t,  difadvantageous  and  prejudicial 
to'the  interefts  of  Great-Britain.  In  anfwer  to  thcfe  afler- 
tions,  Mr.  Pelham  undeno<^  to  prove,  from  the  regifter 
of  exports  and  imports,  that  4hc  commerce  of  the  kingdom 
was  moreextenfive  at  this  than  at  any  former  period  ;  and 
that  the  publick  credit  was  ftrong  enough  to  admit  of  an 
experiment,  which  he  would  not  prefume  to  hazard,  ex- 
cept upon  a  moral  certainty  of  ics  being  firmly  rooted,  be* 
yond  the  power  of  accident  and  fadion  to  fhake  or  over- 
turn. He  declared,  that  his  defign  of  reducing  the  intereft 
upon  the  funds  was  (be  refult  of  the  love  he  bore  bts  couii' 
try,  and  an  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  fervants  of 
the  crown  to  cafe  the  burthens  of  the  people.  He  (aid,  be 
had  conferred  on  this  fabjed  with  perfons  of  the  moft  ap- 
proved knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience;  and  chofe 
to  proinulgace  the  method  propofed  for  alleviating  the  loid 
of  the  national  debt,  that  the  public,  in  knowing  the  parti- 
culars of  the  fcheme,  might  have  time  to  confider  them  it 
leifure,  and  Hart  fuch  objedlions  as  Jliould  occur  to  thdr 
reflexion,  before  it  might  be  too  late  to  adopt  amendments. 
Heobferved,  that  noEhing  could  more  clearly  dcmonftiaie 
thevJgourofpub]icIccredit,and  the  augmentationof  national 
commerce,  than  the  price  of  ftock,  which  had  within  three 
years  rifen  to  avery  confiderable  increafej  and  thedutiei 
on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added  one  millioato 
the  finking  fund,  notwithftanding  a  very  extraordinaiy 
fum  which  had  been  paid  as  bounties  for  exported  conJ. 
He  exprefled  great  tendernefs  and  regard  for  the  Intcre^a  of 
thofe  who  had  advanced  their  money  for  the  fervice  of  the 
governmeitfi 
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goternment ;  declaring,  that  his  aim  was  to  contrive  a  fair,   chap, 
honefl,   and  equitable  method  for  iellening  the  national  ^    .  '_   j 
JaCumbrances,  by  lowering  the  interel),  conformable  to      1749. 
I>arliamentary  faith,   and, agreeable  to  the  rules  of  eternal 
jufticc.     His  plan  was  accordingly  communicated,  can- 
vaflcdt  and  approved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  an 
id  pa0ed  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  the  funds  which  con- 
ftitute  the  national  debt*.     In  purfuance  of  this  a£t,  for       • 
the  redudion  of  the  intcrcft,  the  greater  part  of  the  credi- 
tors complied  with  the  terms  propofed,  and  fubfcribed  their 
rcfpc£^ive  annuities  before  the  end  of  February  j  but  the 
tkree  great  companies  at  Aril   kept  aloof,  and  refufed  to 
fubfcribe  any  part  of  their  capital. 

,  §  XXXIII.  About  the  middle  of  March  the  Commons   Aa.jj^gi 
ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  them  an  account  of 
S2  Che 

*  Tht  (clolatiani  of  ^  Cammoni  an  thji  head  vreic  printed  by  luchsrity 
iatheLondoti-Giuette,  Cgnlfying,  Thai:  thorc  who  were,  or  fliould  fie,  pio- 
prietonorany  part  of  (he  pubiickdeht,  red«m»ble  bj  l»w,  incurred  before 
Michaelmas,  in  theyearone  thoufand  ftven  hundred  andfbrtynine,  cairying 
aaintercftorfour  per  centum  per  annum,  who  fhould,  on  or  before  thelwenty. 
ughlh  day  of  February  in  that  year,  fubfcribc  their  names,  lignlfyLng  theii 

the  twenty-fifch  day  of  December,  in  che  year  one  thoufand  fcTen  hundred  and 
fifty  fercn,  fubjeS  to  the  fame  provifi^ni,  notices,  and  cUDfea  of  redemption 
to  which  their  relpeaiVD  fum>  at  four  per  centnm  were  thea  liable  fliould,  in 
lien  of  their  jrefentintereft,  beintidcd  to  four  per  centum  till  the  twenty- fifth 
day  ofDecembei  in  the  yearonethoufand  feica  hundred  and  fifty  i  and  after 
that  day,  to  three  pounds  ten  jhillings  per  centum  per  annum,  till  che  twenty- 
fifUi  Day  of  December  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-feren  ;  and  no 
jiartDf  that  debt,  except  what  was  due  to  the  I afl.Indii  company,  Ihould  be 
ledeemable  to  diii  period  :  That  if  any  part  of  the  national  debt,  incurred 
before  lalt  Michaelmas,  redeemable  by  law,  and  carrying  an  interell  of  four  pf  c 
centum,  ftiould  tern  sin  unfjbfcribed  on  or  before  the  thiitifthday  of  May,  tHe 
joveroraent  Oiould  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this  purpofc  bis  Majefty  wat 
coabledto  borrow  ofanypcribn  or  perfons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  any  fum 
or  runt  of  money  not  exceeding  that  part  of  the  national  debt  which  aightre- 
mainunfubfcribed,  tobechatuedon  the  finking  fund,  upon  any  terms  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  inletift  in  the  foregoing  propofil. 

All  che  duties  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  jntereli  were  Itill  continoeJ, 
Vidthefurplutof  thefe  incorpoi»«'l  ""it'>  the  finking  fund  for  the  difchtrge  of 
the  principal.  Books  were  opened  for  the  fuhfcription  at  the  Exchequer,  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  the  South-Sea  houfe  i  and  copies  ofthefe  leftluliona 
trmliiutted  to  the  dltcfton  bf  all  the  mvnied  corporations. 
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t&e  fums  which  Jiad  been  Aibfcribed,  and  thcfe  were,  takm 
,  Into  cenfideratien  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfc.  It 
was  then  diM  Mr.  Pelham,  as  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer} obTflTved,  That,  bolides  the  debts  due  to  the  tb»e 
great  companies  in  their  corporate  capaci^,  all -the  reft, 
carrying  four  per  eentutn  interoft,  had  been  Aibfcrfhed,  ex- 
cept about  eight  or  nine  millions,  the  proprietors  of  which 
had  forfeited  the  favour  defigned  them  by  parilament :  but 
as  many  of  thofe  had  been  milled  by  evil  counfellors,  vii» 
perhaps  were  more  intent  on  diftrefSng  the  government^ 
than  follicitous  to  ferve  their  friends }  and  as  many  wen 
foreigners,  refiding  beyond  fea,  who  had  not  time  to  take 
proper  advice,  and  give  the  necelTary  infiruSions  j  and  ai  . 
thefe  could  not  poffibly  be  diftinguiflicd  from  fuch  23  re- 
fufed  to  fubfcribc  from  mere  obftinacy  or  dlfaffe^ion,  it 
might  be  thoughtcruel  to  take  Che  moft  rigorous  advantage 
of  the  forfeiture  they  had  incurred.-  With  refpedt  to  the 
propiietors  of  the  (luck  or  capital  belonging  to  the  three 
great  companies,  he  afFerted,  that  many  of  than  would 
willingly  have  fubfcribed  their  properties  wltlrin  the  dmc 
limited,  but  were  neceflarily  excluded  by  the  majority  m 
the  ballot  i  and  as  it  was  equally  impolTible  to  know  thoffc 
who  were  againll  the  queftion  on  the  ballot,,  he  thought 
that  fome  tenderneTs  was  due  even  to  the  proprieuai  of 
thofc  three  companies :  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that 
they  and  the  uncomplying  annuitants  fliould  be  indulged 
with  further  time  to  complete  their  fubfcription ;  but,  in 
order  to  preferve  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  th«  re-  * 
ipeiSl  due  to  that  auguft  allembly,  they  ought  not  toliC 
gratified  with  fuch  advantageous  terms  as  were  allowed  lo 
the  annuitants  whoat  firfV  chearfully  complied  with  lb« 
propofals  offered  by  the  legiflature.  For  theft  reafi»is  he 
propofed.  That  although  the  term  of  fiibfcribing  fliouM 
be .  protrafted  till  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the  cncoursge^ 
ment  of  three  pounds  ten  fliillingB  per  centum  per  annum 
fliould  not  be  continued  to  the  fecond  fubfcriberi  longer 
than  till  the  fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
£ind  feven  hundred  and  iifty>five.  The  propofal  being 
approved, 
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•pproved,  a  bill  was  framed  for  this  purpofe,  u  well  as  for  Chap. 
redteffling  fuch  tnnuitics  as  (hould  noi  be  fubfcrilwd,  .  „-',_; 
which  paRed  through  both  Houfes,  and  was  enabled  into  a  >759> 
law,  after  having  received  an  additional  daufe,  empowering 
the  £aft- India  Company,  in  cafe  they  Ibould  fubfbribe  alL 
their  ftock  bearing  an  intereft  of  four  per  csntum,  to  bor- 
row, with  fhe  conlent  of  the  Treafury,  any  fums  not  ex- 
eesding  four  millions  two  hundred  ihoufand' pounds,  after 
Ac  fevcral  rates  of  interefi  before  ptopofed  to  be  paid  by  the 
pwblick,  end  one  million  more  at  three  per  centum,  per 
Qanutn.  They  Were  alfo  rcAed  with  iw  power  to  raife  mo- 
itcy^y  b<»ds,  as  formerly  ;  yetfo  as'thewhole^  including 
the  annuitiei,  Qxtmld  not  ejcce^  what  they  were  \ff  former 
a&  empowered  to  borrow.  The  objections  to  the  execQ- 
tioB  of  this  prcjcA,  which  by  many  were  deemed  infur-  ■ 
nouotat^  entirely  vanilbed  before  the  fortitude,  perfeu 
veiaace,  and  caution  of  the  minifler;  who  had  fecured^ 
ankang  the  rhofteyed  men  of  the  Aatioiif  the  pfomife  of 
iuch  (nmt  si  would  have  been  fufiicient  to  fSf  off  the 
^pitai  belongfng  to  thofe  creifitora  who  might,  refufe  to 
accept  the  intereft  thus  reduced.  The  fecond  fubfcription 
lud  the  de&red  eSeS,  The  three  great  companies  acquicfc- 
ed,  atid  fbeir  example  was  followed  by  the  other  fcrupuloui 
xnnwtanu :  the  national  burthen  was  comfortably  light- 
ened, and  the  finking  fund  confiderably  increaled,  wi±out 
prodaoing  the  leaft  perplexity  or  difturbance  in  the  com- 
BMnwealth  ;  a  cireumfianco  that  could  not  fail*  to  excite 
the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  Chri&ndom. 

§  XXXIV.  The  mutisy-bU)  for  the  enfuing  year  was 
■litigMed  with  an  qflcniial  alteration,  relating  to  the  oath 
ol  fecrefy  impofed  Upon  the  members  of  every  couit- 
tnartiat,  who  were  now  itlexfei  from  this  referve  if  le- 
quiied  togtye  evidence,  by  due  courle  of  law,  in  any  court  ' 
of  ja^caMrc }  and  whereas,  by  the  iOTmer  mutii^'bil),  a 
general  was  empowered  to  order  the  revifal  of  any  &ntence 
by  a  court-martial  as  often  as  he  pleafcd,  and,  on  that 
*pretence,  to  keep  in  confinement  a  man  who  had  been 
IK^uitted  iipon  a  fair  Uial,  it  was  now  ena^ed,  That  no 
S  3  fentence 
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fentence  pronounced  by  any  court-martia),  and  flgned  hy 
,  the  prelident,  fhould  be  more  than  once  liable  to  revifal.. 
Colpnel  George  Townftiend,  fon  of-  Ix)rd  VifcounC 
Townflicnd,  who  had  equally  diftinguUhed  himfelf  by  his 
civil  and  military  accompUfhments,  ^opofcd  atiotbec 
claufe,  for  preventing  any  non>commilEontd  officer's  being 
brake,  or  reduced  into  the  ranks  ;  or  any  foldier's  .being 
puniOied,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  couEt-martiah  He  gave 
the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  certain  perfons  attended  at 
the  door,  who  from  tbe  ftation  of  nan-commi£Eaned  officcra 
had'been  broke,  and  reduced  into  the  ranks,  without. trial,, 
oratiy '  cawTe  affigned  )  and- he  expatiated  not  only  upon 
the  iniquity  of  fuch  proceedings,  but  alfo  upon  the  danger 
of  leaving  fuch  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of  any  indi- 
vidual oflEccr.  A  warm  debate  was  the  coidequeace  of 
this  motion,  which,  however,  was  over-ruled  by  the 
majority. 

§  XXXV;  Among  other  regulations  mftde  in  tlife  courfe 
of  this  leffion  for  the  encouragement  of  the  British  manu- 
fa^tires,  a  large  duty  was  laid  upon  Iriib  fail-cloth,  which, 
being  fold  at  an  under  price,  was  found  to  Inteiferewith 
the  fame  fpecies  of  commodity  fabricated  ia  the  ifland  of 
Great-Britain ;  and,  for  Hie  further  benefit  of  this  lall,  the 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  hadrbeen  de- 
duced from  a  defe£iiv<:fundf -was  now  made  payable  out 
of  the  Cuftoms.  Thismeafurc,  however,  was:iiot  of  fuch 
importance  to  the  nation  as 'the  i&  which  they  pafled  for 
encouraging  the  importation  of  pig  and 'bar.  iron  from  the 
BritiOi- cdofiies  in  Noeth- America.  Evt'ry  well-wifher  to 
his  country  reflefied  with  concern  on  the  nature  of  the 
Britifh  trade  with  Sweden,  from  whichi  kingdom'  thefub* 
je£ls  of  his  Britannick  Msjefty  imported' more  ironand 
fteel  than  &1I  *he  other oounteies  in-Europe.  '  For  this  ar- 
ticle they  paid  a  very  great  balance  in  ready  money,  whicti 
the  Swedes  again  expended  in  pQrchafing  from  the  French, 
and  other  mercantile  powers,  thofe  necelTaries  and  fuper- 
fluities  with  which  they  might  have  been  ai  cheaply  fur- 
niOicd  by  Great  Britain,  In  the  mean  time,  ^he  £ng]i(Ii 
colonies 
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eolonies  in  America  were  rcftriflcd  by  fevere  duties  from  chap. 
making  advantage  of  their  own  produce,  in  exchanging  ;  '_  -f 
their  iron  for  fuch  commodities  as  they  were  under  the  iyjol 
ncccllity  of  procuring  from  their  mother-country.  Such 
reftri£Hon  was  not  only  a  cruel  grievance  upon  our  own 
Settlements,  but  alfo  attended  with  manifeft  prejudice  to 
the  Interell  of  Great- Br! tain,  annually  drained  of  great 
fums,  in  favour  of  an  ungrateful  nation,  from*  which  no 
part  of  them  returned;  whereas  the  iron  imported  from 
America  muft  of  neccffity  come  in  exchange  for  our  own, 
manufa£lures.  The  Commons  having  appointed  a  daj 
for  taking  this  affair  into  coniideration,  carefully  examinetf 
into  the  ftace  of  the  Britifli  commerce  carried  on  with 
Sweden,  as  well  as  into  the  accounts  of  iron  imported  fronj 
the  plantations  in  America;  and  a  committee  of  the  whble 
Houle  having  refolved.  That  the  duties  on  American  pig 
and  bar  iron  fliould  be  removed,  a  bill*  Was  tiiroiight  ia 
S4  for 

■  Tbe  matrtnmkable  ctitum dance  attending  the  progrtfi  arfcliit  bill, 
lAichmidE  Itim;  Ehrough  both  Houfei,  and  obtained  the  royat  aflent,  wu 
die  number  of  cciUraJidary  petitiDni  in  raiauc  and  in  prejudice  of  it,  mhile  it 
remained  under  conGdeiation.  Tbetmnenof  teither  in  and  about  the  town 
«r  SlieSeU,  la,  YarUhire,  reprefented.  That  if  the  bill  Ihould  pafi,  the  EngJltli 
into  wonlil  be  nodedbld  ;  coDfequenlly  a  great  number  of  fuinacei  and  foigei 
would  be  difc^Dtmaed  ■■  in  that  cafe  the  woodi  ufed  for  fuel  would  Aaad 
uncut,  and  the  tannen  be  depriveii  of  oalc-baikfuScieat  for  the  continuance  wi 
fuppoit  of  their  occupation.  They  neverthelcf)  owned,  thatlboald  the  dut]f  b« 
remoTcdfrompig  ifon  only,  no  fuchconfequence  could  be  apprehended ;  becauftj 
Jhould  the  number  of  futnacei  be  leHened,  that  of  forge)  would  be  inci^afed. 
Tliii  wai  lilcewife  the  plea  urged  in  diven  remonllrancei  by  maften  of  Iroa^ 
votlu,  gentiemen,  and  freeholdeti,  who  had  traSi  of  wood-land  in  their  pof- 
fcBion.  The  owneri,  proprietors,  and  farmeci  of  furnacea  and  iron-forgei, 
belonging  to  Sheffield  and  iti  neighbourhood,  enlarged  upon  the  gteat  expenfc 
Aej  had  incurred  in  erecting  and  fupporting  iron-woiki,  by  meant  of  which 
great  oumben  pf  fiis  M'je&y'a  fuijeas  were  comfotubly  fuppotted.  They 
cxprefled  their  apprehenCoo,  that  fliould  the  bill  pafi  into  a  law,  it  could  nac 
u  any  degree  lelTen  Che  confumption  of  Swedilh  iron,  which  wa<  ufed  for 
purpofei  which  neitherthe  American  nor  BritlOi  Iron  would  anfwec :  but  that 
(L:  propofed  encouragement,  cojifidering  the  plenty  and  cheapnefi  of  wood  in 
Americaj  Would  enable  the  coloniea  to  underfell  the  BiitilL  iron,  a  branch  of 
tiafiick  which  would  be  totally  deAroyed,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thouland  la- 
toureri,  who  would  be  compelled  to  feek  their  livelihood  in  foreign  countriei, 
They  likewiie  (ifpOt^,  tbac  if  alf  tlie  iioa  maanfadumt  of  CKal-Biitaiji 
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^*',{]'S:.    fotthatpurpofcjconuiaiiigadaufc,  bQW_&»fir,to.pr«eiitW« 

^   .■^..'  _f  Majcfty's fuhjefls from  making  fteel,  and  eflablUhing  mills 

'  i7jo-"~    for  fli,ttiqg  and  roUing  iron  within  tfic  Britifh  colonics  of 

America  ;  this  pirscaution  being  tak;:en,  ttfit  t)^  cojoniJitf 

tnight  not  iaterfoe  with  the  manufadures  of  their  nioth«c- 

§  XXXVI.  The  next  commercial  improvement,  of 
whic)i  we  (hall  take  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Britifli  whjte-herring  and  cod  fiiheries.  This 
was  likewife  the  refult  of  maturp  deliberation,  importing,  - 
That  a  bountyof  thirty  (hillings  per  tonihould  begranteij, 
^nd  paid  out  of  the  cuftoms,  to  all  new  veflels  from 
twenty  to  fourfcore  tons  burthen,  which  Ihould  be  built 
for  that  purpofe,  and  aQually  employed  in  the  fifljery; 
That  a  fociety  {hould  be  incorporated,  under  the  nanie  Cfi 
the  Free  Britifh  Fiflierv,  by. a  charter,  not  exclufive,  with 
tiow[(ir  to  raife  a  capital  not  exceeding  pve  hundred  tbou- 
ja^d  pounds;  and  that  (hiee  pounds  ten  fliilUngs  per 
'      ccntupi  per  annum  fbould  be  panted  and  paid  out  of  tie 

Ci^oips 

(hooltbeebligeii  to  depend  npon  a  fupply  ofiroa  (Vom  the  f\ini:2rl6as,  •rhiih 
jnuft'erer  be  nndOiri  preeirious  bj  the  haurd  of  the  Teas  and  the  enemy,  lbs 
minnfaAuK*  viDuM  probably  decay  lor  want  of  materialt,  andminy  thanlanr] 
bmilietbc  reduced  lowantandinirery.  On  tbe  otber  hand,  the  iiinnnsngert 
and  IMths  belonging  to  the  Hoarifliiae  town  of'BirTningbani,  in  WarwicklMie, 
Jte'fented  a  petition,  declaring,  Tbat  the  biU  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
trade  of  the  nadon,  at  it  would  cnalilethe  colonilb  Co  make  larger  leturni  of 
(heii  own  produce,  and  encourage  them  to  take  a  greater  quantity  of  tiw 
Brilithmjnufiauicj.  They  affirmed,  that  all  the  iron-works  in  (he  illand  (tf 
'  Gnat-Btirain  did  not  fupply  half  the  quantity  of  that  meCal  fufjicient  to  ctrrj 
onthemanufaflute;  that  if  thii  deficiency  could  be  fupplied  fiom  thccolooiei 
in  America,  the  importation  would  ceafe,  and  confidcrabli^  Cumi  of  money  be 
faved  to  the  nation.  They  ohfetved,  that  the  importation  of  iron  from  Ame- 
iica  could  no  mote  afteft  the  iran-worts  and  fteeiioldera  of  the  kingdom  than 
ihelikequanlkyimpoited  from  any  other  country  }  but  they  prayed  that  ch« 
people  of  America  might  be  reltrained  from  ereding  flitting  or  tolling  milli,  or 
forges  for  plating  iron,  istbej  would  interl'etewiththemanufiautejof  Gie»t- 
Biitain. 

Many  remanftrincsi  to  the  fame  efiiQ  were  prefentcd  from  different  putt 
of  thel^ngdom;  and  jtappeared, upon  ih^mollciaftenquity,  that  the encoq- 
mjement  of  Ameticaa  iron  would  ptore  eitremely  beneficial  to  the  kiBgdom, 
mi  it  hid  been  found,  npon  trial,  applicable  to  alltheuresofSl>ediIbiro>i>  and 
aa  goei  in  ereiy  tefpcA  ai  the  prodDce  of  that  MDntij. 
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^pqAoQW  (9  tbc  proprietors  far  fourteen  jan,  for  fi>  Rwdi    tBAP. 

pf  thie  capital  a?  flwuld  Iw  a^ually  employed  in  the  laid  ^     . 

fiflwriies.  Corr^fpofldtfig  chajTjbers  wefe  prop^fcd  to  Iw  jjj^ 
.f|]^c4  "1  fi^fmttf^n^'^f  N<v4i'Bi(Uui,  for  M^ing  in  fub- 
fyiiptviB^y  nad  prprecutmg  tba  Uadcj  under  t)ie  diie&iom 
pfdi^  frpiop^y  at  ^oi}don|  »o4  the  aation  Ifi  gpoaul 
{aatpi  oger  tq  dif^^fitc  tl^is  teancbof  corQinerc^  with  thf^ 
Ofbjei^s  of  Holland,  ^fhotn  they  ootJideui  as  ungrateful 
ipteilpp^.  In  the  Houfii  of  Peers, ,  however,  the  htH 
fff£t  Hfiib  i^  {onaid^hlf;  oppofltion  from  the  %n\  of  Win.- 
c^d&fl  !>ii4  Lqrd  Sandys*  who  juQly  obfeirvful,  Tbatit 
waft a.f^rudp,  u^dig^Hed  ^hem«,  which,  in  the exccmiom 
lyouid  npyer  apfwer  Ihp  exp^fljtions  of  the  people :  That 
in  contending  with  the  Dutch,  who  are  the  patterns  of 
unve^ied  induftry,  and  the  moft  rigid  ccconomyj  notbinc 
couJd  t>e(nore  abfurd  than  a  joint-ftock  company,  which 
is  always  cl^ggpd  with  extraordinary  ejcpenfe;  and  the 
xefolutjort  of  iitting  out  velTeh  at  the  port  of  Londtiih 
where  all  forts  qf  mat^rialsi  labour, and .featpcfk  are  fomiw^ 
deiLTcr  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  ex- 
cluiive  of  the  great  d;|taiice  and  dangerous  voyage  betwcea 
.the  metropolis  and  the  Sound  of  BrafTi^  in  Shetland,  tbf  ■ 
rendezvous  at  which  all  (he  herrlng-buITes  Werq  tp  alTemMf 
ill  the  beginning  of  the  filhing  feafon,  Tbey  lilcewtfe 
too^  notice  of  the  heavy  duty  on  fait,  ufed  is  curing  tbe 
filh  |br  fale,  and  the  beef  for  provifton  to  th?  mariners  j  « 
circumdance  of  itfelf  Tufficient  to  dircourageadvencurens 
-from  enibarlcing  in  a  commerce  which,  at  beft,  yields  buE 
very  flender  proACs  to  the  trader  ip  particular,  how  intr' 
portaxit  foever  it  might  prove  to  the  community  in  general. 
Thefe  objeflions  were  anfwered  by  the  Duke  of  Argyie 
and  the  Earl  of  Granville,  who  feemed  to  think  that  this 
branch  of  trade  could  not  be  fairly  fet  on  foot,  without  ft^h 
aconflderablefum  of  mbney  as  no  fiogle  individual  woi^ 
care  to  advance  ;  that  a  joint- Itock  company  woujd  be  able 
to  profecute.theiifhery  a^a  fmalkr  expenfe  than  that  whkh 
particular  traders  mufl  ncccflarily  incur ;  thM  tW  prefcMt 
fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  W4t  eagetly  ben£  upon  trying 
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the  ekperiment,  ought  not  to  be  baulked  by  delays'  left  it 
,  fliould  evaporate  i  and  that  though  the  plan  vas  not  un- 
exceptionable, the  defers  of  it  might  in  the  feqiier  be  rc- 
fnedied  by  the legiflature.  In  a  word,  the  bill  was  adopted 
by  the  majority,  with  a  fmall  amendment  in  the  title, 
which  produced  ibme  difquiets  in  the  Lower-Houre:  but 
this  difpute  was  compromifed,  and  it  was  ena^d  into  a 
-law  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion.  Nothing  could  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  publick  than  the  fan^ion  of  the 
legiflature  to  this  favourite  plan,  which  was  ardently  pro- 
moted, and  patronifed  by  men  of  the  greateft  eminence  for 
wraith  and  popularity.  The  company  diofe  for  their 
governour  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  received  this  proof 
of  their  attachment  and  re fp eft  with  particular  marks  of 
fatisfaAion  :  the  prefident  and  v ice -prefi dent  were  both 
taldermen  of  London;  and  the  council  was  compofcd  oftbitt^ 
gentlemen,  the  majority  of  whom  were  members  of  parlia- 
meiit.  Great  pains  were  taken,  and  fome  artifice  was 
eifed,  to  learn  the  Dutch  method  of  curing  the  fi(h. 
People  crowded  with  their  'fubfcriptions  j  a  number  of 
tiiinds  were  employed  in  building  and  equipping  the  bufles 
or  veflcis  ufcd  in  the  fifliery  ;  and  the  moft  favourable  con- 
sequences were  expefted  from  the  general  vigour  and 
iilac'rity  which  animated  thefe  preparations.  But  the 
fuccefs  did  not  gratify  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the  projeflors 
■and  adventurers.  .  The  obje£tions  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Xords  foon  appeared  to  have  been  well  founded ;  thefe 
co-operating  with  mifmanagement  in  the  directors,  the 
■fpirit  of  the  company  began  to  flag,  the  natural  cOnfe- 
^uences  of  commercial  difappointment,  and  now  the 
^Britifh  fUhery  feems  to  languifli  under  thenegleft  of  the 
legiflature.   , 

:  i,§  XXXVII.  Touching  the  trade  to  ihccoaft  of  Africa, 
petitions  were  renewed  by  the  company  and  its  creditors, 
the  merchants  of  Brtflol,  Liverpool,  and  Lancafter;  and 
a  remonftrance  was  prefented  by  the  planters  and  merchants 
intErefled  in  the  Hritifti  fugar  fcttlements  in  America  :  but 
the  ComiQons  adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  of  laying 
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open  the  trade,  mairitainlng  the  forts  it  the  publicfc  ex- 
peiife,  and  r^ulating  the  commncc  by  a  committee  of  , 
merchants,  reprefenting  the  chief  trading  towns  in  the 
kingdein,  to  be  fu  per  in  tended  by  t|]e  board  of  trade  and 
plantatitdis.  The  bill  was  accordingly  framed  and  pre- 
fented,  and  having  proceeded  through  both  Houfei  with- 
out oppofltioit,  obtained  the  royal  alTent.  Over  and  above 
tfaefe  wife,  falutary,  and  patriotick  meafures  for  the  im- 
provement of  commerce,  they  encouraged  the  importation 
of  raw  fiik  by  an  a£t,  reducing  the  duties  formerly  pay- 
able on  that  which  was  the  growth  of  China  to  the  fame 
tbatisrufedon  the  rawlilk  from  Italy,  and  allowing  the 
fame  drawback  upon  the  exportation  of  the  one  which  had 
been  ufually  granted  on'  the  other.  A  fecond  bill  was 
brought  in  for  the  encouragement  of4he  grow:th  and  culture 
of  iilk  in  Carolina  and  Georjgia,  where  it  had  htett,  lately 
produced  with  extraordinary-  fuccefi,  by  freeing  from  all 
duties  Am  which  fliould  be  imported  from  his  Majefty's 
dominions  in  America:  and  a  third  was  framed,  permit-, 
ting  raw  ftik  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Perfla,  purchafcd 
in  Ruffia,  to  be  imported  intoGteat-Britain,  from  any 
port  or  place  belonging  to  the  en>pire  of  Ruffia,  Divers 
eHbrts  were  made,  by  different  mmbers  in  the  oppoficion, 
to  reftify  certain  abufes  in  the  army  and  adminiftration: 
fome  hitls  were  brought  in,  and  feveral  petitions'  were 
lefton  the  table;  but  all  of  them  proved  abortive,  from 
the  power  and  influence  of  theminifter,  who  leemed  re- 
foIvM'thaC  no  benefit  fhould  flow  upon  the  nation  through 
any  ;channd  but  his  otvn.  Nevferthclefs,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  for  the  honour  of'his  memory,  that  there 
is  no  felfion  on  record  fo  produ<^iveas  this  was  of  meafures 
advantageous  to  the  community. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  people,  however,  were  not  entirely 
fatisfied  with  the  condu£t  of  the  admihiftration,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  fi:rment  and  commotions  raifed  during 
the  progrefs  of  an  ele^ion  for  a  citizen  to  reprefent  the  , 
trity  of  WeftminQer  in  parliament.  The  feat  which  had 
been  filled  by  Lord  Tfenth^m,  eldefi  Ton  of  Earl  Gower,' 
having 
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BOOK  bwing  beconM'vacMt,  in  confe^i^nce  of  tbu  nobUmm'a 
"  '  '  Kceptiiign  place  at  theboacd  of  Admiraltjr,  he  Rgainde- 
.1750^  tlared  hirafejf  a  candidaM,  bimI  met  with  a  violent  opyo- 
fttion.  Thofe  who  ftilcd  themrelvci  the  jndepcadeDt 
elefton  of  Weftminfter,  being  now  incenfed  to  an  uif 
common  degree  of  turbulence  by  the  interposition  of  mini- 
Aerial  influence,  determtoed  to  «ife  (heir  utm»&.«iideavoiir) 
to  baffle  the  deCgns  of  the  court,  and  at  (he  fame  time 
t^  veogefuice  on  the  hrnWy  of  Earl  Gower,  who  had- 
entirely  abandoned  the  oppoJition,  of  wtuch-he  wa» 
formerly  one  of  the  moft  refpe^ed  leaders.  With  this 
view  they  held  confultations,  agreed  to  refidatioiit,  and 
fct  up  »  pfinle  gentleman,  named  Sir  George  Vandcpnt,. 
3s  the  c;on>pctitor  of  Xxad  Trentbam,  declaring  that  they 
would  fupport  his  preten&ons  at  their  own  expenfe,  being 
the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprife  by  the  cOlntenanoe 
and  offiftance  of  the  Priitce  of  Wales  and  his  adherents. 
They  accordingly  opened  hoiifesof  DntcTtsinment  for  their 
panifane,  follicitcd  vcKea,  ciituUted  rennnftraiicn,  and' 
propagated  abu(<:  in:*  word,  they  csmvalled,  with  fur- 
prifing  fpific  and  perfeverance,  againft  the  whole  intcreft 
of  St.  James's*  Mobs  were  hind  and  prdceffioas  made 
on  huh  fides>  and  the  city  of  Weftminfler  was  filled  with 
tumult  and  u(»oar.  The  mutiial  animofity  of  the  pardea 
fecmed  every  day  to  increafe  durirtg  the  ele£liM],  and  a 
great  niHnber  of  unqualified  votes  were  prefente4  on  betb 
iides:  all  the  powers  of  inliRuaition,  oUoquy^  «nd  ridi^ 
cule  virere  edfployed  to  vil^y:aod  depreciate  beth  caodU 
dates.  At  length  the  pdj  bong  cloTed,  a  aajority  <rf 
votes  appearedja  behalf  of  Lord  Treothani :  htrt  a  fcrwtiny 
Ijeing  demanded  by  the  other  fide,,  the  ret^r^jng  offioer 
complied  with  their  requell.  The  Speaker  of  the  Lowtc 
Houfe  had  iffyed  hi*  VMtcrant  for  a  new  Writ'  of  riedion 
about  the  middle  of  November  ^  and  towftrds  the  cad  of 
February  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  at  war,  Aandii^  up,  and 
oblerviog  thet  no  return  had  yet  been  made,  thou^l 
proper  to  laayty  That,  the  cleric  of  the  crown,  the  m^ 
kogti  fxuavrdinary  attending  the  great  leal>  the  onder.^ 
fbaiS 
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flMrlffofMiddlDTex,  andihebigh-bailifforWelhuinfter,  ghap. 
fiiouM  attend  iMixt  morning,  tnd  give  >n  account  of'their  f_^^-^j 
iflittng,  M'waiag,  uti  execHting  (be  writ  of  ekdion,  i75«» 
Thefe  bring  exMnlned,  »dS  the  bigh- bailiff  declaring  th»t 
he  would  proceed  with  all  poffibte  defpatch  in  tbefcnitin^, 
which  h«d  been  demanded  and  was  begun,  Mr,  Speaker 
explained  to  him  fomt  puticulars  of  his  duty ;  in  the 
difcharge  of  which,  bewasgnen  to  underftand  be  might 
depend  upon  tbc  prote£lton  of  the  Houfe,  fltould  he  meet 
with  any  obftruflion  which  he  could  not  othcrwife  fur- 
mount.  By  the  violence  and  caprice  with  which  a  great 
number  of  votes  were  contcfled  on  both  ikies,  tbc  fcrutiny 
was  protra£ted  a  long  time,  suid  the  return  attended  witli 
fome  extraordinary  confequenceE,  which  fltalt  be  particular- 
ifed  among  the  tranfaAions  of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean' 
time,  the  pKfent  feffion  of  parliament  was  clofed  an  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  with  a  fpcech  from  the  throne,  com- 
mending the  Commons  for  having  feifed  the  very  firft 
opportunity  of  reducing  the  imercft  of  the  national  debt, 
without  the  leaft  infringement  upon  the  faith  of  parliament ; 
■nd  congratulating  tbcm  on  the  flourithing  ftate  of  the 
publick  credit,  which  could  not  fail  to  add  ftrength  and 
KpDtation  to  the  government,  both  at  home  uid  abroad. 
Immediately  after  the  riling  of  the  parliament  his  Majefly 
ikpp(»ntcd  a  r^cncy  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his  abfencc, 
and  embarked  for  the  continent,  in  order  to  vifit  hit 
German  dominions. 

§  XXXIX.  The  oionth  of  January  and  the  b^;mning 
of  Febniary  werediKtnguifhed,  the  Jirft  by  a  very  remark- 
able Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at  night  to  the  north- 
eaftj'of  a  deep  and  dulky  red  colour,  like  the  refiexion  of 
ibme  great  fire,  for  which  it  was  by  many  peo[de  nuftaken; 
and  the  corrufcations,  unlike  thole  that  are  generally 
obferved,  did  not  meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a  point  fome 
degrees  to  the  foutbward.  February  wasuQiered  in  by 
terrible  peals  of  thunder,  flalhes  of  lightning,  and  fuch  a 
tempcft  of  wind,  hail,  and  rain,  as  overwhelmed  with 
fear  and  confternation  the  ii^atHtants  of  Biiifol,  where 


.,C70oqIc 


970  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

BOOK    it  chiefly  raged.     On  the  nghtfa  day  of  the  fune  month, 

l^,-_-,^  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  afteuipon,  the  people  of 
ns^  London  wiere  ftill  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  ihock 
of  an  earthquake,  which  {hook  all  the  houfcs  with  fuch 
violence,  that  the  furniture  rocked  on  the  floors,  the 
pewter  and  porcelainc  rattled  on.  the  (helves,  the  chamber 
bells  rang,  and  the  wh<deof  this  oommotton  was  attended 
with  2  clap  or  noife  relembling  that  produced  by  the  fall 
t^  fome  heavy  pjece  of  furniture.  The  Ihock  extended 
through  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  was 
felt  on  both  lides  of  the  river  Thames,  from  Greenwich 
to  the  weftwaid  of  London ;  hut  not  perceptible  at  any 
conlidCTable  diftance.  On  th^  very  fame  day  of  the  next 
month,  between  five  and  iix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  again  affrighted  by  a 
lecond  fhock,  moreviolent  than  the  firA,  and  abundantly 
more  alarming,  as  it  waked  the  greater  part  of  the  people 
from  their  repofe.  It  was  preceded  by  a  fucceffion  of- 
thick  low  flaflies  of  lightning,  and  a  rumbling  poile,  like 
that  of  a  heavy  carriage  rolling  over  a  hollow  pavement. 
The  (hock  itfelf  confifled  of  repeated  vibrations,  which 
lafted  fome  feconds,  and  violently  (hook  every  houfe  from 
top  to  bottom.  Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the  (helves 
clattered,  the  fmall  bells  rang,  and  in  fome  places  publiclc 
clocks  were  heard  to  ftrike.  Many  pcrfons,  roufed  by  this, 
terrible  vifitation,  darted  naked  from  their  beds,  and  ran 
to  their  doors  and  windows  in  diftra^iqn :  yet  no  life  was 
loft,  and  no  houfe  overthrown  by  this  conculBon,  though 
it  was  fo-dreadful  as  to  threaten  an  immediate  diUblution 
of  the  globe.  The  circumftance,  however,  did  no.t  fail 
to  make  a  deep  imprelBon  upon  ignorant,  weak,  and 
fuperftitioua  minds,  which  were  the  more  afFefied  by  the 
confideration  that  the  two  (hoeks  were  periodical ;  that 
the  fecond,  which  happened  exa^y  one  month  after  the 
jirft,  had  been  the  more  violent}  and  that  the  next,  in- 
creafmg  in  proportion,  might  be  attended  with  the  moft 
dilmal  confequences.  This  general  notion  was  confirmed, 
and  indeed  propagated,  among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the 
admonitions 
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tdmonitions  of  a  fiinatick  Ibldier,  who  publtckljr  preached    chap. 
tip  repentance,'  ■nd  boldly  propbeiied  that  the  next  Ihock  ^    --  ,j 
would  happen  on  the  fame  day  of  April,  and  totally  dclboy       tjys 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfler.     Confidefing  the 
infi^ious  nature  of  fear  and  fuperftition,  and  the  enipbatick 
manner  in  which  the  imagination  had.  been  prepared  and 
prepofiefled,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the   predi£Uon  of  this 
illiterate  cnthufiad  (hould   have  contributed  in  a  great 
meafure  to  .augment  the  general  terrour.     The  churcbet 
were  crowded  with  penitent  fioners :   the  foni  of  riot  and 
profligacy    Were  overawed   into   fobrjety   and   decorum. 
The  ftreets  no  longer  refounded  with  execrationi,  or  the 
noil^  of  bruul  licentioufnefs ;  and  the  hand  «f  charity  > 

was  liberally  opened.  Thofe  whom  fortune  had  envied 
to  retire  from  the  devoted  city  fled  to  the  country  with 
burry  and  precipitation,  infomuch  that  the  highways  were 
encumbered  with  horfes  and  carriages.  Many  who  had, 
in  the  beginning,  combated  thefe  groumjlefs  fears  with 
the  weapons  of  reafon  and  ridicule,  began  infenfibly  to 
imbibe  the  contagion,  and  felt  their  hearts  fail,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  hour  of  probation  approached :  even  fctence 
and  philofophy  were  not  proof  againfl;  the  unaccountable 
effe^a  of  this  communication.  In  after-ages  it  will 
hardly  be  believed,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day 
of  April  the  open  fields  that  fkirC  the  metropolis  were 
filled  with  an  incredible  number  of  people,  allcmbled  in 
chairs,  in  chaifes,  and  coaches,  as  well  as  on  foot,  who 
waited  in  the  mofl  fearful  fufpenfe  until  morning  and 
the  return  of  day  diffiroved  the  truth  of  the  dreaded  pro- 
phefy.  Then  their  fears  yanifhed :  they  returned  to 
their  refpe£tive  habitations  in  a  tranfport  of  joy;  and 
were  foon  reconciled  to  their  abandoned  vices,  which  they 
feemed  to  refume  with  redoubled  affei5tion,  and  once  more 
bade  defiance  to  the  vengeance  of  heaven. 

§  XL.  By  this  time  all  the  jails  in  England  were  filled 

with  the  refufe  of  the  army  and  navy,  which  having  been 

difinifled  at   the  peace,  and  either  avcrfe^  to  labour,  or 

excluded  from  employment,  had  naturally  preyed  upon 
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tfM  eDBvmawealth*  Gtvat  iiuntberK  of  diofit  wnUher 
,  wIms  liy  proper  regjKlnioiis,  mig&t  have  beak  rmdveA 
feniotaile  to  the  C()]niininit7,  were  tfxBCUtnd  »  ocaM^R  i: 
u\A  dy  nil  perifhed  mifOaMjr,  axiidil  the  jicnch  aiut 
homMWS'af  tioi&Rie  daogeons.  Evsa  the  prHito  o(  Phrt'- 
Mlc  was  rendcnd .  fo  infeffious  by  tba  uncoaliBdn  crowd* 
•£  coifiiud  felons,  fleved  te^ether  in'  olofe  afovcAmt*!^ 
Aat  the  wry  air  they  breathed  3eq«if ed  x  psftilcntial  degree 
•f  putre&^Dn.  It  was  this  putrified  air,  \riuch>  adhere 
ii^  to  the  clothes  of  the  malc&^rs  brought  to  tnalaft 
the  bar  of  the  Old-Bailey  in  May^  produced-  among  the 
audience  a  pefiilential  fever,.  \v4)ich  infected-  Jnid  provtd 
AtalcoAe  topd-mayor  of  London^  Ovone  aldmnaiiy  two 
of  the  judges,  diveti  lawyers  who  attended  the  feffion^-  tfacf 
greateft  part  of  the  jury,  and  a  conQderabIc  number  of  tbo' 
fpeftators.  In  order  to  prevent  fuch  difaAers  for  the 
^ture,  the  jails  were  cleanfed,  and  accommodated  with 
.ventilaton,  which  exhaull  the  foul  and  fupp]y  a  circu- 
lation'of  ffffh  air;  and  other  humane  precautions  were' 
aken  for  the  benefit  of  the  prifoners. 

§  XLI,  The  affairs  of  the  continent  underwent  nb  re- 
markable alteration.  '  An  ambaf^dor  extra'ordinary  being 
ftntto  Petcrftiurgh  from  the  court  of  London,  declared" 
to  the  Czarina's  minifler,  that  incafcof  a  rtJptiii-eHct^ffCcn 
RulHa  and  Sweden,  occafioncd  by  the  hoflilitics  com- 
mitted by.thc  former  power,  his  Btitannick  Majefty  wdnl'd 
conllder  Ruffia  as  the  aggrefibr,  and  the  Czarina'conld' 
not  expert  tliat  he  would  flippiy  Her  with  the  flicconrs 
which  he  Was  engaged  by  treaty  RJ  furnifti  for  htr  defctifc, 
in  cafe  fhe  fhould  be  attacked,  A  declaration'of  the  fame-' 
nature wai  made  by  the  ambafiadour  of  her  ImtfeHal  Mk*' 
jefly  the  Qteenof  Hungary,  while  the miniftcriof  Praric*' 
and  Pruffia,  who  were' in  Rt\St  alliance  w^lh  Sweden, 
gave  her  to  underfland,  that  they  would  puhAu&Ily  fulfill- 
their  engagements  with  the  court  of  Stockholmj  ihonld 
0(e  aAually  iiivide  the  S  wedifti  torritOrles  of  Finland.  Thft' 
fpirit  with  which  the  King  of  Prtiiia  eXerttd  hitttfelf  on- 
thisoccafion  gav^infiniteumbrage  to  the  Czarinaj  w1)o,- 
indeed. 
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indeed,  expreflcd  her  rcfentment,  by  treating  the  mini-     chap. 
fter  of  Brwidenburgh  ^  with    contetnptuous  ncglefl,    and  '  ^^ 

,  even  refufed  tofavouc  him  with  an  audience,  till  he  (hould  ■7;o. 
be  vefted  with  the  character  of  ambafladour.  Thus  were 
fown  the  feeds  of  mifunderftanding  becweeii  thofe  two 
powerS)  which,  in  the  fequel,  grew  up  to  the  mofl  bitter 
animofity,  and  ferved  to  inflame  thofe  diiTentions  which 
have  defolated  the  faireft  provinces  of  Germany.  The 
remonftrance  of  his  PrulEan  Majefty  with  refpeil  to  the 
troublesof  the  North  was  couched  in  fiich, terms  as  gave 
diilatisfaaion  to  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.  The  Rufliaa 
minifter  retired  from  Berli/i  without  the  ceremony  of 
taking  leave,  and  the  Pruflian  ambaffador  Warendorf  was 
Recalled  from  the  court  of  the  Czarina. 

§  XLII.  The  aitencion  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  was 
not  wholly  engroiled  by  the  difputes  between  Ruffia  and 
Sweden.  He  had  another  object  in  view,  which  more 
nearly  concerned  the  iniercfl  of  his  German  dominions'^ 
and  had'  fet  on  foot  two  negocLations  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance to  the  commerce  and  advantage  pf  Great- Britain. 
His  Hrft  and  principal  aim  was,  in  conjuni^ion  with  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  take  fuch  meafurcs  as  would  fecure 
the  fucceffion  of  the  Imperial   dignity  to   the  Archduke 

'  Jofeph,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of  the  reigning  Emperor.  As 
the  previous  (lep  to  that  elevation,  it  was  propofed  to  eledt 
this  young  prince  King  of  the  Romans;  and  for  this 
purpofe  it  was  neceflary  to  procure  a  majority  not  only  of 
the  eleiflors,  but  atfo  in  the  diet  of  the  empije,  through 
which  thepropofal  mull  have  pafled.  No  Hone  was  left 
unturned  to  reconcile  this'expedient  to  the  German  prin-  ■. 
ces.  Subfidies  were  offered  by  the  maritime  powers  of 
£ngtand  and  the  States-General  to  the  Eledtors  of  Menti: 
and  Cologn ;  and  a  treaty  of  the  fame  nature  was  con- 
cluded wiih  the  blle^lor  of  Bavaria,  who,  in  confideratioii 
pi  afl  annual  fubfidy,  amounting  to  forty  thoufand  pounds 
jierling,  two  thirds  to  be  paid  by  Britain,  and  the  reft  bj- 
ihe  Stales- General,  engaged  to  keep  in  readinefs  a  body 
^f  fix  thoufand  infantry,  a$  auxiliaries  to  the  Maritime 

^^    Vi*.  Ui.    '  T      .  rovfcss; 
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BOOK  pcnvers,  though  not  to  aft  againft  the  Emperor  or  empire; 
,  .',  _f  ""<'  to  join  the  intereft  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in  the 
1750.  diet,  as  well  as  in  the  elefloral  college.  In  order  to  render 
the  King  of  Poland,  Elcftor  of  Saxony,  propitious  to 
this  de{ign,  he  was  accommodated  with  the  loan  of 
a  very  conriderable  fum,  upon  the  mortgage  of  certain 
bailiwicks  and  lordfhips  belonging  10  the  Saxon  dominions. 
Thus,  a  majority  of  the  eleitors  was  fccurcd,  and  fuch 
foundations  were  laid  for  the  fucccfs  of  this  projeft,  that 
it  was  generally  believed  it  would  be  accompiiflied  in  his 
Britannick  Majefty's  next  vifit  to  his  German  dominions. 
'Hopes,  it  was  faid,  were  given  to  the  King  of  Sweden, 
that  his  concurrence  would  be  gratified  by  ercfting  the 
houreof  Heffe-Caire],  of  which  he  was  head,  into  a  tenth 
ele£lorate.  Arguments  of  an  intcrefting-oature  were  ufcd 
with  the  King  of  PrulEa,  and  the  Eleflor  Palatine,  thar, 
ifpol&ble,  the  diet  might  unanimoufly  approve  of  thia 
meafure,  fo  necelTary  for  eftablifliing  the  peace  of  the 
empire,  and  preventing  fuch  trouHes  as  arofe  from  adif- 
puted  fuccejGon  at  the  death  of  Charles  the  Sixth.  Thel« 
sndeavours,  however,  did  not  fucceed  in  their  full  ex- 
tent. 

§  XLIII.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  as  Eleflor  of  Branden- 
burgh,  oppofedthe  eleSlon  as  unnecelTary  and  improper, 
on  account  of  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror, and  the  tender  years  of  the  Archduke.  This 
monarch  had  fei  himfelf  up  as  a  balance  to  the  power  of 
-  .  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  which  had  long  afpired  to  abfolutc 
dominion  over  its  co-eftates,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablifh 
an  hereditary  right  of  fuccelHon  to  the  empire :  he,  there- 
fore, employed  all  his  influence  to  fruftrate  the  meafure 
propofed,  either  a£luatedby  a  fpirit  of  pure  patriotifm,  or 
infpircd  with  defigns  which  he  had  not  yet  thought  proper 
to  declare.  The  oppofition  was  joined  by  the  Eleftor 
Palatine,  and  countenanced  by  the  French  King;  who 
protefted,  that,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  he  would  not  oppoft 
this  eleftion,  though  contrary  to  the  Golden  Bull,  pro- 
Tided  it  fhould  be  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  confcnt  of 

the 
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the  eleftoral  college  :  but,  Should  any  one  member  fignify    chap. 
his  diffent,  and  he  or  any  ftate  of  the  empire  claim  the  f 

protei^ion  and  affiftance  of  his  Moft  Chrillian  Majefty,  1750. 
he  could  not  difpenfe  with  granting  both,  in  confequence 
of  his  being  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weltphalia;  an 
engagement  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  (uccour  tbofe 
princes  and  ftates  of  the  empire  who  might  have  recourfe 
to  him,  in  cafe  of  any  grievance  they  fuiFered,  contrary  to 
-what  was  fljpulated  in  that  conftitution.  This  declaration 
co-operating  with  the  known  character  of  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  whofc  great  army  OKrawcd  Hanover  and  Bo- 
liemia,  in  all  probability  damped  that  vigour  with  which 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hcrenhaufen  had  hitherto  profe- 
cuted  this  important  negociation. 

§  XLIV.  The  fecond  objefi  that  employed  the  atteii- 
tion  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  was  the  eftablilhment  of  the 
precife  limits  of  Acadia,  or  Nova-Scotia,  whel^e  the  ne»r 
colony  had  fuf&red  great  mifchief  and  interruption  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  Indians,  excited  Co  thefe  outrages  Igr 
the  fubjefts  and  emiOaries  of  France.  CommilTaries  had 
been  appointed,  fay  both  crowns,  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
compromife  thefe  difputes  :  but  the  conferences  were  ren- 
dered abortive  by  every  art  of  cavilling,  chicanery,  and 
procraflination,  which  the  French  commifiioners  oppofed 
to  the  jufHce  and  perfpicuity  of  the  Englifh  claims.  They 
not  only  miiinterpreted  treaties,  though  exprelTed  with  , 
the  utmoft  precifroni  and  perplexed  the  conferences  with 
difficulties  and  matter  foreign  to  the  fubjed,  but  they 
-carried   the  (ineflc  of   perfidy  fo  far  as  to  produce  falfe 

-charts  and  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers  and 
boundaries  were  mifplaced   and  mifreprefented.     At  this 

■time  alfo  the  inlincerity  of  the  French  court  appeared  in 
affeded  delays  and  artful  obje3ions,  with  refpedt  to  the 
evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies;  ami 
the  governours  of  the  Britiffa  plantations,    in   different 

-parts  of   North-America,  tranfmicted  intelligence,    that 

•  th6  French  had  begun  to  make  encroachments  on  the  back 
pf  thegngUftcolgnies.  >  - 
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§  XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarioua  footing  on  which  the 
peace  flood  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at  this 
jundure,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in  Ger- 
many, determined  the  miniflry  of  England  to  Compromife 
all  differences  with  Spain,  upon  fuch  terms  as  at  any 
other  time  they  would  hardly  have  embraced.  In  order 
to  difcufs  thofe  points  between  the  two  nations,  which 
had  not  been  fettled  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
conferences  were  alfo  begun  at  Madrid,  and  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Keene,  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majcfty, 
and  Don  Jofeph  de  Carvajal  and  LancaHro,  the  Spanifh 
King's  minifter.  At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded  on' 
thefe  conditions  :  The  King  of  Spain  engaged  to  pay,  in 
three  months,  to  the  South-Sea  company  of  £ngland 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  llerling,  as  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  al). claims  upon  his  crown,  by  virtue  of  the 
Affiento.  In  other  refpei^s,  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
the  Englifb  to  the  ports  of  Spain  were  regulated  by'for- 
mer  treaties.  It  was  ftipulated,  That  they  fliould  pay  no 
other  duties  than'  thofe  that  were  exa^ed  of  them  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  of  Spain  :  That  they  Oiould  be  treated 
on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nations ;  and  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  taking  fait  at  the  ifland  of 
Tortuga.  But  there  was  no  artitle  leRii&ing  the  Spa- 
niOb  guarda-coflas  from  fearching  the  Britilh  velfels  on 
the  high  feas;  although,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
this  infolcnt  prerogative,  alTumed  without  right,  and  ex- 
ercifed  without  humanity,  was,  in  effe£t,  the  original 
and  fole  caufe  of  the  late  rupture,  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  enormous  expenfe  to  the  nation.  It 
muft  be  owned,  however,  that  his  Catholick  Majefty 
was  at  this  period  extremely  well  difpofed  to  live  upon 
good  terms  with  Great-Britain.  He  was  refolved  to  in- 
dulge his  people  with  the  blelSngs  of  peace,  to  propagate 
a  fpirit  of  induflry  throughout  bis  dominions,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  forefaw  would 
prove  a  much  more  certain  and  jncxhauftible  fourcc  of 
ffp^lth,  power,  apd  influence,  thaij  all  the  UWfuies  fi?  could 
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iiz\a  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  His  refolu- 
tions  on  this  inlercfting  fubje£t  were  chiefly  diret^ed  by 
Don  Ricardo  Wall>  who  now  a^ed  as  his  minifter  at 
London  ;  a  gentleman  of  Irifh  extra^,  who  had  diftinr 
guifhed  himfdf  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and 
pofleffed  the  joint  qualifications  of  a  general  and  a  ftatef- 
man.  He  bad,  by  virtue  of  a  paflport,  come  over  pri- 
vately to  England  before  the  peai;e,  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  treaty,  by  a  fecret  negociation  with  the  Eng- 
lilh  minifiers;  but,  immediately  after  the  peace  was  pro- 
claimed, he  appeared  in  the  chatailer  of  ambafladour. 
He  was  poflefled  of  the  moft  infinuating  addrefs,  Ihrewd, 
penetrating,  and  inquifitive.  While  he  refided  in  Lon- 
don, he  fpared  no  pains  in  learning  the  nature  of 
thofe  manufaftures,  and  that  commerce,  by  which  Great- 
Britain  had  been  fo  remarkably  aggrandized  ;  and  on  his 
return  to  Spain,  where  in  a  little  time  he  was  placed  at 
the  R'elm  of  affairs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he  had  thus 
acquired  to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not  only 
promoted  the  ufeful  arts  within  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
but  demonftrated  the  infinite  advantage  that  would  accrue 
from  an  aflive  trade,  which  the  Spaniards  had  for  many 
ages  neglected  i  and  in  a  few  years  their  fliips  were  fecn 
to  fwarm  in  all  the  commercial  ports  of  Europe.  Of 
other  foreign  events  which  diftingutfhed  this  fummer, 
the  moll  ,remarkable  was  the  death  of  John  King  of 
Portugal,  who  perfectly  underftood,  and  fleadily  purfued, 
the  true  interefis  of  his  country,  and  in  whom  many 
princely  qualities  were  debafed  by  a  cruel  fpirit  of  bigot- 
ry and  fuperftition.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldelt 
fon  Jofeph,  who,  if  he  has  fallen  fliort  of  his  father  in 
fome  refpe£ts,  cannot  be  juflly  charged  with  having  in- 
herited this  paternal  weaknefs. 

§  XLVI.  The  King  of  Great-Britain,  having  returned 
to  England,  opened  the  fellion  of  parliament  in  January 
with  a  fpeech,  importing.  That  he  had  concludeti  a 
treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and  amicably  adjulled 
fuch  differences  as  could  not  be  fo  properly  compronHfed 
T3  in 
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BOOK    in  a  general  treaty:   That  the  commerce  of  this  nation 

.  ^ '  i'  ^  .  with  that  country  was  rc-eftablithed  upon  the  moft  ad- 
1750.  vantageous  and  furc  foundations  j  and  that  there  was  the 
grcateft  reafon  to  hope  the  ancient  friendftiip  between 
Great-Britain  and  Spain  would,  ftom  mutual  inclinadoa 
as  well  as  intcreft',  be  now  cScflually  rcftored.  He  tt^d 
them,  That,  in  conjun^itm'  with  the  Emprefs-Queen 
and  the  States- General,  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria ;  and  was  employed  in  talcing  fuch 
further  mcafures  as  might  heft  tend  to  ftrcngthen  and 
£ecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  fupport  its  fyftem^ 
and  timely  anticipate  fuch  events  as  had  been  found  hy 
experience  to  endanger  the  comthon  caufe,  involve  Eu- 
rope in  tte  calamities  of  war,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of 
much  blood  and  treafurc  to  thefe  kingdoms.  He promiftd, 
that  both  tbcfe  treaties  {hould  befubjedled  to  their  perufal  : 
he  gave  them  to  underhand,  Thai  he  had  received  from 
all  the  other  contrading  powers  in  tHe  definitive  treaty 
of  Aix-la-Cbapelle  the  moft  full  and  clear  declarations 
cf  their  refoJution  to  preferve  the  general  peace;  and 
that  he  had  taken  care  to  confolidate  the  tics  of  union 
and  friendfliip  between  him  and  his  allies,  the  better  to 
fccure  their  mutual  interefts,  maintain  the  peace  already 
fubfifting,  and  prevent  the  occafion  pf  any  future  rupture. 
Finally,  he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement 
of  commerce,  and  the  effedtual  fuppteffion  of  fuch  out- 
rages and  violences  as  are  inconfiftent  with  good  order 
and  government,  and  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of 
the  fubjefl,  whofe  happinefs  and  ilouriftung  condition  he 
had  entirely  at  heart. 

§  XLVII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  addre& 
of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  that  favoured  of  the  moft 
implicit  complaifance,  approbation,  and  acquiefcence  in 
the  meafures  which  the  crown  had  taken,  the  Earl  of 
Eg — 1»  and  fome  other  an  tl- courtiers,  affirmed,  that  fuch 
an'addrefs  would  be  equally  fervile  and  abfurd.  They 
obferved.  That  nothing  could  be  more  prepoftcrous  than 
A  blind  approbation  of  meafures  which  they  did  not  kuow  r 

That 
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That  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their  con- 
gratulations on  the  prcfcnt  h;^py  tranquillity,  when  al- 
moft  every  day's  news-papers  informed  them  of  fome 
British  {hip's  being  feifed  by  the  Spaniards,  or  fome  new 
Mtack  made  by  the  French  on  our  infant  colony  in  Nova- 
Scotia.  With  refpcft  to  the  continent  gf  Europe,  they 
affirmed.  That  the  tranquillity  of  Germany  would  have 
been  upon  a  much  morefolid  foundation,  had  England 
never  -interpofed  in  the  affairs  of  the  Empire :  in  that 
cafe  the  princes  would  of  themfelves  have  fupported  the 
conftitution  of  their  own  country :  That  the  elctSion  of 
an  infant  for  king  of  the  Romans  was  mucl)  mqre  likely 
to  difturb  than  eftablifli  the  uanquiltity  oF Europe;  bc- 
caufe  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of  the 
Empire,  by  rendering  the  imperial  dignity  hereditary  in 
one  houfe,  inftead  of  being  the  refult  of  a  free  election. 
They  took  notice,  that  the  conftitution  had  provided 
vicars  to  govern  the  Empire  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
Imperial  throne  j  but  bad  made  no  provifion  of  regents, 
prote^ors,  or  guardians  for  a  minor  emperor,  becaufc  it 
was  never  fuppofed  that  a  minor  would  be  chofen.  Thejr 
inveighed  againft  the  late  treaty  with  Spain ;  in  which', 
they  laid,  the  miniftry,  for  the  paultry  fum  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  had  given  up  the  claims  of  the  South- 
Sea  company^  and  other  SritiOi  merchants,  who  had 
fuffeied  from  depredations  to  the  amount  of  one  million 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  bartered  away  the 
freedom  of  our  trade  and  navigation,  by  leaving  untouched 
that  prert^ative  which  the  Spaniards  have  alTumed  of 
fearching  the  Britilh  Clips  in  the  open  Teas,  and  conlif- 
cating  them,  fhould  they  find  on  board  the  leaft  particje 
of  what  they  called  contraband  merchandife.  They  pro- 
duced an  inftance  of  an  Englifti  Ihip,  lately  driven  by 
ftrfla  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanilh 
Weft-Indies,  where  Die  was  fearched,  feifed,  and  con- 
demned, under,  this  pretenfe.  They  re- cap  i  tula  ted  the 
conduA  of  the  French,  who,  in  the  midft  of  their  de- 
clarations of  peace  and  moderation*  were  ftill  employed 
T  4  in 
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BOOK  in  fortifying  their  fet dements  on  the  neutral  Iftancb,  at 
y_  '  r  well  as  in  harraffing  and  encroaching  upon  our  plantatioiu 
1750.  in  North-America.  They  exclaimed  againll  the  treaty 
of  fubfidy  with  the  Eledar  of  Bavaria,  or  any  other  prince 
in  time  of  peace;  obferring,  that  for  fome  years  the 
nation  bad  paid  fach  penfions  to  the  Danes  and  the 
HelBans  ;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  the  latewar  the  former 
abandoned  our  intereftis,  and  the  latter  adtiaUy  took  anni 
againft  Great- Britain.  They  affirmed,  that  the  fubfidy 
was  greater  than  the  nation  could  fpaie ;  for,  unleTs  the 
land-tax  fhould  be  continued  atfourfhiilingBinthe  pound, 
they  could  not  afford  a  fliilling  to  any  prince  in  Germany, 
without  encroaching  upon  the  finking  fund,  *<Atfuch 
"  a  jun£ture  (faid  a  certain  member)  viH  any  genttcmaa 
. "  prefume  to  propi^e  the  continuatioa  of  fuch  an  im* 
<*  pofition  on  the  land-holder,  for  the  fake  of  bribing 
"  the  princes  of  Germany  to  do  what  f — — 40  preferve 
**  the  freedom  and  independency  of  their  native  country. 
*'  I  fay,  princes  oC  Germany,  bccauie  this  fubfi- 
"  dy  to  Bavaria  will  ligntfy  nothing,  unlefs  we  take 
«  half  a  fcore  more  of  them  into  our  pay ;  and  when  wc 
*'  have  thus  indulged  them  for  feven  years  of  peace,  they 
"  may  give  us  the  ii'ip,  as  others  have  done,  whenever 
*'  another  war  Ihall  be  declared."  Agiinft  thefe  objeSiont 
the  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  at  this  time 
an  advocate  for  the  miniftry.  He  obferved,  That  the  addrefi 
was  no  more  than  the  ufual  compliment  to  the  thnuie,  which 
did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  parliament  to  approve 
of  meafures  which  they  might  find  caufe  to  ceofure  upon 
further  enquiry.  He  faid,  the  trivial  difputes  ftill  fubfift- 
ing  between  this  nation  and  the  Spaniards,  or  French, 
would  foon  be  terminated  amicably,  and  could  never 
afFe£t  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  which  was  to 
be  ellablifhcd  upon  a  firm  alliance  between  his  Majefty 
and  fuch  a  confederacy  upon  the  continent  as  would  be 
an  over-match  for  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  expatiated 
upon  his  Majefty's  wifdom  in  taking  olT  frwn  the  French 
inteiefi  fuch  a  powerful  prtncc  as  the  Ele€tox  of  Bavaria. 

and 
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and  conurtiog  other  (klutafy  meafures  for  preferving  tlitf  chap. 
balance  of  power  on  the  coatinent.  He  defended  the  arti-  ^  _ '  f 
cles  of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain ;  obfeiving,  that  what  ]7S<>* 
remained  irf  the  Afliento  contract  was  a  matter  of  very 
little  confcquence  to  the  South-Sea  company ;  that  the 
demands  of  this  company,  and  other  Britifh  mecchants^ 
were  all  cancelled  by  the  luptufe  with  Spain,  and  mora 
than  recompenfed  to  the  nation  by  a  great  balance  of  cap- 
tures during  the  war,  as  well  as  by  the  great  tiafficlc  carried 
on  with  the  SpaniOi  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
after  it  had  been  laid  open  by  the  demolition  of  their 
fortrcfles.  He  afTcrted,  that  by  this  treaty  the  court  of 
Spain  had  made  many  important  conceffions :  they  had 
condefcended  to  pay  a  great  Aim  to  the  South-Sea  company: 
they  had  confented  to  the  re-eftabllQiment  of  the  Britifli 
trade  in  Spain,  upon  a  very  advantageous  and  folid  footing, 
by  ;^recing  that  the  fubjei^s  of  Grcat-Britakt  fbould 
pay  no  other  duties  on  merchandife  than  thofe  exa^ed 
.of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  own  fubje£ts,  and  to  abolifh 
all  innovations  that  had  been  introduced  into  the  commerce. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  article  of  No  Search  was  a  ftipulation 
which  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  to  infift  upon ;  and 
thought  proper  to  obviate  a  reproach  which  he  forefaw 
the  (^polUion  would  throw  upon  htm,  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  having,  upon  a  former  occalion,  heartily 
concurred  in  a  motion  for  an  addrefs,  That  no  treaty  of 
peace  with  Spain  Ihould  be  admitted,  unlefs  fuch  a  ftipu- 
lation fhould  be  firft  obtained  as  a  preliminary.  He  owned 
be  had  ftrenuoufly  contended  for  fuch  a  motion,  becaufe 
at  that  time,  being  very  young  and  fanguine,  he  thought 
it  right  and  reafonable :  but  he  was  now  ten  years  older, 
had  confidered  matters  more  coolly,  and  was  convinced 
that  the  privilege  of  No  Search,  with  rcfpedi  to  Britifh 
vefiels  failing  near  the  American  fhore,  would  never  be 
obtained,  unlefs  Spain, fhould  be  brought  fo  low  as  to 
3C«jujefce  in  any  terms  we  as  viflors  might  propofe.  He 
likewife  fignified  his  conviftion,  that  all  addrefl~es  from 
tb^Houfeof  Commons,  during  the  couife  of  a  war,  for 
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BOOK     prercribing  terms  of  peace,  were  in  themfelvei  lidiculoui  { 

^_  '  .  and  thw  every  fuch-  addrers  was  an  encroachment  on  the 
1750-  King's  prerogative,  which  bad  always  been  attended  with 
unlucky  confequences.  How  fat  there  arguments  are 
fatisfadlory,  conclufive,  and  confiftent,  we  fatW  leave 
to  the  re»ler's  determination.  Certain  it  is,  they  were 
adopted  by  the  majority,  and  die  addrefs  was  prefented 
without  further  oppofition. 

§  XLVIII.  The  two  grand  committees  appointed  to 
difcufs  the  fupplies  for  the  enAiing  year,  and  die  fundi 
upon  which  they  were  to  be  ratfed,  proceeded,  as  ufua), 
under  the  diredion  of  the  miniftryi  yet  not  without 
fome  vehement  oppolttlon,  in  which  certain  feivanti  of 
the  crown  expreffiid  the  moft  hearty  concurrence.  When 
a  motion  was  made  for  reducing  the  number  of  teamen  to 
eight  thoufand,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  Mr.  LyticltoD,  and  Mr, 
G.  Grenville,  opixifed  it  with  all  their  might  of  argument 
and  elocution ;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  Annual  de^ 
.  bates  were  alfo  revived,  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  upon 
the  number  of  troops  conftituting  the  ftanding  army ; 
but  (he  other  refolutions  of  the  grand  committees  met 
with  little  or  no  oppofition.  The  number  of  feamen  for 
the  enfuing  year  was  limited  to  eight  thoufand  ;  and  that 
of  the  {landing  forces  continued  at  el^teen  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  effeflivc  men,  including 
"  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  invalids.  The 
Commons  granted  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  for  pay- 
ing off  the  principal  of  fuch  redeemable  ftoclcs  as  had  not 
been  fubfcribed,  in  purfuance  of  two  a£^s  pafled  in  the 
laft  felTion  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  annuities.  Thirty 
thoufand  pounds  were  given  for  fulfilling  the  King's  en- 
gagement with  the  Eleflor  of  Bavaria  :  large  grants  were 
made  for  fupplying  deficiencies,  and  replacing  fums  bor- 
rowed from  the  fin  king-fund.  The  expenfe  incurred  by 
the  new  colony  in  Nova-Scotia,  not  provided  for  bjr 
parliament,  exceeded  fifty-feven  thoufand  pounds;  and 
the  maintenance  of  it  for  the  enfuJng  year  was  fixed  at 
fifty-three  thoufand  nine-hundred  and  twenty-feven 
pounds, 
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pounds,  fourteen  {hillings,  and  four-pence.  An  enor- 
mous charge !  if  we  confider  to  how  little  purpofe  all 
this  bounty  W3S  bcftowcd.  A  fund '  was  cllablifhed  un- 
der the  fandion  of  parliament,  for  the  relief  and  main- 
tenance of  the  widows  of  fea-officers,  by  allowing,  upon 
the  books  of  every  (hip  of  war  in  fea-pay,  the  wages  and 
visuals  of  one  man  for  every  hundred  of  which  the  com- 
plement fliall  confifV,  for  fuch  time  only  as  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy  fliall 
not  exceed  twenty  thoufand.  This  was  an  additional  in- 
dulgence, over  and  above  the  allowance  of  one  man 
granted  by  a  former  aft  of  parliament.  On  the  whole, 
the  provifions  of  this  year  amounted  to  five  millions 
one  hundred  twenty-five  thoufand  twenty-three  pounds, 
eleven  fhillings  and  feven-p^nce,  to  be  raifed  by  theufual 
duties  :  the  fum  of  one  million  twenty-fix  thoufand  four 
hundred  fcven-fix  pounds,  four  OiiUings,  and  fix-pence,  ad- 
vanced by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  pay  off  their  own  un- 
fubfcribed- annuities,  for  which  they  accepted  Exchequer- 
bills  at  three  percent,  intereft;  by  the  land-tax  at  three 
fliillings  In  the  pound ;  a  lottery  and  annuities,  at  the  rate 
of  three  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  be  charged  on  the  fink- 
ing-fund,  redeemable  by  parliament.  The  annual  meafure 
called  the  mutiny-bill  was  not  palTcd  without  difpute  and 
altercation :  fome  alterations  were  propofed,  but  not 
adopted ;  and  the  fentences  of  court-maitials  Hill  fubjefted 
to  one  rcvifion. 

§  XLIX.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  deliberations  the 
kingdom  was  alarmed  with  an  event  which  overwhelmed 
the  people  with  gricjf  and  confternation.  His  royal  bigh- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  confequence  of  a  cold  caught 
in  his  garden  at  Kew,  was  feifed  with  a  pteurettck  difor- 
der;  and,  after  a  fhort  illnds,  expired  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  March,  to  the  unCpeakable  afflii9ion  of  his  roya! 
confort,  and  the  unfeigned  forrow  of  all  who  wiOied 
well  to  their  country.  This  excellent  prince,  who  now 
died  in  the  forty^fifth  year  of  his  age,  was  pofleficd  of 
every  amiable  quality  which  could  engage  the  afieiftion 
of  the  people:  a  tender  and  obliging  hulband,  a  fond  pa- 
rent. 
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BOOK    teatf  a  kind  maft^r,    liberal,  generous,  caDdid,  and  hil" 

■  '    f  mane  j  a  munificent  patron   of  the  arts,  an   unwearied 

■  J7S0.      friend  to  merit;  well  difpofed  to  affcrt  the  rights  of  man- 

kind in  general,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain.  The  nation  could  not  but  be  affli^ed  at 
feeing  a  prince  of  fuch  expedations  raviOied  from  their 
hopes ;  and  their  grief  was  the  better .  founded,  as  the 
King  had  already  attained  to  an  advanced  age,  and  the 
heir  apparent,  George,  now  Prince  of  Wales,  was  a 
An.  1751.  minor. 

§  L.  His  Majefty,  forefeeing  all  the  tnconveniencies 
which  might  arife  from  a  minority,  deliberated  with  his 
council  on  this  fubjed,  and  refolved  to  obtain  a  parlia- 
mentary fanflion  for  the  meafures  judged  neceflary  to 
Secure  the  fucceffion.  With  this  view  he  fent  a  meJTage  to 
both  Houfes  on  the  twentyfixth  day  of  April,  importing. 
That  nothing  could  conduce  fo  much  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  proteftant  fucceffion  in  his  royal  family,  as  proper 
provifions  for  the  tuition  of  the  pcrfon  of  his  fuccellbr,  and 
for  the  regular  adminiftration  of  the  government,  in  cafe 
the  fucceflbr  Ihould  be  of  tender  years :  bis  Majefty,  there- 
fore, earneflly  recommended  this  weighty  alFair  to  the  de< 
liberation  of  parliament;  and  propofcd,  that  when  the 
imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms  fhould  defcend  to  any  of 
the  late  prince's  fons,  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  his  mother,  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  fliould 
be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
until  he  fhould  attain  the  age  of  majority,  with  fuch  powers 
and  limitations  as  Ihouid  appear  necelTary  and  expedient  for 
thefe  purpofes.  This  mefTage  produced  a  very  afFeSionace 
addrefs,  promifing  to  take  the  aifair  into  their  ferious  con- 
fideration;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  adminiftration  of  government,  in  cafe  the 
crown  fliould  defcend  to  a  minor.  The  bill  was-  read  a 
fecondtime,  and  committed,  when  a  fecond  melTage  ar- 
rived from  his  Majefty,  recommending,  to  their  confider- 
ation  the  fetclement  of  fuch  a  council  of  regency  as  the 
bill  propofed,  confifling  of  his  royal  faighneis  the  Duke 
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or  Cumberland,  who  at  that  time  ccMnmanded  the  army,  chap. 
the  Archbiflibp  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  ^  '  _, 
Lord-High  Treafurer,  or  firft  lord  commiffioncr  of  the  1751, 
Treafury,  the  Frefident  of  the  Council,  the  Lord  Privy- 
Seal,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great-Britain,  or  firft 
commlffioner  of  the  Admiralty,  the  two  principal  Secre- 
tarie;:  of  State,  and  the  l^ord  Chief  Juftjce  of  the  King's- 
Bench,  all  ihefe  great  officers,  except  his  royal  highnels 
the  Duke,  for  the  time  being.  This  bill  did  not  pafs 
through  the  Lower  Houfe  without  violent  debate  and  bitter 
iarcafms.  The  council  of  regency,  though  efpoufed  by 
all  the  miniHry,  including  the  paymaAer-general,  met 
with  fierce '  oppofition,  as  an  unnecefTary  and  fatal  re- 
ftri£lion,  that  would  impede  the  machine  of  government, 
9nd,  as  the  council  was  conllituted,  might  beprodudive 
of  the  moft  pernicious  confequenccs.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers ventured  even  to  infinuate  the  danger  of  leaving  at  the 
head  of  a  large  finding  army  a  prince  of  the  blood,  vefted 
with  a  fliare  of  the  regency,  poiTefled  of  great  perfonal 
influence,  the  darling  of  the  foldiery,  brave,  popular,  and 
enterprifing;  fuppofed  not  wholly  devoid  of  ambition, 
and  not  at  all  remarkable  forany  fympcoms  of  extraordinary 
afFeiSion  towards  the  perfon  of  the  heir  apparent.  The 
hiftory  of  Englandwas  ranfacked  for  invidious  inftancea 
of  royal  uncles  and  regents,  who  had  injured  the  fove- 
reigns,  and  diflrefTed  the  government,  by  their  pride, 
cruelly,  and  ambition.  The  charafters  of  John  Lackland, 
and  John  of  Ghent,  Humphrey  and  Richard  Dukes  of 
Glouceller,  were  called  in  review,  canvalTed,  compared, 
and  quoted,  with  fame  odious  applications  :  but  the  ma- 
jority, being  convinced  of  the  loyally,  virtue,  integrity, 
and  great  abilities  of  his  royal  highnefs,  to  whom  the 
nation  owed  obligations  of  the  mofl  important  nature,  palTciJ 
the  bill  with  a  few  amendments,  in  which  the  Lords  ac- 
quiefced  }  and  in  a  little  time  it  received  the  royal  fandlion. 
§  LI.  The  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  fatal  to  3 
^ill  which  had  been  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  naturalizing  all  foreign  prolellants  who  fliould  fettle 
f^ithin  the  dominions  of  Qreat-Britain.  Political  ariihmc- 
5  ticians 
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ticians  have  gener^ly  taken  it  for  granted,  that  to  erery 
,  commercial  nation  an  increafe  of  people  is  an  increafe  ot 
Opulence ;  and  this  maxim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  fuppo- 
iition  that  every  individual  is  induftrious,  and  that  there  is 
a  fufficient  field  for  employment ;  but  all  thefe  general 
maxims  ought  to  be  received  under  certain  qualificatidns. 
When  all  branches  of  manufafture  are  overftocked,  an 
addition  of  workmen  will  doubtlefs  be  an  additional  incum- 
brance on  the  community.  In  the  debates  which  this 
bill  produced,  the  members  of  the  miniftry  were  divided 
among  themfelves.  The  meafure  was  enforced  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  W.  Pittj  and  Mr.  Lyt- 
telton  J  and  in  oppofing  It  the  Earl  of  Egmont  was  joined 
by  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  at  war.  Petitions  and  counter- 
petitions  were  prefented  by  the  merchants  of  London, 
Briflot,  and  other  trading  towns  of  the  kingdom.  All 
merchants  and  traders  of  foreign  extra£tion  exerted  them- 
felves vigoroufly  in  its  behalf,  and  it  was  without  douBt 
countenanced  by  the  adminiftration  ;  but  the  projefl  was 
odious  to  the  people  in  general.  The  Lord-Mayor,  alder- 
men, and  commons  of  London,  in  common- council 
afTembled,  compofed  a  remonftrance  to  the  Lower  Houf^ 
fetting  forth  the  danger  and  inutility  of  a  general  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreign  proteftants.  A  petition  of  the  merchants  , 
and  principal  inhabitants  of  Briflol  reprefented  that  fucba 
law  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
this  kingdom,  by  preventing  many  induftrious  artificers 
from  procuring  a  fufficient  fupport  for  themfelves  and  theit 
families,  and  of  conri::quence  increafing  the  rates  df  the 
poor;  that  the  introduction  of  fuch  a  number  of  foreigners, 
inftead  of  being  a  fupport  to  the  prcfent  happy  eftablifli- 
ment,  might  endanger  the  Very  bafis  of  our  conflitution  : 
that  it  would  greatly  tend  to  the  dimioiition  of  our  manu- 
fa£lures,  as  many  llrangers  would  doubtlefs  come  and  reflde 
in  England  foratimb,  in  order  to  learn  the  methods  and  ma- 
nagement of  ourinanufa£^urer$  and  artificers  i  and,  after  hav- 
ing obtained  this  inflruflion,  return  to  their  native  coun- 
tries, where  they  would  eflablifh  and  carry  on  works  of  the 
lame  nature.  1  he  ttventieth  day  of  March  being  appointed 
5  ~  for 
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for  the  tbitd  reading  of  the  bill,  it  was  poftponed,  incoflfe-  chap. 
quence  of  the  unfbctunate  death  of  thePrince  of  Wales;  and  .  -'  j 
other  petitions  from  different  cities  of  the  kingdom  being  >7$i- 
ttiuAered  againft  it  in  the  fequeJ,  the  miniftry  did  not  think 
proper  to  perfift  in  an  unpopular  meafurc  at  fuch  a  delicate 
conjundur^i  fo  the  bill  was  no  more  brought  upon  the 
carpet.  Divers  other  regulations,  relating  to  civil  policy 
as  well  as  to  the  commerce  of  Gieat-Britainf  were  pro- 
pounded in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  thefe  propolal* 
proved  abortive,  either  becaufe  they  appeared  crude  and 
Indigelled  in  themfelves,  or  the  Houfe  could  not  obtain 
proper  information  touching  the  allegations  they  contained. 
^  Lll.  There  were  no  other  tranfadtions  in  this  feJGon 
except  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes  in  ftigmatifing  a 
printed  paper,  intitutled  "  X^onflitutional  Queries,  earneQ* 
•'  ly  recommended  to  the  feriouG  confideracion  of  every 
*'  true  Briton  ;"  and  the  fteps  taken  by  the  Commons,  in 
confequence  of  the  commotions  occafioned  by  the  Weft- 
minfter  election.  The  aborementloned  paper,  which  had 
been  conveyed  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  Houfes, 
was  communicated  to  the  Lords  in  the  month  of  January 
by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  for  refolutions 
againfl  it  as  a  feditious  libel,  and  that  the  concurrence  of 
the  Commons  might  be  defired.  A  conference  accordingly 
Cnfued,  and  both  Houfes  concurred  in  voting  the  paper  a 
falfe,  malicious,  fcandalous,  infamous,  and  feditious  libel, 
containing  the  moll  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable 
calumnies  and  indignities  upon  his  Majefly,  and  the  molt 
prefumptuous  and  wicked  infinuations  that  ourlaws,  liber- 
ties, and  properties,  and  the  excellent  conllitution  of  this 
kingdom,  were  in  danger  under  his  Majefty's  legal,  mild, 
and  gracious  government,  with  intent  to  inftill  groundlefs 
fufpicions  and  jealoiifies  into  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's 
good  fubjeifis,  and  to  alienate  their  affedl ions  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  royal  family.  It  was,  therefore,  refolved  by 
the  Lords  fpicilual  and  temporal  and  Commons  in  parlia- 
mcnt  affembled.  That,  in  abhorrence  and  deteflation  of 
fuch  abominable  and  feditious  practices,  the  paper  flioutd 
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S  o  o  K    be  burnt  b^  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  in  the  new 

^__^^  Palace-yanlofWeftminfter;  and  this  rentencewasexecuted 
J751.  accordingly.  Then  they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  deliring  that  the  moft  efFeSual  means  might  be  taken 
for  difcovCTing  the  author,  printer,  or  publiflier,  that  he 
or  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment.  Direc- 
tions were  given  for  this  purpofe;  but  without  elFed.  Thole 
concerned  in  writing,  printing,  and  circulating  the  paper 
had  ai^ed  with  fuch  caution,  that  not  one  of  them  w» 
ever  difcovered. 

§  LIII.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commons  with  refpeA 
to  the  eledion  of  a  burgefs  for  Weftminfter  were  attended 
with  fome  extraordinary  circumftances,  which  we  ihall 
now  record,  for  the  edification  of  thofe  who  pique  them- 
felves  on  the  privileges  of  a  Britilh  fubjei^.  We  have 
alicady  obferved,  that  a  majority  appearing  on  the  poll  for 
Lord  Ircncham,  the  adherents  of  the  other  candidate.  Sir 
George  Vandeput,  demanded  a  fcrutiny,  which  was  granted ' 
by  the  high-baililF  ofWeQminfter,  the  returning  officer, 
Duringthis  tedious  invellrgation,  which  rolled  chiefly  on  the 
qualification  of  voters,  heai51ed  with  fuch  addrefs  and 
feeming  candour  as  gave  entire  fatisfadion  to  both  particti 
till  at  length  he  determined  in  favour  of  Lord  Trentham, 
whom  he  returned  as  duelyeleded.  Thofe  who  ftited  them- 
fetves  the  independent  eleftors  did  not  acquiefce  in  thit 
determination  without  clamour,  reproach,  menaces,  and 
riot.  They  taxed  IVIr  Leigh,  the  high-bailiS',  with  par- 
tiality and  injuAice  :  they  loudly  affirmed,  that  niiniiterisl 
JnHuence  had  been  ufed  in  the  moll  fcandalous  manner; 
and,  finally,  joined  Sir  George  Vandeput  in  a  petition  to 
the  Lower  Houle,  complaining  ot  an  undue  ele^on  and 
return  of  a  member  for  the  city  of  Weftminfter.  The 
Commons,  inftead  of  enquiring  into  the  merits  of  thefe  pe- 
titions, ordered  them  to  lie  upon  the  table  j  ^nd,  without 
any  complaint  from  any  perfon  whatever,  a  motion  wai 
made,  that  Leigh,  the  high-bailiif,  {hould  attend  the  Houfe 
immediately,  in  order  to  make  them  acquaijited  with  what 
be  bad  done  in  purfuance  o/  the  diie^ions  he  had  forpierly 
received 
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received  from  that  Houfc,  touching  the  execution  of  the 
writ  for  eledling  a  new  member  to  reprefent  the  city  of 
Weftminftcr.  Asthiamotionhad  been  preconcerted,  Li 
was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and  immediately  caSled  into 
theHoufe  tobe  examined  on  this  fubjeft.  Having,  in  the 
courfc  of  his  examination,  alledged  that  the  eleftion  had 
been  protrafted  by  aiFetaed  delays,  he  was  afked  by  whom, 
and  by  what  means;  but,  before  he  could  anfwer,  the 
Earl  of  Egmont,  interpofing,  objeiied  to  the  queftion  as 
improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day.  A  debate 
immediately  enfued,  in  which  the  impropriety  of  the  que- 
ftion was  demonftrated  by  Mr.  Henley,  now  lord. keeper. 
Dr.  Lee,  and  fome  others,  the  moft  fenflble  and  moderate 
members  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  they  were  oppofed  with  great 
violence  by  Lord  Vifcount  Corke,  Henry  Fox,  Efq.  Sir 
-  William  Yonge,  Colonel  Lyilelton,  and  the  weight  of 
the  miniftry  ;  fo  that  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day 
V»  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  high- bailiff  required  to 
aiifwer  the  queflipn.  Thus  interrogated,  he  declared 
that  he  had  been  impeded  in  the  fcrutiny,  and  maltreated, 
by  Mr.  Crowle,  who  had  adted  as  counfel  for  Sir  George 
Vandeput,  by  the  Honourable  Alexander  Murray,  brother 
to  Lord  Elibank,  and  one  Gibfon,  an  upholfterer,  who  had 
been  very  aftive,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his  endeavours 
to  pr6mote  the  intereft  of  Sir  George  Vandeput,  or  rather 
to  thwart  the  pretenfions  of  the  other  candidate,  who  was 
fuppofed  to  be  coantenanced  by  the  miniftry.  Thefe 
three  perfons,  thus  accufed,  were  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe,  ndtwithftanding  the  ftrenuous  remonftrances  of 
f«veral  members,  who  oppofed  this  method  of  proceeding, 
as  a  fpecics  of  opprelSon  equally  arbitrary  and  abfurd. 
They  oblerved,  that,  as  no  complaint  bad  been  preferred, 
they  had  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affair :  that 
if  any  undue  influence  had  been  ufed,  it  would  na- 
turally appear  vi^hen  the  merits  of  the  election  Ibould 
fall  under  their  enquiry:  that  a  complaint  having  been 
lodged  already  againft  the  returning  officer,  it  was  their 
duty  to  inveftigate  his  conduct,  and  puniOi  him,  if  he 
-  Vol.  IIL  U  fliould 
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BOOK    fliotild  be  found   delinquent;  but  that  nothing  could  b« 

^,  '^  f  more  flagrantly  unjuft,  and  apparently  partial,  than  their 
1751.  neglecting  the  petitions  of  the  other  candidate  and  ele^ors, 
and  encouraging  the  high-bailiff,  who  ilood  charged  with 
iniquity,  to  recriminate  upon  his  accufers,  that  they  might 
be  difabled  from  giving  evidence  on  the  enquiry  into  the 
merits  of  the  eleflion.  Wtiat  difference  is  it  to  the  fub- 
jctS,  whether  he  is  opprefled  by  an  arbitrary  prince,  or  by 
ihe  defpoticic  infolence  of  a  miniflerial  majority  i  Mr. 
Crowie  alledged,  in  his  own  vindication,  thathe  had  been 
employed  as  a  counfel  by  the  eleftors  of  Weltminfter,  aqd 
attended  the  fcrutiny  in  that  character;  that  after  thehigh- 
bailifFhad,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fenion,  received  the 
order  of  the  Houfe  to  expedite  the  election,  he  hurried  on 
the  fcrutiny  with  fuch  precipitation  as,  he  apprehended, 
was  unjult,  and  prejudicial  lo  his  clients ;  that,  in  this 
apprehenfion,  he  (Mr.  Crowie}  infilled  upon  the  high- 
bailifTs  proceeding  with  more  deliberation,  andinfodoing 
he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his  employers.  Some  evi- 
dence being  examined  againit  him,  declared  he  had  not 
only  protraiS\ed  the  fcrutiny,  but  alfo  fpoken  difrefpcdful 
words  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  he  was,  therefore,  repri- 
manded on  his  Icnees  by  the  Speaker,  and  difcharged. 

§  LIV^,  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having  utter- 
ed fome  threatening  and  affrontive  cxpreflions,  the  Houfe 
adjourned  the  confidcration  of  this  affair  for  fome  days,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  Mr.  Murray  was  to  be  heard  by 
his  counfel :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  they  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  into  cuftody  by  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the 
Houfe,  This  ftep,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a 
warm  oppofition  by  fome  of  the  moft  fedate  and  intelligent 
members  of  the  Houfe,  who  confidered  it  as  a  cruel  afl  of 
opprefTion.  .They  obferved,  that  in  cafes  of  breach  of 
privilege  no  perfon  complained  of  was  ever  taken  into 
cuflody,  until  after  he  had  been  fully  heard  in  his  defenfe: 
that  this  was  literally  prejudging  the  caufe  before  it  had 
been  examined  ;  and  the  oppreflton  was  the  greater,  as  the 
alledged  ofFenfe  confifted  entirely  of  words,  ofwhich,no 
complaint 
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lomplaiht  or  information  had  been  made  for  above  eight  chap. 
months  after  the  fuppofed  ofFenfc  had  been  committed  ;  •,  ,_  .  _, 
and,  even  then,  tioc  till  an  accufatioti  had  been  lodged  i75'- 
&gain{l  the  informant,  upon  the  trial  of  which  accufatlotl 
the  perfons  informed  againft  might  very  probably  be  the 
moft  material  witnefles.  They  obferved,  that  in  Otie  of 
the  higheft  ofFenfes  which  can  be  committed  by  wordsj 
namely^  that  of  denying  the  King's  right  to  the  crown, 
or  retiouncing  the  Trinity,  the  information  muft  be  brought 
in  three  or  four  days  after  the  words  are  fpolcen  ;  the  words 
muft  be  proved  to  have  been  fpoken  maliciouAy,  direta- 
Jy,  and  advifedly,  and  the  profecution  muft  commence  in 
three  months  after  the  information.  Thefe  fuggeftions 
made  no  more  impreflion  than  if  they  had  been  uttered  in 
a  defert.  Thofe  who  were  fecure  in  their  number  aflcrtcd 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  reftriftcd  by  the  forms 
of  proceedings  at  common  law  ;  and  that  it  was  necellary 
to  vindicate  their  own  honour  and  dignity,  by  making  ex- 
amples of  thofe  who  feemed  to  hold  them  in  contempt. 
Mr.. Murray  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant 
at  arms,  and  found  bail  ;  and  Gibfon  was  fent  prifonef  10 
Newgate,  from  whence  he  was  in  a  few  days  releafed,  upon 
prefenting  an  humble  petition,  profeffing  his  forrow  for 
having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  bar 
of  which  he  waa  brought,  and  received  a  reprimand  on  his 
knees  from  the  Speaker.  In  the  mean  time,  divers  wit- 
nelTes  being  examined  before  the  Houfe,  declared.  That 
Mr.  Murray  had  been  Teen,  about  the  time  of  the  return  of 
a  member  for  Weftminfter,  heading  anjj  exciting  a  tumult 
to  a£ts  of  violence  againft  the  high-bailiiF.  The  majority, 
therefore,  after  a  long  and  warm  debate,  agreed,  That  for 
his  dangerous  and  feditious  prad:icesj  in  violation  and  con.- 
tempt  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  freedom  of 
cleflions,  he  fliould  be  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  New- 
gate. Then,  in  the  clofe  of  another  violent  debate,  they 
refolved,  That  he  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  tha 
Houfe,  to  receive  that  fenCCnce  on  bis  knees.  He  accord- 
ingly appeared  ^  and  being. directed  by  the  Speaker  tokneel* 
U  2  lefufcj 
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refufed  to  comply     He  knew  that  he  could  not  be  HF- 
I  cliargcd  from  Newgate  during  the  fei&on,  without  petition- 
ing, acknowledging  his  oflenle,   and  making  Tuch   con- 
cclfions  as  he  thought  would  imply  a  confcioufnefs   of 
guilt :  he  conAdercd  this  whole  tranfadlion  as  an  opprelHvr 
exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  and,  being  apprifcd  of  the 
extent  of  their  authority,  determined  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
their  indignation,   rather  than  make  fubmiffions  which  he 
deemed  beneath  the  dignity    of  his  charafler.     When  he 
refufed  to  humble  himfelf  the  whole  houfe  was  in  commo- 
tion i  he  was  no  fooner  removed   from  the  bar  than  they 
refotved.  That  his  having  in  a  moll  infolent  and  audacious 
.manner  refufed  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  in 
confequence  of  their  former  r'efolution,   was   a  high  and 
moft  dangerous  contempt  of  the  authority  and  privilege  of 
the  Commons:  it  was,  therefore, ordered,  thathe/hould  be 
committed  clofe  ptifoner  to  Newgate,  debarred  theufeof 
pen,  ink,  and  paper  ;  and  that  no  perlbn  Ihould  haveaccefs 
to  him, without  theleaveoftheHoufe,  Finally,  acommitlee 
.  was  appointed  to  confider  what  methods  might  be  proper  to 
be  taken  by  them,  in  relation  to  this  inftance  of  contempt. 
Mean  whila,  the  petitioners  againft  the  return  made  by  the 
high.bailifF,  perceiving  the  temper  of  the  Houfe,  and  the- 
complexion  of  the  majority,  withdrew  their  petition  j  and 
the  order  which  had  palTed  for  hearing  the  merits  of  the 
eledion  was  difcharged.     Mr.  Murray  being  taken  dan- 
gerouily  ill  in  Newgate,  application  was  made  to  the  Com- 
mons, by  feme  of  his  relations,  that  he  might  he  removed 
to  a  more  convenient  fituationj   and   his  phyfician  being 
examined,  gave   it  as  his  opinion   that  he  was  infected 
with  the  gaol  diftemper.     Upon  this  reprefentation   the 
Houfe  agreed  chat  the  Speaker  fiiould  ilTue  a  warrant  for 
removing  him  from  Newgate  to  the  cuSody  of  the  ferjeant 
at  arms  i   but  this  favour  he   refufed  to  accept,   and  ex- 
preffed  the  warmeft  refentment  againft  thofe  relations  who 
had  applied  to  the  Commons  in  his  behalf.     Thus  he  re-    - 
mained'fequellered  even  from  his  own  brother  and  flfler^ 
under  the  difpleafurc  of  the  Coounoos  of  England,  who 
coadefcended 
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con  (I  efc  ended  fo  far  3s  to  make  rcfoliitions  touching  the  c 
phyfician,  apothecary,  and  rurfe  who  attended  this  pri- 
foner.  But  the  prorogation  of  parliament  having  put  an 
end  to  their  authority  for  that  feffion,'  Mr.  Murray  was 
dtlcharged  of  oourfe,  and  cwiduifted  by  the  IberifFs  froni 
Newgate  to  his  own  houfe,  in  [H'oceffion,  with  flags  and 
.   Areamers,  exhibiting  the  emblems  of  liberty. 

§  LV.  In  the  month  of  June  the  felBon  was  dofed  witk 
a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  Majefty  thanked 
both  Houfes  for  the  zeal  and  affeflion  they  had  manif;(tcd 
towards  him  and  his  government ;  and  congratulated  the 
Commons  in  particular,  upon  their  firmnefs  and  prudence  ' 
in  reducing  the  intcreft  of  the  national  debt,  a  meafure  as 
agreeable  to  him  as  eflential  to  the  ftrengtb  and  welfare  of 
the  kingdom*. — The  interior  oeconomy  of  Great-Britain 
produced,  within  the  circle  of  this  year,  nothing  jlfe  wor- 
thy of  hiftorical  regard,  except  a  feries  of  enormous  crimes, 
arifing  from  the  profligacy  of  individuals,  which  refle£led 
difgrace  upon  the  morals  and  the  polity  of  the  nation.  Ra- 
pine and  robbery  had  domineered  without  intermilSon  ever 
fmce  the  return  of  peace,  which  was  attended  with  are- 
duflion  of  the  army  and  navy  ;  but  now  crimes  of  a  deeper 
dye  feemed  to  lift  up  their  heads,  in  contempt  of  law  and 
humanityt-  Every  day  almofl:  produced  freOi  inllances 
■  U  3  of 

•  Oneof  thimoftrcmatltableaai  which  pjfled  in  the  coutfe  of  this  rellion, 
■ras  that  for  regulating  the  commencemeat  of  the  year,  jnd  coireSing  the 
lalendai,  aicording  lo  the  Gregorian  computation,  whidiiiad  been  adopted  bj 
aiUhs  other  nations  in  Europe,  By  this  new  liw  it  was  decreed  that  the  new 
jcar  lliould  begin  on  the  iitSi  day  of  January  ;  and  [bat  eleven  intermediate 
nominal  days,  between  the  fecond  and  fourteenth  days  of  September,  175^ 
ihould  for  that  time  be  omitted,  fo  that  the  day  fucceeding  the  fecond  Ihould 
be  denominated  the  fDurteeatli  of  that  month.  By  this  eftabliOinieni  of  the 
new  ItUe,  the  equinoiei  and  folllicei  will  happen  nearly  on  the  fame  aomin^l 
days  on  which  they  fell  in  the  year  315,  at  the  cooncil  of  Nice  j  and  the  cot- 
refpondence  between  the  Englilfa  merchants  and  chofe  of  foreign  countiiei  will 
tie  gteady  facilitated,  with  cefped  to  the  dates  of  letters  and  accounts. 

f  An  indulgentparentwaspoifoaed  by  his  only  daughter,  on  whom,  befides 
other  mirks  of  tendernefs  and  paternal  afleflioE,  Jie  had  bellowed  a  libetal 
education,  which  gieaCly  aggravated  her  g"'''  '"'^  ingratitude.  Another 
joung  woman  was  concerned  in  the  aflaflination  of  her  own  uncle,  who  haa 
tern  her  tonflant  J^nefaflor  and  fole  ^afdiao-     A  jpoot  old  woman,  iaving. 
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BOOK    of  perjury,   forgery,   fraud,  and  circumvention ;  and  tho 
^_^^_^  1.^  kingdom  exhibited  a  moft  amazing  jumble  of  virtue  and 
1751.      vice,  honour  and  infamy,  compalBon  and  obduracy,  fenti- 
ment  and  brutality. 

fiDm  tbc  ignaiiace  lod  fuperfHtion  of  her  oeighboun,  Incnmd  the  (uTpiciBn  of 
forcery  and  wilchcrafc,  wts  muttheted  in  HettfotdBiire  by  the  popniice, 
viiji  ill  the  wantsanefi  ofbirbarity.  Rape  and  murthtr  were  petpelraKd  Ufou 
an  unfoitunale  woman  in  the  neighbouihood  of  London,  and  an  innocent  rain 
fufTered  death  foi  thji  complicated  outnge,  while  the  real  ctiminilt  affifled  i( 
hit  tiecutioa,  heard  him  ippeal  to  heaTcn  for  hii  innocence,  and,  in  the  chi- 
ta&i  of  fiieodi,  cmbiaced  Urn,  while  he  Hood  an  the  biiiik  of  (tcroicy, 
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CHAP.         II. 

§  I.  Death  Bftht  ^iin  tfDtnmark  and  Prince  ef  Orange. 
§  II.  Mifundtrjianding  between  the  Cxarina  and  King  of 
Pruffia.  §  III.  Meafurts  fir  eieffing  a  iing  ef  the  ^Ro- 
mans. §IV.  Death  of  the  King  cf  Sweden.  ^V.SeJim 
opened.  Jnimofuy  ef  the  Commons  towards  Mr.  Murray^ 
§  VI.  Proceedingj  upon  a  Pamphlet^  intituled  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Murray.  %  VII.  Supplies  granted.  §  VIII.  Civil 
regulations,  §  IX.  Law  relating  to  the  forfeited  ejlates  in 
Scotland.  §  X.  New  confolidatian  ef  funds.  §  XI.  Two 
fans  opened  for  the  importation  of  Irijh  wool..  §  XII.  The 
King  fets  out  for  Hanover.  §  XIII.  Affairs  of  the  continent.  . 
§  XIV.  Difpule.  between  Hanover  and  PruJJia,  concerning 
Eofi-Friefeland.      §  XV.    Mifmderftanding   between    the 

'  tauris  of  London  and  Berlin.  §  XVI.  Improvement  of Po- 
meranla.  §  XVII.  Treaty  with  the  EleSior  Palatine. 
§  XVIIl.  Seffiin  opened.  %  XIX.  Supplies  granted. 
§  XX.  Gamea£f.  §  XXI,  ASl  for  performing  quarantine. 
§  XXII.  And  for  preventing  the  plundering  of  Jhlpwrecked 
vejjels.  %  XXIII.  Bill  relating  to  the  bounty  en  corn  ex- 
ported.    \  XXIV.  Turkey   trade   laid  opon.      §  XXV. 

■  Naturalization  of  the  Jews,  §  XXVI.  Marriage  afl. 
^  XXVII,  Deliberations  concerning  the  fugar  colonies. 
$  XXVIII.  Fate  of  the  rtgijier  bill..  §  XXIX.  Sir 
Hans  Shane's  mufeum  purchafed  by  parliament.  §  XXX. 
Story  of  EUfabeth  Canning.  §  XXXI.  Execution  of  Dr: 
Cameron.  §  XXXII.  Tumults  indifferent  parts  of  the  king- 
dem.     §XXXm.  Dijiurbances  in  France.     §  XXXIV, 

,  Proceedingsof the  diet  relative  to  Eofi-Friefeland.  §XXXV. 
Treaty  between  the  court  of  Vie^nna  and  the  Duie  of  Marl- 
borough, §  XXXVI.  Conferences  with  rejpeil  to  Neva- 
Scotia  broke  up,  §  XXXVII.  DefcriptionofNove-Scoiia, 
§  XXXVIII.  Difputts concerning itt  limits. 
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^"'         §1.  riritiE    royal    family   of  England    had  fufiained 
,y.,_  A     three  fevere  (hocks  in  the    compafs  of  a  few 

months.  Befides  the  lofs  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which 
the  nation  lamented  as  irreparable,  his  Majefty  was  deeply 
afflicted  by  the  untimely  death  of  hia  youngeft  daughter,  the 
Queen  of  Dcnmark»who  died  at  Copenhagen,  onthenine- 
teenth  day  of  December,  in  the  prime  of  youth.  She  was 
one  of  the  moft  amiable  piincelTes  oF  the  age  in  which  Ihe 
lived,  whether  we  confider  the  virtues  of  her  heart,  or  the 
accomplifhrnents  of  her  perfon;  generous,  mild,  and  ten- 
der-hearted ;  beloved  even  almofl  to  adoration  by  her 
royal  confort,  to  whom  Ibe  had  borne  a  prince  and  two 
princefles  ;  and  univerfally  admired  and  revered  by  the 
fubjcfls  of  his  Danifli  Majefty.  Her  death  had  been  pre- 
ceded about  two  months  by  that  of  her  brother-in-Jaw,  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  no  icfs  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the 
United  Provinces,  tor  his  candour,  integrity,  and  hereditary 
love  to  his  country.  Though  hq  had  not  diftinguiffacd 
himfelf  by  the  lutlre  of  a  fuperior  genius,  he  had  been  at 
great  pains  to  cultivate  his  underflanding,  and  ftudy  the 
true  interefl  of  that  community  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  had  always  approved  himfelf  a  good  and  zealous 
citizen,  and,  fince  his  elevation  to  the  fladthotderfhip, 
taken  many  faltitary  fteps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Among  other  excellent  fchemes  which  hefuggefted,  he 
left  a  noble  plan  with  the  States -General  for  reftoring  their 
commerce  to  its  former  luftre,  and  lived  long  enough' to 
receive  their  war  me  ft  acknowledgements  for  this  1  aft  proof 
of  his  prudence  and  patriotifm.  His  fon  and  daughter 
being  both  infants,  the  admiiiiftratlon  of  the  governtnenC 
devolved  upon  the  princefs,  as  gouvernanteduring  her  fen's 
minority  ;  and  asfuchfhe  fucceeded  to  all  the  power  i^bich 
her  hufb^nd  had  enjoyed. 

§  II.  VViih  refpedl  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  the 
peace  of  the  Nprth  feemed  ftiJI  as  precarious  as  ever :  foe. 
though  the  diiference  between  Rullia  and  Sweden  had  been 
compromifed,  the  mutual  difguft  between  the  Czarina  and 
tbc  king  of  PrulUa  had  gained  fuch  accelSoii  from  recipro- 

cit 
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cal  infults,  ill  offices,  and  inflammatory  declarations,  that     chap. 
thefe  two  powers  fcemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture,  and  ' 

each  was  employed  in  making  extraordinary  preparation*  1751, 
for  war.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great-Britain,  forc- 
/eeing  that  fuch  a  rupture  would  embroil  the  Empire,  and 
'  raife  infurmoumable  obAruftions  to  their  favourite  fcheme 
of  elefling  the  Archduice  Jofeph  king  of  the  Romans, 
refolved  to  employ  all  their  influence,  in  order  to  efFefl  a 
reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and 
Berlin.  His  FrufSan  MajeAy  had  fignifiedto  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  States -General,  the  fituation  in 
which  he  flood  with  the  Czarina,  and  follicited  their  inter- 
pofition,  that  the  difference  might  be  amicably  accommo- 
dated. At  the  fame  time,  he  fent  an  envoy-extraordinary 
to  Verfailles,  to  negociatc  with  the  French  King  a  very 
considerable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  at- 
tacked. Thefe  circumftances  induced  the  Maritime 
Powers,  and  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours for  the  prevention  of  a  rupture ;  and  accordingly 
they  made  re oTonft ranees  on  this  fubjefl  by  their  minifters 
at  Pcterfburgh,  propofing  that  the  quarrel  fhould  be  ter- 
minated without  bloodflied,  and  all  caufc  of  animofity  be 
buried  in  oblivion, 

§  III,  In  the  mean  time,  they  eagerly  profecuted  the 
defign  of  the  elciftion  ;  and  the  imperial  minifler  at  Berlin 
not  only  communicated  to  his  Pruflian  Majeliy  the  fenti- 
tnents  of  the  King  of  England  on  this  expedient,  but  even 
follicited  his  vote  for  the  Archduke  Jofeph,  when  the 
election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans  fliould  be  propofed 
in  the  eleiloral  college.  To  this  propofal  he  replied. 
That  he  was  extremely  well  difpofed  to  manifeft.his  re- 
gard  for  their  Imperial  Majefties,  and  to  give  them  mofl  ge- 
nuine proofs  of  it,  even  in  the  propofed  ele£lion  of  a 
king  of  the  Romans,  confidering  the  great  merit  of  the 
prcfent  candidate,  the  Archduke  Jofeph  :  but  he  left  it  to 
the  confideration  of  their  Imperial  Majefties,  whether  the 
election  would  not  be  a  little  premature,  if  tranfa6ted  at  a 
time  when  his  imperial  Majcfty  was  in  the  flower  of  hii 
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age,  enjoying  perfefl  health  ;  snd  when  all  Europe,  parti- 
I  cularly  the  Empire,  was  hu(hcd  in  the  bofom  of  tran- 
quillity, fo  that  no  circumftance  Teemed  to  prognoHicate 
the  neceflit/  of  fuch  an  election  ;  or  of  putting  in  execution 
tlte  motives  mentioned  in  the  capitulation  of  the  reigning 
Emperor's  ele£t  ion;  efpecially,  as  the  examination  of  thefe 
motives  belonged  to  the  whole  Empire,  and  ought-to  pre- 
cede the  eledion,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  ofWeftphalia.  He  obferved,  that,  in  cafe  of  the 
Emperor's  death,  Germany  would  find  herfelf  in  a  very 
difagreeable  fituation,  under  the  government  of  a  minor. 
For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he  could  not  help  advifing  their 
Imperial  Majefties  to  wait  until  the  Archduke  fhould  be 
of  age;  when  his  elciaion  might  be  carried  on  more  con- 
formably to  the  laws  and  con'^itutions  of  the  Empire,  and 
more  fui table  tothemajcftyof  the  whole  Germanick  body. 
This  reply  he  circulated  among  the  eleflors,  and  in  par- 
litJular  tranfmitted  it  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  de- 
ftring  they  would  deliberate  maturely  on  this  fubje^,  and 
confer  together  in  a  body,  as  well  as  in  private,  that  they 
might  proceed  according  to  the  ancient  cudom  of  the 
elefloral  college,  and  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  judg- 
ed expedient  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  commu- 
nity. This  circular  letter  was  anfwercd  both  by  the  King 
of  England  and  the. Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  demonflrated, 
thatitwas  the  privijlegc  of  theeleflorat  college  only,  with- 
out any  participation  of  the  other  princes  of  the  Empire,  to 
cle£la  king  of  the  Romans  during  the  life  of  the  Emperor, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  peace  and  preferve  the  liberties  of 
Germany  ;  and  that  the  neglei£t  of  this  wife  precaution  hath 
produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  fatal  confequences  to  the 
Empire.  They  obferved,  that  nothing  could  more  contri- 
bute tothe  eflabliOiment  of  the  publick  tranquillity  than  this 
meafure,  fo  ardently defi red  by  the.majority  of  the  German 
princes  i  and  that,  although  the  Archduke  Jofeph  wanted 
a  Pew  years  qf  being  of  age,  and  it  might  poflibly  happen 
that  the  reigning  Emperor  fhould  die  during  that  prince's 
minority,  yet  it  would  be  much  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  Em- 
pire 
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pire  to  have  a  minor  chief,  than  to  fee  the  fucceffion  alto-    chap. 
getherunfcttled.     His PruiHan  Majefty  received  a  dcclara-  '     ■ 

tion  to  the  fame  purpofe  from  the  Eleflor  of  Mentz  j  and  ?7si. 
pnderfianding  that  this  prince,  as  arch-chancellor  of  the 
Empire,  intended  to  convoke  an  electoral  diet,  in  order  to 
propole  the  elctSion  of  the  king  of  the  Romans,  he  wrote 
an  elaborate  letter  to  his  Elefloral  Highnefs,  explaining  at 
more  length  his  reafons  for  poAponing  the  eJeftion.  H^ 
quoted  thatfentence  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  which  ex- 
prefsly  declares,  that  the  elefiion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans 
fliall  be  xiifcufled  and  ordained  by  the  common  confent  of 
the  ftates  of  the  Empire  ;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive what  right  the  ete^oral  college  had  to  arrogate  this 
privilege  to  themfelves,  excluding  the  other  ftates  of  the 
Empire.  He  obferved,  that  the  Imperial  capitulations, 
which  were  the  only  laws  of  the  Empire  that  treated  of 
this  fubjefl,  mentioned  only  three  cafes  in  which  it  was 
lawful  to  proceed  to  fuch  an  ele£ton  -,  namely,  the  Emperor's 
leaving  and  long  abfence  from  Germany ;  his  advanced  age, 
or  an  indifpofition,  rendering  him  incapable  of  managing 
the  reins  of  government ;  and  any  cafe  of  emergency  in 
which  the  prefervation  of  the  Empire's  profpenty  is  in- 
terefted.  He  affirmed,  that  none  of  thefe  motives  at  prcfent 
exilled:  thjit,  in  cafe  thclmperial crown fliould  devolve  toa 
minor,  many  mifchiefs  and  diforders  muftenfue,  as  thecon- 
ilitutions  of  the  Empire  have  eftablilhed  norcgulations  nor 
regency  in  that  event:  that  an  election  of  this  nature,  car- 
ried on  under  the  power,  influence,  and  authority  of  the 
head  of  the  Empire,  would  jlrike  at  the  fundamental  pri- 
vileges of  the  princes  and  ftates;  confequently,  in  time 
overturn  the  conftiCutlon  of  the  Empire,  which,  from  being 
an  eleifiive  dignity,  conferred  by  the  free  and  independent 
Suffrages  of  the  eledioral  college  and  ftatcs  of  Germany, 
under  certain  capitulations,  obliging  the  f^rince  thuschofen 
to  govern  according  to  law,  would  become  an  hereditary 
fucceiEon,  perpetuated  in  one  family,  which,  of  courfe, 
fnull  be  aggrandifed  to  the  prejudice  of  its  co-ellates,  and 
the  ruin  of  the  Germanick  liberties.  In  a  word,  all  Ger- 
many in  general,  and   Ratifbon  in  particular,   was  filled 
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-  BOOK  with  writings  publiJhed  oh  both  &dei:  hy  the  Empenv 
•  .  and  his  adherents,  to  dcmonftratc  that  the  ele^ion  of  a 
I7JI,  king  of  the  Romans,  during  the  lite  of  the  Emperor,  had 
often  happened,  and  at  this  prefent  time  waa  necelTaiy, 
and  would  be  advantageous  to  the  tLmpire :  whilcthe  King 
of  Pruffia  and  his  friends  laboured  to  prove  that  fuch  an 
elcfkion,  at  the  prefent  juni^ure,  would  be  ill-timed,  irrc- 
gulaf,  and  of  dangerous  confequence.  Perhaps,  if  the 
truth  was  known,  this  enterprifing  prince  had  prc^efled 
fome  great  fcheme,  with  the  execution  of  which  this  pro- 
pofed  cflablifhment  would  have  interfered.  Certain  it  is, 
he  exerted  himfelf  with  that  fpirit  and  perfeverance  which 
are  peculiar  to  his  charaiSer  to  frullrate  the  intention  of 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London  in  this  particular,  and 
was  ailifted  with  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  miniftry. 
Their  joint  endeavours  were  fo  efi'edual,  that  the  Klei^or 
ofCologn  renounced  his  fubfidiary  treaty  with  the  Mari- 
time Powers,  and  once  more  threw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
France,  The  Eleflor  Palatine  being  follicited  bytheEm- 
prefs-Queen  and  his  Bricannick  Majefty  to  co-operate 
with  their  views,  itlfifled,  as  a  preliminary  article,  upon 
being  indemnified  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the  ravages 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Auftrian  troops,  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  laft  war  :  the  King  of  Poland, 
Eleilor  of  Saxony,  made  the  fame  demand  of  the  like 
'  indemnificaiion,  which  was  granted  by  the  mediation 
of  King  George;  and  then  he  fubfcribed  to  a  fubfi- 
dy-treaty,  obliging  himfelf  to  furnifli  a  body  of  fix 
thoufand  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  be  required  by 
the  A^aritime  Powers ;  and  to  a&  as  eleSor,  in  con- 
cert with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  every  thing  relating  to 
the  welfare  of  his  country  that  Ibould  fquare  with  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  Empire.  The  courts  of  Ia>ndon 
and  Vienna  had  this  ele^lion  fo  much  at  heart,  that  they 
founded  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  know  how 
they  flood  afFedted  towards  the  meafure  propofed.  The 
King  of  Spain  declined  intermeddling  in  a  domcftick  affair 
of  the  Empire.  The  French  King  returned  an  ambiguous 
anfweri  from  whence  it  was  concluded,  that  nothing  but 
oppofition 
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oppoGtion  could  be  expeded  from  that  quarter.  The  CMap. 
Swedish  monarch  waa  rendered  propitious  to  the  projefl,  ^  '.  f 
by  aSiuances  that  the  Hoiife  of  HelTe-CafTel,  of  which  he  t7S^ 
was  the  head,  {hould  be  elevated  into  an  ele^orate.  They 
even  endeavoured  to  fofcen  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  by  con- 
fenting,  9X  laft,  that  the  treaty  of  Drefdeo,  confirming  to 
faim  the  pofleffion  of  Silclla,  Ihould  be  guaranteed  by  the 
diet  of  the  Empire  ;  a  fandion  which  he  now  adiually  ob- 
tained, tf^eCher  with  the  ratification  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty. Notwithftandijig  this  indulgence,  he  ftill  perfiAed 
in  raifing  frelh  objeAtons  to  the  favourite  projeft,  on  pre- 
tence of  concerting  meafures  for  preventing  the  tnconve- 
Jliences  that  might  refult  from  a  minority  ;  for  regulating 
the  capitulations  to  be  agreed  on  with  the  King  of  the  Ro- 
mans; fecuring  the  freedom  of  future  elc^ions,  and  prc- 
ferving  the  prerogatives  and  privileges  of  the  Germanick 
body  in  all  its  members.  In  confequence  of  thefe  obftacles, 
joined  to  the  apoftacy  of  the  Eieftor  of  Cologn,  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  and  the  approaching  diet  of 
Hungary,  at  which  their  Imperial  Majelties  were  obliged 
perfonally  to  prciide,  the  meafures  for  the  election  were 
fufpended  till  next  fumner,  when  his  Brltannick  Majelljr 
was  expend  at  Hanover,  to  put  the  finifhing  llrolce  to 
this  gtcat  event  in  favour  of  the  houfc  of  Auftria, 

§  LV.  Another  difappointment  with  refpcA  to  this 
eledion  the  promoters  of  icfullained  in  the  death  of  his 
Swedifh  Majefty,  who  expired  in  a  good  old  age,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Adolphus  Frederick,  Duke  of  Holftein 
Eutin,  Bilhop  of  Lubeck,  upon  whom  the' fuccelKon  had 
been  fettled  for  Ibmeyears,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence 
-  of  theftates  of  the  kingdom.  This  prince  afcended  the 
throne  of  Sweden  without  the  leaft  difturbance ;  and,  of 
his  own  accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  fenate,  that  he  would 
never  attempt  to  introduce  a  defpotick  authority;  but 
maintain  their  liberties  with  his  blood,  and  govern  his 
fubjeds  in  all  refpefls  according  to  the  laws,  and  the 
form  of  government  eflablilhed  in  Sweden.  Thispublick 
aft,  which  was  communicated  to  all  the  foreign  minifters, 
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and  particularly  to  the  envoy  from  Petcrfburgh,  met  wiclr 
I  fuch  a  favourable  reception  from  the  Czarina,  that  ihe  ex- 
prefletl  her  fatisfa£tion  in  a  publick  declaration ;  and  the 
good  underAanding  between  the  two  courts  was  perfe£tly 
leflored. 

^  V,  When  the  parliament  of  England  was  opened^ 
in  the.  month  of  November,  the  King,  in  his  fpeech  from 
thexhfone,  gave  them  to  underftand,  That,  for  the  fame 
purpofes  which  faggefted  the  treaty  with  the  Elet^or  of 
Bavaria,  he  had  now,  in  conjun^ion  with  the  States-Gene- 
ral, concluded  another  with  the  King  of  Poland,  Eleflor 
of  Saxony.  He  told  them,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  had  made  no  alteration  in  the  &tK 
of  affairs  in  Holland  ;  and  that  he  had  received  the  ftrong- 
eft  affurances  from  the  States,  of  their  firm  refolution  ttf 
maintain  the  intimate  union  and  friendlbip  happily  fub- 
filling  between  his  Maj'eflry  and  thofe  ancient  and  natural 
allies  of  his  crown.  He  exhorted  both  Houfes  to  con&der 
ferioullyof  fome  efFe£luaI  provifions,  to  fupprefs  thofe  au- 
dacious crimes  of  robbery  and  violence,  grown  fo  frequent 
about  the  capital,  proceeding  in  a  great  meafure  from  that 
profligate  fpirit  of  irreligion,  idlenefs,  gaming,  and  extra- 
vagance, which  had  of  late  .extended  itfelf  in  an  uncom- 
mon degree,  to  the  difhonour  of  the  nation,  and  the  great 
offenfe  and  prejudice  of  the  fuber  and  induftrious  part  of 
the  people.  The  paragraphs  of  this  fpeech  were,  as  ufuai, 
ecchoed  back  to  the  throne  in  addrefles,  replete  with  ex- 
preflions  of  loyalty,  affeftion,  and  approbation.  Oppofi- 
tion  was  by  this  time  almoft  extinguished  ;  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  both  Houfes  took  place  with  fuch  unanimity 
BE  was  hardly  ever  known  before  this  period  in  a  BritiCi 
parliament.  The  Commons,  however,  feem  to  nave 
affembled  with  fuch  fentiments  as  did  no  great  honour  to 
their  temper  and  magnanimity.  In  a  few  days  after  the 
feflion  opened.  Lord  Vifcoui>t  C e,  a  young  noble- 
man, whofe  charader  entitled  him  to  very  little  regard  or 
influence  among  men  of  fenfe  and  probity,  made  a  motion,' 
that  Mr.  Murray,  who  had  been  fo  feverely  perfecuted  in. 
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the  lad  feJEon  for  refurmg  to  humble  htmlelf  on  his  knees 
before  them,  fliould  be  again  committed  clofe  prifoner  to 
Newgate  for  the  fame  ofTenfe.  This  propofal,  which 
fuppofed  a.  power  that  the  Commons  had  never  before  ex- 
ercifed,  was  fliarply  difputed  by  the  Earl  of  Eg— — t, 
and  others,  who  had  not  refigned  all  fcnfe  of  modera- 
tion ■,  but  the  majority  adopted  the  mcafure  with  great 
eagernefs,  and  the  Speaker  was  ordered  to  iffue  his  war- 
rant accordingly.  Then  the  Houfe  refolved.  That  the 
faid  Alexander  Murray  Oiould  receive  the  fentence,  for 
his  now  being  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  his  Majefty'a 
gaol  of  Newgate,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  iipon  his  knees; 
Bad  the  ferjeant  at  arms  was  commanded  to  take  him  into 
cuftody  for  this  purpofe.  Their  indignation,  however,  was 
cluded_by  the  caution  of  the  delinquent,  who,  having  forc- 
feen  the  effeiSs  of  their  refentment,  had  prudently  retired  to 
another  country.  They  determined,  nevcrchelefs,  to  pro- 
ceed againft  him  as  a  perfon  of  fome  confequence  in  the 
commonwealth  j  for,  being  informed  of  his  retreat,  they 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  defiring  that  his  royal  proclamation  might  be  iiTued 
for  apprehending  the  faid  Mr.  Murray,  promifing  a  re- 
ward to  him  who  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  appre- 
hend this  fugitive — a  requeft  with  which  his  Majefty  moft 
gracioufly  complied. 

§VI.  Nor  was  this  the  only  addrefs  prefented  to  the 
King  upon  fuch  an  important  fubjeft,  A  pamphlet,  in- 
tituled, "  The  Cafe  of  the  Hoji.  Alexander  Murray, 
Efquire,  in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain," 
was  Erft  ftigmatized  in  a  complaint  to  the  Houfe,  and  af- 
terwards produced,  and  read  at  the  table.  The  piece  wai 
written  with  great  acrimony,  and  abounded  with  fevere 
animadverfions,  not  only  upon  the  condufl  of  the  return- 
ing officer,  but  alfo  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons. 
The  violent  members  immediately  took  fire,  and  the 
fiame  extended  itftlf  to  the  majority.  Nay,  the  Houfe 
unaninjoully  refolved.  That  the  pamphlet  was  an  impu- 
dent, malicious,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel,  falfely  and 
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BOOK     moft  injuriouHyrefledVingupon,  andafperfmg  the  procenf- 

^  L  ■  ings  of  the  Houre,  tending  to  create  mirapprehcnfions  in 
17J1.  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  the  great  diOionour  of  ibe 
faid  Houfe,  and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  thereof. 
They  furthermore  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
firing  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
dire^ions  to  his  attorney-gcoeraf  to  profecute  the  authors 
or  author,  the  printers  or  printer,  and  the  publiOiers  or 
publifber  of  the  faid  fcandalous  )ibe],  that  they  might  be 
brought  to  condign  punifhment.  Directions  were  accord- 
ingly given  for  this  purpofc,  and  a  profecution  commenced 
againft  the  publiflier,  who  had  fome  reafon  to  be  d  ifmayed, 
'  confidering  the  great  weight  of  influence  he  was  doomed 
to  encounter — influence  arifing  from  a  profecution  of  the 
crown,  inftituted  at  the  requeft,  and  founded  on  a  vote 
-of  the  [ioufe  of  Commons.  Neverthelefs,  when  the  caufe 
was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chief  JuAiceof  Engl^id,  a 
jury  of  free-born  Enghfhmcn,  citizens  of  London,  alTett- 
ed  their  privilege  of  judging  the  law  as  well  as  the  fafl, 
And  acquitted  the  defendant  with  a  truely  admirable  fpirit 
of  independency.  They  confidered  the  pamphlet  as  an 
appeal  againft  oppreflion  ;  and,  convinced  that  the  con- 
tents  were  true,  they  could  not  in  confcience  adjudge  it  a 
falfe  libel,  even  though  it  had  been  fo  declared  by  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  legiflature. 

§VII.  The  Commons,  in  regulating  the  fupplies  of 
the  cnfuing  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eighteen  thou- 
fend  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  men  for  the  land-fer- 
vice,  though  not  without  fume  oppoficion  from  certain 
patriots,  who,  rather  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  than  from  any 
hope  of  influencing  the  majority,  affirmed,  that  fixteen 
thoufand  men,  in  time  of  peace,  would  anfwer  all  the  ends 
propofed  by  a  Aanding  army.  The  number  of  teamen 
\  was  fixed  at  Icn  thoufand :  large  fums  were  granted  to 
make  up  deficiencies,  and  fulfill  the  engagements  of  the 
crown  with  the  Ele<flors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  is  well 
as  for  the  maintenance  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia,  and 
the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  j  and  one  hundred  and 
tweNe 
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ttt^lye  tbouf^fid  one  hundred  and  fiAy-two  pounds,  tlire«     chap« 
fhilling^,  and  three-pe;ncc  were  voted,  as  a  full  compenfation  .      "' 
to  the  old  royal  Africancompany  for  their  ex du five  charter       »7ji. 
^nd  property,  to  be  applied  for  the  reiief  of  their  creditors'. 

§  VIJI.  The  laws  enadied  for  the  encouragement  pf  Xn.  j?m, 
traSck,  and  the  regulations  of  civil  polity,  confided  in  an 
a£l  for  licenfing  pawnbrokers,  and  for  the  more  eiFeSual 
preventing  the  receiving  of  flolen  goods :  another  for  pre- 
venting thefts  and  robbericf,  by  which  places  of  enter- 
tainment, dancing,  and  muficle  in  London,  Wefloiinfter, 
and  within  twenty  miles  of  the  capital,  were  fupprefled 
and  prohibited,  unlefs  the  proprietors  of  them  could  ob* 
tain  licenfes  from  thejuflices  of  the  peace,  empowered 
for  that  purpofe  :  a  third  for  annexing  the  forfeited  eftatei 
in  Scotland  unalienably  in  the  crown,  after  having  made 
tatisfadion  to  the  lawful  creditors ;  eilablilhing  a  method 
of  leafmg  thefe  eflates,  and  applying  the  rents  and  proftu 
of  them  for  the  better  civilifing  and  improving  thi  High- 
lands, and  preventing  future  diforders  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom.  Nothing  could  be  more  falutary  than 
the  purpofes  of  thefe  regulations.  The  fuburbs  of  the 
metropolis  abounded  with  an  incredible  number  of  publick  * 
houfes,  which  continually  refounded  with  the  noife  of 
riot  and  intemperance  :  they  were  the  haunts  of  idlencfs, 
fraud,  and  rapine }  and  the  feminaries  of  drunkennefsj 
debauchery,  extravagance,  and  every  vice  incident  to 
human  nature:  yet  the  fupprefllon  of  thefe  receptacles 
of  infamy  w^  attended  with  an  inconvenience,  which,  in 
fome  cafes,  arofe  even  to  a  degree  of  oppreffio^  '  The 
Vol.  III.  X  jufticei 

*  Thefe  cipenrei  were  defrayed  by  a  continuation  oF  th£  duties  on  mile, 
&c.  alioil-lii  at  thiee  [hUtmgi  in  chc  pound;  a  duty  on  liccnlei,  to  liC 
jcnlj  fui  by  pi'fnbrolcers  and  dEalen  in  fcEond-hand  goodi,  Within  th« 
bill*  of  moitilityj  ihe  Cam  at  one  million  foul  hundnd  thourmd  ponndl, 
advanced  by  the  Bank,  according  to  a  profoTil  made  for  that  ptupokj  &vt 
hundtei  thoufand  poundi  to  be  lilued  from  the  Cnkjog  fund  j  i  duty  laid  ott 
gom  fenepa  j  and  the  conlinuation  of  diven  other  o«>6onal  impofiiiooi. 
'The  granti  for  the  year  amounted  to  fomelhing  left  than  four  mlllioni,  Md 
the  proririons  made  for  Chia  eipenle  eiceeded  it  in  th^  fum  of  two  hundred 
fcTcnly-oiie  tiiouland  twenty-four  poundi,  ten  fhlllingt)  and  ^-poitiaif' 
5«nny. 
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BOOK    jaftices  being'  veiled,  by*  the  legiflature,  with  the  power  of 

^  1  J  granting  or  refufing  licenfes,  were  conftituted,  in  eSefi, 
i75».  the  arbiters  on  whofe  dccifion  the  fortunes  and  livelihood 
.  of  many  individuals  abfolutcly  depended.  ■  Many  of  thofe 
who  exercifed  this  fpecies  of  magiftracy  within  the  bills 
of  mortality  were,  to  the  reproach  of  government,  men  of 
proBigate  lives,  needy,  mean,  ignorant,  and  rapacious* 
and  often  a^ed  from  the  moll  fcandalous  principles  of 
felfifh  avarice. 

§  IX.  The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
was  well  calculated  for  promoting,  among  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country,  fuch  a  fpirit  ofinduftry  as  might  detach 
them  from  their  dangerous  connexions,  and  gradually 
fuperfede  that  military  genius  which  had  been  fo  produdivfi 
<o(  danger  and  alarm  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Great-Bri* 
tain.  The  King,  by  this  a£l,  was  empowered  to  appoint 
commiflioners  for  managing  the  forfeited  eftates;  who  were 
enabled  to  grant  leafes  of  fmall  farnls,  not  above  twenty 
pouilds  a-year,  to  individuals,  who  {hould  take  an  oath  to 
government  to  refide  upon  and  cultivate  the  laftds  thus 
',  let.  It  was  alfo  provided,  that  no  leafc  Ihould  be  granted 
for  a  longer  term  than  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  the 
leH^es  fhould  not  pay  above  three-fourths  of  the  annual 
value.  Although  thefe  forfeited  eftates  Were  ^nerally 
encumbered  with  claims  beyond  their  real  value,  and  the 
a£t  direfled  that  they  fliould  be  difpofed  of  by  publick  falej 
yet,  as  they  lay  in  the  moft  difatFefled  parts  of  the  High- 
lands, it  was  thought  neceflary  that  they  fliould  remain  in 
the  pdTeinon  of  the  crown,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  thefcr 
being  publickly  fold,  they  might  be  purchafed  in  truft  for 
the  families  of  the  perfons  by  wh«m  they  were  forfeited, 
and  thus  the  fpirit  of  difaffe^on  would  ftill  furvive.  A 
valuation,  therefore,  was  made  by  the  court  of  fcffion  ijK 
Scotland,  at  the  joint  fuit  of  the  crown  and  the  creditors  s 
and  the  value  being  afcertained,  the  juft  claimants  were 
paid  out  of  the  next  aids  granted  by  parliament.  The 
bitt  met  with  confiderable  oppolition  in  the  Houft  ef 
Peers  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Eatl  of  Batb* 
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who  probably  fbr^aw  that  the  good  efFeds  of  this  fcheme,     ^  H  ap. 
fo  laudable  in  itfelf,  would  be  fruftrated  in  the  execution  ;   ^_J'l__  , 
and  chat  the  a&,  inllead  of  anfwering  the  purpofes  for        1751. 
which  it  was  intended,  would  fervc  only  as  a  job, to  gra- 
tify the  rapacious  retainers  to  the  government,  and   their 
emiflarics,  in  that  country.    After  a  warm  debate,  how- 
ever, it  waa  adopted  by  a  great  majority,   and  obtained 
the  royal  allent. 

§  X.  A.  third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the 
national  debt,  which  were  now  converted  into  feveral 
Joint  Hocks  of.  annuities,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of 
JEngland,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking-fund.  A  great 
number  of  different  funds  for  annuities,  eftablilhed  at  dif-, 
ferent  times,  and  by  different  adls,  fubfifled  at  this  pe- 
riod ;  fo  that  it  was  neceifary  to  keep  many  diiFerent  ac- 
counts, which  could  not  be  regulated  without  confider- 
able  trouble  Aid  expenfe,  for  the  removal  of  which  the 
bill  was  calculated. 

§  XI.  In  confequence  of  petitions  from  the  woolen 
manufaflurers  of  Weftmorland  and  Yorkfliire,  two  bills 
were  brought  in,  and  palTpd  through  both  Houfes,  fay 
which  the  ports  of  Lancafter  and  Great  Yarmouth  were  - 
opened  for  the  importation  of  wool  and  woolen  yarn  from 
Ireland;  but  why  this  privilege  was  not  extended  to  all 
the  frequented  ports  of  the  kingdom  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, without  fuppofmg  a  little  national  jealoufy  on  one 
hand,  and  a  great  deal  of  grievous  reftraint  on  the  other. 
Over  and  above  thefe  new  laws,  fome  unfucceisful  endea- 
vours were  ufed  in  behalf  of  commerce  and  police.  A 
bill  was  offered  for  laying  further  reftriflions  hn  pawn- 
brokers and  brokers,  that  they  might  no  longer  fuck  the 
blood  of  the  poor,  and  z£i  as  the  acce^aries  of  theft  and 
robbery,  which  was  canvafled,  debated,  and  made  its 
way  through  the  Lower  Houfe ;  but  the  Lords  rejefled 
it  as  a  crude  fcheme,  which  they  could  not  amend,  be- 
cawfe  it  was  a  money-bill,  not  cognizable  by  their  Houfc, 
without  engaging  in  adifpute  with  the  Commons.  Ano- 
ther bill  was  prepared,  for  giving  power  to  change  thepu- 
X  2  nifliment 
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'hP*^     niffatnent  of  felonjr,  in  certain  cafes,  to  fronfinement  ind 

■^  _'  ,  f  hard  labour  in  dock-yards  or  garrifons.  If  was  the  o^ 
"7J«-  nion  of  many  who  wifbed  well  to  their  country,  and  were 
properly  qualified  to  profccute  fuch  enquiries,  that  the 
pra^iceof  configning  fuch  a  number  of  wretches  to  the 
hands  of  the  executioner  ferved  only,  by  its  frequency* 
to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the  law,  in  robbing  death  of  all 
its  terrour,  and  the  publick  of  many  fubjef^s,  who  migh^ 
notwithllandtng  their  delinquency,  be  in  fome  meafure 
rendaed  ufeful  to  fociety.  Such  was  the  motive  that 
influenced  the  promoters  of  this  bill;  by  which  it  was 
propofed,  in  imitation  of  that  ceconomy  praflifed  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convicted  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances  to  hard  labour  upon  the  publick  works  of 
the  kingdom.  The  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the  Lower 
Houfe,  but  rcfe^ed  by  the  Lords,  n^io  feemed  apprefaen- 
five  of  its  bringing  fuch  difcredit  upon  his  "Majefty's  dock- 
yards as  would  dJfcourage  perfons  who  valued  their  repu- 

,  tatipn  from  engaging  in    fuch    employment.      Of  ilill 

greater  importance  to  the  nation  was.  the  next  meafure 
propofed,  in  a  bill  for  making  the  militia  of  England 
more  ufiiful^  prefcnted  by  Mr.  Thornton,  a  gentleman 
of  Yorkfhire,  who  had  diftlnguiflied  himfelf  by  his  loyalty 
and  patriotiftn.  It  was  canvafled  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  underwent  divers  amendments;  but 
mifcarried,  through  the  averfton  of  the  mtniftry  to  any 
praje£t  tending  to  remove  or  leffen  the  ncceflity  of  main- 
taining a  Handing  army.  A  conftdcrabte  number  of  peti- 
tions for  diiFert:nt  regulations,  in  refpeft  to  commerce  and 
convenience  of  traffick,  were  prefcnted,  confidercd,  and 
left  upon  the  table.  A  remonftrance  from  the  prifbners 
confined  in  the  jail  of  the  King's-Bench,  complaining 
of  their  miferable  fituation,  aiifing  from  want  of  room, 
and  other  conveniences,  being  taken  into  conlideration 
by  a  committee,  among  other  evidences,  they  examined 
that  remarkable  perfonage  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  ' 
different  part*  of  Chriftendom,  under  the  name  of  Th«>- 
dorc  Kij(g  of  Corfica.    Though  formerly  coimtenancri, 

and 
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jpd-even  treated  as  a  fovercign  prioce  by  the  Britifli  chap. 
miniftiy,  he  was  now  reduced  to  the  fotlorn  condition  of  ^  '  ,  j 
a  confined  debtor ;  and,  to  the  reproach  of  this  king-  175a.  ■•-' 
doni,  died  in  prifon,  furrounded  with  all  the  mifery  of 
indigence,  and  overwhelmed  with  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.  But  the  moll  remarlcable  circumflance  of  the  par- 
liamentary tranfaifiions  that  diAinguiOied  this  feflion,  was 
a  motion  made  in  both  Houfes  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
befteching  his  Majefty,  That  in  time  of  publick  tran- 
quillity he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  avoid  entering 
into  fubfidiar^  treaties  with  foreign  princes,  which  are  fo 
burthenfome  to  this  nation.  This  extraordinary  propo- 
sal v3^  made  and  ftrenuoufly  urged  by  the  Duke  of  B — , 
and  a  vehement  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  Earls  of  G — , 
S — ,  and  H — ,  oppofed  it  with  an  exertion  of  fuperior 
abilities ;  and  the  queftitui  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  without  a  divilion.  The  fame  fate  attended  it 
in  Che  Houle  of  Commoosi  where  it  was  introduced  by 
"Lord  H—y,  and  fupported  by  fome  diftingiufhed  ora- 
tors. The  felEon  ended  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  when 
his  Majefty^  having  given  bis  afTent  to  ninety-five  publicfc 
and  private  bills,  harangued  both  Houfes,  and  prorogued 
the  parliament*. 

§  XII.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  the  King 
appointed  a  r^ency,  and  fet  out  for  Hanover,  in  order 
to  complete  the  great  fchenie  he  had  projected  for  eledl- 
ing  a  king  of  the  Romans.  Great-Britain,  in  the  mean 
time,  produced  no  event  of  importance,  or  any  tranfaftion 
that  delerves  hiftorical  mention,  except  the  ratification  of 
two  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  Hates  of 
Tripoli  and  Tunis  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  concluded 
by  the  Britifh  coafuls  in  thofe  cities,  under  the  influence 
and  aufpices  of  an  Englilh  fquadron,  commanded  by 
X  3  Commodore 

■  Amont  the  pracudiagi  of  tUi  ftSEoa  it  mij  not  ba  improper  to  msn- 
tioD  I  new  3&  for  the  picvention  of  munlien,  wiikh  had  been  fliackinglf 
Ae^uenC  of  lite,  imponing.  That  eveij  criminil  eonvifted  ef  thii  horrid 
<rime  Oiauld  be  executed  in  one  day  after  hit  renleoce,  and  hii  bod;  deli- 
Kttd  to  the  ruriBoni  for  j^ilUlion— to  expedical  wbith  hatli  hen  faiui4 
jimlii^Te  of  Tcij  lalBt»7  AnftqueQceh 
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BOOK  Commodore  Kcppel,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle.  The 
'^  f  tide  of  luxury  ftill  flowed  with  jn  impetuous  current, 
J751.  bearing  down  all  the  mounds  of  temperance  and  deco- 
rum )  v/hile  fraud  and  profligacy  ftruck  out  new  chan- 
nels, through  which  they  eluded  the  reftri£tions  of  the 
law,  and  all  the  vigilance  of  civil  policy.  New  arts  of 
deception  were  invented,  in  order  to  enfnare  and  ruin  the 
unwary ;  and  fome  infamous  praflices,  in  the  way  of 
commerce,  were  countenanced  by  perfons  of  rank  and 
importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A  certain  member  of 
parliament  was  obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  his 
country,  in  confequence  of  a  difcovery,  by  which  it  ag-. 
peared  that  he  had  contrived  and  executed  fchemes  for  de-" 
ftroying  his  own  fhips  at  fea,  with  a  view  to  defraud  the 
infurers,  .-  .     .- 

§  XIII.  In  the  courfe.of  this  year  the  aflalrs  of  the 
continent  did  not  undergo  any  material  alteration.  In' 
France  the  religious  difpiite  concerniflg  the  doftrine  of 
janfenlus  ftill  fubfifted  between  the  clergy  and  theparlia- 
meni;  and  feemed  to  acquire,  additional  fuel  from  the 
violence  of  the  Archbifijop  of  Paris,  a  haughty  turbulent 
prelate,  whofe  pride  and  bigotry  were  fufficient  to  embroil 
one  half  of  Chriftcndom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed 
a  perfefl  tranquillity:  the  States -General  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  engrofled  by  plans  of  national  ceconomy. 
Spain' was  intent  upon  extending  her  commerce,  bringing 
her  manufadlures  to  perfeflion,  and  reprcffing  the  infolence 
of  the  Barbary  Corfairs.  His  Portuguefe  Majefly  endea- 
voured, hy  certain  peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the 
exportation  of  gold  coin  from  his  dominions;  and  infifted 
upon  infpefling  the  books  of  the  BritiQi  merchants  fettled 
at  LiJbon ;  but  they  refufcd  to  comply  with  this  demand, 
which  was  contrary  to  a  treaty  fubfifting  between  the  two 
crowns ;  and  he  thought  proper  to  acquiefce  in  their  re- 
fufal.  He  was  much  better  employed  in  obtaining  from 
the  Pope  an  abolition  of  the  annual  proccflion  called  the 
AuU  da  fs,  one  of  the  mod  horrid  triumphs  of  fpiritual 
tyranny.  The  peace  of  Italy  was/ecured  by  a  defenftve 
treaty 
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treaty  concluded  at  Madtid-  between  the  Emperor,  his 
Catholick  Majefly,  the  King  or  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  the  , 
Duice  of  Parma;   to  which  treaty  the  King  of  Sardinia 
afterwards  acceded. 

§  XIV,  With  refpca  to  the  great  fchemc  of  defling 
.  the  Archduke  Joleph  king  of  the  Komans,  frclh  objec- 
tions fecmed  to  rife  from  different  quarters.  The  good 
underftanding  between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Hanover 
received  an  additional  Ihock,  from  a  difpute  concerning 
-the  property. :of  £aft.Friefeland,  which  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jcfty,  bad  fecured,  aa  Ijeir  to  tbelaft  pofTeflbr.  His  Bri- 
taiinick  MajsQy,  as  EleSor  of  .Hanover,  having  preienflons 
to  the  fame  ioheriUnce,  his  ttiinifiec.  delivered  a  memorial 
to  the  diet  of  theiEmpire,  a&^bl^d  rat  Ratifbon,  demand- 
ing that  the  King  of .Pniffia,  a^.f  lf0of.  of  Brandenburg, 
.fliovld  be  referred  to  the  deciJisn-  Qf.the^Aulick  council^  in 
regard  to  his  claim  to  the  eftatesof  £aft  Friefeland^.butthe 
King  being  already  in  pplle^on,  refufed  to  fubnik  his 
right  to  the  deftmioatieii  of  that  of  aity  other  tribtmal ; 
and  when  the  diet  prefumed.  to  dieJiherale  pp  tbi»  afiair, 
liit  envoy  entered  a,  ftrong  pioteft  agaiaft  their..  [»roceed- 
. jngs.  At  tbe  fame  time,  he  prcfenfed  the  other  jninifteft 
with  a  miemorial,  tending  to  refute  the  Elefl^r  qf  Ha- 
jBover's  pretenflons  to  the~principaUty  in  quefiion. 

§XV.  At  this  jun^ure  his  Pruffian  Majefly^inade  no 
fcruple  of  expreffing  big  refentment  againft  the  court  of 
London,  whicH  be  feemed  to  confidec  as  an  officious  cabal, 
that  bad  no  right-  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairapf  Germany, 
His  refident  at  Londop  complained  to  the  Brkifli  miniftry, 
chat  divers  Oiips,  failing  under  the  Pruffian  flag,  bad  been 
{bpped  at  Tea,  and  even  feifed,  by  Englifli  ciuifers ;  and 
that  his  fubje^  had  been  ill-treated  and  opprefled :  he, 
therefore,  demanded  reparaticm  in  a  perepiptory  tone ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  difcontinued  the  payment  of  the 
Silcfia  loan,  which  he  had  charged  himfelf  with,  by  an 
article  in  the  treaty  of  Brellau.  This  was  a  fum  of  money 
^mounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufitnd  pounds, 
^Khich  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  ftitber  of  the  reigning 
X  ^  Emprefs, 
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tmpfcfi,  had  borrowed  fif  the  fubjefls  of  Great- Britairt, 
on  condition  of  paying  an  intereft  of  fix  per  "centi   irtd 
srtgaging  the  filver  mines  of  Silefii  fdr  the  rApaymettC 
of  the  principal.     Thefe  devolved  to  the  Kingof  Prtiiffia 
with  this  incumbraftce,  and  he  continued  to  pay  tbe  in- 
tereft punSually  till  thit  juitdure,  vthefi  the  payment  was 
(topped ;  and  he  publifbed  a  paper,  intituled,  *'  rth  Expofi- 
tion  of  the  Motives  Which  4nfliienced  his  Cpndu6t  on  this 
Occafion."     In  his  nwtnurial  to   the  miniftry  of  Great- 
Britain  he  alledged,  Thit  eighteen  Prulflan   fliips,   and 
thirty-three  neutral  vefTela,  in  whk:b  the  fU^w^B  of  Pri^- 
fii  tvere  concerned,  h^  been   unjuftly  feifcd  by  Englidi 
{trivateers :   his  acco8rit*-df  daitiages  amounted  to  a  v«ry 
COttAderablelum;  and  he  iienianded,:in  ttemoftdogmatick 
terms,  that  the  alFair  Aould   be  finally  dffcufled   Jn  tlte 
term  of  three  months  fi'dni  the  date  of  -  faia  remonftruic«. 
The  expofition  and  iAeniorial>  were  fubjeded  to  the  exs:- 
mination  of  ihe-aWeft-  civilians  in  England,  who  refuted 
fvciy  article  of  thettha^ge  with  equalprecifion  and  p^ 
fpicuity.-   They  pfbvtd;<hat  c&ptures-by  fea  fell  properly 
under  the  cognizancA  of  thofe  powers  under  whcMTejurif- 
di^ion  the  feifures  were  made  ;  and,  therefore,  his  Pru^ 
fian  Majcfty  could  iiot,  confiftent  with  the  law  of' nations, 
determine  thefe  difputcj  in  his  owii  tribunals.-    They  de^ 
tnonilrated,  by  undoubted  evidence,  the  falfity  of  many 
fi&i  alledged  in   the  memorial,  as  \trell   as  the  faifnefs  of 
the  proceedings   by  which  fome  few  of  the  Pruffian  vef- 
fels  had  been  condemned  j  and  made  it  appear,  that  n6 
infult  or  injury  had  been  offered  to  the  fubje^ii  of  Pruffia. 
Finally,  they  obferved,  that  the  Silefia  loan  was  a  private 
tranfaiSiron  nf  fuch  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a  war  had  hap- 
pened between  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  his  Britaii- 
pick  Majefty,  this  muft  hive  been  held  facred  and  invio- 
lable: that  when  the  Emprefs-Queen  ceded  Silcfia  to  tlw 
King  of  Proffia,  this  mt^arch  charged  himfelf  with  the 
repayment  of  the  loan,  which,  being  a  private  debt,  and 
transferable,   was  now  difFufed  into  different  countries, 
$D^  bppomf  the  property  of  many  others  befides  tbe  fub- 
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jeftsof  Gir«t-Britatn.      They 'wound  up  thdr  chain  of    cmap, 
leafoning  by  obferving,   that,    according  to   agreement  .^      '  j 
with  the  Emperor,  the  whole  of  this  loan  Ihould  have       1751. 
been  repiyed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-five  ;  whereas  the  complaints  rpecitied  in  thePruffian 
tnemorlal  were  founded  on  fafta  poflerior  to  that  period. 
Whether  his   Pruflian  Majefty  was  convinced  by  thefe 
reafons,  and  defifted  from  priociple,  or  thought  proper  to 
give  up  his   claim   upon  other  political  confi derations ; 
certain  it  is,  he  no  longer  inftfted  upon  faiisfa^lion,  but 
ordered  the  payments  of  the  SileTia   loan  to  be  continued 
without  further  interniptron  :    a  report,  indeed,  was  cir- 
culated, that  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  demur  tjy  a 
certain  prince,  whtr  employed  his  agents  to  buy  up  gre^     * 
part  of  the  loan  at  a  confiderabledifcount. 

$  XVI/  -How  much  Ibever  the  King  of  Pniffia  maybe 
the  fut^eS  of.cenfure  on  cGivoccafion,  it  muft  be  allowed 
that,  with  itgftfd  to  hi?  own  fubjeds,  he  aded  as  a  wite 
■legiflator,  and  theTather  ef  his  country.  He  peopled  the 
deferts  oF  Pohierania,  by  encouraging,  with  royal  boun- 
ties, a  great  number  of  induftrions  emigrants  to  fettle  in 
that  province;  the  face  of  which,  in  a  very  few  years, 
underwent  the  moft  agreeable  alteration.  Above  fixty 
new  villages  arofe  amidfl  a  barren  wafte,  and  every  part 
of  the  country  exhibited  -  marks  offuccefsful  cultivation.  ' 
Thofe  folitary  and  defolate  plains,  where  no  human  foot- 
fleps  had  for  many  ages  been  feen,  were  now  converted  into 
fields  of  corn.  7'he  farms  were  regularly  parcelled  out :  the 
houfes  multiplied,  and  teemed  With  population :  the  happy 
pcafants,  flieltered  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  their  king's 
protedion,  fowed  their  grounds  in  peace,  and  reaped 
their  harveftt  in  fecurity.  The  fame  care  and  indulgence 
were  extended  to  the  unpeopled  parts  of  other  province! 
within  the  PrulGan  dominions,  and  extraordinary  en- 
couragement was  granted  to  all  French  proteftants  who 
flunild  come  and  fettle  under  the  govennncnt  of  this  politi- 
cal fage. 
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,  §  XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  ftill  em~ 
I  ployed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  fchemc  of  elcAing  a 
king  of  the  Romans ;  and  the  Elector  of  Mcntz,  in- 
iluenced  by  the  majority  of  the  college,  had  convoked  an 
ele^oral  diet  for  thatpurpofe.:  butllrongprotcfts  againft 
this  convocation  were  entered  by  the  Electors  of  Cologn 
and  Palatine,  infomuch  that  it  was  thought  expe^ent  to 
conciliate  this  laft,  by  taking  fome  fteps  in  his  favour,  with 
jefped  to  the  fatisfa^ioii  he  demanded  from  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  and  bis  Britannick  MajeOy,  His  claiot  upon  the 
courtof -Vienna  amounted  to  three  millions  of  florins,  by 
way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he  had  fuHained  during 
the  war.  He  demanded  of  the  King  of  England  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  llerlingr  for  prpvifion  and  forage  furnifhed 
to  the  Brltilh  trpops  while'  they  a£ted  on  the  Maine  ;  and 
the  like  futn  for  the  like  purpofes- from  the  States- General 
of  the  Uoieed  Provinces,  "^1  Ivpiprcfs.  Queen  could  not 
^elp  rcmonilrating  againft:  this  demand  as  exorbitant  in 
itfelf,  and  the  more  unreafonabl^,  as  the  Ele^or  Palatini 
at  the  death  of  her  father,'  had  openly  declared  agaiol^  the 
pragmatickfanfiion,  which,  h?  ^^^  guaranteed  in  the moft 
foiemn  manner :  Ihe,  therefore,  obferved,  that  the  damage 
be  hadXuftained,  in  confequence  of  that  declaration,  ought 
to  be  conftdercd  as  the  common  fate  of  war.  Thefe  rea- 
sons, though  conctulive  and  irrefragable  in  the  ufual  way 
of  arguing,  made  no  impreiBon  upon  the  Palatine,  who 
pcrfei^Iy  well  underfloodhls.own  importance,  and  was  de- 
termined  to  feile  this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  tfaebcft 
advantage.  The  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Maritime 
Powers,  finding  him  thus  d>llinately  attached  to  his  own 
intereft,  refolved  to  bring  him  over  to  their  views  at  any 
rate,  and  commenced  a  negociation  with  him,  which  pro> 
duced  a  formal  treaty.  By  this  convention  his  demands 
in  money  were  fixed  at  twelve  hundred  thovfand  Dutch 
florins,  to  be  paid  at  three  jnftalments,  five  hundred  thou- 
fand by  the  Emprefs- Queen,  and  the  remaining  feven 
hundred  thoufand  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  th^ 
States-General,  according  to  the  proportion  eftablifhed  in 
formcf 
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former  treaties.    The  privilege  of  Noa  appellaidit  for  the    chap. 
duchy  of'  Deujc-ponts,  was  confirmed   to  his    eleitoral  ^^       '     ^ 
highnefs,  together  with  fome  other  rights  and  pretenfions,       1751. 
in  conftdeiatioii  of  bis  concurrtng  with  the  other  dehors 
in' the  choice  of  a. king  of  the  Romans,  to  be  ele^ed  ac- 
cording to  the  cufloma  prcfcribed  by  the  laws  andconfti- 
tutions  of  fbe  Empire.     He  likewife  engaged  to  join  them 
in  fettling  thearticlcsof  the  capitulation  with  the  King  of 
the .  Romans,    emperor  in  future.    Yet,  even  after  the 
(Concurrence  of  tbia  prince  was   fecund,    tfae  purpofed 
deflion  proved  ahoitive^  from  the  llrong  objeSions  that 
were  9arted,  and  the  ftrenuoin  oppofition  which  was  made 
by  hii  Pruffian  Majefty,  who  perhaps  afpired  in  fecret  ac 
the  Imperial  dignity,  whicb  the  Emprds^Queen  took  all     . 
tliis  paina  ta  perpetuate  ht  her  own  &mily.  •■ 

§  XVIII.  The  King  of  Great- Britain,  returning  from  An.  175^* 
tiie  continent,  opened  die*  feffibn  of  parliament  on  the 
devcnth'day  of  January  with  a  fpeecb,  implying.  That 
all  hii  vic*s  and  negociationa  had  been  calculated  and  di- 
teded'to  preferve  and  fecure  the  duration  of  the  general 
peace,  fo  agreeable  and  necefiary  to  the  welfare  of  all 
£tirbpe  :  That  he  had  the  fatisfadion  to  be  aJTured  of  a 
good  difpofit ion  in  all  the  powers  that  were  his  allies,  to 
adhere  to  the  feme  falutary  objeS.  He  exhorted  them  to 
continue  their  attention  to  the  redudion  of  the  national 
debt,  the  augmentation  of  the  finking  fund,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  publick  revenue.  He  recommended 
to  their  ferious  confidcration  what  further  laws  and  regu- 
lations might  be  necefiary  for  fuppreffing  thofe  crimes  and 
difbrders,  of  which  the  publick  had fojuftly complained: 
and  concluded  with  an  afltirance,  that  his  hearty  con- 
currence and  endeavours  fhould  never  be  wanting  in  any 
meafurc  that  might  promote  their  welfare  and  profperity. 
The  addrefles  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  were  couched  in 
the  ufual  form  of  implicit  approbation:  but  that  of  the 
Commons  did  not  pafs  without  queftion.     The  Earl  of 

E look  exceptions  to  one  paragraph,  in  which  they 

acknowledged  his  Majelly's  wifdom,  as  well  at  goodnt^. 
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'  ^%u^    parfuing  Aich  meafurcs  as  mufl  contribnte  ta  tnatnt^  aad~ 

Y_  '  J  render  permanent  the  general  tran<)uiUity  of' Eurc^;  and 
>75]-  declared  their  fatisfa^ion  at  the  afluninces  his  Majefty  bad 
received  from  his  allies,  that  thay  were  all  attached  to  tfas 
J^meCalutary  objeft.  His  lordfhip  expatiated  on  the  ab- 
^rdity  of  thefe  compliments  at  tuch  ajtinduie,  when  the 
peace  of  Europe  was  lo  precarious,  and  the  Engl'ifb  Bation. 
had  To  much  caufe  of  complaint  and  difiatisfadtion.  He 
was  fccondtd  by  fome  other  individuals,  who  decklmed 
with  great  vivacity  againft  continental  connexions ;  and- 
endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weakiids  and  folly  of  the  whole 
fyftem  of  foreign  meafures  -  w4itch  our  miniftry  bad-JaieljF 
purfued.  It  miift  be  owned,  iijdeed,  that  they,  aitg^ 
have  cbofen  a  better  opportunity  to  compOmcRt  their 
fovereign  on  the  'permanency  of  the  peace  than  at  this 
janfture,  when  they  mud  have  feen  themfelveson  the  very 
brink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the  moll  formidaMe  power  in 
Europe.  But  the  truth  is,  tbcfe  addreflet  to  the  throne 
had  been  long  confidered  as  compliments  of  coutle,  im- 
plying no  more  than  a  refpet^ul  attachment  to  theii; 
fovereign:  accordingly,  both  Hojufes  agreed  to  their  re- 
Ipcfiive  addrcflcB  without  divilion.  The  two  grand  com- 
mittees of  fupply  and  of  ways  and  means  being  eflablifhed, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  was  tranfaded  without  nrnch 
altercation;  and  the  people  had  great  reafon  to  be  fattafied 
with  their  moderate  proceedings.  Ten  thoufand  {cenea, 
and  the  ufuat  number  of  land'ttarces,  were  retained  for 
the  ferviceofthe  cnfuing  year.  They  provided  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  new  colony  in  Nova-Scotia,  the  civil 
ellabliChment  of  Georgia,  the  fupport  of  the  cafUes  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  and  theereSionof  1  new  fort  at  Anama- 
boa,  where  the  French  had  attempted  to  make  ^fettle- 
ment  j  and  they  enabled  bis  Majefly  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments with  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Eledor  of  Ba- 
varia. 

§  XIX.  The  fupplics,  including  grants  for  former  de- . 

ficiencies  and  fervices,  for  wbicl)  no  provi&on  had  beea 

made  in  the  couife  of  the  laft  year,  did  not  exceed  two 

miilioDi 
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imillionsone  buinlrcd  thirty-two  thouland  feven  hiindEcd    chap. 
«nd    fevcn  pounds,   fcvcntecn  fhillings,  and   two-pence  f 

■lutf-pcnnyj  in  order  to  defray. which  expenfe  they  aflign-  >7si> 
«d  the  duty  on  malt.  Sec.  the  land-tax  at  two  (hillings  in 
Che  pound,  the  furplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  Kxchequer^ 
and  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  the  finlcing  fund ;  fo  thai  th^exceedings  amounted 
to  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds*.  As  for  the 
national  debt,  it  now  flood  at  iheenormousfuroof  feventy- 
four  millions  three  hundred  (ixty-eight  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds,  fifteen  fhillings,  and  one 
penny;  and  the  finking  fund  produced  one  million  Icven 
'  hundred  thirty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds,  fix  fhillings,  and  ten-pence  farthing, 

§  XX.  One  of  the  firfl  meafures  brought  upon  the 
carpet,  in  thecourfeof  this  feffion,  was  an  a<^  conuining 
r^ulations  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  game, 'of  which 
(o  great  faavoclc  had  been  made  by  poachers,  and  other 
perfons  unqualified  to  enjoy  that  diverfion,  that  the  total 
extirpation  of  it  was  apprehended. 

§  XXI.  The  next  ftep  taken  by  the  Commons  was  an 
afiair  of  much  greater  confequence  to  the  community, 
being^a  bill  for  obliging  fhips  the  more  effeflually  to  per- 
form quarantine,  in  order  to  prevent  the  plague  from 
being  imported  from  foreign  countries  into  Great-Britajn. 
For  this  purpofe,  it  was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful 
vifitation  fhouid  appear  in  any  ,fhip  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Finifterre,  the  mafter  or  commander  fhouid  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  harbour  df  New  Grimfby,  in  one  of 
the  iflands  of  Scilly,  and  there  communicate  the  difcovery 
to  fome  officer  of  the  Cufloms;  who  fhouid,  with  the 
firft  opportunity,  tranfmit  this  intelligence  to  another 
Cuflom-houfe  officer  in  the  nearelt  port  of  England,  to 

I  *  SeT«ral  dutici  on  filt,  it  well  is  oand  and  while  hemngi  dtlWcred  oat 

I  ibrhome  confumptian,  were  lendeied  pcrpEtual,  ihough  fubjcA  10  be  re- 

L  deniKd  bj  parliazuentj  ind  jtwu  piovidEd,  ihat  the  debt  conlrafleil  upon 

i*^       .dlcledutiH  beioe  difthargcd,  all  the  aftu  pi:>Kliiet  of  them  lliaiild  bccom* 
{ut  of  die  finkisg  fund. 
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be  by  him  forwarded  to  one  of  his  Majcft/s  principal 
J  fecretaries  of  Hue.  In  the  meaii  time  the  Oiip  (faould  re- 
main at  the  faid  illand,  and  not  an  individual  prefume  to 
go  afliore,  until  his  Majefty's  pleafure  fliould  be  known. 
It  was  alfo  provided,  that  in  cafe  the  mailer  of  a  Ibip 
thus  tnfeded  Ihould  not  be  able  to  make  the  iflands  o( 
Scilly,  or  be  forced  ^up  cither  channel  by  violent  winda, 
he  fliould  not  enter  any  frequented  harbour ;  but  remain 
in  fome  open  road,  until  he  could  receive  orders  from  his 
Majefty,  or  the  privy-council :  that,  during  this  intervaj, 
he  fliould  avoid  all  intercourfe  with  the  fliore,  or  any 
peifon  or  veflel  whaCfoever,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  guilty 
of  felony,  and  fufFering  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

§  XXII.  In  order  the  more  effeflually  to  reprefs  the 
barbarous  pradice  of  plundering  fliips  which  have  the 
misfortune  to  fufFer  Jhipwrecic  j  a  praSice  which  prevailed 
upon  many  diHerent  parts  of  the  Britifli  cokfi,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  nation,  and  the  fcandal  of  hujnan  nature ;  a 
bill  was  prepared,  containyig  claufes  to  enforce  the  laws 
againft  fuch  favage  delinquents,  who  prowl  along 
the  fhorc,  like  hungry  wolves,  In  hopes  of  preying  upon 
their  fellow -creatures ;  and  certain  provifions  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  unhappy  fufferers'*.  When  the  mutiny-bill 
fell  under  deliberation,  the  Earl  of  Egmont  propofed 
a  new  cJaufe  for  empowering  and  requiring  regimental 
courts- martial  to  examine  Vitnefles  upon  oath  in  all 
their  trials.  The  propofal  occafioncd  a  debate,  in  which 
the  miniftry  were  pretty  equally  divided  j  but  the  claufe 
was  difapproved  by  the  majority,  and  this  annual  bill  was 
enabled  into  a  law  without  any  alteiation. 

§  xxm. 

•  By  ttii  new  liw,  die  cleik  of  the  peace  tn  the  aouKty  wtim  the  aim 
Di»li  be  commitleii  is  obliged,  upon  receiTing  proper  m(bti»ation,  ta  jre- 
fecute  Che  oSendcn it  tbeexpenfe  of  the  counlj.  It  wii  likcwife  propolol, 
that  in  cife  no  profecucion  of  this  nature  ifaauU  be  commenced  within  a  cer- 
tain limited  time  after  the  Infoimation  ftould  hiTe  been  legally  given,  iir 
'  thtt  cafe  the  county  might  be  fued  by  the  perfon  who  hid  fulblned  ihe 
damage,  and  obliged  to  indemnify  him  foi  hia  lofs :  bot  this  clanTc  wu  rt- 
jefled,  by  the  majority ;  and  the  bill,  having  made  its  way  throagh  b»th> 
Houba,  leceived  the  tayal  allenc 
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§  XXIII.  The  next  bill  was  framed  in  confequence  of  *^  ",***• 
divers  petitions  prcfented  by  the  exporters  of  corn,  who  ^  '  f 
complained  that  the  bounties  were  not  paid,  and  prayed  >7£i* 
that  the  Houle  would  make  proper  provifion  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  importing. 
That  intcrcft  after  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  fhoutd  be 
allowed  upon  every  deb^iture'for  the  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  payable  by  the  receiver-general  or  calhier 
of  the  Cuftoms,  until  the  principal  could  be  difcharged 
Out  of  fuch  CuAoms  or  duties  as  ut  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  this  bounty.  This  premium  on  the  exportation 
of  corn  ought  not  to  be  granted,  except  when  the  lownefs 
of  the  market-price  in  Great-Britain  proves  that  there  is  a 
fuperabundance  in  the  kingdom  [  otherwife  the  exporter 
will  find  his  account  in  depriving  our  own  labourers  of 
their  bread,  in  order  to  fupply  our  rivals  at  an  eafier  rate : 
for  example,-  fuppofe  wheat  in  England  fliould  fell  for 
twenty  fliillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might  export  it  to 
France,  and  afford  it  to  tb^people  of  that  kingdom  for 
eighteen  fliillings,  becaufe  the  bounty  on  exportation 
would,  even  at  that  rate,  afford  him  a  coufiderable  ad- 
vantage. 

§  XXIV.  A  great  number  of  merchants  having  prefentcd 
petitions  from  diflercnt  parts  of  the  kingdom,  reprefenting 
that  the  trade  to  Turkey  was  greatly  decreafed,  afcribinjr 
this  diminution  to  the  exdufive  charter  enjoyed  by  a  mo- 
nopoly, and  praying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid  open  to 
^1  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  one  of  the  members  for  Liver- 
pool moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpofe. 
Such  a  meafure  bad  been  twice  before  propofed  without 
fuccefs;  but  now  it  was  adopted  without  oppofition.  A 
bill  was  immediately  introduced ;  and,  notwiihAanding  all 
the  intereft  and  efforts  of  the  Turkey  company,  who  pe- 
titioned the  Houfe  againft  it,  and  were  heard  by  their  coun- 
fel,  it  palled  through  both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal 
fan^ion.  By  this  regulation  any  Britilh  fubje^  may  ob- 
tain the  freedom  of  the  Turkey  company,  by  paying  or 
rendering  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds ;  and  all  the  members 
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are  Tccured  from  At  tyranny  of  opprejEvc  by-laws,  coa- 
I  trived  by  any  monopolizing  cabal*.  ^^, 

§  XXV.  But  this  TeiSon  W4s  chiefly  diftingui&ed  by 
an  a£t  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and  a  bill  for  the  better  pre- 
venting cUndefline  marriagej,  Th«  firft  of  thefe,  which 
palled  without  much  oppofitjon  In  the  Houfe^of  Lords, 
from  whence  it  defcended  to  the  Conimons,  was  intituled| 
**  An  A3  to  permit  Pcrfons  profelSng  the  JewiQi  Religion 
**  to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
"  therein  mentioned,"  It  was  fupportcd  by  fome  petitions 
of  merchants  and  ihanufa^urers,  who,  upon  examination, 
appeared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  dependants ;  and  counte- 
nanced by  the  miniftry,  who  thought  they  forefaw,  in  the 
confequences  of  fuch  a  naturalization,  a  great  acceffion  to 
the  moneyed  intereft,  and  a  coniiderable  increafe  of  their 
own  influence  among  the  individuals  of  that  community. 
They  boldly  aflirmed,  that  fnch  a  law  would  greatly  con- 
duce to  the  advantage  of  the  nationj  that  it  would 
encourage  perfans  of  wea)|li  to  remove  with  their  ef- 
fects from  foreign  parts  into  Great- Britain,  increafe  the 
commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  fet  a  laudable 
example  of  indullry,  temperance,  and  frugality.  Sucb, 
however,  were  not  the  fentiments  of  the  Lord-Mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London  in  common- 
council  afiemhied,  who,  in  a  petition  to  parliament,  ex- 
prelTed  their  apprehenfion  that  the  bill,  if  palled  into  a  law, 
would  tend  greatly  to  the  dilhonour  of  the  cbriftian  retigioa, 
endanger  the  excellent  conftitution,  and  be  highly  prga- 
dicial  to  the  intereft  and  trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general, 
and  of  the  city  of  London  in  particular.    Another  petition 

to 

*  ScTCril  othEi  bill]  were  palTed— one  for  KguUtlng  Ae  number  of  pntlkk- 
boulc].  Bid  the  Dwre  ealy  conv1£lidn  of  pEifoni  felUog  ale  inii  [lran{[  liquon 
without  liceofe  ;  an  a&  which  empowered  the  jufilcea  ofpuceta  tyianaift 
ovei  their  fellow  fubjefls— a  fccond,  enabling  the  magiltratei  of  Edinburgh  to 
Impiove,  enlacge,  and  adorn  the  avenueiandnreeti  of  that  city,  ticcoiding  ni 
uqcened  plan,  ca  be  eiecutcd  by  volunlarf  fubfcriptiDa— a  third,  allowing  the 
tipoiUtioD  of  wobI  and  woolen  yarn  fioin  Ireland  into  any  pott  in  Creat-Bri- 
tun— and  a  fourth,  pnfcribiag  the  breadth  of  the  wheels  bdongiog  to  bcaj 
carnal**,  ibaClhe  high  taadi  of  the  Unsdoni  might  be  tlu  better  preferred. 
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Co  the  fame  purpofe  was  next  day  prefentcd  to  the  Houfe,  CHAP, 
ftibfcribed  by  merchants  and  traders  of  Che  city  of  London  ;  ■  '  j 
who,  among  other  allegations,  obfervcd,  that  the  confc-  1753., 
<)uences  of  fitch  a  naturalization  would  greatly  afiefl  their 
trade  and  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  particularly 
With  Spaiti  and  Portugal.  Counfel  was  heard,  evidence 
Examined,  and  the  bill  produced  violent  debates,  in  whicli 
there  feemed  to  be  more  paflion  than  patriotifm,  more  decla- 
mation than  argument.  The  adverfaries  of  the  bill  affirtn- 
6d,  thlt  fuch  a  naturalization  would  deluge  the  kingdom 
frith  brokersj  ufurers,  and  beggars;  that  the  rich  Jews, 
under  the  Ihadovr  of  this  indulgence,  would  purchafe  lands, 
dnd  even  advov/fons  ;  fo  as  not  only  to  acquire  an  intereft 
in  the  legifltturc,  but  alfd  to  influence  the  conftitution  of 
the  church  of  Chrift,  to  which  they  were  the  inveterate  and 
profefled  enemies :  that  the  Ibwrt  clafa  of  that  nation, 
when  thus  admitted  to  the  right  of  denizens,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  induftrious  natives  who  earn  their  livelihood 
by  their  labour;  and  by  dint  of  the  moft  parfimonioua  ffu- 
gality,  to  which  the  Englifli  arc  ftrangers,  work  at  an 
under-price ;  fo  as  not  only  to  fhare,  but  even  in  a  man- 
ner to  exclude  them  from  all  employment :  that  fuch  an 
adoption  of  vagrant  Jews  into  the  community,  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  would  rob  the  real  fubjeils  of  their 
birthright,  difgrace  thecharadtcr  of  the  nation^  expofc 
tbemfelves  to  the  mofl  difhonourable  participation  and  in- 
tttifion,  endanger  the  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate^ 
and  be  An  indelible  reproach  upon  the  eftabliHied  religion 
of  the  country.  Some  of  thefe  oratots  feemed  tranfported 
even  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm.  They  prognofticated  that 
the  Jews  Would  multiply  fo  much  in  number,  engrols 
fuch  wealth,  and  acquire  fo  great  power  and  inlluent^e  in 
Great -Britain,  that  their  perfons  would  be  reveredj  their 
ciiftoms  imitated,  and  Judaifm  become  the  fafhionable  re- 
ligion of  the  EngliOi,  Finallyi  they  affirmed  thatfuchanafl 
was  direflly  flying  in  the  face  of  the  phrophefy,  which'  d«. 
Clares,  that  the  Jews  fhall  bea  fcattered  people,  without  coun- 
try or  fixed  habitation,  until  they  fhall  be  converted  from  their 
Vot.IlI.  V  infidelity. 
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BOOK,    infidelity,  and  gathered  together  in  the  land  of  their  Tore- 

.  '  .  fathers.  Thcfe  arguments  and  apprehenfions,  which  were 
175J.  in  reality  frivolous  and  chimerical,  being  indullrioufly  cir- 
culated among  the  vulgar,  naturally  prejudiced  againft  the 
Jewifh  people,  excited  fuch  a  ferment  throughout  the  na- 
tion, as  ought  to  have  deterred  the  tniniltry  from  the  profe- 
cution  of  fuch  an  unpopular  meafure;  which,  however, 
they  had  courage  enough  to  maintain  againft  all  oppofiiion. 
The  bill  pafTsd  the  ordeal  of  both  Houtes,  and  his  Majefty 
vouchfafed  the  royal  fanflion  to  this  law  in  favour  of  the 
Hebrew  nation.  The  truth  is,  it  might  have  increafed  the 
wealth,  and  extended  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain,  had 
it  been  agreeable  to  the  people ;  and  as  the  naturalized 
Jews  would  ftill  have  been  excluded  from  all  civil  and 
military  offices,  as  well  as  from  other  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  Chriftian  brethren>  in  all  probability  they  would 
-  ,  have  gradually  forfaken  their  own  unprofitable  and  obfli- 
nate  infidelity,  opened  their  eyes  to  the  fliining  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  and  joined-their  fellow- fubjefls  in  embracing 
the  docirines  of  Chrillianity.  But  no  miniflry  ought  to 
rifk  an  experiment,  how  plaufible  foever  it  may  be,  if  they 
find  it,  as  this  was,  an  objeft  of  the  people's  unconquerable 
averfion.  What  rendered  this  unpopular  meafure  the 
more  impoliticic,  was  the  unfeafotiable  junfture  at  which 
it  was  carried  into  execution  ;  that  is,  at  the  eve  ofage- 
neral  election  for  a  new  parliament,  when  a  minifter  ougbt 
'  carefully  to  avoid  every  ftep  which  may  give  umbrage  to 
the  body  of  the  people.  The  Earl  of  Kg 1,  who  ar- 
gued againft  the  bill  with  equal  power  and  vivacity,  inde-  . 
fcribing  the  effeft  it  might  have  upon  that  occafion,  "  I 
*'  am  amazed  [faid  he)  that  this  confideration  makes  no 
"  iuHpreffion.— When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  off,  (hall 
"  arrive,  I  (hall  not  fear  to  fet  my  foot  upon  any  ground 
"  of  eledlion  in  the  kingdom,  in  oppofitidn  to  any  one  man 
"  among  you,  or  any  new  Chriftian,  who  has  voted  or  ap- 
**  pearedin  favour  of  this  naturalization." 

§  XXVI.  Another   bill,  tranfmitted   from    the    Upper 
Houfe,  met  with  a  reception  equally  -unfavourable  among 

the 
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the  Commons,  though  it  was  TuHained  on  the  flioulders  of  chap, 
the  majority,  and  thus  forced  its  way  to  the  throne,  where  ^  — .-1.^/ 
it  obtained  the  royal  approbation.  The  practice  of  folemn-  1753. 
ifing  clandeftine  marriages,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of 
families,  and  lb  often  productive  of  mifcry  to  the  parties 
themlelves  thus  united,  was  an  evil  that,  prevailed  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Icgiflature,  The 
fons  and  daughters  of  great  and  opulent  families,  before 
they  had  acquired  knowledge  and  experience,  or  attained , 
to  the  yeairs  of  difcretion,  were  every  day  feduced  in  their 
afietSions,  and  inveigled  into  matches  big  with  infamy 
and  ruin  ;  and  thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  oppor- 
tunities that  occuVred  of  being  united  inftantaneoufly  by 
the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in  the  firft  tranfport  of  paffion, 
before  thedetiined  viiflim  had  time  to  cool  or  deliberate  on 
the  fubjeC);,  For  this  pernicious  purpofe,  there  was  a  band  of 
profligate  mifcreants,  the  refufe  of  the  clergy,  dead  to  every 
fentiment  of  virtue,  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  decency  and 
decorum,  for  the  moft  part  prifoners  for  debt  or  delin- 
quency, and  indeed  the  very  outcafls  of  human  fociety,  who 
hovered  about  the  verge  of  the  Fleet-prifon  to  intercept  cuf- 
tomers,  plyinglikc  porters  for  employment,  and  performed 
the  ceremony  of  marriage  without  licenfe  orqueftion.in  cel- 
lars, garrets,  or  alehoufes,  to  the  fcandal  of  religion,  and 
the  difgrace  of  that  order  which  they  profefled.  The  eafe 
vrith  which  this  ecclefiaftical  fan^ion  was  obtained,  and 
the  vicious  difpofition  of  thofe  wretches,  open  to  the 
practices  of  fraud  and  corruption,  were  produ^ive  of  po- 
lygamy, indigence,  conjugal  infidelity,  proflitution,  Mid 
every  curfe  that  could  imbittcr  the  married  ftate,  A  re- 
markable cafe  of  this  nature  having  fallen  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Peers,  in  an  appeal  from  an  inferior  tribunal, 
that  Houfe  ordered  the  judges  to  prepare  a  new  bill  for  prc- 
Tcn ting  fuch  abufes;  and  one  was  accordingly  framed, 
undef  the  aufpices  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  at  that  time  lord  high 
chancellor  of  England.  In  order  to  anticipate  the  t»d 
eSi:<Sls  of  clandeftine  marriages,  this  new  ftatutc  enaited. 
That  the  banns  jhpuld  be  regularly  publilhed,  three  fuc- 
Y  2  ceffive 
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BOOK  celQve  Sundays,  in  the  church  of  the  parifli  where  the  par- 
!_,.._  '  _f  ties  dwell :  That  no  licenfe  Ihould  be  granted  to  marry  in 
1753.  3"y  place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has  not  dwelt  at  leaft  a 
mouth,  except  a  fpecial  licenfe  by  the  Archbilbop :  That 
if  any  marriage  fliould  be  folemnifed  in  any  other  place 
than  a  church  or  a  chapel,  without  a  fpecial  licenlt,  or 
in  a  publicic  chapel,  without  having  publilhed  the  banns, or 
obtained  a  licenfe  of  fomc  perfon  properly  qualified,  the 
marriage  Ihould  be  void,  and  the  perfon  who  folemnifed  it 
tranfported  for  feven  years ;  That  marriages,  by  licenlc,  of 
parties  under  age,  without  confent  of  parent  or  guardian, 
fliould  be  null  and  void,  unlefs  the  party  under  age  be  a 
widow,  and  the  parent  refufing  confent  a  widow  married 
again  :  That  when  the  confent  of  a  mother  or  guardian  ii 
lefufed  from,  caprice,  or  fuch  parent  or  guardian  be  ma 
compel  mentii,  or  beyond  fea,  the  minorfhould  haverecourfe 
for  relief  to  the  court  of  Chancery  :  That  no^  fuit  Ihould 
be  commenced  to  compel  a  celebration  of  murriage,  upoa 
pretence  of  any  contraft  :  That  all  marriages  fhould  be 
folemnifed  before  two  witnefles,  and  an  entr^  be  mide  in 
a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe,  whether  it  was  by  banns  OT 
licenfe,' whether  either  of  the  parties  was  under  age,  or  the 
marriage  celebrated"  with  the  confent  of  parent  or  guardian; 
and  this  entry  (o  be  figned  by  the  miniller,  the  parties, 
and  the  witnefies  :  That  a  falfe  licenfe  or  certificate,  or  de- 
ftroying  regifter  books,  Ihould  be  deemed  felony,  either  in 
principal  or  acceffary,  and  punifhed  with  deatli.  The  bill, 
when  firft  confidered  in  tlie  Lower  Houfe,  gave  rife  to  a 
variety  of  debates ;  in  which  the  members  appeared  to  be 
divided  rather  according  to  their  real  fentiments,  than  by 
the  rules  of  any  political  diftinflion  :  for  fome  principal 
ftrvantsof  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  minifter,  who  countenanced  the  bill;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  fupported  by  certaifl 
chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  and  the  difputes  were  maintained 
.with  extraordinary  eagernefs  and  warmth.  The'  princi- 
pal jobj  eel  ions  imported,  that  fiich  leftri^iions  on  marriage 
would  damp  the  fpiritof  love  and  propagation  ;  promote 
mercenary 
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mercenary  matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domeftickhappincfs,  a^  chap, 
I  well  as  to  the  prejudice  of  pofterity  and  population;  im-  ,_  '  f 
pedc  the  circulacion  of  property,  by  preferving  the  wealth  ijjj. 
of  the  kingdom  among  a  kind  of  ariftocracy  of  opulent 
families,  who  would  always  intermarry  within  their  own 
pale  }  fubjedt  the  poor  to  many  inconveniencies,  and  extra- 
ordinary expenfe,  from  the  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  ob- 
ferved ;  and  throw  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  chancellor.  They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power 
had  a  right  to  dilTolve  a  vow  folemnly  made  in  the  fight  of 
heaven :  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill  prevented 
clandeAine  marriages,  it  would  encourage  fornication  and 
debauchery,  inafmuch  as  the  parties,  retrained  from  in- 
dulging their  mutual  pafHons  in  an  honourable  manner, 
would  be  tempted  to  gratify  them  by  ftealth,  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  reputation.  In  a  word ,  they  forefaiw  a  great  , 
number  of  evils  in  the  train  of" this  bill,  which  have  not 
yet  been  realifed.  On  the  other  fide,  its  advocates  en- 
deavoured to  refute  thefe  arguments,  and  fome  of  them 
(poke  with  great  ftrcngth  and  precifion.  The  bill  under- 
went a  great  number  of  alterations  and  amendments,  which 
were  not  elTefled  without  violent  conteft  and  altercation. 
At  length,  however,  it  was  floated  through  both  Houfes 
on  the  tide  of  a  great  majority,  and  fteered  into  the  fafe 
harbour  of  royal  approbation.  Certain  it  is,  the  abufe  of 
dandeQine  marriage  might  have  been  removed  upon  much 
eafier  terms  than  thofe  impofed  upon  the  fubjecl  by  thia 
bill,  which,  after  all,  hath  been  found  ineft'eftual,  as  it  may 
be  eafily  eluded  by  a  fliort  voyage  to  the  continent,  or  a 
ifioderate  jourhey  to  North-Britain,  where  the  indiflbluble 
knot  may  be  tied  without  fcruple  or  interruption, 

§  XXVII.  Over  and  above  thefe  new  ftatutes  there  were 
fome  other  fubjefls  which  occafionally  employed  ihe  at- 
tention of  the  Commons  ;  fuch  as  the  ftate  of  the  Briiifli 
fu gar- colonies,  which  was  confidered,  in  confequence  of 
petitions  prefented  by  the  fu  gar- refiners  and  grocers  of 
London,  Weftminfter,  and  Briftol,  complaining  of  the 
exorbitant  price  demanded  and  given  for  fugars  imported 
Y  3  from 
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BOOK     (ram   Jamaica;  defiring  ihat  the  proprietors  of  land  in 

^  '  ,  Jamaica  might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quantities  of 
'7S3-  ground  forraifing  fugar canes,  orthattliey  (the  petitioners) 
might  have  leave  to  import  mufcovado  fugars  from  other 
countries,  when  the  price  of  thofe  imported  from  Jamaica 
ihould  exceed  a  certain  rate.  This  remonSrance  was 
taken  into  confideration  by  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfej  and  a  great  number  of  evidences  and  papers  being 
examined,  they  refoiwed.  That  the  peopling  of  Jamaica 
wiiii  white  inhabitants,  and  cultivating  the  lands  thereof, 
would  be  the  moft  proper  meafure  for  fecuring  that  iJland, 
and  increafing  the  trade  and  navigation  between  it  and 
Great-Britain,  and  other  parts  of  his  Majcfty's  dominions: 
That  the  endeavours  hitherto  ofed  by  the  legiflature  of  Ja- 
maica to  increafe  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  en- 
force the  cultivation  of  lands,  in  the  manner  that  might 
belt  conduce  to  the  fecurity  and  dcfenfe  of  that  ifland,  had 
not  been  efFeflual  for  thefe  purpo&s.  The  Houfe  ordered 
a  bill  lobe  founded  on  thefe  refolutions  ;  but  this  was 
poftponed,  until  the  miniflry  fhould  receive  more  full  in- 
formation touching  the  true  ftatc  of  that  ifland.  The 
planters  of  Jamaica  laboured  under  many  griev'anccs  and 
bardfhips,  from  divers  heavy  impofitions  and  reftridions  ; 
and  a  detail  of  thefe  was  tranfmitted  in  a  reprefentation  to 
his  Majefty,  which  was  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the 
commifConers  of  trade  and  plantations.  The  caufe  of  the 
planters  was  defended  vigoroufly,  and  managed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Alderman  Beckford,  a  gentleman 
ofvafl:  pofieiTions  in  the  iHand  of  Jamaica,  who^perfeflly 
well  underftood,  and  ilrcnuoufly  fupportcd,  theinlcreft  of 
that  his  native  country. 

§  XXVin.  Abortive  alfo  proved  the  attempt  to  eftablifh 
a  law  for  keeping  an  annual  regifter  of  marriages,  births, 
deaths,  the  individuals  who  received  alms,  and  the  total 
number  of  people  in  Great-Britain.  A  bill  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  prcfented  by  Mr.  Potter,  a  gentleman  of 'pregnant 
parts  and  fpiritcd  elocution,  who,  enumerating  the  advan- 
tages of  fuch  a  law,  obfcrvcd,  that  it  would  afcertain  the 
number 
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number  of  the  people,  and  the  colleflive  ftrtngth  of  the  chap. 
nation  j  confequently  point  out  thofe  places  were  there  is  .  _  1  . 
a  dcfcd  or  excefs  of  population,  and  certainly  determine  17;]. 
whether  a  general  naturalization  would  be  advantageous 
or  prejudicial  to  the  community ;  that  it  would  decide  what 
number  of  men  might,  on  any  fudden  emergency,  be  le- 
vied for  the  dcfenfe  of  the  kingdom ;  and  whether  tlje  na- 
tion is  gainer  or  Infer  by  fending  its  natives  to  fettle,  and 
our  troops  to  defend  diflant  colonies  j  that  it  would  be  the 
means  of  eftabliffaing  a  local  adminiflration  of  civil  govern-  < 
ment,  or  a  police  upon  certain  fixed  principles,  the  want 
of  which  hath  been  long  a  reproach  to  the  nation,  a  fecuri- 
ty  to  vice,  and  an  encouragement  to  idlenefs  ;  that  in  ma- 
ny cafes,  where  all  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would 
enable  fuitors  to  recover  their  right  in  courts  of  juftice,  fa- 
cilitate an  equal  and  equitable  aflenment  in  raiftng  the 
prefent  taxes,  and  laying  future  impofirions;  fpecify  the 
lineal  defcents,  relations,  and  alliances  of  families  ;  lighten 
the  intolerable  burthens  incurred  by  the  publick,  from  in- 
numerable and  abfurd  regulations  relating  to  the  poor  j 
provide  for  them  by  a  more  equal  exertion  of  humanity, 
and  effeaually  fcreen  them  from  airrifque  of  perifting  by 
hunger,  cold,  cruelty,  and  opprefEon.  Whether  fuch  a 
law  would  have  anfwered  the  fanguineexpeflations  of  its 
patron,  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  though,  in  our 
opinion,  it  muft  have  been  attended  with  very  falutary  con- 
fequences,  particularly  in  reftralning  the  hand  of  robbery 
and  violence,  in  deteding  fraud,  bridling  the  ferocity  of  a 
licentious  people,  and  eftablifiiing  a  happy  fyftem  of  order 
and  filbordination.  At  firft  the  bill  met  with  little  oppo- 
fition,  except  from  Mr,  Thornton,  member  for  the  city  of 
York,  who  inveighed  againll:  it  with  great  fervour,  as  a 
raeafure  that  favoured  of  French  policy,  to  which  the  Eng- 
liOi  nation  ever  had  the  utmofl  averfion..  He  affirmed, 
that  the  method  in  which  it  was  propofed  this  regifter 
fhould  be  kept  would  furnifti  the  enemies  of  Great-Hritain 
with  continual  opportunities  of  knowing  the  ftrength  or 
^eakncfs  of  the  nation ;  that  it  would  empower  an  ill-de- 
Y  ^  figning 
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BOOK,     figning  minifter  to  execute  any  fchcmc  fubverrive-oFpubr 

^  '  ,  lick  liberty,  inveft  parifliand  petty  officers  of  the  peace  witl^ 
■75J.  exorbitant  powers,  and  coH:  the  nation  above  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  a-year  to  carry  the  fcheme  into  execution.  Tliefc 
arguments,  which,  we  apprehend,  are  extremely  frivolous 
^d  inconclufivc,  had  great  weight  with  a  confiderable 
number,  who  joined  in  the  oppolition,  while  the  miniftry 
jiood  neutral,  Nevenhelefs,  after  having  undergone  fome 
amendments,  it  lyas  conveyed  to  the  Lords,  by  whom  it 
was,  at  the  fecond  reading,  thrown  out,  as  a  fchctnc  of  a 
very  dangferous  tendency.  ThelegidatureofGreat-Britaift 
have,  on  fome  occafions,  been  more  ftarded  at  the  d'lSiat 
ihadow  of  a  bare  pofiibilily,  than  at  the  real  approach  of 
the  moft'dangerous  innovation. 

§  XXIX.  From  the  ufual  deliberations  on  civil  and 
commercial  concerns,  the  attcrition  of  the  parliamenc, 
^hich  had  feldom  o^  never  turned  upon  literary  avocations, 
was  called  ofF  by  an  extraordinary  fubjedl  of  thij  nature. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  celebrated  phyfician  and  naturalift, 
well  known  through  all  the  civilifed  countHes  of  Europe 
for  his,  ample  colledion  of  rarities,  culled  from  the  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  as  well  as  of  antiquities 
and  curiofuies  of  art,  had  directed,  in  bis  laft  wiJIj  that 
this  valuable  mufeum,  together  with  his  numerous  library, 
Aioold  be  offered  to  the  parliament,  for  the  ufe  of  the  pub- 
lick,  in  confideration  of  their  paying  a  certain  fum,  in  cam- 
penfation,  to  his  heirs.  His  terms  were  embraced  by  the 
Commons,  Who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  whole,  fuppofed  to  be  worth  four  times  that  fum  ;  and 
a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchafing  this  mufeum,  together 
with  the  Harleian  colleiflion  of  manufcripts,  fo  denominated 
from  its  founder,  Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  lord 
high  treafurer  of  England,  and  now  offered  to  the  pub- 
lick  by  his  daughter,  the,  Duchefs  of  Portland.  It  was 
propofcd,  that'thefe  purchafes  fiiould  be  joined  to  thefi- 
inous  Cottonian  library,  and  a  fuitabie  repofitory  provided 
for  themand  the  king's  library,  which  had  long  lain  ne- 
glefled,  and  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather  in  the 
^ -     ■  .    ■■      .  ^jj 
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pid  dormitory  at  Weftminfler.     Accordingly,  trufteesand    chap. 
governors,  conftfting  of  the  mofl  eminent  pcrfoni  of  the  ^        '     f 
l^ipgdom,  were  appointed,  and  regulations  eftablifhed  for       ij-n^ 
the  management  of  this  noble  mufeum,  which  was  de- 
pofited  in  Montagu-Houfe,    one  of  the   moft  munifi- 
cent edifices  in  England,  where  it  is  rubJe<Eted  without 
referve   to  the  view  of  the  pubUclc,  under  certain  necef- 
fary  reflriiSions,    and   exhibits   a   glorious  monument  of 
national  tafle  and  liberality*.     In  the  beginning  of  June 
the  feffion  of  parliament  was  clofed   by  his  Majefty,    who 
tnentioned  nothing  particular  in  his  fpeech,   but  that  the 
ftate  of  foreign  affairs  bad  fuffcred  no  alteration  Cnce'thcir 
meeting. 

§  XXX.  The  genius  of  the  Englilh  people  is  perhaps 
incompatible  with  a  Hate  of  perfect  traiiquiSlity :  if  it  is 
pot  ruffled  by  foreign  provocations,  or  agitated  hy  unpo- 
pular meafures  of  domellick  admini{{ration,  it  wilt 
undergo  temporary  fermentations  from  the  turbulent  in- 
gredients inherent  in  its  own  conflitution.  Tumults  are 
excited,  and  fadlions  kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy, 
by  incidents  of  the  moft  frivolous  nature.  At  this  junc- 
ture the  metropolis  of  England  was  divided  and  difcom- 
pofed  in  a  furprifing  manner,  by  a  difpute  In  itfelf  of  (b 
little  confequence  to  the  community,  that  it  could  not 
deferve  a  place  in  a  general  hiftory,  if  it  did  not  ferve  to 
convey  a  charailerl flick  idea  of  the  Englilh  nation.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  an  obfcure  damfel,  of  low 
degree,  whofe  riame  was  Elifabeth  Canning,  promulgated 
a  report,  which   in  a  little  time  attradcd  the  attention 

-  of 

■  The  librity  of  Sit  Hani  Sloane  ccaGIled  of  iboie  fircy  tboarand 
volumes,  induding  about  thiee  hundred  and  Hitj  book,  of  dcawingi,  and 
tliRe  thouCand  fi>e  tiundted  and  fixtccn  manufctipu,  belidei  a  multilude  of 
{iiian.  The  niiireurn  comprehendeil  aa  infinite  numbei  of  mEdils,  caini, 
]Uiu,  otenGli,  feali,  caoKoi,  intigUot,  precioui  ftoaei,  nOkit  of  agate  and 
jifper,  chrjflali,  fpars,  folfili,  metali,  miaecali,  orci,  eirch),  finds,  fain, 
bitumcni,  tulphuri,  amber,  ambirgrife,  ialc3,  mirx,  tellacea,  cotala, 
fpongEs,  echini,  echeniica,  afteriiC,  trochi,  ctullatia,  ftellz  marinae,  filbei, 
hinii,  eggs,  and  adit,  Tipeii,  ferpcnCi,  quadrupEds,  Infefb,  human  calculi, 
aoatomical  ptepataliont,  ffcd,,  gums,  tooU,  dried  plants,  piftuHi,  draw. 
iiigt,  and  matheniadcal  Jnltrumenti.  All  tiicfe  article,  with  a  Ihort  account 
ef  each,  aMfpecincJ  in  thiitj-Fi}hi  ijlumc!  in  folio,  aadeighliD  qiTarto. 
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BOOK  of  the  publick.  She  afirmed,  that  on  the  flrft  diy  of 
\_  /  f  the  new  year,  at  night,  {he  waa  frifed  under  Bcdlam- 
1753-  wall  by  two  ruffians,  who  having  ftripped  her  of  her  up- 
per apparel,  fecured  her  mouth  with  a  gag,  and  direatened 
to  murther  her  ihould  the  make  the  leall  noife;  that  they 
conveyed  her  on  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a  place  called 
Endfield-walh,  and  brought  her  to  the  houfe  of  one  Mrs. 
Wells,  where  Ihe  was  pillaged  of  her  ftayi ;  and,  becaufe 
jherefufed  toturn  proftitute,  confined  in  a  cold,  damp, 
feparate,  and  unfurnifhed  apanment  i  where  &e  remain- 
ed a  whole  month,  without  any  other  fuflenance  than 
a  fewftalecrufts  of  bread,  and  about  a  gallon  of  water; 
till  at  length  (he  forced  her  way  through  a  window,  and 
ran  home  to  her  mother's  houfe,  almoft  naked,  in  the 
night  of  the  twenty- ninth  of  January.  This  ftory,  im- 
probable and  unfupported.  Operated  fo  ftrongly  on  the 
paSonsof  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alderman- 
bury,  where  Canning's  mother  lived,  and  particularly 
among  fanaticks  of  all  denominations,  that  they  raifed 
voluntary  contributions,  with  furprifing  eagerhefs,  in 
order  to  bring  the  fuppofed  delinquents  tojuftice.  War- 
rants were  granted  for  apprehending  Welis,  who  kept 
the  houfe  at  Ehdiield-walh,  and  her  accomplices,  the 
fervant-maid,  whofe  name  was  Virtue  Hall,  and  one 
Squires,  an  old  gipfey-woman,  which  laft  was  charged 
by  Canning  with  having  robbed  her  of  her  ftays.  Wells, 
though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  punilhed  as  a  bawd. 
Hall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but  afterwards  re- 
canted. Squires,  the  gipfey,  was  convicted  of  the  rob- 
bery, though  flie  produced  undoubted  evidence  to  prove 
that  flie  was  at  Abbotlbury  in  Dorfetlhire  that  very  night 
,r  in  which  the  felony  was  faid  to  be  committed,  and  Can- 

ning and  her  friends  fell  into  divers  contradictions  during 
the  courfe  of  the  trial.  By  this  time  the  prepofleffion  of 
the  common  people  in  her  favour  had  rifen  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  en&udafm,  that  the  moft  palpable  truths  which 
appeared  on  the  other  Ader  bad  no  other  effefl  than  that 
of  exafperating  them  to  the  moll  dangerous  degree  of 
rage  and  revenge.  Some  of  the  witncffes  for  Squires, 
5  though 
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though,  perfons  of  unblemlflied  chara^r,    were  fo  inti-    CHAP. 
midated,  that  .they  durft  not  enter  the  court;  and  thofc  j 

who  had  refolution  enough  to  give  evidencein  herbehalf>  175J. 
ran  the  rifque  of  afTaflination  from  the  vulgar  that  fur- 
rounded  the  place.  On  this  occalion,  Sir  Crifp  Gaf- 
coyne,  lord-mayor  of  London,  behaved  with  that  laud-  ■ 
able  courage  and  humanity  which  ought  ever  to  diftin- 
guiOi  the  chief  magiflrate  of  fuch  a  metropolis.  Confi- 
dering  the  improbability  of  the  charge,  the  heat,  par- 
tiality, and  blind  enthufiafm  with  which  it  was  profecuted,  ,  - 
and  being  convinced  of  the  old  woman's  innocence  by  a 
great  number  of  affidavits,  voluntarily  fent  up  from  the 
country  by  perfons  of  unqueftionable  credit,  he,  in  ^on« 
junction  with  fome  other  worthy  citizens,  refolved  to 
oppofe  the  torrent  of  vulgar  prejudice.  Application  was 
made  to  the  throne  for  mercy:  the  cafe  was  referred  to 
the  Attorney  and  S oil! citor- General,  who,  having  exa- 
mined the  evidences  on  both  fides,  made  their  report  in 
favour  of  Squires  to  the  ICing  and  council ;  and  this  poor 
old  creature  was  indulged  with  his  Majefly's  pardon. 
This  affair  was  now  fwelled  up  into  fuch  a  faction  as 
divided  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom,  including  the 
rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  the  humble. 
Pamphlets  and  pafquinades  were  publilhed  on  both  fides 
of  the  difpuCe,  which  became  the  general  topick  of  con- 
yerlation  in  all  alTemblies,  and  people  of  all  ranks  efpoufed 
one  or  other  party  with  as  much  warmth  and  animofity 
as  had  ever  inflamed  the  Whigs  and  Tories,  even  at  the 
moft  rancorous  period  of  their  oppofitibn,  Subfcriptions 
were  opened,  and  large  fums  levied,  on  one  fide,  to  pro- 
fecute  for  peijury  the  perfons  on  whofe  evidence  the  par- 
don had  been  granted.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who 
had  interefted  themfelves  for  the  gipfey  refolved  to  fup-. 
pore  her  witnelTes,  and,  if  pofTible,  de ted  the  impollure 
of  Canning,  Bills  of  perjury  were  preferred  on  both 
fides.  The  evidences  for  Sn  iwere  tried  ?rd.  acquitted; 
at  firft  .Canning  abfcondeu  ^-nit  afterwariis  furrendered 
to  take  her  trial,  ,  and  being  after  a  long  hearing  found 
guilty,    was   tranfported  to  t;Jie  Britifh  colonies.     The 
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BOOK  jed  of  her  friends,  however,  feemcd  to  be  inflamed 
'  ,  by  her  conviction  j  and  thofe  who  carried  on  ihe  pro- 
tj'i-  fecution  againft  her  were  infulted,  even  to  the  dan- 
ger cf  their  lives.  They  fupplied  her  with  neceJiarics 
of  all  forts,  paid  for  her  tranfportation  in  a  private  ihJp, 
where  the  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  and  convcniencies  that 
could  be  afforded  in  that  Itiuation,  and  furnided  her  with 
fuch  recommendations  as  fecured  to  her  a  very  agreeable 
reception  in  New-England. 

t  §  XXXI.  Next   to  this  very  remarkable  tranfaaion, 

the  incident  that  principally  diftinguiflied  this  year  in 
England,  was  the  execution  of  Dr,  Archibald  Cameron, 
a  native  of  North- Britain,  and  brother  to  Cameron  of 
Lochiel,.  chief  of  that  numerous  and  warlike  tribe,  who 
had  taken  the  field  with  the  Prince-Pretender,  Afrer  the 
battle  of  Culloden,  whcte  he  was  dangeroufly  wounded, 
he  found  means  to  efcapc  to  the  continent.  His  brother, 
the  Doctor,  had  accompanied  him  in  ali  his  expeditions, 
though  not  in  a  military  capacity,  and  was  included  with 
bim  in  the  a<^  of  attainder  palled  againft  thofe  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  rebellion.  Notwithftanding  the 
imminent  danger  attending  fuch  an  attempt,  the  DoSor 
returned  privately  to  Scotland,  in  order  («s  it  was  reported) 
to  recover  a  fuin  of  money  belonging  to  the  Pretender, 
which  had  been  embezzled  by  his  adherents  in  that  coun- 
try. Whatever  may  have  been  his  inducement  to  revifit 
his  native  country  under  fuch  a  predicament,  certain  it  is, 
he  was  difcovercd,  apprehended,  conduced  to  London, 
confined  in  the  Tower,  Otamincd  by  the  privy -council, 
and  produced  in  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  where  his 
identity  being  proved  by  feveral  witnefles,  he  received  fen- 
tence  of  death,  and  was  executed  at  Tyburn;  The  ter- 
rour  and  refentment  of  the  people,  occaftoned  by  the 
rebellion,  having  by  this  time  fubfided,  their  humane 
palBons  did  not  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman:  their  pity  was  mingled  with  elleem,  arifmg 
from  his  perfonal  charafler,  which  was  altogether  unble-^ 
mifhed,  and  his  deportment  on  this  occafion,  which  they. 
could  not  help  admiring,   as  the  ftandard  of  manly  forti-; 
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tude  and  decorum.      The    populace,    though  not  very    chap- 
fubjeiS:  to  tender  emotions,  were  moved  to  compalBon,  and  .        '    j 
even  to  tears,  by  his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  execution;       nsj. 
and  many  finceie  well- withers  to  the  prefent  eftabltfboient 
thought  that  the  facrifice  of  this  viflim,   at  fuch  a  junc- 
ture,  could  not  redound  either  to  its  honour  or  fecurity. 

§  XXXII.  The  turbulent  fptrit,  which  is  never 
totally  extingujfh<;d  in  this  ifland,  manifefted  itfelf  in 
fundry  tumults  chaE  broke  out  in  difFeretit  parts  of  South- 
£ri[ain.  The  price  of  provifion,  and  bread  in  particular, 
being  raifed  to  an  exorbitant  rate,  in  confequence  of  an 
abfurd  exportation  of  corn,  for  the  fake  of  the  bounty,  a 
formidable  bo'dy  of  colliers  and  other  labouring  people 
raifed  an  infurre£tton  at  Briftol,  began  to  plunder  the 
corn-velTeJs  in  the  barbour,  and  commit  fuch  outrages  in 
-the  city,  that  the  magiftrates  were  obliged  to  have  recourfc 
to  the  military  power,  A  troop  of  dragoons  were  fent  to 
their  affiftance,  and  the  infurgents  were  quelled,  thou^ 
not  without  fome  bloodflied.  Commotions  of  the  fame 
kind  were  excited  in  Yorkfliire,  Manchefter,  and  feveral 
other  places  in  the  northern  counties.  At  Leeds,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  King's  troops  were  obliged  in  their  own 
defenfe  to  fire  upon  the  rioters,  eight  or  nine  of  whom 
ivere  Icillcd  on  the  fpot ;  and,  indeed,  fo  little  care  had 
been  taken  to  reftrain  the  licentious  infolence  of  the  vul- 
gar by  proper  laws  and  reflations,  duely  executed  under 
the  eye  of  civil  tnagiftracyj  that  a  military  power  was 
found  abfaluKly  necdTary  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom, 

-  §  XXXIII.  The  trancjuilllty  of  the  continent  was  not 
endangered  by  any  new  contcft  or  difturbance :  yet  the 
breach  between  the  clergy  and  the  parliament  of  Paris 
was  every  day  more  and  more  widened,  and  the  people 
were  pretty  equally  .divided  between  fuperftition  anda  re- 
gard.for  civil  liberty.  The  parliament  having  caufed 
divers  ecclefiaflicks  to  be  apprehended,  for  having  refulcd 
to  adminifter  the  facraments  to  perfons  in  extremity,  who 
refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  all  of  thera 
deciarcd 
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BOOK  declared  they  aStti  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Arch- 
■ .  ]  ,  bifliQp  of  Paris.  Application  being  made  to  this  haughty 
i75]<  prelate,  he  treated  the  deputies  of  the  parliament  with  the 
moft  fupercilious  contempt,  and  even  Teemed  to  brave  the 
power  and  authority  of  that  body.  Thcy«  on  the  other 
band,  proceeded  to  take  cognizance  of  the  recufant  clergy, 
until  their  fovereign  ordered  them  to  defift.  Then  they 
prcfented  remonftrances  to  his  Majefty,  reminding  hitn 
of  their  privileges,  and  the  duty  of  their  flatlon,  which 
obliged  them  to  do  judice  on  all  delinquents.  In  the 
mean  time,  they  continued  to  perform  their  funflions, 
and  even  commenced  a  profecution  againlt  the  Bilhop  of 
Orleans,  whom  they  fummoned  to  attend'  their  tribunal. 
Next  day  they  received  from  VcrfaiUes  a  itttre  de  cacbett 
accompanied  by  letters -patent,  commanding  them  to  fuf- 
pend  all  profecutions  relating  to  therefufalof  the  facra- 
mcnts;  and  ordering  the  letters-patent  tO  be  tegillered; 
Inftcad  of  obeying  thefe  commands,  they  prefented  new 
remonftrances,  for  anfwers  to  which  they  were  referred  to 
the  King's  former  declarations.  In  confequence  of  this 
intimation,  they  had  fpirit  enough  to  refolve,  "  That, 
*'  whereas  certain  evil-minded  perfons  had  prevented  truth 
*'  from  reaching  the  throne,  the  chambers  remained 
*'  afkmbled,  and  all  other  bufinefe  fhoulrf  be  fufpendcd." 
The  affair  was  now  become  veryferious.  His  Majej^, 
by  frefli  letters -patent,  renewed  his  orders,  and  commanded 
them  to  proceed  with  their  ordinary  bufinefsj  on  pain  of 
incurring  his.  difpleafure.  They  forthwith  came  to 
another  refolution,  importing,  that  they,  could  not  obey 
this  injunction  without  a  breach  of  their  duty  and  their 
oath-  Next  day  letlres  de  cachet  were  i^ued,  banifhing  (O 
diJFerept  parts  of  the  kingdom  all  the  members,  except 
ihofe  of  the  great  chamber,  which  tlie  court  did  not  find 
more  tradable  than  their  brethren.  They  forthwith  re- 
folved  to  abide  by  the  two  refolucions  mentioned  above; 
and,  as  an  inftance  of  their  unfliaken  fortitude,  ordered  an 
ecclefiaftjck  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  for  refufing  the  facra- 
mcnts.     This   fpirited  meafure  Involved  them  in  the  fate 

of 
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ftftbcreft}  for  they  werealfo exiled  from  Paris;  iheciti-,  chap. 
zeos  of  which  did  not  fail  to  extol  their  con4u3  with  the  ^_  j 

loudeft  encomiums,  and  at  the  fame  time  {o  exprers  their  ij^z' 
relentment  againft  the  clergy,  who  could  not  ftir  abtoad 
without  being  expofed  to  violence  or  infult.  The  ex-i 
ample  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  was  followed  by  that  of 
Rouen,  which  had,  courage  enough  to  iifue  orders  for  ap- 
prdiending  the  Bifhop  of  Evreux,  becaufe  he  had  refufed 
to  appear  when  fummoned  to  their  tribunal.  Their  de- 
crees on  this  occafion  being  annulled  by  the  King's  council 
offtate,  they  prefented  a  boldremonftrance,  which,  how- 
ever, had  no  other  efie^  than  that  of  exafperatlng  the 
miniftry.  A  grand  deputation  being  ordered  to  attend 
the  King,  they  were  commanded  to  defilt:  from  intermed- 
dling in  difputes  relating  to  the  refufal  of  the  facraments,' 
and  toregifter  this  injunilidn.  At  their  return  they  had 
Rcourfe  to  a  new  remonftrance ;  and  one  of  their  princi- 
pal counfellors,  who  had  fpoken  freely  in  the  debates  on 
this  fubjcA,  was  arreAed  by  a  party  of  dragoons,  who 
earned  him  prifoOerto  the  caAleof  Dourlens.  In  a  word, 
the  body  of  the  people  declared  for  the  parliament,  in 
oppolttion  to  ecclefiaftical  tyranny ;  and,  had  they  not  been 
overawed  by  a  formidable  Handing  army,  would  certainly 
have  taken  up  arms  in  defenfe  of  their  liberties}  while  the 
monarch  weakly  fulFered  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  pneRly 
delufiomi  and  fecure  in  his  military  appointments,  feemed' 
to  fet  the  reft  of  his  fubjeSs  at  defiance,  Apprehenfive, 
however,  that  thefe  difputes  would  put  an  entire  ftop  to 
the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  he,  by  letters-patent,  ella- 
blifhed  a  royal  chamber  for  the  profecution  of  fuits  civil' 
and  criminal,  which  was  opened  with  a  folemn  mafs  per- 
formed in  the  Queen's  chapel  at  the  Louvre,  where  all 
the  members  affifted.  On  this  occalton  ahother  difScuIty 
occurred.  The  letters-patent  conllituting  this  new  court 
ought  to  haire  been  regiftered  by  the  parliament,  which 
was  now  no  more.  To  remedy  this  defeat,  application 
was  made  to  the  inferior  court  of  the  Chatelet;  which 
xefullng  to  regilter  thera,  one  of  its  member  was  commit- 
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BOOK,  ted  to  the  Baflik,  and  another  abfcdnded.  Intimidated 
.  '  .  by  this  exertion  of .  dcfpotick  power,  they  allqwed  thti 
175}.  King's  officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  fegifter  j  but 
afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  refolutions.  The  lieu- 
tenant civil  appearing  in  their  court,  all  the  counlellOTif 
rofe  up  and  retired,  leaving  him  alone,  and  on  the  ubitf 
an  arret,  importing.  That  whereas  the  confinement  of 
one  of  their  members,  the  perfecution  of  another,  who 
durft  not  appear,  and  the  prefent  calamities  of  the  nation, 
gavethem  juft  appreheniion  for  their  own  perfons,  they 
bad,  after  mature  deliberation,  thought  proper  to  retire^ 
Thus  a  dangerous  ferment  was  excited  by  the  King's  ef- 
pouRng  the  caufe  of  fpiritual  infolcnce  and  oppreffioil 
againft  the  general  voice  of  his  people,  and  the  plaineft 
dictates  of  reafon  and  ccmimon  fenfe, 

§  XXXtV.  The  property  of  Eaft  Friefeland  contlnoed 
flill  to  be  the  fource  of  contention  between  the  Eleflors  of 
Srandenburgh  and  Hanover.  The  interefls  of  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty  being  powerfully  fupported  by  thehoufe  of 
Audria,  the  miniiter  of  that  power  at  the  diet  propofed 
that  the  aS'^ir  Ihould  be  taken  into  immediate  con fiderati on. 
He  was  feconded  by  the  minifter  of  Brunfwickj  but  the 
envoy  from  Brandenburgh  having  protefted  in  form  againft 
this  procedure,  withdrew  from  the  affembly,  and  the 
Brunfwick  minifter  made  ai  counter  protefiatioii,  after 
which  he  alfo  retired.  Then  a  motion  being  made,  that 
this  difpute  Qiould  be  referred  to  the  decilion  of  the  Aulick 
council  at  Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  x 
majoriiy  of  fourteen  voices.  Hjs  Pruilian  Majefty's  final 
declaration  with  regard  to  this  affair  was  afterwards  pre- 
fented  to  the  diet,  and  anfwered  in  the  fequel  by  a  memo^ 
rial  from  his  Britannick  Majefty  as  Eieflor  of  Hanover. 
Some  other  petty  difputes  likewife  happened  between  th« 
,  regency  of  Hanover  and  the  city  of  Munfter ;  and  the 
former  claiming  fome  bailiwicks  in  the  territories  of  Bre- 
men, fequeftered  certain  revenues  belonging  to"  this  city^ 
jnStadeand  Ferden,  tillthereclaimsfhould  befatisfied. 
I 
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§  XXXV..  The  court  of  Vienna  having  dropped  for  the  C  ha  p. 
prefent  the  fcheme  of  electing  a  king  of  the  Romans,  con-  y  _  !  f 
eluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Mo-  J7JJ. 
<Jena,  ftipulating,  that  his  ferene  highnefs  fhouM  be  ap- 
pointed perpetual  governour  of  the  duchy  of  M. Ian,  with 
afalaryof  ninety  thouf^Lnd  florins,  on  condition  that  he 
Ihould  maintain  a  body  of  four  thoufand  men.,  to  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  Emprefs-Queen ;  that  her  Imperial  Majefty 
ftiould  have  a  right  to  place  garrifons  in  the  citadels  of 
Mirandola  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  caftlc  of  MaiTa- 
Carrara:  that  the  Archduke  Peter  LeopoSd,  third  fon  of 
their  Imperial  Majefties,  fliould  efpoufe  the  datTghter  of 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Modena  by  the  heirefs  of  Mafla- 
Carrara}  and,  in  cafe  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male, 
theeitatesof  that  houfe  and  the  duchy  of  Mirandola  fhould 
devolve  to  the  Archduke;  but  in  cafe  of  her  having  male 
iffue,  that  (he  {hould  enjoy  the  principality  of  Fermia,  and 
other  poffeflions  in  Hungary,  claimed  by  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  for  her  fortune:  finally,  that  on  the  extinflion 
of  the  male  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Efte,  all  the  dominions 
of  the  Duke  of  Modena  Oiould  devolve  to  the  houfe  of 
Auflria. 

§  XXXVI.  While  the  powers  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope were  thus  employed  in  ftrengthening  their  rerpe£live 
interefts,  and  concerting  meafures  for  preventing  any  in- 
terruption of  the  general  tranquillity,  matters  were  faft 
ripening  to  a  frefh  rupture  between  the  fubjefls  of  Great- 
Britain  and  France,  in  different  parts  of  North-America. 
We  have  already  obferved  that  commiflaries  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  determine 
the  difputes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to  the 
boundaries  of  Nova- Scotia ;  and  we  took  notice  in  general 
of  the  little  arts  ofevafion  prafiifed  by  the  French  com- 
miflaries, to  darken  and  perplex  the  difpute,  and  elude 
the  pretcnfiona  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  They  per- 
-fifted  in  employing  thefe  arts  of  chicanery  and  cavil  with 
fuch  perfeverance,  that  the  negbciation  proved  abortive, 
the  conferences  broke  up,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  por- 
VoL.  III.  2  tend 
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BOOK    tend  approaching  hoftilities.     But,  before  we  proceed' ftr 

^    _   '    f  a  detail  of  the  incidents  which  were  the  immediate  fore- 

I7SJ.      runners  of  the  war,  we  will  endeavour  to  convey  ajuft 

idea  of  the  dtfpute  concerning  Nova-Scotia;  which,  we 

apprehend,  is  but  imperfeflly  underftood,  though  of  the 

utmofl  importance  to  the  intercft  of  Great- Britain. 

fXXXVII.  Nova- Scotia,  called  by  the  French  Acadia,, 
lies  between  the  forty-fourth  and  fiftieth  degrees  of  north- 
latitude,  having  New-England  and  the  Atlantick  ocean 
to  the  fouthand  fouth-weft,  and  the  river  and  gulf  of  St, 
Laurence  to  the  north  and  north-eaft..  The  winter^ 
which  continues  near  fevenmonthsin  this  country,  Is  ih- 
tenfely  cold ;  and,  without  the  intervention  of  any  thing 
that  can  becalled  fpring,  it  is  immediately  fucceeded  by  a- 
fummer,  the  heat  of  which  is  almoft  infupporlable,  bat 
of  no  long  continuance.  The  foil  in  general  is  thin  and 
barren,  though  feme  parts  of  it  are  faid  t<^  be  equal  to  the 
bcft  land  in  England.  The  whole  country  is  covered  with 
a  perpetual  fog,  even  after  the  fummer  has  commenced. 
It  was  firft  pofleffed  by  the  French,  before  they  made  any 
eflablUhment  in  Canada  ;  who,  by  dint  of  induftry  and  in- 
defatigable perfeverance,  in  ftruggling  with  the  manjr 
difficulties  they  necefTariJy  laboured  under  in  the  infancy 
of  this  fettkmcnt,  fubfifted  tolerably  well,  and  increafed 
,  confiderably,  with  very  little  affiftance  from  Europe; 
whilft  we  even  now  fliould  lofe  the  immenfe  expenfe  we 
have  already  been  at  to  fettle  a  colony  there,  and  fhould 
fee  all  our  endeavours  to  that  end  defeated,  if  the  fupport 
of  the  royal  hand  was  withdrav/n  but  f«ra  moment.  This 
country,  by  the  pofTeflion  of  which  an  enemy  would  be 
enabled  greatly  to  annoy  all  our  other  colonies,  and,  if  in' 
the  hands  of  the  French,  would  be  of  fingular  fervice 
both  to  their  fifhery  and  their  fugar  iflands,  has  frequently 
changed  hands  from  the  French  to  the  Engli(b,  and  front 
the  Englifh  back  again  to  the  French,  till  our  right  to  it 
was  finally  fettled  by  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  by  which  all  the  country  included  within  the 
ancient  litnits  of  what  was  calW  Nova^Scotiaj  or  Acadia, 
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Was'ceileil  to  the  Englifli.     This   article  was  coliGrihed     Chap. 
by  the  treaty  of  Aix-]a-ChapeIle;   but,   for  want  of  af-  ,        '    _, 
certaining  diftinflly  what  were  the  bounds  intended  to  be       1753* 
iixcd  by   the  two  nations  with   refpedl  to  this  province, 
difputes   arofe,  and   commiiTariis;  as  we  have  obferved, 
were  appointed  by  both  fides,  to  adjuft  the  litigation. 

§  XXXVIII.  Thccommiffaries  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  conformed  thcmfelvcs  to  the  rulelaid  down  by  the 
treaty  icfelf,  and  alEgned  tbofe  as  the  ancient  limits  of  this 
country  which  had  always  pa  fled  as  fuch,  from  the  very 
earlieft  time  of  any  certainty,' down  to  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty;  which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared 
to  be  fucb,  and  which  the  French  had  ofteil  admitted 
and  allowed.  Thefo  limits  are,  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
tivcr  St.  Laurence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoct  to  thff 
*veft:  the  country  lituated  between  thefe  boundaries  is 
that  which  the  French  received  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ger- 
inain's,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  under  the  general  name  of  Acadia.  Of  this  coun- 
try, thus  limited,  they  continued  in  pofleflion  from  that 
period  to  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four,' 
when  a  defcent  was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sedgwick,  That  thefe  were  then  the  undifputed 
limits  of  Acadia  his  Britannick  Majefty's  commiflaries 
plainly  proved,  by  a  letter  of  Louis  Xill.  to  the  Sieurs 
Charnifay  and  La  Tour,  regulating  their  jurifdiflions  in 
Acadia;  by  the  fubfequent  commiiEons  of  the  French. 
King  to  the  fame  perfons,  as  governours  of  Acadia,  in 
the  fequel;  and  by  that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to 
the  Sieur  Deny s,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-four  j  all  of  which  extend  the  bounds  of  this 
country  from  the  river  St.  Laurence  to  Pentagoct  and 
New-England.  That  thefe  were  the  notions  of  the  French 
with  refpetS  to  the  ancient  limits  of  this  province  was 
further  confirmed  by  the  demand  made  by  their  ambafla- 
dor,  in  the  courfeof  that  fame  year,  for  the reftitution  of 
the  forts  Pentagoct,  St.  John's,  and  Port-Royal,  as  forts 
jitUaied  in' Acadia.  In  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
Z  2  and 
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BOOK  and  lixty-tvo,  upon  the  revival  of  the  claim  of  France  ttf 
^  '  I  the  count! jr  of  AcadU,  which  had  been  left  undecided  by 
'  "JS3«  the  treaty  of  Weflminfter,  tfec  French  ambaflkdor,  then 
at  the  court  of  London,  afligned  Pentagoet  as  the  weftern, 
and  the  river  St.  LaurencK  as  the  northern  boundary  of 
that  country ;  and  alledgcd  the  Feflitution  of  Acadia  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the 
polleffion  taken  by  France  in  confequence  thereof,  as  well 
as  the  continuation  of  that  pofleflion,  with  the  fame  limits^ 
to  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fiftyfour,  as 
proofsof  the  equity  and  validity  of  the  claim  hethenmade: 
in  which  clainiy  and  in  the  manner  of  fupporting  it,  he 
was  partifjiitarly  approved  oF  by  the  court  of  France. 
The  fame  court  afterwards  thought  it  fo  clear,  upon  formeF 
determinations,  and  her  own-  former  pofTeJBons,  that  the 
true  ancient  boundaries  of  Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  tho 
vfcQ,  and  the  river  St.  Laurence  to  the  north,  that  {he  de- 
£ced  no  fpecification  of  limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but 
was  contented  with  the  reftitution  of  Acadia,  generaJIjr 
named:  and,  upon  a  difpiye  which  arofe  in  the  execution 
of  this  treaty,  France  re-alTerted,  and  Great>Britain, 
after  fome  difcufliDn,  agreed  to  the  above-mentioned 
limits  of  Acadia  ;  and  France  obtaified  polTefiion.  of  that 
country,  fo  bounded,  under  the  treaty  of  Breda.  The 
fenfe  of  France  upon  this  fubjefl,  in  the  years  one  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  eighty-Hve,  and  one  thoufand  fix; 
hundred  and  eighty-feven,  was  alfo  clearly  manifefted,  in 
the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time  by  the  French  am- 
balTador  at  the  court  of  London,  complaining  of  fome 
encroachments  made  by  the  Englifli  upon  the  coaft  o£ 
Acadia:  he  defcribed  the  country  as  extending  from  iflc 
Per^ee,  which  lies  at  the  enterance  of  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  to  St.  George's  ifland  :  and  again,  in  a  fuble- 
quent  complaint,  made  by  Monf.  Barillon  and  Monf.  Ac 
Bonrepaus  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  againft  the 
judge  of  Pemaquid,  for  having  feifed  the  elfefts  of  a 
French  merchant  at  Pentagoet,  which,  faid  they,  was. 
iltuated  in  Acadia,  as  refiored  to  Fiance  by  the  treaty  of 
Breda, 
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Ureda.  To  explain  the  fenfe  nf  France,  touching  the  chap. 
bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred,  ,_,  '  f 
the  Britifl)  commilTaries  produced  a  propofal  of  the  French  1753. 
ambaflador,  then  refiding  in  Great- Britain,  to  reftrain 
the  limits  of  that  counti'y  to  the  river  St,  George.  They 
alfo  inftan'ced  the  furrender  of  Port-Royal  in  the  year  one 
choufand  feven  hundred  and  ten,  in  which  Acadia  ia  de- 
fcribedwith  the  fame  limits  with  which  France  had  re- 
ceived k  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  one  thotriand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fcven. 
And  further  to  afcertain  the  fenf?  of  both  crowns,  even 
at  thc'treaty  of  Utrecht  itfelf,  they  produced  the  Queen  of 
Great-Britain's  in{lru£tions  to  her  ambalTadors  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they 
were  dircfted  to  infi*,  "  That  bis  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
**jeftyfliould  qyit  all  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  of  any 
*•  former  tceaty,  or  otberwtfe,  to  the  country  called 
/*  Kora-Scotia,  and  tacprefsly  to  Port-Royal,  othcrwife 
■**  Annapolisr'Royal."  To  thcfe  they  added  a  matiifcil  de- 
caonftration,  founded  on  indifputable  fads,  proving, 
that  the  recital  of  thefeveral forts  of  right  which  France 
had  ever  pretended  to  this  country,  andthefpecificatlon  of 
both  terms,  Acadia,  or  Nova-Scotia,  were  intended  by 
Great-Bcitain  to  obviate  all  doubts  which  had  ever  been 
made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia  and  to  comprehend 
with  more  certainty  all  that  country  -which  France  had 
ever  received  as  fuch :  finally,  to  fpedfy  what  France 
confidered  as  Acadia,  during  the  treaty  they  referred  to 
the  offers  of  that  crown  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twelve,  in  which  (he  propofed  to  reftrain  the 
boi^ndary  of  Acadia  to  the  river  St,  George,  as  a  depar- 
ture from  its  real  boundary,  in  cafe  Great-Britain  would 
leftore  to  her  the  poffeflion  of  that  couniny.  From  all 
thefe  fa£ts  k  plainly  appears,  that  Great-Britain  demanded 
nothing  but  what  the  fair  conflrudtion  of  the  words  of  the 
treaty  ofUtrechtneceflarily  implies;  and  that  -it  is  impoffi- 
l)Ie  for  any  thing  to  have  more  evident  marks  of  candour 
jUid  iakatd  in  it,  than  the  demand  of  the  Engliih  on  thii 
Z  3  occaCoB, 
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occaTion.     From  the  variety  of  eviUonce  brought  in  ftip- 

I  port  of  this  claim,  it  evidently  refolts,',that  the  Engliih 
(jominiffiries  affigned  no  limits  as  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  but  thofe  which  France  herfelf  determined  to  be 
fuch  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty'two  ; 
and  which  (he  poITefled,  in  confequence  of  that  determi- 
nation, till  the  year  one  thoufand  Tlx  hundred  and  fifty* 
four;  that  in  one  ihoufand  fix  hundretj  and  fixty-tWQ 
France  claimed,  and  received  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  lixty-nine,  the  country  which  Great  Britain  now 
claims  as  Acadia,  reftored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of 
$reda  under  that  general  denomination  :  thst  France 
never  confidered  Acadia,  as  having  any  other  limits  thaa 
thofe  which  were  aiHgncd  to  it  from  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hgndred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  year  one  thoufaud  &v!ea 
hundred  and  (en;  and  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  (he 
engaged  to  transfer  that  very  fame  country,  as  Acadia, 
which  Fraijcehas  al.ways  aflcrted  and  pofl't^ffed,  and  Great- 
Britain  flow  claims,  as  fuch.  Should  the  crown  of 
France,  therefore,  ■  be  ever  willing  to  decide  ;vhat.atE  tha 
ancient  limits  of  Acadia,  by  herown.daclarations  fo  fre* 
^uemly  made  in  like  difcuffions  upon  the  fame  point,  by 
her  pofleflions  of  this  country  for^al^noft  3  century,  and 
by  her  dcfcription  of  Acadra,  during' the  •egoclatron  of 
that  very  treaty  upon  which  this. doubt. is  raifed,  (he  can- 
pot  but  admit  the  claim  of  Great-Britain  to  be  confonn^ 
able  to  t|ie  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  to  the  defcriptioC'cf 
the  country  transferred  co  Great-Briiaiio  by  the.  twelfth 
article  of  that  treaty.  There  is  a  confiftency  ia  the  claim 
of  thpEnglifli,  and  a  compleienefs  in  the  evidence  brought 
in  fupport  of  it,  which  is  feldom  feen  in  difcuffions  of 
ibis  fort  J  for  it  rarely  happens,  in  difputes  of  fuch  % 
nature  between  two  crowns,  that  either  of  them  can  fafely 
offer  to  have  its  pretenfions  decided  by  the  known  and  re-^ 
peated  declarations,  or  the  po(lt;fllons  of  the  other.  Tp 
anfwer  the  force  of  this  detail  of  conclufivchiftorical  faifts, 
and  to  give  a  new  turn  to  the  real  queftion  in  difpute,  the 
French  commiQaiies,  in  their  memorial^  laid  it  do^^n  as^j^ 
.....  ^      .      ■  (Jiftitiaim^ 
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,.-di(lin£lion  mzdehy  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  ancient 
-limits  of  Acadia,  referred  to  by  that  treaty,  are  different  , 
from  any  with  which  that  country  may  have  pafled  under 
,'<he  treaties  of  Sc  Germain's  and  Breda ;  and  then  endea- 
voured to, Ihow,- upon  the  teflimonies  of  maps  and  hiAo- 
.rians,^  that  Acadiaand  its  limits  wereanciencly  confined  to 
the  fouth-eaftem  part  of  the  peninfula.  In  fupport  of  this 
■iyftem,  the  French  comraiflaries  had  recourfe  to  ancient 
-maps  and  hiflorians,  who,  as  they  alTerted,  had  ever  con- 
fined Acadia  to  the  limits  they.affigned.  They  allcdged, 
■that  thofe  commiflions  of  the  French  government  over 
,  A|Cadiaj,  whi^h  the  Englifti  cited  as  evidenoes  of  the  Jimits 
..they  claimed,  were  given  as  cqminiffions  over  Acadia  and 
the  country  around  it,,  and  flot  oyer  Acadia  only  :  that 
the  whole  of  the  country  claimed  hy  the  £ng|iffa  as  Acadia 
.could  not  poffibly  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  confidered  as  fuch,- 
becaufe  many  parts  of  that  territory  always  did,  and  Hill 
-do,  p^erve  particular  and  diftini^  names.  They  affirmed 
New  France  to  be  a  province  in  itfelF;  and,  argued,  that 
inaqy4)arts  of  what  we  claim  as  Acadia  can  .never  have 
been  in  Acadia,  becaufe  hiQorians  ^nd  the  French  com- 
Tni(Gons  of  government  exprefsly  place  them  in  New 
France.  They  alTerted,  that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn 
iOf  the  opinion  of  any  "crown,  with  tefpedi  to  the  limits  of 
any  country,  from  its  declaration  during  the  negociation 
of  a  treaty;  and;  in  the 'end,  relying  upon  maps  and  hifto- 
liansfor  the  ancient  Jimits  of  Acadia,  they  pretended  that 
the  exprefs  reftitution  of  St.  Germain's,  and  the  poffeiHon 
taken  .by  France  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Breda, 
after  a  long"difcuffion  of  the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of 
France  during  the  negociation  of  the;  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
were  foreign  to  the  point  in  queftion.  In  refutation  of 
the fe  maxims,  the  Englilh  com milTaries  proved,  from  an 
examination  of  the  maps  and  hiftorians  cited  by  the  French 
in  fupport  of  their  fyftem,  that  If  this  queftion  was  to  be 
decided  upon  the  authorities  which  they  themfelves  allow- 
ed to  belong,  and  to  be  applicable,  to  this  difcuflioii,  the 
liujits  which  they  alfigned   were  utterly  inconliflenf  with 
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the  bell  maps  of  all  countries,  which  are  authorities  in 
point  foratmoft  every  part  of  the  claim  of  Great- Britain. 
'They  Ihowed,  that  the  French  hillorians  Champlain  and 
Denys,  and  particularly  this  laft,  with  hia  commiffion 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-iive,  affign- 
ed  the  fame  northern  and  weftern  limits  to  Acadia  which 
they  did;  and  that  Efcarbot,  another  of  their  hiftotians, 
as  far  as  any  evidence  can  be  drawn  from  his  writings, 
agrees  entirely  with  the  former  two.  They  obferved, 
that  all  thefe  evidences  (ail  in  with  and  confirm  the  better 
authorities  of  treaties,  and  the  feverat  tranfa^ions  between 
the  two  crowns  for  near  a  century  paft;  and  that  Ibe 
French  commiflaries,  by  deviating  from  treaties,  and  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  two  crowns,  to  ancient  hilloriani 
and  maps,  only  madea  tranfition  from  an  authentickto 
an  infufficient  fort  of  evidence ;  and  led  the  Englilh  com- 
miflaries into  an  enquiry,  which  proved,  that  both  the 
proper  and  the  improper,  the  regular  and  the  foreign  evi- 
dence, upon  which  this  matter  had  been  refted,  equally 
confuted  thelimits  alledgcd  by  the  French  commi&cies  U 
the  ancient  limits  of  Acadis. 
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CHAP.         III. 

§  I.  Amhithas  fchemes  ef  the  French  In  North- Jmerica,  §  II. 
Rife  and  conduff  ef  the  Ohta  company.  §  III.  Letter  fram 
the  governor  of  Virgima  to  the  French  commander  at  Riviert~ 
au-Reuf.  §  IV.  Perfidious  pralticet  ef  the  French  in  Nova~ 
Scotia.  §  V.  Major  Laurence  defeats  the  French  neutrals. 
§  VI.  Britijh  ambaffadour  at  Paris  amufed  tviih  general pra~ 
mifes.  §  VII.  Seffion  opened.  §  VIII.  Supplies  granted.- 
§  IX;  Repealaf  the  aH  for  naturalizing  fews.  §  X. 
Motion  for  repealing  a  former  aiJ  favourable  to  the  "Jews. 

§  XL  Eafl-India  mutiny   bill.     §  XII.  Cafe  of  Le 

§  XIII.  Sef/ion  chfed.  \  XIV.  Death  of  Mr.  Pelham. 
Change  in  the  minifiry.  §  XV .  New  parliament  ajfemblcd 
and  prorogued.  %  XVL  Difputes  in  the  lrijh\  parliament.  . 
$  XVII.  TranfaSfions  in  the  Eafi-Indies.  §  XVIII.  A- 
counfofihe  Ehgliflt fettUments  en  the  Malabar  and  Coroman" 
del  coojls.  §  XIX,  Difpute  about  the  government  of  Arcot. 
§  XX.  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  fupperied  by  the  Englljb, 
§  XXI.  Mr.  Clive  takes  Arcot.  §  XXII.  And  defeats 
the    enemy    in  the  plains  of  Arani,    and  at    Kaveripaui. 

'  §  XXIII,  He  reduces  three  forts,  and  takes  M  fAnteuil. 
§  XXIV.  Chunda  Saib  taken  and  put  to  death,  and  hit 
firmy  routed,  §  XXV.  Convention  hetweenthe  Eajl-lndia 
fompanies  of  England  and  France.  %  XXVI.  General 
fuiew  of  the  Brilijh  colonies  in  North- America.  §  XXVIi. 
New-England  and  New-York.  §  XXVIII.  New- 
Jerfey.  §  XXIX,  Pennfylvama.  %  XXX.  Maryland. 
§  XXXI.  Virginia.  %  XXXII.  The  two  CaroUnas. 
§XXXni.  Georgia.  §  XXXIV.  The  French  furprifi 
f.ogs-Town,  on  the  Ohio.  §  XXXV.  Conference  with  the 
Indians  at  Albany.  §  XXXVI.  Colonel  JVaJhinglon  de- 
feated and  taken  by  the  French  on  the  Ohio.  §  XXXVII. 
LHvifians  among  the  Briiijh  colonies  §  XXXVIII, 
The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hefji  Caffel  profeffes  the  Roman 
Caihelick  religion.  §  XXXIX.  Parliament  of  Paris 
recalled 
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recalled  from  exiU,'  §  Xh.  Jfairt  tf  Spoilt  and  Panugal. 
§  XLI.  Se^n  tftiud.  §  XLII.  Supplies  granted: 
I  XLIII.  Bill  in  behalf  of  Cbel/ia  pen/anen.  §  XUV. 
Oxfardfiiirt  Ele£lion.  §  XLV.  Meffage  frm  the  King  h 
■  the  Himfi  ef  Comment.  §  XLVI.  Court  af  VtrfaHitt 
omufes  the  EngUfi  mniftry,     ^  XhVll,  Seffimt  chfei. 

5  I.  ^T  T'HILE  the  Britifli  miniftry  depended  upon  the 
W  fuccefs  of  the  conferences  between  the  com- 
miiTaries  of  the  two  crowns  at  Paris,  the  French  were 
adually  employed  in  executing  their  pluis  of  encroachment 
upon  the  Britifli  colonies  in  North-America.  Their 
fchenie  was  to  engrofs  the  whole  fur-trade  of  that  conti- 
nent i  and  they  had  already  made  great  progrefs  in  extend- 
ing a  chain  of  forts,  connedting  their  fettlements  on  the 
.river Mifliflippi  with  their  pofleffions  in  Canada,  along^the 
great  lalces  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  which  1  aft  ifTues  into  the 
river  St.  Laurence.  By  ihcfc  means  they  hoped  to  ex- 
clude the  Englifli  from  all  communication  and  trafficlc 
with  the  Indian  nations,  even  thofe  that  lay  contiguous  to 
the  British  fettlements,  and  confine  them  within  a  line  of 
their  drawing,  heyond  which  they  ihould  neither  extend 
their  trade  nor  plantations.  Their  commercial  fpirit  did 
not  Iceep  pace  with  the  gigantick  ftrjdes  of  their  ambition ; 
they  could  not  .fupply  all  thole  Indians  with  the  necellk- 
.'ries  they  wanted,  fo  that  many  of  the  natives  had  recourfe 
.tothc'Eiiglifli  fettlements  i^and  this  commerce  produced  a 
connexion,  in  confeqoence  of  which'  the  Britifti  adven- 
'turcrs  ventured  to  travel  with  merchandife  as  far  is  the 
banks  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  runs  into  the  Mi^lUppi,  i 
great  way  on  the  o;her  fide  of  the  Apalachian  mountains, 
beyond  ,.Which  npne  of  our  colonics  had  ever  attempted  to 
perietrnte.  The  Iraft  of  coyntrylying  along  the  Ohio  is 
fo  fettile,  pleafant,  ai^d  jnvicmg,  and  the  Indians,  called 
Twightees,  who  inhabit  thofe  delightful  plains,  were  fo 
well  difpofed  towards  a  ciofe  alliance  with  the  EngHflii 
that,  as  far  back  as  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
jind  lixtccn,  Mr.  Spotfwood,  governor  of  Virginia,  grof  . 
...  ^oifk- 
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|K)fed  a  plan  for  ere£Hiig  a  company  to  fettle  fuch.  lands    chap, 
upon  this  river  as  fhould  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty  with   ,         ',  j 
the  natives;   but  the  dcfignwas  at  that  time  fruftrated,        1753. 
partly  by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  Briti(h  miniflry, 
who  were  afraid  o(  giving  umbrage  to  the  French,  and  part- 
r  ]y  by  the  jealoufies  and  divifions  fubfifting  between  tha 
ilJiFercnt  colonies  of  Great-Britain.     The  very  fame  cir- 
Cumftances  encouraged  the  French  to  proceed  in  their  pro- 
je<a  of  invafion.      At  length,  thfiy  penetrated  from  th« 
lianks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  acrofs  lake  Champlain, 
W)d  upon  th^  territory  of  New- York  built  with  impunity, 
and,  indeed,  without  oppofition,  the  fort  of  Crown-Point, 
the  moft  infolent  and  dangerous  encroachment  that  thejr 
}iad  hitherto  parried  into  execution, 

§  II,  (governor  Spocfwood's  fcheme  for  an  Ohio  compa- 
ny was  ri^viycd  immediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix-Ia-Cha- 
l>elle,  ^hen  certain^erchants  of  London,  who  traded  to 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  petitioned  the  government  Oa 
Jthisfubjeft,  and  were  indulged  not  only  with  jl  grant  of  3 
great  tra£t  of  ground  to  the  fouthward  of  Pennlylvania, 
which  tbey  promifad  tq  fettle ;  but  alfo  with  an  exclgfive 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ohio.  This  defign  no  fooner  tranfpired,  than  the 
French  governor  of  Canada  took  the  alarm,  and  wrote  let- 
jers  to  the  governors  of  New- York  and  Pennfylvanla, 
giving  them  to  underftand,  that  as  the  Englifh  inland 
traders  had  encroached  on  the  French  territories  and  pri- 
vileges, by  trading  with  the  Indians  under  the  protection 
of  his  fovereign,  he  would  feife  them  wherever  they  could 
be  found,  if  they  did  not  immediately  defilt  from  that 
illicit  prafliee.  No  rggard  being  "paid  to  this  intimation, 
he  next  year  cau fed  three  Britilh  traders  to  be  arreted. 
Their  effeifis  were  confifcated,  and  they  themfelves  con» 
veyed  to  Quebeck,  from  whence  they  were  fent  prifoners  t» 
Jlochelle  in  France,  and  there  detained  in  confinemeijt. 
In  this  fituation  they  prefented  a  remonftrance  totheEari 
pf  Allje'''no''l'=»  «  that  time  Englifh  ambaflador  in  Paris, 
nod  hp^claiming  them  as  Britifli  fubjefls,  thej  wcrcfet  at 
Jiberty. 
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BOOK  liberty.  Although,  in  anfwer  to  his  lorcUhip's  memorial, 
^_  ^  '  ^f  the  court  of  Veriarlles  promifed  to  tranfmit  orders  to  the 
ijSi.  French  governors  in  America  to  nfe  all  their  endeavouti 
for  preventing  any  dlfputes  that  might  have  a  tendency  to 
alter  the  good  correfpondence  eftablilhed  between  the  two 
nations ;  in  alt  probability  the  direflions  given  were  feem- 
ingly  the  very  rcverfe  of  tbefe  profeffions,  for  the  French 
commanders,  partifans,  and  agents  in  Americz  took  every 
ftep  their  bufy  genius  could  fuggcft,  to  ftrengtben  their 
own  power,  and  weaken  the  infiuence  of  the  Engliih,  by 
embroiling  them  with  the  Indian  nations.  This  talk  they 
found  the  more  eafyi  as  the  natives  had  taken  ofienfe 
againft  the  EngliQi,  when  they  underftood  that  their  lands 
were  given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and  that  there 
was  a  defign  to  build  foits  in  their  country,  without  their 
eonfent  and  concurrence.  Indeed,  the  perfon  whom  the 
new  company  employed  tofurvey  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
concealed  his  defign  {b  carefully,  and  behaved  in  other  re- 
fpei^s  in  fuch  a  dark  myfterious  manner,  as  could  not  fail  to 
aroufe  the  jealoufy  of  a  people  naturally  inquifitive,  and 
very  much  addifled  to  fufpicion.  How  the  company 
propofed  to  fettle  this  acquifition  in  defpite  of  the  native 
poffelTors  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  it  is  ftiJI  more 
unaccountable  that  they  Ihould  have  negledted  the  natives, 
whofe  eonfent  and  affiliance  they  might  hzve  procured  at  a 
very  fmall  expenfe.  Inftead  of  acting  fuch  a  fair,  open, 
and  honourable  part,  they  Tent  a  Mr.  Gift  to  make  a  clan- 
deftine  furveyof  Ihecountry.as  far  as  the  falls  of  the  river 
Ohio  ;  and,  as  we  have  obferved  ^ttove,  his  conduct  alarm- 
ed both  the  French  and  Indians.  The  ere£lion  of  this 
tompnny  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  fcparaf  traders  of 
^Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  who  faw  themfclves  on  the 
eve  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuable  branch  oftraffick,  by 
the  exdufive  charier  of  a  monopoly ;  and  therefore  they 
employed  their  cmifTarics  to  foment  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Indians. 

§  III.  The  French   having  in  a  manner  commenced 
})o&ilities  a^ninft  the  £n^lifli,  and  adually  built  forts  oa 
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the  territories  of  the  Britiffa  allies  at  Niagara,  and  on  the 
lake  Erie,  Mr.  Hamilton,  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  com- 
municated this  intelligence  to  the  aflembly  of  the  province^ 
and  reprefented  the  ncceffity  of  erefling  truclc-houfes,  or 
places  of  flrength  and  fecurity,  on  the  rirar  Ohio,  to  which 
the  traders  might  retire,  in  cafe  of  infuU  or  moteflation. 
The  propofal  was  approved,  and  money  granted  for  the 
purpofe  J  but  the  aflembly  could  not  agree  about  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  flniild  be  erei3;cd  ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  French  fortified  themfelves  atleifure,  and  continued  to 
harrafs  the  traders  belonging  to  the  Britifh  fettlements. 
Related  complaints  of  thefe  encroachments  and  depreda- 
tions being  reprefented  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, he,  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  very  year,  feni 
Major  Wafhington  with  a  letter  to  the  commanding  oScee 
of  a  fort  which  the  French  had  built  op  the  Riviere-au- 
Beuf,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  lake  Eric. 
In  this  letter  Mr.  Dinwiddie  expreiTed  his  furprife  that  the 
French  (hould  build  forts  and  make  fettlements  on  the 
river  Ohio,  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  He  complained 
of  thefe  cncro^hments,  as  well  as  of  the  injuries  done  to 
the  fubjedft  of  Great' Br; tain,  in  open  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties  aflualjy  fubliftlng  between 
the  two  crowns.  He  deftred  to  know  by  whofe  authority 
and  inftruflions  his  Britannick  Majefty's  territories  had 
been  invaded  ;  and  required  Jiim  to  depart  in  peace  with- 
out further  profecuting  a  plan  which  muft  interrupt  the 
harmony  and  good  underltanding  which  his  Majefty  was 
defirous  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  Mofl  Chriftian 
King.  To  this  fpirited  intimation  the  officer  replied. 
That  it  w»s  not  his  province  to  fpecify  the  evidence,  and 
demonftrate  the  right  of  the  King  his  mailer  to  the  lands 
iiluated  on  the  river  Ohio  ;  but  he  would  tranfmit  the  letter 
to  the  Marquis  du  Quefne,  and  i&  according  to  thtanfwer 
hefhould  receive  from  that  nobleman.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
hid  hedid  not  think  himfclf  obliged  to  obey  the  fummons  of 
the  Engltfl)  governor ;  that  he'commanded  the  fort  by  vir- 
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BOOft     tueof  aoDrder  from  his  general,  to  which  he  was  ietet^ 
,     '"'    ,  mined  to  conform  with  all  the  precifion  and  refolutionof  i 
1753.      good  officer.     Mr.  Dinwiddie  cxpefted  no  other  reply,  and 
therefore  had  projefled  a  fort  to  be  ereded  near  the  forks 
of  the  river.     T^ie  province  undertoolt  to   defray  the  ex- 
penfe,  and  the  ftores  for  that  purpofe  were  already  provided  j 
but,  by  fome  fatal  overfight,  the  concurrence  of  the  In- 
dians was  neither  obtained  nor  follicited,   and,   therefore^ 
'  they  looked  upon  this  meafure  witti  an  evil  eye,  as  a  ma- 

nifeft  invafion  of  their  property. 

.  §  IV.  While  the  French  thus  induftrioufl/  extended 
their  encroachments  to  the  fouthward,  they  were  not  idle 
in  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  but  feifed  every  opportunity 
cf  diftreffing  the  Englilh  fcttlement  of  Nova-Scotia.  Wc 
have  already  obferved,  that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no 
iboner  built,  than  they  fpirited  up  the  Indians  of  that 
neighbourhood  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  the  inhabit 
tants,  fome  of  whom  they  mutthered,  and  others  they  car- 
ried prifoners  to  Louifbourg,  where  they  fold  them  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  the  French  pretending  that  they  maia- 
tained  this  traffick  from  motives  of  pure  compaflion,  in 
order  tn  prevent  the  maJTacre  of  the  Engiifh  captives,  whom, 
however,  they  did  not  fet  at  liberty,  without  exacting  an 
exorbitant  ranfom.  As  thefe  fculking  parties  of  Indian* 
were  generally  direi^cd  and  headed  by  French  comman- 
ders, repeated  complaints  were  made  to  the  governor  of 
Louifbourg,  whoitillanfwered,  that  his  jurifdidtioitdidnot 
extend  over  the  Indians,  and  that  their  French  Conductors 
were  chofen  from  the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis,  who  thought 
proper  to  remain  in  that  country  after  it  was  ceded  to  the 
Englifh,  and  were  in  fail  the  fuhjeiis  of  Great- Britain, 
Even  while  the  conferences  were  carried  on  for  afcertain- 
ing  the  limits  of  Nova-Scotia  the  governor  of  Cajiada 
det,ached  M.  La  Corne,  with  fome  regular  troops,  and  a 
body  of  militia,  to  fortify  a  poA  on  the  bay  of  Chigne^loj 
on  pretence  that  this  and  a  great  part  of  the  peninfula  be- 
longed to  his  government.  The  polFelTton  of  this  poft  not 
only  fecured  to  the  Indians  of  the  continent  a  free  cntcrancc" 
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Hito  the  penlnfula,  and  a  fafe  retreat  in  cafe  of  purfuit ;  CHAP, 
but  alfo  encouraged  the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  ,_  '  ^ 
rife  in  open  rebellion  againfl  the  Englilh  government.  'JSJ- 

§  V.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  Teven  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  General  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Halifax, 
detached  Major  Laurence  with  a  few  men  to  reduce  them 
to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they  burned  their  town  to 
afbes,  forfook  tlieir  poflellions,  and  threw  ihemfelves  under 
the  protection  of  M,  La  Corne,  v/ho,  thus.re-enforced, 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  well 
provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Major  Laurence 
being  unable  to  cope  with  him  in  the  field,  demanded  an 
interview,  at  which  he.defired  to  know  for  what  caufe  the 
Frerich- inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia  had  fliaken  ofF  their 
allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  violated  the 
aeutrality  which  they  had  hitherto  affefled  to  profefi. 
The  French  officer,  without  pretending  to  account  foS 
their  behaviour,  gave  him  to  undeiftand  in  general  terms, 
that  he  had  orders  to  defend  his  poft,  and  thefe  orders  he 
was  determined  to  obey.  The  Fngiifh  Major  finding 
himfelf  too  weak  to  attack  their  united  force,  and  having 
no  orders  to  commit  hodilitics  againfl  any  but  the  Indians 
and  their  open  abettors,  returned  to  Halifax,  without  having 
Been  able  to  fulfil  the  purpofe  of  his  expedition.  Imme- 
diately after  his  retreat,  the  French  neutrals  {fo  they  were 
called)  returned  to  the  habitations  which  they  had  aban- 
doned ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians,  renewed 
their  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax  and  its 
dependent  fettlements.  The  Engl i(h  governor,  juflly  in-, 
cenfed  at  thefe  outrages,  and  feeing  they  would  neither  fub- 
mit  to  the  Englifh  government  themfejvcs,  nor  allow 
ethers  to  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity,  refolved  to  expel  them 
effeflually  from  the  country  they  fo  ill  dcferved  to  poflefs. 
Major  Laurence  was  again  detached  with  a  thoufand  men, 
tranfported  by  fea,  to  Chignedto,  where  ^ic  found  the 
French  and  Indians  entrenched,  in  order  to  difpute  his' 
landing.  Notwithftanding  (his  oppofition,  he  made  a  de- 
fcent  >vtth-  i  few  companies,  received  and  returned  a  fmart 

fire, 
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BOOK  fire,  and  rufhing  into  their  entrenchments,  obliged  them  to 
'";  ,  fly  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  a  confideiable 
,753.  number  killed  and  wounded  on  tht  fpot.  The  fugitives 
faved  themfelves  by  crofling  a  river,  on  the  farther  bank 
of  which  La  Corne  ftood  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  drawn 
up  in  order  to  receive  them  as  friends  and  dependents.  He 
■  had  by  this  time  eredled  a  fort,  which  he  denominated  Beau 
Sejour ;  and  now  the  Englifli  built  another  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  called  after  its  founder  St. 
Laurence.  This  being  provided  with  a  good  garrifon, 
ferved  as  a  check  upon  the  French,  and  in  fome  meafure 
reltrained  the  incurfions  of  their  barbarians.  Not  that  it 
effeflually  anfwcred  this  purpofe ;  for  the  Indians  and  neu- 
trals ftill  feifed  every  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Englifii 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  peninfula.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  fucceeding  year  they  furprifed  the  little  town  of  Dart- 
mouth, on  the  other  fide  of  Halifax-bay,  where  they  killed 
and  fcalped  a  great  number  of  people,  and  carried  off  fome 
prifoners.  For  ihefe  expeditions  the  French  always  fup- 
plied  them  with  boats,  canoes,  arms,  and  ammunition  ; 
and  indeed  they  were  conduiSed  with  fuch  care  and  fecre- 
jy,  that  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to  prevent  their  fuccefs. 
One  fure  remedy  againfl  the  fudden  and  llolen  incurfions 
of  thofe  ravages  might  have  been  found  in  the  ufe  of  Aaunch 
hounds,  which  would  have  run  upon  the  foot,  deteSed  the 
fculking  parties  of  the  Indians,  and  frullrated  all  their  am- 
bufcades :  ^ut  this  expedient,  fo  eafy  and  pradticable,  was 
never  tried,  though  frequently  recommended  in  publick  to 
the  attention  of  the  government,  and  the  confideration  of 
the  colonics.  The  Indians  continued  to  plunder  and 
tnaflacre  the  Britilh  fubjefts  with  impunity,  and  were 
countenanced  by  the  French  government  in  that  country, 
who  now  Ilrengthened  their  lodgement  on  the  neck  of  the 
peninfula  with  an  additional  fort,  diflinguiOied  by  the 
name  of  Baye-verte  ;  and  built  a  third  at  the  mouth  of  St. 
John's  river,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundy. 

§  VI.  All  thefe  previous  fteps  to  a  rupture  with  Eng- 
land were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  while  the  com- 
jnilTarics 
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miffafies  of  both  nations  were  dirptiting  about  the  limits  CHap. 
of  the  very  country  which  they  thus  arrogantly  ufurped;  ,_  '  _, 
and  they  proceeded  to  perfefl  their  chain  of  forts  to  the  )7S3- 
fbuthward,  without  paying  the  lead  regard  to  the  CX" 
poftulationsof  the  Englifli  governors,  or  to  a  memorial  pre-_ 
fented  at  Verfailles  by  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Britifh  ' 
minifter.  He  demanded  thatexprefs  orders  fbould  be  fent 
to  M,  De  la  Jonquiere,  the  commander  for  the  French  in 
America,  todefift  from  violence againfl  thcBritifli  fubjeds 
in"  that  country :  that  the  fort  of  Niagara  (hould  be  imme- 
diately rafed  :  that  the  fubjcdis  of  Great-Britain,  .who  had 
been  made  prifoners,  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  indemni- 
fied fortheloffes  they  had  fuftained  :  and  that  the  perfons 
who  had  committed  thefe  excefles  Ihould  be  puniflied  in 
an  exemplary  manner.  Xrue  it  is,  Ax  Englifhmen,  whom 
they  had  unjuftly  taken,  were  immediately  difmifTed  ;  and 
the  arabaflkdor  amufed  with  general  promifcs  of  fending 
iuch  infVrufliona  to  -the  French  governor  in  America,  as 
Ihould  anticipate  any  caufe  of  complaint  for  the  future: 
but,  far  from  having  any  intention  to  perform  thete  pro- 
mifes,  the  court  of  Verfailles,  without  all  doubt,  exhorted 
La  Jonquiere  to  proceed  in  bringing  its  ambitious  fchemes  ' 
to  perfedion. 

^  VII.  Every  incident  in  America  fecmed  to  prognofti- 
cate  war,  when  the  felliun  of  parliament  was  opened  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  November  :  yet  his  Majefty,  on  this  occa- 
fion>  told  them,  That  the  events  of  the  year  had  not  made 
it  neccflary  for  him  to  offer  any  thing  in  particular  to  their 
confideration,  relating  to  foreign  affairs.  He  even  de- 
clared. That  the  continuance  of  the  publick  tranquillity, 
and  the  genera!  fiate  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  when  they  lail  parted  :  and  al&ired.  them  of  his 
fieadinefs  in  purfuing  the  moft  effe^ual  meafures  to  pre- 
ferve  to  his  people  the  bJelBngs  of  peace.  He  exprelled 
uncommon  concern  that  the  horrid  crimes  of  robbery  and 
murther  were  of  late  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed,  and 
earnellly  recommended  this  important  obje£l  to  their  fe- 
rious  attention.     Alfeftionate  addreJIei  were  prefcnted  by 
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BOOK     both  Houfef  in  anfwer  to  thia  harangue ':   an^,  whatwav 

,i  ,-'-.  f  very  remarkable,  they   were  propofed  and  paiTed  without 
■75I-       ^ueftion  or  debate. 

§  VIII.  The  Commons  continued  the  fame  number  of 
feamen  and  land  forces  for  the  enfuhtg  year  whi^had 
been  granted  in  the  hft  felCon,  and  made  fuitable  proviiion 
for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate.  The  whole  fupply 
, amounted  to  two  millions  feven  hundred  ninety -feven 
thoufand  nine  hundred  andftxteenpoundi,  tenIhilHng8,and 
two-pence,  to  he  railed  by  a  land-tax  of  two  Shillings  in 
the  pound,  a  malt-tax,  a  continuation  of  certain  duties  on 
wine,  vit^egar,  eyder,  and  beer  imported,  a  fum  taken  from 
tbe  finking  fand,  and  the  overplus  of  certain  giartts, funds, 
and  duties.  The  provifions  made  eonftderably  exceeded 
the  graiits ;  but  this  excefs  was  chargeable  with  the  intereft 
of  what  Qiould  be  borrowed  upon  thecredit  of  the  landor 
malt-tax,  there  being  a  claufe  of  credit  in  both,  asaUbwith 
the  deficiency  (if  anylbould  happen)  in  the  f urns  they  were 
computed  to  produce.  The  Houfe  agreed  to  all  thefere- 
folutions  almoft  unanimoufiy  :  indeed,  no  oppo£don  was 
made  to  any  of  them,  but  that  for  continuing  the  fame  num- 
ber of  land  forces,  which  was  carried  bya  great  majority. 

§  IX.  The  a£l  permitting  Jews  to  be  naturalized, 
which  had,  during  the  lall  fellion,  triumphed  over  fuch  as 
obllinate  oppofition,  was  by  this  time  become  the  ol^ed  of 
national  horrour  and  execration.  Every  part  of  the  kiog^ 
dom  refounded  with  the  reproach  of  the  miniftry  who  had 
enforced  fuch  an  odious  meafiire ;  and  the  two  brodicn, 
whoengrofled  the  greater  part  of  the  admi  nitration,  trem- 
bled at  the  profpetSt  of  what  this  clamour  might  produce  aC 
the  general  eieiStton,  this  being  the  laft  feffion  of  the  pre- 
lent  parliament.  So  eager  were  the  minifters  to  annul 
this  unpopular  meafure,  that,  immediately  after  the  Peeis 
had  agreed  to  the  nature  and  form  of  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 

jefty,  the  D of  N ,  with  that  precipitation  fi> 

peculiar  to  his  chara<9er,  poured  forth  an  abrupt  harangue, 
in  that  Houfe,  importing,  that  the  difaffetEled  had  made 
-  an  handle  of  the  ad  palled  lafi  &j£on  in  favoni  of  the  Jevs, 
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to  r^fc  difcwtents  among  many  of  hla  Majefty's  good  ^*\.^^' 
flibje^^;  and  as  the  ail  was  in  itfelf  of  little  importance,  ._  \j 
he  W4«  of  Qpiiiion  it  ought  to  be  repealed  ;  for  this  purpofe  USl- 
he  pvtdcatfid  a  bill  leady  framed,  which  was  read  and  com- 
mitted, though  npt  without  fume  debate.  The  uaturaliza- 
tion-bill,  i)DW  devoted  as  a  facrifice  to  the.refeatment  of 
the  people,  contained  a  claufe  difabling  all  naturalized  Jews 
from  purchafing,  inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advowfon  or 
prefentation,  or  right  to  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice  or  pro- 
motion!, fchool,  hofpital,  or  donative ;  and  by  the  firft 
draft  of  the  bill,  which  his  grace  now  prefented,  it  was 
intended  that  this  claufe  fbould  not  be  repealed.  It  was 
the  opinion,  hpwevcr,  of  the  majoriiy,  that  fuch  a  claufe 
Handing  unrepealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being 
thus  exprefsly  excluded  from  the  pofTeiEon  of  any  eccleli- 
aftical  right  of  prefentation,  would  beconfidered  as  having 
the  power  and  privilege  of  purchafing  and  inhenting  any 
lay-property  in  the  kingdom.  On  this  confideration  an 
amendment  was  made  in  the  bill,  the  claufe  in  queftion 
was  left  out,  and  the  whole  i£i  of  naturalization  repealed 
without  exception*.  Though  the  Lords,  in  general,  com 
curred  in  the  expediency  of  the  repeal,  it  was  oppofed  by 
fome  few,  as  too  great  a  facrifice  to  the  idle  and  unfounded 
clamours  of  the  multitude;  and  upon  this  fide  of  the  debate  , 
a  great  power  of  elocution  was  difplaycd  by  Earl  Temple, 
who  had  lately  fucceeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  . 
mother,  anobleman  of  dillinguifhed abilities,  and  thcmoft 
amiable  difpofition,  franlc,  libera],  humane,  and  zealouHy 
attached  to  the  intereft  and  honour  of  his  country.  In  the 
Lower  Houfe  the  members  of  both  parties  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  demonflrations  of  averfion  to  this  un- 
popular a£l.  On  the  very  firft  day  of  the  felfion,  imme- 
diately after  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  Sir 
James  Dalhwood^  an  eminent  leader  in  the  oppofition^ 
A  a  2  gave 

•  The  ie«rend  btnch  of  biAopi  hid,  with  a  laudable  fpiric  of  chriftlm 
neekntf!  and  philanthropy,  geoerill;  apptoTcd  of  the  indulgence  granted  Ca 
their  Hebrew  brethren  ;  and  now  thej  ac^uiefted  in  the  propofcd  tepeal  wiA 
tbe  rame  pafliK  difcretion  though  one  of  the  nombei  contcn4ed  for  the  fiving 
cUufe  wUch  the  Puke  of  N  —  had  retomneaded. 
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BOOK  gave  the  Commons  to  underfbnd,  that  he  had  a  motion  df 
,  _  \j  very^  great  importance  to  make,  which  would  require  the 
i75S>  attention  of  every  member,  as  (bon  33  the  motion  fc^  the 
addrefs  fhould  be  difcuSed :  he,  therefore,  deJired  they 
would  not  quit  the  Houfe  until  he  Oiould  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  bis  propofal.  Accordingly,  they  had  no 
fooner  agreed  to  the  motion  for  an  addrers  of  thanlu  to  his 
Majefty,  than  he.ftood  up  again;  and  having  expatiated 
upon  the  juft  and  general  indignation  which  the  ail  of  the 
preceding  feflion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  bad  raifed  among- 
the  people,  he  moved  to  order  that  the  Houfe  Ihould  be 
calledover  on  Tuefday  the  fourth  day  of  December,  for 
taking  that  sH  into  consideration  :  but  being  given  to  ua- 
derdand  that  it  was  not  ufual  to  appoint  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  for  any  particular  purpofe,  he  agreed  that  the  mo- 
tion fhould  be  general.  It  was  fcconded  by  I^ord  Parker, 
his  oppofite  in  political  interefts }  the  Houfe  agreed  to  it 
without  oppofition,  arid  the  call  was  ordered  accordingly. , 
They  were  anticipated,  however,  by  the  Lords,  wha 
framed  and  tranfmitted  to  them  a  bill  on  the  fame  fubje£t, 
to  the  purport  of  which  the  Commons  made  no  obje3ion  ; 
for  every  member,  having  the  fear  of  the  general  election 
before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every  expreffion  whicb 
could  give  umbrage  to  his  conftituents :  but  violent  op- 
pofition was  made  to  the  preamble, '  which  ran  in  the  hi' 
lotting  llrain : — "  Whereas  an  nGt  of  parliament  wai 
**  made  and  pafled  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  Majefly't 
**  reign,  intituled.  An  A^  to  permit  perfons  profefBng  the 
"  Jewifl)  religion  to  be  naturalized  by  parliament,  and  fox 
*'  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  whereas  occa- 
«*  fion  has  been  taken,  from  the  faid  a£V,  to  raife  difcon- 
*'  tents  anddifquiecsin  the  minds  of  his  Majefly's  fubje&, 
"  be  it  enacted,  Sec."  This  introdu&ion  was  confidercd 
as  an  unjufl  reflexion  upon  the  body  of  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, and  in  particular  upon  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the 
bill  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  feffion.  Sir  Roger  New- 
digate  therefore  moved  that  the  expreflion  fhould  be  varied 
to  this  effe&  :  "  Whereas  gnat  dtfcooteaU  and  difqui- 
I  **  etudes 
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«  etudes  had  from  the  faid  afl  arifen."     The  confequence    chap. 
of  tKis  motion  wss  sn  obffinate  debate,   in  which   it  was  '|'    , 

fupportcd  by  the  Earl  of  Eg— t,  and  dtven  other  able  j^jj. 
oracon:  but  Mr,  Pelham  and  Mr.  P —  were  numbered 
among  its  opponents.  The  queflion  being  put  for  the 
propofed  alteration,  it  was  of  courfe  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive: the  bill,  after  the  third  reading,  pifki  Hemint  con- 
tradictnte,   and  in  due  time  obtained  the  royal  aflcnt. 

§  X,  Even  this  concelBon  of  the  miniHry  did  not  allay 
the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  their  apprehenlions  of 
encroachment  from  the  Jews.  Another  aS  ftill  fubfifled, 
by  virtue  of  which  any  perfon  profefRng  the  Jewifh  reli- 
gion might  become  a  free  denizen  of  Great-Britain,  after 
having  refided  fcven  years  in  any  of  his  Majelly's  colo- 
nies in  America;  and  ibis  was  now  confidered  as  a  law 
having  the  fame  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other 
was  now  in  a  fair  way  pf  being  convicted.  It  was 
moved,  therefore,  in  the  Lower  Houfc,  that  part  of  this 
former  a£t  might  be  read  :  then  the  fame  member  made 
A  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  defiring  that  the 
Houfe  might  have  the  perufal  of  the  liAs  tranfmitied  from 
the  American  colonies  to  the  commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  containing  the  names  of  all  fuch  perfoni 
profcfEng  the  Jewifli  religion  as  had  entitled  themfelvei 
to  the  benefit  of  the  faid  afl,  fincc  the  year  one  thoufand 
fcven  hundred  and  forty.  Thefe  lifts  were  accordingly 
prefentcd,  fnd  left  upon  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members :  but  as  this  aft  contained  no  limitation  of  time 
within  which  the  benefit  of  it  fhould  be  claimed,  and  as 
this  claim  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and 
foine  expenfe,  very  few  perfons  b^d  availed  themfelves  of 
it  in  that  period.  Ncyertheiefs,  as  a  great  number  of  > 
Tews  were  already  entitled  to  claim  this  indulgence,  and 
as  it  remained  an  open  channel  through  which  Great- 
Britain  might  be  deluged  with  thofe  people,  all  of  whom 
the  law  would  hold  ai  natural-born  fubjeSs,  and  their 
progeny  as  freed  from  all  the  reflrifiions  contained  in  the 
^  with  refpefl  to  naturalized  foreigners.  Lord  Hartey 
A  a  3  moved 
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BOOK  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the 
^  ■  '  ,_r  '^•'^  "^  3s  related  to  perfons  profeffing  the  JewiOi  reli- 
)751-  g'oni  who  fliould  come  to  fettle  in  any  firitifli  colony 
after  a  certain  time.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir 
James  Dafliwood,  and  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont; 
but  being  found  unequal  to  the  intereft  and  elocution 
of  Mr,  Pelham  and  Mr.  P— ,  was  lejedted  by  the  majo- 
rity. 
An.  175+.  §  XI.  The  next  objefl  that  claimed  the  attention 
of  the  Commons,  vas  a  bill  for  improving  the  regu- 
lations already  made  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  a  conta- 
gious diAemper,  which  raged  among  the  horned  cattle 
in  different  parts, of  the  kingdom.  The  laft  bill  of  this 
feffion  that  had  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed,  was  brought 
in  for  puni(hing  mutiny  and  defertion  of  officers  and  fol- 
diers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-Indta  company,  and  for. 
thepunilbment  of  offenfes  committed  in  the  Eaft-IndJcs 
and  the  lOand  of  St.  Helena.  This  being  a  meafure  of  a 
very  extraordinary  nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  Houfe  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing :  at  the  fame  time  all  charters,  commilEons,  and  au- 
thorities, by  which  any  powers  relative  to  n  military  ju- 
rifdidion,  or  the  cxercife  of  martial  law,  had  been 
granted  or  derived  from  the  crown  to  the  faid  company, 
were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  members.  The 
billwas  by  many  confidered  as  a  dangerous  extcnfion  of 
military  power,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  civil  rights  en- 
joyed  by  Britifh  fubjefls,  and  as  fuch  violently  conteRed 
by  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Lord  Strange,  and  Mr.  Alder- 
man Beckford.  Their  objedlions  were  anfwered  by  the 
Sollicitor-General  and  Mr.  Yorke.  The  bill,  after  feme 
warm  debates,  being  efpoufed  by  the  miniftry,  was  ena^cd 
into  a  law,  and  defpatched  to  the  Eaft-Indies  by  the  firft 
opportunity. 

§  XII.  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  petitions 
prefented  on  different  fubjefls,  which,  as  they  mifc^rried, 
it  will  be  unncceffary  to  particularife.  It  may  not  be 
Mmib,  however,  to  record  an  exemplary  afl  of  juftice 

done 
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4one  liy  the  Commons  on  a  peifon  bdonging  to  a  pub-  CHAP, 
lick  ofSfe,  whom  they  detefted  in  the  practice  of  fraud  ^  ,  '.^ 
and  im'poTitioiu  Notwithfianding  the  particular  care  17^. 
taken  in  the  laft  feflion,  to  pfevent  the  mongpolizing  of 
tickets  in  the  flate- lottery,  all  thoTe  precautions  had  been 
eluded  in  a  (candalous  manner  by  certain  individuals,  en- 
Crufted  with  the  charge  of  delivering  the  tickeu  to  the 
contributors,  according  to  the  intent' of  the  aA,  which  ex- 
{trefsly  declared  that  not  more  than  twenty  ihoidd  be 
ibid  to  any  one  perfon.  Inftead  of  conforming  to  thefe 
^iredions  of  the  legiSature,  they  and  their  friends  e(i-< 
grolled  great  numbers,  Iheltering  themfelves  luider  a  falfc 
lift  of  feigned  names  for  the  purpofe;  by  which  means 
they  nee  oi^y  defeated  the  equitable  intention  of  theCom- 
tnoni,  hut  in  fome  meafure  injured  the  putlick  credit  j 
inafoiuch  as  their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to  fubfcribe 
for  agreater  number  than  they  hadcafh  to  purchafe  ;  fothat 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  firft  payment,  which  might 
bave  had  a  bad  eSFeA  on  the  publiclc  affairs.  Thefe  prac- 
tices were  fo  flagrant  and  notiKious  as  to  attraft  the  no- 
tice of  the  Lower  Houfe,  where  an  enquiry  was  begun, 
and  profecuted  with  a  fpifit  of  real  patriotifm,  in  oppoft- 
tion  to  a  fcandalous  cabal,  who  endeavoured  with  equal 
c^ernefs  and  perfcverance  to  fcieen  the  delinquents.  AU 
tbeit  efforts,  however,  proved  abortive ;  and  a  committee^ 
appointed  to  examine  particulars,  agreed  to  feveral  fevere 
fffbluticuis  ^ainll  one  Le— ,  who  bad  amaJTed  a  large 
fortune  by  this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation.  They 
voted  him  guilty  of  breach  of  truft, ,  and  a  direA  violation 
!pf  the  Lottery  a3  j  and  an  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  de&ring  he  might  be  profecuted  by  the  Attor- 
fieyrGencral  for  thefe  ofiFenfes.  He  was  accordingly  fuej 
in  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  and  paid  a  fine  of  one 
tboufaad  potrnds,  for  having  committed  frauds  by  which 
he  h^d  gained  forty  iixaes  that  fum ;  but  he  was  treated 
with  fuch  gentleneft  ?s  remarkably  doiofed  the  clemencjr 
pf  that  tf it>upal. 

A  a  4  §  XIJL 
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BOOK        §  XIII.  The  feffion  ended  in  the  beginning  of  April, 

^_  '  f  when  the  King  gave  the  parliament  to  underiland  that  be 
i754>  fhoulS  fay  nothing  at  prefent  on  foreign  aftaira ;  but  af- 
fured  them  of  bis  fixed  refolution  to  exert  his  whoie  powa 
in  maintaining  the  general  tranquillity,  and  adhering  to 
fuch  meafures  for  that  purpofe  as  he  had  hitherto  pur- 
fued  in  conjunflion  with  his  allies.  He  in  very  aSeSion- 
atc  terms  tlianked  both  Houfes  for  the  repeated  proofs 
they  had  given  of  their  zealous  attachment  and  loyalty  to 
bia  perfon  and  government.  He  enumerated  the  falutary 
meafu res  they  had  taken  for  leCTcning  the  national  debt, 
and  augmenting  the  publiclc  credit,  extending  navigation 
and  commerce,  reforming  the  morals  of  the  people,  and 
improving  the  regulations  of  civil  teconomy.  He  con- 
cluded with  declaring,  that  he  fecurely  relied  upon  the 
loyalty  and  good  affedlion  of  his  people,  and  had  no  other 
aim  than  their  permanent  happinefs.  In  a  little  time 
■fter  the  clofe  of  this  feflion  they  were  diflblved  by  pro- 
clamation, and  new  writs  iiTued  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
for  ccnvoking  a  new  parliament.  The  fame  ceremonies 
were  pradifed  with  refpeft  to  the  convocations  of  Can- 
terbury and  York,  tboijgb  they  no  longer  retained  their 
former  importance  ;  nor,  indeed,  were  they  fuffered  to 
fit  and  deliberate  upon  the  fubje£ts  which  formerly  fell 
under  their  cognizance  and  difcuflion. 

§  XIV.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  miniftry  of 
Great- Britain  .had  been  left  without  a  head  by  tbe  death 
of  Mr.  Pclham,  which  was  not  only  fincerely  lamented 
by  his  fovereign,  but  alfo  regretted  by  the  nation  in  gene- 
ri(I,  to  whofe  affeflion  he  had  powerfully  recommended 
himfelf  by  the  candour  and  humanity  of  his  conduS  and 
ch«ra£ter,  even  while  he  piirfued  meafures  which  they 
did  not  entirely  approve.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  miniftcr 
was  the  more  deeply  felt  by  the  government  at  this  junc- 
ture, being  the  eve  of  a  general  eleflion  for  a  new' par- 
liament, when  every  adminiftration  is  fuppofed  to  exert 
itfelf  with  redoubled  vigilance  and  circumfpe31on.  He 
had  already  concerted  (he  meafures  forlecuring  a  majority, 

and 
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and  hia  plan  was  faithfully  executed  by  his  friends  anil  chap. 
adherents,  whoftillengrolTed  theadminillration.  His  bro-  ^_  '  . 
thcr,  the  Duke  of  NewcalUe,  waiappointed  (irft  lord  com-  1754. 
miffionerof  thcTreafury,  andfucceededas  fecretaryoff^ate 
by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  long  redded  as  ambaila- 
dourat  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  other  department  of  this 
office  was  ftill  reuined  by  the  Earl  of  Holderneffe,  and  , 
the  funflion  of  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  per- 
formed as  ufual  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice  of  the  King's- 
Bench,  until  a  proper  perfon  could  be  found  to  fit]  that 
important  office :  but  in  thecourfe  of  the  fummer  it  was 
befluwed  upon  Mr.  Legge,  who'  acquitted  himfclf  with 
equal  honokjr  and  capacity.  Divers  other  alteratipni 
were  made,  of  lefs  im[}ortance  to  the  publlck.  Sir  George 
Lyttelton  was  appointed xofierer,  and  the  Earl  of  fliUfbo- 
rough  comptroller  of  the  houfehold.  Mr,  George  Gren- 
ville,  brother  to  Earl  Temple,  became  treafurer  of  the 
Navy  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  of  whom  we  Qiall 
have  occajiontofpeak  in  (he  fequel,  took  place  as  acom- 
milBoner  at  the  board  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Barrington,  made  mailer  of  the  wardrobe.  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  the  chancellor,  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of 
an  carl.  The  place  of  lord  chief  juflice  of  the  King's- 
Bench  becoming  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Lee, 
was  liiied  with  Sir  Dudley  Ryder,  and  he  was  fucceeded 
by  Mr.  Murray  in  the  office  of  Attorney-Genera!. 

§  XV,  The  eletSions  for  the  new  parliament  generally 
fucceeded  according  to  the  wifti  of  the  miniftry  ;  for  6p- 
pofition  was  now  dwindled  down  to  the  loweA  {late'  of 
imbecility.  It  had  received  a  mortal  wound  by  the  death 
of  the  l«c  Prince  of  Wales,  w ho fc  adherents  were  too  wife 
to  purfue  an  ignis  fatuus,  without  any  profpeii  of  fuccefs 
or  advantage.  Some  '  of  them  had  prudently  fung  their 
palinodia  to  the  miniflry,  and  been  gratified  with  profit- 
able employments;  while  others,  fetting  too  great  a  price 
upon  their  own  importance,  kept  aloof  till  themarket  was 
'  over,  and  were  left  to  pine  in  fecret  over  their  difappoint- 
cd  ambition.  The  ijnaxims  of  Toryifm  had  been  relin- 
<juilhe4 
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quiflied  by  many>  as  the  bnren  principles  of  a  lofing  game ; 
,  the  body  of  the  people  were  conciliated  to  the  eftablifhcd 
government;  and  the  harmony  thatnow,  for  the  firft  time, 
fubfiAcd  among  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family  bad 
a  wonderful  eSeS.  in  acquiring  a  degree  of  popularity 
which  they  had  never  before  enjoyed.  The  Writs  being 
returned,  the  new  parliament  was  opened  on  thelaftday 
of  May  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  fome  other 
peers,  who  a^ed  by  virtue  of  a  commiflion  from  his  Ma- 
jcfty.  The  Commons  having  chofen  for  their  fpeaker  !he 
Right  Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  who  had  honourably  filled 
that  high  office  in  four  preceding  pBrliamcnts,  he  was  pre- 
sented and  approved  by  the  commiffioners.  Then  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  harangued  both  Houfes,  giving 
them  to  underhand,  that  his  Majefty  had  indulged  them 
with  this  early  opportunity  of  coming  together,  in  order 
to  complete  without  lofs  of  time  certain  parliamentary 
proceedings,  which  he  judged  would  be  for  the  fatisfa£lioa 
of  his  good  fubjeds;  but  he  did  not  think  proper  tolay 
befwe  them  any  points  of  general  bufinefs,  referving 
every  thing  of  that  nature  to  the  ufual  time  of  their  aflem- 
bling  in  the  winter.  On  the  Afthday  of  June  this  (hoit 
feffion  was  cJofed,  and'  the  parliament  prorogued  by  the 
lords  com  mi  Ifi  oners. 

^  XVI.  In  the  beginning,  of  this  year  violent  dif- 
putcs  arbfe  between  the  government  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  Ireland,  on  the  almoll  forgotten  fubje£b 
of  privilege  and  prerogative.  The  Commons  conceived 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  apply  the  furpjus  of  their 
revenue  towards  national  purpofes,  without  theconfentof 
their  fovereign ;  and  accordingly,  in  the.  year  one  thou- 
fand  fcven  hundred  and  forty^nine,  prepared  a  bill  with 
this  preamble:  *'  Whereas  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
'<  March  laft  a  confiderable  balance  remained  in  the  hands 
"  of  the  vice-treafurers  or  receivers-general  of  the  king- 
"  dom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  unapplied;  and  it 
'^  will  beforyour  Majefty's  fervice,  and  for  the  eafe  of 
■"^your  faithful  fubjeSs  in  this  kingdom,  that  fo  much 
•«  thereof  as  can  be  conveniently  fpared  Ihould  be  paid, 
«  agreeably 
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*'  agrteably  to  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  intentions^ 
"  in  dtftharge  of  part  of  the  national  debt."  This  ap-  | 
propriation  gave  great  offenfe  to  the  advocates  for  prCTo- 
gative  in  England,  who  affirmed  that  the  Commons  had 
no  right  to  apply  any  part  of  the  unappropriated  revenue, 
nor  even  to  take  any  fuch  affair  into  confideration,  with- 
out tiie  previous  confent  of  the  crown,  exprefled  in  the 
mod  explicit  terms.  It  was  in  confequenceof  thisdoftrine, 
that  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
told  them  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  held  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  he  was 
commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  them,  that  hi»  Ma- 
jefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  cafe  and  happinels  of  his  fub- 
jcds,  would  gracioufly  confent,  and  recommended  it 
tottiem,  that  fuch  a  part  of  the  money  then  remaining 
in  Ills  treafury  as  fliould  be  thought  confident  with  the 
pubiick  fervice  be  applied  towards  the  further  reduction 
-pf  the  national  debt.  This  declaration  alarmed  the  Com- 
mons, zealous  as  they  were  ibr  the  prefervation  of  their 
pnvilegcs;  and  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  which,  like, 
^hat  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  ufed  always  to 
e'ccho  back  the  words  of  the  fpeech,  they  made  no  mention 
of  his  Majefly's  confent;  but  only  acknowledged  his 
-gracious  attention  to  their  eafe  and  happinefs,  in  recom- 
moiding  to  them  the  application  of  the  furplus.  They, 
accordingly,  refolved  to  apfJy  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  of  that  overplus  towards  a  difcharge  of 
the  nationai  debt ;  and,  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed 
for  this  purpoiV,  made  nomenti6nof  his  Majefty's  con- 
fent, thbugh-b^ore  they  had  acknowledged  his  goodnefs 
in  recommeriding  this  application.  The  miniftry  in  Eng- 
land were  highly  offended  at  this  purpoftd  omilllon,  which 
they  oonftrued  into  a  wilful  encroachment  on  the  prero- 
gative; and  the  bill  was  fent  back  with  an  alteration  in 
theprcamble,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  confent  as  well  as 
recommendation.  The  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  being 
tit  that  time  deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  enquiry  into  the 
conduit  of  a  gentleman,  a  fervant  of  the  crown,  and  a 
member 
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member  of  their  own  Houfe,  accufed  of  having  mifapplied 
I  a  large  fum  of  money,  with  which  he  had  been  entrufted, 
for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  barracks,  were  now  un- 
willing to  embroil  themfelves  farther  with  the  government, 
until  this  afiair  Ihould  be  difcufled.  They,  therefore, 
paiTed  -the  bill  with  the  alteration,  and  proceeded  with 
their  enquiry.  The  perfon  was  convifted  of  having  mif- 
applied  the  publick  money,  and  ordered  to  make  the  bar- 
racks fit  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  troops 
at  his  own  cxpenfe.  ,  They  did  not,  however,  negled  to 
aflert  what  they  thought  their  rights  and  privilege*,  when 
the  next  opportunity  occurred.  TheDufce  of  Dorfet, 
when  he  opened  the  fef£on  of  this  year,  repeated  the  ex- 
prefSon  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  conlent,  in  mentioning 
the  furplus  of  the  publick  money.  They  again  omitted 
that  word  in  their  addrefs;  and  refolved,  in  their  bill  of 
application,  not  only  to  fink  this  odious  term,  but  likewife 
to  abate  in  their  complaifance  to  the  crown,  by  leaving; 
out  that  exprelSon  of  grateful  acknowledgement,  which 
had  met  with  fuch  a  cold  reception  above.  By  this  time 
the  conieft  had  kindled  up  two  violent  fa<9ions,  and  difFu&d 
a  general  fpirit  of  rcfentment  through  the  whole  Irifli 
nation.  The  committee  who  prepared  the  bill,  inllead  of 
jnfcriing  the  ufual  compliments  in  the  preamble,  men^ 
tioned  nothing  but  a  recital  of  fafis,  and  fent  it  over  in  a 
very  plain  drefs,  quite  deflitute  of  all  embroidery.  The 
niiniftry,  intent  upon  vindicating  the  prerogative  from 
fuch  an  unmannerly  attack,  filled  up  the  omiffioiu  of  the 
committee,  and  fent  it  back  with  this  alteration :  **  And 
"  your  Majefty,  ever  attentive  totheeaft  and  happincfi 
*'  of  your  faithful  fubjcds,  has  been  gfacioufly  pleafed  to 
"  Cgnify  (hat  you  would  confent,  and  to  recommend  it 
**  to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money  remaining  in  your 
**  Majefty's  treafury  as  ihould  be  neceflary  be  applied  to 
*'  the  difchargc  of  the  national  debt,  or  fuch  part  thereof 
"  as  Oiould  bethought  expedient  by  parliament."  This, 
then,  beingthecrifis  which  was  to  determineaconflitutional 
point  of  fuch  importance,  namely,   whether  the  pe<^e 
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in  puliamefit  aflembled  have  a  right  to  deliberate  upoH,    C  H  a  p. 
and  vote  the  application  of  any  part  of  the  tinappropri-.  .    _   '  j 
ated  revenue,  without  the  previous  confcntof  the  crown;       i7;4. 
thofe  who  were  the  oioft  z^oufly  attached  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country  refolved  to  exert  themfelves  in  oppoJing 
what  they  conceived  to  be  a  violation  of  thofe  liberties ; 
and  the  bill,  with  its  alterations,  was  rejected  by  a  majo- 
rity of  five  voices.     The  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  was 
celebrated  with  the  moft  extravagant  rejoicings,  as  a  tri- 
umph of  patriotifm  over  the  arts  of  minifterial  corruption  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  fervants  of  the   crown 
who  had  joined  the  popular  cry  on  this   occafion  were  in 
a  little  time  difmiiTed.  from  their  employments.     There-  ' 

je£lion  of  the  bill  was  a  great  difappointment  to  the  credi- 
tors of  the  publick,  and  the  circulation  of  cafh  was  almoft 
ftagnated.  Thefe  calamities  were  imputed  to  arbitrary 
defigns  in  the  government  j  and  the  people  began  to  be 
inflamed  with  an  enthufiaftick  fpirit  of  independency, 
which  might  have' produced  mifchievous  effects,  had  not 
artful  fleps  been  taken  to  bring  over  the  demagogues,  and 
thus  divert  the  ftream  of  popular  clamour  from  the  mini- 
ftry  to  thofe  very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idols  of 
popular  veneration.  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  an  earl;  and  fome 
other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  employments. 
His  Majcfty's  letter  arrived  for  paying  off  feventy-five  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  national  debt.  The  cir- 
culation was  thus  animated,  and  the  refentment  of  tho- 
populace  fubfiding,  the  kingdom  retrieved  its  former  tran- 
quillity. 

§  XVIf.  The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the  French 
court,  by  which  the  firitifh  intereft  was  invaded  and*  di- 
fturbed  on  the  continent  of  America,  had  alfo  extended 
itielf  to  the  Ball- Indies,  where  they  endeavoured  to  em- 
broil the  Englifii  company  with  divers  nabobs,  or  princes> 
who  governed  different  parts  of  the  pcninfuta  intra  Gangem. 
That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  diflinfl  idea  of  thefe 
Uanla^ions,  we  fliall  exhibit  a  flion  Iketch  of  the  Englifh 
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■OOK.  forts  and  fctllcments  in  that  remote  country.  TH*  firft 
.  '  f  of  there  we  Ihall  mention  is  Sural*,  in  the  province  fa 
17S4.  called,  fituated  between  the  twcnty-firft  and  twenty-fecond 
degrcs  of  north  latitude :  from  hcnqc  the  peninfyl?  firetches 
into  the  Indian  ocean,  as  far  as  the  ktitwde  of  eight: 
north,  ending  in  a  point  at  Cape  Comorin,  which  is  the 
fouthern  extremity.  To  the  northward  this  peninfula 
joins  to  Indoftan,  and  at  its  grcatcfl  breadth  extends  fevea 
hundred  miles.  Upon  the  weil,  eaft,  and  fouth,  it  i) 
wafbed  by  the  fea.  It  comprehends  the  kingdoms  of  Mala- 
bar, Decan,  Golconda,  and  fiifnagar,  with  the  princi- 
palities of  Gingi,  Tanjaour,  and  Madura.  The  wefiera 
fide  isdiAinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Malabar  coaft: 
the  eaftern  takes  the  denomination  of  Coromandcl;  and, 
in  different  parts  of  this  long  fwecp,  from  Surat  round 
Cape  Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  <^  Bengal,  the 
Englifh  and  other  European  powers  have,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Mogul,  eftablilhed  forts  and  trading  Icttlements. 
All  thefe  kingdoms,  properly  fpeaking,  belong  to  the 
Mogul:  but  bis  power  was  fo  weakened  by  thelafl  inva-r 
fion  of  Kouli  Khan,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  aflert  his 
empire  over  this  remote  country  j  the  tributary  princes  of 
which,  and  even  the  nabobs,  who  were  originally  gover- 
ijors  appointed  under  their  authority,  have  rendered  them- 
felves  independent,  and  exert  an  abfolute-  dominion  over 
their  refpe<9ive  territories,  without  acknowledging  his 
iupcriority  either  by  tribute  or  homage.  Thefe  prince^ 
5  when 

*  Sereral  Europcio  lUtiOBi  .had  fntlemtDCi  at  SutaC,  which  wai  one  of 
tbcmoA  &eqiicnted  citiei  of  ibe  Ealt,  rnim  the  gicit  concnutfe  of  Mihomccin 
pjlgttmi,  who  mice  it  their  toid  from  India,  in  iheit  TJnci  to  che  tomb  of 
tbatfrophet  itMecci.  In  order  lokEcp  rhe  feaiclear  of  pirate*  beCwecD 
Socat  u4  the  gulf  o(  Arabia  and  Perfii,  the  Mogul  had  been  at  :he  aonntl 
dpenfe  of  a  large  Diip  fined  out  on  pirpofe  to  carry  the  pilgrimi  to  Juddl, 
which  i(  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  Mecca.  For  the  feeuricy  of  this  (hip, 
u  Weil  11  to  protea  the  trade  of  Surat,  he  £ranrH  to  his  admiral,  ibifi^tt, 
chief  of  a  coloay  of  caflieea,  or  bUcki,  a  reienue  called  ibe  Taoba.  to 
the  Tilue  of  three  lackt  of  lupeej,  amouniing  to  above  thirly-fevea  tbou- 
.  Cuid  pODndi,  arifing  partly  from  the  idjiceut  tandi,  and  partly  from  the  H- 
vennei  of  Surat,  whkb  were  paid  him  yeaily  by  the  governour  of  the  callle, 
who  i*  appointed  by  the  Mogul  to  keep  the  city  under  proper  fnbjeflioa, 
"tiChontt  hoiwerer,  luterlcriDgwich  thegoteromenlofit. 


;,CjooqIc 


G    E    O    R    G    E      II.  367 

when  they  quarrel  among  themfeivcs,  naturally  have  re-    *^^*'' 
courfe  to  the  aHiftance  of  fuch  European  powers  as  are  ■        '  j 
fettled  in  or  near  their  dominions ;  and  in  the  fame  manner       t7j4< 
the  Eaft-Indian  companies  of  the  European  powers  which 
happen  to  be  at  war  with  each  other   never  fail  to  intereft 
the  nabobs  in  thcdilpute. 

§  XVIIL  The  next  EngllQi  fcttlement  to  Surat,  on 
the  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  19  Bombay,  in  the  kingdom  of 
X)ecan,  a  fmall  illand,  with  a  very  convenient  harbour, 
about  five-and-forty  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  Surat.  The 
town  is  very  populous :  but  the  foil  is  barren,  and  the 
climate  unhealthy;  and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very 
precarious  by  the  neighbourbdod   of  the  famous  Corfair  , 

Angria,  until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  andhis  forti- 
fications demolished.  The  Englifh  company  likewite 
carry  on  fome  traffick  at.  Dabul,  about  forty  leagues 
ftrtherto  the  fouth,  in  the  province  of  Cuncan.  In  the 
Jame  foutherly  progreffion,  towards  the  point  of  the  penin- 
fula, we  arrive  at  Carwar,  in  the  latitude  of  fifteen  de- 
grees, where  there  is  a  fmall  fort  and  fadory  belonging 
to  the  company,  ftanding  on  the  fouth  fideof  abay,  with 
ariver  capable  of  receiving  fhips  of  pretty  large  burthen. 
The  climate,  here  is  r«narkably  falubrious;  the  country 
abounds  with,  provifions  of  all  forts,  and  the  beft  pepper 
of  India  gfovra  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  next  Englifli 
fettlement  we  find  at  Tillicherry,  where  the  company  has 
erefted  a  fort,  to  defend  their  commerce  of  pepper  and 
cardamoms  from  the  Infults  of  the  Rajah,  who  governs  this 
part  of  Malabar.  Hither  the  Engliih  trade  was  removed 
from  Calicut,  a  large  town,  that  ftands  fifteen  leagues  to 
the  fouthtvard  of  Tillicherry,  and  was  as  well  frequented 
as  any  port  on  the  coaft  of  the  Indian  peninfula.  The  moft 
foutherly  fcttlement  which  the  Englifli  poffefs  on  the  Ma- 
labar coaft  is  that  of  Anjengo,  between  the  eighth  and  ninth 
degrees  of  latitude.  It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort, 
fituatedonabroad  river,  which  falls  into  the  fea,  and  would 
be  very  commodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  water  on  the 
bartoo.niallow  to  admit  Ibips  of  confiderable  burthen. 

Then 
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BOOK  Then  turning  the  cape,  and  palfing  through  the  firait 
,  ^  '.  .  of  Chilao,  formed  by  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  we  arrive  on 
175%.  thecoaftof  Coromandcl,  which  forms  the  eaftem  fide  of 
theifthmus.  Profecu ting  our  courfe  in  a  nortbcn  direAioa 
the  tir^  Englifli  faSory  we  reach  is  that  of  Fort  St. 
David's,  formerly  called  Tegapatan,  (ituated  in  the  lati- 
tude of  eleven  degrees  forty  minutes  north,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Gingi.  It  was,  about  fix-and-cwenty-ycars 
ago  fold  by  a  Mahratta  prince  to  the  Eaft-India  company, 
and,  next  to  Bombay,  is  the  moll  confiderable  fettlement 
we  have  yet  mentioned.  Its  territory  extends  about  eight 
miles  along  the  coaft,  and  half  that  fpace  up  the  country, 
which  is  delightfully  watered  by  a  variety  of  rivers:  the 
foil  is  fertile,  and  the  climate  healthy.  The  fort  isregu-r 
lar,  well  provided  with  cannon,  ammunition,  and  a 
numerous  garrifon,  which  it  the  more  necelTary,  on  account 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French  fettlement  at  Pondi- 
cheiry*.  But  the  chief  fettlement  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany on  this  coaft  is  that  of  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George, 
flanding  farther  to  the  northward,  between  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  degrees  of  latitude,  and  not  a  great  way 
from  the  diamond  mines  of  Gotconda.  It  is  feated  on  a 
flat,  barren,  fcorching  fand,  fo  near  the  fea,  that,  in  bad 
weather,  the  walls  are  endangered  by  the  mighty  furgcs 
rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As  the  foil  is  barren,  the  cli- 
mate is  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  it  would  be  altogether  un- 
inhabitable,were  not  theheat  mitigated  by  the  fea-breefet. 
On  the  land  fide  it  is  defended  by  a  falt-water  river,  which, 
while  ii  contributes  to  the  fecurity  of  the  place,  robs  the 
inhabitants  of  one  great  comfort,  by  obQrufling  the 
springs  of  frelh  water.  The  fort  is  a  regular  fquare,  the 
town  furrounded  with  walls  well  mounted  with  artillery^, 
and  the  place,  including  the  Black  Town,  is  very  popu- 
lous. Madras,  with  feveral  villages  in  the  neighbourhood, 
was  purchafed  of  the  King  of  Golconda,  before  the  Mo- 
gul became  fovereign  of  this  country.  The  governor  of 
this  place  is  not  only  prefident  of  Fori  St.  George,   but 

alfo 
•  The  trade  confiftj  of  long  cloths  of  diftetentcoloura,  f»Uiinpote»,  moitet, 
iimides,  ginghams,  and  rucncooas. 
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alfoofall  the  other  lettJements  on  .the  coafts  of  Malabar    C  AHP, 
and  Coromandel,  as  far  as  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,    He  lives   ,_       '_  y 
in  great  pomp,  havinginferior  judges,  who  pafs  fentence  of       i7j4> 
death  occafionally  on  miiefaflors  of  any   nation,  except 
the  fubjeds  of  Great-Bj'itain.     All  the  company's  affairs 
ate  direfled  by  him  and  his  council,  who  are  inverted  wicli 
the  power  of  infli£ting  corpora]  punilhment,  ftiort  of  life 
and  member,  upon  fuch  Europeans  as  are  in  the  fervice, 
and  difpofe  of  all  places  of  truft  and  profit.     By  virtue  of 
an  nR  palTed    in  the  courfe  of  this  very   felEon,  the  mili- 
tary officers  belonging  to  the  company  werepermitied  to 
hold  courts -martial,  and  punifh  their  foldiers  according 
to  the  degree  of  their  delinquency.     In  a  word,  Madras 
isof  the  utmoA  ioiportanceto  thecompany  for  its  flrcngth, 
wealth,  and  the  great  returns  it   makes  in  callicoes  and 
muQin^.     Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century  the 
£ngli{h  company  had  aflourifhing  factory  at  Mafulipatam, 
itanding  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Nagundi,  which 
fepqrates  the  provinces  of  Golconda  and  Bifnagar,  in  the 
latitude  of  fixteen  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  j  but  now- 
there  is  no    European  fettlement   here,   except  a  Dutch 
failory,  maintained  for  carrying  on  the  chintz  commerce. 
At  Vifigapatam,  fituated  ftill  farther  to  the  northward,  the 
Englifli  polTefs  a  feilory,  regularly  fortified,  on  the  fide 
of  a  river,  which,  however,   a  dangerous  bar  has  rendered 
unfit  for  navigation.     The  adjacent  country  affords  cotton 
cloths,  and  the  bell  flriped  mullins  of-  India.     It  is  chiefly 
for  the  ufe  of   this  fetilement  thai  the  company  maintains 
a  faflory  atGanjam,  the  moft  eaftern  town  In  the  province 
or  kingdom  of  Golconda,  fiiuated  in  a  country  abounding 
with  rice  and  fugar  canes.     Still  farther  to  the  north  coaft, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty-two  degrees,  the  company  main- 
tains a  faflory  at  Balafore,  which  was  formerly  Very  con- 
.  fiderable;    but  hath  been  of  very  little  confequencc  fince 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Hogueiy  was  improved.     At 
this  place  every  European  (hip  bound  for  Bengal  and  the 
Ganges  takes  in  a  pilot.     The  climate  is  not  counted  very 
falubrious  ;  but  the   adjacent  country  is  fruitful  ro  admi- 
ration, and  here  are  confiderable  manufactures  of  cotton 
Vol.  III.  B  b  and 
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BOOK    and  fillc.     Without  ftilful  pilots,  the  Englifh  would  find 

y_,i~  -^  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the_  different  channels  through 
J754-  which  the  river  Ganges  difchargcs  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the 
bctCom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal.  On  the  fouthern  branch  is 
a  town  called  Pipely,  where  there  was  formerly  an  Engliflt 
factory :  but  this  was  removed  to  Huguely^  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  farther  up  the  rivet;  a  place  which,  to-  - 
gether  with  the  com[)any'a  fettlement  at  Calcutu,  were 
the  emporiums  of  their  commerce  for  the  whole  Icingdom 
of  Bengal.  Indeed  Huguely  is  now  abandoned  by  the 
Englifli,  and  their  whole  trade  centres  at  Calcutta  or  Fort 
William,  which  is  a  regular  fortification,  containing  lodg- 
ings for  the  fafiors  and  writers,  ftore-houfes  for  the  com- 
pany's merchandife,  and  magazines  for  their  ammunition. 
As  for  the  governour's  houfe,  which  likewifeftandswithiit 
the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  regular  ftruitures  in  all  India. 
,  Befides  thefe  fettlements  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  penin-  . 
fula,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  Englifli  Eaft- 
India  company  pofTefs  certain  inland  fairies  and  polls  for 
.  the  convenience  and  defenfe  of  their  commerce,  either 
purchafed  of  the  nabobs  and  rajahs,  or  conquered  in  the 
courfeofthewar.  As  the  operations  we  propofe  to  record 
were  confined  to  the  coalls  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel, 
or  the  interior  countries  which  form  the  peninfula  intra 
Gangem,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  defcribe  the  fa£lory  at 
Bcncoolen,  on  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  or  any  lettlemenc 
which  the  Englifli  polTefa  in  other  parts  of  the  Eall- 
Indies. 

§  XIX.  In  order  to  underftand  the  military  tranfa£lion» 
of  the  Englifh  company  in  India,  the  reader  will  take 
notice,  thet  immediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  Monfieur  Dupleix,  who  commanded  for  the  French 
in  that  country,  begaa  by  his  intrigues  to  fow  the  feeds 
of  dilTention  among  the  nabobs,  that  he  might  be  the 
better  able  to  fifh  in  troubled  waters.  Nizam  Almutuck, 
the  Mogul's  viceroy  of  Decan,  having  the  right  of  noroi~ 
nating  a  governor  of  tbf  Carnatick,  now  more  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  appointed 
4  '    Anaverdy 
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Anaverdy  Khan  to  that  olBce,  in  the  year  one  thou  fand    CRAP, 
feven  hundred  and  forty-five.     The  viceroy  dying  was  fuc-    ^  '    . 

ceeded  in  his  viceroyalty,  or  fubafhip,  by  his  fecond  fon  1754. 
Nazirzing,  whom  tlie  Mogul  confirmed.  He  was  oppofed 
in  his  pretenfions  by  his  own  coufin  Muzapherzing,  who 
had  recoutfe  tothe  afliflanceof  M.Dupleix,  and  obtained 
from  him  a  re-enforcement  of  Europeans  and  ariillery,  in 
confideration  of  many  prefents,  and  promifes,  which  he 
ful^lled  in  the  fequel.  Thus  re-cnforccd,  and  joined  by 
one  Chunda  Saib,  an  a^ive  Indian  chief,  he  took  the  field 
againfl:  his  kinfman  Nazirzing,  who  was  fupported  by  a 
body  of  Englifli  troops  under  Colonel  Laurence.  The 
French,  dreading  an  engagement,  retired  in  the  night; 
and  Muzapherzing,  feeing  himfelf  abandoned  by  all  his 
own  troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  coufin,  who 
fpared  his  life,  but  detained  him  as  a  ftate  prifoncr.  In 
this  fituation,  he  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  his  kinfman'a 
life,  with  Nazifzing's  prime  minifter,  and  the  Nabobs  of 
Cadupab  and  Condaneor,  then  in  his  camp ;  and  the  con- 
ipirators  were  encouraged  in  their  fcheme  by  Duplcix  and 
Chunda  Saib,  who  had  retired  to  Pondicherry,  Thus 
Simulated,  they  murthered  Nazirzing  in  his  camp,  and 
proclaimed  Muzapherzing  viceroy  of  Decan.  In  the  tents 
of  the  murthered  viceroy  they  found  an  immenle  treafurc, 
of  which' a  great  fliare  fell  to  M.  Dupleix,  whom  Mu- 
zapherzing the  ufurpcr  at'  this  time  aifociated  in  the  govern- 
ment. By  virtue  of  this  affociation  the  Frenchman 
afllimed  the  ftate  and  formalities  of  an  eaftern  prince  j  and 
he  and  his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda 
Saib  Nabob  of  Arcot.  Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  nabob, 
had  been,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  defeated  and  flain  by  Muzapherzing  and 
Chunda  Saib,  with  the  afliftancc  of  their  French  auxilia- 
ries-, and  his  fon  Mahomed  Ali  Khan  had  put  himfelf 
under  the  protcilion  of  the  Englifti  at  Madras,  and  was 
confirmed  by  Nazirzing,  as  his  father's  fucceflbr  in  the 
nabobfhip  or  government  of  Arcot.  This  government, 
therefore,  was  difputed  between  Mahommed  Ali  Khan, 
B  b  2  appointed 
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BOOK  appointed  by  the  legal  viceroy  Nazirzing,  fupported  by 
'"'  .  the  Englifh  company,  and'  Chunda  Saib,  nominated  by 
1754,  the  ufurper  Muzapherzing,  and  proteded  by  Dupleix, 
who  commanded  at  Pondicheiry.  Muzapherzing  did  not 
long  furvlve  his  ufurpation.  In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  iifty-onc,  the  fame  nabobs  who  had  promoted 
him  (o  his  Icinfman's  place,  thinking  themfelves  ill  rewarded 
for  their  ferviccs,  fell  upon  him  fuddenly,  routed  bis  troops, 
and  put  him  to  death  j  and  next  day  the  chiefs  of  the 
army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother  to  Nazirzing, 
viceroy  of  Dccan  :  on  the  other  hand,  the  Mogul  ap- 
pointed Gauzedy  Khan,  who  was  the  elder  brother  of 
Sallabatzing;  and  this  prince  confirmed  Mahommed  AH 
Khan  in  the  government  of  Arcot :  but  the  affairs  of 
the  Mogul's  court  were  then  in  fuch  confulion,  that  he 
could  not  rpare  an  army  to  fupport  the  nomination  he  had 
made.  Chunda  Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  having  been  dc- 
pofed  by  the  Great  Mogul,  who  placed  Anaverdy  Khan  in 
his  room,  fee  refolved  to  recover  his  government  by  force, 
and  bad  rccourfe  to  the  French  general  at  Pondicherry, 
wbQ  re-enforced  him  with  two  thoufand  fepoys,  or  foldicrs 
ofthe  country,  fixty  cafTrees,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty 
French  troops,  on  condition  that,  if  he  proved  fuccefsful 
in  his  enterprife,  he  fliould  cede  to  the  French  the  town 
of  Velur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry,  with  its 
dependencies,  confining  of  forty-five  villages.  Thus  re- 
enforced,  he  defeated  his  rival  Anaverdy  Khan,  who  loft 
bis  life  in  the  engagement,  re-afliimed  the  government  tA 
ArCot,  and  pun^uatly  performed  the  conditions  which 
had  been  ftipulated  by  his  French  allies. 

§  XX.  Mahommed  AH  Khan,  at  the  death  of  his  fa- 
thcr,  had  fled  to  Tirucbirapalli*,  and  follicited  the  aC- 
fiftance  of  the  EngliOi,  who  favoured  him  with  a  re-enforce- 
ment of  money,  men,  and  ammunition,  under  the  conduA 

of 

,  •  Tiruch'iripalli,commonljcallc[ITrichInopDl)',fi[n»tediie»rtheriTerCi«- 

vcri,  above  two  hundred  miles  lo  the  foulhward  of  Miiirai,  ii  the  tipitil  of» 
fmaJI  Ititigiom  belonging  to  the  goretamenc  0/  Aitot,  and  bounded  oa  tbt 
Mil  by  the  kingdom  of  Tinjote. 
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of  Major  Laurence,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer.  By 
dim  of  this  fupply,  he  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  i 
enemy,  who  were  obliged  to  retreat ;  but  no  decifive  blow 
was  given.  Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in  perfon  to 
Fort  St.  David's,  to  demand  more  powerful  fuccours, 
alledging  thai  his  fate  was  connefted  with  the  intereft  of 
the  Engiifl)  company,  which  in  time  would  be  obliged  to 
abandon  the  whole  coa(t,  Ibould  they  'allow  the  enemy  to 
proceed  in  their  conquefts.  In  confequence  of  thefe  re- 
prefen  tat  ions,  he  recaived  another  ftrong  re- en  fore  dn  en  t, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Cope  j  but  nothing  of  im- 
portance was  attempted,  and  the  EngliOi  auxiliaries  retired. 
Then  Mahommed  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  ob- 
tained a  complete  vidtory  over  him.  Finding  it  impoffible 
to  maintain  his  footing  by  his  own  ftrength,  he  entered 
into  a  clofe  alliance  with  the  Englifh,  and  ceded  to  them 
fome  commercial  points,  which  had  been  long  in  difpute. 
Then  they  detached  Captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli 
in  3  pofture  of  defcnfe  ;  while  Captain  de  Gingins,  a  Swifs 
officer,  marched  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  Europeans  to 
the  nabob's  ajfiftance.  The  two  armies  being  pretty  equal 
in  ftrength,  lay  encamped  in  fight  of  each  other  a  whote 
month  }  during  which  nothing  happened  but  a  few  fkir- 
mifbes,  which  generally  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Engtifh  auxiliaries.  In  order  tomakeadiveifion,  and  di- 
vide the  French  forces,  the  coiApany  refolved  to  fend  a  de- 
tachment into  the  provinceof  Arcot ;  and  this  was  one  of 
the  firft  occafions  upon  which  the  extraordinary  talents  of 
Mr.  Clive  were  difplayed.  He  had  entered  into  the  fer- 
viceof  the  Eaft-lndia  company  as  a  writer,  and  wasconfi- 
dered  as  a  perfon  very  indifierently  qualified  for  fucceeding 
in  any  civil  ftation  of  life.  He  now  offered  his  fervice  in  a 
military  capacity,  and  aftually  began  his  march  to  Arcot, 
at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  ten  Europeans,  with  five 
hundred  fepoys*. 

B  b  3  §  XXI. 

•  ThefepoyiirethtmeiienjiieiDftliecoiiiitiy.who  >k hired »! foifJIen 06- 
cafioBiUjf  by  lU  pailiej. 
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o  o  K,    -    §  XXI.  Such  was  the  refolution,  fecrefy,  and  defpatch 
'     ,   with  which  he  conditdted  this  emerprife,  that  the  enemy 

1754.  knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was  in  pofleffion  of 
the  capital,  which  he  took  without  oppofition.  The  inha- 
bitants, expe^ing  to  be  plundered,  offeTedhim  a  large  Aim 
to  fpate  their  city  j  but  they  derived  their  fecurity  ftgin 
the  gonerofity  and  difcretion  of  the  conqueror.  He  rc- 
fufed  the  proffered  ranfom,  and  ilTued  a  proclamation, 
intimating.  That  thofc  who  were  willing  to  remain  in 
their  houfes  {houlil  be  protected  from  infi/lt  and  injury^ 
and  the  reft  have  leave  to  retire  with  all  their  efFe£)s,  ex- 
cept provifions,  for  which  he  promifed  to  pay  the  full  va- 
lue. By  this  fage  condud  he  conciliated  the  afFeflionsof 
the  people  Co  entirely,  that  even  thofe  who  quitted  the  place 
fupplied  him  with  exa£t  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  de- 
figns,  when  he  was  bedeged  in  the  feqiiel.  The  town  was 
in  a  little  time  inveiled  by  Raja  Saih,  Ton  of  Chunda  Sub, 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  and  the  operations  of  the 
liege  were  conduifled  by  European  engineers.  Though 
their  approaches  were  retarded  by  the  repeated  and  refolute 
Tallies  of  Mr.  Clive,  they  at  length  efFeded  two  breaches, 
fuppofed  to  be  practicable ;  and  on  the  14th  day  of  OSo- 
ber,  inthe  year  1751,  gave  a  general  aflault,  Mr.  Chve, 
having  received  intimation  of  their  defign,  had  made  Aich 
preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they  were  repulfed 
in  every  quarter  with  great  lofs,  and  obliged  to  raife  the 
fiege  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.   ' 

§  XXII.  This  gallant  Engliihman,  not  contented  with 
' .  the  reputation  hehadacquired  from  his  noble  defenfe,  was 
no  fooner  re-enforced  by  a  detachment  under  Captain  Kirk- 
paCrick  from  Trichinopoly,  than  he  marched  inpurfuiiof 
the  enemy,  whom  he  overtook  in  the  plains  of  Aram. 
There,  on  the  third  day  of  December,  he  attacked  them 
with  irrefiftihte  impetuofity ;  and,  after  an  obftinate  dif- 
pute,  obtained  a  complete  victory  at  a  very  fmall  expenfe. 
The  forts ofTimery,  Caujeveram,  and  Aranie,  furrendered 
to  the  terrour  of  his  name,  rather  than  to  the  force  of  hii 
atmsi  and  he  returned  to  Fort  St.  David's  in  triumph.   He 
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had  enjoyed  a  very  few  weeks  of  repofe,  when  he  was  fum-  chap. 
fnoned  to  the  field  by  frefll  incurfions  of  the  enemy.  In  ,  ^  '^^  _ 
the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thoufund  feven  hundred  and  i;r^ 
iifty-two,  he  marched  with  a  fmall  detachment  to  Madras, 
where  he  was  joined  by  a  re  enforcement  from  Bengal,  the 
whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Europeans, 
and  affembled  a  body  of  the  natives,  that  he  might  have  at 
leaft  the  appearance  of  an  army.  With  thefe  he  proceed- 
ed to  Koveripaulc,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Arcot,  where 
he  found  the  French  and  Indians,  confifting  of  fifteen  hun-* 
di^ed  fepoys,  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  a  body  of  natives, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  with  eight  pieces  of 
cannon.  Though  they  were  advantageoufly  polled  and 
entrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  far  advanced,  Mr. 
Clive  advanced  againft  them  with  his  ufual  intrepidity; 
but  the  viflory  remained  for  fome  time  in  fufpenfe.  It  was 
cow  dark,  and  the  battle  doubtful,  when  Mr.  Clive  fent 
round  a  detachment  to  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  French  bat-> 
tery.  This  attack  was  executed  with  great  refolucion, 
while  the  Englifh  in  front  entered  the  entrenchments 
with  their  bayonets  fixed  ;  and,  though  very  little  timflured 
with  dilcipline,  difplayed  the  fpirit  and  adivity  of  hardy 
veterans.  This  double  attack  difconcerted  the  enemy  tn 
fucb  a  manner,  that  they  foon  defifted  from  all  oppofition. 
A  confiderahle  carnage  enfued  ;  yet  the  greater  part  of  the 
enemy,  both  horfe  and  foot,  faved  themfclves  by  flight, 
under  cover  of  the  darknefs.  The  French,  to  a  man, 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelvcs  pri- 
foners  of  war ;  and  all  the  cannon  and  baggagefell  into  the 
hands  of  the  viflor. 

§  XXIII.  The  province  of  Arcot  being  thus  cleared  of 
the  enemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  returned  to  Fort  St, 
David's,  where  he  found  Major  Laurence  juft  arrived  from 
England*,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
the  company's  fervice.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  March 
this  officer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clive,  took  the  field, 
and  was  joined  by  Captain  de  Gingins  at  Tiruchirapalli. 
B  b  4  From 

•  MqOT  Liunacc  hid  Tailed  foi  En^and  Id  the  year  1 7  50. 
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BOOK    From  hence  he  detached   Mr.  Clive,  with  four  hundred 

^  "  •  ^  European  foldiers,  a  few  Mahratta  horfe,  and  a  body  of 
i/St-  fepoys,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  to  Pondicherry.  Iri 
the  courfe  of  this  expedition  he  diAodged  a  ftrcng  body  of 
the  foe  polled  at  Samiaveram,  and  obliged  Chunda  Saib  to 
throw  a  body  of  troops  into  a  ftrong  fortified  temple^  or 
pagoda,  upon  the  river  Kolcroon,  which  was  immediately 
invefted.  The  commanding  officer,  in  attempting  to 
cfcape,  was  flain  with  fome  others,  and  the  reft  furrendered 
atdifcretion.  They  were  flill  in  pofTeflion  of  another  for- 
tified temple,  which  he  alfo  belieged  in  form,  and  reduced 
by  capitulation.  Having  fubducd  thefe  forts,  he  marched 
directly  to  Volcondaj  whither  he  underllood  the  French 
commander  D'Anteuil  had  retired,  He  found  that  officer 
entrenched  in  a  village,  from  whence  he  drove  him  with 
precipitation,  and  made  himfclf  mailer  of  the  French  can- 
non. The  enemy  -attempted  to  fave  themfelvcs  in  a  neigh- 
'  bouring  Jbrt ;  but  the  gates  being  Oiut  againll  them  by  the 
governor,  who  was  apprehenfive  that  they  would  be  follow- 
ed pell-mell  by  the  Englift,  Mr.  Clive  attacked  them 
with  great  fury,  and  made  a  confiderable  {laughter  :  but  his 
humanity  b^ing  Clocked  at  this  carnage,  he  fent  a  flagof 
truce  10  the  vanquilhed,  with  terms  of  capitulation,  which 
they  readily  embraced.  Thefe  articles  imported.  That 
D'Anteuil,  and  three  other  officers,  (hould  remain  prifoners 
on  parole  for  one  year ;  that  the  garrifon  fliould  be  ex- 
changed, and  the  money  and  ftores  be  delivered  to  the  na- 
bob whom  the  Englifli  fupported. 

§  XXIV.  During  thefe  tranfaaions  Chunda  Saib  lay 
encamped  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  at  Syrin- 
ham,  an  ifland  in  ihe  neighbourhood  of  Tiruchirapaili, 
which  he  longed  eagerly  to  poflefs.  Hither  Major  Lau- 
rence marched  with  his  Indian  allies*,  and  took  his  mea- 

fures 

"  HisaimyconfilleilofntclvehundtedEiiiopMnjandTopjflijiobittidioiu, 
two  thoufand  fepoys ;  with  the  force)  of  the  nsbob,  the  Kings  of  Tanjore, 
Mnifladc,  ojid  the  Mahrattasj  amounting  tDlirt»n  hundred  hoi fe  and  ten  thou- 
fand infantry.  TopiiTei  are  defcendanu  from  the  Portuguefe.  The  Mahratta* 
ait  native  tndiani  of  a  very  numeroni  and  powerful  aition,  wMdi  hich  mote 
(hmoDcegtvcli  law  to  the  Mogul. 
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fures  fo  wHI,  that  the  enemy's  provifions  were  entirely  in-  CHAP. 
tercepted.  Chunda  Saib,  in  attempting  to  fly,  was  taken  ( 
prifoner  by  the  Nabob  of  Tanjore,  an  ally  of  the  Englifh 
company,  who  ordered  his  head  to  be  llrucic  otF,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  difputes  which  otherwife  would  have  arlfea 
among  the  captors*.  The  main  body  of  the  army  being 
attacked  by  Major  Laurence,  and  totally  defeated,  the 
ifland  of  Syrinham  was  Cutrendered,  and  about  a  thoufand 
European  French  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Law,  nephew  to  the  famous  Law  who  fchemed  the  Mif- 
jiffippi  company,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors, 
including  thirty  officers,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  - 
ten  mortars.  M,  Dupleix,  though  exceedingly  mortified 
by  this  difaOer,  refolved  to  maintain  the  caufe  which  he 
hadefpoufed.  He  proclaimed  Raja  Sail),  thcfon  of  Chun- 
da  Saib,  nabob  of  Arcot;  and  afterwards  pretended  that 
he  himfelf  had  received  from  the  Mogul  fanids  or  com- 
miflions,  appointing  him  governor  of  all  the  Carnatick, 
from  the  river  ECriflnah  to  the  fea  :  but  tbefc fanids  appear- 
ed in  the  fequel  to  be  forged.  In  order  to  complete  the 
comedy,  a  fuppofed  melTengcr  from  Delhi  was  received  at 
Pondicherry.  as  ambalTador  from  the  Mogul,  Dupleix, 
mounted  on  an  elephant,  preceded  by  mulick  and  dancing 
women,  in  the  oriental  manner,  received  in  publick  his 
commiflian  from  the  hands  of  the  pretented  ambalTador. 
He  afFeiled  the  eaftefn  ftate,  kept  his  darbar  or  court,  where 
ht  appeared  fitting  crofs -legged  on  a  fapha,  and  received 
prelents  as  prince  of  the  country  from  his  own  council,  as 
well  as  from  the  natives.  In  the  mean  time,  hoftilities 
continued  between  the  forces  of  the  two  companies,  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  contending  nabobs.  The  Englifh,  under 
Major  Kinnier,  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  Gin- 
gee,  a  firong  town  ftcuated  to  the  weft  of  Pondicherry. 
Major  Laurence  defeated  a  ftrong  body  of  French  and  na- 
tives, 

•  Chunda  S»ib  demanded  leaTt  of  iht  Tjnjaie  general  to  paft  through  hi« 
^  camp  to  Tanj DIE.  and  this  requell  wu  granted  i  but,  inRi ad  of  being  allowed  Co 
p^,  he  was  detained  ptifoner,  and  ai  the  allies  could  not  agree  about  the  man- 
ner'in  which  he  (hould  be  difpofed  of,   fome  ofthc  Tanjore  oSicciii  of  their 
•wa  accord,  ended  the  difpuce,  brcuttinf  off  bi«  head. 
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tives,  commanded  by  Duplelx's  nephew,  M.  de  Keijean^ 
1  the  neighbourhood  of  PondJ cherry,  and  tookiiitn  prU 
ibner,  together  with  fifteen  officers:, after  thisfucccfs,  Mr. 
Clive  reduced  the  forts  of  Covelong  and  Chengalput,  the 
\a&  very  flrong,  lituated  about  forty  miles  to  the  (outh- 
ward  of  Madras.  On  the  other  hand,  M  Dupleix  inter- 
cepted at  Tea  Captain  Sehaub,  with  his  whole  Swifg  compa- 
1  he  detained  prifoners  at  Pondicherry,  although 


the  two  nations  were  not  at  war  with  each  other. 


Louring 


tbefetranradlions  Saltabatzing,  with  a  body  of  French  un- 
der M.  de  Buffy,  advanced  towards  Aurengabad,  which 
was  the  feat  of  government ;  but  he  was  oppofed  by  a 
ehiefof  the  Mahrattas,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army.  In 
the  mean  time,  Gawzedy  Khan,  the  elder  brother  of  Sal- 
labaizing,  whom  the  Mogul  had  appointed  viceroy  of  De- 
can,  took  pofTeffion  of  his  government  at  Aurengabad, 
where,  in  fourteen  days  after  his  arrival,  he  was  poifoned 
by  his  own  fifter,  The  Mogul  immediately  appointed  his 
ion  Schah  Abadin  Khan  to  fuccced  his  father;  and  (his 
prince  a^ually  raifed  an  army  to  come  and  take  pofTefEon  : 
but  tbe  Mogul's  affairs  requiring  his  prefence  at  Delhi,  he 
was  obliged  to  poftponehisdefign,  fo  that  Sallabatzing  was 
left  without  a  competitor,  and  made  a  prefent  to  the  French 
of  all  the  Englilh  fettlements  to  the  northward.  Thus 
concluded  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
two.  Next  campaign  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  nngb- 
bourhood  of  Trichinopoly,  where  Major  Laurence  made 
feveral  vigorous  attacks  upon  the  enemy's  army,  and  ob- 
tained many  advanUges,  which,  however,  did  not  prove 
decilive,  becaufe  he  was  To  much  out-numbered  that  he 
could  never  follow  his  blow. 

§  XXV.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Mogul  was  de- 
pofed  by  his  general  Schah  Abadin  Khan,  the  viceroy  of 
Decan,  who  raifed  to  the  throne  Allum  Geer,  another 
prince  of  the  blood.  In  the  fucceeding  year,  a  negocia- 
tion  was  fet  on  foot  by  Mr.  Saunders,  governor  of  Ma- 
dras, and  M.  Dupleix,  and  conferences  were  opened  at 
Sadrafs,  a  Dutch  fettlement  between  Pondicherry ;ind  Fore 
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St.  George :  but  this  proved  abortive j  and  many  other  chap. 
gallant  efforts  were  made  by  Major  Laurence  in  the  terri-  ^_  '  . 
tory  of  Trichinopoly,  which  ftili  continued  to  be  the  fcene  1754. 
of  adion.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral  Watfon  ar- 
rived on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  with  a  fquadron  of  fhips 
of  vrar,  having  on  board  a  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Aldercroon  :  at  the  fame  time  the  (hips  from  France 
brought  over  to  Pondicherry  the  Sieur  Godeheu,  com- 
.iriifTary  general  and  govern  or- general  of  all  their  fettle- 
menCs,  at  whofe  arrival  Dupleix  departed  for'Europe.  The 
new  governor  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr,  Saunders, 
profelling  the  moft  pacifick  inclinations,  and  propofing  x 
fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the  two  companies,  until  their 
difputes  could  be  amicably  adjufted.  This  propofal  was 
very  agreeable  to  the  governor  and  council  at  Madras,  and 
a  ceflation  of  nrms  a3ually  took  place  in  the  month  of 
0£h)ber,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four.  Deputies  being  fent  to  Pondicherry,  a  provifional 
treaty  and  truce  were  concluded,  on  condition  that  neither 
of  the  two  companies  fhoutd  for  the  future  interfere  in 
any  difference  that  might  rife  between  the  princes  of  the 
country.  The  other  articles  related  to  the  places  and  fet- 
tlements  that  fhould  be  retained  or  pofTefled  by  the  re- 
fpedlive  companies,  until  frefli  orders  relating  to  this 
agreement  (hould  arrive  from  the  courts  of  London  and 
Verfailles,  tranfmitted  by  the  two  Eaft-India  companies 
of  France  and  England.  Until  fuch  orders  fhould  arrive, 
it  was  ftrpulated  that  neither  nation  fhould  be  allowed  to. 
procure  any  new  grant  or  celBon,  or  to  build  forts  for  the 
defenfeofnew  edablifhments ;  and  that  they  (hduld  not- 
proceed  to  any  cellion,  retroceffion,  or  evacuation  of 
what  they  then  pofTefTed  ;  but  every  thing  fhould  remain 
on  the  footing  of  uti  fojfidttis.  How  pacificlc  foever  the 
fentiments  of  the  French  fubje£ts  might  have  been  at  this 
period  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  certain  it  is,  the  defigns  of  the 
French  governors  in  America  were  altogether  hoftile,  and 
their  conduct  balVening  towards  a  rupture,  which  kindled 
up  a  bloody  war  in  every  divifion  of  the  globe. 

'  ^  §XXVL 
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§  XXVI.  As  this  war  may  be  termed  a  native  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  principal  fcenes  of  it  were  a^ed  on  that  con- 
tinent, wc  Iha]],  for  the  information  of  the  reader,  fketch 
out  the  fituation  of  the  then  BrliiAi  colonies  aa  they  border- 
ed on  each  other,  and  extended  along  the  fea-coait,  from 
the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence  as  far  fouth  as  the  country 
of  Florida.  We  fliall  enumerate  the  Indian  nations  that 
lie  fcattcTcd  about  their  confines,  and  delineate  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  French  hemmed  them  in  by  a  furpri/ing 
line  of  forlificaiions.  Should  we  comprehend  Hudfon's- 
Bay,  with  the  adjacent  countries,  and  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, in  this  geographical  detail,  we  might  aSrm 
that  Great-Britain  at  that  time  poflelTed  a  territory  along 
the  fea-coan,  extending  feventeen  hundred  miles  in  a  dinSt 
line,  from  the  fixtieth  to  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  northern 
latitude  :  but  as  thefe  two  countries  were  not  concerned 
in  this  difpute;  we  Ihall  advance  from  the  northward  to  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence  ;  and  beginning 
with  Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia,  defcribe  our  fettlements,  as 
they  lie  in  a  foutherly  diredlion,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Flo- 
rida. This  great  tradl  of  country,  llretching  fifteen  degrees 
of  latitude,  is  walhed  on  the  eafl  by  the  Attantick  ocean  : 
the  fouthern  boundary  is  Spanifh  Florida ;  but  to  the  weft- 
ward  the  limits  are  uncertain,  fome  affirming  that  the  ja- 
iifdi£tion  of  the  colonies  penetrates  through  the  whole  con- 
tinent, as  far  as  the  South-Sea  ;  while  others,  with  more 
moderation,  think  they  are  naturally  bounded  by  the  river 
Ulionois  that  runs  into  the  MiSfEppl,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
ne£ls  that  river  with  the  chain  of  lakes  known  by  the 
names  of  Michigan,  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario,  the  three 
firft  communicating  with  each  other,  and  the  lafl  dif- 
chargingitlelf  into  the  river  St.  Laurence,  which  running 
by  Montreal  and  Quebeck  ifTues  into  the  bay  of  the  fame 
denominadon,  forming  the  northern  boundary  of  Nora- 
Scotia.  The  French,  who  had  no  legal  claim  to  any 
lands  on  the  fouih  fide  of  this  river,  neverthclefs,  with  an 
infolenceof  ambition  peculiar  to  themfelves,  not  only  cx- 
Unded  theii  foils  from  the  fourcc  of  the  St.  Laurence, 
through 
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tlirough  an  immenfe  traft  of  country,  as  far  aa  the  Mif-  chap. 
iiffippi,  which  difembogucs  ilfelf  into  thegulf  of  Florida;  ^  '  j 
but  alfo,  by  a  (cries  of  unparalleled  encroachments,  endea-  17:4. 
voured  to  contra^  the  £nglifh  colonies  within  fuch  nar- 
row limits  as  would  have  cut  ofF  almoll  one  half  of  their 
poiTeffions.  As  we  have  already  given  a  geographical  de- 
fcription  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  mentioned  the  particulars  of 
the  new  fettlement  of  Halif;uc,  we  Qiall  now  only  obfervc, 
that  it  is  furrounded  on  three  lides  by  the  fea,  the  gulf,  and 
river  of  St.  Laurence;  that  its  original  boundary  to  the 
weft  was  the  river  Pentagoct;  but  it  is  now  contra^ ed 
within  the  river  St.  Croix,'  becaufe  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain  did,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
thrte,  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  the  territory  of  Sagada- 
hack,  Qretching  from  St.  Croix  to  the  river  of  this  name  j 
which  was  in  tbe  fctjuel,  by  an  exprefs  charter  from  the 
crown,  annexed  to  the  province  of  Mallachufetc's-3ay, 
one  of  the  four  governments  of  New-England.  This 
country,  lituated  next  to  Nova-Scotia,,  lies  between  the 
forty-firft  and  forty-iifth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  extend- 
ing near  three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred in  breadth,  if  we  bound  it  by  thofe  tracts  which  the 
French  pofleffed  :  nopart  of  the  fettlements  of  this  country, 
however,  ftretches  above  fixty  miles  from  the  fea.  The 
fummer  is  here  intenfely  hot,  and  the  winter  proportion- 
ably  fcvere:  neverthelefs,  the  climate  is  healthy,  and  the 
Iky  generally  ferene, '  The  foil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of 
the  European  kinds  of  grain ;  but  produces  great  plenty  of 
maiz,  which  the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into 
beer,  though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  mclalTes  hop- 
ped, and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of  thefpruce-fir,  which 
is  a  native  of  this  country.  The  ground  raifes  good  flax 
and  tolerable  hemp.  Here  are  great  hefds  of  black  cattle, 
fome  of  them  very  large  in  fize,  a  vaft  number  of  excellent 
hogs,  a  breed  of  fmallhorfes,  graceful,  fwift,  and  hardy; 
and  large  flocks  of  (heep,  whofewool,  though  not  fo  fine 
as  that  of  England,  is  manufaflurcd  wjth  great  fuccefs. 

§  XXVII. 
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§  XXVK.  New-England  is  compofcd  of  the  four  pro- 

,  Ti'ticesknownby thenamesof New-Hamp(hirc,  Maflachu- 
fett's-Bay,  Rhodc-Iflatid,  ind  Conncfticut.  It  is  bound- 
ed on  the  fouth  by  New-Yoric,  extending  northerly,  ,on 
both  lides  of  the  river  Hudfon,  about  two  hundred  miles 
into  the  country  poflefled  by  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, whom  the  French  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of  the 
Irroquois;  but  in  breadth  this  province  does  not  exceed 
fifty  miles,  though  it  comprehends  Long-Ifland,  lying  to 
thefouthward  of  Connecticut.  The  capital,  which  derives 
from  the  province  the  name  of  New- York,  is  fituated  on 
an  excellent  harbour  in  the  ifland  of  Manahatton,  extend- 
ing fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  noble  river  Hudfon,  which  is  navigable  for 
above  two  hundred  miles.  At  thedidanceof  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  New-York  ftands  the  town  of  Albanr, 
tipon  the  fame  river.  In  thiB  place  all  the  treaties  and 
other  tranfadions  are  negociated  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Irroquois,  a  confederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  who, 
by  their  union,  courage,  and  military  (kill,  had  reduced  a 
great  number  of  other  Indian  tribes,  and  fubdued  a  terri- 
tory more  extenfive  than  the  whole  kingdom   of  France. 

'  They  were  about  fourfcore  years  ago  able  to  bring  ten 
thoufand  warriors  into  the  field  ;  but  now  their  number  is  fo 
greatly  diminiflicd  by  wars,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  the  ufc 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  that  they  cannot  raife  above  fifteen 
hundred  men,  even  though  they  have  admitted  into  their 
confederacy  the  nation  of  the  Tufcaroras,  whom  the  Eng- 
lifli  drove  from  the  confines  of  Carolina.  The  Mohok 
Indians  inhabit  the  country  advanced  from  Albany.  The 
northern  extremities  of  New- Ham  p(h  ire  and  New-Yorkarc 
divided  by  the  lakes  Champlain  and  Sacrament,  between 
which  the  French  had  raifed  the  fort  of  Crown-Point. 

§  XXVIIl.  Contiguous  to  New- York,  and  lying  along 
the  coaft,  in  a  foutherly  direflion,  is  the  fmaJl  province  of 
New-Jcrfey,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  river  Delaware, 
which  divides  it  from  Pcnnfylvania,  extending  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  but  in  breadth  not 
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more  than  one  third  part  of  that  extent  The  climate,  foil, 
and  produce  of  thefe  two  provinces,  as  well  as  of  Penn-  , 
fjilvania,  are  fimilar.  They, yield  great  quantities  of  grain, 
fheepihorfes,  hogs,  and  horned  cattle;  all  kinds  of  poul- 
try  and  game  in  great  abundance ;  vegetables  of  every 
fort  in  perfe^ion,  and  excellent  fruit,  particularly  peaches 
and  melons.  Their  vaR  forells  abound  with  oak,  afh, 
beech,  chefnut,  cedar,  walnut-tree,  cyprefs,  hickery,  fafla- 
fras,  and  pine  ;  but  the  timber  is  not  counted  fo  fit  for 
(hipping  as  that  of  New-England  and  Nova-Scotia.  Thefc 
provinces  produce  great  quantities  of  flax  and  hemp, 
Ne«r- York  affords  mines  of  iron,- and  very  rich  copper 
ore  is  found  in  New-Jerfey. 

§  XXIX,  Pennfylvania,lyingto  the  fouthward  of  New- 
York  and  New-Jerfey,  is  bounded  on  the  other  fide  by 
Maryland,  Aretching  two  hundred  and  Hfty  miles  in  length, 
two  hundred  in  breadth,  and  having  no  communication 
with  the  fea,  except  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware. 
This  province  was  originalJy  fettled  by  quakers,  under  the 
'  aufpices  of  the  celebrated  William  Penn,  whofe  defcen- 
dants  arc  ftill  proprietaries  of  the  country.  Philadel- 
phia, the  capital,  ftands  on  3  tongue  of  land,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  two  navigable  rivers,  the  Delaware  and  the 
Schulkel,  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  regular  oblong,  and 
defigned.by  the  original  plan  to  extend  from  the  one  to 
the  other.  The  ftreets,  which  are  broad,  fpacious,  and 
uniform,  crofs  each  other  at  right  angles,  leaving  proper 
fpaces  for  churches,  markets,  and  other  publick  edifices. 
The  houfes  are  neatly  built  of  brick,  the  quays  fpacious 
and  magni6cent,  the  warehoufes  large  and  numerous,  and 
the  docks  commodious  and  weH  contrived  for  fhip-'building. 
Fennfytvania  is  underflood  to  extend  as  far  northerly  as 
the  banks  of  the  lake  Erie,  where  the  French  erefled  a  fort. 
Tbey  ajfo  raifed  another  at  fome  diftance  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  Riviere-au-Beuf,  and  made  other  encroach- 
ments on  this  colony. 

§  XXX.  Adjoining  to  part  of  Pcnnfylvania,  on  the  fea 
coafl,  lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a  trail  of  land  fituated 
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BOOK  along  the  bay  of  Chcfapealc,  in  length  about  one  hundred 
y_  '.  1  and  forty  miles,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  breadth,  bounded 
1754.'  on  the  north  by  Pennfylvania,  on  theeadby  the  Atlantick 
ocean,  and  by  the  riv^r  Potowmack  on  the  fouih.  This 
country  was  firft  planted  with  Roman  cathoticks  by  Lord 
Baltimore,  to  whom  Charles  IT,  granted  it  by  patent.  In 
the  fequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were  admitted 
into  this  fettlement,  and  indulged  with  liberty  of  confcience, 
andatprefcnt  the  rcigniDg  religion  is  that  of  the  EngliDi 
church.  The  climate  is  very  fuhry  in  fummer,  and  not 
very  falubrious.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  produces  a  great 
quantity  of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate  as  their 
Jlaple  commodity.  The  feat  of  government  is  eftablifhed 
at  Annapolis,  a  imall  town  beautiful^  fituated  on  the  river 
Patuxent. 

§  XXXI.  Tracing  the  fea-coall  fiill  foutherly,  the  next 
Settlement  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north  by  the  river 
Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary  between  this  and  the 
colony  lall  defcribed,  having  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  to  the 
eaft,  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  Carolina,  and  extending 
weftward  without  any  prefcribed  limits,  though  the  planta- 
tions have  reached  no  farthfr  than  the  great  Allegany 
mountains  ;  fo  that  the  province,  as  now  poffefled,  Ilretches 
in  length  about  two  hundred  and  fori^y  miles,  and  in  breadth 
not  above  two  hundred,  lyinj;  between  the  fifty-fifth  and 
fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.  In  failing  to  Virginia,  naviga- 
tors fleer  through  aftraight  formed  by  two  points,  called 
the  Capes,  into  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  a  large  inlet  that  , 
luns  three  hundred  miles  into  the  country  from  fouth  to 
north,  covered  from  the  Atlantick  ocean  by  the  eaftein 
lide  of  Maryland,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  Virginia  on  the 
fatne  pefiinfula.  This  noble  bay  is  about  eighteen  miles 
broad  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  fcven  at  its.narrowcft 
part,  yielding  generally  nine  fathoms  depth  of  water  ;  on 
both  fides  it  receives  many  navigable  rivers,  thofe  on  the 
Virginia  fide  being  known  by  thenames  of  James-river, 
York-river,  the  Rappahannock,  and  Potowmack.  This 
coDiitry,efpecially  towards  thefca,  lies  vei'ylowand  fwampy, 
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ind  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile.  Tbc  air  and  weather 
are  variable,  the  heats  of  fummer  excelHve,  the  frofts  of  ^ 
winter  fudden,  and  intenfcly  cold  ;  fo  that,  upoii  thfe  whole, 
the  chmate  is  neither  very  agreeahle  nor  healthy^  the  peO-. 
pie  heing  particularly  fubjc^  to  agues  and  pleuretjcif  dif^ 
orders.  The  province  abounds  with  vaft  forcfls  of  timber: 
the  plains  are  covered  with  a  furprifingluxuriancy  bfve- 
getablef,  flowers,  and  flowering  fhrubs,  difFufing  the  tnoit 
delicious  fragrance.  The  ground  yields  plenty  of  corn, 
and  every  fort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and  perfedion^ 
Horned  cattle  and  hogs  have  here  multiplied  to  admiration 
fince  they  were  firft  imported  from  Europe.  The  animaUj 
jiativesof  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  are  deer, 
panthers  or  tigers,  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  fquirrels,  racoons, 
and  creatures  called  opafTums,  with  an  infinite  variety  of 
beautiful  birds,  and  a  diverfity  of  ferpcnts,  among  which 
the  rattlefnakc  is  the  mofl:  remarkable. 

§  XXXII.  Virginia  is  bounded  to  the  fouth  by  the  two 
Carolinas,  fituated  between  the  forty-ftxih  and  thirty^ 
firft  degrees  of  latitude ;  the  length  amounting  to  upwards 
of  four  hundred  miles,  and  the  breadth  extending  near 
three  hundred,  as  far  as  the  Indian  nations  called  the  Ca> ' 
tawba's,  the  Creeks,  and  Cherokces.  The  country  of 
Carolina  is  divided  into  two  governments,  of  which  the 
mod  northern  is  the  moft  inconfiderable.  The  climate  in 
both  is  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  foil :  the  firft  is  warm, 
though  not  unhealthy ;  the  laft  extremely  fertile,  yielding 
every  thing  in  plenty  which  is  produced  in  Vitginia,  be- 
fides  abundance  of  excellent  oranges,  and  fome  commodi- 
'  ties  which  are  not  found  Co  the  northward.  North-Caio- 
Jina,  though  not  fo  opulent,  is  more  populous  than  the 
Southern  part.  The  colonics  of  North-Carolina  carry  on 
a  confiderable  traffick  in  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  ftaves, 
Aiingles,  lumber,  corn,  peas,  pork,  and  beef,  tobacco, 
dei:r<fkins,  indigo,  wheat,  rice,  bees-wax,  tallow,  bacon, 
and  hog's  lard,  cotton,  and  fquared  timber,  live  caide, 
with  the  (kins  of  beaver,  racoon,  fox,  minx,  wild  cat,  and 
otter.  South-Carolina  is  much  better  cultivated;  th« 
Vol.  III.  C  c  people 
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**^0K    people  are  more  civitired,  and  the  commerce  more  impor- 
1^       '     .  tant.     The  capita]  of  this  province,  called  Charles-Town, 
1754.      is  finely  lltuated  at  the  confluence  of  two  navigable  rivers, 
having  the   advantage  of  a  commodious  harbour.      Their 
trade,   exclufive  of  the  articles  we  have  already  mentioned 
'    «5  common  to  this  government  and  that  of  North-Caro- 
lina, confills  of  two  chief  ftaple  commodities,  rice  and  in- 
digo,  which   they  cultivate  with  great  fuccefg;  and  they 
have  likewife  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  culture  of  fillc. 

§  XXXIII.  The  moft  fouthern  of  all  our fettlements 
on  this  coaft  is  Georgia,  extending  about  fixty  miles  from 
north  to  fouth,  along  the  iea-lhoroj  but  widening  in  the 
inland  parts  to  above  orc  hu;idred  and  fifty,  and  ftretching 
ahnoit  three  hundred  from  the  fea  to  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains. This  country  differs  very  little  from  that  of  South- 
Carolina,  with  which  it  bordersj  yet  the  furamer  is  here 
more  hot,  and  the  foil  not  fo  fertile^  Savannah,  the  capi- 
tal, Hands  commodioully  for  trade,  about  ten  miles  from 
the  fea,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  navigable  with  large 
boats  two  hundred  miles  farther  up  to  the  fecond  town, 
called  Augufta,  a  place  chat  flourishes  by  the  Indian  trade 
of  (kins,  which  the  inhabitants  carry  on  with  their  neigh- 
botjrs  the  Creeks,  the  Chictefaws,  and  the  Cherokees, 
whoare  the  moft  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  America.  . 
Georgia  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  hy  the  river  Attamaha,  at 
no  great  diftance  from  the  Spanifh  fort  of  St.  Augufttn. 

§  XXXIV,  Having  thus  exhibited  a  fuccin^view  of  the 
Briiifli  colonies  in  North-America,  for  the  information  of 
the  reader,  we  Ihall  nowrefume  (he  thread  of  ourhiftory, 
and  particularifc  the  tranfadions  by  which  the  preientyear 
was  diltinguifhed  on  this  exteniive  continent.  The  go- 
'  vernment  of  England  having  received  nothing  buf  evafive 
anfwers  from  the  court  of  France,  touching  the  complaints 
that  were  made  of  the  encroachments  in  America,  defpatched 
■orders  to  all  the  governors  of  that  country  to  repel  force  by 
force,  and  drive  the  French  from  their  fettlements  on  the 
river  Ohio.  Accordirigly,  the  provinces  of  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvania  took  this  important  affair  into  their  confider- 
I  ationj 
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ation;  but,  while  they  deliberated,  the  French  vigoroudy     CHAP, 
profecuted  their  defigns  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  'j 

They  furprifed  Logs-town,    which  ^the    Virginians  had       >7S4' 
built  upon  the   Ohioj    made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 

Block-houfe  and  Truck-houfe,  where  they  found  (kins 
and  other  commodicics  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  and  deftroyed  all  the  BritiQi  traders,  except  two 
who  found  means  to  efcape.  At  the  fame  time,  M>  de 
Contreccsur,  with  a  thoufand  men,  and  eighteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  Venango,  a 
fort  they  had  ralfed  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  reduced 
by  furprife  a  Britifli  fort  Which  the  Virginians  had  built 
on  the  forks  of  the  Monangahela,  that  runs  into  the  fame 
river. 

§  XXXV.  Thefe  hoftilities  were  followed  by  divefs 
fkirmifties  between  the  people  of  the  two  nations,  which 
were  fought  with  various  fuccefs.  At  length  the  gover- 
nors of  the  tnglifti  fettiements  received  orders  from  En- 
gland to  form  a  political  confederacy,  for  their  mutual 
defenfe:  and  the  governor  of  New- York  was  directed  to 
confer  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  with  a  view  to 
detach  them  from  the  French  interefl:  by  dint  of  promlfes 
and  prefents  of  value,  fent  over  for  that  purpofe.  Acon- 
grefs  was  accordingly  appointed  at  Albany,  to  which 
place  the  governor  of  New- York  repaired,  accompanied 
by commiffioners  from  all  the  bther  Britifh  fettiements: 
buta  very  fmall  number  of  Indians  arrived,  and  even  thefe 
feemed  to  be  indifferent  to  the  advances  and  exhortations 
that  were  made  by  the  Englilh  orator.  The  truth  is,  the 
French  had  artfully  weaned  them  from  their  attachment  to 
the  fubjeiis  of  Great-Britain.  Neverthelefs,  they  accept-  , 
ed  the  prefents,  renewed  their  treaties  with  the  King  of 
England,  and  even  demanded  his  affiftance  in  driving  the 
Prench  from  the  pofts  and  poflelSons  they  had  ufurped 
within  the  Indian  territories.  It  was  in  confequence  of 
the  meafures  here  taken,  that  Colonel  Wafliington  was  de- 
tached from  Virginia  with  four  hundred  men,  and  occu- 
pied a  poft  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio,  where  he, 
C   c  2  threw 
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BOOK    threw  up  fome  works,  and  ercded  a  kind  of  occafionsl 
1^       '    f  fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  bimfelf  in  that  fitu- 
17544      ation,  until  he  Qiould  be  joined  by  a  re-enforcement  from 
New- York,  which,  however,  did  not  arrive, 

§  XXXVI.  While  he  remained  in  this  fituation,  De 
Viller,  a  French  commander,  at  the  head  of  nine  hun- 
dred men,  bring  on  his  march  to  diflodge  Wafhington, 
detached  one  Jamonville,  an  inferior  officer,  with  a  fmall 
party,  and  a  formal  liimmons  to  Colonel  Washington, 
requiring  him  to  quit  the  fort,  which  he  pretended  was 
built  on  ground  belonging  to  the  French,  or  theli  allies. . 
So  little  regard  was  paid  to  this  intimation,  that  the  £ng- 
lilh  fell  upon  this  party,  and,  as  the  French  affirm, 
without  the  leaft  provocation,  either  flew  or  took  the  whole 
detachment.  De  Viller,  incenfed  at  thefe  unprovoked 
hoflilities,  marched  up  to  the  attack,  which  Waflijngton 
for  fome  timcfuftained  under  manifold  di  fad  vantages.  At 
length,  however,  he  furrendered  the  fort  upon  capitulation, 
for  the  performance  of  which  he  left  two  officers  as  hoAages 
in  the  hands  of  the  French  j  and  in  his  retreat  was  terri- 
bly harrafled  by  the  Indians,  who  plundered  his  baggage, 
and  malTacred  his  people.  This  event  was  no  fooner 
known  in  England,  than  the  Britifh  ambalTador  at  Paris 
received  direSions  to  complain  of  it  to  the  French  minj- 
firy,  as  an  open  violatioa  of  the  peace  j  but  this  repre- 
sentation had  no  cffeU, 

^  XXXVII.  Both  nations  by  this  time  forefawthata 
Tupture  would  be  inevitable,  and  each  refolved  to  make 
fuitable  preparations.  France  continued  to  fend  re-en- 
forcements  of  men,  and  fupplies  of  ammunition  to  Que- 
beck,  for  the  profecution  of  her  ambitious  projefis;  and 
thcminiftry  of  Great -Britain  tranfmitted  falutary  cautions 
to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  in  North- America,  ex-- 
horting  them  to  join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  thein- 
curfions  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  union  as  feemed  nccef- 
fary  for  their  common  prcfervation  was  not  eafily  cfFe£ted. 
The  different  colonics  were  divided  by  different  views  and 
interefts,  both  religioua  and  political :  bcfidesj  every  let- 
tlement 
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^cment  was  diftrafied  into  factions,  foitned  by  the  gover- 
nor and  the  demagogues  of  the  aflembly :  in  other  words,  , 
an  oppofition  liltc  that  in  parliament,  and  a  continual 
ftruggle  between  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prero- 
gative of  the  proprietor,  whether  fovereign  or  fubjeft. 
Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor  of  Virginia,  having  demanded 
a  certain  perquifite  or  fee  for  every  patent  he  Ihould  pafs 
for  land,  the  aflembly  V9ted  bis  demand  illegal,  arbitrary, 
and  oppreffive.  They  declared,  that  every  man  who  paid 
it  fhould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  fent 
over  an  agent  to  London,  to  follicit  the  fupprelEon  of  thia 
impolition.  Tbereprefentativesof  the  people  in  Pennfyl- 
vania  walled  the  time  in  vain  deliberations  and  violent  dif- 
putes  with  their  proprictariet,  while  the  enemy  infefted 
their  frontiers.  The  colony  of  New-York  was  filled  with 
difcontent  and  animolity.  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn,  who  had 
been  appointed  governor  of  this  province,  died  immediately 
aftCT  his  arrival  at  New-York,  and  the  tnilruftions  he  had 
received  were  eicpofed  to  publick  cenfure.  The  preamble 
inveighed  feverely  againft  the  want  of  duty,  allegiance, 
loyalty,  and  unanimity  which  had  lately  appeared  fa 
notorious  in  the  alTembly  of  that  province,  who  had  vio- 
lated the  royal  commiSon  and  innru£tions,  by  affuming 
to  themfelves  the  power  to  difpofe  of  publick  money  in  the 
laws  which  they  had  occafionally  pafled.  This  gentle- 
man was,  therefore,  directed  to  infifl  upon  the  Teformation 
of  all  thofe  pubHck  abufes,  and  upon  the  efiablilhment  cf 
a  certain  fupply  for  the  fervice.of  the  government,  as  well 
as  upon  the  fettlement  of  a  falary  for  himfelf.  Moreover, 
his  Majefty,  in  thefe  inftrufljons,  fignified  his  will  and 
pleafure.  That  all  money  raifed  for  the  fupply  and  fupport 
of  government,  or  upon  any  emergency  for  immediate 
fervice,  fltould  be  difpofed  of  and  ap^^ied  properly  to  the 
life  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by  warrant  from  the 
governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of-  the  coun- 
cil of  the  province,  and  no  otherwife :  That,  nevertbe- 
lefs,  the  aflembly  fhould  be  permit^,  from  time  to  time, 
to  vi^w  and  examine  the  Accounts  of  money  difpofed  of,  by 
C  c  3  virtue 
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BOOft  virtue  of  laws  which  they  had  enacted:  That  if  any 
*'**  memberof  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  truft  or 
'754-  profit  within  the  government,  ftiould,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  give  his  aflent  to,  or  in  any  wife  advifeor  con- 
cur with  the  afiembly  in  pafling  any  ad  or  vote,  whereby 
the  royal  prerogative  might  be  leffened  or  impaired,  or  any 
money  be  raifed  or  difpofed  of  for  the  publick  fervicc,  con- 
trary to  or  inconfiftcnt  with  the  method  prefcribed  by 
thefe  inftruflions,  the  governor  dould  forthwith  remove 
or  fufpend  fiich  counfellor  or  officer  fo  offending,  and  give 
an  immediate  account  of  his  proceedings  to  the  commiflion- 
ers  of  trade  and  plantations.  Thefe  were  peremptory  in- 
jun;5tions,  which  plainly  proved  that,  the  miniflry  wasde- 
termined  to  fupport  the  prerogative  with  a  high  hand; 
but  it  muft  be  owned,  at  the  fame  time,  that  abundance  of 
provocation  had  been  given,  by  the  infolent  oppofition  of 
fome  turbulent  individuals,  who  had  exerted  al!  their  in' 
fiutnce  in  difturbing  and  diftreffing  the  views  and  defigns 
pf  the  government.  While- the  Britifh  colonics  in  Ame- 
rica were,  by  thefe  divifions,  in  a  great  m eafu re  di fabled 
from  making  vigorous  efforts  againfl  the  common  enemy, 
the  adminiftration  at  home  began  to  exert  Itfelf  for  their 
defcnfe.  Officers  were  appointed  for  two  regiments,  con- 
filling  of  two  battalions  each,  to  be  raifed  in  America) 
and  commanded  by  Sir  William  Pepperel  and  Governor 
Shirley,  who  had  enjoyed  the  fame  command  in  the  lall 
war ;  and  a  body  of  troops  was  dcftined  for  the  fame  fer- 
vice. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  moft  remarkable  incident  that  mark- 
ed this  year  on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  the  convcr- 
fion  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Heflc  CafTel,  who  had 
efpoufed  the  Princefs  Mary  of  England.  He  now  de- 
clared himfelf  a  Roman  Catholick,  and  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  cajoled  to  this  profefBon  by  the  promifes  of  cer- 
tain powers,  who  flattered  his  ambition,  in  order  to  weak- 
en the  proteftant  interefl  in  Germany.  His  father, 
though  deeply  affefled  by  his  fon's  apoflacy,  did  not  fail  to 
take  immediate  meafures  for  preventing  the  evil  ccnfcquences 
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which  might  othcrwife  have  flowed  from  his  defeclio 
He  forthwith  aflembkd  the  ftates  of  the  landgraviatc, 
<»dcr  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  might  appear  necefiary  to 
maintain  the  religion.  Taws,  and  conltitution  of  the  coun- 
try; and  the  'prince  was  laid  under  certain  rellridlions, 
which  he  did  not  find  it  an  eafy  tafk  to  fet-afide.  It  was 
cna£ted,  that  when  the  regency  {bould  devolve  to  him  by 
fuccefiion  he  fliould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  alter  the 
edabliflied  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to  perfons  of  the 
Roman  communion,  for  the  publicic  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligion i  and  that  he  (bould  be  excluded  from  all  fliare  in 
the  education  of  his  fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom  fliould  be 
put  in  poffeffion  of  the  country  of  Hanau  upon  his  father's 
tacceflion  to  the  regency  of  the  landgraviatc.  Thefc  rcfo- 
lutions  were  guarantied  by  the  Kings  of  Pruffia  and  Den- 
mark, by  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Evangeliclt  Body 
of  the  empire. 

§  XXXIX.  The  exile  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  far 
from  having  intimidated  the  othertribunals  from  perform- 
ing what  they  apprehended  to  be  tlieir  duty,  ferved  only 
to  inflame  the  difcontents  of  the  people,  and  to  animate 
all  the  cAurts  of  juflice  to  a  full  exertion  of  their  authority. 
The  chatelet  continued  to  profecute  ihofe  priefts  who  re- 
fufed  the  facrament  to  perfons  whofe  confciences  would 
not  allow  them  to  fuhfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even 
after  three  of  their  members  were  fen  t  to  the  Baftile.  The 
fameprofccutiorts  were  carried  on,  and  bold  rem  on  ft  ran  cea 
published  by  the  parliaments  of  Aix  and  Rouen.  Ina 
word,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled  with  fuchconfufion 
as  threatened  a  tolal  fupf)reffion  of  juftice,  in  a  genei^l 
fpirit  of  difaffedlion,  and  univerfal  anarchv.  The  pre- 
lates, meanwhile,  feemed  to  triumph  in  tbe  combuJlion 
they  had  railed.  They  entered  into  aJTociations  to  fupport 
each  other:  they  intrigued  at  court,  and  harralTed  the 
King  with-infolent  declarations,  till  he  grew  tired  of  their 
proceedings,  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  fatal  confequences 
of  their  pride  and  obftinacy.  He  even  took  an  opportunity 
of  exhorting  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  to  a^  more  fuitably 
C  c  +  to 
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BOOK     the  chara^er  of  aclergyman.     He  recalled  the  parliament  - 

^^ .  '  ;_j  from  exile,  and  they  returned  in  triumph,  amidft  the  ac> 
17541  '  clamations  of  the  people,  who  celebrated  their  arrival  at 
Paris  with  the  molt  extravagant  demonftrations  of  joy ; 
and  the  archbiOiop,  notwith  Handing  the  King's  exprefs 
/  declaration  to  the  contrary,  ftill  perfifting  in  countenan- 
cing the  recufant  priefts,  was  banifhed  to  Gonfl^ns-fous- 
Charenton. 

§  XL.  InSpain  the  intereftof  Great-Britain  was  fo  warm- 
ly efpoufed,  and  fo  powerfully  fupported  by  Mr.  Wall, 
who  had  been  refidenc  in  England,  that  the  French  party, 
though  countenanced  by  the  Queen -mother,  and  fudained 
with  all  (he  influence  of  the  Marquis  de  ia  Enfenacla,the 
prime  minifler,  was  totally  defeated.  The  King  being 
convinced  that  it  would  be  for  the  interell  of  his  fubjeds 
to  live  on  good  terms  with  England,  and  well  apprifcd  of 
Enfenada's  intrigues,  ordered  that  minifter  to  be  arreted 
itnd  confined,  and  bellowed  upon  Mr.  Wall  the  heft  part 
of  his  employments.  Neverthelefs,  the  Spaniards  in  tbQ 
Weft-Indies  continued  to  opprefs  the  fubjedls  of  Great- 
Britain  employed  in  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Hondu- 
ras j  find  reprefentationson  this  head  being  made  to  the 
court  of  Madrid,  thedifpute  was  amicably  adjufted  between 
Mr,  Wall  and  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  the  Britifb  ambaflador. 
While  the  intereft  of  Britain  thus  triumphed  in  Spain,  it 
feemed  to  lofo  ground  at  the  court  of  Lifhon,  His  Portu- 
gucfe  Majefty  had  formed  vaft  projefls  of  an  a£tive  com- 
,  inerce,  an^  even  eflabliflied  an  Eaft-India  company;  in 
the  tnean  time  he  could  not  help  manifefting  his  chagrin  at 
the  great  quantities  of  gold  which  were  yearly  exported 
from  his  dominions,  as  the  balance  due  from  his  fubjefls 
on  Engliftt  commodities.  In  his  endeavours-  to  check  this 
traffic^,  which  |tcdeei|ied  fodetrimentaltohisluhje£ts,  be 
jnfii£ted  bardlbips  on  the  BritiP)  merchants  fettled  at 
Lift>Qn :  fpme  were  imprifoncd  on  frivolous  pretences ; 
Qthcrs  deprived  of  thejr  property,  and  obliged  to  q^it  tho 
Ifingdoqi,  He  infifted  upon  laying  an  impo&tion  of  twoi 
per  efn^  9P  fil  the  pprtu^uefe  ^old  ;bat  lliovld  be  ex-^ 
ported  J 
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ported  i  but  the  profits  of  the  trade  would  not  bear  fuch  an   c  K  a  p. 
exadion.     Mean  .while,  there  being  a  fcarcity  of  corn  in  ,__     '.  | 
Portugal,  the  kingdom  was  fupplied  from  England  ;  and      1754. 
the  people  having  nothing  but  gold  to  purchafe  this  ne- 
cefTary  (iipply,  the  King  faw  thenecelSty  of  conniringat 
theexportation  of  his  coin,  and  the  trade  reverted  into  itt 
former  channel. 

§  XLI,  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  opened  thefclHon  of  parliament  with  an 
liarangue,  which  intimated  nothing  of  an  approaching 
rupture.  He  faid,  That  the  general  ftat?  of  af^irs  in 
£urope  had  undergone  very  little  alteration  Jince  their  Uft 
meeting ;  that  he  had  lately  received  the  flrongeft  aOuran- 
ces  from  his  good  brother  the  King  of  Spain  of  friendlhip 
and  confidence,  which  he  would  cultivate  with  harmony 
and  good  faith.  '  He  declared  his  principal  view  fliould  be 
to  llrengthen  the  foundation,  and  fecure  the  duration  of  a 
general  peace;  to  improve  the  prefenc  advantages  of  it  for 
-  promoting  the  trade  of  his  good  fubje£ts,  and  protefling  j 
thofe  pofTdSons  which  confticuted  oiie  great  fource  of  their 
wealth  and  commerce.  Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to 
eomplete'thcir  plan  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  eftates 
in  the  Highlands  to  the  fervice  of  the  publick. .  He  pro- 
bably avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of  France, 
that  he  might  fupply  no  handle  for  debates  on  the  addrefs, 
which  was  carried  in  both  Houfes  almoft  without  oppo- 
fition.  The  government  feemed  determined  to  humble 
the  infolence  of  the  French  councils ;  and  this  difpofition 
was  fongreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  that  they  grudg- 
ed no  expenfe,  and  heartily  concurred  with  the  demands 
of  theminifiry. 

§  XLII.  The  Commons  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year  four  millions  fcventy-three  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds ;  one  million  of  that  fum 
exprefsly  given  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  augment  his 
forces  by  land  and  fca.  Thirty-two  thoufand  pounds  were 
allotted  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Poland,  and  twenty 
flioufand  tQ  the  Ele^orof  Bavaria.     Thefe  gratifications 

met 
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BOOK  met  with  little  or  no  oppofition  in  the  commi itee  of  Cupply; 
becaure  it  W26  taken  for  granted,  that,  in  cafeofarupture, 
17J4.  France  would  endeavour  to  avail  hcrfelf  of  her  fupcriority 
by  land,  by  invading  his  Britanniclc  MajeRy's  German 
dominions ;  and  therefore  it  might  be  neceOary  to  fecure 
the  affiftance  of  fuch  allies  on  the  continent.  That  they 
prognofticated  aright,  with  refpetfl  to  thedellgnsof  that 
ambitious  power,  will  foon  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this 
'  hitiory ;  which  will  alfo  demonllrate  how  little  dependence 

is  to  be  placed  upon  the  profelled  attachment  of  fub&diary 
princes.  The  fuppiies  were  raifcd  by  the  Handing 
branches  of  the  revenue,  the  land  tax  and  malt  tax,  and& 
lottery  for  one  miJlioR;  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  > 
it  tobe  dedufled  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  and  the 
remaining  nine  hundred  thoufand  to  be.charged  on  the 
produce  of  the  finking  fund,' at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent, 
per  annum,  to  commence  /rom  the  fifth  day  of  January 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix.  The 
civil  tranfadlions  of  this  feflion  were  confined  to  a  few  ob- 
jefls.  Divers  new  regulations  were-madc  for  encouraging 
and  improving  the  whale  and  white  herring  fithery,  as  well 
as  for  iinifliing  and  putting  in  a  proper  ilate  of  defenfe  a 
new  fort,  lately  huilt  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
§  XLIII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  paymafter-gcneral  of  the  forces, 
brought  in  a  bill,  which  will  ever  remain  a  Handing  monu- 
ment of  his  humanity.  The  poor  difabled  veterans,  who 
enjoyed  the  penfion  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  were,  fo  iniqui- 
toully  opprefled  by  a  fet  of  mifcreants,  who  fupplied  them 
with  money  per  advance,  at  the  moft  exorbitant  rates  of 
ufury,  that  many  of  them,  with  their  families,  were  in 
danger  of  ftarviog;  and  the  intention  ol;  government  in 
granting  fuch  a  comfortable  fubfiflence  was  in  a  great 
meafure  defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that  this  evil 
originally  flowed  from  the  delay  of  thefirft  payment,  which 
the  penfioner  could  not  touch  till  the  expiration  of  a 
whole  year  after  he  had  been  put  upon  the  lift,  removed 
this  neceffity  of  borrowing,  by  providing  in  the  bill,  that 
half  ayear's  penfion  (hould  be   advanced  half  a  year  before 
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is  due  J  and  the  praflice  of  ufury  was  effectually  prevented    CHAP. 
by  a  claufe,    enacting,  that  all  contrails  ftould  be  void  by  ■         _    ■ 
which  any  penfion  might  be  mortgaged.     This  humane       1754- 
regulation  was  unanimoufly  approved,   and  having  palTed 
through  both  Houfes  with  uncommon  expedition,  received 
the  royal  aflent. 

§  XLIV.  Notwithllanding  the  unanimity  manifefled 
by  the  Commons,  in  every  thing  relating  10  the  mea- 
fures  for  afling  vigoroufly  againft  the  common  enemy  of 
the  nation,  they  were  remarkably  difturbed  and  divided  by 
a  contefted  eledtion  of  members  for  Oxfordfhire.  In  the 
courfeofthis  difpute,  the  ftrength  and  influence  of  what 
they  called  the  oldand  new  intereft,  or,  to  fpeak  more  in- 
telligibly, of  the  Tories  and  Whigs  in  that  county,  were 
fully  difplaycd.  Thecandidates  fuftained  on  the  (boulders 
of  the  old  intereft,  were  Lord  Vifcount  Wcnman  and 
Sir'James  Dafhwood  :  their  competitors,  whom  the  new 
intereft  fupported,  and  of  confcquence  the  miniftry  coun- 
tenanced, were  Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner. 
Never  was  any  contention  of  this  kind  maintained  with 
more  fpiritand  animofity,  or  carried  on  at  a  greater  expenfc. 
One, would  havfe  imagined  that  each  fide  confidered  it  as  a, 
difpute  which  muft  have  determined,  whether  the  nation 
{hould  enjoy  its  ancient  liberty,  or  tamely  fubmit  to  the 
fetters  of  corruption.     Noblemen  and  gentlemen,  clergy-  • 

men  and  ladies,  employed  all  their  talents  and  induftry  in 
canvaffing  for  either  fide,  throughout  every  townthip  and  ' 
village  in  the  county.  Scandal  emptied  her  whole  quiver 
of  infinuation,  calumny,  and  lampoon ;  corruption  was 
not  remifs  in  promifes  and  preftnts  :  houfes  of  entertain- 
ment were  opened ;  and  nothing  was  for  fome  time  to  be 
feen  but  fcenes  of  tumult,  riot,  and  intoxication.  The 
revenue  of  many  an  independent  prince  on  the  con- 
tinent would  not  have  been  fufficicnt  to  afford  fuch  fums 
of  money  as  were  expended 'in  the  courfe  of  this  difpute. 
At  length  they  proceeded  to  eleilion,  and  the  (heriff  made 
a  double  return  of  all  the  four  candidates,  fo  that  not  one 
fti  theip  could  ilt,  and  the  county  remained  without  a  re* 
prefentative 
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'  ^i?  ^    prcrentative  until  this  ambiguous  affiiir  could  be  decided 

l_,  I  \i  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  About  the  middle  of  Novem- 
>754-  ber  petitions  being  prefented  by  the  four  candi<J:ites,  as 
well  as  hy  the  geotlcmen,  clergy,  and  other  freeholders  of ' 
the  county,  complaining  of  an  undue  ele3ion,'and  double 
return,  the  matter  of  thefe  petitions  was  heard  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houfe  on  the  third  day  of  December.  The  counfcl 
for  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafbwood  alledged,  that 
they  had  the  majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance was  admitted  by  the  (:ounfeI  on  the  other  fide; 
then  they  proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence,  that^  after  clo&ng 
the  poll,  the  {hcrifF  declared  the  majority  of  votes  to  be  in 
^rour  of  thefe  two  candidates,  and  adjourned  the  court 
from  the  twenty-third  day  of  April  to  the  eighth  of  May  ^ 
ibihatthefcrudny  demanded,  and  granted  on  the  behalf  of 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  could  not  be  difcufled 
before  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  when  the  writ  was  re- 
turnable ^  that  the  fcrutiny  did  not  begin  till  the  ninth 
day  of  May,  ^'hen  the  time  was  protafled  by  difputcg 
about  the  manner  in  which  it  fliould  be  carrinl  on ;  that 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  allowed  to  ob- 
jed,  through  the  whole  poll,  to  the  votes  on  the  other 
lide^  on  pretence  that  their  competitors  fhould  be  permitted 
to  anfwer  thefe  objefUons,  and,  in  their  turn,obje3  through 
the  whole  poll  to  the  voters^for  Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turner,  who  Oiould,  in  the  1  aft  place,  have  leave' 
to  anfwer :  that  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafliwood 
had  difapproved  of  this  method,  becaufe  they  apfvehended  it 
might  induce  their  competitors  to  make  fuch  a  number  of 
frivolous  objections,  that  they  fliuuld  not  have  time  to 
anfwer  one  half  of  them,  muchlefs  to  make  objeAions  of 
their  own  before  the  writ  fhould  be  returned :  that  they 
forefaw  fuch  a  number  of  frivolous  objedions  were  made, 
as  engrofled  the  attention  of  the  court  till  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  May  ;  fo  that  they  could  not  begin  to  an- 
fwer any  of  thefe  objections  till  the  twenty-eighth ;  and  on 
the  thirtieth  the  (herifF,  having  clofcd  the  fcruCiny,  made 
the  double  return.  The  progf  being  cxhibitedj  the  coun- 
fcl 
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fcl  infiAed,  that,  as  they  bad.  cftabliflied  a  majority  on  the    ^  K  a  p. 
poll,  and  demonfirated  that  this  majority  neither  was  nor  ,  , 

could  be  overthrown  by  fuch  an  unhniflied  fcrutiny,  it  17J4.' 
was  incumbent  on  the  other  ftde  to  proceed  upon  the  m«-its 
of  the  eledion,  by  endeavouring  to  overthrow  that  ma- 
jority of  which  theirclients  wereinpofFeJBon,  Aqueftion 
in  the  Houfe  being  carried  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Lord  Wen- 
man  and  Sir  James  Dalhwood  obje£led  to  fire  hundred 
and  thirty  voters  on  the  other  fide,  whom  they  propofed  to 
difqualiry.  Their  counfel  examined  Teveral  witnefles,  to 
prove  the  partiality  of  the  flieriffin  favour  of  Lord  Parker 
and  Sir  Edward  Turner,  and  to  deleft  thefe  candidates  in 
the  practice  of  bribery ;  for  which  purpofe  they  produced 
a  letter  in  their  own  hand-Writing,  They  afterwards 
proceeded  to  difqualify  particular  votes,  and  fummed  up 
their  evidence  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  January.  Then  ^.  ,„, 
the  counfel  for  the  other  fide  began  to  refute  the  charge  of 
partiality  and  corruption ;  and  to  anfwer  the  objections 
that  had  been  made  to  particular  voters.  They  produced 
evidence  to  prove,  that  cuftomary  freeholds,  or  cullomary 
holdings,  had  voted  at  elusions  in  the  counties  of  Glamor- 
gan, Monmouth,  Gloucefter,  Wells,  and  Hereford  ;  and 
that  the  cuftomary  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Woodftocic,  in 
Oxfordfhire,  had  been  reputed  capable  of  voting,  and  even 
voted  at  elefiions  for  that  county.  In  i  word,  they  con- 
tinued to  examine  evidences,  argue  and  refute,  prove  and  . 
difprovc,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when,  after 
fome  warm  debates  and  divifions  in  the  Houfe,  Lord  Par- 
ker and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared  duely  eleded ; 
and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered  to  amend  the  re- 
turn, by  erafing  the  names  of  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir 
James  DaQiwood.  Many  who  prefumed  to  think  for  them- 
felves,  without  recoJleSing  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
adminijtration,  were  adonilhed  at  the  iffue  of  this  difpute; 
which,  however,  might  have  eafily  been  forcfeen ;  inaf- 
much  as,  during  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  mo{t,  if 
not  all,  of  the  many  quedions  debated  in  the  Houfe  were 
determined  by  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  the  new  in- 
.  terelt. 
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BOOK  tcrefl.  A  great  number  of  copy- holders  had  been  admitted 
"'j  ^  to  vote  at  this  eledtion,  and  the  flicriff  incurred  no  cenfuie 
>75S*  '^''  ^''^^^'i^g  them  to  take  the  oath  appointed'  by  law  to  be 
taken  by  freeholders :  neverthelefs,  the  Commona  carefully 
avoided  determining  the  quellion.  Whether  copy-holders 
pofleffed  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings,  dear  of  all 
deductions,  have  not  a  right  to  vote  for  knights  to  repre- 
fent  the  fliire  within  which  their  copy-hold  edates  are 
fituated  !  This  point  being  left  doubtful  by  the  legiflature, 
puts  it  often  in  the  power  of  the  flierifF  to  return  which  of 
the  candidates  he  pleafes  to  fupport;  for,  if  the  majority  of 
the  voting  copy-holders  adheres  to  the  intereft  of  his  fa- 
vourites, he  will  admit  their  votes  both  on  the  poll  and  the 
fcrutiny;  whereas,  (hould  they  be  otherwife  difpofed,  he 
will  reje£);  them  as  unqualified.  What  cffe<5t  this  practice 
may  have  upon  the  independency  of  parliament  every  per- 
fon  muft  perceive,  who  refledls,  that  in  almoll  all  ihe  coon- 
tics  of  England  the  high  ftieriiB  are  annually  appointed  by 
,  the  minider  for  the  time  being. 

§  XLV.  The  attention  of  the  legiflature  was  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  conduit  of  France,  which  preferved  no 
medium,  but  feemed  intent  upon  ftriking  fome  important 
blow,  that  might  ferve  as  a  declaration  of  war.  At  Breft, 
and  other  portsin  that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employed 
in  equipping  a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  fcruple  to 
own  it  was  intended"  for  North-America.  Towards  the 
]atter  end  of  March  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  fecretary  of 
ftate,  brought  a  meflage  from  the  King  to  the  parliament, 
intimating,  That  his  Majefty  having  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fellion  declared  his  principal  objeft  was  to  prefervc  the 
publick  tranquillity,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  prote<9  thofe 
polTeffions  which  conftitute  one  great  fource  of  the  com* 
merce  and  wealth  of  his  kingdoms,  he  now  found  it  nc- 
ceflary  to  acquaint  the  Houfeof  Commons,  that  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs  made  it  requifite  to  augment  his  forces 
by  fea  and  land,  and  to  take  fuch  other  meafures  as  might 
beft  tend  to  preferve  the  general  peace  of  Europe,  and  to 
fecure  the  juft  rights  and  pofFeillons  of  his  crown  in  Ame- 
rica, 
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rica,  as  well  as  to  repel  any  attempts  whatfoever  that  might    chap. 
be  tttade  to  fupport  or  countenance  any  defigns  which  .  j 

fliould  be  formed  againft  his  Majedy  and  his  kingdoms  ;  1755. 
and  his  Majefty  doubted  not  but  his  faichTul  Commons,  on 
whofe  afFe^ion  and  zeal  he  entirely  relied,  would  enable 
him  to  make  Ciich  augmentations,  and:  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  for  fupporting  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  true 
interens  of  his  people,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  his  domi- 
nions in  the  prefent  critical  conjun^ure,  as  the  exigency  of 
alFairs  might  require  j  in  doing  which  his  Majelly  would 
have  as  much  regard  to  the  eafe  of  his  good  fubje<3s  as 
fhould  be  confiftent  with  their  fafetyand  welfare.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this  meiTage  a  very  warm  and  aflcAionaie  addrefs 
was  prcfcnted  to  his  Majefly ;  and  it  was  on  this  occafion 
that  the  million  was  granted  for  augmenting  his  forces  by 
fca  and  land*.  The  court  of  Verfailles,  notwithflanding 
the  al&duity  and  defpatch  which  ihey  were  exerting  in 
equipping  armaments,  and  embarking  troops,  for  the  fop- 
port  of  their  ambitious  fchemes  in  America,  fiill  continued 
to  amufe  the  firitilb  miniflry  with  general  declarations, 
that  DO  hollility  was  intended,  nor  the  leafl  infringement  of 
the  treaty. 

§  XLVI.  The  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Englifh  ambalTa- 
dot  at  Paris,  having  lately  died  in  that  city,  thefe  alTur- 
ances  were  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  by  the 
'  Marquis  de  Mirepoix,  who  refided  in  England  with  the 
fame  charader,  which  he  had  fupported  lince  his  hrfl  ar- 
rival with  equal  honour  and  polltenel^.  On  this  occafion 
he  himfelf  was  fo  far  impofed  upon  by  the  in&rut^ions  he 

had 
■  The  miniftry  hiving  reblved  to  Iciid  a  body  of  forces  Co  America,  to  »& 
la  canjunaion  witb  the  pcorioci a)  troops  riifed  an  iliac  continent,  it  became 
necedjiry  that  the  mutiny  i€t  lliould  be  tendered  more  clear  and  eitcnfiTe. 
When  thia  bill,  Cherefoic.fell  undetcan<idsritian,itwai  imptoied  with  a  new 
claufe,  pioiidini,  "  That  all  officet)  andfoldien  of  any  troops  bei.-igmunered 
"  and  in  pay,  which  aieor  Iball  berairtdin  any  oftbeBritifliptaiinceiin  Ame- 
"  lica.lj^authorilyof  ihe  rtfpeei«  govetrors  orgoTernments  (he/eofjtliill, 
•'  >t  all  timci,  and  in  all  places,  when  they  happen  lo  join  or  iQ  in  conjunfllon 
'•  with  his  Mjje%'9  Britilh  Farces,  be  liable  to  martial  law  anddifcipllne,  ia  Ulce 
"ntannec,  to  all  intents  aDdpurpafe),  a>  the  Biitilh  force's  an  and  Oiallbefiib-  , 

"  jeA  Co  the  fane  tiial,  feuiltiei,  and  punUhmenC' 


zee  by  Google 


400  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND 

BOOK  had  received,  that  he  believed  the  profeflions  of  his  court 
^_^  '.,_f  were  Hncere,  and  ferioully  endeavoured  to  prevent  a  rup- 
■755-  ture  between  the  two  nations.  At  length,  however,  thdr 
preparations  were  fo  notorious  that  he  b^an  to  fufped 
the  confequencc ;  and  the  Englifh  miniHry  produced  fuch 
proofs  of  their  infincerity  and  double  dealings  that  be 
feemed  to  be  llruck  with  aHonifliment  and  chagrin.  He 
repaired  TO  France,  and. upbraided  the  miniftryof  Verfailles 
for  having  made  him  the  tool  of  their  diffimulation.  They 
referred  him  to  the  King,  who  ordered  him  to  return  to 
London,  with  frefb  alTurances  of  his  pacificlc  intentions : 
but  his  practice  agreed  fo  ill  with  his  profeffions,  that  the 
ambaflador  had  fcarce  obtained  an  audience  to  communi- 
cate them,  when  undoubted  intelligence  arrived,  that  a 
powerful  armainent  was  ready  toiail  from  Breft  and  Roch^ 
fort.  The  government  of  Great-Britain,  aroufed  by  this 
information,  immediately  took  the  moft  expeditious  me^ 
thodsfor  equipping  a  fquadron  ;  and  towards  the  latter 
end  of  April,  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  with  eleven  fhips 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  having  on  board  a  confiderable 
number  of  land-forces,  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  enc" 
my:  but  more  certain  and  particular  intelligence  arriving 
foon  after,  touching  the  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
confined  of  twenty-five  Ihips  of  the  line,  beftdcs  frigates 
*  and.iranfports,  with  ■"  great  quantity  of  warlike  ftores, 
and  four  thoufand  regular  troops,  commanded  by  the 
Baron  Dicfkau,  Admiral  Holbourne  was  detached  with 
fix  Ibips  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  to  rcr-enforce  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen  ;  and .  a  great  number  of  capital  ihips  were  put  m 
commiflion.  In  the  beginning  of  May  the  French  fleet, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Macnamara,  an  officer  of  Irifli  ex- 
tra6tion,  failed  from  Breft,  directing  his  courfe  to  North- 
America  i  but,  after  having  proceeded  beyond  the  chops 
of  the  Englifli  channel,  he  returned  with  nine  of  the  capi- 
tal (hips,  while  the  reft  of  the  armament  continued  their 
courfe,  under  the  diretftion  of  M.  Bois  de  la  Mothe. 

§  XLVII.  On  the  twency-lifth  day  of  April  the  King. 

went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lortis,  where,  after  giving  the  royal 
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attent  to  the  bills  then  depending;   fot  granting  3  certain     CHAP, 
fum  out  of  the  finlcing-fund,  for  the  relief  of  infolvcnt  ^^  ^^^\  j 
debtors,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  marine  forces  on       i7js* 
fhore,  for  the  better  raiflng  of  marines  and  Teamen,  and  to 
fereral  other  publick  and  private  bills  ;  his  Majefty  put  ail 
bhd  to  the  felQoh  of  parliament  by  a  fpeech,  in  which  h& 
acquainted  the  two  Houfes,  That  the  zeal  they  had  fliown 
for  fupporting  the  honour,  rights,  and  poiTellions  of  his 
crown  had  afRirded  him  tbegreateftfatisfaAion:  That  his 
defirc  to   preftfrve  the  publick  tranquillity  had  been  fincere  ■ 
and   uniform :  That   he  had  religionfly   adhered   to  the 
ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  made  it 
his  care   not  to  injure  or  offend    any   power  whatfoever;: 
but  that  he  never  could  entertain  a  thought  of  purchafing 
the  name  of  peace  at  the  expenfe  of  fufFering  encroachments 
upon,  or  of  yielding  up,  what  juftly  belonged  to  Great- 
Britain,  either  by  ancient  pofTeflion  or  by  folemn  treaties :    ' 
That  the  vigour  and  firmnefs  of  his  pariiamentj  on  this  im- 
portant occafion,  had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared  for  fuch 
contingencies  as  might  happen  :   That   if  reafonabk  and 
honourable  terms  of  accommodation  could  be  agreed  upon, 
he  would  be  fatisfied,  and,  at  all  events,  rely  on  the  juAice 
of  his  caufe,  the  efFeiftual  fupport  of  his  people,    and  the 
protection   of  Divine  Providence,     The   parliament  was 
then  prorogued  to  the  twcnty-fcvcnth  of  May. 
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CHAP.        IV. 

§  I.  Preparations  for  war.  §  II.  Eari  Pauleys  motion  againfi 
the  King's  going  to  Hanover.  §  III.  Regeney  appointed 
during  bis  Maje/Jy's  ahfenu.  §  IV .  Bafcawen's  expedition. 
Alcide  and  Lyt  taken.  §  V.  French  ambajfador  recalled- 
§  VI.  neir  trade  greatly  di/lreffid.  %  VII.  Jfairs  of  the 
Englijh  in  America.  Col.  Mondtan  takes  Beau  Sijour. 
§  VlII.  General  Brttddock's  unfortunate  expedition,  §  IX. 
He  falls  into  an  ambufiade;  is  defeated;  and  killed.  §X. 
Difagreement  between  the  gavirnar  and  ajftmbly  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.  §  XI.  Expedition  againfi  Cro-um-Point  and  Ni- 
agara refohedan.  §  XII,  Gen.  fohnfon  encampsat  Lake 
George.  §  XIII.  Where  he  is  attacked  by  the  French^  who 
are  entirely  defeated,  §  XIV.  Bravery  of  Captain  MGin- 
net.  §  XV.  Gen.  fohnfon  created  a  baronet,  §  XVI. 
Defiription  of  Fort  Ofwego  and  Lake  Ontario.  §  XVII. 
Negleil  of  the  Englijh,  in  not  fortifying  it.  §  XVIII.  £a-- 
pedition  again^  Niagara.  §  XIX.  Gen.  Shirley  returns 
to  Albany.  End  of  the  campaign  in  America.  §  XX. 
Fruitlefs  intrigues  of  the  French  in  Spain  and  Germany^ 
§  XXI.  Treaty  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain  with  the 
Landgrave  of  Uejfe  Caffel.  §  XXII.  N^s  of  the  tap- 
ture  of  the  Alcide  and  Lys  reaches  England.  §  XXIII. 
■  The  King  returns  from  Hanover,  and  concludes  a  treaty 
with  Rujfia.  §  XXIV.  Declaration  of  the  French  mini- 
ver at  the  court  of  yienna.  §  XXV.  Spirited  declaration 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  §  XXVI.  The  French  make 
another  unfuccefful  attempt  upon  the  court  of  Spain. 
§  XXVII.  Ihe  Imperial  court  refafes  auxiliaries  to  Eng- 
land. §  XX'VIW.  The  French  take  the  Blandford  man  of 
■war,  hut  return  it.  §  XXIX.  State  of  the  Englijh  and 
French  navies.  %  XXX.  Sejfxon  opened.  %  XXXI. 
Remcn-kable  addrejjis  of  the  Lards  and  Commons.  §  XXXII.' 
His  Majefly's  arfwer.  §  XXXIJI.  Alterations  in  the 
minijry.  J^r,  Fox  made  fecrctc^ry  of  flate.  §  XXXIV. 
SuppUts 
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Suppim  vated.  §  XXXV.  EarthquaAt  at  Lifion.' 
§  XXXVI.  RelUf  vaiid  by  parUamint  to  the  Panugutfe. 
§  XXXVII.  Tro0pi,  ^i.  voted,  §  XXXVIil.  Muti- 
ny biU,  marine,  and marinen  e£is  continued.  ^  XXXIX. 
Aif  for  raifing  a  regiment  of  fast  in  Nsrth-Americq. 
§  XL.  ManttTne  laws  of  England  extended  to  America, 
§  XLI.  ^aiet  of  Ireland  reftored.  §  XLII.  Treaty 
concluded  with  Pruffia.  §  XLIII.  New  militia  bill 
faffed  by  the  Commons,  but  rtjeSled  by  the  Lards.  §  XLIV, 
Sejfion  clofed. 

§1.  "TTTHILST  all  Europe  was  in  rufpcnle  about  the    chap, 

W  fate  of  the  Englifli  and  French  fquadrons,  ^^• 
preparations  for  a  vigorous  fea  war  were  going  forward  in  '  „'' 
England  with  an  unparelleled  fpirit  and  fuccefs.  Still  the 
French  court  flattered  itfelf  that  Great-Britain,  out  of 
tcndcrnefs  to  his  Majcfty's  German  dominions,  would  ab- 
llain  from  hoftiiities.  Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent 
conferences  with  the  Bricifli  miniftry,  who  made  no  fecrec 
that  -their  admirals,  particularly  £ofcawen,  had  orders 
to  attacic  the  French  fliips  wherever  they  fliould  meet 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  Monf.  de  Mircpoix  declared, 
Xhat  his  mailer  would  confider  the  iirft  gunfiied  at  fea 
in  a  hoftile  manner  as  a  declaration  of  war.  This  mc-i 
nace,  far  from  intimidating  the  Englilh,  animated  them 
to  redouble  their  preparations  for  war.  The  prefs  for 
ibamen  was  carried  on  with  extraordinary  vigour  in  all 
parts  of  this  Icingdom,  as  well  as  in  Ireland;  and  great 
premiums  were  given  not  only  by  the  government,  but 
alfo,  over  and  above  his  Majefty's  bounty,  by  almoft 
nil  the confiderab.le  cities  and  towns  in  England,  to  fuch  as 
Ihould  inlifl  voluntarily  for  fajlors  or  foldiers.  Other 
branches  of  the  publick  fervice  went  on  with  equal  alacrity: 
and  fuch  was  the  eagernefs  of  the  people  to  lend  their 
money  to  the  government,  that  inftead  of  one  millionj. 
which  was  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  lottery,  three  millions 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  were  fubfcribcd 
innmed  lately. 

D  d  a  §11. 
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BOOK         ^  II.  The  fituation  of  affairs  requiring  his   Majefty  tfl 

^_,^  J  go  to  Germany  this  fummcr,  great  apprehenfiohs  aroft 
tjss-  in  the  minds  of  many,  left  the  French  fliould  either  in- 
tercept him  in  his  journey,  or  prevent  his  return.  Earl 
Paulet  had  made  a  motion  in  the  Hourc  of  Lords,  humbly 
to  reprefent  to  his  MajelVy,  *'  That  it  was  an  article  in 
the  Original  a£t  of  rettlcment  by  which  the  fucccffion  of 
thefe  kingdoms  devolved  tb  his  ele^oral  houfe,  that  the 
King  fliould  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without  the 
confent  of  parliament ;  and  that  thic  was  a  principal  ar- 
ticle in  the  compact  between  thecroWnand  the  people: 
That  though  this  article  was  repealed  in  the  late  reigti^ 
yet,  till  of  late,  it  had  always  been  the  cuRom  for  his 
Majefty  toacquaint  the  parliament  with  his  intended  de- 
parture to  his  German  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the 
true  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  a£l  that  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
as  well  as  for  the  paternal  kindnefs  of  his  royal  hearty 
and  the  conderceitfion  he  had  been  fo  good  to  fliowbis 
parliament  bn  all  occaflons ;  but  that  his  Majefty's  de- 
claration of  his  defigh  to  vifit  his  eleSoral  eftatlM  had 
always  come  on  the  laft  ddybf  a  feffion,  when  it  wastob 
late  for  the  great  cbnflitutional  council  of  the  crown  to 
offer  fuch  advice  as  might  ocherwife  have  been  expedient 
and  neceflary :  That  his  Majefly's  leaving  his  kingdoms  ih 
4  conjun^urcfo  pregnant  withdiftrefi,  fo  denunciative  bf 
danger,  would  not  only  give  the  greateft  advantage  to  fuch 
as  might  be  difpofed  to  Hir  up  difaflcftion  and  difconteht, 
and  to  the  conllitutional  and  national  enemies  of  England; 
but  would  alfo  fill  his  loyal  fubjeSs  with  the  moft  affeAing 
concern,  and  moft  gloomy  fears,  as  well  for  their  own 
fafety,  as  for  that  Of  their  fovereign,  whofe  ihvaluable 
life,  at  all  times  of  the  utmoft  coiifequence  to  his  people^ 
Was  then  infinitely  fo,  by  reafon  of  his  great  experience, 
the  aSeflion  of  every  one  to  his  royal  perfoh;  and  the  mi- 
tiority  of  the  heir  apparent."  Such  was  the  purport  of 
tbis  motion ;  but  it  was  not  &conded  by  any  of  the  other 
tordft 
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§  III.  The  general  uneafincfs,  on  account  of  hit  Ma*  ^^*^* 
jelly's  departure,  was  greatly  increafed  by  an  apprehenfion  .'-  f 
that  there  would,  during  his  abfence,  be  no  good  agree-  )7^j- 
nieni  amongfl  the  regency,  which. conflfted  of  thcfolloWr 
jngperfons:  his  royal  highnefs  William  Duke  of  Cumr 
ierland;  Thomas  Lord  Archbilbop  of  Canterbury; 
Fhillip  Earl  of  Hardwiclcc,  lord  high  chancellor;  Johe 
Earl  of  Granville,  prefident  of  the  council;  Charles 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  lord  privy-fcal;  John  Dukco/ 
Rutland,  fteward  of  the  houfeholdi  Charles  Duke  of 
Grafton,  lord  chamberlain ;  Archibald  Duke  of  Argylc; 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftk,  firft  cooimiffionerof  the  Trca- 
fufy ;  the  Duke  of  Dorlet,  mafter  of  the  horfe ;  the  Eart  of 
Holdernefle,  one  of  tlie  fecretaries^of  fiate ;  the  Earl  of 
Rochford,  groom  of  the  ftole ;  the  Marquis  of  Haning^ 
Ion,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  Lord  Aufon,  firft  com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty  ;  Sir  Thomas  Kobinfon,  fccre- 
tary  of  flate ;  and  Henry  Fox,  Efq.  fecretary  at  war. 
His  Majelly  fet  out  from  St.  James's  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  April  early  in  the  morning,  embarked  at  Harwich  in 
the  afternoon,  lande4  the  next  day  at  Helvoetlluys,  and 
arrived  at  Hanover  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

§  IV.  Admiral  Bofcawen,  with  eleven  {hips  of  the  lige 
and  a  frigate,  having  taken  on  bpvd  two  regiments  at 
Plymouth,  failed,  from  thence  oa  the  twenty-fevcnth  of 
April  for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland ;  and,  in  a  few 
days  after  his  arrival  there,  the  French  fleet  &am  Breft 
came  to  the  fame  ftation,  under  the  command  of  M,  Bois 
tie  la  Mothc.  But  the  thick  fogs  which  prevail  upoQ 
thefe  coafis,  efpecially  at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the 
tvfo  armaments  from  feeing  each  other;  and  part  of  the 
French  fquadron  cfcaped  up  the  river  St.  Laumice^ 
whilll  another  part  of  ^em  went  round,  and  got  into  the 
fame  river  through  the  ftraits  of  Belleifle,  by  a  way  which 
was  never  known  to  be  attempted  before  by  fliips  of  the  ^ 

Ijne.     However,  whilfl:  the  Engliflrfleet  lay  of  Cape  Race, 
which  is  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  Newfoundland,  and 
W3fi  tljioughc  to  ,be  the  mod  proper  Situation  for  inter- 
P  d  3  ccptipu 
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BOOK    cepting  the  enemjr,    two  French  fhipi,  the  Alcitfe,  of 

^  '  .  .  fixty>four  guna,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and 
1755.  the  Lys,  pierced  for  fixty-four  guns,  but  mounting  only 
twenty-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land-forces  on 
board,  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  their  fleet  in  the 
fog,  fell  in  with  the  Uunkirk,  Captain  Howe,  and  the 
Defiance,  Captain  Andrews,  two  fixty  gun  Ihips  of  the 
Englifli  fquadronj  and  after  a  fmart  engagement,  which 
lafted  fomc  hours,  and  in  which  Captain  (afterwards 
Lord]  Howe  behaved  with  the  greacenfkitl  and  intrepidity* 
were  both  taken,  with  feveralconfiderable  officers  and  en- 
gineers, and  about  eight  tboufand  pounds  in  money. 
Though  the  capture  of  thefe  (hips,  from  which  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  may  in  fa<3  be  dated,  fell  greatly 
Ihort  of  what  was  hoped  for  from  this  expedition;  yet, 
when  the  news  of  it  reached  England,  it  was  of  infiniie 
ftrvice  to  the  pubiick  credit  of  every  kind,  and  animated 
the  whole  nation,  whonaw  faw  plainly  that  the  govern- 
ment was  determined  to  keep  no  further  meafures  with  the 
French,  but  juftly  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  put  a  flop 
to  their  fending  more  men  and  arms  to  invade  the  property 
of  the  Englifli  in  America,  as  they  had  hitherto  done  with 
impunity.  The  French,  who,  for  fome  time,  did- not 
even  attempt  to  make  reprifals  on  our  fhipping,  would 
gladly  have  chofen  to  avoid  a  war  at  that  time,  and  to  have 
Continued  extending  their  encroachments  on  our  fettle- 
mcnts,  till  they  had  executed  their  grand  plan  of  fecuring 
a  communication  from  the  Miffiflippi  to  Canada,  by  a  line 
of  forts,  many  of  which  they  had  already  ercfled. 

§  v.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  action  at 
Paris,  the  French  ambalTador,  M.  de  Mirepoix,  was  re- 
called from  London,  and  M.  de  BulTy  from  Hanover, 
where  he  had  juft  arrived,  to  attend  the  King  of  England 
in  a  pubiick  charafler.  They  complained  loudly  of  Bof- 
cawen's  attacking  the  fhips,  as  a  breach  of  national  faith  : 
but  it  was  juftiy  retorteJ  on  the  part  of  England,  that  (heir 
encroachments  in  America  had  rendered  reprifals  both 
juftifiable  and  nccefiary.     The  refolution  of^making  them 
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was  tfaecficQ  of  mature  deliberation  in  the  Englifli  council,  chap. 
Thcvaftincreafeof  the  French  marine  of  late  years,  which  .  '^'.  . 
in  all  probability  would  foon  be  employed  againft  Great-  1755. 
Britain,  occafioned  an  order  for  making  reprifals  general 
in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America;  and  that  all  French 
Aiips,  whether  outward  or  homeward  bound,  fliould  be 
ftoppsd,  and  brought  intoBritifh  ports.  Togivethe greater 
weight  to  thefe  orders,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out  thofe 
admirals  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  moft  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  war.  Accordingly,  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  July,  Sir  Edward  Hawke,failed  on  a  cruife  to  the  wel>- 
ward,  with  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a 
Aoop ;  but,  not  meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  thefe  fliips 
returned  to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  and 
the  beginning  of  Oflober ;  on  the  fourteenth  of  which 
laft  month  another  fleet,  confifting  of  twenty-two  fhips- 
of  the  tine,  two  frigates,  and  two  flcops,  failed  again  on 
a-cruife  to  the  weftward  under  Admiral  Byng,  in  hopes 
of  intercepting  the  French  fquadron  under  Duguay,  and 
likewife  that  commanded  by  La  Mothe,  in  cafe  of  its 
return  from  America.  £ut  this  fleet  likewife  returned  to 
Spilhead  on  the  twepty-fecond  of  November,  without 
having  been  able  to  effeft  any  thing,  though  it  was  allow- 
ed by  ail,  that  the  admiral  had  aded  judicioufly  in  the 
choice  of  his  nations. 

§  VI.  While  thefe  mearures  were  purfued,  for  the  general 
fecurity  gf  the  Britilh  coafts  and  trad?  in  Europe,  feveral 
new  fliips  of  waf  were  begun,  and  finiflied  with  the  utmoft . 
expedition,  in  bis  M^fty's  docks:  twelve  frigates  and 
floops,  contrafted  for  in  private  yards,  were  completed 
fay  the  monthof  Augufl:;  and  twenty-four  (hips  and  twelve 
colliers  were  then  taken  into  (he  ferviceofthe  government, 
to  be  fitted  out  as  veflels  of  war,  to  carry  twenty  guns  anil 
one  hundred  and  twepty  men  each, — In  the  mean  time  th? 
French  trade  was  fo  annoyed  by  ibe  Englifti  cruifers,  that 
before  the  end  of  this  year  three  hundred  of  their  mer- 
chant ihips,  maiiy  of  which,  from  St.  Domingo  and  Mar- 
ttni':o,  were  extremely  rich,  and  eight  thoufand  of  their 
t)  d  4.  failors, 
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failors,  were  brought  into  EngliDi  porta.  83^  tbefe  cap-* 
I  tiires  (he  Britilh  miniAry  anfwered  many  purpofes :  tbey 
deprived  the  p'rench  of  a  great  body  of  fcamen,  and  with* 
held  from  them  a  very  large  property,  the  want  of  which 
greatly  diftrefTed  their  people,  and  ruined  manyoftbeir 
traders.  Their  outward-bound  merchant  Ihips  wercin- 
fured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  per  cent,  whilfl  the  Englifh  paid 
no  more  than  the  common  infurance.  This  intolerable 
burthen  was  felt  by  all  degrees  of  people  amongfl  them : 
their  miniflry  was  publickly  reviled,  even  by  their  parlia- 
ments i  and  the  French  name,  from  being  the  tcrrour, 
began  to  be  th?  contempt  of  Europe.  Their  unealinefs 
wasalfo  not  a  little  heightened  by  new  broils  between  their 
King  and  thp  parliament  of  Paris,  occafioned  by  the  ob- 
fiinacy  of  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  who  feemed  de-  ' 
lentiined  to  fupport  the  church,  in  all  events,  againft  the 
fecular  tribunals,  and,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  enforce 
the  obfervance  of  the  bull  Unigenitus,  which  had  long 
been  theoCcafionof  fomany  difputesamongthem.  How- 
ever, the  parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the  French 
King  approving  of  its  condud,  the  ecdefiallicks  thought 
proper  to  fubmit  for  the  prefent ;  and  in  their  general 
aflemblythis  year  granted  him  a  free  gift  of  fixtcenmiU 
lions  of  livrcs,  which  he  demanded  of  them — a  greater  fum 
than  they  had  ever  given  before,  even  tn  time  of  war. 

§VI1.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  aflembly  of 
MalTuchufctt's-Bay  in  New-England  pafled  an  i&,  pro- 
hibiting all  correfpondence  with  theFrenchat  Louifbourg; 
and  early  in  the  fpring  they  raife^»  body  of  troops^  which 
was  traiifported  [o  Nijva-Scotia,  to  affift  LieutenanuGo- 
vernor  Laurence  in  driving  the  "French  from  the  encroach- 
ments  they  had  made  upon  that  province.  Accordingly, 
towards  th^  end  of  May,  the  governor  fent  a  large  de- 
tachment of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Monckton,  upon  this  fervice;  and  three  frigates 
and  a  floop  were  defpatchcd  up  the  bay  of  Fundy,  under 
the  command  of  Captun  Rous,  to  give  their  affifl- 
^nce  by  lea.  The  troops,  upoo  their  arrival  at  the  river 
Maflaguafh. 
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MaflaguaOi,  found  the  paflage  (lopped  by  a  large  number  of  chap. 
regular  forces,  rebel  neutrals,  or  Acadians,  and  Indians,  .  '  , 
four  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  occupied  a  bloclc-houfe,  1755, 
with  cannon  mounted  on  their  lide  of  the  river;  and  the 
reft  were  polled  within  a  llrong  breaft-work  of  timber, 
thrown  up  by  way  of  outwork  to  the  block-houfe.  The 
Eaglifh  provincials  attacked  this  place  with  fuch  fpirir, 
that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  fly,  and  leave  them  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  breaft-work  :  then  the  garrifon  in  the  block- 
■  houfedeferced  it,  and  left  the  paffagc  of  the  river  free. 
from  thence  Colonel  Monckton  advanced  to  the  French 
fortof  Beau-fejour,  which  he  invefled,  as  far  at  leaft  as 
thefmal!  number  of  his  troops  would  permit,  on  the  twelfth 
of  June;  and  after  four  days  bbmbarilment  obliged  it  to 
furrendcr,  though  the  French  had  twenty-fix  pieces  of 
cannon  mounted,  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  the 
Englifti  had  not  yet  placed  a  fingle  cannon  upon  their 
batteries.  The  garrifon  was  fent  to  Louifbourg,  on  con- 
dition of  not  bearing  arms  in  America  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months;  and  the  Acadians,  who  had  joined  the  French, ' 
were  pardoned,  in  confideration  of  their  having  been 
forced  into  that  fervice.  Colonel  Monckion,  after  put- 
ting a  garrifon  into  this  place,  and  changing  its  name 
to  that  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day  attacked  and  re- 
duced the  other  French  fort  upon  the  river  Gafpereau, 
which  runs  into  Bay  Verte;  where  he  likewife  found  a 
large  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores  of  all  kinds,  that 
being  the  chief  magazine  for  fupplying  the  French  Indians 
and  Acadians  With  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  necef- 
faries.  He  then  difarmed  thefc  laft,  to  the  number  of 
fifteen  thoufand :  and  in  the  mean  time,  Captain  Rous 
with  his  ftiips  failed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John, 
to  attack  the  new  fort  the  French  had  eredled  there;  but 
they  faved  him  that  trouble,  by  abandoning  it  upon  his 
appearance,  after  having  burft  their  cannon,  blown  up 
their  magazine,  and  dellroycd,  as  far  as  they  had  time, 
all  the  works  they  had  lately  raifed.  The  Englifli  had 
{jfft  twenty  mei)  killed,  and  about  the  fame  number 
wounded, 
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BOOK    wounded,   in  the  whole  of  this  expedition,  the  fuccefs  of 
'    ,  which  fecuredthetranquillity  of  Nova-Scotia, 
ijjj.  §  VIII.  While  the  New-Englanders  were  thus  employ- 

ed in  reducing  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia,  preparations 
were  made  in  Virgtaia  for  attacking  them  upon  the  Ohio. 
A  fort  was  built,  which  was  lilcewifc called  Fort-Cumber- 
land, and  a  camp  formed  at  Wills's-Creeic.  On  the  four- 
teenth of  January  of  this  year,  Major-General  Braddoclc, 
with  Colonel  Dunbar's  and  Colonel  Halket's  regiments  of 
foot,  failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  for  Virginia,  where 
■  they  all  landed  fafc  before  the  end  of  February.  This 
General  might. confequently  have  entered  upon  aflion 
early  in  the  fpring,  had  he  not  been  unfortunately  delayed 
by  the  Virginian  contractors  for  the  army,  who,  when  he 
was  ready  to  march,  had  neither  provided  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  provifions  for  his  troops,  nor  a  competent  number  of  . 
carriages  for  his  army.  This  accident  was  forefeen  by 
almoft  every  perfonwho  knew  any  thing  of  our  plantations 
upon  the  continent  of  America  :  for  thepeopleof  Vir- 
ginia, who  think  of  no  produce  but  their  tobacco,  and  do 
not  raife  corn  enough  even  for  their  own'  fubfillcnce,  be- 
ing, by  the  nature  of  their  country,  well  provided  with 
the  convenicncy  of  water  conveyance,  have  but  few  wheel- 
carriages,  or  beafts  of  burthen;  whereas  Pcnnfylvania, 
which  abounds  in  corn,  and  mofl  other  forts  of  pro vi lions, 
has  but  little  water-carriage,  cfpeciallyin  its  weftern  fettle- 
menis,  where  hs  inhabicancs  have  great  numbers  of  carts, 
waggons,  and  horfes,  Mr,  Braddock  fhould,  therefore, 
certainly,  in  point  of  prudence,  have  landed  in  Pennfyl- 
vania  :  the  contraift  for  fupplying  his  troops  Ihould  have 
been  made  with  fome  of  the  chief  planters  there,  who  could 
cafily  have  perfornied  their  engagements  ;  and  if  his  camp 
had  been  formed  n^ar  Frank's-town,  or  fomewhere  upon 
(he  fouth-weft  borders  of  that  province,  he  would  not 
have  had  eighty  miles  to  march  from  thence  to  Fort  Du 
Q^iefne,  inflead  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had 
to  advance  frc-m  Wills's-Creck,  where  he  djd  encamp, 
through  roads  neithEr  better  nor  moie  pra^icable  than  the 
4  other 
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other  would  have  been.  This  error,  in  the  very  beginning  chap. 
of  the  expedition,  w4iether  owing  to  an  injudicious  prefer-  . 
ence  fondly  given  to  the  Virginians  in  the  lucrative  job  of  i^jj. 
fupplying  thefe  troops,  or  to  any  other  caufe,  delayed  the 
march  of  the  army  for  fome  wccIes,  during  which  it  was 
in  the  utmofl  dillrcfs  for  necelTaries  of  all  kinds ;  and 
wouid  probably  have  defeated  the  expedition  entirely  for 
that  fummcr,  had  not  the  contractors  found  means  to 
procure  fome  afliftance  from  the  back  fettlements  of  Penn- 
fylvania.  But  even  when  thefe  fupplies  did  arrive,  they 
confilled  of  only  fifteen  waggons,  and  an  hundred  draft 
borfes,  Jnllcad  of  an  hundred  and  iifty  waggons  and  three 
hundred  horfes,  which  the  Virginian  contractors  had  en- 
gaged to  furniOi,  and  the  provifions  were  fo  bad  that  they 
could  not  be  ufed.  However,  fome  gentlemen  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  being  applied  to  in  this  exigency,  amply  made  up 
for  thefe  deficiencies,  and  the  troops  were  by  this  means 
fupplied  with  every  thing  they  wanted.  Another,  and 
itiil  more  fatal,  error  was  committed  in  the  choice  of  the 
commander  for  this  expedition.  Major-General  Braddock, 
who  was  appointed  to  it,  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  cou- 
rage, and  expert  in  all  the  punctilios  of  a  review,  having 
been  brought  up  in  the  EngUQi  guards  ;  but  he  was  na- 
turally very  haughty,  pofitive,  and  difficult  of  accefs; 
qualities  ill  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  people  amongft 
whom  he  was  to  command.  His  extreme  feverity  in  mat- 
ters of  difctpline  had  rendered  him  unpopular  among  tt)e 
foldieFS  ;  and  the  fkf\&  military  education  in  which  he  had 
been  trained  from  his  youth,  and  which  he  prided  himfelf 
on  fcrupuloufly  following,  made  him  hold  thcAmcrican 
militia  in  great  contempt,  becaufe  they  could  not  go 
through  their  exercife  with  the  fame  dexterity  and  regu- 
lariry  as  a  regiment  of  guards  in  Hyde-Park,  little  know- 
ing, or  indeed  being  able  to  farm  any  idea  of  the  difference 
between  the  European  manner  of  fighting,  and  an  American 
expedition  through  woods,  deferts,  and  moraffes.  Before 
he  left  England,  he  received,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Col. 
Napier,  afetof  inllrudtionsfrom  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

By 
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Bythefe,  the  attempt  upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  gieat  mea- 
fure,  referred  to  him  ;  and  the  reduflron  of  Crown-Foint 
was  to  be  left  chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.  But  above 
all,  his  Royal  Highnefs,  both  verbally  and  in  this  writing, 
frequently  cautioned  him  carefully  to  bewafe  of  an  ambuQi 
or  furprife.  Inftead  of  regarding  this  falutary  caution,  his 
conceit  of  his  own  abilities  made  him  difdain  to  afkthe 
opinion  of  any  under  his  command ;  and  the  Indians,  who 
would  have  been  his  fafeft  guards  againft  this  danger  iti 
particular,  were  fo  difgufted  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his  beha- 
viour, that  mod  of  them  forfook  his  banners.  Under  thefe 
difadvantages  he  began  his  march  from  Fort- Cumberland 
on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head  of  about  two  thoufand 
two  hundred  me[i,for  the  Meadows,  where  Colonel  Wafli- 
ington  was  defeated  the  year  before.  Upon  his  arnvai 
'  there,  he  was  informed  thambe  French  at  Fortdu  Quefne, 
vhich  had  lately  been  built  on  the  fame  river,  near  its  con' 
4uence  with  the  Monangahela,  txpeQed  a  re-enf<:»'cemeiit 
of  live  hundred  regular  troops :  therefore,  that  hemight 
march  with  the  greater  defpatch>  be  left  Colonel  Dunbar, 
with  eight  hundred  tncri,  to  bring  up  the  provifions,  ftores, 
and  ^eavy  baggage,  as  faft  as  the  nature  ofthefervicc  would 
permit;  and  with  the  other  twelve  hundred,  together  with 
ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  necelTary  aiamunition  aod 
provifions,  be  marched  on  with  fooiufzh  expedition,  that  he 
fetdom  took  any  time  to  reconnoitre  the  woods  or  thickets 
he  was  to  pafg  through  ;  as  if  the  nearer  he  approached  the 
enemyt  the  farther  he  was  removed  from  dasger, 

§  IX.  On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within  ten 
miles  of  Fortdu  Quefne.  Though  Colonel  Dunbar  w^s 
then  near  f(Hty  miles  behind  himt  and  his  officers,  particu- 
larly Sir  Peter  Halltet,  earneftly  entreated  him  to  proceed 
with  caution,  and  to  employ  the  friendly  Indians  who 
were  with  him,  by  way  of  advanced  guard,  in  cafe  of  am- 
bufcades ;  yet  he  rcfumed  his  march  the  next  day,  without 
(a  much  as  endeavouring  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  the 
iittiation  or  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  or  eyen  fending  out 
any  Scouts  to  vi£t  the  woods  iuid  thickets  on  both  fides  of 

him. 
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jiim,  as  well  as  in  his  front.     With  this  cafdcflheis  he  was     CHAP. 
advancing,  when,  about  noon,   he  was  faluted  with  a  gc-   .        '     . 
(leral  fire  upon  his  front,  and  all  along  his  left  flank,  from        175J.' 
an  enemy  ia  artfully  concealed  behind  the  trees  and  huflieSj 
that  not  a  man  of  them  could  be  feen.     The  vanguard  im- 
mediately fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  in  an  inflant 
the  panick  and  confufion  became  general ;  fo  that  moft 
bf  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitation,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  that  their  officers.  Tome  of  whom  behaved  very  gal- 
lantly,  could  do  to  flop  their  career.     As  to  Braddoct 
himfelf,  inftead  of  fcourjng  the  thickets  and  buQies  from 
whence  the  Are  Came,  with  grape-fhot  from  the  ten  pieces 
of  Ciinnon  he  had  with  him,  or  ordering  flanking  parties  of 
tiis  Indians  to  advance  againft  the'tinemy,  he  obtlinately 
remained  upon  the  (pot  where  he  was,  and  gave  orders  for 
the  few  brave  officers '  and  rtten   who  ftaid  with  him,  to 
form  regularly,  and  advance.     Mean  while  bis   men  fell 
thick  about  him,  and  almolt  all  his  officers  were  fingW  out* 
one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wounded ;  for  the  Indians^ 
who  always   take   aim  when  they  fire,  and  aim  chitSy  At 
the  ofiicers,  diftinguifhed'thcm  by  their  drefs.     At  laft,  the 
general,   whofe  obftinacy  feemed  to  Increafe  with  thedan- 
ger,  after  having  had  fome  hotfes  fliOt  utlder  him,  received  i    ■    . 
inufkdt-fliot  through  the  right  irm  and  lungs,  of  which  he 
died  in  a  few  hours,   having  been  carried  off  the  field  by 
the  bravery  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  Gage,  and  another  of 
his  officers.     When  he  dropped,    the  confufion  of  the  few 
that  remained  turned  it  into  a  downright  and  very  dlforderly 
fiiglit  acrofs  a  river  which  they  had  juft  pafTed,  though  no 
tnemy  appeared,  or  attempted  to   attack   them.     All  the 
artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage  of  the  itmy  were  left 
to  the  enemy,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  General's  cabinet, 
with  all  his  letters  and  inilruflions,   which  the  French 
court  afterwards  made'great  ufe  of  in  their  printed  memo-  ■ 
rials  or  manifeftoes.     The  lofs  of  the  Englifh  in  this  un- 
happy affair  amounted   to  -  feven   hundred  men.     Their 
blEcers,  in  particular,  fuffered  much  more  than  in  the  or- 
dinary propottion  of  battles  in  Europe,    Sir  Peter  Halkct 
I  fell 
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B  u  o  K     fejl  by  the  very  firft  fire,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment ;   and 

^_  '^^  the  General's  fccretary,  fon  to  Governor  Shirley,  was 
1755.  killed  foon  after.  Neither  the  number  of  men  which  the 
enemy  had  in  this  engagement,  nor  the  lofs  which  they 
*  fuflained,  could  be  fo  much  as  guelTed  at :  but  the  French 
afterwards  gave  out,  that  their  number  did  not,  in  the 
whole,  exceed  four  hundred  men,  moflly  Indians;  and 
that  their  lofs  was  quite  inconfiderable,  as  it  probably  was, 
becaufe  they  lay  concealed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  EngliOi 
Icnew  not  whither  to  point  their  mu(kets.  The  panick 
of  ihefe  laft  continued  fo  long,  that  they  never  flopped  til! 
they  met  the  rear  divifion ;  and  even  then  they  infefied 
thofe  troops  with  their  terrours  i  fothat  the  army  retreated 
without  Hopping,  till  they  reached  Fort-Cumberland, 
though  the  enemy  did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to  purfuc, 
nor  ever  appeared  in  light,  cither  in  the  battle,  or  after 
the  defeat.  On  the  whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  rooft  ex- 
traordinary victory  that  ever  was  obtained,  and  the  far- 
theft  flight  that  ever  was  made.     . 

§  X.  Had  the  {battered  remains  of  this  army  continued 
^t  fort  Cumberland,  and  fortified  themfelves  there,  as  they 
might  eafily  have  done  during  the  refl  of  the  fummer,  they 
would  have  been  fuch  a  check  upon  the  French  and  their 
fcalping  Indians,  as  would  have  prevented  many  of  thofe 
ravages  that  were  committed  in  the  enfuing  winter  upon 
the  weftern  borders  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania ;  but, 
inftead  of  taking  that  prudent  ftep,  their  commander  left 
only  the  fick  and  wounded  at  that  fort,  under  the  protection 
of  two  companies  of  the  provincial  militia,  potted  there  by 
way  of  garrifon,  and  began  his  march  on  the  fecond  of 
Augufl,  with  about  fixteen  hundred  men,  from  Philadel- 
phia; where  thofe  troops  could  be  of  noimmediate  fervice. 
From  thence  they  were  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New- 
Yorlt,  by  Genera!  Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  command 
of  the  troops  in  America  had  devolved  by  the  death  of 
Major-General  Braddock.  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennfylvania,  were  fay  thefe  means  left  entirely  to  take 
'  carcof  thcmfelves,  which  they  might  havedoneeffeflually, 

had 
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had  they  been  united  in  theif  councils :  but  the  ufual  diC- 
putei,  between  their  governors  and  aflcmblies,  defeated 
every  falutarypUn  that  was  ptopofed.  Pennfylvania,  the 
tnoft  powerful  of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent, 
either  for  its  own  defenfe,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by 
thefe  unhappy  contefts  j  though,  at  laA,  the  allembly  of 
that  province,  fenftble  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed,  and  feeing  the  ahfolute  neceffity  of  providing  a 
fianding  military  force,  and  of  creeling  fome  forts  to  de- 
fend their  wellern  frontier,  palled  a  bill  for  raifmg  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  But  even  this  fum,  fmall  as  it  was, 
even  to  a  degree  of  ridicule,  confidering  the  richnefs  of  the 
province,  and  the  extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained ;  the  governor  pofitively  refuting  to  give  his  aflent 
to  the  a£t  of  the  aflembly,  becaufe  they  had  taxed  the 
proprietaries  eflates  equally  with  thofe  of  the  inhabitants, 
which,  he  faid,  he  was  ordered  by  his  inllrudions  not  to 
confent  to,  nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the  proprieta- 
ries ;  and  the  aileaibly,  confifting  chiefly  of  members  whofe 
eftates  lay  in  the  eaftern  or  interior  parts  of  the  province, 
as  po/itively  refufing  to  alter  their  bill.  One  would  be 
apt  to  think,  that,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  urgent  neceffity,  the 
governor  might  have  ventured  to  give  his  aflent  to  the 
bill  under  a  proteft,  that  it  Qiould  not  prejudice  the  rights 
of  the  proprietaries  upon  any  future  occation  :  but  as  he 
^id  not,  the  bill  was  dropped,  and  the  province  left  defenfe- 
lefs  ;  by  which  means  it  afterwards  fuffered  fevercly,  to  the 
deftru&idn  of  many  of  the  poor  inhabitants  upon  the  well- 
ern frontier,  and  to  the  imprefllng  the  Indians  with  a  con- 
temptible opinion  of  the  EngliOi,  and  thelhighefteftccm  of 
the  French. 

§  XI.  Ourcoloniestothe  northof  Pen  nfy  Ivan  i  a  were  more 
a3ive,  and  more  fuccefsful  in  their  preparations  for  war. 
New-York,  following  the  example  of  New-England, 
pafled  an  aA  to  prohibit  the  fending  of  provifions  to  any 
French  port  or  fettlement  on  the  continent  of  Nbrth- Ame- 
rica, or  any  of  the  adjacent  iflands ;  and  alfo  for  raifing  forty- 
five  thoufand.  pounds,  on  eflates  real  and  peifonal,  for  the 
5  better 
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BOOK,    ^cfenfe  of  their  colony,  which  lay  more  expofed  thari  afi/ 

^_^_  1_  f  other  to  a  French  invafion  from  Crown-Pojnt.  However^ 
J755.  this  fum,  great  as  it  might  feem  to  them,  was  far  from  being 
fufficienCj  nor,  indeed,  could  they  have  provided  properly 
for  their  fecurity,  without  the  alBIlance  of  our  other  colo- 
nies to  the  eaft  of  them;  but  with  their  help,  and  the  addi- 
tional fuCcour  of  the  fmall  body  of  regular  troops  expefled 
under  Colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly  refolved  uponoffcnfivo 
jneafures,  which,  when  pradicable,  are  alwaysjhe  Jafeft  j 
«nd  two  expeditions,  one  againft  the  French  fort  at  Crown- 
Point,  and  the  other  againft  their  fort  at  N  ijgara,  hetween 
the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  were  fet  on  foot  at  the  fame 
time.  The  former  of  thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to 
be  executed  under  the  command  of  General  Johnfon,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  refided  upon  the  Mohock 
river,  in  the  weflern  parts  of  New -York,  where  he  had 
acquired  a  confiderable  ellate,  and  was  univerfally  be- 
loved, not  only  by  the  inhabitants,  but  alfo  by  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians,  whofeknguage  he  had  learnt,  and  whole 
afTefiions  be  had  gained  by  his  hbmanity  towards  them. 
The  expedition  againft'Niagara  was  commanded  by  GeneraJ 
Shirley  himfelf. 

§  XII.  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both  thefe  tx~ 
jieditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany,  where  moll  of 
them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June:  but  the  anrllery« 
batteaux,  proviftons,  and  other  neceOaries  for  the  attempt 
upon  Crown-Point,  could  not  be  prepared  till  the  eighth 
of  Auguft,  when  General  Johnfon  fet  out  with  them  from 
Albany  for  the  Carrying-place  from  Hudfon's  rivei  to 
Lake-George.  There  the  troops  had  already  arrived,  un- 
■  der  the  command  of  Major-General  Lyman,  and  confiftcd 
of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men,  befides  Indians, 
xaifedbythe  governments  of  Bofton,  Conneflicut,  New- 
Hampfhir^,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  New-York.  Every  thing 
was  then  prepared  as  faft  as  pofiible  for  a  march  ;  and  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  month.  General  Johnfon  advanced 
about  fourteen  miles  forward  witl)  his  troops,  and  encamped 
in  a  very  ftrotig  fituation,  covered  on  each  fide  by  a  thick 
wooded 
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wooded  fwamp,  by Lake-Ceorge  iii  his  rear;  and  hf,  a    chap. 
breaft-work  of  trees,  cut  down  for  that  purpofe,   in  his  \_ ,  -  -1„  j 
front.     Here  he  refolved  to  wait  the  arrival  of  hisbattcaux,        i7<s. 
and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  lake,  from  whence  it  was  but  about  fifteen  tniles  to 
the  fort  at  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  Corlaer,  or  Champlain^ 
called  Fort-Frederick  by  the  French,   and  by  us  Crown- 
Point.     Whilft  he  was  thus  encamped^  fome  of  his  Indiaii 
fcouts,  of 'which  he  took  care  to  fend  out  numbers  along 
both   (ides,   and   to  the   l^rther  end    of   Lake-George, 
brought  him  intelligence  that  a  cohtiderable  number  of  the 
f  nemy  were  then  on  their  march  from  Ticonderoga,  by  the 
way  of  the  fouth  bayj  towards  the  fortiEed  encampment^ 
fince  called  Fort-Edward,  which  General   Lyoian  had 
built  at  the  Carrying- place,  and  in  which  four  or  five  bun* 
dred  of  the  New-Hampfhire  and  New- York  men  had  been 
left  as  a  garrifon.     Upon  this  information  General  Johil- 
fon  fent  two  expreiTes,  one  after  the  other,  to   Colonel 
Blanchard,  their  commander,  with  orders  to  call  in  all  his 
Dut-partics,  and  to  Iteep  hia  whole  force  within  the  en*  ' 
trcnchments:     About  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  thofe  who 
had  been  fent  upon  the  fecond  exprefs  returned  with   an 
account  of  their  having  feen  the  eiiepy  within  four  miles 
of  the  camp  at  the  Carrying- pi  ace,  which  they  fcarcely 
doubted  their  having  by  that  time  attacked.     Important  as . 
the  defenfe  of  this  place  was  for  the  lafety  of  the  whole 
army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  feemed  to  be,   it  does 
not  appear  that  the  General  then  called  any  council  of  war, 
or  refolved  upon  any  thing  for  its  relief:  but  early  the  next 
morning  he  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was  unadvifedly 
refolved  to  detach  a  thoufand  men,   with  a  number  of  In> 
dians,  to  intercept,  or,  as  the  General's  exprelCon  was  in 
his  letter,   to  catch  the   enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
vii^ors,  or  as  defeated   in   their  defign.     This  expedient 
wa&  refolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the  number  of  the 
~  enemy,  nor  could  obtain  any  information  in  that  refpe£t 
fpom  the  Indian  fcauts,  becaufe  the  Indians  have  no-worda 
or  ligns  for  cxpielling  any  large  number,  which,  when  it 
Vqi.  III.  £  e  exceeds 
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BOOK    exceeds  their  rectoiiihg,  Aey  fignify  by  pointing  fodt* 
^,,.j^,^  ftarein  the  firmament,  or  to  thi  halt  of  the  head;  and  this 
1755.      they  often  do  to  denote  3  number  lefi  than  a'-tho«faiiB,- a» 
well  as  to  fignify  ten  thoufend,  or  any  greater  mimber.- 

§  XIII.  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  moriring 
a'lhoufand  men,' With  t*o  hundred  Indians,  were  detached 
under  the  command  of  CcJonel  Williams :  but  they  ha* 
not  been  gone  two  hours.  When  thofe  in  the  camp  began  ttr 
^ear  a  Clofe  fii'ing,  at  about  threeor  four  miles  diffance,  33 
they  judged;  as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they 
rightly  fuppofed  that  Aeir  detachment  was  overpowered^ 
and  retreating  towards  the  camp  ;  Wh^ch  was  foon  con- 
£rmed  by  forac  fo'gitives,  ind  prefentty  after  by  whole  coih- 
panies,  who'  fled  back  in  great  cohfufibn.-  In  a  very  fliort 
rime  after;  the  enemy,  appeared  marching  Jo  regular  order 
up  to  rile  cenrrC  6f  the  iam'p,  where  the  cohfternation  wa» 
fo  great,-  that;  if  they  had  attacked  the  brcaft-work  dircftly, 
they  (night  prbbaWy  have  throi)*ri  aSi  into  cbWiifion;  aritf 
obtained  an  eafy  viftory  f  but,  fortunately  for  the  EngMi,-. 
they  halted  for  fomtrtimt  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
diftance,  ^nd  from  thence  b^an  their  attack  wkh  pTatoow 
fii'ing,  too  far  off  to  do  much  hurt,  eTpeGiallyagainft  troops 
who  Were  defended  by  a  ftrong  breaft-work.  Gn  the  con- 
trary, this  ineffedhial  fire  ferSed  only  to  raife  tfte  fpirhs  of 
theft  Jaft,  who,  having  prepared  their  artillery  during  the 
time  that  the  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  fo  brifkly 
Wpon  the  enemy;  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their 
ferrice  fled  immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  fideofthe 
camp,  and  there  fquatted  under  bufhes,  or  fkulked  behind' 
trees,  from  whence  they  continued  firing  with  very  llttTe 
execution,  mod  of  their  Ihot  being  intercepted  by  the 
brakes  and  thickets,  for  they  never  had  the  courage  to  ad- 
vance to  the  verge  of  the  Wood.  Baron  Diefkaii,  who 
commanded  the  French,  being  thus  left  albne,  with  bi» 
regular  troops;  at  the  front  of  the  camp,  Adding  he  codM 
not  make  a  dofc  attack  upon  the  centre  with  his  ftnalt 
number  of  men,  itiovei  fitft  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the 
right,  at  both  vrhich  places  be  endeavoured  to  force  a  paf- 
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hge,.  but  was  repuUed,  ^ing  unfiippiortcd  by  the  itregti-    CHAP, 
lira,  _  InAeaiTofrctrcatiDg-,  a&heougtit  inprudencetohave  '     > 

tloney  hsAill  cootinuedihis- ^tooii  and  bu£b-firing  tilt  175$. 
fouro'eloicb  in  the  afternoon,  during  which  time  his  regu- 
lu  ttoopg  bSsKi  greatly  by  the  Hie  fiom  the  camp,  and 
were-  at.lafli  thrown  into  coafufiafi ;  which  w^  no  fooner 
percetivcdi  by  General  Jobnlbn's  men j  than  they,  withqut 
watting  fw  oiders,  leaped  aver  theii  breaft-workj  attacked 
the  enemjl  on  all  6de%  and,  after  killing  or  taking  a.  confi- 
derabie  nivmber  of  them,  entirely- difpcrfed  the  re&.  Ths 
French,  nbof&  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  this  engage- 
ment, amounted  to  about  two  thmifand  men,  including 
two  hundred  g&enadiers,  eight  hundti:d  Canadians,  and  the 
rfft  Indians,  of  different  naticMis,  bad  between  fevci^and 
eight,  hundi^  men  killed,  and  tbtriy  taken  prifoners: 
3tKODgtiiclaicer  was  Baron  Dielkau  himrdf,  whom  they 
fouod  at  a  little  diflance  ftoin  the  fxH  of  bank,  danger- 
oufly  wcnnded,  and  leaning  on  tfee  Hump  of  a  tree  for  his 
fiippoit.  The  Engltfh  loft'  about  two  hundred  tnen,  and 
thofe  chiefly  of  the  detachment  un&r  Colonel  Williams  f 
£(»:  they  had  very  few  either  killed  or  wounded  ii>  the  attack 
upon  their  camp,  and  not  any  of  diftin£lion,  except  Colonel 
Titcomb  killed,  »id  the  General  bimfelf  and  Major  Ni- 
ichok  Wounded.  Among  the  flain  of  the  detachmentt 
'which  would  probably  have  been  entirety  cut  off,  had  not 
Tuteutenant-Colonet  Cole  been  lent  ont  from  the  camp 
iwhh  three  hundred  men,  with  which  }ic  flopped  the  enemy's 
purfuit,  and' covered  the  fetreat  of  his  friends,  were  Colonel 
Williams,  Majm-  Afbley,  fix  captains,  andfcreral  fubal- 
tems,  befides  private  men ;  and  the  Indians  reckoned  that 
Ihey  had  loft  forty  men,  befides  the  brave  old  Hendrick, 
the  Mohock  Sachem,  or  chief  captain. 

§  XIV.  When  Baron  Dicfkau  fet  out  from  Ticon- 
derogat  his  defign  was  only  to  furprife  and  cut  off  the  en- 
trenched camp,  now  called  Fort-Edward,  at  the  Carrying- 
place,  where  there  were  but  four  or  five  hundred  men.  If 
he  had  executed  this  fcheme,  our  army  would  have  been 
thrown  into  great  difficulties,  for  it  could  neither  have 
£  e  2  ptocecdcd. 
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BOOK-  proceeded  farther,  nor  have  fubfifted  where  it  w>i»  andhe 

^  ^"j^  ^  might  have  found  an  opportunity  to  attack  it  with  great 
ijjj.  advantage  in  its  retrtatj  fiut  when  he  wa»  within  four  or 
five  miles  of  that  fort,  his  people  were  informed  that  there 
were  feveral  cannon  there,  and  none  at  the  camp;  upon 
which  they  all  defircdto  be  led  on  to  this  laft,  which  he  the 
more  readily  eonfentcd  to,  as  he  himfelf  had  been  uAA  by 
an  Englifh  prifoncr,  who  had  left  this  camp  but  a  fcw  days 
before,  that  it  was  quite  defenfekfs,  b«ng  without  any 
lines,  and  deftttute  of  cannon ;  which,  in  effed,  was  true 
atthattimc,  for  the  cannon  did  not  arrire,  nor  was  the 
breaft-work  ereSed,  till  about  two  days  before  the  engage-, 
ment.  To  this  mifinformation,  therefore,  muft  be  im- 
puted this  flep,  *hich  would  otherwife  be  inconfiftent  wifli 
the  general  charader  and  abilities  of  Baron  Diefltau.  A 
lefs  juftifiable  error  fcems  to  have  been  committed  by  Gen. 
Johnfon,  in  -not  detaching  a  party  to  putfuc  the  enemy- 
■  when  they  were  defeated  and  fied,  Pwhapa  he  was  pie- 
vented  from  fo  doing  V7  the  ill  fate  of  the  detachment  he 
had  fent  out  in_  the  morning  under  Colonel  Williams. 
However  that  may  be,  his  neglefl,  in  this  refpeS,  had  tike 
to  have  been  fatal  the  next  day  to  a  detachment  fent  from' 
Fort-Edward,  conTiHitig  of  an  hundred  ^nd  twenty  men 
of  the  New-Hampibire  regiment,  under  Captain  M*Gin- 
nes,  as  a  re- enforcement  to  the  army  at  the  camp.  This 
party  fell  in  with  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  of 
Diefkau's  troops,  near  the  fpot  where  Colonel  WiHiama 
had  been  defeated  the  day  before  ;  but  M'Ginnes  having 
timely  notice  by  his  fcouts  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
made  fuch  a  difpoGtioo,  that  he  not  only  repulfed  the  9^- 
failants,  but  defeated  and  entirely  difperfed  them,  with  the 
lofs  only  of  two  men  killed,  eleven  wounded,>  and  five 
milBngt  He  himfelf  unfortunately  died  of  the  wounds  he 
received  in  this  engagement,  a  few  days  after  he  arrived  at 
the  camp  with  his  party. 

§  XV.  Itwasnow  judged  too  late  in  theyearto  proceed 

to  ttie  attack  of  Crown-Point,  as  it  would  have  been  ne- 

ceiiary>  in  that  cafe,  to  build  a  fiiong  foit  in  the  place 

*  .     where 
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Wbere  the  camp  then  was,  in  order  to  Tecure  a  cominuni- 
cation  with  Albany,  from  whence  onljr  the  troops  could  , 
cxpeA  to  be  re-enforced,  or  fupplied  with  frelh  ftores  of  am- 
municion  or  proviConSi  They,  therefore,  fet  out  upon  their 
return  foon  after  this  engagement,  having  firft  erei£led  a 
-  little  flockadcd  fort,  at  the  hither  end  of  Lake  George,  in 
which  they  lefta  fbiall  garrifon,  as  a  future  prey  for  the 
«nany;  a  misfortutie  which  might  eallly  have  been  fore- 
feen,  becaufe  this  whole  army,  being  country  militia,  waa 
to  he  dilbanded,  and  return  to  their  ivfpe^tive  homes,  as 
they  actually  did  foon  after  their  retreat  to  Albany. 
This  was  all  the  glory,  this  all  the  advanuge,  that  the 
£nglifli  nation  acquired  by  fuch  an  expenfive  expedition, 
.  But  to  little  had  the  EngliO)  been  accuftomed  of  late  to 
bearof  viflory,  that  they  rejoiced  at  this  advantage,  as  if 
it  had  been  an  aAion  of  the  greateft  confequence.  The 
general  waa  highly  applauded  for  his  conduift,  and  libe- 
rally rewarded  {  for  he  was  created  a  baronet  by  his  Ma< 
jelly»  and  prelented  with  Jive  thoufand  pounds  by  the  par- 
.]iament. 

§  XVI.  The  preparations  for  General  Shirley's  ex- 
pedition againft  Niagara  were  not  only  deficient,  hue 
fliamcrully  floW}  though  it  was  well  known  that  even  the 
poffibility  of  hisfuccefs  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend 
upon  his  fctting  out  early  in  the  year,  as  will  appear  to 
any  perfon  that  con&ders  the  fituation  of  our  fort  at  Of- 
wego,  this  being  ^  only  way  by  which  he  could  proceed  , 
to  Niagara.  Ofw^o  lies  on  thefouth-eaft  fide  of  the 
li^e  Ontario,  near  three  hundred  miles  almoft  due- weft  from 
Alfaiany  in  New- York.  The  way  to  it  from  thence, 
though  long  and  tedious,  b  the  more  convenient,  as  the 
far  greateft  partofitadmits  of  water-carriage,  by  what  the 
inhabitants  call  batteaux,  which  area  kind  of  light  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  widell  in  the  middle,  and  pointed  at  each 
end,  of  about  fifteen  hundred  weight  burthen,  and  ma- 
,  nsged  by  two  men,  c«lled  batteau  men,  with  paddles  anj 
•  fetting  poles,  the  rivers  being  in  many  places  too  narrow 
to  adfnttofoajs.  From  Albany  to  the  villa^  of  Shene^^ 
£  c  3  Bf]y» 
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B  o  o-k  ady,  about  ffxteen  miles,  'is  a  good  *H^Bn-Tftad.  fro*  - 
'"•  theoce  to  the  little  Falls  in  theMoboclc  TwA:,ibeing  fmy- 
'7SS-  five  miles,  'the  paflage  is  by  wfttw-cerriagCWp'thftt  river, 
and  'confequently  a'gainft  the  ftream,  <wfcich  in  many 
■placesis  fomew'hat  rapid,  and  in  others  To  fliitlo*,  thatj^ 
when  the  river  is  low,  thfe  watermen  are  obliged  to  ^et 
out,  and  draw  their  batmux  over  the  rifts.  i^At'the  little 
Falls  is  a  podage,  or  land  carriage,  fer  about  a  mile, 
over  a  ground  fomarftiy,  that  it  will  not  be  Br>  any  wheel - 
carriage :  but  a  colony  of  Germans,  fettled  there,  atteitd 
with  fledges,  pn  which  they  draw'the  loadeH  batteaux  ta 
the  next  place  of  eoibarkation  upon  the  fame  rivev.  :Fronx 
thence  they  proceed  by  water  up  that  river,  for'fifiy  miles^ 
to  the  Carrying-pIaCE, -near  the  head  cf- it,  where-ltwreiis* 
another  poftage,  the  length  of  which  depends'ujwn  tho 
dryncfs  or  wetn^fs  ofthefeafon,  but  is  generally  aboro 
fixoreight  miles  over  in  the  fummer  months.  Here  the 
batteaiix  are  again  carried  upon  fledges,  till  they  coneto 
a  narrow  river  called  Wooid's  Creek,  down  which  ihcy 
are  wafted  on  a  gentle  ftream,  forabout  forty  miles,'itito. 
the  Take  Oneyada,  which  Itretehes  froiti  eaft  to  weftd>out 
thirty  miles,  and  is  pafled  with  greit  cafe  and  fafcty  incalnx 
weather.  At  the  wcftern  end  of  this  fl*ltc  b'<lw"ritet 
Onondaga,  which,  after  a  couJfe  of -between  HWetttly  and 
thirty  miles,  unites 'with  the  riv6r 'C^J:ii<^,iori!Sciiccai 
and  ihcir  united  ftreams  rutf  ihto'theWteiQAtiwo,  at  the 
piacewhcre  OfVcgo-fertisfitiidted.  ^ut  thisrWer  ■ia-fo 
rapid  aSto  be  fomeiimes  datigerous,  befidesits  bcif^ftiU 
of  rifts  and  rocksj 'and  -ahoQt  twclveftiifcs-on'this-fKieof 
Ofwego  there  is  a  fall  6f  eleven  feet  pirpcndictilar,  wh«c 
thfere is  confequently  a  poftage,  which, ' hwifever,  doesnftt 
exceed  forty  yards.  'Frtm'  thence  the  paflage  is  eafy  quite 
to  Ofwego.  The  lake  Ontario,  on  which  tftis^fttrt'fl*ris, 
is  near  two  hundred  and  eighty  'leagues' in' cirrirtnfcrence; 
its  figure  ts  ova!,  Sou  its  depth  runsfrom  twenty  to"  twmty- 
five  fathoms.  On  the  north  fidc*6Mt  arc  feiiiriiUfttfe 
gulfs.  Thereis  a  comnVanicaribn 'between  this  lUkcand 
(iiar6f  ihc'Hurons  by  i^c  river Tanafuate,frtfin'^**eBce 
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ilBAlaod  carriageoffix  or^eightiUagufis  to  the  river  Tp- 
ronto,  which  falls  into  it.  The  JFrcnch  have  tWDjforts  of  ^ 
conlequencc  on  this  lakci  Frontenac,  which  .n^pmoiantls 
the  river  St.  .Laurence,  where  the  lake  gommunicates  wiih 
it;  .and  Niagara,  which . comraands  the  CQmmunicatioa 
between  the  late  Ontario  and  tbp  lake  Erie.  Butof  thefe 
/arts,  and  this  1  aft  lake,  which  is  oije.^f  .ihe  fineft  in  the 

■  world,  we  jhail  hawe  .occafisn  tpfpeak. hereafter. 

§  XVII.  Though  we  had  loi^g  been  in  pofl^flipn  qf 
■fort  Ofwego,  and  though  it  lay  greatly  expofed  to  the 
French,  particalarly  to  thofe  of  Canada,  tipon  any  rupture 
between  the  two  nations,  we  bad  never,  taken  care  to,^ep4s^ 
lie  tolerably  defenTible,  or  even  tahuUd.afringle  veHel  ht  fpr 
navigating,  the  lake:  nor  ..was.  this  Arange  .ncglcG  .ever 
.taken  efieSual  notice  of,  till  the :  beginning  of,  this  year, 
.when,  at  sjneeting  whict^G^ncraliBraddock  had  in  Apnl 
with  the  governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of  fcvcral  of  .o.ur 
colonics,  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  it  was  reJolved  to 
Arengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrifon  atOfwego,  ^aiylto 
build  fome  large  velTels  at .  that  place.  Accordingly,  a 
number  of  fhipwrights  and  workmen  were  lent  thither  in 
May  and  June.  At  the  fame  time  Captain  .Bradfireet 
.marched  thither,  with  two  companies  of  an  hundred  men 
each,  to  .re-enforcc. the. hundred  , that,  were  there.foefore 
.uqder  Captain  .King,  to  which  number  the.garrifon. bad 
.  .been  increaftjd  lince.our  con tefis  with  France  began  to 
.gro$»ferious.    .  For  a  long  time  before,    not  above  twcnty- 

■  five.  men  were  left   to-defefid  this   poA,  which  from,  its 
. .g);eat.importaace,  and  the  lltuation  of  aiiairs  at  this  junc- 
ture, moll  certainly  required  .a  much  ftronger  garrifon 

•Jthan  was. put  into  it  even  at  this  junfiure  :■  but.  ceconomy 
-..Wa»tbe  chief. thing  confulted  in  the   beginning  of  this 

.war,  and  to  that,  in  a  great  meafure,  was  owing  its  long 
'iduratiDnJ 
.   !§<XVIII.JfrQinthe«bovedeli:riptionof  thepalTage  Ironi 

,]Albaay,lo.CUwcgo,  it  is  plainhow.  neccllary  it  was  that 
^.  the  troopa-intended:'ibr  this  expedition  ihould  have  let  out 
^^laacty  tn<he>fQQAg.  fiut,  (nftead  oCthat,.  the  very  firft  of 
-.'■  E  e  4  them. 
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BppK  them,  Colonel  Schuyler's  New-Jorfey  regiment,  did  not 
■■  '  .  begin  their  march  till  after  the  beginning  of  Julyj  tni 
»755-  juft  as  Shirley'e  and  Pepperell's  regiments  were  preparing 
fo  follow,  the  melancholy  account  of  Braddock's  difaf^ 
ter  arrived  at  Albany,  where  it  fo  damped  thefpiritsof 
the  people,  and  fpread  fuch  a  terrour,  that  many  of  the 
troops  deferted,  and  moft  of  the  batteau  men  difpeHed, 
and  ran  home,  by  which  means  even  all  the  necefiiiry  ftorcs 
could  not  becarried  along  with  the  troops.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  difappoincment,  General  Shirley  fct  out  from  Al- 
bany before  the  end  of  July,  with  as  many  of  thetroops 
and  ftorcs  as  he  could  procure  a  conveyance  for,  hoping 
to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great  numbers  of  the  Indian^ 
pfdie  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  Tent  insulations  to  that 
efleA  as  he  pafled  by  their  fcttlements :  but  they,  inftead 
of  complying  with  his  defire,  abfolutely  declared  againft 
all  hoftilities  on  that  (idp  oE  the  country ;  and  infifted 
that  Ofw^o,  being  a  place  of  traffick  and  pea^e,  ought 
not  to  be  difturbed  either  by  the  Englilh  or  the  French, 
as  if  they  could  have  perfuxded  both  parties  to  agree  tQ 
fuch  a  local  truce.  Upon  this  refufal,  Mr.  Shirley  prQ~ 
'  ceeded  forward,  being  joined  by  very  few  Indians,  aad  ar- 
rived atOfwego  on  the  fcventeenth  or  eighteenth  of  Auguftj 
'  but  the  reft  of  the  troops  and  artillery  did  not  arrive  till  the 
laK  day  of  that  month)  and,  even  then,  thcirftore  of  [»o- 

-  vifions  was  not  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  agaisft 
Niagara,  though   feme  tolerable  good  vefl^s  had  by  this 

.  time  been  built  and  got  ready  for  that  purpofe. ,  The  ge< 
neral  nowrefolved  to  take  but  fix  hundred  men  with  him 

-  for  the  attack  of  Niagara,  and  to  leave  the  reft  of  his  anny, 
.  f  onCfting  of  about  fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Ofwcgo,   to 

^efcnd  that  place,  in  calb  the  French  fliould  attack  it  in 
Ifiis  abffnce,  which  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  they 
^night,  as  they  had  then  a  confiderablc  force  at  FortFroo- 
teiiac,  from  whence  they  couW  eafily  crofi  over  the  lafca 
Ontario  to  Ofwcgo.  However,  he  was  ftill  obliged  to, 
V'ait  at  Ofwego  for  provifions,  of  which  at  len^h  a  finall 
fiipply  arriKcd  on  the  twen(y-|ixth  o(  Segtemberi  bardi 
iiifficic^ 
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Sufficient  to  fupport  his  men  during  thnr  intended  ex- 
peditioiif  and   to  allow   twclre  'days  fliorc  fubfiftence  for  . 
thofe  he  left  behind.     But   by  this  time  the  rainy  boitie- 
rous  fcafon  had  begun,    on  which  account  moit  of  his 
Indians  had  already  left   him,  and  were  returned  home; 

.  and  th«  few  that  remained  with  him  declared  that  there 
was  no  croSng  the  lake  Ontario  in  bacteaux  at  that  feafan, 
or  any  time  before  the  next  fummer.  In  this  perplexity 
he  called  a  council  of  war,  which,  after  weighing  all  cir- 
cuaiftances,  unanimouHy  refolved  to  defer  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year^  and  to  employ  the  troops, 

,  whilft  they  remained  at  Ofwego,  in  building  barraclcs* 
and  eredingt  or  at  leaft  b^inning  to  ere£t,  two  new  forts, 
o;ie  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  Onondaga,  four  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  didant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to 
command,  as  well  as  theenceranceof  the  harbour,  and  to 
be  called  Ontario- fort ;  and  the  other  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort,  to  be  called  Ofwego  new 
fort. 

§  XIX.  Thcfe  things  being  agreed  on.  General  Shirley, 
with  the  greatcft  part  of  the  troops  utjder  his  command, 
fetout  on  his  return  to  Albany  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
October,  leaving  Colonel  Mercer,  with  a  garrifon  of 
about  feven  hundred  men,  at  Ofwego  i  though  repeated 
advice  had  been  received,  that  the  French  had,  then  at  leaft 
a  thoufand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  fame 
lake :  and,  what  was  flill  worfe,  the  new  forts  were  not 

'  yet  near  completed;  but  left  to  be  finiflied  by, the  hard 
labour  of  Colonel  Mercer  and  bis  little  garrifon,  with  the 
Edition  of  this  melancholy  circumftance,  that,'  if  befieged 
]>y  the  enemy  in  the  winter,  it  would  not  be  polfible  for 
his  friends  to  come  to  his  affiance.  Thus  ended  this 
year's  unfortui)ate  campaign,  during  which  the  French, 
yrith  the  affiftance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
fnurthers,  fcalping,  captivatipg,  and  laying  .wafte  the 
.  weftern-  frontiers  of  Vii^ginia  ai^l  pennfylyania,  during 
|l}C|?^e  winter.    ,  ... 


;,i:..l..,G00QIc 


HISTORY     OF    ENGLAND. 
^XX.  ITihe.itiiiii&ers  of'thetwo  janing  powers  mte 

f  very  bulily  employed  this   year  at  moll  of  the  courts  qf 
Europej  but  their tranladians  were  k£pt extremely  fccret. 

'  The  French  endeivouied  to  infpire  the  Spaniards  with 
A  jealoufy  of  theftrength  of  the  Englilh  by  fca,  efpecially 
in  America ;  and  the  Spanifli  court  feemed  inclined  to 
acceptof'theofficcof  mediator:  but  Mr,  Wall,  who  was 
pcrfcfily.well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  affairs  between 
England  and  F'ance,  feconded  the  KpreCentations  of  the 
Britifli  miAiftry,  which  demonllrated,  that,  however  wfl- 
<ling  Great- Britain  might  be  to  accept  of  the  mediation 
of  Spain,  (he  could  not  agree  to  any  fufpenfion  of  arnis 
<in  America,  which  France  inliftcd  on  as  a  preliminary 
condition,  without  hazarding  the  whole  of '  her  intereft 
ihere;  and  that  the  Captures  which  h^  been  made-by 
-theEnglifh  were  the  ncccfiury  coniequence  of  the  encroach  - 
ments  and  injoftice  t(f  tlie  Kreneh;  par^cntarly  in  that 
country.  Upon  'tlrfi'  "Vemonftrance,  all 'further- talk  of 
the  mediation  of  Spain  was  dropped,  and  the  miniffry  of  _ 
Verfailies'  had  recourfe  'to  the  princes  of  Germany; 
amongft  whom  ftje'El^ftor  of  Cologn  was ■foon- brought 
over  to  their  party,  fo  as  to  corlfent  tp  their  forming^  maga- 
zines in  his  territories  in  Wcrtphalia.  This  was  a  plain 
indication  of  their  ddfignagWH 'Hanover,  wbichtbey 
foon  after  made  his  Briiaiinick:  'Majefly,  who  was  theifat 
Hanover,  an  offer  of  rpartiig,-_  if  he  would  agree  to  certain 
conditions  of  neutralityfor  that  eleaoratc,  which  he  rc- 
je&ed-withdifdain.  Then  the  Count  D'Aubeterrc,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  France  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  pro- 
pofcd  a'fecret  negociation  with>Ae  mintftersbfthtfEmprcfe- 
■  Queen.  The  fecret  articles  of  thetreatyofPcterfburgfa, 
'treeween  the  two  cmpreffes,  fead-'ftipuhted  a  kind  of  par- 
■  tition  of  the  Prnffian  teirittJries,'  in.  cafe  that  prince  ffiobld 
infringe  the  treaty  of  Drefden  jbut'hJs  "firitannick-Ma- 
'jeAy,  though  often  invked;  YOA  always  refufed  to  agree 
■*o-9hyfuch'ftiptflatiott';  and  tficKing  of  Poland, '  howfo- 
ever  he  might  be  inclined  to  favour  thclchemej'idrd  not 
dare  to  avow  it  foimally,  till  matters  fhould  be  more  ripe 

for 
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tfijF  caBrying  k  linto 'cxteution.  The , jcqurt  flf  -\^ientnii 
whofe  favourite  ime^rure  this  wm^  jbSgiin  .tp,  liftsa-  to  , 
Ji>'>AubaKrre'6  anitnuatiOns,  -anil  by  d^gr^^s  enter«(l  into 
n^od  at  ions  with  him,  -Which,  in  tHe.qnd,  were  proJuc- 
tive  of  that  unnatural  confedetac.y  betvtr^Qit  the  .Empr^fe- 
Queen  and'ibeiCingiof  France,  Df^whioh  further  :riojice 
-will  be  taken  in  the  occurrences  of  ihc-next  year,  when 
'the  treity  between  them,  into  which  tjiey  afterwards  f<ju[fid 
means  fecretly  to  bring  the  Emprefs  of  Rujlia,  was  cqr^ 
-cludai  it  Verfailles. 

'  '^  XXI.  The  King  of -England  taitingit  for  graowd 
'thiitthe  Flinch  Jmiuld  ^invadeiianovei:,  in  confe^uenca 
-of  their  rupture  with  .Grqat-iBrilain,  which  feqnied  to.be 
rnear'arhand, itcganitD^t^e  ineafures^or  tbc.'defenfe  of  that 
'^U^fate.  '^O'this'cnd,  during , his  ft^y  ^tHanqv.ei:,  be 
concluded,  on  the  sighteentkof  June,  a  treaty  with, tbe 
■Lftridgrave'ofiH^eiCaflel,  hy.-wfaioh  hi»fei;eiiehighnelsen- 
^ged  to  hold  ihi rcadincfs,  during- four lyeara,  .ioi  his  Ma- 
jbHy'sfervi'te,  abody  of  leight  thoufand  own,  i<o  beem- 
■pl<iyed,  if  required,,  upon  iriiecondncnt,  or  ,m  Eritain  or 
Irdand;  but'iHit  on<boardthe  licet, .mbeyonditbeieai; 
-and  alfo,  if  his^Britannidc  Majegy.. flumld  judg;e  it  neceT- 
'fary  or  advantageous-for  his  iervio;,  to;fumi(h  andijoimto 
-this  body  of  eight  ^oufand  men,  'within'l^  months  after 
-ih^y  fiieuld  be  demanded,  ifour  thouiandLmorcT  df  ndit^h 
•feven  hundred  werctohdhorfo  or  dragoons,  and. each  rep- 
■inehf  of  infantry  toihave  two  iielxl  pieces  ofjcanobn*. 
■  "  ''Another 

"^  The  King,  6d  hi]  fide,  (iroiiHrcd  to  pi^  to  CliL  Lindgtave  far  theTe  fuc- 

rooun,  eighcj  crawBi  kiDEo,-,ky-w<7>of  leTyvnwitr,  for;  every ttejijia  »r 
,diagoon  duely-arrofd  and' moynnd,  and  thitiy  crowins  binco  for  every  foot 
.  foldierj  the  crown  Co' be  reckoned  at  fifty -thtWtols  of  Holland,'  or  ils^fo'ur 

■  fliimnga  and  nina  pence  afreii  toMhgTKnfelis/oiOMy  i-rtBalWW^ajHiiHa 

■  feoma  highnefs,  fti(  IheMgHtittamtanitmlfn/ikn  «ilukW»Md3(;of,  w.llmii- 
"dn4  and  fifty  ihourand   crowni  banca,  during  the  four  yeiri,  tacommesce 

fmm  the  day  dfTigning  the  treaty,  which Jubfidj;  wa» to  be  increafed to  three 
hundred  thoufand  crown!(  yearly,  .ftom'Vhe'tltte  rfreijuWnS  the'^opir' to 
tbetlme  of  their  entering  Into 'B'lTttfli.'pSiy;  iiUWcafe  of  tUsir'tMrlfl^r- 
inilTed,  thefaictfublidy  'ofthwe  hundred" 'th'oWsid  ortjwhf waslhen^torrfAte 
fpd  ^cont'inued  during  the  rcfldd^  fif  the  ^•nh":^  Giil  ff  tvAlVe  Aaiifluia'Jbeii 
"  ■    -      ■  ■')  \      -  .  i«ti« 
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BOOK  Another  treaty  wat  b^n  with  Rtiffia  about  the  fame 
_  time;  but  this  did  not  take-effe£t  during  his  Majefty*3 
17J5.  refidence  at  Hanover:  that  others  were  not  concluded 
was  the  more  furprifiiig>  as  our  fubfidy  treaty  with  Suony 
had  then  expired,  and  that  with  Bavaria  was  near  expiring, 
and-«£  the  ft  curing  of  thefe  two  princes  in  our  intercft  was 
at  leaft  as  neceSary  towards  forming  a  fufiicicnt  confede- 
racy upon  the  continent  for  the  defenle  of  Hanover,  as  it 
was  to  fccure  the  Landgrave  of  He^-Caflel.  If  the  reaibn 
of  their  not  being  engaged,  and  no  other  fcems  fo  proba- 
ble, was,  that  they  refuted  to  renew  their  treaties  with 
England  upon  any  terms,  all  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  they 
were  guilty  of  flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they  had  both  re- 
ceived a  fubfidy  from  this  kingdom  for  many  years  in 
time  of  peace,  when  they  neither  were  nor  could  be  of  ai^ 
fervice  to  the  imepeiit  of  Great-Briain. 

§  XXII.  On  the  fifteenth  of  July  an  exprefs  arrived 
from  Admir^  Bofcawcn,  with  an  account  of  his  having 
taken  (he  two  French  fhips  of  war,  the  Alcide  and  the 
Lys.  This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  expe<9ation  of 
the  court  of  France ;  for  had  they  apprehended  any  fuc^ 
attack,  they;  would,  not  have  ordered  Mr.  M'Namara  to  - 
.return  to  Brefl:  with  the  chief  part  of  their  fquadroni 
nor  was  it,  perhaps,  lefs  contrary  to  the  expe&ation  of 
.iiome  of  our.  own  miniftry  :  but  as  matters  had  been  car- 
ried fo  far,  it  was  then  too  late  to  retreat ;  and,  therefore, 
orders  were  foon  after  given  to  all  our  dips  of  war  to 
make  'reprifals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their  fhipi 
wherever  they  fliould  meet  them.  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
failed  from  Portfmolith  on  the  twenty-firft  of  July,  witft 
eighteen  fliips  of  ww,  to  watch  the  return  of  the  French 
fleet  from  America,  which,  however,  efcaped  him,  and 
arrived  at  Breft  on  the  third  day  of  September.  Commo- 
dore 
,  wnedtmtnded  udfuraj&ed,'tl)eru!iG^  wis  then  lobe  increaftdln  pr^ 
f(«ion!  udin  at  tbeJtiog  ef  Gmt-Britiin  (hould  at  «ny  time  think  fit 
tslcnd  hick  thefe  troopi,  bebre  the  txpiistion  of  the  tiMty,  notice  thereof 
wwto  bepyentolili  feraiehijhnefi  three  monthi  beforehind;  ene  mnnth'* 
^j  WBi  te  be  lUowed  them  for  thijr  return,  anil  the^  were  n  be  furatlheit 
Ccnisvjchthenecd&iytnDfponKffili. 
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Jore  Frankland  felled  from  Spithead  for  the  Weft-Indlw  ^*|*''' 
on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft  with  four  Ihips  of  war,  fur-  ^   i,'ii_i 
nilhed  with  orders  to  commit  hoftilities,  ai  well  as  to       i7SS> 
proicfb    our    trade    and   fugar-iHanda   from  any  tnfulc 
that  the  French  might  ollfer ;  and  the  Dulte  de  Mire- 
poix,  their  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  London,  fet  otit 
for  Paris  on  the  tweoty-fecond  of  July,  without  taking 
leave. 

^  XXIII.  A  war  being  thus  in  fome  meafurc  begun, 
his  Majefty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for  that  reafon,  to 
return  to  his  firiiifh  dominions  fooncr  than  ufual ;  for  he 
kft  Hanover  on  the  eighth  of  September,  and  arrived  on 
the  fifteenth  at  Kenfington,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance 
between  him  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  which  he  had 
begun  during  his  abfence,  was  concluded  on  the  thirtieth 
of  the  fame  month.  By  this  treaty  her  Ruffian  Majefty 
engaged  to  hold  in  leadinefs  in  Livonia,  upon  the  frontier* 
of  Lithuania,  a  body  of  troops  confifting  of  forty  i^ufand 
infantry,  with  the  necelTary  artillery,  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand  cavalry  ;  and  alfo  on  the  coafts  of  the  fame  province, 
forty  or  fifty  galleys,  with  the  neccflary  crews ;  to  be 
ready  to  a£t,  upon  the  firft  order,  in  his  Majefly's  fervice, 
in  cafe,  faid  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the  motl  remark- 
able, that  the  dominions  of  his  Britannick  Majel^  in 
Germany  fhould  be  invaded  on  account  of  the  interelb  or 
difputei  which  regard  his  kingdoms  ;  Tier  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty declaring  that  the  would  look  upon  fuch  an  invafion 
as  a  cafe  of  the  alliance  of  the  year  one  thoufand  fevcn  hun-. 
dred  and  forty-two ;  and  that  the  faid  dominions  fhould 
be  therein  comprifed  in  this  refpefl  :  but  neither  ihcfe 
troops  nor  gallies  were  to  be  put  in  motion,  unlefs  his 
Britannick  Majetly,  or  his  allies,  fhould  be  fomewhere 
attacked ;  in  which  cafe  the  Ruflian  general  fhould  march, 
as  foon  as  polfible  after  requifition,  to  make  a  diverfion 
with  thirty  thoufand  infantry  and  fifteen  thoufand  cavalry  ; 
and  fhould  embark  on  board  the  gallies  the  other  ten  thou- 
iand  infantry,  tomake,adefcent  accordingto  the  exigency 
»f  the  affair.  On  the  other  fide,  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty 
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Vfyot.  )c%ttigag«3  to pa7< to hch Ruffian- MajalbjUatutaaLli^ 
^  '.^  f  fidyof  an  hundred' Aonfimdpouwislhrling  a^year,  each,ycar 
>7SS.  to  be  paid' in  ailvance,  and  wbarackonsd'liioinitbedBy  06 
theexchange  of  ghe  raoHicalnonE^  to  the  doji  thaDthefe troops 
ibould  upon  re<}uiiiinon  narch  autof  RuIEb;  Irom  which 
day  the  afinual  ful)li(I}E  tn-  hnr  Imperial  MajeBy  was  to-  be 
live  hundred  thouiand  pounds' ftarling,  Ikx  be  paiilalwayst 
four  months  in  advance,  until  the  troops  (hould  return-  iiM» 
the  RnffionddRihiionsy  and  for  chres  month»afesr  their 
RturJi.  His  Briuniiick  Majeftv,  who  was  to  bs  a« 
liberty  to  fend  onec  evory  year  into  the  faid  province  ef 
l,ivi»ii3  3  commif&cy^  to'  fee  and  examioe  the  mimber  mA 
conditioti  of  the  faid  troops,  further  engaged,  that,,  in  cafe 
tter  Ruflian  Majefty  fliouliibe  difturbed  i»  this  diverlwii, 
oT  attacked' hn&If,  hewould  fufniJh  immediately  the  fuc- 
cour  HipulMod  in  tbe  treaty  of  ons  thoufand  feren  htmdreti 
and  folly -two;  and  that,  in  cafea  war  IbouM  breat:  out^ 
heWoold  fend  into  tibd  Bdtklba  fquodronof  bi»fliipB,  of  s 
force  fu  ha  biff  to  the  circumflances.  This  was  the  chief 
fubAancB  of  the  treaty,  which,  by  agFeemcnt  of  both 
parties,  was  to  febfill  for  four  years  from  (heexcbMige  of 
the  ratifications:  but  rn  the  fevemk  article  tbefe  words 
were  uniucfcily  inferted  :  "  Conlid^ring  ajfo  the  proximity 
of  the  countcies  wherein  the  diverfioH  in  queAion  will 
probaUy  be  made)  and  tbe  facility  her  troops  will  probably 
have  of  fubfifting  immediately  in  an  enemy's  couiitry^ 
flw  cakes  upon  herfelf  aloncj  during  Aich  a  diverfion,  the 
fubliftence  and  treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and 
land."  And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
all  the  plunder  the  Ruffian  army  fbould  take  from  the  ene^ 
my  (hould  belong  to  them.  That  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty,  whonow.  knew  enough  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  ht 
feniiblc  that  he  could  exped  no  affiflance  from  thence,  in 
cafe.his  German  dominions  were  invaded,  fliould  enter  inio 
^i>  convention  with  the  Emprels  of  Ruflia,  in  order  toi 
ftrengthen  his  defenfe  upon  the  continent,  was  exireindy 
natural ;  efpecially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in  great  friend- 
ftip Willi  her,  and hei tranfafiions  withthecaurtofFrancc 
4  had 


O't  0  K  G  E    rr.  4j» 

kadbeen  fofccMI,  by  paffing  tbmugli  only  that  of  Viftlttt,    c»*p-. 
thatJiehadnOCyetbeeninformedofrilenii  neither  had  the  .  ^._  1^ 
projtf):  of  the  treaty  of  Verfaillea  then  come  to  his  know-        1754. 
ledge,  or  to  that  of  the  King  of  Prilffia,-  nor  had  cither  of 
thefe  princes  yet  made  3»f  formal  advances  to  the  other. 

§  XXIV.  The  firft  intunation  that  appeared  pulriickly' 
of  the  negoebtions  of  France  with  the  Empreft  of  Germa-' 
ny,  vtaSy  when  the  French  minifter.  Count  d'AubeterrCf 
declared  at  Vienna,  "  That  the  warlike  defigna  with 
«  which  the  King  his  maftcrwaE  charged,  were  fofficiewly 
**  confuted  by  his  great  moderation,  of  wbiclt  all  Europe 
**  had  manifold  proofs :  that  his  Majiefly  was'  psrfuaded' 
**  this  groundlefs  charge  bad  given  as  m^ch  indignation 
*^  to  their  Imperii  Majefties  as  to  himfelf:  that  he  w» 
*<  firmly  refolved  to  preferve  to*  Cbrinendom  th^  tran- 
"  ^UrlKty  which' it  enjoyed  through  his  good  fakh,  in  re' 
"  ligiottdy  obfcrvifig  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  :  bat 
«<  ehfat  if  his  Britannick  MajeSy's  allies  Olould  take  part 
••  in  the  war  which  was  kindled  in  America,  by  furnifb'- 
**  ihg  fuccours  to  the  Englifb,  his  Majefty  would  beau- 
••  Ibc^ifed  to  conlidCr  and  treat  them  as  principals  in  it." 
France  likewife  made  the  fame  detlaration  to  other  Courts. 

§  XXV.  The  words  and  ftipolation  in  the  above  re- 
cited claufe,  in  the  feventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Great- 
Britain  with  RutTia,  were  looked  on  as  a  menace  levelled  at 
(lie  Kift^  of  Pruffia,  who,  having  fonue  time  after  found 
meaiis  io  procure  a  copy  of  this  treaty^  and  feeing  it  in  that 
lighty  boldly  declared,  by  his  mihilfers  at  all  the  Courts  of 
Bitropcj  that  he  would  oppofc  with  his  utmoft  force  the 
enterance  of  any  foreign  troops  into  the  empire,  under  any 
pretencb  whatever.  This  declaration  was  particularly 
difpteafing  to  the  French,  Who  had  already  marched  large 
libdtes  of  troops  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  and 
creeled  feveral  great  magazines  in  Wiftphalia,  with  (he 
pbmtidtdR  of  the  Elector  of  Gologn,  for  which  the  Englifh 
niihiAer  at  his  court  was,  in  Augttfl,  ordered  to  withdraw 
frdm  thence  without  taking  leave.  However,  as  foon  as  • 
this  declaration  of  the  King  of  Pniffia  was  notified  to  the 

coujt 

D,i:zectv  Google 


tilSTORV    OP    fcKQlANtl. 

court  of  Veif^llA,  tbej>  fent  an*ambaflidor  ejttratvdiinryf 
J  the  Duke  de  Nivemois,  to  Berlin,  to  try  to  perfuaile  his 
Majefty  to  retrad  bis  declaration,  and  enter  into  t  new 
Alliance  with  them.  His  Pruffian  Majelly  received  this 
ambafiador  in  fuch  a  nianncr  as  Teemed  to  denote  a  d'lCpa-i 
fition  to  agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propbfe.  This 
awakened  in  England  it  jealoufy  that  his  declaration  alone 
was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was  necellaiy  to  bring 
him  under  Tome  fblemn  engagement ;  efpecially  as  the 
French  had  by  this  time  a.  numerous  army  ii£ar  the  Lower 
Rhine,  with  magazines  pt-ovided  for  their  march  all  the 
way  to  Hanover  i  and  if  the  King  of  Pru(Ea  fu^ered  them 
to  pafs  through  his  dominion,  that  ele£lorate  muft  be  fwal-^ 
lowed  up  before  the  Ruffian  auxiliaiies  could  poffibly  be 
brought  thiiher,  or  any  army  be  formed  for  protecting  it*/ 
For  this  reafon  a'n^oclation  was  fet  on  foot  by  Great- 
-Brltain  at  Berlin ;  but  as  it  was  not  concluded  before  the 
beginning  of  the  next  year^  we  fhall  defer  entering  into 
the  particulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to  that  period. 

$  XXVI.  Mean  while  the  French  made  anotber  attempt 
upon  the  Court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complaining  of  th« 
taking  of  their  two  men  of  war  by  Bofcawen's  [quadron, 
before  any  declaration  of  war  was  madci  reprefenting 
it  as  a  moft  unjufliliable  proceeding,  which  threatened  a 
dijTolution  of  all  faith  amongft  nations.  This  produced  a 
ftrong  memorial  from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minifter  at 
thatcourt,  importing,  "  That  it  was  well  known  thatthe 
**  French  fleet  carried  troops,  ammunition,  and  every  thing 
'*  neceflary  for  defending  the  countries  which  the  French 
*♦  had  unjuftlyufurped  in  America,  and  of  which  tUe  Eng- 
"  li{b  claimed  the  property :  that  the  rules  of  felf-defenfe 
*<.  authorife  every  nation  to  render  fruitlefs  any  attempc 
"  that  may  tend  to  its  prejudice  :  that  this  right  bad  been 
U  made  ufe  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  (hips  of  war  j 
"  and  that  the  diAimfiion  of  place  might  be  interpreted  in 
**  favour  of  the  EngliQi,  feeing  the  twofliips  were  taken  on 
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than  of  the  MoR  Chiiniin  King,  knoving  with  what  cafe  and  rapidity  cbi* 
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*'  the  coafts  of  the  countries  where  the  contcft  arofe."  In 
aafwcr  to  this  oblervation,  the  French  giiniflerreprerented  t 
the  vaft  tiutnber  of  Ihips  that  had  been  Uken  in  the  £uro< 
pean  feai }  for  in  hQ  the  Englifh  ports  foon  began  to  be 
filled  with  them,  in  confequence  of  the  general  orders  for 
m^ing  reprifals.  But  tbe  court  of  Madrid  was  fo  far 
froiB  being  perfuaded  by  anything  he  could  fay,  that  it 
gave  his  Britannick  Majelly  ihe  ftrongcft  allurances  of  its 
friendlhip,  and  of  its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the  differ- 
ences between  him  and  France,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be  con- 
ciliatoryi  and  tending  toreftore  the  publick  tranquillity. 

§  XXVII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Bniannick  Majelly 
required,  as  King  of  Great-Britain,  the  auxiliaries  ftipulated 
to  him  by  treaty  from  the  Emprefs-Qucen.  But  thefe  were 
rcfufed,  under' pretence^  that  as  the  contell  between  him 
and  France  related  to  America  only,  it  was  not  a  cafe  of 
the  alliance  ;  though  at  the  fame  time  the  French  made  no 
fcruple  of  owning,  that  they  intended  to  make  a  powerful 
deicent  on  Great-Britain  early  in  the  fpring.  When,  a 
little  while  after,  France  being  employed  in  making  great 
preparations  for  a  land  war  in  Europe,  the  King  of  £ng- 
]0ad  required  her  to  defend  her  own  poiTelSonG,  the  Barrier 
in  the  Low  Countries,  with  the  number  of  men  ftipulated 
by  treaty,  which  countries,  acquired  by  Englifli  blood  and 
EngiiOl  treafure,  had  been  given  to  her  on  that  exprefs 
condition,  £he  declared  that  fhe  could  not  fpare  troops  for 
thatpurpofe^  on  accountofher  dangerous  enemy  the  King 
of  FruJGa  :  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  fecured  by  his 
aaty  wth  England,  Ihe  urged  that  as  a  reafon  for  her  al- 
liance with  France.  It  muft  be  owned,  however,  for  the 
bkeofhtltorical  truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reafon,  conA- 
dering  the  power,  the  genius,  and  the  charafter  of  that 
prince,  who  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufa rid  veterans.  It  muft  likewife 
be  owned  that  flie  undertook  to  procure  the  French  King's  : 
confent  to  a  neutrality  for  Hanover,  which  would  have 
effei^tually  fecured  that  elei^orate  from  the  invaHon  of  every 
Other  power  but  Pru£a  itfelf ;  and  it  is  no  ftraiped  con- 
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BOOK    jeflure  to  fuppofethat  the  dread  of  this  very  power  was  (tie 
'        true  fource  ofthoft  connexions  in  Germany,    which  en* 
1755.       tailed  fuch  a  ruinous  continental  w^r  upon  Great-Britain. 

§  XXVni.  Though  the  Englifh  continued  to  make 
reprifals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  Teas  of  America, 
6ot  alfoin  thofe  of  Europe,  by  takingevery  {hip  they  could 
meet  with,  and  detaining  them,  their  cargoes,  and  crews ; 
yet  the  French,  whether  from  a  confcioufneft  of  their 
want  of  power  by  fca,  or  that  they  might  have  a  more 
^Taufible  plea  to  reprefent  England  as  the  aggrcflbr,  were 
fo  far  from  returning  thefe  hoftilities,  that  their  fleet,  which 
ricapcd  Sir  Edward  Hawkc,  having,  on  thcthirteenthof 
Auguft,  taken  the  Blandfotd  fliip  of  war,  with  Governor 
Lyttelton  onboard,  going  to  Carolina,  they  fet  the  Gover- 
nor at  liberty,  as  foon  as  the  court  was  informed  of  the 
flip's  being  brought  into  Nantes,  and  fhortly  after  rereafed 
both  the  fliip  and  crew.  However,  at  the  fame  time,  their 
preparations  for  aland  war  ftill  went  on  with  great  diligence, 
and  their  utmoft  arts  and  efForts  were  fruitlefly  exerted  ta 
perfuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  to  join  with  tbem  a^ainft 
Great- Britain. 

§  XXIX.  In  England  the  preparations  by  fea  became 
greater  than  ever ;  feveral  new'  fliips  of  war  were  put  in 
commiffion,  and  many  others  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the 
government :  the  exportation  of  gunpowder  was  forbid : 
the  bounties  to  featnen  were  continued,  and  the  number 
of  thofc  that  either  entered  voluntarily,  or  were  preiled, 
mcreafed  daily,  as  d!id  alfo  the  captures  from  the  French, 
among  which  was  the  Efperance,  of  ieventy  gunS,  taken 
as  fhe  was  going  from  Rochefort  to  Breft  to  be  manned. 
The  larid  forces  of  Great-Britain  were  likewife  ordered  to 
be  augmented  j  feveral  new  regiments  were  raifed,  and  all 
}ialf'pay  officers,  and  the  out-peniioners  behtnging  to 
Chelfca-hofpJtaJ.weredireaedto  fend  in  their  names,  ages, 
and  time  of  fervice,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  yet 
able  to  fcrve  might  be  employed  again  if  wanted.  The 
Englifh  navy,'  fo  early  as  in  the  month  of  September  of  this 
y^axjconliftcdef  one ihip  of  an  hundred  and  teti  guns, five  of 
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an  hundred  guns  each,  thirteen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,' 
five  of  feventy-four,  twenty-nine  of  feventy,  four  of  fixty- 
fix,  oneof  fixty-four,  thirty-three  of  fixty,  three  of  fifty- 
four,  twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty-four,  thirty-five 
of  forty,  and  forty-two  of  twenty,  four  floops  of  war  of 
eighteen  gum  each,  two  of  fixteen,  eleven  of  fourteen, 
thirteen  of  twelve,  and  one  of  ten,  befides  a  great  number 
of  bomb-ketches,  fire-fiiips,  and  tenders  ;  a  force  fufBcienC 
tooppofethe  united  maritime  ftrength  of  all  the  powers  in 
Europe ;  whilft  that  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  and  includingthe  {hips  then  upon  the  flocks,  amount- 
ed to  no  more  than  fix  Ihips  of  eighty  guns,  tweniy-one  of 
feventy-folir,  one  of  feventy-two,  four  offtventy,  thirty- 
one  of  fixty-four,  two  of  fixty,  fix  of  fifty*  and  thirty-two 
frigates. 

§  XXX.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  the  parliament  met, 
and  his  Majefty  opened  the  feilian  with  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  he  acquainted  thcm^"  That  the  mod 
"  proper  meafures. had  been  taken  toproteftour  pofTeflions 
"  in  America,  and  to  regain  fuch  parts  thereof  as  had 
«  been  encroached  upon,  or  invaded  j  that  to  preferve  hia 
"  people  from  the  calamities  of  war,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
*'  a  general  war  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe,  he  had 
(*  been  always  ready  to  accept  reafonable  and  honourable 
*'  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that  none  fuch  had  been 
"  propofed  by  France:  that  he  had  alf«  confined  his  views 
"  and  operations  to  hinder  France  from  making  new  en- 
••  croachments,  or  fupporting  thofe  already  made  j  to  exert 
*'  bis  people's  right  to  a  fatisfaflion  for  hoftilitics  commit- 
"  ted  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  difappoint  fuch 
*'  defigns,  as,  from  various  appearances  and  preparations^, 
<''therc  was  reafon  to  think  had  been  formed  againfl;  his 
**  kingdoms  and  dominions :  that  the  King  of  Spain 
*'  earneftly  wilhed  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tran- 
*' quillity,  and  had  given  affurances  of  his  intention  to 
**  continue  in  thefame  pacifick  fentiments :  thathehim- 
**  felf  had  greatly  increafedhii  naval  armaments,  and  aug- 
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**inented  his  land  forces  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  tw 
«  Icaft  burthenfome ;  3nd>,finally,  that  he  had  concluded  » 
« treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  RufEa,  and  another  with  the 
««  Landgrave  of  HeSe-Caflel,  which  (hould  be  laid  before 
•*  them." 

§  XXXI.  In  anfwer  to  this  fpeach,  both  Houfes  vote* 
mt^  loy^l  addrefles,  but  not  without  a  warm  oppofitioHr 
in  each,  to  fomc  of  the  particular  expreffions,  for  it  having 
been-  propofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  infert  in  their  ad- 
drefs  the  words  following,  vizi  *'  That  they  looked  upoa 
**  themfelves  as  obliged,  by  the  (Irongeft  ties  of  duty,  grati- 
"  tudc,  and  honour,  to  ftand  by  and  flipport  his  Majcfty 
*»  in  all  fuch  wife  and  neceflary  meafures  and  engage* 
«  mentS'  as  his  Majefty  might  have  taken  in  vindicaiioit 
"  of  the  rights  of  his  crown^  or  to  defiat  any  attempts 
*•  which- might  be  made  by  France,  in-  rerentment  for 
**  fuch  meafures,  and  to  alfift  his  MajefVy  in  difappointing 
•'  or  repelling  all  fuch  enterprifes  as  might  be  formed,  not 
**  only  agiunft  his  kingdoms,  but  alfo  againft  an^  other  of 
**  his  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
**  Great- Britain)  in  cafe  they  Oiould  be  attacked  on  aC' 
**  count  of  (he  part  which  his  Majefly  had  taken  for  main- 
**  taining  the  eflential  interefls  of  his  kingdoms  i"  the 
inferting  of  thefe  words  in  their  addrefs  was  oppofed  bjF 
Earl  Temple,  and  feveral  other  lords  j  becaufe,  by  thefirit 
part  of  them,  they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties  with 
RuJEa  and  Hefle-CaiTel,  neither  of  which  they  had  erer 
ieen,  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  either  of  them  could  be 
of  any  advantage  to  this  nation  ;  and  by  the  fccond  part  of 
thefe  words  it  feemed  to  be  refolved  to  engage  this  natioi^ 
in  a  continental  connexion  for  the  defenfe  of  Hanover, 
which  it  was  impolfible  for  England  to  fupportj  and  which 
would  be  fo  far  from  beingof  any  advantage  to  it  at  fea, 
or  in  America,  that  it  might  at  laQ  difable  the  nation  from 
defending  itfelf  in  cither  of  thofe  parts  of  the  world;  But 
upon  putting  the  queftion,  the  inferting  of  thefe  words  was 
agreed  to  by  a  great  majority,,  and  accordingly  they  flaod 
3a  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  ocGaAon. 

5  §xxxir. 
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§  XXXII.  To  this  remarkable  addrefs  his  Majefty  tt~ 
turned  the  following  as  remarkable  an fwer :  "  My  lords, 
"•*  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanki  for  this  dutiful   and  af-       17,55. 
**  fe^ionate  addrels.     1  fee,  with  the  greateft  fatisfa£tioa, 
**  the  zeal  you  exprefs  Tor  my  perlbn   and  government, 
**  and  for  the  true  intereft  of  your  country,  which  I  am 
^*  determined  to  adhere  to.    The  aflurances  which  you  give 
■*'  me  for  the  defenfe  of  my  territories  abroad  are  a  firong 
«  proof  of  your  affeSion  for  me,  and  regard  for  my  honouip 
"•*  Nothing  fliall  divert  me  from  purfuing  thofc  meafuret 
**  which  will  efFeftually  mainCaiD  the  polTeffions  and  rights 
*'  of  my  kingdoms,  and  procure-reafonable  and  honourably 
*'  terms  of  accommodation,"— The  addrefs  of  the  Houfc  of 
Commons  breathed  thefarae-fpiritofzeal  and  gratitude,  and 
-was  full  of  the  warmeft  aflurancee  of  a  ready  fupport  of  hit 
Majefly,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions,  jf  attacked  in  refent* 
4nenc  of  his  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  crown  and  king> 
flom;  and  his  Majefly's  anfwerio  it  was  lothe  fame  elFe^  as 
that  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,     The  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame 
■words,   relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his  Majelly, 
■and  to  the  defenfe  of  his  foreign  dominions,  were  propofed 
-to  be  mferted  in  this  addrefs,  which  was  oppofed  by  Wil> 
iiamPitt,  Efq.  then  paymafter  of  hi»Majefty'a  forces;  the 
Right  Hon.  Hei>ry  Legge,  Efq.  then  chancellor  and  under- 
treafurer  of  his  Majedy's  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the  cooi* 
inil&oners  of  the  Treafury ;  and  by  feveral  other  gentle- 
men  in  high  polls  under  the   government,  as  well  as  by 
anany  others :  but,  upon  putting  the  quetlion,  it  was  bjr 
A  confiderable  majority  agreed  to  infert  the  words  objected 
to;    and  very  foon  after,  Mr,  Pjtt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  moft, 
if  not  all,  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  ihe  oppo- 
sition, wefe  difmiffed    from  their  employments.     In    the 
mean  time,  a  draft  came  over  from  Ruflia  for  part  of  the 
new  fubfidy    ftipulated  'to  that  crown ;   but    fome  of  the 
sniuiftry,  who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  refufed 
<to  pay  it,  at  leaft  before  the  treaty  ibould  be  approved  of 
j^jr  jtarliamcntt 
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BOOK  §  XXXIII.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  had  not  been  long 
1^  '  J  in  poITeinon  of  the  office  of  fecretary  of  (late,  before  it  wai 
»7J5.  generally  perceived,  that,  though  an  honeft,  well-meaning 
man,  and  a  favourite  with  the  King,  his  abilities  were  not 
equal  to  the  functions  of  that  pod.  Much  lefs  were  they 
fo  at  this  jundure,  when  the  nation  was  on  the  point  of 
being  engaged  in  a  difficult  and  expenfivc  war,  and  plunged 
into  foreign  mcafurcs  and  connexions,  which  would  re- 
quire the  utmofl  (kill  of  an  able  politician  to  render  them 
palatable  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr,  Fox,  though 
they  fcarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other  particular;  had  ge- 
nerally united  in  oppofing  hts  meafures,  and  their  fuperior 
influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  univerfally 
acknowledged  abilities,  though  of  very  different  kinds,  had 
always  prevailed,  uncommon  as  it  was,  to  fee  two  pcrfons 
*  who  held  confiderable  places  under  the  government,  one 
of  them  being  paymafter-general,  and  the  other  fecretary 
at  war*  oppofe,  upon  almoft  every  occafion,  a  fecretary  of 
fiate,  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and  fpeak  the  fentimcnCs 
of  his  mafter.  Sir  Thomas  himfelf  foon  grew  fenlible  of 
his  want  of  fufficient  weight  in  the  fenate  of  the  nation ; 
and  therefore,  of  his  own  accord,  on  the  tenth  of  Novem- 
ber, wifely  and  dutifully  refigned  the  fcaU  of  his  office  to 
his  Majefty,  who  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  ap- 
pointed  Sir  Thomas  matlerof  the  wardrobe,  with  a  penfion 
to  him  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  to  his  fons. 
I<ord  Barrington  fucceedcd  Mr.  Fox  as  fecretary  at  «(ar; 
and  foon  after  Sir  George  Lyttclton  was  made  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  a  lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Legge,  who  had  declared  himfelf  againfl  the  new 
continental  fyftem.  However,  notwithftanding  thefe 
changes  in  the  miniftry,  very  warm  debates  arofe  in  both 
Houfes,  when  the  treaties  of  RuEa  and  Hcire-Caffel  came 
to  be  confidercd  by  them :  feme  of  the  members  were  for 
referring  them  to  a  committee  *,  but  this  motion  was  over- 
ruled, in  c'onfideration  of  hisMajefiy's  having  engaged  ih 
them  to  guard  againft  a  ftorm  that  feemcd  ready  to  break 
upon  bis  electoral  dotniiiions,  merely  on  account  of  our 
quarrel 
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parrel  with  the  French.     They  were  at  length  approved    *^"*P" 
of  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen  againft  one  ^  ,  _  .' ,  ^ 
hundred  and  twenty-fix,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  and       Jjss- 
by  eighty-four  againft  eleven,  in  the  Hotife  of  Lords, 

§  XXXIV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  proceeded  (o 
provide  for  the  fervice  of  the  cnfutng  year,  and  for  the 
deficiencies  of  the  provifions  for  the  former.  Fifty  thoit- 
fand  feamen,  including  mne  thoafand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  marines,  were  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
November,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
liundred  and  fifty-fix,  togetherwith  two  millions  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  for  t+ieir  maintenance,  and  thirty- 
Tour  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixiy-three  land  foldiers, 
with  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  huridred  and 
three  pounds,  fix  fhillings,  and  nine  pence  for  their  fup- 
port.  An  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  voted  as  a  fub- 
iidy  to  the  Lmprefs  of  Ruifia ;  fifty-four  thoufand  one 
,  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  twelve  fhillings,  and  fix- 
pence  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc-Caffcl ;  and  ten  thoufiind 
pounds  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, 

•§  XXXV.  During  thefetranfaaions,  the  publick  was 
overwhelmed  with  conflernation,  by  the  tidings  of  a  dread- 
ful earthquake,  -which,  on  the  firft  of  November,  fhook  all 
Spain  and  Portuga),  -and  many  other  places  in  Europej 
and  laid  the  city  of  Lifbon  in  ruins.  When  the  news  of 
this  great  calamity  firft  reached  England,  it  was  feared  the 
coirfequences  of  it  might  afieit  our  publick  credit,  confi-' 
Jering  tbe.vaft  intereft  which  the  Englifh  merchants  had 
in  the  Portuguefe  trade  ;  but,  fortunately,  it  afterwards 
proved  inconfiderable,  in  comparifoH  of  what  had  been  ap- 
iprehended  :  the<[uarterin  which  the  Englifh  chiefly  lived, 
and  where  they  had  their  warehoufes,  hiving  fuffered  the 
Jeari  of  any  partof  the  city  ;  and  moftof  the  Fnglifti  mer- 
ohants  then  refiding  there,  together  with  their  families, 
being  at  their  country  houfes,  to  avoid  the  infulls  to  which 
chey  might  have  teen  expofed  from  the  Portuguefe  popu- 
lace, during  [he  celebration  of  their  Auta-ih-f*,  which  was 
Jtcpt  that  very  day.  The  two  firft  ihocki  of  this  dreadful 
■   -  ^  ^  f  yifitatiojqi 
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vifiuHOn  continued  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  after  vluch 
,  the  water  of  the  river  T^us  rofe  perpendicularly  abajrc 
twenty  feet,  and  fubfided  to  its  natural  bed  in  \eb  Uian  a 
minute.  Great  numbers  of  houfes,  of  which  this  city  then 
contained  about  thirty>fix  thoufand,  extending  in  length 
near  fix  oiiles,  inform  of  a  crefcent^  on  the  alcent  of  ahill,, 
upon  the  north  dioK  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  T;^ui, 
within  nine  miles  from  the  ocean,  were  thrown  down  1^ 
the  repeated  commotions  of  the  earth,  togetherwith  leveral 
magnificent  churches,  monaderies,  and  publtck  buildings. 
Sut  what-entirely  completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  moft 
opulent  capital  of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  was  a  devour- 
ing conflagration,  partly  fortuitous  or  natural,  but  chiefly 
occafioned  by  a  fet  of  impioua  villains,  who,  unawed  by 
the  tremendous  fee ne  at  that  very  inftant  paffing  before 
their  eyes,  with  a  wicked  nefs  fcarcely  to  be  credited,  fetfire 
even  to  the  falling  edifices  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  to 
increafe  the  general  confufion,  that  they  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  to  rob  and  plunder  their  already  defolated 
fellow -citizens.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  which  Lifbon  was  then  fuppoled  to  contun, 
about  ten  thoufand  perifhed  by  this  calamity ;  and  the  fur- 
vivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  apd  deflitute  even 
ofthe  neceflariesof  life,  were  forced  to  feek  fbrihelteria 
the  open  fields. 

§  XXXVI.  As  foon  as  his  Majefly  received  an  account 
of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  ambaflador  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  he  fent  a  meffage  to  both  Houfes  of  parliament, 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  acquainting  them 
therewith,  and  dcfiring  their  concurrence  and  aCHltance  to- 
wards fpeedily  relieving  the  unhappy  fofferers  j  and  the 
parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  Britifh  hu- 
manity, unanimoufly  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
a  gif[  of  an. hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  diilrefled 
people  of  Portugal.  A  circumllance  which  enhances  the 
merit  of  this  aflion  is,  that  though  the  Engliih  thcmfelvei 
were,  at  that  very  time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  confider- 
f  ble  part  of  the  fum  was  fe^t  in.  corn,  fiour,   rice,  and  a 
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largcquantityofbeef  from  Ireland:  fupplies  which  came    chap. 
very  Jeafoiubly   for  the  poor   Portuguefe,  who  were  in  ■         '    , 
a^ual  want  of  theneceflaries  of  life.     Their  king  was  fo       1755. 
xffe£led  by^this  intlance  of  Brltifbgenerofity,  that,  tofliow 
bia  gratitude  for  the  timely  relief,  he  ordered  Mr.  Caftres, 
the  BritiCh  relident  at  his  court,  to  give  the  preference}  in 
the  diflribittion  ofthefc  fupplies,  to  the  firitifh   fubje^ls 
who  had  futFered  by  the  earthquake  :  accordingly,   about 
a  thirtieth  part  of  the  provifions,  and  two  thoufand  pounds  , 

in  money,  were  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe ;  and  his  Por- 
tuguefe Majefly  returned  his  thanks,  in  very  warm  terms^ 
to  the  Sritifb  crown  and  nation. 

§  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invalion  of 
thefe  kingdoms  by  the  French  increafing  daily;  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  Lord  fiarrington,  as  fecre- 
taryat  war,  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  eftimate  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  ten  new  regiments  of  foot,  over  and  above 
the  thirty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  land 
ibldiers  before  ordered  to  be  raifed ;  and  a  fum  of  ninety-one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  {hillings,  • 
was  voted  for  thefe  additional  forces :  upon  another  eflimate 
prefented.a  little  after  by  the  fame  lord,  and  founded  upon 
the  fame  reafons,  for  railing,  for  the  further  defenfe  of  the 
kingdom,  eleven  troops  of  light  dragoons,  forty-nine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  poilnds,  eleven 
Ihiliings,  and  three  pence,  were  voted  for  the  enfuing 
yearj  together  with  eighty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  ■ 
and  feventy- eight  pounds,  Itxteen  fliillings,  for  a 
regiment  of  foot  to  be  raifed  in  North- America; 
two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-four  pounds,  feven teen  Ihiliings,  and  ten  pence 
half-penny,  for  the  maintenance  of  our  forces  already- 
eftablilhed  in  our  American  colonies;  and  feventy-nlne 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  fix  Oiillings,  for 
fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  to  ferve  in  North-Ame- 
rica and  the  Eaft-Indies.  Belides  all  thefe  fupplies, 
Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  pre  fen  ted  to 
(he.Houfe  a  melTage  from  the  King,  defiting  them  to  take 
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into  conlideration  the  faithful  fcrvices  of  the  people  of 
,  Ncw-Enghnd,  and  of  fome  other  parts  of  North -America  j 
upon  which  one  hundred  and  £fteen  thoufand  pounds  more 
were  voted,  and  five  thoufand  poufids  as  a  reward  to  Sir 
William  Johnfon  in  particular.  In  Ihort,  including  feveral 
other  fiirns,  as  well  for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  the  army 
and  navy,  as  for  a  fubfidy  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thou- 
fand Tour  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  two  Ihillings, 
and  fjx-pence,  for  Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  two  laft 
articles  further  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter,  the  whole  of 
thefupptiea  granted  by  parliament  in  this  feffion  amounted 
to  feven  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds,  four  {hillings,  and  fix- 
pence  three  farthings.  For  raifing  this  fum,  befides  the 
malt-tax,  and  the  land-tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound, 
the  whole  produce  of  the  finking-fund,  from  the  fifth  of 
January  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  ti]J  it 
Jhould  amount  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thoufandnine  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  eleven  (hillings, 
and  eleven  pence  halfpenny,  was  ordered  to  be  applied 
thereunto;  together  with  a  million  to  be  raifed  by  loans, 
or  Exchequer- bills,  at  three  per  cent,  intereil ;  one  million 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of 
Tcdeemabie  annuities,  at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  five 
hundred  -thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  a  lottery,  at  three 
per  cent.  All  which  fums,  with  eighty-three  thoufand  four  ' 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  (hillings,  and  five  pence 
half-penny,  then  remaining  in  the  Exchequer^  amounted 
to  feven  millitjns  four  hundred  and  twenty-feven  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fixty-one  pounds,  five  {hillings,  and  fnen 
pence. 

§  XXXVin.  The  claufe  inferted  in  the  mutiny  bill  laft 
year,  fubjefting  al!  officers  and  foWiers  raifed  in  America, 
by  authority  of  the  refpeflive  governors  or  government! 
there,  to  the  fame  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  fame 
penalties  and  puni{hments,  as  the  Britifl,  forces  were  liabU 
to  i   the  afl  paflcd  at  the  fame  time  for  regulaiijig  the "  ma- 
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rinc' forces,  while  on  fliore  ;  and  that  for  the  more  fpeedy    C  H  a  P. 

and  efTeftual  manning  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  were  not  only  .  _  '  f 
confirmednow;  butitwas  further  enadted,  with  refpefl  to  1755. 
this  laft,  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efFc^lual  re- 
cruiting of  his  Majefty's  land-forces.  That  the  commif- 
lioners  appointed  by  the  prefent  a£t  fliould  be  empowered  to 
raifeand  levy,  within  their  refpeitive  jurifdiflions,  fuch 
.  able  bodied  men  as  did  not  follow  any  lawful  calling  or 
employment :  or  had  not  fome  other  lawful  and  fulEcient 
fupport;  and  might  order,  wherever  and  whenever  they 
pleafed,  a  general  fearch  to  be  made  for  fuch  perfons,  ia 
order  to  their  being  brought  before  them  to  be  examined; 
nay,  that  the  parifti  or  town  officers  might,  without  any 
fuch  order,  fearch  for  and  fecure  fuch  perfons,  in  order  to 
convey  them  before  the  faidqommiffioners  to  be  examined: 
That  if  any  three  commiinoners  (hould  find  any  perfon,  lb 
brought  before  them,  to  be  within  the  above  defcription;  and 
if  the  recruiting  officer  attending  fhould  judge  him  to  be 
a  man  fit  for  his  Majefly's  fervJce,  they  fhould  caufe  him  to 
be  delivered  to  fuch  officer,  who  might  fecure  him  in  any 
place  of  fafety  provided  by  the  juftices  of  peaCe  for  that 
purpofe,  or  even  in  any  publick  prifon  ;  and  that  every 
fuch  man  was  from  that  time  to  be  deemed  a  liHed  foldier, 
and  not  to  be  takfen  out  of  his  Majefty's  fervice  by  any  pro- 
cefj,  other  than  for  fome  criminal  matter.  Nothing 
could  more  plainly  fllow  either  the  zeal  of  the  parliament 
for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  or  their  confidence 
in  thejijftice  and  moderation  of  our  miniftry,  than  their 
■  agreeing  to  this  a£l,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  till  the 
end  of  the  next  feflion :  and  which,  in  the  hands  of  a 
wicked  and  enterprifing  adminiftration,  might  have  been 
made  fuch  an  ufe  of,  as  would  have  been  inconfiftent  witli 
that  fecutity  which  is  provided  by  our  happy  conftitutioti 
for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjetS. 

§  XXXIX.  The  next  objefl  of  the  immediate  attention 
of  parliament  in  this  feffion  was  the  raifing  of  a  new  regi- 
ment of  foot  in  North-America ;  for  which  purpofp  the 
fum  of  ejghty-ohc  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-eight 

■"  "    '  '  pounds, 
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BOOK  [)ounds,  iixteen  flitllingg,  to  which  the  eftimate  thereof 
^_  "''._,  amounted,  was  voted.  This  regiment,  which  was  to  coii'. 
I75J.  '  (id  of  four  battalions  of  a  thoufand  men  each,  was  intended 
to  be  raifcd  chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swifs,  who,  foe 
many  years  paft,  had  annually  transported  themrelves  in 
great  numbers  to  the  Britifh  plantations  in  Atherica,  where 
wade  lands  had  been  aSgned  them  upon  the  frontiers  of  the 
provinces;  but,  very  injudicioufly,  no  care  had  been  takea 
to  intermix  them  wit)i  the  Englifh  inhabitants  of  the  place. 
To  this  citcumftance  it  is  owing,  that  they  have  continued 
to  correfpond  and  converfe  only  with  one  another ;  (o  that 
■  very  few  of  them,  even  of  ihofc  who  have  been  born  theie^ 
have  yet  learned  to  fpeak  or  underftand  the  Englifh  tongue. 
However,  asthey  were  allzealous  proteftants, and  ingener<d 
flrong,  hardy  men,  and  accuflomed  to  the  climate,  it  was 
judged  that  a  regiment  of  good  and  faithful  foldiers  might  be 
taifed  out  of  them,  particularly  proper  to  oppofe  the  French : 
but  to  this  end  it  was  neceffary  to  appoint  ibme  officen* 
efpecially  fubalter ns,  who  underflood  military  difcipMne,  and 
could  fpcalc  the  German  language ;  and  as  a  fufiicient  num- 
ber of  fuchcould  not  be  found  among  the  Englifhofficers, it 
was  nccelTary  to  bringover  and  grant  commiffions  to  fevcrai 
German  and  Swils  officers  and  engineers  :  but  as  thi${lcp,by 
thea^offettlemcnt,  could  not  be  takenwithout  the  authority 
of  parliament,  an  a6l  was  now  pafTed/or  enabling  his  Majefty 
to  grant  commiHions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  pro- 
teftants,  who  had  ferved  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers,  to 
aft  and  ranlc  as  officers  or  engineers  in  America  only.  An 
a^'was  likewife  pafTed  in  this  fefllon,  ftri£tly  forbidding, 
under  pata  of  death,  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefls  to  ferve 
as  officers  undertheFrench  King,  or  to  inlift  as  foldiers 
'  in  his  fervicc,  without  his  Majefty's  previous  licenfe;  and 
alfofor  obliging  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubje(f1s  asfhould,  in 
time  to  come,  accept  of  commtffions  in  the  Scotch  brigade 
in  the  Dutch  fcrvice,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
abjuration,    on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  hundred  pounds. 

§  XL.  As  it  had  been  refolved,  in  the  beginning  of   the 

preceding  fummer,  to  build  veffelsof  force  upon  the  laks 
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Ontario^  an  ad  was  now  pilled  for  extending  the  maritime 
]aw3  of  England,  relating  to  the  government  of  his  Majefty's 
fliips  and  forces  by  fes,  to  fuch  officers,  feamen,  and  others, 
as  Ihould  ferve  on  board  his  Majefty's  fhips  or  veflels  em- 
ployed upon  the  hkea,  great  waters,  or  rivers,  in  North- 
America  :  and  alfo,  but  not  without  oppofitlon  to  this  laft, 
for  the  better  recruiting  of  his  Majcfty's  forces  upon  the 
continent  of  America :  to  which  end,  by  a  new  claufe  now 
added  to  a  former  ad,  a  recruiting  officer  was  empowered 
to  inlift  and  detain  an  indented  fervant,  even  though  his 
mafter  fhould  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the  mailer  fuch 
a  fum  as  two  jullices  of  peace  within  the  precln£t  {hould 
adjudge  to  be  a  reafonable  equivalent  for  the  original  pur- 
chaJe-money^  and  the  remaining  time  fuch  fervant  might 
have  to  ferve, 

§  XLI,  The  inteftine  broils  of  Ireland  were  happily 
compofed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  management  of  the 
Marquis  of  Hartington,  lord-Ileutenant  of  that  kingdom. 
By  his  fleady  and  dllinterelled  conduct,  his  candour  and  hu- 
manity, the  Irifc  were  not  only  brought  to  a  much  better 
temper,  even  among  themfelves,  than  they  were  before 
their  late  outrageous  riots  and  dangerous  difTentions  hap- 
pened} but  alfo  prevailed  upon  to  acqulefce  in  the  mea- 
fures  of  England,  without  this  lall  being  obliged  to  give  up 
any  one  point  of  her  fuperiority.  The  leading  men  in  che 
jiarllament  of  Ireland  were  the  firft  that  conformed:  and 
thoughthe  ferment  continued  very  high  for  fome  time  after 

.  among  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  people,  it  was  at 
length  entirely  allayed  by  the  wlfdom  of  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, and  the  excellent  laws  which  he  encouraged  and 
paffed  fot  the  benefit  of  that  nation.*     The  P  of 

Ireland, 
•  Among  other  objeflj  of  the  attention  of  the  legiftature  ofthit  conntrf,  ten 
Aoufinil  pound!  iTire  grinted  for  making  the  riier  Nate  navigable  from  the 
city  of  Kilkenny  to  the  towa-of  Inueliilge;  twenty  thaufiDd  pounils  toward* 
carrying  on  aninlind  naiigstion  /torn  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon  ; 
four  thoufind  pounds  fof  malting  the  river  Newry  navigablej  a  thoufand  pound* 
B-yeat  for  euro  years,  forthc  encoangementofEnglilh  ptoteftantfchoota)  ft- 
verai  fuini,  tobcdiftribacedin  premium!,  forthe  encoaragemencof  the  cun- 

'  kilek,  hempen,  and  flaxen  manufaaurei ;  and  three  hundred  thonfind  pound* 
to  hii  Majefty,  loivardi  fuppoiting  the  reveril  branchei  of  the  eftiblilhaientt 
«i)dfBi^»;ii)(tliec;^ilftlofttie  govcnunenC  foi  CVfO  years. 
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B  ?,P  ^    Ireland,  who  had  been  very  bufy  in  fomenting  many  of  th« 

^^      '      I  late  diflurbances,  was,  by  his  Majefly's  command,  ftruck 

I7SS*       oiFthe  llfl:  of  privy-counfellors  ;    and   the  greateft  part  of 

thofe patriots,  whom  faflion  had  turned  out  of  theirem- 

ployments  there,  wcre  Te-inflatecl  with  honour. 

§  XLII.  The  parliament  of  England,  which  had  ad- 
journed on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  met  again; 
An.  1756J  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  thirteenth  of  January,  and 
the  Lords  on  the  nineteenth.  On  the  iixteench  of  the 
fame  month,  the  treaty  between  his  Britannick  Majefty 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia  was  figned,  importing.  That,  for 
the  defenfe  of  their  common  country,  Germany,  and  in 
order  to  preferve  her  peace  and  tranquillity,  which  it  was 
feared  was  in  danger  of  being  dillurbed,  on  account  of 
the  difputcs  in  America ;  the  two  kings,  for  that  end  only, 
entered  into  a  convention  of  neutrality,  by  which  they  re- 
riprocally  bound  themfelves  not  to  fuffer  foreign  troops 
of  any  nation  whatfoever  to  enter  Into  Germany,  or  pafs 
"through -It,  during  the  troubles  aforefaid,  and  the conft- 
quences  that  might  refult  from  ihem ;  but  to  oppofe  the 
fame  with  their  utmoft  might,  in  order  to  fecure  Germany 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  fundamental 
laws  and  confiitutions,  and  preferve  her  peace  unlnter- 
lupted.  Thus,  the  late  treaty  with  Ruffia  was  virtually 
renounced.  Their  Majefties,  moreover,  fcifed  this  fa- 
vourable opportunity  toadjuft  the  differences  that  had  fub- 
fified  between  them,  in  relation  to  the  remainder  of  the 
Silefia  loan  due  to  the  fubjcfls  of  his  Britannick  Majefly, 
and  the  indemniiication  claimed  by  the  fubje£is  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  for  their  lofles  by  fea  during  the  late  war  j 
{0  that  the  attachment  laid  on  the  faid  debt  was  agreed  to 
be  taken  off,  as  foon  as  the  ratiiication  of  this  treaty  {hould 
be  exchanged. 

^  XLill.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  January  the  Houfe  took 
into  confideration  the  laws  then  in  being,  relating  to  the 
tnilitia,of  this  kingdom  ;  and,  finding  them  lAfuflicient, 
ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared,  and  brought  in,  for  the 
better  regulating  of  the  militia  forces  iathefereial  coun- 
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ties  of  England.     A  bill  was  accordingly  prepared  to  that    chap. 
eftefl,  and  prefented  to  the  Hbufe  on  the  twelfth  of  March  ^         '  _, 
by  the  Hon.   Charles  Townftiend,  Efq.   who,  tohisho'       1756. 
nour,  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  it.     After  receiv- 
ing many  amendments  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   it  was 
on  the  tenth  of  May  paflcd,  and  fent  to  the  Lords:  but 
^veral  objections   being  made  to  it  by  fome  of  the  peers, 
and  itfeeming  to  them  that  fomc  further  amendments  were 
flitl  necelTary,  which  they  thought  they  could  not  in  that 
fefSon  fpare  time. to  confider  fo  maturely  as  the  importance 
of  the  fubjed  required,   a  negative  of  fifty-nine  againft 
twenty-three  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  paffing  the  bill  ; 
though  every  one  mull  have  been  feofible,  not  only  of  the 
propriety,  but  even  of  the  abfolute  necellity  of  fuch  a  law> 
which  was  ardently  delired  by  the, whole  nation. 

§  XLIV.  On  the  twenty- feventb  of  May  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.and,  after  having  given  the  rt^al 
afTent  to  the  bills  then  depending,  thanked  bis  parliament. 
In  a  fpcech  from  the  throne,  for  their  vigorous  and  elFeflual 
fupport.  He  acquainted  them,  that  the  injuries  and  hofti- 
lities  which  had  been  for  fome  trme  committed  by  the 
French  againft  his  dominions  and  fubjedis  were  then 
followed  by  the  a^ual  invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca, 
though  guaranteed  to  him  by  all  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  by  the  French  King  :  That  he  had, 
therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged,  in  vindication  of  the  ho- 
nour of  his  crown,  and  of  the  rights  of  his  people,  to  de- 
clare war  in  form  againll  France^  and  that  he  relied  on 
the  Divine  Prote<£lion,  and  the  vigorous  alTiHance  of  his 
faithful  fubjeiis,  in  fO  juft  a  caufe.  The  parliament  was 
then  adjourned  to  the  eighteenth  of  June ;  and  from  thence 
afterwards  to  the  eighteenth  of  July,  and  then  it  was  pro- 
jrogucd. 
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CHAP.         V. 

$  I.  Litttr  frtm  M.  RmUi  to  the  fterttmj  ef  flat.  %  IL 
7i*  ftl«  natkns  rteriminate  tn  each  other.  §  IIL  Tbt 
Frituh  tbrtaten  Great-Britain  xvith  an  imjajkn.  §  IV, 
fUquiJition  of  fix  thsufand  Dutch  traepi  accorditig  it  treaty, 
%  V.  Mejfoge  from  the  King  to  the  pariiamtnt.  §  VI. 
jI  bodf  ef  Heffiam  and  Hanoverians  tranjperted  ivia  Eng" 
iand,  §  VII.  Frenth  prepai^tHS  otTauloH.  §VI1I. 
Jdm,Bjngfaihftr  the  Mediterrantan.  §  IX.  Heanintt 
at  Gitraltar.  §  X.  Engages  M.  de  la  GaHffimiere  tff 
Mmma.  §  XI,  And  returns  to  Gibrakar.  §  XII. 
Fermtnt  sf  tbepeepie  at  hwne.  §  XIII.  Ji&n.  Byng  fuper- 
ceded,  andfent  heme  prifimr.  §  XIV.  JccBXtU  eftbtflege 
9f  St.  Flip's  ftrt,  in  Mnena.  §  XV,  Precautiont 
taken  hy  Gen.  Biaieney.  §  XVI.  Siege  aiTimunced. 
^  XVII.  Bngiifi  fyuadron  appears.  §  XVIU.  General 
attack  af  the  works.  §  XIX.  The  garriftn  capittdates,- 
4  XX.  Sir  EAvard  Hatuie  fails  to  Aftmtrca.  %  XXI. 
Rtjmittgs  in  Francty  and  clamMtr  in  England.  §  XXII. 
GaUaniry  ef  Fmunatm  fTrigil.  §  XXUI.  General 
Blaieney  creaud  a  haran.  §  XXIV.  Meafures  taken  for 
the  defenfe  sf  Great-Sriiain.  §  XXV.  Proclamattm. 
§  XXVI.  Earl  of  Loudoun  appointed  commander  in  chief 
in  America.  §  XXVII.  His  Bn'tamiick  Mi^eft^s  de- 
chrotkn  ef  war.  §  XXVIII.  Suhflanct  of  the  French 
King's  declaration.  §  KXlX.Addrefi  of  the  city  of  London. 
§  XXX.  Tryalef  Gen.  Fowke.  %  XXXI.  Affairs  of 
America.  §XXXII.  Cid.  Sradflreet  defiats  a  hodj  of 
French  on  the  river  Onondaga.  §  XXXIII,  Earl  ef  Lou- 
doun arrives  at  New-York.  §  XXXIV.  Ofwego  reduced 
hy  the  enemy.  §  XXXV.  Further  proceedings  in  America. 
§  XXXVI.  Naval  operations  in  that  country. 
§  XXXVII.  Tranfaaions  in  the  Eafl-Indses. 
§  XXXVIII.  Calcutta  befuged  hy  the  viceroy  of  Bangal. 
§  XXXIX.  Deplorable  fate  of  thofe  who  ptrijbed  in  tht 
dungeon 
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duHgtaH  ibert.  §  XL.  AMtionai  eruebiei  titeriifid  m 
Mr.  HahMU.  §  XLI.  Rtfilutian  agalnfl  Aiirtfl. 
§  XUI.  Part  t/Geriab  tdken  by  Aim.  Watjsn,  mi  M'. 
Clive.  %  XLIII.  7i*ir  fubfequtnt  prcatdings  in  tbt 
:    rivtr  Gengett 

%lt  TNthemonthof  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  appointed  <*itAl'. 
X  fecretary  of  ftatc,  received  a  lettw  from  M.  Rou-  '"^  •_  , 
W\6,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftatc  fat  foreign  aflaire  to  the  1756. 
King  of  France,  expoftulaiing,  in  the  name  of  hia  Ibve- 
reign,  upon  the  orders  and  inftru,Aions  for  committing 
hoftilittes*  which  his  Britanniclc  Majefty  had  given  to 
Gener^  Br^ddock  and  Admiral  Bofcawen,  in  diametrical 
oppofition  to  the  mod  folema  afTurances  fo  often  repeated 
by  word  of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writing.  He  complained 
of  the  infuit  which  had  been  offered  to  his  tnafter's  flag,  in 
attacking  and  taking  two  ofhislhipsin  the  open  fea,  with- 
out any  previous  declaration  of  war ;  as  alfo  by  committing 
depredations  on diecommerceof  hia  moll  ChriftianMajefly'a 
fubjeds,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  ufagcs  eftablilhed  among civilired  nations^ 
Hsfaid,  the  fentiments  and  charaAer  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty  gave  the  Icing  bis  mafter  room  to  expert,  that,  at 
his  return  to  London,  he  would  (difavow  the  condud  of 
his  Admiralty ;  but  feeing  that,  inftead  of  punilhing,  he 
rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  fuCh  de- 
predations, his  ffloft  Chrifliart  Majefty  would  be  deemed 
deficient  in  what  he  owed  to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of 
his  crown,  and  the  defenlie  of  his  people,  if  he  deferred  any 
longer  demanding  a  6gnal  reparation  for  the  outrage  done 
to  the  French  flag,  and  the  damage  fuftained  by  his  fubjeSs> 
He,  therefore,  demanded  immediate  and  full  reftitution  of 
all  the  French  {hips,  which,  contrary  to  law  and  decorum, 
had  been  taken  by  the  Englifh  navy,  together  with  all  the 
officers,  foldiers,  mariners,  guns,  ftosp,  and  merchandife. 
He  declared,  thatfttould  this  reftitution  be  made,  hcfhoi^d 
be  willing  tocngageinanegociation  for  what  further  fatia- 
JaSion  he  might  claim,  and  continue  defirous  to  fee  the 
Vol"  in.  G  g  differences 
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BOOK    difi«reiicc3  relating-to  America  determined  by  a folitT and 

■  _  '  f  equitable  accommodation:  but  if,  contrary  to  alt- hopes, 
1756.  thefe  demands  ftiould  be  rejefled,  he  would  conMer  fuch 
a  denial  of  juflice  as  the  moft  autbentick  declaration  of 
war,  and  as  a  formed  defign  in  the  court  of  London  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remoa- 
flrance  the  Britifh  fecretary  was  diredlcd  to  anfwer.  That 
though  the  King  of  England  would  readily  eonfent  to  an 
equitable  and  folid  accommodation,  he  would  not  com'pTy 
.  with  the  demand  of  immediate  and  full  reArtution  a;  a  pre- 
liminary condition;  for  his  Majefty  had  taken  no  fieps 
but  fuch  as  were  rendered  jull  and  indifpenfible  by  the 
hollilities  which  the  French  began  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  a  proper  regard  for  his  own  honour,  the  rights 
and  pofleffions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  his  king- 

§  11.  Without  all  doubtthe  late  tranfaaions  had  afforded 
fpecious  arguments  for  botbnations  to  impeach  die  conduflof 
eachother.  TheFrench^ourt,  confcious  of  their  encroach- 
ments in  Nova-Scotia,  affeSed'to  draw  a  fliade  over  thde,  39 
particulars  belonging  toadifputed  territory,  and  to  divert 
the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  where  Jamoitville 
and  his  detachment  had  been  attacked  and  ma&acred  by 
the  EngJifli,  without  the  leaft  provocation.  Tbey  like- 
wife  inveighed  againft  the  capture  of  their  fhips,  before 
any  declaration  of  war,  as  flagrant  a&3  of  piracy  ;  and 
fome  neutral  powers  of  Europe  feemed  to  confider  them  in 
the  fame  point  of  view.  It  was  certainly  high  time  tor 
check  the  infolence  of  tlie  French  by  force  of  arms,  and 
furely  this  might  have  been  as  effe^u^ly  and  expeditiously 
exerted  under  the  ufual  fanftion  of  a  formal  declaration; 
theomiffionof  which  expofed  the  adminiflration  to  the 
cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed  the  imputation  of 
fraud  and  free-booting  on  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The 
miniftry  was  faid  Whave  delayed  the  ceremony  of  de- 
nouncing war  from  political  confi derations,  fuppofing 
that,  fhould  the  French  be  provoked  into  the  firft  declara- 
tion of  this  kind,  the  powers  of  Europe  would  confider 
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ills  iloft  Chriftiaii  Majefty  aa  the  aggreflbr,  and   Great-     t^AP, 
Britain  would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  defenfive  alliance^  ^  •     L^\j 
id  vtbich  {he:  had' engaged.     But  nothing  cou]d  be  more     jysfil' 
weak  and  frivolous  than  fuch  a  conjefture.     The  aggreffor"  W 
is  he  who  firft  violates  the.  peace  •  ahd  every  ally  will  ift- 
ttrpret  tht   aggrejiiori  according  to  his  own  intereft  an  J- 
ciifnvenience.     The  adminiftratidn  maihtdined  the  ap[)ear-[ 
ahce  of  candour  in  the  nlidft  of  their  hoftilifi^s.'     The         '' 
iiierchaht'fllip$,'cif  which  a  great  number'  had  been  talceti^ 
frorti  the  French,  were   not  fold  and  divided  among  the 
(Raptors,  accdrdirig  to  the  praflice  df  war;bi!it  tirefiiliy. 
ftqueftered,   with  al!  their  Cargoes  ahd  efFefls,  in  order  to 
be  rcftored  to  the  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  dilputes  betweeil 
the  twti  nation^  fhould  not  be  productive  of  an  opeii  rup- 
ture.    In  this  particuUr,  however^  ii  was'pity  that  atittiri 
tommbti  ienfe  had  riot  been  blended  with  their  honourable 
intention.     Great  part  of  the  cargoes  confifted  of  fiQi,ani 
other  perifhable  commodities,  which  were  left  to  rot  and 
putrify,  and  afterwards  thrown  overboard,  to  prevent  con- 
tagion ;  fo  that  the  owners  and  captors  were  equally  dif- 
jippointed,  and  the  value  of  them  loft  to  both  nations, 

§111.  The  court  of  Verfailles,  while  they  prefented  re- 
ihohftrances  which  they  knew  would  prove'  inefFe£tual^ 
and  exclaimed  againft  the  condufl  of  Grea't-Britain  frith 
all  the  arts  of  calumny  aiid  exaggeration  at  every  court  in 
tlhriilendom,  continued  neverthelefs  to  make  fuch  prepa- 
rations as  denoted  a  defign  to  profecute  the  war  with  un^ 
Common  vigour.  They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dun- 
kirk: orders  Wete  publiftiCd,  that  all  Britifh  fubjeiSs 
{hould  quit  the  dominions  of  France :  many  Englifh  velTeli 
were  ftifed  in  dilFerent  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and  their 
crews  feht  to  pfifon.  At  the  fame  tinye  an  cdi£l  wai 
jiTued,  inviting  the  French  fobjetas  to  equip  privaceersj 
offering  a  premiurti  of  forty  livrCS  for  every  gun,  and  at 
much  for  every  man  they  {hould  take  from  the  enemy  i 
and  ptortiifing  that,  in  cafe  apeace  Ihoiild  be  fpeedily  con- 
cluded, the  king  would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime 
Cofti  They  cmpidy^d  great  numbers  of  artificers  and 
G  g  a  feameA 
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BOO^    leunen  inej^uippingaforpudablefijuadconpflhlpsat  Bnft; 
,        '  ^|.  tod  ^OomUing  K  flrong  body  of  land-forces,  as  well  asa 
^  17J6.      CQAfiderable  number  of  trsnfports,  thrcateaed  the  illand  of 
^  Grcat-Bribin  with  a  dasgerous  uivaflon. 

^  ly.  The  EnglUh  p$pp|e  were  feifed  with  conflemation  ; 
the  miniftry  were  aiuined  and  perplexed.  Colonel  Yorke* 
the  Briti(h  [e£dent  at  the  Hague,  was  ordered  by  his  Ma* 
jefty  to  make  a  ie<}uilit!op  of  the  fix  thou&nd  men  whom 
the  States-Gpneral  are  obliged  by  treaty  to  furni/h,  when 
Great-Britain  fiiall  be  threatejied  with  an  invafion  ;  and 
in  February  he  prefented  a  memoriiU  for  this  purpole. 
Monfieur  d'Affry,  the  Frengh  King's  minifter  at  the  Hague, 
having  received  intimation  of  this  dcmandi  produced  a 
county  memorial  from  his  mader,  charging  Uje  ^nglifli 
m  the  aggrellbrs,  and  giving  the  States-General  plainly 
fa>  underftand,  that,  fhpuld  they  grant  the  fuccours  de- 
manded by  Gre^t-Britain,  he  would  ^nfider  their  com- 
pliance aa  an  a£l  of  hoftility  againll  hjmfelf.  The  Dutch, 
though  divided  among  ihemfelves  by  fa,£tion,  were  unani- 
iBouJIy  avcrfe  to  any  meafure  that  might  involve  them  in 
^e  approaching  war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great 
tncafure  decayed,  and  their  finances  were  too  much  cx- 
haufied  to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their 
forces,  which  for  many  other  reafons  they  ftrove  to  avoid. 
They  forefaw  a  great  incrcafe  of  trade  in  their  adhering  to 
a  punctual  neutrality :  they  were  afraid  of  the  French  by 
]and,and.jealous  of  the  FpgliOi  by  fea;  and, perhaps,  en- 
joyed the  profpefl  of  feeing  thcfc  two  proud  and  powerful 
nations  humble  and  impoveriih  each  other.  Certain  it  is, 
the  States-General  protra£ted  their  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke's 
memorial  by  fuch  affeded  delays,  that  the  CQurt  of  Lon- 
don perceived  their  intentiQn>  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
mortification  of  a  flat  denial,  the  Kifig  Qrdeied  bis  re5- 
dent  to  acquaint  the  Prijicefs  regent,  that  he  vould  not 
infill  upon  his  demand.  The  States,  thus  freed  from 
their  perplexity,  at  length  delivered  ^n  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Yorlce,  in  which  they  expatiated  oi)  thedifficultiea  tbey 
were  laid  under,  and  thanked  his  Sritaiuiigk  Majefty  for 
having 
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having  freed  them  bjr  his  declaration  from  that  embairafl*-     CHAP, 
ment  into  which  they  were  thrown  by  his  firft  demand  and  '     . . 

the  counter  memorial  of  the  French  minifter.     The  real       i7s6. 
jentiments  of  thofc  people,  however,  more  plainly  appeared 
in  the  previous  relblutlon  delivered  to  the  States  of  Hollatfd 
by  the  towns  of  Amflcrdam,   Dort,  Haerlem,  Gouda, 
Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuylcn,  declaring  flatly  that  England 
was  uncontrovertibly  the  aggreflbr  in  Europe,  by  fei£ng 
a  confidcrablc  number  of  French  veflels ;  that  the  threatened 
invafion  of  Great-Britain  did  not  aflia  the  pcpublick's 
guarantee  of  the  jH-oteftant  fucceffion,  inafmnch  aa  it  was 
only  intended  to  obtain  reparation  for  the  injury  fuilained 
"by  the  fubjei^B  of  his   moft  Chriftian  Majeffy;  finally, 
that  the  fuccours  demanded  could  be  of  no  adVairttagC  to 
the  King  of  England,  as  it  appear^   by  the  dectarati<4i 
of  his   nuA  Chriftan  Majcfty,   that  their  granting  thefe 
fuccours  would  immediately  lay  them  under  a  neceSty  of 
demanding,  in  their  turn,   affiftance  fVom  Great-Britain. 
From  this  way  of  argUing,  the  Engliifa  may  perceive  what 
they  have  to  expe£l  in  cafes  of  emergency  from  the  frienJ- 
fliip  of  their  neareft  allies,  yiho  muft  alwaytf  be  furnilfaed 
with  the  fame  excufe,  whenever  they  find  it  convenient  or 
neceflTary  to  their  own  intereft.      Such  a  conlideration^ 
joined  to  other  concurring  motives,  ought  to  induce  the 
BritiOi  legiflaturc  to  withdraw   its  dependence  from  aU 
foreign  connexions,  and  provide  fuch  a  conftitutional  force 
within  itfelf,  as  will  be  fully  fufEcient  to  baMeaH  the 
efforts  of  an  external  enemy.     The  apprehenfions  and 
diftraflion  of  the  people  at  this  jun£lurc  plainly  evinced 
the  expediency  of  fuch  a  national  force:  but  difierent  par- 
ties were  divided  in  their   opinions  about  the  nature  of 
fuch  a   provifion.     Some  of  the  warmeft  friends  of  their 
country  propof^d  a  well  regulated  militia,  as  an  inftitutioii 
that  would  efFedually  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  defending  a 
viride  extending  fea-coaft  from   invafion;   while,  on   the 
other  hand,  this  propofal  was  ridiculed  and  refuted  as  im^ 
pra^icable  or  ufelcfs  by  all  the  retainers  to  the  court,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  fEanding  army.     In  the  mean  timCf 
G  g  3  as 
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as  the  experiment  could  not.  be  immediatety  tricd^  aad 
,  jhe  prcfent  junflure  demanded  fome  inftaiU  determinatiop, 
.  ffcouVfe  was  had  to  a  foreign  remedy, 

§  V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  Kingfcnta 
written  meflage  to  parliament,  intimating  that  he  had  re- 
ceived repeated  advices  from  different  perfons  and  places, 
:  that  a  defign  had  been  formed  by  the  French  court  ro  invade 
Great-Bittaiit  or  Ireland}  and  the  great  preparations  c^ 
forces,  {faips,  artillery,  and  warlike  {lores,  then-noiori- 
oully  malting  irt  the  ports  of  France  oppofite  to  the  Britiflt 
coafts,  together  with  the  language  of  the  French  tniniftcrs 
in  fome  foreign  courts,  left  liltle  room  to  doubt  the  reality 
of  fuch  a  defign :  that  his  Mayfly  had  augmented  his  foico 
both  by  fca  and  land,  and  taken  proper  meafures  and  pre- 
cautions for  putting  his  kingdom  in  a  poflure  of  defenfe: 
that,  in  order  further  to  flrengChen  h'^of^l^  he  had  made 
^  requifitipn  ^f  abody  of  Heflian  troops,  purfuant  to  the 
latetieaty,  to.  be  forthwith  brought  over,  ^nd  for  that  pur< 
pofe  ordered  tranlporCs  to  be  prepared:  that  he  doubted 
not  pf  being  enabled  and  fuppprted  by  his  parliament  in 
taking  fii.ch  meafures  as  might  be  conducive  to  an  end 
jbeCTential  to  the^hoiiQur  of  bis  crown,  the prefervation  of 
the  proteAant  religion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  thefe 
Jtingdoms,  This  meflage  was  no  fooner  received,  than 
both  HouJes  voted,  compofed,  and  prefented  very  warm  and 
aiFe^ionate  addrelTes,  in  which  his  Majelly  was  thanked  for 
therequifitigntie.had  made  of  the  HeiCait  troops ;  a  njea- 
fure  which  at  any  other  time  would  have  been  fligmatifecl 
^ith  alt  the  fatire  and  rhetorick  of  the  oppoQtIon. 

§  VI.  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fufficient  to 
fecure  the  ifland,.  and  quiet  the  terrors  of  the  people.  In  a 
f^Ewdays  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minifter,  encouraged  by  the 
unanimity  which  had  appeared  fo  con^icuous  in  the  mo- 
tions for  the  late  addrefles,  ventured  to  move  again,  in  the 
Houfe  pf  Commons,  that  another  addfcfs  fhould  be  pre- 
fented to  the  King,  befeeching  his  MajeAy,  that  for  the 
^ore  effectual  defenfe  of  this  illand,  and  for'  the  better  fe- 
purity  of  the  religion  and  libeicies  of  bjs  fubjc^a  againft 
"    "'  "  " ■■(](? 
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the  threatened  Attack  by  A   foreign  enemy,  he  would  be'   ^  "  *  ^t- 
graciouily  pleafed  to  order  twelve  battalions  of  his  eleQoral   ^_       '     f 
troops,  together  with  the  ufealdetacbment  of  artillery,  to        Hsfi« 
be  forthwith-  brought  into  this""  kingdom.     There  was  a 
confiderable  party  in  the  Houfe,  to   whom  fuch  a  motion 
was  odious  and  deteflable:    but,  confidering  the    critical 
lituation  of  .affairs,  they  were  afraid  that  a  direft  oppofition 
might  expofe  them. tg.a more  odious  fufpicion:  they,there- 

-  fore,  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  infilled  on  the 
quefilon's  being  put  upon  that  motion  ;  but  it  was  carried 
in. the  negative  by  a  confiderable  majority,  which  alfo 
agreed  to  the  other  propofal.  The  refoiution  of  the  Houfe 
was  communicaied  to  the  Lords,  who  unanimoufly  con- 
curred; and  their  joint  addrefs  being  prefented,  his  Ma- 
jefty  pffured  them  he  would  immediately  comply  with  their 
requeft.  Accordingly,  fuch  expedition  was  ufed,  that  in 
the  COUI&  of  the  next  month  both    Hanoverians  and  Hef- 

-  fians  arri,ved-in  England,  and  encamped  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom.— As.  the  fears  ofaninvafionfubftded  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to  thefe  foreign  auxili- 
aries emerged.  They  were-beheld  with  the  eyes  ofjealoufy, 
fufpicion,  and  difdain.  They  were  treated  with  contempt, 
referve,  and  rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  having 
reduced  the  nation  to  fuch  a  low  circumftance  of  difgrace,  as 
that  they  fhould  owe  their  fecurity  to  German  mercenaries. 
There  were  not  wanting  fome  incendiaries,  who  circulated 
hints  and  infinuations,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  pur- 
pofely  left  unprovided ;  and  that  the  natives  of'South-Bri- 
tain  had  been  formerly  fubdued«nd  expelled  by  a  body  of 

.  Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for^  their  prefer- 
vation.  In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  fufpicions  of  a  people 
naturally  blunt  and  jealous  were  inflamed  to  fuch  a  degree 
ofanimofcy,  that  nothing  would  have  reitrained  ■  them 
from  violent  a 61  s  of  outrage,  but  the  mod  orderly,  modeft, 
and  inoflenfive  behaviour  by  which  both  the  Hanoverians 
and  Hellians  were  diftinguiihed. 

§  VII.   Under  the    cloak  of  an  invading  armament, 

which  engroHed   the  attention  of  the  BritJfl)  nittion,  the 
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BOOK    Fiench  were a^ually  employed  in  preparations  for  anez- 

.  }.  '  f  pedition,  which  fucceeded  according  to  their  wifli.  In 
tjii,  the  beginning  of  the  year  advice  was  received  that  a  Frendi 
fquadron  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fail  from  Tou- 
lon :  this  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence^ 
not  only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  alfo  from  £aglilh  mi- 
nifters  and  confuls  re{iding  in  Spain  and  Italy.  They 
affirmed  that  tha  Toulon  fquadron  conlifted  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  Chips  of  the  line,  with  a  great  nuoiberof  tran* 
fportsj  that  they  were  fupplied  with  provifioa  for  two 
snonths  only,  confequently  could  not  be  intended  for  Ame- 
rica J  and  that  ftrong  bodies  of  troops  were  on  their  march; 
from  different  parts  of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphioi 
andProvence,  in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  particulars  of  information^  which  plainly  points  out 
Minorca  as  the  object  of  their  expedition ;  noiwitfaftaading 
the  extenfive  and  important  commerce  carried  on  by  tb« 
fubjefls  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Mediterranean;  no  care, 
was  taken  to  fend  thither  a  fquadron  of  fliips  capable  to 
proteift  the  trade,  and  fruArate  the  deiigns  of  the  enemy. 
That  great  province  was  left  to  afcw  inconliderable  Ihips 
and  frigates,  which  could  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  carrying  intelligence  from  port  to  port,  and  enriching 
their  commanders,  by  making  prize  of  merchant  vefl):ls. 
Nay,  theminiflryfeemed  to  pay  little  pr  no  regard  to  ^ 
remonftrance  of  GeneraJ  Blalceney,  deputy  governor  of 
Minorca,  who,  in  repeated  advices,  reprefented  the  weak- 
nefs  of  thegarrifon  which  be  commanded  >R  St.  Philip^ 
cafije,  the  chief  fortrefs  on  the  ifland.  Far  ima 
ftrcngthening  the  garrifon,  v*th  a ,  proper  re-enforceotent, 
they  did  not  even  fend  thither  the  officers  belonging  to  it, 
who  wei;e  in  England  upon  lea,ve  of  abfeoce,  nor  give  di- 
rections for  any  velTel  to  tranfpoirt  thsm,  until  the  French 
armament  was  ready  to  make  a  defcent  upon  that  ifland*. 

i  viii. 

•  ItisiyjthpUsfurews  fcife  thU  ojiprntunicy  of  lecotding  an  inftuKt  rf 
nllanCcy  ""I  F"'''°lirni  in  aBtiri)])  oSicer,  whjch  would,  have  done  hoaonr 
tothecharaflcrofaRoman  tiihune.  CapiaioCunningham,  an  Mcompljlkd 
young  gentMman,  vk9  ?fled  u  tnfiofst  in  fecond  »[Minorca,  beinp  pie/ened 
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f  VIII.  At  length,  the  dcftination  of  the  enemy's  fle«  *^"*^ 
hting  univcrfally  known,  the  miniftry  Teemed  to  roufe  ■  '  _j 
From  their  lethargy,  and,  lilce  perfons  fuddenly  waking,  i?!^- 
aded  with  hurry  and  precipitation.  Inflead  of  detaching 
A  iquadron  that  in  all  refpeAs  fhould  be  fuperiour  to  the 
French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  beftowing  the  com- 
mand of  it  upon  an  officer  of  approved  courage  and  adi- 
vity,  they  allotted  no  more  than  ten  fhips  of  the  line  for 
this  lervice,  veiling  the  command  of  them  in  Admiral 
Byng,  who  had  never  met  with  any  occaTion  to  lignalize 
bis  courage,  and  whofechara3cr  was  not  very  popular  in 
the  navy:  but  Mr.  Weft,  thefecond  in  command,  was 
a  gentleman  univerfally  refpe^^d  for  his  probity,  abllityi 
uid  refolution,  The  ten  (hips  deftincd  for  this  expedition 
were  but  in  vefy  indifferent  order,  poorly  manned,  and 
unprovided  with  either  hofpital  or  fire-lbip.  They  failed 
ftetn  Spithead  on  the  feventh  day  of  April,  having  on 
board,  as  part  of  their  complement,  a  regiment  of  fbldiers 
to  be  landed  at   Gibraltar,    with  Major-Gencral   Stuart* 

Lord 

toiiaajoritj  uhonM,  andicckllcd  nbiitegimeDt  bf  an  cipnfi  onler,  had 
TCpuied  with  bia  family  to  Nice  In  Ictlf ,  wbcrt  be  wiited  lot  tlie  opf  onurritjr 
of  1  Aip  banod  for  England,  when  he  rcceiicd  ctriiin  iatclligencc  tbat  the 
French  aimamEnC  was  dellined  fat  the  place  be  badquicced.  His  lady,  whom 
he  tenduly  loved,  wivjuil  deliTCted,  and  tva  of  hit  children  were  danger- 
MiUf^'U  of  dKfmall'poa.  He  recotleStd  that  the  chief  engineer  at  Minor<x 
Tirai  ia6rm,  aii4  indeed  difabled  by  the  gout,  and  that  minjr  things  were  want- 
ing far  Che  defenfe  of  the  fortreri.  His  zeal  for  the  hooour  and  ferviee  of  hit 
country  imnwdiately  triumpbeit  over  the  calls  of  tendernefi  and  of  nature, 
ffc  expended  a  conlidetable  fum  of  money  inpurcbifing  timber  for  the  pi  a  t- 
&IDU,  and  other  nec^atiei  fat  the  gatrilbn ;  hited  a  (hip  for  tranfporttiig 
them  thltberj  and  tearing  bimfelf  from  hii  wife  and  children,  thui  left 
among  fitangen  in  a  foreign  cauotty,  embarked  again  fbi  Minorca,  where 
fte  Icnew  he  Aonld  be  in  a  peculiar  manner  eipored  to  all  the  dangers  of  a  fu- 
rious fitge.  In  the  courfe  of  this  derperate.  feriice  he  acquitted  himlelf  with 
that  *i|ilancc,  Ikill,  and  adiie  courage  which  he  had  on  divera  foroier  eC' 
t:iliDnidirplayed,  until  the  aCiult  wis  gi¥en  to  th*  QunnVbaflian,  wbea 
miiing  with  the  enemy  fword  in  hand,  he  was  difabled  in  hii  right  atm  by 
thefliDtofa  mulketand  thechtuft  ofa  bayonet.  His  behaviour  was  fo  ac- 
ceptablen  hiifovereign,  that  when  be  returned:  to  England  he  was  preferred 
cotlierank  ofeolone]  intbeguarda.  He  afterwards  a&d  »  chief,  engineer  in 
the  atlempti  and  defceats  which  were  made  on  the  French  coalt.  Though 
^ieVDuHy  maimed,  he  accepted  the  fame  aSice  in  the  eipcdition  to  Cuada- 
tvff,  whciflM  died  noiveifally  regretted, 
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'^i?*^    iKH-d  Effingham,   and  Colonel  Corowallis,  wboTe  r^i- 
\^,.-_- ,  f  mcnts  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca,  about  forty  inferior 
>75$-      officer!,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits,  as  a  re-enforcement 
to  St.  Philip's  fortrefs. 

§  IX.  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  recdved, 
one  would  ioiaginethegovernmentof  England  was  ftill  ig- 
norant of  the  enemy's  force  and  deftination;  for  the  in- 
ftrui^ions  delivered  to  Admiral  Byng  imported,  that,  oa 
his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  he  fbould  enquire  whether  any 
French  fquadron  had  paGed  through  the  ftraits ;  and  that, 
being  certified  in  the  aflirinative,  as  it  was  probably  de- 
figned  for  North -America,  he  ihould  immediately  detach 
Rear-Admiral  Weft  to  Louifbourg,  on  the  ifland  of  Cape> 
Breton,  with  fuch  a  number  of  fliips  as,  when  joined  with 
thofe  at  Hallifax,  would  conftitute  a  force  fuperior  to  the 
armament  of  the  enemy.  On  thefecond  day  of  May,  Ad- 
miral Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where  he  found  Captain 
Edgecumbe,  with  the  Princefs  Louifa  ifaip  of  war,  and  a 
floop,  who  informed  him,  that  the  French  armament,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  la  GalilTonniere,  confifting  of  thirteen 
fliips  of  the  line,  with  a  great  number  of  tranfports,  having 
on  board  a  body  of  fifteen  thoufand  land-forces,  had  failed 
from  Toulon  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  defceitt 
upon  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (Captain 
Edgecumbe)  had  been  vbliged  to  retire  at  their  approach. 
General  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had  re- 
ceived-two fucceilve  orders  from  the  Secretary  at  War, 
with  refpeifi  to  his  fparing  a  battalion  of  troops  to  be  traaf- 
ported  by  Mr,  Eyng,  as  a  re- en  forcemeat  to  MinOTca  ; 
but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  inconfiftent  or  equivocal, 
a  council  of  war  was  confulled,  and  the  majority  were  of 
opinion  that  no  troops  Ihould  be  fcnt  from  thence  to  Mi- 
norca, except  a  detachment  to  fupply  the  deficiency  In  the 
little  fqitadrqn  of  Captain  Edgecumbe,  who  bad  left  a  good 
number  of  his  feamen  and  marines,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Scroop,  to  affile  in  the  defepfe  of  Fort  St.  Philip's. 
Thefe  articles  of  intelligence  the  Admiral  defpatched  by 
an  Cxprefs  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in  his  letter 
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xaade  ufeof  fi>cnc  impolitic^  expreffions,  which,   in  all    ^^^**- 

probability,  it  would  have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omit-  ■  -  '  _f 
ted.  He  faid,  if  he  had  been  To  happy  as  to  have  arrived  J7S*- 
•ot  Mahon  before  the  French  had  landed,  he  flattered  him- 
felf  he  ftiould  have  been  able  to  prevent  their  getting  a 
footing  on  that  iHand.  He  complained,  that  there  were 
no  magazines  in  Gibraltar  for  fupplying  the  fquadron  with  . 
neceflaries;  that  the  carceni:ig- wharfs,  pits,  and  ftore- 
houfes  were  entirely  decayed,  fo  that  he  {hould  find  the 
greated  difficulty  in  cleaning  the  (hips  that  were  foul; 
and  this  was  the  cafe  with  fome  of  thofe  he  carried  out 
from  England,  as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  criiifing  in  the  Mediterranean.  Hefignified 
his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  fhould  be  found  praiflicAble,  it 
would  be  very  impolitick  to  throw  any  men  into  St.  Phi- 
lipVcaltle,  which  could  not  be  fayed  without  a  land 
force  fufficient  to  ralfe  the'fiege ;  therefore,  a  fmall  re-en- 
forcement would  only  add  fo  many  men  to  the  ntimbej: 
^hich  niuft  f^U  into  the  hands  of  the-enemy,  Heobferved, 
that  fuch  engineers  and  artillery- men  in  Gibraltar  as  ha4 
been  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into  St.  Philip's,  if  the 
French  had  ereflcd  batteries  on  the  two  ftiores  near  the 
enterance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as  to  bar  all  pafTage  up  to  the 
fally-pqrt  of  the  fortrefs ;  and  with  this  opinion  he  fignified 
the  concurrence  of  his  own  fentiments.  The  firft  part  of 
this  letter  waa  a  downright  impeachment  of  the  miniftry, 
for  having  delayed  the  expedition,  for  having  fent  out  (hips 
unfit  for  fervice,  and  for  having  negle:5led  the  magazines 
and  wharfs  at  Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  part  he  feemed  to 
prepare  them  for  the  fubfequent  account  of  his  mifcondud 
and  mi  fear  ri  age.  It  cannot  be. fuppofed  that  they  under- 
went this  accufation  without  apprehenfion  and  refentment; 
pnd  as  they  forefaw  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  would 
not  fail  to  excite  a  national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now 
began  to  take  meafures  for  gratifying  their  refentment,  and 
transferring  the  blame  from  themfelves  to  the  perfon  who 
))ad  prefumed  to  hint  a  difapprobation  of  their  conduct :  for 
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BOOK'  thlt  ptfrpofe  they  couM  not  have  found  a  fairer  opportuiuty 
.        '     f  than  Mr.  Byng't  fubfequcnt  behaviour  afforded. 

1756.  $  X.  The  Admiral,  being  ftrcngthencd  by  Mr.  Edge- 
cumbe,  and  rc-enforccd  by  a  detachment  from  the  garrifon, 
fct  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  and  wai 
joined  off  Majorca  by  his  Majefly's  ibip  the  Phctnix, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Hervcy,  who  confirmed  the 
intelligence  he  had  already  received,  touching  the  ftrength 
and  dellination  of  the  French  ftjuadron.  When  he  ap- 
proached Minorca,  he  defcried  the  Britith  colours  fitll 
flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip^s,  and  feveral  bomb  batte- 
ries playing  upon  it  from  difFerent  quarters,  where  the 
French  banners  were  difplayed.  Thus  informed,  he  de- 
tached three  fliips  a-head,  with  Captain  Hetvey,  to  recon- 
noitre the  harbour's  mouth,  and  land,  if  polEble,  3  letter 
for  General  Blakeney,  giving  him  to  underftand  the  fleet 
was  come  td  his  alBftance.  Before  this  attempt  could  be 
made,  the  French  ficet  appearing  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  the 
wind  blowing  ftrohg  off  (hare,  he  recalled  his  fliips,  and 
(brined  the  line  of  battle.  About  fix  o'clock  in  the  even* 
ing,  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  fcvcnteen  Oiips,  thirteea 
of  which  appeared  to  be  very  large,  advanced  in  order ;  but 
about  fcven  tacked,  with  a  view  to  gain  the  weather-gage. 
Mr.  Byng,  in  order  to  preferve  that  advantage,. as  well  as 
fo  make  fureof  the  land-wind  in  the  morning,  followed 
their  example,  being  then  about  five  leagues  from  Cape- 
Mola.  At  day-light  the  enemy  qould  not  be  defcried  j  but 
two  tartancs  appearing  clofc  to  the  rear  of  the  Englifli  fqua- 
dron,  they  were  immediatdy  chafed  by  fignsl.  One 
^fci^ied',^  and  the  other  being  taken,  was  found  to  have  on 
Hoard  two  French  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  about  one 
Rundred  private  foldiers,  part  of  fix  hundred  who  had  been 
fcnt  out  In  tartanes  the  preceding  day,  to/e-enforce  the 
enemy's  fquadron.  Thia  foon  re-appearing,  the  line  of 
battle  was  formed  ^n  each  fide,  and  about  two  o'clock 
Admiral  Byng  threw  out  a  fignal  to  bear  away  two  points 
from  the  wind  and  engage.  At  this  time  his  dillancc  from. 
the  enemy  was  fo  great,  that  Rear- Admiral  Weft,  per- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  it  impoffible  to  comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away    ^  HA  P. 
with  his  divifion  fcven  points  from  the  wifld,  and  doling  ^_,j'-,^i 
down  upon  l;he  enemyT  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetu-       i7sfi> 
oftty,  that  the  fhips  which  oppofed  him  were  inalittle  time 
driven  out  of  the  line.     Had  he  been  properly  luftained  by  * 

the  van,  in  all  probability  the  BritiJh  fiect  would  have  ob- 
tained a  complete  vi£lory;  but  the  other  divifioii  did  not 
bear  down,  and  the  enemy's  centre  keeping  their  ftation, 
Sear-Admiral  Weft  could  not  purfue  his  advantage  with- 
out running  the  rifque  of  feeing  his  communication  with 
the  reft  <rf  the  line  entirely  cut  otF.  In  the  beginning  of 
theadlion,  the  Intrepid,  in "  Mr.  Byng's  divifion,  was  fo 
difabledin  her  rigging,  that  (he  could  not  be  managed,  and 
drove  on  the  ftiip  that  was  next  in  pofltion :  a  circumftance 
vvhich  obliged  feveral  others  to  throw  all  a- back,  in  order  to 
avoid  confufion,  and  for  fome  time  retarded  the  action* 
Certain  it  is,  thatMr,  Byng,  though  accommodated  with 
a  noble  Ihip  of  ninety  guns,  made  little  or  noufe  of  his 
artillery,  but  kept  aloof,  either  from  an  overftrained  ob- 
fervance  of  difcipline,  or  timidity.  When,  his  captain  ex- 
horted him  to  bear  down  upon  the  enemy,  he  very  coolly 
replied,  that  he  would  avoid  the  error  of  Admiral  Matthews, 
who,  in  his  engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanifb  fqua- 
drons  o(F  Toulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  ,  had  broke 
the  line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  himfelf 
fingly  to  a  fire  that  he  could  not  fullain,  Mr.  Byng,  or 
the  contrary,  was  determined  againft  ailing,  except  with 
the  line  entire ;  and,  on  pretence  of  rectifying  the  diforder 
which  had  happened  among  fome  of  the  fhips,  hefitated  (o 
long,  and  kept  at  fuch  a  wary  diftance,  that  he  never  was 
properly  engaged,  though  he  received  fome  few  Ihots  in  his 
hull.  M.  de  la  GalilTdnniere  feemed  equally  averfe  to  the~ 
continuance  of  the  battle :  part  of  his  fquadron  had  been 
fairly  obliged  to  quit  the  line ;  and  though  he  was  rathec 
fuperior  to  the  EngUfli  in  number  of  men  and  weight  of 
meCat,  he  did  not  choofe  to  abide  the  confequeuce  of  a  clofer 
£ght  with  an  enemy  fo  expert  in  naval  operations :  he, 
therefore,  took  advantage  of  Mr,   Byng's  helitation,  and 
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BOO  K  edged  away  with  an  cafy  fail  to  join  his  van^  which  Mai 
,  Y^  ' ,  J  been  difcomfited.  The  Englifli  Admiral  gave  chafe,  but 
tj^  the  French  fhips  being  clean,  he  could  not  come  up  and 
clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired  at  their  leifurc.  THeh  he 
put  his  fquadran  on  the  other,tack,  in  order  to  keep  tHe 
wind  of  the  enemy;  and  next  hidrning  they  were  altoge- 
ther out  of  fight. 

§  XI.  While  he  lay  to  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahoh,  he  detached  cruifei's  to 
look  for  fome  mifSng  fliips^  which  joined  hitti,  accordingly,' 
and  made  an  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  fquadron. 
Thenumber  of  killed  am(^nted  to  forty-two,  including 
Captain  Andrews,  of  the  Defiance,  and  about  one  hundred 
■  and  fixty-cight  were  wounded.  Three  of  the  capital  fliipi 
Tirere  fo  damaged  Jn  their  mails,  that  they  could  not  keep' 
the  fea,  with  any  regard  to  their  fafety  ;  a  great  number  of 
tfcc  ftamcn  were  ill,  and  there  was  no  veffel  which  could 
lie  converted  into  an  hofpital  for  the  fick  arid  wounded. 
In  this  fituation  Mr,  Byng  called  a  council  of  war,  at 
whichthe  land'officers  were  pre  fen  t.  He  reprefented  to" 
them,  that  he  was  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  weight: 
of  metaland  number  of  men ;  that  they  had  the  advati- 
Tangc  of  fending  their  wounded  to  Minorca,  from  whence 
at  the  fame  time  they  were  refrelhed  and  re-enforced  occa- 
fionally  i  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  impra£licat)le  to  relieve' 
St.  Philip's  fort,  and,  therefore,  they  ought  to  make  thd 
beft  of  their  way  back  to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require! 
immediate  protcflion.  They  nnanifnoufly  concurred  with 
his  fentimencs,  and  thither  hedirefled  his  courfe  accordingly.- 
How  he  came.to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  impraSica- 
bility  of  relieving  General  Blakeney  it  is  not  eafy  to  de^ 
termine,  as  no  experiment  was  made  for  that  purpofe; 
Indeed,  the  negle<^  of  fuch  a  trial  feems  to  have  been  thtf 
leaft  excufeable  part  of  his  conduA ;  for  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, that  theofiicers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  the  gar-^ 
rifon  might  have  been  landed  at  the  fally-port,  without 
running  any  great  lif^uej  and  a  gentleman,  then  in  the 
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fort,  aflually  pafled  and  repafled  in  a  boat,   unhurt  by    CHAP, 
any  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  /       '     ^ 

§  XII.  Mr.  Byng's  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  containing  "  ijs*- 
a  detail  of  this  a£^ion,  is  faid  to  have  arrived  Come  days  be- 
fore  it  was  made  publick ;  and  when  it  appeared,  was  cur- 
tailed of  divers  expreffions,  and  whole  paragraphs,  which 
either  tended  to  his  own  jullificatron,  or  implied  a  cehfare 
on  the  condufl  of  his  faperiors.  Whatever  nfe  might  have 
been  made  of  this  letter  while  it  remained  a  fecret  to  the 
publick  we  Ihall  not  pretend  to  explain:  but  fureitis, 
that,  onthefixteenth  day  of  June,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and 
Admiral  Saunders  failed  from  Spitfaead  to  Gibraltar,  to 
fuperfede  the  Admirals  Byng  and  Weft,  in  their  commands 
of  the  Mediterranean  fquadron;  and  Mr.  Byng's  letter  was 
not  publifhed  till  the  twentyfixth  day  of  the  fame  month, 
when  it  produced  all  the  efFefl:  which  that  gentleman's  bit- . 
tereft  enemies  could  have  dcfired.  The  populace  took  fire 
like  a  train  of  the  moft  haftjr  combuftibles,  and  broke  out 
into  fuch  a  clamour  of  rage  and  indignation  againft  the  de- 
voted Admiral,  as  could  not  have  been  exceeded  if  he  had 
loft  the  whole  navy  of  England,  and  left  the  coafts  of  the 
kingdom  naked  to  invafion.  This  animofity  was  carefully 
fomented  and  maintained  by  artful  emiflaries,  who  mingled 
with  all  publick  afiemblies,  from  the  drawing  "room  ac  St. 
James's  to  the  mob  at  Charing-crofs.  They  expatiated 
upon  the  infolence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice,  and  mifcon- 
duft  of  the  unhappy  Admiral.  They  even  prefamed  to 
make  their  fovereign  in  fome  mcafure  an  inftrument  of  their 
calumny,  by  fuggefting  that  his  Majefty  had  prognofticated 
Byng's  mifbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  firft  letter, 
dated  at  Gibraltar.  They  ridiculed  and  refuted  the  reafona 
he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortrefs,  after  his  fcan- 
dalous  rencounter  with  the  French  fquadron  j  and,  in  order 
to  exafperate  them  to  the  moft  implacable  refentment,  they . 
exaggerated  the  terrible  confequences  of  lofing  Minorca, 
wrhich  muft  now  be  fuhducd  through  his  treachery  or  want 
of  refolution.  In  a  word,  he  was  devoted  as  the  fcape- 
goat  of  the  mintftry,  to  whofe  fupine  negligehce,  ignoiancci 
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*  °  °  *■  and  mifcondua  the  lofs  of  that  important  fortrefs  was  un- 
t_  ■■/,  '.r  doubtc(i]y owing.  Byng'smifcarriagewaslbfownoutliltc 
i7jS.  X  barrel  to  the  whale^  in  order  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  people,  that  it  might  not  be  attra^eil  by  the  real  caufe 
of  the  national  misfortune.  In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame 
which  had  been  kindled  againfl  the  Admiral,  recourfe  wai 
had  to  the  loweft  artifices.  Agents  were  employed  to  viltiy 
bii  perfon  in  all  publick  places  of  vi^gar  rcfort;  and  moba 
were  hired  at  diSerent  parts  of  the  c;ipital  to  hang  and  bura 
him  in  effigyr 

§  XIII.  Tbe  two  officers  who  fucceeded  to  the  com- 
mand in  the  Mediterranean  were  accompanied  by  Lord 
Tyrawley,  whom  his  majefty  had  appointed  to  fupcrfede 
General  Fowke  in  the  government  of  Gibraltar,  that  gen- 
tleman having  incurred  tbe  difpleafureof  the  miniftry,  for 
not  having  underflood  an  order  which  was  unintelligible. 
By  the  fame  conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  to  the 
Admiralty  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr,  Byng,  giving  him 
notice  that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation  he  replied 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  denoted  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  done 
his  duty,  and  a  laudable  defire  to  vindicate  his  own  con- 
iu6\.  His.anfwer  contained  a  further  account  of  the  en- 
gagement in  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  miibe&aved, 
intermixed  with  feme  puerile  calculations  of  theenenw's 
Aiperiority  in  weight  of  metal,  which  ferved  no  other  pur- 
pofc  than  that  of  expofing  his  charafler  ftill  more  to  ridicule 
and  ablife ;  and  he  was  again  fo  impolitick  as  to  hazard 
cerUinexpreflions,  which  added  frefhfuel  to  the  rcfentment 
of  his  enemies.  Direflions  were  immediately  dcfpatched 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  that  Byng  fhould  be  font  home  in 
arreft  j  and  an  order  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  lodged  at  every 
p<^t  inthe  kingdom  :  precautions,  which,  however  unne- 
cefTary  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  a  man  who  longed  afdcntly 
tojuftify  hischaraflcr  by  a  publick  trial,  were  yet  pro- 
dudive  of  confiderable  effefl  in  augmenting  the  popular 
odium.  Admiral  Byng  immediately  embarked  in  the  ftip 
which  had  carried  out  his  fucceflbr,  and  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Weft,  General  Fowke,  and  feveral  other  officers  of 
3  that 
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that  garrifon,   who  were  alfo  recalled,  in  confequenceof    CHAP, 
having  fubfcribed  to  the  refult  of  the  council  of  *ar,  which   ._      '     ^ 
we  have  mentioned  above.     When  they  arrived  in  Eng-       ijs*. 
landfcMr.  Weft  met  with  fuch  a  gracious  receptioft  from 
his  Majefty  as  was  thought  due  to  his  extraordinary  merit ; 
but  Mr.   Byng  was  committed,  clofe  prifoner  in  an  apart- 
ment of  Gresnwich-Hofpital. 

§  XIV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's  fort 
in  Minorca  was  profecuted  with  unremitting  vigour.  The 
Armament  of  TouJon,  confiftiog  of  the  fleet  commanded  by 
M.  de  la  GalifTonnicre,  and  the  troops  under  the  Dukede 
Richelieu,  arrived  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the 
port  of  Ciudadella,  on  that  part  of  the  iHand  oppoHte  to 
Mahon,  or  St.  Philip's,  and  immediately  began  to  difem- 
bart  their  forces.  Two  days  before,  they  reached  the 
ifland,  General  Blakeney  had,  by  a  packet-boat,  received 
certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  began  to  make 
preparations  for  the  defenfe  of  the  caftle.  The  fort  which 
he  commanded  was  very  extenfive,  furrounded  with  nu- 
merous redoubts,  ravelines,  and  other  outtvorks ;  and  pro- 
vided with  fubterranean  galleries,  mines,  and  traverfes,  cut 
out  of  the  folid  rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  was  one  of  the  beft  fortified  places  in  Europe, 
well  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and-  provifion  j 
and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have  fuftained  the  moft 
defperate  fiege,  had  it  been  defended  by  a  numerous  gar- 
rifon,  condudted  by  able  engineers,  under  the  eye  and 
aufpices  of  an  adlive  and  Ikilful  commander.  All  ihefe 
advantages,  however,  did  not  concur  on  this  occdfion. 
Xhe  number  of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four  re- 
giments, whereas,  the  nature  of-the  works  required  at  leaft 
double  the  number  j  and,  even  of  thefe  above  forty  officers 
were  abfent.  Ihe  chief  engineer  was  rendered  lame  bjr 
the  gout,  and  the  general  himfelf  opprelTed  with  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age.  The  natives  of  the  illand  might  have 
been  ferviceable  as  pioneers,  or  day-labourers ;  but,  from 
their  hatred  to  the  proteftant  religion,  they  were  generally 
-      Vol.  III. .  H  h  averft 
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BOOK     avcrfe  to  the  Englifh  government,  although  they  had  livedo 
^_,-  ',  J  happily  and  grown  wealthy  under  its  influence. 

I7j6.  §  XV.  The  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  beat  up  for 

voluntiers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip's;  but  few 
or  none  would  inllll  under  his  banners,  and  it  feems  he 
would  not  venture  to  compel  them  into  the  fervice.  He 
recalled  all  his  advanced  parties ;  and,  in  particular,  a 
company  pofted  at  Fornelles,  where  a  fmall  redoubt  had 
been  raifed,  and  five  companies  at  Ciudadella,  a  poll  for- 
tified  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  now  with- 
drawn, as  foon  as  the  enemy  began  to  difembark.  their 
forces.  At  the  fame  time  Major  Cunningham  was  de- 
tached with  a  party  to  break,  down  the  bridges,  and  break 
up  the  roads  between  that  place  and  St,  Philip's  ;  but  the 
taik  of  deftroying  the  roads  could  not  be  performed  in  fuch 
a.  hurry,  on  account  of  the  hard  rock  which  runs  along  the 
furface  of  the  ground  through  this  whole  ifland  j  nor  wa» 
there  time  to  demolifli  the  town  of  St.  Philip's,  whicfa 
ftood  fo  near  the  fort,  that  the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  iis  neighbourhood.  The  ftreets  fcrved  them 
for  trenches,  which  otherwife  could  not  have  been  dug 
through  the  folid  rock.  Here  they  made  a  lodgenMnc 
clofc  to  the  works  -,  here  they  found  convenient  barracks 
and  quarters  of  refrefhment,  mafks  for  their  batteries,  and 
an  effeflual  cover  for  their  mortars  and  bombardiers.  The 
general  has  been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town  ftanding; 
but  if  we  confider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the  deflina- 
tion  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  nature  of  fuch 
a  precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  exafperate  the  inha- 
bitants, and  the  impoflibility  of  executing  fuch  a  fcheme 
after  the  HrQ.  appearance  of  the  enemy,  he  will  be  found 
cxcufeable,  if  not  altogether  blametefs.  Some  houfes  and 
windmills  were  aSually  demoliflied,  Co  as  to  clear  the 
efplanade  and  the  approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars 
of  St.  Philip's  town  was  deflroyed,^  and  the  butts  were  car- 
ried into  the  caflle,  where  they  might  fetve  for  gabions 
and  traverfes.  Five-and -twenty  Minor<]uin  bakers  were 
hired,  and  a  large  number  of  cattle  brought  into  the  forc^ 

for 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  garrifon.  The  ports  were  walled  up,  c  HAP. 
the  pofts  affigned,  the  fentinels  placed,  and  all  thediiferent  \_.-  '  ,_i 
guards  appointed.  Cominodore  Edgecumbe,  who  then  1756. 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  c)ore  under  the  walls 
of  Ihccallle,  failed  away  with  hii  little  fquadron,  confift- 
ing  of  the  Cheflerfield,  Princefs  Louila,  Portland,  and 
Dolphin,  after  having  left  alt  his  marines,  a  detachment 
from  Gibraltar,  the  wholecrcwof  the  Porcupine  Hoop,  and 
thegreaterpart  of  the  Dolphin's,  as  a  re-enforcement  to  the 
fort,  under  the  immediate  direfiion  and  command  of  Capt. 
Scroop,  of  the  Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gallantry, 
offered  himfelf  for  this  feverc  duty,  and  bravely  fignalifed 
himfelf  during  the  v/hcAe  fiege.  The  French  admiral 
tnight  certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  would  have  prevented  the  efcape  of  thefe  fhips, 
and  divers  other  rich  merchant  veffels,  which  happened 
then  to  be  at  Mahon  :  but,  in  all  probability,,  they  pur- 
pofely  allowed  them  to  abandon  the  place,  which,  on  any 
emergency,  or  aflault,  their  crews  and  officers  would  have 
confiderably  re-enforCed.  The  enemy  were  perfeflly  ac- 
quainted with  the  great  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  weak^ 
nefsofthegarrifon  ;  from  which  circumftances  they  derived 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that  the  place  might  be  fuddenly. 
taken,  without  the  trouble  of  a  regular  fiege.  After  Mr, 
Edgecumbe  had  failed  for  Gibraltar,  and  General  Blakeney 
had  ordered  a  floop  to  be  funk  in  the  channel  that  leads  to 
the  harbour,  the  French  fquadron  made  its  appearance  at 
this  part  of  the  illand  ;  but,  without  having  attempted  any 
thing  againft  the  fort,  fell  to  leeward  of  Cape-Mola. 
Next  day  theycame  in  fight  again,  butfoon  bore  away,  and 
never  afterwards,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  fiege,  ap- 
proached fonearas  togive  thegarrifon  thelealldiflurbance, 
§  XVI.  On  thetwenty-fecond  dayof  April,  the  gover- 
nor fent  a  drummerto  the  French  with  a  letter  general,  dc- 
iiringtoknowhis  reafonsfor invadingtheiiland.  Tothisan 
anfwer  was  returned  by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  declaring 
he  was  come  with  intention  to  reduce  the  illand  under  the 
dominbn  of  his  moft  Chiiftian  Majefty,  by  way  of  re- 
H  h  2  taliation 
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BOOK    taliation  for  the  conduit  of  his  mader,  who  had  feired  and^ 
y,,     '  _j  detained  the  fliips  belonging  to  the  King  of  France  and  his 
»7s6.       fubjefls. — If  we  may  judge  from  the  firft  operations  of  this 
nobleman,  he  was   but  indifferently  provided  with  en- 
gineers; for,  inftead  of  beginning  his  approaches  on  the 
fide  of  St.  Philip's  town,  clofe  by  the  outworks,   where 
he  might  have  been  fcreened  from  the  fire  of  the  garrifonr 
his  batteries  were  creifted  at  Gape  Mola,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  harbour,  where  they  were  more  expofed,  their  fire 
much  lefs  effeftual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to- 
be  of  any  fervice.     The  fire  of  St.  Philip's  was  fo  fevere^ 
-  and  the  cannon  fo  well  fervcd  on  this  quarter,,  that  in  a 
little  time  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change  their  plan 
of  attack,  and  advance  on  the   fide  of  St.  Philip's  town, 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  objefl  of  their  confider- 
ation,  efpecially  as  they  could  find  little  or  no  earth  to  fill- 
'  their  gabions,    and  open  their  trenches  in  the  ufual  form. 

On  the  twelfth  of  May,  about  nine  at  night,  they  opened 
two  bomb  batteries,  near  the  place  where  the  windmills  had 
been  deftroyed  j  and  from  that  period  an  incelTant  fire  was- 
kept  up  on  both  fides,  from  mortars  and  cannon,  the 
French  contJHuingto  raife  new  batteries  in  every  {it  uatioi* 
from  whence  they  could  annoy  the  befieged, 

§  XVII.On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  month  tbegarri- 
ftin  were  tranfported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the  Britifh  fqua- 
dron,  commanded  by  Admiral  Byng ;  and  Mr.  Boyd^ 
commifiaryof  the  ftores,  ventured  to  embark  in  a  fmall 
boat,  with  fix  oars,  which  pafl*ed  from  St.  Stephen's  core, 
a  creek  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  fortifica[ion,  through  a 
fhowcr  of  cannon  and  muflcetry  frcHn  the  enemy's  poll  on 
the  other  fide,  and  adtually  reached  the  open  fea,  his  de- 
frgn  being  to  join  the  fquadron;  but  this  being  at  a  great 
diftance,  ftrecching  away  to  the  fouthward,  and  Mr.  Boyd 
perceiving  himfelf  chafed  by  two  of  the  enemy's  light 
veffels,  he  returned  by  the  fame  route  to  thegarrifon, 
without  having  fuftaincd  the  leaft  damage.  A  circum- 
ftance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion  of  Mr.  Byng, 
.  that  it  was  impracticable  to  open  a  communication  wi^Ul 

the 
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;the  garrifon  of  St.  PhiBp's.     Next  day  the  hopes  of  the  be-     chap. 
Ceged,  which   had  prognoftlcated  a  naval  viftory  to  the  , 

firitifli  fquadron,  a  fpeedy  relief  to  thcmfelves,  and  no  .  1756. 
lefs  than  captivity  to  the  afTailants,  were  confidetably 
damped  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet*  which 
quietly  returned  to  their  ftat Ion  off  the  harbour  of  Mahon. 
That  fame  evening  they  were  told  by  a  deferter,  that  the 
Englifh  fleet  had  been  worded  in  an  engagement  by  M, 
dela  GalilTonnlcre ;  and  this  information  was  foon  con- 
firmed by  a  general  difcharge,  at  fiu  dtjoie,  through  the 
whole  French  camp,  to  celebrate  the  viflory  they  pretended 
to  have  obtained.  How  little  foever  they  had  reaJ'on  to 
boaft  of  any  advantage  in  |he  a^ion,  the  retreat  of  tt|e' 
Fngjifh  fiii.uadron  .was  undoubtedly  equivalent  toa  vuSlory  : 
■for  had. Mr.  -Byng  acquired  and  maintained-  the  fuperiority 
atfea,  the  Fj-ench  forces,  which  had  been  difembarked  in 
'Minorca,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  obliged  ta 
furrender  prifoners  of  war  to  his  Britannick  Majefty. 
■The  cafe  was  now  much  altered  in  their  favour ;  their 
fquadron  cruifed  about  the  ifland  without  molcdation : 
and  they  daily  received,  by  means  of  their  tranfports,  re-en- 
forcements of  men  and  ammupition,  as  well  as  conilant 
Tupplies  of  provifions, 

§'JC'VIli.  .The  Englifli  garrifon,  however  mortified  at 
finding  rhemfelvesthus  abandoned,  refolvedto  acquitthem- 
feives  with  gallantry  in  the  defenfe  of  the  place,  not  with- 
out fonge  remaining  hope.that  the  Englifh  fquadron  would 
be  re-enforced,  and'  return  to  their  relief.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  faftained  and  retorted  the  enemy's  fire  .witll 
.undaunted  refolulion.  They  remounted  .cannon,  the 
carriages  of  which  had  been  tjifablcd ;  they  removed  them 
occafionally  to  places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they 
could  do  the  g'reateft  execution:  they  repaired  breaches, 
'j-eftored  merlons,  and  laboured  with  furptifing"  alacrity, 
.even  when  they  were  furrounded  by  the  numerous  batte- 
ries of  the  foe.j  when  their  embrafure=,  and  even  the  para- 
jptt%,  were  demolifl^ecj,,  and  they  Itood  expofed  ^not  oply 
if  o  thccannon  and  mortar%  but  alfo  to  the  mufquetry,  which 
■      H  h  3    .   ■        ■       "'  '.fited 
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BOOK    jire<]  Upon   them,  without  cea(ln|,  from  the  windows  of 

^  "  I  the  houfes  in  the  town  of  St.  Philip.  By  this  time,  they 
1756,  were  invefted  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and 
plyed  inceffantty  from  fixty-two  battering  cannon,  twenty- 
one  mortars,  and  four  howitzers,  befides  the  fmall  arms: 
never thelcfs,  the  lofs  of  men  within  the  fortrefs  was  very 
inconfiderable,  the  garrifon  being  moftly  fecured  in  the 
fubterranean  worlcs,  which  were  impenetrable  to  fliells  or 
fllot.  By  the  twemy-feventh  day  of  June  they  had  made  a 
'  praflicable  breach  in  one  of  the  ravelins,  and  damaged  the 
other  outworks  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  determined  this 
night  to  give  a  general  allault.  Accordingly,  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  they  advanced  to  the  attack  from 
all  quarters  on  the  land-fide.  At  the  fame  time  a  ftrong 
'  detachment,  in  armed  boats,  attempted  to  force  the  har- 
bour, and  penetrate  into  the  creek,  called  St,  Stephen's 
Cove,  to  ftorm  Fort  Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack,  upon 
Fort  Marlborough,  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  creek,  the 
moA  detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The  enemy  advanced 
with  great  intrepidity,  and  their  commander,  the  Duke 
^e  Richelieu,  is  faid  to  have  led  them  up  to  the  works 
in  perfon.  Such  an  aifault  could  not  but  be  attended  with 
great  flaughter  :  they  were  mowed  down,  as  they  approach- 
ed, withgrape-ftiot  and  niufquetry:  and  feveral  mines  were 
fprung  with  great  eJFeift,  fo  that  the  glacis  was  almoft 
covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  Neverthelefs,  they 
perfevered  with  uncommon  refolution;  and,  though  rc- 
pulfed  on  every  other  fide,  at  length  made  a  lodgement  in 
the  Queen's  redoubt,  which  had  been  greatly  damaged 
by  their  cannon.  Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this  quarter 
was  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  place,  or  to  the  timidity 
pf  the  defender,  certain  it  is,  the  enemy  were  in  pofleflion 
before  it  was  known  to  the  oflicers  of  the  garrifon  :  for 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeffries,  the  fecond  in  command,  who 
Jiad  acquitted  himfelf  finoe  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  with 
equal  courage,  (kill,  and  aflivity,  in  his  vifitation  of  this 
poft,  was  fuddenly  furrounded  and  taken  hy  a  file  of 
f  rench  grenadiers,  at  a  time  when  he  never  dreamed  they 
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jiad  mide  a  lodgement.  Major,  Cunningham,  who  ac- 
companied him,  met  with  a  fevcrcr  fate,  though  heef. 
caped  captivity:  he  was  run  through  the  arm  with  a 
bayonet,  and  the  piece  being  difcharged  at  the  fame  time, 
ihattered  the  bones  of  his  hand  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
was  maimed  for  life.  In  this  ihocking  condition  he  re- 
tired behind  a  traverfe,  and  was  carried  home  to  his  quar- 
ters. Thus  the  governor  was  deprived  of  his  two  princi- 
j>al  aiSftants,  one  being  talcen,  and  the  other  difablcd. 

§  XIX-  The  enemy  having  made  themfelves  mailers 
■of  Anftruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts,  from  which 
perhaps  they  might  have  been  diflodged,  had  a  vigorous 
«fFort  been  made  for  that  purpofe,  before  they  had  Icifurc 
to  fecure  themfelves,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a  par- 
ley to  be  beat,  in  order  to  obtain  permiiBon  to  bury  the 
dead,  and  remove  the  wounded.  This  requeft  was  granted 
with  more  humanity  than  difcretion,  inafmuch  as  the 
enemy  took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  re-enforcement  of 
men  privately  into  the  places  where  the  lodgements  had 
been  made,  and  thefe  penetrated  into  thf  gallery  of  the 
mines,  which  communicated  with  all  the  other  outworks. 
During  this  fliort  ceHation,  General  Blakeney  fummoned 
acouncil  of  war,  to  deliberate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort 
and  garrifon ;  and  the  majority  declared  for  a  capitulation. 
The  works  were  in  many  places  ruined  ;  the  body  of  the 
caftle  was  Qiattcred  i  many  guns  were  difmounted,  the  em- 
brafuresand  parapets  demolilbed,  the  pallifadoes  broke  in 
pieces,  the  garrifon  exhaufted  with  hard  duty  andinceflant 
watching,  and  the  enemy  in  polTenion  of  the  fubterranean 
communications,  Befides,  the  governor  had  received  in- 
formation from  prifoners,  that  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  was 
alarmed  by  a  report  that  the  Marfbal  Duke  de  Belleifle 
would  be  fent  to  fuperfedc  him  in  the  command,  and  for 
that  reafon  would  hazard  another  defpcrate  alTault,  which 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  the  garrifon  could  not 
fuftain.  Thefc  confiderations,  added  to  the  defpair  of 
being  relieved,  induced  him  to  demand  a  capituIatioD. 
But  this  mcafure.  was  not  taken  with  (be  unanimous  con- 
H  h  4  fcnt 
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fent  of  the  council.  Some  officers  obferved,  that  th« 
,  garrifon  was  very  little  diminifhed,  and  ftill  in  good 
fpiriti :  that  no  breach  was  made  in  thebody  of  thecallle, 
nor  a  fingle  cannon  .erefled  to  batter  in  breach  ;  that  the 
'  lofs  of  an  outwork  was  never  deemed  afuScient  reafon  for 
furrendering  fuch  a  fortrefs :  that  the  counterfcarp  was 
not  yet  taken,  nor,  on  account  of  the  rocky  foil,  could  be 
taken,  except  by  aflault,  which  would  coft  the  enetny  a 
greater  number  than  they  had  loft  in  their  late  attempt  i 
that  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in  breach, 
before  the  counterfcarp  Ihould  be  taken,  and  even  then 
they  muft  have  recourfe  to  galleries  before  they  could  pab 
the  folTc,  which  was  furniOied  with  mines  and  counter- 
mines :  finally,  they  fuggefted,  that  in  all  probability 
the  Britifli  fquadron  would  be  re-enforced,  and  fail  back 
to  their  relief;  or,  if  it  fhoutd  not  return,  it  was  ihc 
duty  of  the  governor  to  defend  the  place  to  extremity, 
without  having  any  regard  to  the  confequences.  Thefe 
remarks  being  over-ruled,  the  chaniade  was  beat,  a  con- 
ftrence  enfued,  and  very  honourable  conditions  were 
granted  to  the  garrifon,  in  confideration  of  the  gallant  de- 
fcnfe  they  had  made.  This  it  muft  be  owned  was  vigorous 
while  it  lafted,  as  the  French  general  was  faid  to  have  lofl 
five  tlioufand  men  in  the  fi^e;  whereas  the  lofs  of  the 
garrifon,  which  at  firft  fell  fhort  of' three  thoufand  men, 
did  not  exceed  one  hundred.  The  capitulation  imported 
that  the  garrffon  (bould  march  out  with  all  the  }ionours  of 
Var,  and  be  conveyed  by  fea  to  Gibraltar.  The  French 
were  put  in  pofleffion  of  one  gate,  as  well  as  Fort-Chvles 
and  Marlborough  redoubt:  but  the  £ngli(h  troops  re- 
mained in  the  other  works  till  the  fevemh  day  of  July» 
when  they  embarked.  In  the  mean  time,  reciprocal  civi- 
lities palTed  between  the  commanders  and  officer;  of  both 
nations. 

§XX.  The  articles  of  capitulationwere  no  fooncr  ex- 
ecuted than  Monfieur  de  la  Galiftoniiiere  failed  back  t(j 
Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  Iain  at  anchor  iq 
(he  harbour  of  Mahon  fincc  the  fort  of  St.  Bhiiip  was  firft 
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imreffled.    In  all  probability  the  fafety  of  himfelfand  his     CHAP, 
whole  fquadron  was  owing  to  this  expeditious  retreat ;  for   ^^     .'     ' 
in  a  few  days  after  the  furreoder  of  the  fort,  Sir  Edward       1756. 
Hawke's  fleet,  augmented  by  five  Ihips  of  the  line,  which 
had  been  fenc  from  England,  when   the  firft  tidings  ar- 
rived of  Minorca's   being  invaded,  now  made  its  appear- 
ance ofl"  the  (Hand  :  but  by  this  time  GalilTonniere  was  re- 
tired,  and  the  Englifh  admiral   had   the  mortification  to 
fee  the    French  colours    flying  upon  St.  Philip's  caftle.        '' 
What,  perhaps,  chagrined  this   gallant  officer  ftill  more, 
he  was  not  provided  with  frigates,  iloops,  and   fmall  craft 
to  cruife  round  the  ifland,  and  intercept  the  fuppHes  which 
were  daily  fent  to  the  enemy.     Had  he  reached  Minorca  \ 
fponer,  he  might  have  difcomfited  the   French  fquadron  ; 
hut  he  could  not  haveraifed  the  ficge  of  St.  Philip's,  be- 
caufe  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  received  his  re-enforce- 
ments, and  fucha  train  of  artillery  as  no  fortification  could 
long  withftand.     Indeed,   if  the  garrifon  had  been  con- 
fiderably  re-enforced,   and    the  communication  with   it 
opened  by   fea,  the  dcfcnfe   would  have  been  protraiSed, 
9nd  fo  many  vigorous  failles   might  have  been  made,  that 
the  afTailants  would  have  had  cagfe  to  repent  of  their  en- 
terprifc. 

§  XXI.  When  the  newj  of  this  conquell  was  brought 
(o  Verfailles,  by  the  Count  of  Egmont,  whom  the  Dulce 
de  Richelieu  had  defpatched  for  that  purpofe,  the  people  of 
France  were  tranfported  with  the  moft  extravagant  joy. 
Nothing  was  feen  but  triumphs  and  procefSons;  nothing 
heard  but  anthems,  congraculaiions,  and  hyperbolical 
encomiums  upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was 
celebrated  in  a  thoufand  poems  and  ftudied  orations ; 
ivhile  the  conduct  of  the  Englifli  was  vilified  and  ridiculed 
jn  ballads,  farces,  and  pafquinades.  Nothing  more  argues 
the  degeneracy  of  a  warlike  nation  than  the  pride  of  fuch 
iTiean  triumph  for  an  advantage,  which,  in  more  vigorous 
times,  would  fcarce  have  been  diftinguiQied  by  the  cere- 
|nony  oi  uTe  Dcum  Loudamus.  Nor  is  this  childifh  ex- 
>i{tptipn,  that  difgraces  ,tbe  laurels  of  yitftpryj  confined  to 
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BOOK  the  Ungdom of  France.  Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  dut 
'  J  even  the  fubjedi  of  Great-Briuia  are  apt  to  be  elevated 
1756.  by  fuccefs  into  an  illiberal  infolence  of  felf-applaufe,  and 
contemptuous  comparifon.  This  mull  be  condemned  as 
a  proof  of  unmanly  arrogance,  and  abfurd  felf-conceit,  by 
all  thofc  who  coolly  reflect,  that  the  events  of  war  gcne> 
rally,  if  not  always,  depend  upon  the  genius  or  mifcondu£t 
of  oneindlvidual.  The  lofs  of  Minorca  was feverely  felt 
in  England,  as  a  national  difgrace;  but,  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing deje^ion  and  delpondence,  it  excited  an  univerfal 
clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not  only  againft  Mr. 
Byng,  who  had  retreated  from  the  French  fquadron;  but 
alfo  in  reproach  of  the  adminiftration,  which  was  taxed 
with  having  negleiled  the  fecurity  of  Minorca.  Nay, 
fome  politicians  were  inflamed  into  a  fufpidon,  that  this  im- 
portant place  had  been  negatively  betrayed  into  the  hands 
t  of  the  enemy,  that,  tn  cafe  the  arms  of  Great- Br  I  tain 
ihould  profper  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the  French 
King  might  have  fome  fort  of  equivalent  to  reftore  for 
the  conquefls  which  fhould  be  abandoned  at  the  peace. 
This  notion,  however,  feems  to  have  been  conceived  from 
prejudice  and  party,  which  now  began  to  appear  with  the 
moft  acrimonious  afpefl,   not  only  throughout  the  united 

kingdoms  in  general,  hut  even  in  the  f n's  coundls. 

§XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difap pointed  in  his 
hope  of  encountering  La  Galiflbnniere,  and  relieving  the 
Englifti  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's,  at  ieaft  aflerted  theem- 
pire  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  annoying 
the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  bidcking  up  their  fqua- 
dron in  the  harbour  of  Toulon.  Underftanding  that  the 
Auftrian  government  at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifh 
privateer,  and  imprifoned  the  captain,  on  pretenfe  that  he 
had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached  two 
fliips  of  war,  to  infift,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  on  the  re- 
ieafc  of  the  fliip,  tffe&a,  crew,  and  captain ;  and  they 
thought  proper  to  comply  with  his  demand,  even  without 
waiting  for  orders  from  thecourt  ofVienna.  Theperfon 
in  wbak  behalf  the  AAnital  thus  intcrpofed,  was  one 
4  Fortunatus 
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Fortunatus  Wright,  a  native  of  Liverpool ;  who,   though 
a  flranger  to  afca-lifc,  had,  in  the  laft  war,  equipped  a 
■  privateer,  and  diftinguiflied  himfclf  in  fuch  a  manner,   by 
his  uncommon  vigilance  and  valour,  that,  if  he  had' been 
indulged  with  a  command  fuitable  to  his  genius,  he  would 
have  deferved  as  honourable  a  place    in   the  annals   of  the 
navy,   as.that  which  the  l-rcnch  have  beftowed  upon  their 
boafted  Guai  Trouin,  Du  Ban,  and  Thtirot.     An   un- 
common exertion  of  fpirit  was  the  oceafion  of  his   being 
detained  at  this  junSure.     While  he  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  Leghorn,  commander  of  the  St.  George  pri- 
vateer of  Liverpool,  a  fmall  (hip  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty 
men,     a     large   French    xebeque,     mounied"   with     fix- 
teen  cannon,  and  ne-:ily   three  times  the  number  of  his 
complement,  chpfe  her  ftation  in  view  of  the  harbour,  in 
order  to  interrupt  the  Britifli  commerce.     The   gallant 
Wright  could  not  endure  this  infult :  notwilhftanding  the 
enemy's  fuperiority  in    metal  and  number  of  men,  he 
weighed    anchor,  hoifted   his    fails,  engaged  him  within 
fight  of  the  (hore,  and  after  a  very  obftinate  difpute,   in 
which  the  captain,  lieutenant,  and  above  threefcorc  of  the 
men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  were  killed  on  the  fpot,    he 
obliged  them  to  flieer  off,  and  returned  to  the  harbour  in 
triumph.     This  brave  corfairwould,  nodoubt,  havefigna- 
lifedhimfelfbymany  other  exploits,  had  not  he,  in  thefequcJ, 
been  overtaken  in  the  midft  of  his  career  by  a  dreadful  ftorm, 
in  which  the  fhip  foundering,  he  and  all  his  crew  perilhed. 
§  XXIII.  Sir  Kdward  Hawke,  having  fcoured  the  Me- 
diterranean,  and  infulted  the  enemy's  ports,  returned  with 
the  homeward-bound  trade  to    Gibraltar;   from  whence, 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,   he    fet  fail  for  England 
with  part  of  his  fquadron,  leaving  the  reft  in  that  bay,  for 
the  proteraion  of  our  commerce,    which    in   thofe  parts 
foon  began    to  fuffer  extremely    from    French    privateers, 
that  now  fwarmed  in  the  Mediterranean.      General  Blake- 
ney  had  arrived,  with  the  garrifon  of  Minorca,  at  Portf- 
(nouth  in  the  month  of  November,  and  been  received  with 
fxpreffions  of  tumultuous  joy :  every  place  through  which- 
■  he 
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B-OOK    he  palled  celebrated  his  return  with  bonfires,  illuminatiotw, 

,  "1^  ,  bell-ringing,  and  acclamations :  every  mouth'  was  opened 
i7j$,  in  his  praiTe,  extolling  him  for  the  gallant  defenf^he  had 
made  in  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's 
veneration  for  BlaLeney  tncreafed  in  proportion  to  their 
abhorrence  of  Byng:  the  Aril  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of' 
admiration,  while  the  other  funic  into  an  obje^  of  reproach; 
and  they  were  viewed  atdifFerent  ends  of  a  falfe  perfpeiSive, 
throughthemed]umorprejudiceandpalfion;of  aperfpetftive 

artfully  contrived,  and  applied  by  certain  m rs  for 

the  purpofes   of  felf  intereft  and   deceit.     The  f -is 

faid'to  have  been  inAueiiced   by   Aie  prcpolTelEon  of  the 

f 1-     Mr.    Blakeney    met  with  a  gracious  receptioa 

/romhis  Majefty,  who  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irilh 
b^ton,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fervFces,  while  Tome 
malcontents  murmured  ac  this  mark  .of  favour,  as  an  un- 
jnfonabte  facrificeio  popular  mifapprehenlion. 

§  XXIV,  In  the  beginning  of  Uie  year,  the  meafures 
fitVea  by  the  government  in  England  feem  to  have  been 
chiefly  diflated  by  the  dread  of  an  invafioo,  from  which 
Jhe  minifters  did  not  think:  themfelves  fecured  by  the 
guard-Clips  and  cruifers  on  liilFerent  p^rts  ofthecoaft,  or 
the  Handing  army  of  the  kingdom,  though  re-enforced  by 
the  two  bodies  of  German  auxiliaries.  A  confiderable 
numberofjiew  troops  was  levied:  the  fuccefs  in  recruiting 
was  not  only  promoted  by  the  land-holders  throughout  (he 
kingdom,  .who  thought  their  eflatcs  wereat  ftake,  and  for 
that  reafon  encouraged  their  depen,d^ts  to  engage  in  the 
iervice,  but  alfo  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  .a  dearth  of 
corn,  which  reduced  the  lower  dafs  of  Jabuurers  to  fuch 
^iHrefs,  that  fome  infurreSions  were  raifed,  and  many 
inljfted  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  which  othcrwifc 
^hey  could  not  earn.  New  Ihips  of  war  were  built,  and 
daily  put  in  commiffion;  but  it  was  found  impraaicabie 
to  jnan  them,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  odious  and 
illegal  practice  of  impreffing  failors,  which  mull  always  be 
a  reproach  to  every  free  people.  N,otw|th (landing  large 
foMini^cs,  granted  by  the  govcromcat  to  voluntier?^  it  wat 
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found'ncceflary  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  all   fiiipping,   and    c  ha  p.    ■ 

imprefs  all  the  feamcn  that  could   be  found,  without  any  ^ '.  _  _, 

legard  lb  former  proteSions  j  fo  that  all  the  merchant-fiiips       »7s6. 
wereftripped  of  their  hand^,    and  foreign  commerce  for 
fome  time    wholly     fufpended.  Nay^    the    expedient 

of  compelling  men  into  the  fervice  was  carried  to  an 
unufual  degree  of  opprefGon  i  for  rewards  were  publicJdy 
offered  to  thofe  who  fhauld  difcover  where  any  fcaman  lay 
concealed  :  fo  that  thofe  unhappy  people  were  in  fome  re- 
ipe£ti  treated  like  felons,  dragged  from  their  families  and 
connexions  to  confinement,  mutilation,  and  death,  and 
totally  cut  ofF  from  the  er^oyment  of  that  liberty,  which» 
perhaps,  at  the  expenfe  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had 
helped  to  preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country*, 

§  XXV..  About  eighty  fiiips  of  the  line  and  threefcore 
frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  confiderable  bodies  of 
land  forces  affembled,  when,  on  the  third  day  of  February, 
a  proclamation  was  ilTued,  requiring  all  officers  civil  and 
military,  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  any  hoflile  attempt 
to  land  upon  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom,  immediately  to 
caufe  all  horfes,.  oxen*  or  cattle,  which  might  be  fit  for 
'  draft  or  burthen,  and  'not  actually  employed  in  tl\e 
king's  fyvice,  or  in  the  defenfe  of  the  country,  and  a!fo  (fo 
far  as  might  be  prafiicable)  all  other  cattle  and  provifions, 
to  be  driven  and  removed  twenty  mile?  at  leaft  from  the 
place  where  fuch  hoitile  attempt  Ihould  be  made,  and  to 
fecure  the  fame,  fo  as  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the 
hands  or  power  of  thofe  who  Should  make  fuch  attempt; 
regard  being  had,  however,  that  the  refpeftive  owners 
ihoutd  fufFer  as  little  damage  as  might  be  confiftent  with 
the  pubiick  fafety. 

§XXVI. 

•  Atthii  junflure,  anumfeerof  poblicfc-fpirifed  merchants  of  the  city  of 

&t  nameor  the  Marine  Society,  and  contribated  conGdtrable  Tumi  of  moncf 
foccquippingfach  Diphani,  friendler),  and  foriom  boya,  as  were  wllJjng  D> 
engage  in  thcreniceof  tile  navy.  In  confequenceof  this  excellent  plan,  which 
was  eiecured  with  equal  leal  and  difcredon,  many  thoufindj  were  reftued 
IVom  mifery,  and  rendered  ujeful  meaiben  of  that  fociety,  of  which  they  moft 
have  beta tiu baociDd  thcreptaach,  without tbit  buntaie intarpolltiosi 
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§  XXVI.  As  the  miniftry  were  determined  to  malce  the5f 

)  chief  efforts  againft  the  enemy  in  North- America,  where 
the  firft  hoftilities  had  been  committed,  and  where  the 
ftrongeft  impreflion  could  be  made,  a  decachment  of  twoi 
regiments  was  fcnttliitlicr  under  the  conduiS  of  General 
Abercrombie,  appointed  as  fucceflbr  to  General  Shirley; 
whom  they  had  recalled,  as  a  perfon  no  ways  qoaiified  td 
conduft  military  operatioris:  nor,  indeed,  could  any  fuc- 
cefs  in  war  be  expefled  from  a  man  who  bad  not  been 
trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  adted  but  in  » civil  capacity* 
But  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  America  wa» 
conferred  upon  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  a  nobleman  of 
amiable  charafler,  who  had  already  diftinguiflied  himielf 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  Over  and  above  this  com- 
mand, he  was  now  appointed  governor  of  Virginia,  and 
colonel  of  a  royal  American  regiment,  confifiing  of  four 
battalions,  to  be  raifed  in  that  country,  and  difciplined 
by  officers  of  experience,  invitedfrom  foreign  fervice.  Mr. 
Abercrombie  fet  fail  for  America  in  March  J  but  the  Earl 
of  Loudoun,  who  direfled  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations, 
and  was  veiled  with  power  and  authority  little  irferiour  td 
thofe  of  a  viceroy,  did  not  embark  till  the  latter  end  of 
May. 

§  XXVII.  AH  thefe  previous  meafu^es  being  taken,  his 
Majefly,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month,  thought  propM 
to  pubtifti  a  declaration  of  war  •  againft  the  French  King« 

iniporttngv 

*  WfjetitliE  French  ambalTidoT  returned  Co  Landon,  hcpropolcd  tbacoiden 
Jhoold  be  iinmedUMly  dcfpitched  lo  th«  EngliOi  governor!  in  Americi,  with 
npreAoidusto  deTilt  fiom  any  new  uadeiijUcing^  and  all  ids  of  faofliliFfi 
but  with  regard  to  the  lands  on  the  Ohio,  to  pur,  without  delay,  matten  on 
tliefame  footing  in  which  they  flood  before  the  late  war,  ihat  the  refpeOtTe 
elairaj  of  both  nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  thecommiffiriesat  ParU. 
The  Biirilh  court  agreedto  the  cell*aEionDFho(Ulitie>,  arid  the  difcufliDn  of 
the  difputei  by  the  minifteri  of  the  two  crowiu,  on  condition  thai  all  the 
pofl'eSior.B  in  America  fliould  be  pretiouOy  put  io  che  Gtuition  preitribed  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  confiruwd  by  that  of  Aii-la-Chapelle.  The  Fiendt 
miniftry,  inftead  of  complying  with  this  condition,  produced  an  eufive  draft 
'  ef  a  preliminary  convention,  and  this  was  anfwered  by  a  counter- propofal: 
At  length  the  ambafiidoc  of  France  demaniled,  u  piclimiuiy  coodilionii 
that  Cnat-BritaiD would  renounce  all  claim  to  the  feaCli-aMA  of  theiinrSt. 
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importing,  that,  fiooe  the  treaty  of  "Atx-U-Chapetle,  the     chap. 
ufurpations and  encroachments  inad«  upon  the  Britilhter-   ^_     '_  j 
ritoriesin  Americabad.bcen  notoriouB:    Thathis  BritiB-      .1756. 
nick  Majeftyhad,  in  divers  feriotiS'  reprefentattoAs  ^^    the 
court  of  Verfaillea,   complained  of  thefe  repeated  z&s  of 
violence,  and  demanded  fatisfafiion  i  but  notwithftanding 
the  repeated  aflurances  given  by    the    FrMich  Ki^g,  that 
every  thing  fliould  be  fettled  agreeably  to  the  treaties  fub^ 
fifting  between   the  two  crowns,  and  particulaely  that  the 
evacuation  of  the  four  neutral  iflands   Inihe  Weft-indies 
fliould  beeSeded,   thecxecwtion  of  thefe  affij ranees,  aR<l 
of  the  treaties  on   which  they  were  founded,  bad  beea 
evaded  under  the  moft  frivolous  pretences :   That  the  un- 
jufttAable  practices  of  the  French  governors,  and  officers 
afting  under  thehr  authority,  were  ftill  continued,  until 
they  broke  out  in  open    afls  of  hoflility  in  the    year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  frfty-fouri  when,  in  time  of    . 
profound  peace,    without  any  declaration  of  war,  without 
any  previous   notice  given,  or  application  made,  a  body  of 
French 

Laurence,  and  the  lakes  that  difchirEechem&JTciiiUo  tiiit  tdveti  cede  to  the 
French  twenty  leiguea  of  country  lyingalong  the  hay  of  Fundy,  which  dWide* 

tache.  A  memoiial  was  afterwards  piEfented  on  ihefamefubjcd,  including  the 
aBmroflJiciieuUBiiQaiidiiatheWell-IadieSi;  bM  this  wa>  amply  refuted  in 
another  piece,  in  whith  the  Britilh  miniitry  obletved,  that  even  it  the  lerr 
openingof  the  commitllaa  eftablinied  in  Paris,  foi  tetminating  amicably  the 
difputes  in  North- America,  the  Trench  invaded  Noga-Scotia,  ereOed  three 
fortiindM  heart  of  that  proyince,  andnouldhavedellroyed  theEngiiflifettle- 
ment  at  Halifax,  had  not  they  been  prevented  :  That  the  like  hoftilltiei  were 
commitced  upon  his  Bririnnick  MaJefty'sfubjeilsantheOhia  and  Indian  lakei, 
where  thegovernots  appointed  by  the  French  King,  withnul  any  (hadow  of 
Tight,  prohl  hi  led  the  Engl  ilh  from  trading  i  feifed  their  traders  by  force,  and 
lentthem  prifoneis  toFrance;  invaded  the  tertiCoriet of  Vliginia,  atiirkcd  ■ 
ton  that  covered  in  frontkt,  and,  to  fecure  their  ufurp ationi,  eiefted,  with  an 
Btraed  force,  achainof  fnrtson  thelandj  which  tliey  had  invaded i  That  hli 
BritanniciL  Majeity  had  complained  of  thefe  hoftilities  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
raillei,  but  without  efteQ  ;  To  that  he  found  blmfelf  obliged  to  provide  for  I  he 
£ecuilcy  of  hi)  fubjeds ;  and  ai  the  encFoachments  made  by  France  were  ho- 
ftile,  itcoiild  neverbeunlawful,  oritreconcileabie  with  the  afiurance  of  hi> 
Majefly'i  peaceable  difpoljiion,  lo^epel  anaggteflbr  j  and  that  the  fame  mo- 
tive of  felf  defenfe  had  forced  him  to  feife  the  French  Oiips  and  fiilor^,  in 
otdet  to  deprive  that  coutt  of  the  means  of  malting  an  invafion,  with  whieb 
thdr  iniaiilen  In  all  the  coutti  of  Europe  had  menaced  England. 
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BOOK    French  troops,   commanded  by    an  officer ' bearing  the 

-  'ij  French  King's commiffion,  attacked  in  an  hoflile  manner, 
■7SS.  and  took  polTeSion  of,  an  Englifli  fort  on  the  rivet  Ohio 
in  North-America :  That  great  naval  armaments  were 
prepared  in  the  ports  of  France^  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  French  troops  embarked  for  that  country:  That  al- 
though the  French  ambalTador  was  fent  back  to  England 
with  fpecious  profeiHons  of  a  defire  to  accomodate  thele 
differences,  it  appeared  their  real  defign  was  only  to 
amufe,  and  gain  time  for  the  palTage  of  thefe  fupplies  and 
re-enforcements,  which  they  hoped  would  fecure  the  fu-  ■ 
periority  of  the  French  forces  in  America,  and  enable^ 
them  to  carry  theii  ambitious  and  oppreflive  projects  into 
execution:  That,  in  confequencc  of  thejuA  and  necef- 
fary  meafures  taken  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  for 
preventing  the  faccefs  of  fuch  a  dangerous  delign,  the 
French  ambafTador  was  immediately  recalled  from  Eng- 
land,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  )vere  enlarged,  great 
bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to  the  fea-coafts  of  France, 
and  the  Britifli  dominions  threatened  with  an  invailon  ; 
That  though  the  King  of  England,  in  order  to  fruftrate 
thefe  intentions,  had  given  orders  for  reiflngatfeathelhips 
of  the  French  King  and  his  fubjeas,  yet  he  had  hithetto 
contented  himfelf  with  detaining  thofe  fliips  which  had 
been  taken,  and  preferving  their  cargoes  entire,  without 
proceeding  to  confifcation;  but  it  being  at  laft  evident, 
from  the  hoftile  invafion  of  Minorca,  that  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  determined  to  rejeH  all  propofals  of  acoom- 
modation,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmoft  violence, 
hisBritannick  Majefiy  could  no  longer,  confiftentiy  with 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjefls, 
remain  within  thofe  bounds,  which,  from  a  delire  of  peace, 
he  had  hitherto  obferved.  A  denunciation  of  war  followed 
in  the  ufual  form,  and  was  concluded  with  an  afTurance, 
that  all  the  French  fubjei£ts  refiding  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  who  fhould  demean  themfelves  dutifully  to  the  go- 
vernment, might  depend  upon  its  protection,  and  be  fafc  ia 
their  petfons  and  effcds. 

5  §  XXVIII. 

L., C;ooqIc 
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§XXVin.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French  King  CHAP, 
declared  war  in  his  turn  againft  his  Brirannick  Majcfty,  ,^',  ,> 
and  his  declaration  was  couched- in  terms  of  uncommon  1756, 
afperity.  He  artfully  threw  a  fhade  over  the  beginning  of 
hoftilities  in  North-America,  referring  to  a  memorial  which 
had  been  delivered  to  the  fevcral  courts  of  Europe,  con- 
taininga  fummaryofthofc  fafls  which  related  to  the  pre- 
fentwar,  and  the  negociationsby  which  it  had  been  pre- 
ceded. He  infifted  on  the  attack  made  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  on  the  French  poiTeflions  in  North-America;  and 
afterwards  by  the  Knglifli  navy  on  the  navigation  and  com- 
Ihercc  of  the  French  fubjeifls,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of 
fiations,  and  dire<£t  violation  of  treaties,'  He  complained 
thai!  the  French  foldiers  and  Tailors  underwent  the  harlh- 
eft  treatment  in  the  Britifh  ifles,  exceeding  thofe  bounds 
which  are  prefcribed  to  the  moft  rigorous  rights  of  war, 
by  the  law  of  nature,  and  common  humanity.  He  af- 
firmed, that  while  the  Englifti  miniftry,  under  the  agpear-  ■ 
anceof  fihcerity,  impofed  upon  the  French  ambaflador 
with  falfe  proteftations,  orders  diametricall/oppofite  to 
thefe  deceitful  aflurances  of  a  fpeedy  accommodation  were 
actually  carrying  into  execution  in  North-America  :  That 
while  the  court  of  London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and 
fquandered  away  the  fubfidies  of  England,  to  inftigate  other 
powers  againft  France,  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefly  did  not 
even  a(k  of  thefe  powers  the  fuccours  which  guarantees  and 
defenfive  treaties  authorifed  him  to  demand:  hut  recom- 
mended to  them  fuch  raeafures  only  as  tended  to  their  own 
■  peace  and  fecurity:  That  %vhile  the  Englifh  navy,  by  the 
moft  odious  violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vileft  artifices, 
made  captures  of  French  vefiels,  navigating  in  full  fecu- 
rity under  the  fafeguard  of  publictc  faith,  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  releafed  an  Englifh  frigate  taken  by  a  French 
fquadron,  and  Britiih  vefTcls  traded  to  the  ports  of 
France  without  moleftation :  That  the  ftriking  contrail 
formed  by  thefe  different  methods  of  proceeding  would 
convince  all  Europe,  that  one  court  was  guided  by  mo- 
Voi.  Ill,  I  i  lives 


48»  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

BOOK  tives  of  jcaloufy,  ambition.  Mid  avarice:  and  thatthccon- 
.  '  du£l  of  the  o[her  was  founded  on  principles  of  honouc 
>7S^  jullice,  and  moderation :  That  the  vague  imputations  con- 
tained in  the  King  of  England's  declaration,  had  in  realitjr 
no  foundation ;  and  the  very  manner  in  which  they  were  fet 
forth  would  prove  their  futility  and  falfehood  :  That  the 
mention  made  of  the  works  at  DunEctrIc,  and  the  troops 
alTembled  on  the  coails  of  the  ocean,  implied  the  moft  gro& 
attempt  to  deceive  mankind  into  a' belief,'  thatthele  were 
the  points  which  determined  the  King  of  England  to  ilTue 
orders  for  feifing  the  French  veflels  ;  whereas,  the  works  at 
Dunkirk  were  not  begun  till  after  two  French  (hips  of  war' 
had  been  taken  by  an  EngJifh  fquadron  ;  and  depredations 
<  had  been  committed  fix  months  upon  the  fubje£ls  of  France 
before  the  firft  battalions  began  their  march  for  the  fca- 
fide.  In  a  word,  the  moft  Chriflian  King,  laying  a/ide 
that  polilenefs  and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value 
themfelves  above  all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  very  roundly  taxes  his  brother  monarch's  adminiHra- 
tion  with  piracy,  perfidy,  inhumanity,  and  deceit.  A 
charge  conveyed  in  fuch  reproachful  terms,  againll  one  of 
the  mod  refpedable  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  will  appear 
the  more  extraordinary  and  injurtoi^s,  if  we  confider  that 
the  accufers  were  well  acquainted  with  the  fallity  of  their 
own  imputations,  and  at  the  fame  time  confcious  of  having 
pradiled  thofe  very  arts  which  they  afFeiSted  fo  much  to 
to  decry.  For,  after  all,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  no- 
thing could  be  juftly  urged  againftthe-Englifti  government, 
with  refpefl;  to  France,  except  the  omiffion  of  a  mere  form, 
which  other  nations  might  interpret  into  an  irregularity, 
Itutcould  not  conftrue  into  perfidious  dealing,  as  the 
French  had  previoufly  violated  the  peace  by  their  infolence 
and  encroachments. 

^XXIX.  Whatever  mighthave  been  the  opinion  of  other 
nations,  certain  it  is,  the  fubje£ls  of  Great-Britain  heartiljt 
approvedof  the  hoftiiiiies  coqimitted  and  intended  againft 
a  people,  whom  they  have  always  confidered  as  iheii  natu- 
ral enemies,  and  the  incendiaries  of  hurope.     Theychear- 
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fulty  contributed  to  the  expenfe  of  armaments*^  arid  chap. 
feemed  to  approve  of  their  deftination,  in  hopes  of  being  .  _  "  j 
able  to  wipe  ofF  the  difgraces  they  had  fuftained  in  the  de-  1756. 
feat  of  Braddock,  and  the  lofs  of  Minorca.  The  laft 
iivent  made  a  deep  imprefliOn  upon  the  minds  of  the  com-' 
niunity.  An  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  King  by  the 
lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-couricil  of  Lon- 
don j  containing  ftrong  hints  to  the  difadVantage  of  the  mi- 
niftry.  They  exprefled  their  apprehenfion,  that  the  loO 
of  the  important  fortrefs  of  St.  Philip  and  idand  of  Minorca, 
pofleffiohs  of  the  utthoft  confequence  to  the  commerce  and 
naval  ftrength  of  Great-Britain,  without  any  attempt  by 
timely  and  efFeflual  fuccours  to  prevent  or  dffeat  an  attack, 
after  fuch  early  nonce  of  the  enemy's  intentions,  and 
when  his  Majefty's  navy  was  fo  evidently  fuperiour  to 
their's,  would  be  an  indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  the  Britilh  pofTeffions  in  America  wer^ 
expofed,  by  the  mifmanagement  and  delays  which  had  at- 
tended the  defenfe  of  thofe  invaluable  colonies,  the  objeiS 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  principal  (oSrce  of  the  wealth  and 
ftrength  of  thefe  kingdoms.  They  lamented  the  want 
of  a  conftitutional  well-regulated  militia,  the  moft  natural 
and  certain'  defenfe  againft  all  invaders  whatfoevcr.  They 
fignified  their  hope,  that  the  authours  of  the  late  lofles  and 
difappointments  would  be  detedled,  and  brought  to  condign 
punilhment ;  that  his  Majefty's  icnown  intentions  of  pro- 
tefling  and  defending  his  fubje£ts  in  their  rights  and  pof- 
feinons  might  be  faithfully  and  vigoroufly  carried  into 
execution;  and  the  large  fupplies,  fo  necefTarily  demand- 
ed, and  fo  chearfully  granted,  might  be  religioufly  applied 
to  the  defenfe  of  thefe  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  their 
commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  their  inveterate 
and  perfidious  enemies,  the  only  fure  means  of  obtaining 
I  i  a  a  laft. 

•  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  French  fliips  aod  cai^oej 
which  had  been  taken  wtre  tiied,  and  condemned  as  legil  priies,  eipofed  to 
publickfale,  and  their  product  lodged  in  the  Bank  j  but  in  what  manner  thij 
money,  amounting  to  a  large  fum,  was  diflriliuWd  or  employed,  wehsTjnoC 
fceenabl*  todiftoier. 

^■' Ckxwic 
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BOOK  a  Jailing  and  honourable  peace.  In  anfwer  to  this  adSrelii 
■  "  f  the  King  aflured  them,  thax  he  would  not  fail  to  do  jultice 
^756.  upon  any  perfons  who  Ihould  have  been  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  him  and  their  country  i  to  enforce  obedience  and 
difcipline  in  his  fleets  and  armies;  and  to  fupport  the 
authority  and  refpec^  due  to  his  government.  Remon- 
ftrances  of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  different  coun- 
ties and  corporations ;  and  the  t)opulace  clamoured  aloud 
for  enquiry  andjuftice. 

§  XXX.  The  iirlt  vi£iim  offered  to  the  enraged  multi- 
tude was  the  unfortunate  General  F"  ke  who  had  been 
deputy-governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  behaved  with  reroart- 
able  conduft  and  integrity  in  the  exercifc  of  that  impor- 
tant ofKce,  tilt  that  period,  when  he  fell  under  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  goverriment.  He  was  now  brought  to  trial 
before  a  board  of  general  officers,  and  accufed  of  baring 
difobeyed  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  fecretary  at 
war  in  three  fucceflive  letters*,  touching  the  relief  of  Mi- 


•  To  LSi^i.  G.a.  F ke;  «-,  ^  i;.  ai/««,  ro  tbf  Commtndtr  1.  aiif  <■  bit 

Majcfiy's  garrifin  0/ Gibraltar. 
S'l  R.     ,  »'dr-0^«,.Mitchii,  1756. 

I  Acq  commanded  to  jiequiinCyou,  chat  It  ii  his  Majefty's  pleafure  that  you 
receive  into  your  garrifon  Lord  Robert  Bertie's  legimtnt,  to  io  duty  there  ;  and 
in  cafeyou  Aould  apjirehend  that  the  French  intend  to  make  anj  attempt 
uponhia  Mijefty's  ittand  of  Minorca,  it  is  his  Majcfty'i  pleafure,  that  you 
make  a  detachment  out  of  the  troop)  in  ycut  garrifon  equal  to  a  battalion,  lo  - 
becommaDdeJ  b;  a  Eeutenant-colonel  and  major;  fuch  lieatenanl-col^nri 
■nd  major  to  be  the  eldeft'm  your  gatrifon,  to  be  put  onboard  the  Seec 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  as  the  idmiia!  lliall  think  eipedieni,  who  is  [0 
catrythem  to  the  faid  ifland.    I  am. 

Your  humble  fetfant,  B> 

TtLuKU   Cik.  F Ice,  sr^  in    bli  alfcnci,  m  ihi  CtntnaBdtr  !k  Cbiif  at 

Gibraltar. 
S  I  R,  War-O^ii.  March  16,  1716. 

1  Am  commanded  to  acijualDt  you,  that  it  is  his  Majelly'i  pleafnre,  in  cafe 
tlie  ifland  of  Minorca  Ihould  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being  attacked,  that  you 

mjnded  by  a  lieutenant-eoinnel  and  majur,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be 
put  on  board  the  fleet,  at  the  difpoCtion  of  the  admiral :  fuch  liealenuit- 
toluiiel  and  major  to  be'theelded  in  your  garrifon. 


;,Gc")OQ|C 
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horca.     Mr.  P ke  alledged  in  his  own  defcnfc,  that 

the  orders  were  confufed  and  contradii^ory,  and  implied  a 
difcretionary  power:  that  the  wholcnumberot'bis  garrifon 
did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  after  he 
had  fpared  two  hundred  and  feventy-iive  to  the  fliips  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Edgecumbe :  that  the  ordinary  duty  of 
the  garrifon  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whole  num- 
ber was  not  fufficient  for  three  reliefk :  that,  if  he  had  de- 
tached a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he  fhould  not  have 
had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time  when  he  believed  the  place 
was  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  for  good  reafons,  which 
he  did  not  think  himfejf  at  liberty  to  mention  :  that  his 
orders  being  doubtful,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  which 
was  ofopinion,  that  as  lindoubfed  inteiiigence  was  re- 
ceived of.theFrench  army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to 
the  number  of  between  thirteen  and  fixteen  thoufand  men, 
and  that  a  French  fquadron  of  fixteen  fliips  was  llationed 
ofFtheharbour,  the  fending a'detachmeht  equal  to&  bat- 
talion from  Gibraltar  would  be  an  ine9e£lual  fupply  for 
the  relief  of  the  place,  and  a  weakening  of  the  garrifon 
I  i  3  from 

3g  LU»I'  Ot».  F ke,  Br,  it  bit  thface,  »  tbi  CommemUr  in  Cb'uf  in  hit 

Majtfy'i  ganijan  in  Gibraltar. 
S  i  R,  fV^,-Cp<i,  Aptlli,  .756. 

IT  U'hi)  Majsflj'spleafure,  thaljrou  receive  Into  your  garrifon  flie  women 
and  chiUten  belonging  to  Lord  Robert  Bertje's  regiment, 

Ta  Lieot.  GiB.X~-~-]cK,  or  ibc  Cimmiindcr  la  C£ic/«  Gibraltar; 
SIR,  ^tr-OJiit,  May  11,  1756. 

I  Wrote  to  you  by  General  Stewart ;    if  that  order  19  not  complied  with, 

•«n  regiment  and  Guife'jj  and  atfo  another  detachment  out  of  Pulteney'i  and 
Paamure't  ngimenti,  and  fend  them  00  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
hon.  But  if  that  order  ba<  been  compiled  with,  then  joo  are  to  malce  onlj 
onedetichment  of  fefeahuni!red  men,  to  be  commanded  by  another  lieuto- 
aant-colooel  aad  major,  and  to  fend  it  to  Malion ;  and  you  are  ilfo  to  detaia 
■U  fuch  empty  veflela  aa  fliall  come  into  your  harbour,  and  Iceep  them  In 
readioefs  for  any  further  tranfportation  of  troops.  I  have  alfohia  roy»l  high- 
neft  Che  Dolte  of  Cumberland"!  commands,  Co  defiie  chacyou  will  keep  yoor 
ganifon  ai  alert  ai  poflible,  dining  this  critical  time,  afid  give  fuch  other  affift- 
■nee  as  may  be  in  your  power  far  the  relief  of  Minorca;  taking  CaiC,  hovieveti 
not  to  tatigut  Or  utdanger  your  own  ganUoa. 


.,C700'^|C  "^ 
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BOOK  from  which  ihcy  muftbefcnt.  Hcobferved,that  fuppofing 
^  ,  -  '  ,_f  the  orders  to  have  been  poficive,  and  feven  hundred  meij 
17)6.  detached  to  Minorca,  the  qumber  lejpaining  at  Gib- 
raltar would  not  have  exceeded  one  thoufand  five  hi|ndred 
and  fifty-fix  :   a  deduflion  of  feven  hundred  morc^  according 

•  to  the  order  of  May  the  twelfth,  would  have  left  a  remain- 

der of  eight  hundred  and  fifty -fijc :  that  the  men  daily  on 
duty  in  thegarrifon,  including  artificers  and  labourers  in 
the  King's  works,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
pine  i  fo  that  if  he  had  complied  with  the  orders  as  they 
arrived,  be  would  not  have  had  more  than  feventecn  men 
over  and  above  the  number  necefiary  for  the  daily  work  of 
the  garrifon:  thus,  the  important  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  mufi, 
at  this  critical  conjuncture,  have  beep  left  almoft  naked 
'  and  defenfejcfa    tq  the   attempts  of  the  enemy  ;   and  had 

thofe  detachments  been  adualjy  fent  aboard,  it  aftprwardj 
appeared  that  they  could  not  have  beep  landed  on  the  iSand 

of  Minorca,     The  order  tranfmitted  to  General  F kc 

to  detain  all  empty  vefTels,  for  a  further  tranfpprtation  of 
troops,  feems  to  have  been  fuperfluous ;  for  it  can  hardly 
he  fuppofed  he  could  have  occafion  for  them,  unlcfs  to 
1  embark  the  whole  garrifon,  and  abandon  the  place.  It 
feemslikewife  to  have  been  unnecelTary  to  exhort  the  ge- 
neral to  keep  his  garrifon  as  alert  .as  poffible,  di|ringthat 
critical  time ;  inafmuch  as  it  would  have  been  impoi&ble 
for  the  men  to  have  enjoyed  theleaft  repofeor  intermiffion, 
of  duty,  had  the  orders  been  punduajjy  and  literally 
obeyed.  What  other  affiftance  it  might  have  been  in  the 
governor's  power  to  give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in 
ivhat  manner  he  could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  wbik 
there  was  an  impoffibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  comprehend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial 
wasfiniibed,  and  thequeftion  put  to  acquit  or  fufpcndfor 
ptie  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided  j  and  in  fuch 
cafes  the  calling  vote  being  vcfted  in  -the  prefident,  he 
threw  it  into  the  fcaJe  againft  the  prifoner,  whom  his  Ma- 
jefly  thought  fit  to  difmifs  from  his  fcrvicc. 

$  ?£XXI, 
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§  XXXT.  The  expeflation  of  the  publick  was  now 
eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief  if  not 
the  fole  fccne  of  our  military  operations.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie  arrived  at  Albany,  the 
frontier  of  New- York,  and  affumed  the  command  of  the 
forces  there  aflembled,  confifting  of  two  regiments  which 
iiad  ferved  under  Braddocic,  two  battalions  raifed  in  Ame- 
rica, two  regiments  now  tranfported  from  England,  four 
independent  companies  which  had  been  many  years  main- 
tained in  New-York,  the  New- Jerfey  regiment,  fourcom- 
panles  levied  in  North-Carolina,  andabody  of  provincial 
forces  raifed  by  the  government  of  New-England.  Thofe 
to  the  fouthward,  including  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  had  not  yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan 
of  operation,  and  were  moreover  hard  prefled  in  defending 
their  wefiern  frontier  from  the  French  and  Indians,  who,  in 
fkulklng  parties,  made  fiidden  Irruptions  upon  their  un- 
guarded fettlemcnts,  burning,  plundering,  and  maflacring 
with  themoft  fa vage  inhumanity.  As  for  South-Carolina, 
the  proportion  of  negro-flaves'to  the  number  of  white  in- 
habitants was  fo  great  in  that  colony,  that  the  government 
could  not,  with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  province, 
fpareany  re-enforcement  for  the  general  enterprife.  The 
plan  of  this  undertakinghad  been  fettled  the  precedingycarin 
a  council  of  war  held  at  New- York.  There  it  was  refolved 
to  attack  the  fort  of  Niagara,  Htuated  between  the  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communlcatioa 
between  Canada,  and  Louifiaaa,  and  prevent  the  French 
from  fupportlng  their  new  fortrefles  on  the  Ohio ;  to  reduce 
Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point,  fo  ihatthefrontier  of  New- 
York  might  be  ddivered  from  the  danger  of  an  Invafion, 
and  Great-Britain  become  mafter  of  the  lake  Champlain, 
over  which  the  forces  might  be  tranfported  in  any  future 
attempt :  to  befiege  Fort  Du  Quefne  upon  the  Ohio ;  and 
to  detach  a  body  of  troops  by  the  river  Kennebec,  to  alarm 
the  capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too  extenfive  for 
the  number  of  troops  which  had  been  prepared  :  the  feafon 
was  too  far  advanced  before  the  regiments  arrived  from 
X  i  4  England, 
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Englanii,  the  difFerent  colonies  were  divided  in  their 
.  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrotnbic  podponed  the  executiaa 
of  any  important  fcheme  till  the  arrival  or  Lord  LoudouB* 
who  was  daily  expeiSed.  The  reafons  ^hat  delayed  the 
re-enforcement,  and  detained  nis  lordfhip  fo  long,  we  da 
not  pretend  to  explain  ;  though  we  may  be  allowed  to 
obferve,  that  many  fair  opportunities  have  been  loft,  by  the 
iieglefl  and  procrafti nation  of  an  EngliCh  miniftry.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  the  unacQounCable  delay  of  this  armament  ren- 
dered it  ufelefs  for  a  whole  year,  afforded  time  and  leifure 
to  ths  enemy  to  take  their  precautions  againft  any  (ubfc- 
t]uent  attack,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  proceed  unmolefted 
in  diftrefling  the  Britifh  fettlements.  £ven  before  thia 
period,  they  had  attacked  and  redu-.ed  a  fmall  pof):  in  the 
country  of  the  Fiv^  Nations,  occupied  by  twenty  five  tng- 
^ifljmen,  who  wore  cruelly  butchered  to  a  man,  in  the 
niidft  of  thofc  Indians  whom  Great- Britain  had  lorig 
numbered  among  her  allies. 

§  XXXII.  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  received 
intelligence  that  a  confider^ble  convoy  of  proviCons  and 
ftores,  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  would  in  a  little  time 
fct  out  from  Schenefiady,  and  becorfveyed  in  batteaux  up, 
the  river  Onondaga,  they  fbrmed  an  ambufcade  atnong 
the  woods  and  ihickeis  on  the  north  fide  of  that  river  ;  but 
«nderftanding  the  convoy  had  paffcU  before  they  reached 
the  place,  they  refolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detach^ 
ment.  Their  defign,  however,  was  fruftratcd  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  of  Colonel  Bradftreet,  who  expected 
fuch  anattpmpt,  and  had  taken  his  mcafures  accordingly. 
On  the  third  day  of  July,  while  he  ftemmed  the  fiream  of 
the  river,  with  his  batteaux  formed  into  thiee  diyifions, 
they  were  faluted  with  the  Indian  wat-whoop,  and  si 
general  difcharge  of  mufquetry  from  the  north  Ihore. 
BradHreet  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  land  on  the 
pppofite  bank,  and  with  a  few  of  the  foremoft  took,  pof- 
fellionofa  fmall  iOand,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked 
by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  tha^ 
purpofc  i  but  ihefe  were  foon  repulfcd.  Another  bodjf 
haying 
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having  pafled  a  mile  higher,  ho  advanced  to  them  at  the  ^  '^  *  •*• 
head  of  two  hundred  rticn,  and  fell  upon  them,  fword  in  ^  -  ■■ 
hand,  with  fuch  vigour,  thatinanywere  killed  on  thefpot,  '7S*- 
and  the  reft  driven  into  the  rivei:  with  fuch  precipitation, 
thata  confidcrablenumberof  them  were  drowned.  Having 
received  information  that  a  third  body  of  them  had  pafled 
ata  ford  ftill  higher,  he  marched  thither  without  hefitation, 
and  purfued  them  to  the  other  fide,  where  they  were  en- 
tirely routed  and  difperfed.  In  this  action,  which  laftcd 
near  three  hours,  about  feventy  of  the  batteau-men  were 
killed  or  wounded  :  but  the  enemy  lofl  double  the  number 
killed,  and  above  feventy  taken  prifoncrs.  In  all  proba- 
bility tHe  whole  detachment  of  French,  amounting  to 
ftven  hundred  men,  would  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  a 
heavy  rain  interpofed,  and  difabled  Colonel  Hradftreet 
from  following  his  bibw  j  for  that  fame  night  he  was 
joined  by  Captain  Patten,  with  his  grenadiers,  in 
his  march  from  Oneida  to  Ofwego,  and  next  morning  re- 
enforced  with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  afGft- 
ftrice  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  but  by  this  time  the 
rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the  rain,  that  it  was  found  im- 
prai^icablc  to  purfue  the  enemy  through  the  woods  and 
thickets.  Patten  and  his  grenadiers  accompanied  the  de- 
tachment to  Ofwego,  while  Bradftreet  purfued  his  voyage 
to  Schenedady,  from  whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and 
communicated  to  General  Abercrombie  the  intelligence 
he  had  received  from  the  prifoners,  thata  large  body  of  the 
enemy  wore  encamped  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  lake  On- 
tario, provided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  implements,  to 
bcfiege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

§  XXXIII.  In  confequcnce  of  this  information,  Major- 
Generat  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfetf  in  readinefs  to 
march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief  of  that  garrifon; 
but,  before  they  could  be  provided  with  neceflaries,  the 
Earl  of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the  head-quarters  at  Albany,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Jul/.  The  army  at  this  time  is 
faid  to  have  confined  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of 
tw,o  thoufand  fix  hundred,  about  kven  thoufand  provin- 
cials, fuppofed  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  from  Fort 
William- 
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B  O  o  K  William-Heary,  under  the  command  of  General  WiitOow, 
y  '  I  over  and  above  a  confiderable  number  of  batteau  men  -at 
1756.  Albanyand  Scheneflady,  The garrifon at Ofwego amount- 
ed to  fourteen  hundred  fqldiera,  befides  three  hundred 
workmen  and  faiiors,  either  in  the  fort,  or  pofted  in  fmall 
parties  between  the  fort  and  a  place  called  Surnet's  field, 
to  fecure  a  lafe  palTage  through  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations,  upon  whofe  friendfhip  there  was  no  longer  any 
reliance.  By  the  beft  accounts  received  of  the  enemy's 
force,  they  had  about  three  choufand  men  at  Ctown-Point 
and  Ticonderago  upon  the. lake  Champlain:  but  their 
chief  ftrength  was  colleiled  upon  the  banks  of  the  lake 
'  Ontario,  where  their  purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce 
the  Englifli  fort  at  Ofwego.  The  immediate  objefl, 
therefore,  of  Lord  Loudoun's  attention  was  the  relief  of 
this  place ;  but  his  defign  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the 
province  of  New-York,  and  other  northern  governments, 
who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  reduSion  of  Crown- 
Point,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  own  frontiers,  which  they 
apprehended  was  connedted  with  this  con<]ueft.  They 
infilled  upon  Winilow's  being  joined  by  fome  regiments 
of  regular  troops  before  he  (bould  march  againft  this  for- 
trefs ;  and  ftipulated  that  a  body  of  referve  ihould  be  de- 
tained at  Albany,  for  the  defenfe  of  that  frontier,  incaft 
Window  fhould,  fail  in  his  enterprife  and  be  defeated.  At 
length  they  agreed,  that  the  regiment  which  Mr.  Al>er- 
crombie  had  defined  for  that  purpofe  Ihould  be  detached 
to  the  relief  of  Ofwego ;  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Au- 
guft  Major-General  Webb  began  his  tharch  with  it  from 
Albany :  but  on  his  arrival  at  the  Carrying-place,  between 
the  Mohock's  river  and  Wood's-creek,  he  received  the 
difagreeable  news  that  Ofwego  was  taken,  and  the  gar- 
lifon  made  prifoners  of  war.  Mr.  Webb,  apprehending 
hin^elf  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  befi^ng  army, 
began  immediately  to  render  the  creek  impaOable,  even  xo 
canoes,  by  felling  trees,  and  throwing  them  into  the 
ftream ;  while  the  enemy,  ignorant  of  his  niimbers,  and 
apprehenfive  of  a  like  vifuation  from  him,  took  the  very 
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fame  method  of  preventing  his  approach  :   in  confequence    chap. 

of  this  apprehcnfion,  he  was  permitted  to  retire  uiimolefted.    .         '     . 

§  XXXIV.  The  lofs  of  the  two  fmall  forts,  called  On-  '  ^Vje. 
tario  and  Ofwego,  was  a  considerable  national-  misfortune. 
I'liey  were  ereited  on  the-foulh  fide  of  the  great  lake  On- 
tarb,  Handing  on  oppofite  fides,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Onon dago  river,  that  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  lake,  and 
iconltituted  a  poft:  of  great  importance,  where  veflels  had 
been  built-,  to  cruife  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland 
iea,  and  interrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions 
and  defigns  of  the  enemy.  The  garrifon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  confided  of  fourteen  hundred  men, 
chiefly  militia  and  new-raifed  recruits,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mercer,  an  officer  of  courage  and 
experience;  but  the  fituation  of  the  forts  was  very  ill 
chofen;  the  materials  moftly  timber,  or  logs  of  wood ;  the 
defenfeS' wretchedly  contrived,  and  unhnifhed  ;  and,  in  a 
word,  the  place  altogether  untenable  again  ft  any  regular 
approach.  Such  were  the  forts  which  the  enemy  wifely 
lefolved  to  reduce.  Being  under  no  apprcheniion  for 
Crown-Point,  they  alTembled  a  body  of  troops,  confifting 
of  thirteen  hundred  regulars,  feventeen  hundred  Canadians, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the 
command  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and 
enterprifmg  officer,  tp  whom  the  conduft  of  the  fiege  was 
entrufted  by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  governor  and 
lieutenant-general  of  New  Francrf  The  iirft  ftep  taken 
by  Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Ofwego  by  water  with  two 
large  armed  velTels,  and  poll  a  ftrong  body  of  Canadians 
on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts,  to  cut  off  all 
communication  of  fuccour  and  intelligence.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and  llores  upon  the  lake, 
and  landed  them  jn  the  bay  of  Nixouri,  the  place  of 
general  rendezvous.  At  another  creek,  within  half  a 
league  of  Ofwego,  he  ereiSed  a  battery  for  the  prote^ion 
of  his  veflels,  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft,  at  mid- 
night, aftei*  his  difpofitions  had  been  made,  he  opened  the 
{rejiches  before  Fort-Ontario.     The  garrifon  having  fired 

away 
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BOOK    away  all  their  fliells  and  ammunition,  fpilud  up  the  can- 

i^_  '__,  non,  and  defecting  the  fort,  retired  next  day  acrofs  the 
I7j6,  river  into  Ofwego,  which  was  even  more  expofed  than  the 
Other,  efpecially  when  the  enemy  bad  uken  pofleffion  of 
Ontario,  from  whence  they  immediately  began  to  fire 
without  intermiffion.  Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  tbir- 
teciith,  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  the  fort  deftitute  of  all 
cover,  thtt  officers  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrifon  in 
confufion,  they  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  on  condition  that  they  (hould 
be  exempted  from  plunder,  conduced  to  Montreal,  and 
treated  with  humanity.  Thefe  conditions,  however,  the 
Marquis  did  not  pun^ually  obferve.  The  Britilh  officers 
and  foldiers  were  infulted  by  the  favage  Indiana,  who  rob- 
bed them  of  their  clothes  and  baggage,  malTacred  feveral 
men  as  they  flood  defenfelefs  on  the  parade,  aiTaffinated 
Lieutenant  De  la  Court  as  he  lay  wounded  in  his  tent, 
under  the  protection  of  a  French  officer,  and  barbaroufly 
fcalped  all  the  fick  people  in  the  hofpital :  finally,  Mont- 
calm, in  direifl  violation  of  the  articles,  as  well  asjn  con- 
tempt of  common  humanity,  delivered  up  above  twenty 
men  of  the  garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  fame 
number  they  had  loft  during  the  liege  ]  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, thefe  miferable  captives  Were  put  to  death  by  tho  fe 
barbarians  with  the  motl  excruciating  tortures,  according 
to  the  execrable  cuftom  of  the  country.  Thofe  who 
countenance  the  perpetration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human 
nature  fhudderswith  horrour,  ought  to  be  branded  as  infa- 
mous to  all  poUerity.  Such,  however,  were  the  trophies 
that,  in  the  courfeof  the  American  war,  diAinguifhed  the 
operations  of  a  people  who  pique  themfelves  upon  polite- 
nefi,  and  the  virtues  of  humanity.  The  prifoners  taken 
at  Ofwego,  after  having  been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were 
ionvejed  iri  batieaux  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no 
jeafon  to  complain  of  their  reception  j  and,  befbre  tho 
end  of  the  year,  they  were  exchanged.  The  vigors  im- 
mediately demolilhed  the  two  forts  [if  they  deferved  that 
denomination)  in  which  they  found  one  hundred  and 
twenty- 
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twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  mortars,  with  a    CH^P. 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  lyarlike  ftores,  and  provi-  f 

fion,  befides  two  Hoops,  and  two  hundred  batteaux,  which       Vi^ 
likewife  fell  into  their  hands.     Such  an  important  maga- 
zine, depoliied  in  a  place  altogether  indefenftble,  and  with- 
out the  reach  of  immediate.fuccour,  was  a  flagrant  proof 
of  egregious  folly,  temerity,  and  mifcondu^. 

§  XXXV.  The  Earl  of  Loudoun,  finding  the  feafon 
too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprife  againft  the 
enemy,  exerted  all  his  endeavours  in  making  preparations 
for  an  early  campaign  in  the  fpring,  in  fccuring  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  English  colonies,  in  forming  an  uniform  plan 
Qfa<ftion,  and  promoting  a  fpirit  of  harmony  among  the 
different  governments,  which  had  been  long  divided  by 
jarring  interells,  and  other  fources  of  diflention.  Meait 
while,  the  forts  Edward  and  William-  Henry  were  put  in  a 
-proper  pofiure  of  defcnfe,  and  fecured  with  numerous 
garrifons ;  and  the  forces  put  into  winters -quarters  at  Al- 
bany, where  comfortable  barracks  were  built  forthatpur- 
pofe.  Fort-Granvilie,  on  the  confinesof  Pennfylvania,  an 
incbniiderable  blockhoufe,  was  furprifed  by  a  party  of 
French  and  Indians,  who  made  the  garrifon  prifoners,  con- 
fifting  of  two-and-twenty  foldiers,  with  a  few  women  and 
children.  Thefe  they  loaded  with  flour  and  provifion, 
and  drove  into  captivity  ;  but  the  fort  they  reduced  to 
aihes.  Many  fliocking  murthers  were  perpetrated  upon 
defenlelefs  people,  without  di{lin£tion  of  age  or  fex,  in 
different  parts  of  the  frontiers  ;  but  thefe  outrages  were 
in  fome  meafure  balanced  by  the  advantages  rcfulting 
from  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  thegovernordf  Pennfylva- 
nia concluded  with  the  Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful 
tribe  that' dwell  upon  the  river  Safquehanna,  forming,  as 
it  were,  a  line  along,  the.  fouthem  fkirts'  of  the  province. 
At'the  fame  time  thegovernorof  Virginia  fecured  the  friend- 
Ofip  and  alliance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas,  two  pow- 
erful nations  adjoining  to  that  colony,  who  were  able  tobring 
three  thoufand  fighting  men  into  the  Beld^  All  thefe* 
circunt^kncM  con&dered,   Great-Britain   had  reafon   to 
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BOOK    expcQ  that  the  enfuing  campaign  would   be   vigoroufly' 

•  '     .   profecuted  in  America,  efpecially  as  afrefh  re-enforcement 

1756.       of  troops,  with  a  great  fupply  of  warlike  ftores    was  fent 

to  that  country  in   fourteen  tranfports,  under  convoy  of 

two  Ihips  of  war,  which  failed  from   Cork,   in  Ireland, 

about  the  beginning  of  November. 

§  XXXVl.  No  action  of  great  importance  diftinguilhed 
the  naval  tranfa^ions  of  this  year  on  the  fide  of  America, 
In  the  bcginningof  June,  Captain  Spry,  who  commanded 
afmatlfquadron,  cruifing  off  Louifbourg,  in  the  ifland  of 
Capc-Btcton,  took  the  Arc  en  Cie!,  a  French  Qiip  of 
fifty  guns,  having  on  board  near  (ix  hundred  men,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  garrifon. 
He  likewifejnade  prize  of  another  French  fhip,  with  feventy 
foldiers,  two  hundred  barrris  of  powder,  two  large  brafi, 
mortars,  and  other  ftores  of  the  like  deftination.  On  the 
twenty -feventh  day  of  July  Commodore  Holmes,  being  in 
the  fame  latitude,  with  two  large  Ihips  and  a  couple  of 
JIoops,  engaged  twoFrench  ftiipsof  the  lineand  four  frigates, 
and  obliged  them  to  fticer  off,  after  an  obftinate  djipute. 
A  great  number  of  privateers  were  equipped  in  this  coun- 
try, as  well  as  in  the  Weft-India  illands  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Great-Britain;  and  as  thofe  feas  fwarmed  with 
French  vefiels,  their  cruifes  proved  very  advantageous  to 
the  adventurers. 

§  XXXV 11.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this  year  afled 
by  the  Britifharms  in  the  Eaft-Indics.  The  ceffationof 
hoftilities  between  the  Englifti  and  French  companies  on 
the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though  it  encouraged  Mr.  Clive  to 
vifit  his  native  country,  was  not  of  long  duration  ;  for  in 
a  few  months  both  fides  recommenced  their  operations,  no 
longer  as  auxiliaries  to  the  princes  of  the  country,  but  as 
principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and  commerce.  Major 
Lautence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief  command  of  the 
Englifti  forces,  obtained  divers  advantages  over  the  enemy; 
and  profecuted  his  fucccefs  with  fuch- vigour,  as,  in  all 
probability,  would  in  a  little  time  have  terminated  the 
war  according  to  his  own  wifi)>  when  the  progrefs  oi  bit 
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armswu  interrupted   and  fufpcnded  by  an  unfortunate    '^^''• 
event  at  Calcutta,  the  caufe  of  which  is  not  cafily  ex-   .        '.  j 
plained:  for  extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken  to  throw       1756. 
a  veil  overfome  tranfaifiions,  from  whence  this  calamity  , 

was  immediately  or  remotely  derived. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  old  Suba  or  viceroy  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Oiixa,  dying  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  iifty-fix,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  bis  adopted  fon,  Sur  Raja  al  Dowlat,  a  young 
man  of  violent  paffians,  without  principle,  fortitude,  of 
good  faith,  who  began  his  adminiftntion  with  a£t8  of  per- 
Bdy  and  violence.  In  all  probability,  hisdefign  againft 
the  Englifh  fettlements  was  fuggcfted  by  his  rapacious  dif- 
politibn,  on  a  belief  that  they  abounded  with  treafure ;  as 
the  pretences  which  he  ufcd  for  commencing  hoftilitiea 
were  altogether  inconfiftent,  falfc,  and  frivolous.  In  the 
month  of  May,  he  caufed  the  Engtilh  fa^ory  at  CafSm- 
buzar  to  be  invefted,  and  inviting  Mr.  Watts,  the  chief 
of  the  fa&ory,  to  a  conference,  uhder  the  fandion  of  a 
fafe  condud,  detained  him  as  prifoner ;  then,  by  means  of 
fraud  and  force  intermingled,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
fafiory.  This  exploit  being  achieved,  he  made  no  fecrct  of 
his  deQgn  to  deprive  the  EngiiOi  of  all  their  fettlements. 
With  this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  z 
numerous  army,  and  invcfted  the  place,  which  was  then  in 
nopoflure  of  defenfe. 

§  XXXIX.  The  governor,  intimidated  by  the  number 
and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  with 
Ibme  principal  perfons  refiding  in  the  fettlement,  toolc 
refuge  on  board  a  Ibip  in  the  river,  carrying  along  with 
them  their  moft  valuable  effefls,  and  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany. Thus  the  defenfe  of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr. 
Holwell,  the  fecond  in  command,  wh6  with  the  aSftance 
of  a  few  gallant  officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrifon,  main- 
tained it  with  uncommon  courage  and  refolulion  againft 
iievcral  attacks,  until  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  into  the  canie.  Then  he 
WH«  obliged  to  fubmit ;  and  the  Suba,  or  viceroy,  promifcd 
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■  oo  K    on  (be  word  of  a  foldier,  that  no  injury  fliould  be  done  to 

^_  ^  -',  f  him  or  bis  garrifon.  Neverthclefs,  rhey  were  all  driven, 
>JS6.  loihe  number  of  one  hnndred  and  forty  fix  perfons  of  both 
fexei,  into  a  place  called  th«  Black-Hole  prifon,  a  cube  of 
about  eighteen  feet,  walled  up  to  the  eaJtward  and  fouth- 
ward,  the  only  qoarters  from  which  they  could  expci^  the 
lead  refre(faing  air,  and  open  to  the  weftward  by  two  win- 
dows ftrongly  barred  with  iron,  through  which  there  was 
IK>  perceptible  circulation.  The  humane  reader  wiJI 
conceive  with  horrour  the  mtfcrable  fimation  to  which  they 
muft  have  been  reduced,  when  thus  ftewed  up  in  a  clofe 
ftiltry  niaiht  under  fuch  a  climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  efpc- 
cially  when  he  reflects  that  many  of  them  were  wounded, 
and  all  of  them  fatigued  with  hard  duly.  Tranfported 
with  rage  to  find  themfelves  thus  barbaroufly  cooped  up 
in  a  place  where  they  muft  be  expofed  to  fufTocaiion, 
thofe  haplefs  victims  endeavoured  to  force  open  the  door, 
that  they  might  rufti  upon  the  fwords  of  the  barbarians  by 
whom  they  were  furrounded ;  but  all  their  efforts  were 
ineffectual ;  the  door  was  made  to  open  inwards,  and  being 
once  ftiut  upon  them,  the  crowd  prelTed  upon  it  fo  ftrongly 
as  to  render  all  their  endeavours  abortive  :  then  they  were 
overwhelmed  with  diftra£tion  and  defpair.  Mr.  Holwell, 
who  had  placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  accofted  a 
JemmauCdaar,  or  ferjeantof  the  Indian  guard,  and  having, 
endeavoured  to  excite  his  compaffion,  by  drawing  a  pa^ 
thctick  piflureof  their  fuffisrings,  promifed  to  gratify  him 
with  a  tboufand  rupees  in  the  motning,  if  he  could  fin* 
means  to  remove  one  half  of  them  into  a  feparate  apart- 
ment. Thefoldier,  allured  by  the  promife  of  fuch  a  re- 
ward, alTured  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for  ibeir 
1  relief,  and  retired   for  that  purpofe,  but  in  a  few  minuter 

returned,  and  told  him  that  the  Suba,  by  whofc  order  alone 
fuch  a  ilep  could  be  talcen,  was  adeep,  and  no  perfon- 
durff  diflurb  his  repofe.  By  this  time  a  profufe  fweat  had' 
broke  out  on  every  individual,  and  this  was  attended  with 
an' infatiabJethirft,  which  became  the  more  intolerable  as: 
tfae  body  was  drained  of  its  moillure..  In  vain  tholif 
I  miferablc 
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tnUerable   objcfls  ftripped    themrefves    of  their    clothes,     CHAP. 
ii]uatt«d  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air  with  their   ,\_  '     ,  - 
hats,  to  produce  a  refrefhing  undulation.    Many  were  un3<       i7s^ 
ble  to  life  again  from  this  poAure,  but  falling  down  were 
trod  to  death,  or  fufFocated.     The  dreadful  fymptom  of 
thirft  was  now  accompanied  with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration, 
and  every  individual  gafped  for  breath.     Their  defpair 
became  outrageous:   again  they  attempted   to  force  the 
door,  and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra- 
tidn  and  abufe.     The  cry  of  "  Water  1   Water  I"  iflued 
from  every  mouth.     Even  the  Jemmautdaai;  was  moved  to 
compafEon  at  their  diftrefs.     He  ordered  his   foldiers   to 
bring  fomc  flcins  of  water,  which  ferved  only  to  enrage  the  * 

appetite,  and  increafe  the  general  agitation.  There  was 
no  other  way  of  ponveying  it  through  the  windows  but 
by  hata,  and  this  was  rendered  inefFeflua!  by  the  eagernefs 
and  tranfports  of  the  wretched  prifoners,  who  at  fight  of 
itllruggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of  delirium.  In  con- 
sequence of  thefe  contefts,  very  little  reached  thofe  who 
flood  neareft  the  windows,  while  the  reft,  at  the  farther  end 
of  the  prifon,  were  totally  excluded  from  al!  relief,  and 
continued  calling  upon  their  friends  for  alfillance,  and  con- 
juring them  by  all  the  tender  ties  of  pity  and  affection. 
To  thofe  who  were  indulged,  it  proved  pernicious;  for, 
indead  of  allaying  their  thirfl',  it  enraged  their  impatience 
for  more.  The  confufion  became  general  and  horrid  ; 
all  was  clamour  and  conteJl  j  thofe  who  were  at  a  diflance 
endeavoured  to  force  their  paffage  to  the  window,  and  the 
Mreak  were  prefled  down  to  the  ground,  never  to  rife  again. 
The  inhuman  ruffians  without  derived  entertainment 
from  their  mifery  :  they  fupplied  the  prifoners  with  more 
water,  and  held  up  lights  clofe  Co  the  bars,  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  inhuman  pleafure  of  feeing  them  fight  for  the 
baneful  indulgence.  Mr.  Holwell,  feeing  all  his  particu- 
lar friends  lying  dead  around  him,  and  trampled  upon  by 
the  living,  finding  himfeif  wedged  up  fo  clofeas  to  be  de- 
prived of  all  motion,  begged,  as  the  laft  inftance  of  their 
regard,    that  they  would  remove    the  preffiirej    and  allow  ' 

itim   to  retire  from  the   window,  that   he   might  die  in 
Vol..  UI.  Kk  quiet 
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quiet.     Evenin  tbofe  dreadful  circumflancesa  which  might 

,  be  fuppofed  to  have  levelled  all  diflinAioD}  the  poor  de- 
lirious wretches  manifcfted  a  refpeA  for  his  rank  and  cha> 
rader :  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced  his  pafiagp 

*  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which  was  ngt  crtfwded  £» 
much,  bccaufe,  by  this  tune,  about  one  tliird  of  the  ivanw 
ber  had  perifhed,  and  lay  in  little  coimp.afe  on  tb«  floor^ 
while  the.  reQ  ftill  crowded  to  both  windows.  He  retired 
to  a  platform  at  the  farther  end  of  th«  roocn,  and  lyii^ 
down  upon  fom^  of  hjs  dead  friends^  recommended  bja 
Ibi^l  to  heaven.  Here  his  thirli  grew  infupp^tabk^  Uis 
difficulty  in  breath  ineincreafed^  and  he  was  leifed  with.  a. 
Itrong  palpitacjon.  Thefe  violent  iy.mptoms,  which  he 
could  not  txarj  urged  him  tQ  iQalce.  aQotbec  efFoit:  he 
forced  his  way  back  to  the^wjudow,  and  cried  aloud, 
•*  Water !  foi;  God's  fak.e  !'*  He  had  b^en  Cuppofed  already 
dead  by  his  wretched  companions,  butfirwynghiaiiHll  alive,, 
they  exhibired  another  extraordinary,  proof  of  tendernefs  and. 
regard  to  his  perfon. :  "  give  him  water,"  they  cried ;  nor 
would  one  of  then>  attempt  to  touch  it  until  he  had  dranlc  - 
He.  now  bf:e;iibed  more  freely^  and,  the,  palpjtiicion  ceafed  v 
but  finding  hiwfelf  ftill  more  thjrfty  after  drinking,,  he  . 
abftained  ftoip,  water,  apd  moifteflcd  his  monfk  from  timB, 
to  time,  by  fucking  the  perfpjration  from  his.fljiirt  flceyesfj. 
The  mjrerpJjle.prifoAers^  perceiving  chat  water  ratber  ag- 
gravated tb?n  relieved  their  diftrefsi,  grew  cUmoroua  for 
aifi.apd;  repeawd'  thflir  infulcs  tO' th^  gua^d*.  loading  the 
Subaand  his,  gp^ernor -wiih  the  molt  virulent  reproach. 
From  railing,  thgy,  bad  recoHrfe  to  prayer,  befeeching. 
heaven  to,  put  an  end  to  their  mifery.  They  now  be^n 
to. drop  on  all  hands ;  but  then,  a  fteam  arofe  from  the 
living,  and  th^  dead,  as  puogent  and  volatile. as  (pirit  of 
hartftiorn .;  Co  that  all  who  could  npt  approach  th©  win- 
dows were  fufTocated,  Mr.  HolweJl  being  weary  of  life, 
retired.onCe  more  to  the  platform,  and  flretched.hifnfelf  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jervas  Bellamy,  who,  together  with  his:  fon, 
a  lipiitenanc,  lay  dead  in  each  other's  embwcc  In  this 
fituation 

•  m  hli  derpairof  oblainins  water,  thii  unhappy  geBtlemiD  Kad  atieinptid  U 
drink  bisown  urine  j  but  found  it  inwlctably  Wiwr  j  Whercii  At  mblftdlt  (Hit 
flovni/rjiuthepgniofhisbadf  wjtfaft,   pleifut,  »nd  refrefluii. 


G  E  O  R  G  £  tt. 
itulttonhs  wat  foOa  depHVed  otCttlfi,  ini'lxf  to  lil  ip. 
pdrBhce  dfeatl  till  day  bl-ok&j  ^htn  hit  body  titas  diftrovlit^d, 
trid  rMidrtd  by  bit  furviving  friends  to  Orie  of  the  frini- 
dovs,  flrhert  ±e  ttith  air  iieriTtti  him,  itid  Kb  w&!i  reftored 
tohii  figAt  atid  fehte.  Tht  Suba,  at  llft|  bsiitg  ittftvibed 
that  thfc  greater  part  of  the' prifotteTs  Wert  fu(F()cated,  cii- 
quifed  [f  the  chief  wM  alivb;  and  beit)g  anfwered  tii  ttle 
ttSthhati^,  lent  anordbr  fctl'  their  itnmedratb  tt)lcaRj  Wheh 
dd  tnore  than  tWt!nty^tll)Tti  fUtVived  oFsia  hundrbd  aiid 
fotty-fix  *hb  had  entered  atlve. 

f  $  XL.  Nbr  Was  tM  late  dellverlni^,  «ven  et  th8fe  f6W, 
owing  tQ  inf  fetititnent  of  tttriipaffitin  iii  the  vlcergif.  Hb 
had  htcfctredirttittlationj  that  tliere  vfas  &  coftfiderifBle  ttca- 
Ibre  ferreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  Mr.  Holwdl  fene*  the 
place  whcfe  it  was  de'pofitcd.  That  geritleiii&n.  Who, 
With  His  fiitviving  cottipanifirs,  had  Sieti  ftifed  With  a 
putrid  ftwr  iriimediattly  upon  thfcir  rdeafei  was  drd^d 
in  that  condition  before  the  itihutnati  6ubi,  who  qutftioried 
fcitti  about  the  trCafiir^,  which  exifttd  no  Where  but  in  fili 
toWn  imagihattbn ;  and  would  gii^  n4  credit  to  faii  pt^- 
.  ttftatioRs,  When  he  SAttOrAy  dtdand  he  khew  of  fio'flich 
ijepolit;  Mr.  Holw«lt  and  three  df  his  Ftitnds  were  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  ctinveyed  thfee  itiilfcs  tb  the  Indian  cam^, 
Where  they  lay  all  night,  expbftd  M  a  ievOc  rain :  Aext 
morning  they  were  brought  bade  tft  town,  ftill  niatficled, 
under  the  fcorching  b^ams  of  a  fun  intenfely  faotj  and 
tnuSt  infalliUy  have  expired,  had  a6t  nature  exfsclled  tho 
fevcf  in  large  painful  boils,  that  Ooverad  dimoft  the  whole 
body.  In  this  piteous  condition  they  were  etnbatked  in  an 
o^eb  boat  IbrMuxadftbad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  un- 
JerwCht  fuch  cruel  treatment  and  mifery  in  their  palTagtf, 
IBS  would  (festk  the  humane  redder,  ftould  he  periife  the 
particulars.  At  Muxadabad  they  were  led  through  the 
city  in  chains,  as  a  fpeflade  to  Ihft  inhabitants,  lodged  in 
an  open  flaWe,  and  treated  for  foiiie  days  as  the  wdrft  of 
criminals.  At  length  the  Suba's  grandmother  interpofed 
her  mediation  in  their  behalf;  aAd  as  that  prince  was  by 
rilis  time  convinced  tiiat  there  was  no  tt«afiire  concealed 
K  k  a  at 
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BOOK  at  Calcutta,  he  ordered  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  When 
j^i  ■_■'._;  fomc  of  bis  fjrcophanu  oppoled  this  indulgence,  fcpre- 
175&  .  fenting  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  ftill  enough  Icit  topaya 
conliderable  ranfom,  he  replied  with  fome  marks  of-com- 
j)undion  and  geoerolity,  "  If  be  has  any  thing  left,  let 
**  him  keep  it :  his  fufferings  have  been  great :  be  ihall 
**  have  his  liberty."  Mr.  H<4well  and  his  friends  were 
no  fooner  unfettered,  than  they  took  water  for  the  Dutch 
Tankfall  or  mint,  in  the  ndgbbourhood  of  the  city, 
where  they  were  recnved  with  great  tcndemefa  and  hu- 
manity. The  reader,  we  hope,  will  excufe  us  for  h»ing 
thus  particularifed  a  tranfaSion  fo  intcrefting  and  extra- 
.ordinary  in  all  its  circumlUnces.  The  Suba  having  de- 
Aroyed.  Calcutta,  anddifpcrfed  the  inhabitants,  extorted 
large  fums  from  the  French  and  Dutch  fa£torics,  that  he 
night  difplay  a  fpirit  of  impartiality  againft  all  the  Euro- 
pean*, even  in  his  oppreflion,  and  returned  to  his  city  of 
Muxadabad  in  triumph.  By  the  redu<aioii  of  CalcutU, 
the  Englifh  '£aft-India  company's  affairs  were  fo  much 
embroiled  in  that  part  of  the  world,  that  perhaps  nothing 
could  have  retrieved  them  but  the  interpo&tion  of  a  nation- 
al force,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whofe  enter- 
prifes  were  always  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

§  XLL  As  the  Englifli  Eaft-India  company  had,  fora 
whole  century,  been  at  a  confiderable  expenfe  in  maintain- 
ing a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  proted  their  {hips  from 
the  piracies  of  the  Angrias,  who  had  rendered  themfelves 
independent  princes,  and  fortified  Geriah  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood i  many  unfuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to 
deflroy  their  naval  power,  and  reduce  the  forCrefs,  under 
which  they  always  tookJhelter.  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  fleet  of  Tullagce  Angria, 
tbe  reigning  prince,  attacked  three  Dutch  fhips  of  force, 
.which  they  either  took  or  dellroyed.  Elated  with  this 
fuccefs,  he  boafted  that  he  fliould  in  a  little  time  fwecp 
the  feas  of  the  Europeansj  and  began  to  build  fome  large 
Ihips,  to  re  enforce  his  grabs  and  gallivats,  which  were 
the  vefiels  00  which  h«  had  formerly  depended,  Next  year 
.5  lU( 
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hia  ndghbouTS,  the  Mahrattas,  having  fignlfied  to  the  CHAP, 
pnfidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  join  in  ^  '  j 
the  neceflary  fervice  of  hmnbling  this  common  enemy,  fo  '  i7j6. 
formidable  to  the  whole  Malabar  cbaft,  Commodore  Jamea 
was  detached  with  Ibme  fliips  of  fcvce  to  attack  Angria, 
in  conjun£lian  with  thofe  allies.  They  accordingly  joined  - 
bim  with  f«ven  grabs  and  fixty  gallivats.  They  proceeded 
to  the  harbour  of  Sevcrndroog,  where  Angria's  fleet  lay 
at  anchor:  but  they  no  fooner  received  intelligence  of  his 
approach,  than  they  flipped  their  cables,  and  flood  out  to 
iea.  He  chafed  them  with  all  the  canvafs  he  could  carry; 
bat  their  veflels  being  lighter  than  bis,  they  efcaped }  and 
he  returned  to  Severndroog,  which  is  afortrefs  fituated  on 
an  ifland  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  main  land,  ftrongly, 
J>uc  irregularly  fortilied,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four 
pieces  of  cannon.  There  were  three  other  fmall  fprts  on 
the  continent,  the  largefl  of  which  was  called  Goa.  On 
the  fecond  day  of  April,  the  Commodore  began  to  batter 
^Bt!  bombard  the  ifland,  fort,  and  Fort  Goa>  at  the  fame 
time.  That  of  Severndroog  was  fet  on  iire  ;  one  of  tho  ' 
juagazines  blew  up  :  a  general  conflagration  enfued  :  the 
garrifon  were  overwhelmed  with  fire  and  confufion  ;  the 
£nglifli  feamen  landed  under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the 
ihips,  and  took  the  place  by  Horm  with  very  little  lofs. 
^he  other  focCs  were  immediately  furrendered,  and  all  of 
thefe  by  treaty  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas.  On  the  eighth 
of  April,  the  Commodore  anchored  off  Bancote,  now 
called  Fort  Vivaria,  one  of  the  mofl  northern  parts  of 
Angria's  dominions,  which  furrendered  without  oppofition, 
^nd  Hill  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  EngliOi  Lalt-India 
company,  by  the  confent  of  the  Mahrattas.  The  harbour 
js  good,  and  here  is  a  great  trade  for  fait  and  other  com- 
modities fent  hither  from  Bombay. 

§  XLII.  It  was  in  November  following,  that  the  fqua- 
dron  under  Admiral  Watfon  arrived  at  Bombay,  where 
it  was  refolved  togive  Angria  thefiniftiing  ftroke,  ftill  in 
conjunilion  with  the  Mahrattas,  Mean  while  Com^nodore 
James  was  fcnt  toreconnoitic  Geiiah,  the  capital  of  his 
dominions. 
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BOOK  ^KninioiH,  anfl  m  <aani  .the ilt(>eh  «f  Ae  hatttoaf;  t 
'"  lenite  which  lie  ftmersiiilty  pcrfonned.  Th?  iulmiril 
being  joined  b^idivilion  of  (hips,  fitted  out  at  the  CMn^- 
pMiy'is  o^nifr,  hayins  on  board  ti  htiyof  troopt  com'- 
nuidcd  by  Colonel  Cliv*,  faikd  en  tii«  fcMAtit  Ja^  of 
February,  andfwind  ia  the  neighbourhood  ef  G«ri«h  th* 
Mafarato  flcet^  contifting  of  four  grabs,  and  fbriy  ttniAitt 
veflel*,  called  galltvatt,  lying  to  the  northwai^  df  thfe 
^ce,  in  acredE  taiint  RBjIp^fe;  and  AlxnA-^rWf  irf 
.  borTe  end  foot,  amounting  to  fe*«n  or  ejgbt  thoufand  min, 
the  whole  commanded  fay  Rhamftgtie  Fflnt,  who  had  aliead;^ 
taken  one  fmsll  forti  and  ^rhs  aflually  treating  about  thfc 
furrender  of  Geriah.  Angtia  himfelf  bad-<juiwd  tht 
place;  but  his  wife  and  family  remained  tinder  the  pro- 
tection of  his  brother-in-law  j  who,  bting  fumtporied  td 
furrender  by  a  meffage  from  the  admiral,  replied,  that  hfe 
would  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  Inconli!- 
qucncc  of  tliLs  refufal  the  whole  Englifh  fleet,  in  two  dl- 
vifions,  failed  on  the  twelfth-day  of  February  into  the 
harbour,  and  funaincd  a  warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  batte« 
rics  as  they  pafTed^  as  well  as  from  the  grabs  ported  in  the 
harbour  for  that  purpOfe :  this,  however,  was  foon 
filenced  after  the  fhips  were  brought  to  their  ftations,  fo  as 
to  return  the  {^lutatJon^  Between  tie  hours  of  four  and 
five  in  the  afternoon,  a  flielt  being  thrown  intoont  of 
Angria's  anncd  veftls,  fet  her  on'fire ;  and  the  flamei 
commanicating  to  the  reft,  they  were  aH  deftroyed  :  be- 
tween fix  and  feven  the-.fort  rfas  fet  on  fire  by  amithet 
(belt ;  and  foon  afn^rthe  firing ceaftd  on  btrth  fides.  The 
inJmiral,  fufpeaing  that  the  governor  of  the  place  would 
furrcnder  it  to  th^  Mahratta^  fa;th«r  rtian  tb  the  Englifh, 
dtfembarked  aH  rhe  troopsundcr  Mr.  Clive,  tWSt  he  might 
beathand,in  cafeof emergency, to  take pofiefflon,  Ira  th* 
mean  time,  the  fort  wa^  bombsrrfed ;  the  Vine  of  battle 
ft-ips  wew  warped  near  enough  to  batter  in  breach ;  and 
then  rhe  admiral  fent  an  officer,  with  a  flSg  bf  truce  tO  Ihft 
governor,  reqiriringhim  to  furrender,  Hi's  prOpofal  being 
again  rcjcacd,  the  Engiift  ftips  renewtd  thtir  fire  next 
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day  with  redoiiblol  ^igonr.  Abbatohe  o^dbclc  Hk  tinga<  ^^^  **■' 
ainc  of  the  fort  hltw  np^  and  at  foiir  the  gamroh  hung'  ^t,  ^■.  'r-^ 
out  a  whits  flag  for  capitulation.  The  parley  dtatehfu^'  i^jii 
groving  ineifeSu;!!,  the  engagemsnc  began  again,  an(t 
oontiniied  tiil  fifteen  minutes  after  five :.  vriien  the  white' 
Sag  was  agaia  difplayed,  and  now  the  governor  fubmittH' 
toihe  termi  which  were  iinpoftd,  Ahgu&'s  flag  Wat  iitl- 
,  mediately  huiled  down ;  and  two  Englifh  captaihstaking 
potTcflionof  the  fort  with  a  deuchment^  fdrriiwith  Hoifled' 
the  iiritifh  eirfign.  To  thefe  ca[ttaih9j  w4iH(t  name» 
weraBuchahnan  and  Ebrfaei)  tfae  Mah^atta^  cffered  a  bribo- 
of  fifty  thoufiiDd^  Ttipees,  if  they  wtmld  allovP  thOm  to  pafs' 
tbeir  guard,  that  they  might  takspof&ffion  of  the  fort  fbr 
thomfeiyest  but  tbixhfibr  wai  rejeded-  witlt  dllUain,  and 
inmodiately  difclbfed  to  Colonel  Clive^  Wh<t  tOdk  cf&£tiial' 
neRHiBes  to  fniftrate-  their  defign.  In  thid  place,  which' 
was  reduced  with  ver^  inconftderdiMe  lofsf  riib  cbnquerort- 
fsund  above  twa  hundred  cann'onj  fiJc  brafs  niortaraj  A 
lai^  qnantity  of  ammuriitibhi  with  mehey  and  cfl^^ 
to  therallieLof  on«  hitndred  atid  tHirty  thotifandpoundir.- 
The  fleet  which  was  deftraycd  cbnfiftbd  of 'eight  grabs,  oriir 
fhip  finifhed,  two  upon  the  {locks,  and  a  good  number 
of  gallivats.  Among  the  prifoners,  the  admiral  found 
Angria's  wife,  children,  and  mother,  towards  whom  he 
demeaned  himfelf  with  great  humanity.  Three  hundred 
European  foldiers,  and  as  many  fepoys,  were  left  to  guard 
the  fort ;  and  four  of  the  company's  armed  veflels  remained 
in  the  harbour  for  the  defenfe  of  the  place,  which  waa  ex- 
tremely well  fituatsd  for  conlmerce*. 

'     §XLIII. 

•  When  the  admiral  entered  their  ipartineat,  the  whole  familj  fliedding 
flgodi  of  tears  fell  with  their  facet  to  the  ground  ;  from  which  being  rjifed, 
the  mother  of  Angria  told  him,  in  a  piteous  tone,  the  pespfe  had  no  king,  Ihs 

no  fan,  her  daughter  no  hulband,  their  children  no  father.  The  admiral 
leplying.  "  they  muft  look  upon  htm  ii  their  father  and  their  friend  ;"   tb* 

joungeflboy,  about  riijeics  of  ige,  feifed  him  by  the  hand,  and  fobbing  ex. 

jclaimed,  "  then  you  Ihall  he  my  father."    Mr.  Wilfon  wai  fo  affefled  with 

this  pathetick  addiefi,  Chat  the   lean  trickled  down  hit  cheeks,  while  ha 

.•fliired  theni  tbey  might  depend  upon  bit  proCcdion  and  friendQiip. 
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$  XLIII.  The  admiral  and  Mr.  CUire  Tailed  back  M 
,  Madrafs  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was  formed 
for  refloring  the  company's'  afiTairs  upon  the  Ganges,  re- 
covering Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance  on  the  cruel 
viceroy  of  Bengal.  Xa  Odoberthey  fct  fail  again  for  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  ^  and  about  the  beginning  of  December 
arrived  at  fialafore,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Having 
crofled  the  Braces,  they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  aa 
far  as  Falta,  where  they  found  Governor  Drake,  and  the 
other  perfons  who  had  efcapcd  on  board  of  the  (hips  when 
Calcutta  was  invefted.  Colonel  Clive  was  difembarked 
with  his  forces,  tQ  attack  the  fort  of  Bufbudgia  by  land, 
while  the  admiral  battered  it  by  Tea :  but  the  place  being 
ill  provided  with  cannon,  did  not  hold  out  above  an  hour 
after  the  firing  began.  This  conquefl  being  achieved  ata 
very  ealy  purchde,  two  of  the  great  Ihips  anchored  be- 
tween  Tanna  fort  and  a  battery  on  the  ofher  ftdc  of  the 
river,  which  were  abandoned  before  one  fliot  was  dif- 
charged  againft  either ;  thus  the  pafliigc  was  laid  often  to 
Calcutta,  the  rcdu^on  of  which  we  fhall  record  among 
the  traofa^ons  of  the  enfuing  year. 
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